
BY ED FELIEN 

In one of its last acts of 2021, the City Coun-
cil approved a framework for beginning public 
discussions about what kind of development 
should happen when they re-construct Nicollet 
Avenue between 29th Street and Lake Street.  

The press release announcing the plan said: 
“The broad project goals include: 
•  Reconnecting people and places. 
•  Building safe, equitable and sustainable 

transportation networks. 
•  Building for who is there. 
•  Designing space to live, work, shop and 

play here. 
•  Designing safe and healthy communities. 
“The public engagement framework includes 

three phases. The first phase will start in early 
2022 and focus on creating open dialogues with 
community members who live, work, shop and 
visit the area. The second phase will focus on 
a public space plan and Nicollet Avenue layout 
plan, which will require City Council approval. 
The third phase of engagement will discuss the 
future development of buildings.”

From the City’s planning document, “Former 
Kmart & New Nicollet Project – Project Expecta-
tions,” published by the Business, Inspections, 

Housing, and Zoning Committee on Nov. 30, 
2021: 

“The City will conduct multiple phases of 
public engagement for the former Kmart & 
New Nicollet project. Engagement with diverse 
stakeholders, specifically those who live and 
work in the area, will help City leadership and 
staff understand how community needs and 
solutions can be incorporated into the project. 
Engagement will seek input on many topics, in-
cluding the following examples:  

•  Benefits and challenges of owning a busi-
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Voilà, a 
vacancy 

BY TONY BOUZA 

The sitting (and I 
use the term advis-
edly) Chief of Police 
capped a distinguished 
police career with 
his greatest feat—the 
announcement of his 
departure.

Mirabile dictu!
In my insufferable 

hubris (“That Tony 
Bouza, he sure is full 
of himself, isn’t he?”—
overheard one wag to 
another) I hasten to 
add my suggestion.

First, hire a person-
nel firm to concoct a 
want ad, advertise in 
police journals, and 
consult the Interna-
tional Association of 
Chiefs of Police, the 
Major City Chiefs 
Association, and the 
Police Executive Re-
search Forum.

Reduce the many re-
sumes to 30 or 40, and 
then winnow these 
down to 10 serious 
prospects. 

Appoint a citizen’s 
committee of about 
nine: police-interest-
ed; LGBT; women; 
people of color; and, 
yes, one or two white 
men.  This pro bono 
group would interview 
the candidates over 
five days.  Three hours 
each. 

Suggested questions 
should include views 

BY AMY BLUMENSHINE

Powderhorn neighbors 
came together at 32nd 
Street and Elliot Avenue 
on Dec. 12 for an outdoor 
“party with a purpose” to 
improve street safety for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

Neighbors are petition-
ing the city to make needed 
calming of the streets be-
fore next spring’s asphalt-
ing instead of after, and 
then having to redo what is 
considered a 20-year proj-
ect and pay twice – via as-

sessments – for street im-
provements that would be 
cheaper to do once.

Incoming newly-elected 
Minneapolis officials Park 
Board Commissioner Becky 
Alper and City Council 
Member Jason Chavez ad-
dressed the crowd, prom-
ising to do what they could 
after taking office.

We jingled bells and 
sang a version of “Jingle 
Bells” with the chorus “We 
love our kids, we love our 
homes, we love our neigh-
borhood.”

A large, former Heart 
of the Beast MayDay Fes-
tival puppet presided in 
the center of the intersec-
tion where some neighbors 
hope a traffic circle will be 
installed.  Sandy Spieler, 
former HOBT artistic di-
rector, led the crowd in a 
spiral dance. We connected 
by red ribbons to enhance 
pandemic distancing.  Af-
terwards, neighbors social-
ized around a firepit.

Organizing for calmer 
streets began months ear-
lier, after a neighbor on 
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For information call David at (612) 298-5405 
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Resolution of the Minneapo-
lis City Council: 

By: Reich, Gordon, Fletcher, 
Cunningham, Ellison, Osman, 
Goodman, Jenkins, Bender, 
Schroeder, Johnson, and Palm-
isano 

Honoring Council Member 
Alondra Cano for her years of 
service to the city of Minne-
apolis

Whereas: Alondra Cano was 
elected in November 2013 to 
represent the Ninth Ward, and 
was reelected in 2017, serving 
the City of Minneapolis and its 
people for eight years as a City 
Council Member; and 

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano was born in Litchfield, 
Minnesota, to Mexican immi-
grants and spent her early years 
in Chihuahua, Mexico, before 
returning to Minnesota; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano was the first person of 
Latino heritage to be elected to 
the Minneapolis City Council in 

the City’s history; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano is an alumna of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and the 
Department of Chicano and 
Latino Studies; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano is an organizer who co-led 
the statewide campaign to pass 

MN Dream Act, served as Asso-
ciate Director of the Minnesota 
Immigrant Freedom Network, 
and managed the Multilingual 
Communications Division at 
the Minneapolis Public Schools; 
and 

 
Whereas: Council Member 

Cano led on the Minneapolis 
City Council as a strong ad-
vocate for racial, economic, 
and environmental justice and 
worked on a wide range of equi-
ty issues facing Latinos, undoc-
umented residents, New Amer-
ican families, and low-wage 
workers; and  

Whereas: The Ninth Ward 
is the most racially, culturally, 
and linguistically diverse com-
munity in Minneapolis and it 
faces the most economic mar-
ginalization of any political ju-
risdiction in the state, yet is a 
welcoming home to the largest 
Latino and American Indian 
populations in our city; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano authored the resolution 
establishing the second Monday 
of October as Indigenous Peo-
ples Day to illuminate the on-
going struggle, resiliency, and 
thriving contributions of the 
American Indian community in 
the City of Minneapolis; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano was the leading propo-
nent of a $15 per hour minimum 
wage ordinance in the City of 
Minneapolis—the first in the 
State of Minnesota—and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano fought to improve the fu-
ture of low-income residents on 
environmental justice issues by 
designating Green Zones, and  

Whereas: Council Mem-
ber Cano proposed a munici-
pal identification program for 
Minneapolitans so that undoc-
umented residents and fami-
lies with mixed immigration 
status who call Minneapolis 

home could gain access to basic 
services and more confidently 
participate in the civic and eco-
nomic life of our community; 
and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano was a champion for eco-
nomic development in the City’s 
most diverse neighborhoods, 
establishing Cultural Districts, 
both in ordinance and as relat-
ed policy directive, and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano tirelessly supported local 
artists and the arts and worked 
to expand the City’s cultural in-
frastructure and creative econ-
omy, culminating during her 
tenure in the establishment of 
the first Arts and Cultural Af-
fairs Department in the City of 
Minneapolis; and  

Whereas: Council Member 
Cano has stood in solidarity 
with the Phillips neighborhoods 
in their demand for environ-
mental justice and an end to 
the expansion of the City’s Hi-
awatha Maintenance Facility on 
the arsenic-filled, seven-acre 
site formerly owned by Roof 
Depot, a site located within the 
Ninth Ward, and has advocated 
for the community led vision to 
create a green jobs infrastruc-
ture project for this low-income 
neighborhood that promotes 
urban agriculture and food se-
curity;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED—  

That the Mayor and City 
Council do hereby present this 
Honorary Resolution in recog-
nition of its sincere gratitude 
and appreciation for the many 
contributions made by Coun-
cil Member Cano to the Ninth 
Ward and to the City of Minne-
apolis, together with their best 
wishes for her future endeav-
ors. Passed this the Tenth Day 
of December, 2021.
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We carry a stunning variety of 
handmade frames from around the 
world. Our experienced opticians 

know what will look good with your 
prescription and facial features.
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two committed progressives 
and a thoroughly competent 
moderate.  Good choices. 

I opposed the drift toward a 
strong-mayor form of city gov-
ernment.  There’s not much 
danger of abuse of power with 
you as mayor.  You’re a good lib-
eral with a strong sense of fair-
ness and justice.  But what hap-
pens when we elect someone 
like Trump or Charlie Stenvig?  
Spreading the power among the 
many is messy and inefficient, 

but it makes the abuse of power 
less likely. 

But I digress. 
Congratulations, Mr. Mayor. 
You survived a first term 

borne from the bowels of hell, 
and the voters have chosen you 
to lead them out of the present 
wilderness. 

We wish you the best of luck.  
It can’t be as bad as it was.  It’s 
got to get better. 

We’re all pulling for you. 
We’re all in this together. 
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Congratulations, Mr. Mayor 
BY ED FELIEN

You survived a pretty rough 
first term of office.

Standing up to the president 
of the United States, sending 
him a bill for the added securi-
ty necessary to guarantee him a 
safe environment to hold a po-
litical rally, was the easy part.  
You were getting good marks 
from the media on your han-
dling of the coronavirus.  Then, 
George Floyd!  And the world 
watched Minneapolis Police 
Officer Derek Chauvin choke 
the life out of George Floyd on 
a schoolgirl’s iPhone, and we 
saw the historic retribution by 
an angry people demanding jus-
tice, thousands of them, stand-
ing in the streets, driving the 
police out of their fortress and 
burning it to the ground.

You demonstrated remark-
able courage in ordering the 
police to abandon the 3rd Pre-
cinct.  It was an important 
historic precedent—an elected 
official, the mayor of Minneap-
olis, told the police they should 
surrender to the mob.  Abandon 
ship!  The cops got post-trau-
matic stress disorder as a result 
of you overturning the accept-
ed order of rank and privilege.  
The cops thought you rushed 
to judgment.  You had already 
found Derek Chauvin guilty.  
You were taking the mob’s judg-
ment as final.  This was the end 
of the uninterrupted history of 
slave-catching that was the tra-
dition of municipal police de-
partments.

People were finally saying it 
was wrong for a white cop to 
murder an unarmed Black man. 

But the mob was starting to 
go out of control.  Some Booga-
loo Bois were firing automatic 
rifles into the station house, 
trying to provoke return fire 
from the cops into the mob.  
Some right-wing nutcase carry-

ing an umbrella was smashing 
in store windows with a ham-
mer, encouraging looting.

You had to act.  You had to do 
something to stop the protest.  
They want the precinct station?  
Fine.  They can have the pre-
cinct station. 

But it was too late.  Right-
wing agent-provocateurs got 
gullible demonstrators to join 
them in ultra-left adventures 
that destroyed the offices of 
MIGIZI, a Native American 
nonprofit that helped kids stay 
in school, and Gandhi Mahal, 
an Indian restaurant that was 
a left-wing favorite, and they 
looted Target, and they de-
stroyed Latino businesses up 
Lake Street to Hennepin.  Most 
of it focused around Lake and 
Chicago. 

And, finally, it was over. 
But the protesters, the ones 

who started the demonstrations 
against the precinct station, 
were still coordinated and or-
ganized by Black Visions Col-
lective.  It was their organizing 
that got the city to begin an 
Office of Violence Protection.  
They were in contact, and they 
held a rally, and they marched 
to the street below your apart-
ment, and they ordered you 
down to meet with them, and it 
didn’t go well. You came down 
in casual dress, tried to talk to 
the crowd, but the crowd would 
hear none of it, and hecklers 
drove you back upstairs.  You 
were probably relieved.  It was 
terrible optics for the demon-
strators.  It excited their base, 
all that talk about abolishing 
the police, but it also excited re-
sistance to change.  

As a testament to her orga-
nizing and dedication to making 
the mayor accountable, Sheila 
Nezhad got more than 50% of 
the votes for mayor at the DFL 
City Convention—just short of 
the necessary 60% for endorse-

ment. 
Then, Black Visions Collec-

tive pushed it further.  They or-
ganized the Powderhorn Mani-
festo—a meeting in Powderhorn 
Park on the stage at the band-
shell.  They got nine council 
members, a veto-proof majori-
ty, to agree to change the City 
Charter to transform the MPD 
into a Department of Public 
Safety.  They had “Defund the 
Police” on a banner across the 
front of the stage.  They wrote 
an amendment to the Minneap-
olis charter creating a Depart-
ment of Public Safety to replace 
the Police Department.  It was 
vague, confusing and incom-
plete.  Black Visions had a com-
peting amendment they had 
written.  It was vague, confus-
ing and incomplete.  The City 
Council went with the Black Vi-
sions version.  

The amendment didn’t 
do well at the polls.  It was 
well-meaning, but the lack of an 
actual concrete vision by Black 
Visions scared the hell out of 
Black voters in North and South 
Minneapolis. It was ultra-left 
and, as a result, it alienated the 
progressive base but motivated 
the opposition to vote for you 
and for a strong mayor reor-
ganization of city government.  
That charter amendment will 
probably have an even more 
profound effect on our future 
than changing the name of the 
Police Department. 

You seem like you genuine-
ly want to get along with the 
progressives who opposed you 
in the election. You appointed 
former political rivals, Neki-
ma Levy Armstrong and Sheila 
Nezhad, to a committee that 
will recommend changes to the 
MPD; and you appointed Kathy 
O’Brien, former City Council 
member and former University 
of Minnesota administrator, to 
reorganize city departments—

ness in the area  
•  Benefits and challenges of 

living in the area  
“Retail – What we know:

1. Commercial uses (stores, 
restaurants, etc.) will be re-
quired on the first floors of 
new development facing Nicol-
let Ave. and Lake St. Entranc-
es must be directly from side-
walks.  
2. Development will prioritize 

attracting culturally diverse 
businesses that create positive 
community impacts and recon-
nect Eat Street with Nicollet 
Ave. south of 29th St.  
3. Development teams will pri-

oritize including strategic part-
ners who are experienced in 
recruiting and supporting local 
businesses that reflect the sur-
rounding area.  
4. Development will prioritize 

serving the needs of residents 
by increasing the diversity of 
available goods and services, 
while protecting the cultural 
assets already in the area.  

“What wealth-building strat-
egies for low-wealth communi-
ties are best suited for and able 
to be implemented in the proj-
ect?”  

This is a dare-to-dream fan-
tasy projection come true – a 
great opportunity for the peo-
ple in South Minneapolis who 
believe in cooperatives to build 
a valuable resource.  

Why can’t the visionaries and 
architects who built the Seward 
Co-op Friendship Store at 38th 
and Clinton build a 14-story 
building with a food co-op store 
on the first floor, offices for lo-
cal businesses on the next five 
floors, and studios for artists 
on the next eight floors?  Peo-
ple living in the Whittier, Lyn-

dale, Phillips and Powderhorn 
communities should be eligi-
ble to buy space at 50% of the 
market value of the unit and 
become members of the gov-
erning board running the co-op 
building.

That would be the best way 
to build community wealth – by 
investing in the people who ac-
tually live in the community. 

Why can’t businesses get 
started?  Why can’t musicians 
practice?  Why can’t artists 
paint or writers write or sculp-
tors sculpt? 

Because, as Jimmy McMillan, 
candidate for governor of New 
York 20 years ago, said, “The 
rent is too damn high!” 

Let’s do something about it. 
Let’s build space for next 

year’s dreams. 

Nicollet, from page 1

the corner with the park saw 
near-misses as children crossed 
to the park while vehicles sped 
past. Other neighbors shared 
her concerns and started dis-
cussing and exploring solutions 
– albeit in pandemic Zoom fash-
ion. We put up signs intend-
ed to slow traffic along 32nd 
Street and Elliot and 10th Ave-
nues. We discovered that plans 
were on the shelf at the city for 
a Southside Greenway, a north/
south-axis major greenway like 
the east/west Midtown Green-
way. The first step, suggest-
ed the plan, was to find some 
blocks for a pilot.

Also, Safe Routes to School is 
a current city project to change 
infrastructure to improve safe-
ty, reduce traffic and improve 
air quality near schools and is 
in the planning for our streets.

As we sought support at the 
city, we found that members of 
the Bicycle Advisory Committee 
(BAC) affirmed that physical 
impediments like bump-outs 

were considered necessary for 
reducing speeding.  The BAC 
helpfully asked Public Works 
via a resolution to create a sim-
ple bike crossing at the cul-de-
sac at 10th Avenue and Lake 
Street. We’ve been waiting for 
a legitimate bike crossing on 
this major bike route ever since 
2008 when the cul-de-sac was 
built.  Now, with the rebuild of 
the U.S. Bank building, bike ac-
cess and safety are even more 
compromised. This is especially 
galling to neighbors since many 
risked their personal safety as 
they tried to keep the building 
from burning during the chaos 
in the aftermath of the mur-
der of George Floyd. Yet, Public 
Works has so far never fixed the 
bike blockage created in 2008.

The Dec. 12 event was a step 
in engaging more neighbors in 
the discussion of what chang-
es would be best – a design in 
progress. Neighbors hope that 
some sort of calming can be 
instituted as part of the re-as-
phalting, even if it is just a tem-
porary pilot.  

Powderhorn, from page 1
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“When he comes out of the 
hole and sees his shadow, then 
it’s six more weeks of winter.” 

It makes sense.  If the ground-
hog comes out of his hole on 
Feb. 2 in Minnesota, and he sees 
his shadow, that means there’s 
most likely still snow on the 
ground, so it probably wasn’t 
the shadow that caught his eye.  
It was probably the snow, and 
that snow would cause him to 
think, “Well, that means six 
more weeks before that stuff 
melts.  I’m going back to sleep.” 

Like all important rituals 
passed down to us, there’s no 
doubt some elementary wisdom 
behind it.  It’s probably a North-
ern European agrarian myth, 
begun to signal farmers when 
to plant.  It’s not a good idea 
to put anything in the ground 
around Feb. 2.  Best to wait 
six weeks—around Easter—the 
time of sacrifice, death, buri-
al and resurrection.  That’s the 
time to start planting things in 
the ground. 

It is possible that the farm-
er in Pennsylvania who made 
up that story knew something 
about Ancient Greece and the 
stories the Greeks told farmers 

3000 years ago about when to 
plant. 

For the Greeks, the time to 
start planting was midway be-
tween the winter solstice and 
the spring equinox—around six 
weeks after the winter solstice, 
around Groundhog Day.  But, 
for the Greeks, that day was 
one to celebrate—not the ugly 
groundhog, but the beautiful 
goddess Persephone, returning 
to earth from her conjugal bed 
with Hades, the ruler of the un-
derworld, the land of the dead.  
In Rosetti’s lovely painting of 
her, she emerges from the cave 
and turns back in longing and 
memory to taste one last pome-
granate seed.  But she does 
emerge from the cave, and she 
does help her mother, Demeter, 
grow things in the ground.  And 
the planting begins.  Midway 
between winter solstice and 
the spring equinox was the best 
time to plant in the Mediterra-
nean cultures from North Africa 
to Greece.  Farmers could har-
vest their crop before the late 
August sun burned everything. 

I like to imagine it was some 
hippie farmer who lost his job 
teaching Greek in the local 
high school in Pittsburgh in the 
1870s when the school board 
decided teaching Greek wasn’t 
practical enough.  He moved 
to the country and had to learn 
when to plant, and once he 
learned, he became an expert 
at it.  As a joke he transposed 
Persephone with Punxsutawney 
Phil. 

That’s some transposition—to 
turn a beautiful goddess into a 
fat rodent. 

Was this some Christian 
bashing of the agrarian tradi-
tions that developed into pa-
ganism?  Was it the Christians 
saying, “Beautiful goddesses 
don’t come out of the ground 
in February.  Fat rodents come 
out of the ground in February.  
A true religion would worship 
a god who comes out of the 
ground at Easter, a much better 
time for planting.” 

And the Pope might conclude, 
“And there’s no celebration of 
a goddess descending into the 
earth to an unholy reunion with 
her lover in hell at some time 
in August, midway between the 
summer solstice and the autum-
nal equinox.  There is, however, 
the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin bodily into heaven at 
about that time.” 

The Emperor Constantine 
figured all that out.  He put the 
Christian holidays at the same 
time as the pagan holidays, so 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
and a week later we celebrate 
the birth of the New Year.  And 
we celebrate the death and res-
urrection of Jesus at the same 
time the ancients celebrated 
the Osiris and Dionysus myths 

of resurrection and fertility.  
Constantine isn’t generally 

acknowledged as the one who 
collected the stories of Jesus 
and made them into Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, but it was 
he who in 325 created a Holy 
Roman Catholic (as in univer-
sal) Church.  It was loyal to 
Rome, Roman law and Roman 
custom. 

Ever since Jesus tried to drive 
the money changers out of the 
temple, every do-gooder in his-
tory has dreamt of leading a 
mob against the centers of op-
pression.  Constantine recog-
nized the threat.  He sanitized 
the stories of Jesus by taking 
out most of the negative refer-
ences to Rome and released his 
new, revised book, the New Tes-
tament. 

The Protestant faith broke 
off from the Catholics on class 
lines.  The craftspeople and 
small burghers wanted more 
control of their towns and 
guilds and more control over 
the value of their work.  The 
Catholic Church aligned with 
the feudal classes.  It was for 
the divine right of kings and 
papal infallibility, and against 
these new small businesspeople 
in towns who wanted to ques-
tion everything. 

The very public conflicts 
within the Catholic Church to-
day are the struggles between 
the authoritarian old guard 
and the more socially progres-
sive forces around Pope Fran-
cis.  The College of Cardinals 
no doubt figured that there is 
no future with the old guard, 
and it’s time to try a little Lib-
eration Theology.  That struggle 
was crystallized in the recent 
meeting between Biden and the 
Pope.  The reactionary bishops 
wanted to deny Biden commu-
nion, participation in sharing 
the body and blood of Christ, 
because Biden supported a 
woman’s right to an abortion.  
The Pope said Biden is a good 
Catholic.  That means being a 
good Catholic is different than 
it was just a few years ago.  The 
Catholic Church is changing.  
It’s so old that when it moves, 
it creaks and makes a lot of 
noise.  But it wants its sheep to 
stay in their flocks and knows it 
may have to climb steep hills to 
round up the faithful. 

And we moderns have adopt-
ed a groundhog to repudiate the 
myths of antiquity.  All across 
the northern part of North 
America, a very secular ritual is 
played out on Feb. 2.  It’s not re-
ligious.  The groundhog doesn’t 
represent a redeemer or a Greek 
goddess.  It’s just a groundhog, 
and, if he turns away and runs 
from the sight of the snow, he’s 
just saying wait another six 
weeks before planting. 

Understanding Groundhog Day and 
the myth of Persephone 



Great. Bravo. But the problem 
is your little yellow train that 
you are all bravo about, you are 
going to have all the ethnics 
[sic] you want.” This man was 
actually wrong about how little 
diversity Hopkins has and only 
received a tiny percent of the 
vote, but looking at his com-
ments and looking at the design 
of the Northstar Commuter Rail 
Line certainly makes one think: 
Why are all the Northstar stops 
outside of the urban centers of 
the cities they serve?

We need to stop fooling our-
selves that our transit sys-
tem works in a vacuum where 
the law of supply and demand 

is the only factor that deter-
mines which routes get fund-
ing and which routes take the 
back seat. Supply and demand 
doesn’t influence how frequent 
or reliable our transit is near-
ly as much as the skin color of 
those who ride it. If you still 
don’t think officials would pur-
posely pursue a design destined 
to fail rather than allow “eth-
nics” from “Welfare-apolis” 
into their community, I would 
recommend looking into Heath-
er McGhee’s book “The Sum of 
Us: What Racism Costs Every-
one and How We Can Prosper 
Together.”
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Is racism driving transit planning?
BY ELINA KOLSTAD

Anyone who has ever rid-
den the Route 21 Metro Tran-
sit bus, especially the stretch 
between Hennepin Avenue and 
Hiawatha Avenue, knows that 
it has some of the highest de-
mand of all Metro Transit’s bus 
routes. The numbers bear this 
out. In the fall of 2018, Metro 
Transit reported over 10,000 
average weekday rides on the 
21, making it the second highest 
Metro Transit ridership route. 
And yet, we are only now seeing 

plans being developed to im-
prove this transit corridor for 
the first time in decades. If we 
are lucky, in 2024 we will see B 
Line Bus Rapid Transit service 
begin, hopefully leading to fast-
er and more reliable service. 
The preliminary estimated cost 
of the B Line is $54 million.

On the other hand, in 2009 

the Northstar Commuter Rail 
Line was completed from Big 
Lake, Minn., to downtown Min-
neapolis. The total cost of the 
Northstar project was $317 mil-
lion. In 2018, the same year that 
saw over 10,000 average week-
day rides on the Route 21 bus, 
the Northstar Line saw 2,814 
average weekday rides. We 
need to stop fooling ourselves 
that the law of supply and de-
mand is the main factor that 
determines what public transit 
gets funding and how much.

The Northstar Line has al-

ways had disappointingly low 
numbers and in the wake of 
COVID those numbers have 
plummeted further still. The 
Northstar was built to be a com-
muter rail line, it’s right there 
in the title. It was built to bring 
people from Big Lake and the 
surrounding area into down-
town Minneapolis to work and 

then home again. Nothing else. 
Not only was there basically 
only one destination, down-
town Minneapolis, the line was 
only ever designed to take pas-
sengers to and from work.

I know someone who took 
the Northstar up to Big Lake 
when it first opened. He went 
up from Minneapolis in the 
morning, thinking that a train 
trip and some exploration of a 
small town would be a fun way 
to spend the day. He ended up 
in a park and ride lot in an area 
isolated from any amenities like 
cafes or restaurants and no in-
dication of how to get to any. 
He waited a few boring hours 
before he could catch the next 
train to the city and never went 
back.

One might think that this is 
a story about how those who 
planned and built the North-
star mistakenly built a line that 
would ultimately fail to attract 
the ridership needed to sustain 
it. But what if this aspect of the 
design was seen as a feature, 
not a flaw?

In 2017, Bob Ivers, then run-
ning for mayor in Hopkins, 
said of the Southwest Light 
Rail Line, “The light rail to me 
is nothing but a tube that is 
going to bring nothing but riff 
raff and trash from Minneap-
olis.” He went on to state, “All 
the Chicago and Detroit riff 
raff who have moved into ‘Wel-
fare-apolis,’ they are going to 
get on that train and you know 
where they are going to end up 
– at the Depot with yours and 
yours and yours granddaugh-
ters and grandsons.” Ivers fol-
lowed this statement with, 
“Hopkins is 90% white, okay. 
The 10% coloreds and Mexi-
cans and Asians who are here. 

(Photo/metrotransit.org)

Route 21 Metro Transit from St. Paul and down Lake 
Street (Photo/moveitapp.com)
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The North Star Caucus of the 
Democratic Socialists of Ameri-
ca (DSA) has recently circulat-
ed, for discussion and approval, 
an outline of strategic objec-
tives for 2022. 

They call for a United Front 
Against Fascism and the need 
to “jettison a growing tendency 
towards a ‘go it alone’ approach 
that devalues coalition work 

and glosses over the importance 
– indeed, the necessity – of a 
center-left coalition to defend 
democracy from neo-fascism.

“The immediate task is mobi-
lizing to prevent the Republican 
Party from retaking Congress 
in this year’s midterm elections 
and strengthening its hold on 
state and local governments. 
We cannot accept the conven-
tional wisdom predicting inevi-
table Democratic Party defeat. A 
Republican takeover would shut 
down investigations of the Jan. 
6 attack on the Capitol and set 
the stage for the House of Rep-
resentatives choosing the next 
president. To prevent a Repub-
lican takeover, efforts should 
focus on winnable races.” 

Let’s get to work. 
Congress: 
What’s a “winnable race”?   
Senate: no race. 
Tina Smith re-elected 2020.  

Klobuchar up for re-election 
2024. 

House: Ilhan Omar and Betty 
McCollum should have no trou-
ble.  Dean Phillips (one of the 
richest men in Minnesota) won 
by more than 10 points in 2020; 
he shouldn’t have any trouble 
getting re-elected.  Angie Craig 
had a close race.  She won by 
2.3%, but a Legal Marijuana 
Now candidate, Adam Weeks, 
got 5.8% of the vote.  He died 
before the election, but in a 
voicemail recording to a friend 
he admitted Republican opera-
tives had paid him $15,000 to 
run to siphon off votes from 
Democrats. 

Although the strategy didn’t 
work in Angie’s 2nd District, 
it worked just fine in the 1st 
District.  The Republican, Jim 
Hagedorn, won that race with 
48.6% of the vote to Dan Fee-
han’s 45.6% — with a Grass-
roots-Legalize Cannabis Party 

candidate, Bill Rood, winning 
more than the difference with 
5.8%.  Hagedorn is current-
ly under investigation by the 
House Ethics Committee for 
funneling $100,000 in govern-
ment printing to a staffer and 
for not reporting an in-kind 
political contribution of office 
space for his campaign. 
Redistricting is going to change 
all the congressional districts.  
The new maps won’t be avail-

able until after Feb. 15, but 
most drafts have shown the 1st 
District shrinking its rural ar-
eas and adding more urban ar-
eas.  Population in rural areas 

has been relatively stable for 
the past 100 years, but urban 
growth has been consistently 
increasing.  All new maps of the 
1st District include the cities of 
Mankato and Rochester.  The 
population of Mankato went 
from 39,309 in 2010 to 44,488 
in 2020.  The population of 
Olmsted County (Roches-
ter) went from 144,248 to 
167,450.  That urban growth 
should help Democrats.

Another factor that should 
help is that Tim Walz, who used 
to represent the 1st District in 
Congress, will be at the top of 
the ticket running for re-elec-
tion as governor.

State Senate:
The Republicans control the 

State Senate by one vote.  In 
2020 Tyler Becvar was the Le-
gal Marijuana Now candidate in 
Senate District 27.  He posted 
a video on his Facebook page 
promoting the Republican can-
didate in that race, Gene Dorn-
ink, who beat DFL Sen. Dan 
Sparks by 1,902 votes. Becvar 
got 2,500 votes. 

Although the district will be 
redrawn it will most likely in-
clude Austin and Albert Lea.  
Austin gained 1,456 people in 

Let’s do it! 

Jim Hagedorn Gene Dornink
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Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 

T

T

T

T

T

L

L

M
612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Southside Pride Powderhorn Edition is a monthly 
community newspaper delivered on the First Monday 
of the month for free to convenient locations in and 
around the Powderhorn community. We are proud of 
the racial  and cultural diversity of the Southside, and 

we oppose racism and other efforts to keep us 
apart as a community.

If you want to share some news of your church, school 
or organization, please write us at:

Neighborhood Night. This month 
we honor Women’s History 
Month by viewing and discussing 
the documentary “The Fight for 
Women’s Rights,” which looks at 
the stories of two women—one 
who is one of the first female 
commercial airline pilots and one 
who is part of the early women’s 
rights movement. This documen-
tary shows how women used tal-
ent and persistence to overcome 
obstacles. Come, learn and get 
to know neighbors!  Coffee and 
snacks included.  Bring a friend!  
No cost/no registration. For more 
info: www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Stories of SEVEN Women 
Monday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
The O’Shaughnessy
St. Catherine University
2004 Randolph Ave., St. Paul
In honor of celebrating wom-
en’s vital role in history, The 
O’Shaughnessy is proud to 
present “SEVEN,” a riveting 
documentary play by seven 
female writers based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Pakistan, Nigeria, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Russia and Cambodia. Produced 
by LA Theatre Works, the play 
makes the powerful and timeless 
statement that even in the darkest 
times, one person, one voice, 
and a single act of courage, can 
change the lives of thousands. 
“SEVEN” will be on The 
O’Shaughnessy stage for one 
performance only at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 16. Tickets are 
$25-$29 (discounts for students, 
seniors, military, TPT, MPR). Box 
Office: www.theoshaughnessy.
com or 651-690-6700

Zealous Hellions: Taylor Mac
Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Mixed Blood Theatre

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls.
Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Taylor 
Mac in their newest ZEALOUS 
HELLIONS event. Taylor Mac, 
who uses “judy” (lowercase 
unless at the start of a sentence, 
just like a regular pronoun), 
not as a name but as a gender 
pronoun – is a playwright, actor, 
singer-songwriter, performance 
artist, director and producer. 
Judy’s work has been performed 
on Broadway, the Lincoln Center, 
D.C.’s Kennedy Center and the 
Sydney Opera House. Mac is 
a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
recipient, a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama, and a Tony-nominated 
playwright. Mac will discuss art, 
gender, expression and last year’s 
Broadway experience with the 
show “Gary: A Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus”in conversation with 
Jeremy Cohen, the Producing 
Artistic Director of the Play-
wrights’ Center. Mac and Cohen 
will debate, connect and theorize 
with each other on stage which, 
in combination with audience 
energy and participation, will 
result in humor, inspiration and 
wisdom.   
Guaranteed admission for $25, 
become a member, or attend 
without charge on a first-come-
first-served basis via Radical 
Hospitality. For reservations or 
more info, call 612-338-0937 or go 
to https://mixedblood.com/event/
zhtaylormac/.

Sick Lit: A Writing Workshop
Saturday, March 21
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nokomis Library
5100 34th Ave. S., Mpls.
An open writing workshop for 
artists and writers interested 
in writing and reading around 
chronic illness. No previous expe-
rience needed. FREE. Workshops 
will be lead by writer, editor, 
and teaching artist Lara Mimosa 
Montes in the library meeting 
room. For more info and to RSVP, 
please write: MplsWritingWork-
shops@gmail.com

Arbeit Opera Theatre presents
“The Rape of Lucretia”
March 20-21, 7:30 p.m.
March 22, 4 p.m.
Southern Theater
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls.
AOT will present “The Rape of 
Lucretia” by Benjamin Britten 
on March 20- 22 at the historic 
Southern Theater in Minneapolis. 
The production will be presented 
in English with English superti-
tles, and features an all-Minneso-
ta cast, crew and orchestra. “The 
Rape of Lucretia” was the first of 
Britten’s chamber operas and is 
based upon the ancient Roman 
tragedy of Lucretia. As with most 
of Britten’s operatic storytelling, 
Lucretia portrays the struggle of 
an individual against a hostile 
society. The story unfolds during 
a time of war when Rome is ruled 
by an Etruscan king who ascend-
ed to power through force. It is in 
this hostile society that Lucretia’s 
body is used as a tool for political 
ambition and power. AOT’s pro-
duction will be set untradition-
ally in an ambiguous time and 
place, focusing this story through 
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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World Premiere of 
“Spamtown, USA”
Now through April 5
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
Children’s Theatre Company 
(CTC) is proud to announce the 
world premiere production of 
“Spamtown, USA,” running Feb. 
16 through April 5, written by 
Philip Dawkins and directed by 
Will Davis. The playwright met 
with and interviewed 25 people 
who were children in the city of 
Austin, Minn., during the P-9 
Strike against Hormel in the 
1980s to gather their stories and 
perspectives. The play explores 
how pivotal events that occurred 
during the strike affected relation-
ships inside and between three 
families. While five kids dream 
of space camp, tennis teams, and 
out-of-state college, they find 
their families and community 
suddenly divided by picket lines 
and opposing agendas. This is 
the story of having the strength 
to stand up for what you believe 
in, the challenge that comes in 
disagreeing with those you love, 
and the humor that helps keep 
friendships alive. The show is 
recommended for everyone ages 
9 and up. Ticket prices range 
from $15 through $71 (subject to 
change) with ACT Pass tickets for 
$5. For more information, visit us 
online at www.childrenstheatre.
org or call the ticket office at 612-
874-0400.

March at Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls.
The Theater of Public Policy

Mondays, March 9 and 23
April 6 and 20
May 4 and 18
7 p.m. (doors at 6 p.m.)
Presented by Danger Boat 
Productions
Learn AND laugh with The 
Theater of Public Policy! Each 
show, we host an expert guest for 
a live on-stage discussion on a 
big issue, topic or idea. Then the 
cast brings the conversation to 
life through entirely unscripted 
improv comedy theater. Tickets 
$15/$12 in advance or with Fringe 
button/$60 season pass (over the 
phone only). More info at https://
www.bryantlakebowl.com/the-
ater/the-theater-of-public-policy-
57/?mc_id=1749
Courtney Pauroso: Gutterplum
Friday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by Spit Take Comedy 
Series
A smash hit at the 2019 Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival, “Gutter-
plum” is an unclassifiable whirl-
wind of physical comedy and 
theater from LA-based comedian 
and “dangerously delightful” 
clown Courtney Pauroso. “An 
intense and hilarious journey...an 
hour of utter chaos that somehow 
portrays a deep life-spanning 
story.” $18/$15 in advance. More 
info and tickets:
https://www.bryantlakebowl.
com/theater/courtney-pauro-
so-gutterplum/?mc_id=1747

Dan Pfeiffer presents
“Un-Trumping America”
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
The Parkway Theater
4814 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
Dan Pfeiffer, New York Times 
bestselling author and co-host of 

“Pod Save America,” comes to the 
Parkway in celebration of his new 
book, “Un-Trumping America: A 
Plan to Make America a De-
mocracy Again.” Join us for this 
energizing reading and book sign-
ing! Each ticket includes a copy of 
Pfeiffer’s new book. “Un-Trump-
ing America” is a sharp political 
playbook for how Democrats can 
take on Trump, McConnell, Fox 
News, and the rest of the right-
wing circus dominating American 
politics. The book dismantles 
toxic Trumpism and offers a 
way forward. The event with 
be moderated by special guest 
Alyssa Mastromonaco. Sponsored 
by Magers & Quinn Booksellers. 
For more info and tickets: https://
www.magersandquinn.com/
event.

“Redwood”
March 11-April 11
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.
Sundays, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls.
The Jungle Theater is excited to 
present “Redwood,” an astute 
new play brimming with com-
edy, wit and dance. Written by 
Brittany K. Allen and directed 
by H. Adam Harris, this singular 
American story is about learning 
to live and love in a present that’s 
enmeshed in a dark past. In this 
razor-sharp, humor-filled tale, a 
Hip-Hop dance class Greek Cho-
rus and opinionated long-dead 
ancestors help guide the relation-
ship between Meg and Drew, an 
interracial couple whose lives are 
rocked when Meg’s Uncle Stevie 
discovers Drew is from the family 
that enslaved her relatives in 
antebellum Kentucky. Tickets and 
more information are available at 
612-822-7063 or www.junglethe-
ater.org.

The Fight for Women’s Rights
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
(Garvey Hall)
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
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by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
directed by TOM QUAINTANCE

Twelfth Night
Final 2 Weeks!
Must close March 22

A romantic Shakespeare comedy

Sponsored by

Voted ‘Best Thrift Store’ 
in the Twin Cities

City Pages, July 2020

Please wear a mask and 
observe social distancing.

Both of our thrift stores are 
temporarily CLOSED till 

further notice, for the health 
of all. . . . We miss you! ♥

Meanwhile, please stay safe 
and healthy!

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

2939 12th Ave, S., Mpls, MN 55407
612-722-7882 • www.svdpmls.org

2020, and Albert Lea gained 
436 people even while its sur-
rounding rural area lost popu-
lation. 

If you have time and/or mon-
ey, the best places to put your 
energies would be Congressio-
nal District 1 and Minnesota 
State Senate District 27. 

The DSA document says, 

“DSA should help to build a 
‘Mississippi Summer’-style 
mobilization, actively seeking 
joint leadership with organiza-
tions focused on racism, labor, 
climate change, immigration, 
reproductive rights and other 
leading priorities.” 

Let’s do it. 
Let’s get to work. 



BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

A little over a year ago, I 
heard of an effort to launch a 
Democratic Socialist Caucus in 
the DFL. I have called myself 
a democratic socialist since 
about the mid-1980s. I made 
the transition from anarchist 
(because of Ursula K. Le Guin, 
Emma Goldman, and my small 
but intellectually broad social 
circle in Atlanta) through an-
archo-syndicalism (because it 
sounds so cool, right?) to so-
cialism itself. 

I didn’t actually join Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America 
until 1986, when I encountered 
Twin Cities DSA at a MayDay 
festival. I have been a member 
at heart ever since, although I 
have let my dues lapse for long 
periods, especially when I lived 
abroad. But, since 2011, when I 
returned here from England, I 
have been an extremely active 
member, and was a co-chair 
from 2016 to 2018. 

I have also been very active 
in the DFL. I have attended all 
my caucuses and several con-
ventions as a delegate. I have 

been a volunteer and/or pre-
cinct captain for a number of 
candidates. I have been a nom-
inal member of the DFL Senior 
Caucus. 

So, the idea of a Democrat-
ic Socialist Caucus, or let’s say 
DSC for short, seemed like a 
good idea. The people organiz-
ing it were a good mix of ages, 
genders, agendas, ideologies 
and backgrounds, and were 
statewide, though concentrated 
in the Twin Cities, and prob-
ably 50% or higher were mil-
lennials. As far as I know, all of 
them are people with solid DFL 
organizing history, and none of 
them (the organizers of it, not 
the members they signed up) 
are active DSA members except 
for me. 

To be clear, I was not one of 
the initial organizers. Due to 
my high visibility in DSA, I was 
not planning to have any role 
beyond rank-and-file member 
in the DSC, but there was a va-
cancy for treasurer, and I some-
what reluctantly volunteered. 

Membership was still pretty 
low at that initial meeting, and 
it would have been hard to get 
a quorum on the Steering Com-
mittee with a permanent va-
cancy. And, I reasoned, by the 
time the organization was even 
legally entitled to spend money, 
I could pass the role on to some-
one better. 

I am giving all this person-
al and trivial information for 
context, so you can understand 
what a shock and a blow it was, 
not just to me, but to all the DSC 
organizers who had followed all 
the rules and been thoughtful 
and sincere, when our chair 
and a few other DSC Steering 
Committee members attended a 
DFL State Executive Committee 
(SEC) meeting on Dec. 8, 2021, 
at which they were, not to put 
too fine a point on it, attacked 
and slandered as sneaky DSA 
infiltrators out to destroy the 
party. 

In case you’re not famil-
iar with how a DFL caucus is 
formed, after an initial meeting, 
the group elects interim officers 
and drafts bylaws, and then af-
ter a year or so of internal or-

ganizing, begins to petition the 
DFL for recognition as a caucus. 
The first step is to be voted rec-
ognition as a DFL-sanctioned 
“community outreach organiza-
tion.” It’s not the SEC, but the 
much larger group, the State 
Central Committee (SCC), that 
takes this vote. However, to be 

placed on the SCC’s agenda, the 
petitioning organization has to 
petition the SEC to put them on 
it, at the SEC meeting immedi-
ately preceding the SCC by sev-
eral days. 

The DSC Steering 
Committee met sev-
eral times in prepa-
ration for that crucial 
Dec. 8 meeting. People 
worked their own DFL 
networks and sounded 
out SEC members they 
knew. A PowerPoint 
was prepared with our 
arguments about why 
the DFL should have a 
Democratic Socialist 
caucus. It pointed out 
that since 2016 and the 
Bernie Sanders presi-
dential candidacy bid, 
democratic socialism, 
or the potential for it, has been 
a huge factor in a flood of new 
DFL activists and a few candi-
dates, and even a few winning 
candidates. 

The fact that many of those 
candidates were cross-endorsed 
by the DSA is possibly what has 
put the fear into the marrow of 
Ken Martin’s bones. Ken Martin 
is the chair of the DFL SEC and 
was the leader of the attack at 
the meeting. But I am here to 
tell you that his fear is ironical-
ly and insanely misplaced.  

In the week or so before the 
SEC meeting, we had received 
very encouraging communi-
cations from other DFL com-
mittees, including the one cri-
tiquing our proposed bylaws 
and suggesting some changes, 
which we incorporated. So go-
ing into the SEC meeting we 
were unprepared for outright 
hostility. But that’s what we 
got, not from every SEC mem-
ber but, sadly, from a solid ma-
jority of them. Their fear of and 
hostility toward this nascent 
caucus is ironic on many levels. 

The basis of Ken Martin’s re-

sponse to our petition was to 
state that this was an incur-
sion from the DSA, an organi-
zation that, while not a party, 
he claims is operating as one. 

Both prongs of this statement 
are documentably false. As sup-
port for his accusations, Martin 
cited the fact that DSA members 
have verbally attacked the DFL 
and stated their hostility to it, 
and that the DSA intends to run 
candidates against DFL incum-
bents. 

But the irony comes into it 
due to a massive misapprehen-
sion of DSA’s nature. It’s true 
there is a sizeable and outspo-
ken minority of Twin Cities DSA 
that opposes the DFL. However, 
this faction does not want to 
take over the DFL but, rather, 
wants nothing to do with them. 
In any case, it is not in leader-

ship, and not driving electoral 
policy at all. 

On the other side of the coin, 
the DSC group is not only not 
a project of DSA, but it also 
has little overlap in member-
ship with DSA. I am, as far as 
I know, the only person who is 
a perceived leader in both Twin 
Cities DSA and the DSC, and I 
am not on the Twin Cities DSA 
Steering Committee. And to 
further the irony, I doubt if Ken 
Martin even knows my name. 
If there were to be a DSA con-
spiracy to take over the DFL, I 
am possibly the only person in 
Minnesota positioned to make 
that happen, and I have always 
stipulated that that could never 
happen and would be a suicidal 
move for Twin Cities DSA. 

All the people that this my-
opic faction of DFL leadership 
thinks are out to take them over 
are completely absent from the 
DSC. All the actual DFL activists 
who hold democratic socialist 
values and make up the core 
of the DSC have either rejected 
DSA as not a good fit for them, 
or only joined it as an avenue 
to organize more socialists into 
the DFL, an avenue they would 
not need to take if they had a 
DFL-approved Democratic So-
cialist Caucus. 

In a further irony, the DSC ex-
perienced a surge in new mem-
ber applications in the week 
following the SEC debacle, so 
that was nice. 
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BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

The connection

For the past decade or so, I 
have been thinking a lot, and act-
ing – a bit less, but still acting – 
on ways to reduce my personal 
harm to the environment in the 
process of consumption. As the 
four “R”s tell us (reduce, reuse, 
repair, recycle), a major way to 
do that is to consume less – to 
reduce. But breaking that down a 
little, you can also “consume less” 

even of things you have to con-
sume to stay alive and healthy, by 
choosing things with less pack-
aging, less waste, less harm in 
the disposing of what’s left. And 
this is nowhere so prevalent an 
issue for individual consumers 
as it is for health and body care 
products, household cleaning 
and maintenance products and, 
of course, food. So here are some 
of my thoughts and discoveries 
about balancing a healthy body 
and lifestyle with a less impact-
ful consumption and hopefully a 
healthier planet. 

Water is life

It’s vital to your health to 
drink enough water. (Although 
you can drink too much!) Ideal-
ly, you want purity and alkalin-
ity in your drinking water. And, 
if you drink coffee, tea or broth, 
or make homemade lemonade, or 
eat a lot of rice or other grains, 
you should be using pure or at 
least filtered water to prepare 
those as well. Drinking a lot of 

water and eating foods rich in 
water are especially important in 
winter, when our indoor air may 
be really dry and the cold air out-
side dries our skin and eyes and 
sinuses. 

Unfortunately, the default con-
sumerist solution to this is to 
purchase water in plastic con-
tainers. Part of the cruel irony 
of this is the staggering amount 
of water required to produce the 
plastic containers holding the 
water, not to mention the pollu-
tion they cause in their afterlife, 
and the carbon poured into the 
atmosphere by shipping water 
from one place to another. 

There are alternatives. A sim-
ple alternative if you still need 
to buy water is that now you can 
buy it in a cardboard box, like 
milk or juice, which is a small 
improvement. boxedwaterisbet-
ter.com/ has more information; 
their products are available at 
the co-op, and there are some 
other boxed water brands out 
there as well. 

Another solution, of course, is 
to “make your own.” We’re lucky 
in that our municipal tap water 
is neither lethally unhealthy nor 
criminally expensive, and you can 
get by with simply filtering wa-
ter you use for direct consump-
tion. This will probably involve 
plastic, but not nearly as much as 
single-use bottles. I won’t bother 
to recommend a reusable bottle 
– you probably already have at 
least one. The trick here is not 
to over-consume drinking water 
bottles! You only need one, but 
rare is the person disciplined 
enough to buy only one. 

Another solution, probably 
better than the filtering option if 
you’re using a lot of water, and 
have good local options for this, 
is to buy or rent a water dispens-
er and have 5-gallon bottles de-
livered to install on it. I used this 
for a few years a long time ago 
and, as I recall, it was great. Also, 
you can now buy or rent a water 
dispenser that is also a filtration 
device and uses your own tap 
water feed. A local company, Pre-
mium Waters, provides both ser-
vices. See premiumwaters.com/.

Aiming for zero-new-plastic

There are several online sourc-
es of supplies I can recommend 
for helping you reduce consump-
tion of plastic in its most egre-
gious form – which is new, sin-

gle-use and, even worse, often 
not recyclable. Some of these or 
similar products can be had from 

Amazon, Walmart or Target. 
However, I would encourage you 
to buy from companies that are 
wholly dedicated to reducing un-
necessary packaging, rather than 
these big-box behemoths, most 
of whose products are overpack-
aged in single-use plastic. It kind 
of defeats the overall purpose of 
doing your own best at reining in 
consumption if you’re supporting 
huge systems devoted to and de-
pendent on just the opposite. 

Etee (etee.com) sells various 
types of soap products either in 
bar form or in a highly concen-
trated liquid packaged in a bees-
wax tube. They also sell various 
alternatives to plastics such as 
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bamboo toothbrushes, loofah 
and cellulose pot scrubbers, and 
drinking straws made of a choice 
of glass, steel or silicone. They 
sell multi-use containers which 
may have a small amount of plas-
tic, such as a pump-lid for a glass 

jar, but are designed for years of 
use rather than just one or two. 

Etee has great products, great 
customer service, a blog with 
loads of information, and an af-
filiate program if you want to try 
selling for them. They offer free 
shipping over a certain thresh-
old, and all their packing and 
shipping materials are paper, 
cardboard or other compostable 
material. 

Another similar company, al-
though with a narrower focus, 
is Dropps (dropps.com). Dropps 
makes concentrated pods of de-
tergents for laundry or dish-
washers. The pods themselves 
are completely soluble and non-
toxic, no plastic microparticles. 
The detergents are the most en-
vironmentally friendly you can 
find, in natural scents or un-
scented. The packaging is just a 

small cardboard box. I love these 
things; laundry day is no longer a 
big guilt-fest. 

In addition to these products, 
plastic-free or reduced-waste 
versions of almost every health 
and beauty product have become 
available. Stick deodorant in a 
cardboard tube, liquid spray de-
odorant in a glass bottle, sham-
poo and conditioner in a bar, 
non-plastic dental floss in a card-
board dispenser, tooth powder 
sold in bulk, lotions and makeup 
products in refillable glass jars, 
reusable makeup brushes and 
natural sponges, washable cotton 
menstrual or incontinence prod-
ucts; all of these are increasingly 
available. Check out our local ze-
ro-waste shop, Tare Market, for 
these and more. 

Almost zero-carbon workouts

Workouts are good for keeping 
you healthy. The only thing that’s 
really bad is if you drive a long 
way from your home to your gym. 

One way around that is a thing I 
did when I was younger (but not 
young, I was in my early 50s) and 
living in England. I belonged to a 
small gym about a mile from my 
house. When the weather was 

nice, I walked briskly to the gym. 
The walk there was my warm-up, 
and a more leisurely walk home, 
maybe with a pit stop for a cool 
drink, was my cool-down. Since 
I used only human-powered ma-
chines, this was close to a ze-
ro-carbon workout. If you live 
too far for that, you could drive 
to within a set distance, park, 
and walk for your warm-up. Base 
this on your own fitness level and 
needs. This works for yoga stu-
dios, Pilates, and personal train-
ers in their homes as well. 

Another option, though cur-
rently out of my price range, is 
to have a personal trainer come 
to your home and work out with 
you. I also did this in England, 
when I was working up to the 
point of joining the gym and go-
ing solo. It was great; I have fond 
memories of my personal train-
er, who built clever impromptu 
obstacle courses in my backyard 
and made me run them. 

Hibernate like the mammal 
you are

Have you ever noticed how 
bears look oddly human? Well, 
the bears think we look odd-
ly bearlike. They can’t under-
stand, though, how we survive 
the winter, without either fur or 
hibernation. They have a point. 
Although we have lost the consti-
tution to be able to sleep through 
the entire season, it is good for 
you to sleep more during the 
months when the nights are long 
and cold. 

That’s all there is to it. Just 
try arranging your schedule so 
you sleep more. Try to limit your 
sleep to the numerous dark hours 
and preserve the precious sun-
light for activity. Following the 
lead of our fellow mammals, you 
may find you want to eat less as 
you sleep more. Or, if sleeping 
long hours doesn’t work for you, 
try a daily meditation instead of 
a nap. Winter is signaling us to 
slow down; don’t ignore it. 
How to have a social life 

during a pandemic or other 
emergency, like winter 

Ha ha. I don’t really think win-
ter is an emergency. I wouldn’t 
live in Minnesota if I did. But 
sometimes winter brings emer-
gencies –  flu, snowstorms, waves 
of the pandemic – we may have 
all of these and more in a given 
winter. Thank God for Zoom, and 
Google Meet, and Facebook Live, 
and Discord, and FaceTime. 

Another piece of attuning to 
the seasons is to stay in your 
den during the cold season. So-
cialize virtually, watch soothing 
performances at home, listen to 

seasonal and calming music. If 
you live with other people in a 
household, have a quiet evening 
together playing games, sipping 
herbal tea or non-dairy fair-trade 
cocoa, and then go early to bed. If 
you live alone, do the same thing 
with your pod, your posse, or 
your family, but virtually. Family 
Zoom get-togethers, book clubs 
on Facebook Live, and games 
night on Discord are all possible. 

It’s no use being in the most 
perfect of health if we allow our 
planet to become uninhabitable. 
That would be the ultimate waste. 
Be well, and be thoughtful. 
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Free First Saturday at the
Walker Art Center
Saturday, Jan. 8, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Walker Art Center
725 Vineland Pl., Mpls.
Because the first Saturday of January 
2022 falls on New Year’s Day and 
the Walker will be closed, Free First 
Saturday has moved to Jan. 8! Stop by 
the Walker to learn about art in the 
exhibition “David Hockney: People, 
Places & Things,” explore the galleries 
with a scavenger hunt, create artwork 
inspired by Hockney, watch a fun, 
family-friendly short film, and grab 
an art kit to get creating on your 
own! Free First Saturday features free 
gallery admission. Gallery admission 
tickets are available on-site on the 
event day from the Main Lobby desk; 
quantities are limited. www.walker-
art.org

Holiday Flower Show and Reindeer 
Cam
Through Jan. 9
Como Park Zoo,
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory
1225 Estabrook Dr., St. Paul
The Holiday Flower Show, now 
on view in the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory, is a visual sensation 
to behold, featuring hundreds of 
poinsettias. Red, orange and yellow 
novelty poinsettias will fill the Sunken 
Garden with warmth and light. Sever-
al new varieties of poinsettias will be 
on display including “Orange Glow,” 
the first truly orange poinsettia and 
“Christmas Mouse,” a red poinsettia 
with rounded bracts that resemble 
the shape of mouse ears. The Holiday 
Flower Show tradition began in 1925 
and continues to be the most antic-
ipated flower attraction at the Con-
servatory today. The Holiday Flower 
Show will run from Dec. 4, 2021, to 
Jan. 9, 2022. 
Plus, Reindeer Cam is back and 
LIVE! Get to know Mabel, Abby and 
Forest, the three reindeer that call 
Como Zoo their ho-ho-home! Enjoy 
a 24/7 peek into the daily details 
of their lives through Como Zoo’s 
Reindeer Cam. Count down to the 
holidays while watching the reindeer 
feed, interact with one another, and 
socialize with their neighbors – a 
few arctic foxes that peep into the 
reindeer habitat from time to time. 
The reindeer holiday habitat includes 
a Christmas-themed barn complete 
with a live advent calendar and a map 
detailing Santa’s delivery route on 
Christmas Eve.
Visit https://comozooconservatory.
org/reindeer- or Como’s YouTube 
Channel https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCYWayS1GVktu4bMId-
4dyd-Q for all the reindeer games and 
holiday merriment you’ll need. Rein-
deer Cam is a great alternative to the 
yule log on a phone, laptop, tablet or 
big screen TV. For more information, 
visit https://comozooconservatory.
org/. 

‘The Dark Side of Memory’ with 
author Tessa Bridal
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Magers & Quinn Booksellers
3038 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
Tessa Bridal presents “The Dark Side 
of Memory,” in conversation with 
Ry Siggelkow. “The Dark Side of 
Memory” examines the largely un-
known history of the state-sponsored 
kidnapping of children in Uruguay 
and Argentina during the Cold War. 
The author interviewed parents, 
family members, and the children 

(now adults) for first-person accounts 
detailing the circumstances of the 
kidnappings and the illegal adoption 
of newborns from the torture centers 
where they were born. Mothers and 
grandmothers, often involved in de-
cades-long searches for their missing 
children and grandchildren, shared 
their determined and courageous 
confrontations with the kidnappers 
and with the governments and mili-
tary forces that protected them. Free 
in-store event, registration required 
at https://www.magersandquinn.
com/event/Tessa-Bridal-presents-
The-Dark-Side-of-Memory/30.

‘Rainbow-ish’
On view Jan. 12 – March 5
Opening reception Friday, Jan. 21, 
6 to 8 p.m. 
Fresh Eye Gallery
900 Ocean St., St. Paul
Fresh Eye Gallery presents “Rain-
bow-ish,” an exhibition exploring joy 
and exuberance. Throughout history 
and in many cultures, rainbows have 
represented optimism, promise and 
hope. “Rainbows represent happi-
ness, abundance, and togetherness, 
as well as family, equality, and 
awakening,” says “Rainbow-ish” artist 
Danielle Day.  
We are living in unprecedented times. 
With all the daunting challenges 
that face humanity worldwide — 
COVID-19, climate change, racial 
and economic inequality — opti-
mism seems to be in short supply. 
This exhibition features work that is 
bright, colorful, and generated for the 

sheer joy of creating something from 
nothing. 
The exhibiting artists are Danielle Day, 
Deja Day, Dede Decker, Ryan Suckow 
and Lucas Williams. All are self-taught 
artists supported by Fresh Eye Arts, 
a progressive art studio supporting 
artists with disabilities. The opening 
reception is free and open to the 
public.
Fresh Eye Gallery is an intentionally 
inclusive community space. The gal-
lery is an extension of our Fresh Eye 
Arts progressive art studio program 
and encourages radical inclusion. We 
are owned and operated by MSS, a 
local nonprofit organization support-
ing individuals with disabilities.

Kaneza Schaal: KLII
Jan. 12 – 15, 8 p.m.
Walker Art Center, McGuire Theater
725 Vineland Pl., Mpls.
Increasingly our demons are invisible 
– long-hidden racism and misogyny, 
misinformation, even the virus. How 
do we handle these threats, which 
are as central to our everyday life 
as they are hidden? Kaneza Schaal 
exorcises the ghost of Belgium’s King 
Leopold II in theater, starring one of 
the villains of the 19th century whose 
actions resonate through the present 
day. Part of Out There 2022. For 
more information and to purchase 
tickets, go to https://walkerart.org/
calendar/2022/out-there-2022-ka-
neza-schaal-klii?utm_source=word-
fly&utm_medium=email&utm_cam-
paign=INS_Biweekly_122821&utm_
content=version_A&promo=20391.

Minnesota Sinfonia Winter Concert

Season performances
Friday, Jan. 14 at 7 p.m.
First Covenant Church
1280 Arcade St., St. Paul
Sunday, Jan. 16 at 2 p.m.
Basilica of St. Mary
1600 Hennepin Ave., Mpls.
A free admission classical music 
concert will be presented by the 
Minnesota Sinfonia on Friday, Jan. 14 
at 7 p.m. at First Covenant Church, 
St. Paul and again on Sunday, Jan. 16 
at 2 p.m. at the Basilica of St. Mary, 
Minneapolis.
Internationally acclaimed cellist, Amit 
Peled, will be the featured soloist 
performing Robert Schumann’s 
Cello Concerto. Peled, who has been 
described as one of the most exciting 
instrumentalists on the concert stage 
today, has earned glowing reviews 
from across the globe. The New York 
Times raved about his “glowing tone,” 
and London’s Strad Magazine pro-
claimed his “fiery and intelligent” mu-
sicianship. Also on the program will 
be premiere performances of a new 
work by Minnesota composer Timo-
thy Theraldson and the rediscovered 
second symphony of the 19th-century 
woman composer Louise Farrenc.
The Minnesota Sinfonia is a profes-
sional orchestra serving the musical 
and educational needs of the citizens 
of Minnesota, especially families 
with young children, inner-city youth, 
seniors and those with limited finan-
cial means. Playing free admission 
concerts for more than 25,000 people 
each year, the Sinfonia welcomes 
children to every performance, and 
dedicates over half of services to 
inner-city youth and their education. 
Founded in 1989 by Artistic Director 
Jay Fishman, the Sinfonia is a com-
munity supported 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. More information and 
program notes can be found at
www.mnsinfonia.org.

Sibley Park Improvements:
Park Renaming Workshop
Saturday, Jan. 15, 1 to 3 p.m.
Sibley Recreation Center
1900 E. 40th St., Mpls.
Everyone is invited to a Jan. 15 work-
shop on renaming Sibley Park, as part 
of a current improvements project at 
the park. The workshop will be held 
indoors at Sibley Recreation Center; 
face coverings may still be required 
at that time and will be available to 
all who request them. Join staff from 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board (MPRB) to get updates on the 
improvements project and to: 

•  Learn about the process for 
renaming the park.
•  Review community input to date 
on renaming.
•  Get updates on the rest of the 
park improvements project and 
upcoming community engagement 
opportunities.

Workshop details: Saturday, Jan. 15, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. – stop by anytime.
All are welcome! Help us spread the 
word and share this information with 
Sibley Park family, friends and neigh-
bors. More information at: https://
www.minneapolisparks.org/park_
care__improvements/park_projects/
current_projects/sibley-park-improve-
ments/.

Naked Stages 2020 & 2021 Virtual 
Performances
Jan. 15 – 30, 2022
Six new and original performances 
streaming virtually to your home!
Pillsbury House Theatre’s (PHT) Ar-
tistic Director Signe V. Harriday and 
Managing Director Noël Raymond are 
proud to announce the long-await-

ed performances of both the 2020 
and 2021 Naked Stages Cohorts this 
Jan. 15 – 30 – virtually! Supported 
by the Jerome Foundation, the Na-
ked Stages program is an important 
part of the bold initiative of Pillsbury 
House Theatre’s mainstage program 
and has been part of a vital effort 
to provide mentorship and support 
to early career performance artists 
in Minnesota. Nationally recognized 
choreographer and performance 
artist Pramila Vasudevan has led the 
program since 2016 and with these 
performances will be passing the 
baton to longtime Pillsbury House 
& Theatre collaborator, Resident 
Teaching Artist, and performer Ma-
sanari Kawahara into the new year. 
Tickets: Pick-Your-Price (Reg. $25, $5 
minimum)
(612) 825-0459 or pillsburyhousean-
dtheatre.org
More information and tickets: http://
pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org/main-
stage/naked-stages

Congressman Adam Schiff presents
‘Midnight in Washington’ Book Tour
Monday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. (doors at 6 
p.m.)
Granada Theater
3022 Hennepin Ave. S., Mpls.
Magers & Quinn presents an exclusive 
in-person event and signing with 
Congressman Adam Schiff for his new 
book, “Midnight in Washington: How 
We Almost Lost Our Democracy and 
Still Could,” at the Granada Theater in 
Uptown.
Congressman Schiff led the first 
impeachment of Donald J. Trump and 
his new book, “Midnight in Wash-
ington,” is the vital inside account of 
American democracy in its darkest 
hour, and a warning that the forces 
of autocracy unleashed by Trump 
remain as potent as ever.
Each ticket includes one copy of 
“Midnight in Washington” and one 
seat at the event on Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022. For this seated event, Granada 
Theater & Uptown Lobby ask that if 
you are not actively eating or drinking 
that you kindly wear your mask. 
Doors will open at 6 p.m. and all 
books will be available to pick up at 
the event. More info and tickets avail-
able here: https://www.magersand-
quinn.com/event/An-Evening-with-
Congressman-Adam-Schiff/35.

‘Mother and Son Carve Out Women 
and Girls’
Zimbabwe Shona Stone Sculpture
Through Jan. 18, 2022
Mhiripiri Gallery
9001 Penn Ave. S., Bloomington
After closing our doors for 13 months 
because of COVID, Mhiripiri Gallery 
reopens with “Mother and Son Carve 
Out Women and Girls,” Zimbabwe 
Shona stone sculpture by the late Col-
leen Madamombe and her apprentice 
son, Washy. On view through Tuesday, 
Jan. 18, 2022. https://www.facebook.
com/mhiripirigallery/ or (952) 285-
9684.

Mass Graves: From Exhumations to 
Justice in Bosnia and Florida
Sunday, Jan. 23, 1 to 3 p.m. CT
Online via Zoom
World Without Genocide will host 
a webinar on Jan. 23, 2022, about 
exhumations of mass gravesites for 
evidence to prosecute genocide 
perpetrators. Featured speakers are 
Nihaud Brankovic, Senior Manager 
at the International Commission 
on Missing Persons which conducts 
investigations around the world, and 
Dr. Erin Kimmerle, Forensic Anthro-
pologist at the University of South 

Florida who worked on exhumations 
in Bosnia, Kosovo and at the Dozier 
School for Boys in Florida.
This Zoom event will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 23, from 1 to 3 p.m. CT. 
The program is open to the public. 
Registration is required by Saturday, 
Jan. 22 at worldwithoutgenocide.org/
missing.
$10 general public, $5 students and 
seniors. “Clock hours” for teachers, 
nurses and social workers. Free to 
Mitchell Hamline students (diversity 
credits available). $25 for 2 Elimina-
tion of Bias CLE credits for Minnesota 
lawyers (pending). Early registration is 
recommended.
This is a live webinar program and a 
recording will not be available. More 
information – info@worldwithout-
genocide.org, www.worldwithout-
genocide.org, or 952-693-5206.

‘Playing the Game: Problems and 
Possibilities for Black Men in the 
U.S.’
Lecture by Professor Gary Green, 
United Theological Seminary
Tuesday, Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m. CT
Online via Zoom  
This lecture captures Professor Gary 
Green’s current effort as a scholar and 
a Black man to understand what is 
necessary for Black men in the United 
States to survive and flourish. Green 
analyzes the intersecting politics of 
race, class, gender and sexuality as 
they relate to the unique struggles 
of Black men, focusing specifically on 
the connection between historical 
myths, political circumstances, and 
the relational re-creation of a society 
designed to undercut Black men’s 
attempts to survive and flourish at 
every level. Despite this cultural 
onslaught, however, Green finds 
unexpected pockets of hope that 
offer possibilities for new futures to 
be created where all can survive and 
flourish. Gary Green is Assistant Pro-
fessor of Pastoral Theology and Social 
Transformation at United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities. You can 
register for this free event at https://
content.unitedseminary.edu/gary-
green-spring-faculty-lectures-2022.

‘Latins on Ice’
Saturday, Jan. 29, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 30, 11 a.m.
Lake Nokomis
4955 W. Lake Nokomis Pkwy., Mpls.
Presented by The Great Northern and 
Teatro del Pueblo
Five local Latin performers reflect 
on their distinct Minnesota winter 
experiences in a comedic, tragic and 
passionate variety show set on the 
frozen Lake Nokomis during the U.S. 
Pond Hockey Championships. This 
event is set out to create heat—in-
cluding ice skating attempts and 
shared stories surrounded by what 
the performers call a “feigned natural 
habitat” setting made of colorful 
beach towels, blow-up palm trees, 
sombreros and beach balls. Join us in 
celebrating Latin culture in this exhil-
arating performance. Featuring local 
artists Sabrín Diehl, Isabella Dunsieth, 
Antonio Rios-Luna, Xochi de la Luna 
and Alex Barreto Hathaway. Directed 
by John Gebretatose. Free and open 
to the public. Register at: https://
thegreatnorthernfestival.com/2022/
latins-on-ice

Dimitri Chamblas: ‘Slow Show’
Saturday, Feb. 5, 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Como Lake
1360 Lexington Pkwy., North St. Paul
Dancer/choreographer Dimitri 
Chamblas’ “Slow Show” is a 20-min-
ute intensive, collective dance whose 
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Seward Co-op Celebrating 50 Years:
‘The Co-op Wars’ Screening and Discussion

Thursday, Jan. 13, 6 to 7 p.m.
Online

Join us for a virtual panel discussion of the original documentary film 
“The Co-op Wars” in celebration of Seward Co-op’s 50th Anniversary. 
“The Co-op Wars” tells the story of the idealistic youth who tried to 
build an alternative to corporate capitalism, the violent struggle that 
almost tore them apart, and their eventual success in ways they never 
foresaw.

For this event, registered participants will receive an exclusive link to 
view “The Co-op Wars” with a special introduction highlighting Seward 
Co-op’s role in this history. We encourage you to watch the film at your 
convenience any time before the Jan. 13 discussion event.

On Thursday, Jan. 13, we will be joined by Erik Esse and Deacon 
Warner, producer and director of “The Co-op Wars.” We’ll also welcome 
early co-op movement leaders Lori Zuidema and Gary Cunningham. 
Lori Zuidema began her career in co-ops as a volunteer cheese cutter 
at the newly-formed Seward Co-op in 1972. She was one of the original 
collective members of the Seward Café and worked at cooperative dis-
tributors Cheese Rustlers, and Roots and Fruits Produce. She is currently 
Director of Purchasing at Co-op Partners Warehouse. Gary Cunningham 
is President and CEO at Prosperity Now in Washington D.C. and was 
the First Spouse of Minneapolis during the mayoral term of his wife, 
Betsy Hodges. Back in the ‘70s, he lived with his uncle Moe Burton, who 
started the first Black Panther chapter in Minneapolis and founded the 
Bryant Central Co-op. The discussion will be facilitated by Seward Co-op 
Board President LaDonna Sanders Redmond, who is also featured in the 
film. Learn more about “The Co-op Wars” at http://www.radicalroots-
film.com.

Please RSVP in advance via the Eventbrite link here: https://buff.
ly/3mzoGk7. You will receive a video link to view the film ahead of time 
(beginning Jan. 4). You will also receive a Zoom link or phone number to 
join the discussion on Jan 13.

movements are minute, precise and 
concentrated – inspired by principal 
roots of trance, exultation, telepathy 
and unconscious memories. In this 
iteration, 50 local participants will 
respond to their immediate environ-
ment on a frozen Como Lake, reveal-
ing the strength and vivacity of subtle 
movements with real-time sound ac-
companiment made of samples, live 
electronics and guitar by artist Eddie 
Ruscha. Part of The Great Northern, 
with the support of Villa Albertine, in 
partnership with the French Embassy; 
Alliance Française; and The Cowles 
Center.
Call for Participants: We are seeking 
50 active volunteer participants 
(ages 12-80) for this event. Par-
ticipants must commit to being 
present for all rehearsals and 
performances. Learn more and 
apply by Jan. 10 at https://static1.
squarespace.com/static/5e750d-
d8e5cd7600056c8d6a/t/61c249495e-
ca773b80d378db/1640122698118/
SlowShow_CallforParticipants.pdf.

Winter Hiking 101, with Ambreen 
Tariq
Saturday, Feb. 5, 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.
In-person and online
North Mississippi Regional Park
4900 Mississippi Ct., Mpls.
With endless blue skies and blankets 
of snow, winter in Minnesota is a 
memorable time for hiking. But cold 
temperatures, short days and tricky 
terrain may make it intimidating to 
the uninitiated.
This conversational event featuring 
founder of @BrownPeopleCamp-
ing Ambreen Tariq will introduce 
the basics of winter hiking so that 
more people can benefit from being 
outdoors during Minnesota’s (long!) 
signature season. Ambreen uses 
storytelling to share how her life 
experiences as a Muslim South-Asian 
American immigrant woman have 
shaped her love for the outdoors 
and to promote enjoyment of the 
outdoors for everyone in their own 
authentic ways.
From dressing in layers, to weath-
er-worthy footwear, and finding a 
nearby trail that suits you and your 
family, Ambreen’s storytelling style 
will encourage your adventurous 
spirit. Free, but registration required 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
next-generation-of-parks-winter-hik-
ing-101-with-ambreen-tariq-tickets-
191630791857?aff=MPFEmail.

Minnesota Fringe Opens Applications
Now through mid-February, 2022
The beloved summer celebration of 
the performing arts, the Minnesota 
Fringe Festival, is returning in person 
during 2022. Applications are now 
open for the 29th Annual Minnesota 
Fringe Festival and will remain avail-
able for artists and producers from 
across the state and around the world 
to apply through mid-February. Fringe 
Festival producers will be chosen 
through random lottery on Feb. 28, 
2022.
The Minnesota Fringe Festival will 
take place Aug. 4-14, 2022. The lineup 
will include 595 performances of 119 
shows in 11 theater venues grouped 
in two hubs: Cedar-Riverside and 
Uptown. 
In an effort to expand its reach, fight 
against injustices, and become a more 
welcoming and equitable place for 
everyone to enjoy the performing 
arts, Fringe has added a special Equity 
Lottery to the selection process. 
BIPOC producers, writers, directors 
and choreographers are encouraged 

to apply in this category for the 
opportunity to be one of the first 10% 
of Festival participants chosen. Fringe 
is once again promoting the Touring 
Artist Initiative to reserve 10% of 
festival slots specifically for national, 
international, and Minnesota artists 
coming from outside the 11-county 
metro area. For more info or to apply, 
see https://minnesotafringe.org/.

The Right Here Showcase:
6th Anniversary Season
Feb. 17 – 20 and Feb. 24 – 27
The Tek Box Theater
Cowles Center
528 Hennepin Ave. S., Mpls.
Join us for the 6th Annual Right Here 
Showcase, the community’s only 
annual juried program to support 
Minnesota-based, mid-career per-
forming artists who create original 
performance work. Led by Founding 
Artistic Producer Paul Herwig, 2008 
McKnight Theater Fellow and among 
2005 City Pages Artists of the Year, 
four artists are chosen through an 
annual public call and a panel review, 
to be awarded financial commis-
sions plus technical and promotional 
support to present a new work of 
contemporary performance especially 
for the Showcase.
This year’s Right Here Showcase 
will run two weekends in February 
at the Tek Box in the Cowles Center 
downtown Minneapolis, featuring 
these four powerhouse performance 
makers:

•  Benjamin Domask-Ruh – physical 
theater artist.
•  Jess Forest – dancer, choreogra-
pher, and visual artist.
•  Sam Johnson – performance 
maker.
•  Queen DREA – musician and 
composer.

Tickets and info: (612) 384-5435, 
www.righthereshowcase.weebly.com

The 2022 Cedar Commissions
Friday, Feb. 18 and Saturday, Feb. 19, 
7:30 p.m.
The Cedar Cultural Center
416 Cedar Ave. S., Mpls.
The Cedar Cultural Center presents 
the eleventh annual Cedar Com-
missions, on Feb. 18 and 19, 2022, 
featuring new works by Carlisle Evans 
Peck, Nyttu Chongo, Maddie Thies, 
Vie Boheme, Alicia Thao and Kat Par-
ent. Each night, three lead artists will 
debut their brand-new works on The 
Cedar stage: Friday, Feb. 18 features 
Carlisle Evans Peck, Nyttu Chongo and 
Maddie Thies, and Saturday, Feb. 19 
features Vie Boheme, Alicia Thao and 
Kat Parent.
The Cedar Commissions is a flagship 
program for local emerging artists 
made possible with a grant from the 
Jerome Foundation. Since the pro-
gram began in 2011, the Commissions 
have showcased new work by over 60 
Minnesotan emerging composers and 
musicians, including Dessa, Aby Wolf, 
Adam Levy, Maria Isa, Joe Horton, 
Joey Van Phillips, Gao Hong, Dameun 
Strange and many more.
For more info and to purchase tickets, 
go to https://www.thecedar.org/
cedar-commissions.

‘Sutures’ and ‘Transformation: Art 
from the Inside’
On view through Feb. 20
The M window galleries
4th and Robert Streets, St. Paul
Walk by or drive by the M’s window 
galleries on 4th and Robert streets 
in downtown St. Paul and take in the 
current exhibitions: “Sutures” and 
“Transformation: Art from the Inside” 
on view through Feb. 20, 2022.

“Sutures” brings together an 
emerging generation of artists who 
challenge straightforward ways of 
looking—at a photograph, a video, 
a loved one, a collective history, a 
memory or oneself—through layered, 
multimedia artistic practices. Artists 
Cheryl Mukherji, Prune Phi, Sopheak 
Sam and Daniella Thach use screen 
printing, projection, neon and collage 
to explore the complexities of seem-
ingly “fixed” images, identities, and 
ideas.
“Transformation: Art from the Inside” 
is an exhibition featuring works by 
incarcerated artists that reflects 
their personal transformation and 
restoration through visual expres-
sion. Founded by retired Stillwater 
correctional officer Antonio Espinosa, 
Art from the Inside is an organization 
that empowers incarcerated people 
to use art as an outlet for emotions 
while creating a platform for dialog 
about the complexities of our criminal 
justice system through exhibitions of 
their work.

Parska/Shada
On view through April 3, 2022
Mia, Gallery 255
2400 Third Ave. S., Mpls.
Free Exhibition
Explore Mia’s collection of Pueblo 
art highlighting Keresan, Tewa, Towa 
and Hopi voices and culture. Curated 
by Juan Lucero (Isleta Pueblo), Mia’s 
Mdewakanton Native Art Fellow, this 
exhibition transports visitors to the 
oldest villages in the United States 
for a parska (in Keresan) or shada (in 
Tewa) community dance. Over 40 
works of art – watercolor paintings, 
bow guards, manta weavings, ceram-
ics, and Hopi katsinam dolls – come 
together to create one ceremonial 
spirit. Through the breath of memory 
and longing, you can experience the 
emotions of distant drums and songs 
as you travel from Grandma’s house 
to the ceremonial plaza. There, sights 
and sounds create kinship, family, and 
tradition to be handed from gen-
eration to generation. https://new.
artsmia.org/exhibition/parska-shada

Safe Place Homework Help
School Days 3:30 to 6 p.m.
2001 Riverside Ave., Mpls.
By appointment only – contact tutor-
ing@trinitylutherancongregation.org. 
Free tutoring for grades K- 12.

NAMI Mental Health Support Groups
Online
NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness) offers a variety of 
free online peer support groups for 
adults and young adults living with a 
mental illness, their families, friends, 
spouses/partners, as well as parents 
of children and teens. African Amer-
ican, GLBTQ and BIPOC community 
focused groups are also offered. 
Led by trained peer facilitators, the 
support groups help individuals 
and families learn coping skills and 
find strength through sharing their 
experiences. Find a complete listing 
of group meetings and how to join in 
by going to namimn.org and clicking 
on “Support Groups” or go straight 
to https://namimn.org/support/na-
mi-minnesota-support-groups/.

Children’s Theatre Company
2021-2022 Season
Children’s Theatre Company
2400 Third Ave. S., Mpls.
Join us for a remarkable return to 
live theatre at CTC! We can’t wait to 
welcome you and your family back for 
a season that features jaw-dropping 
spectacles, blockbuster musicals, 
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world premieres and more. Experi-
ence the magic of live theatre that 
will inspire you, open your heart, and 
fill you with joy. Tickets start at just 
$15 for kids!
“Annie,” Nov. 7, 2021 – Jan. 9, 2022, 
all ages
“Bina’s Six Apples,” Jan. 9 – Feb. 13, 
2022, ages 9 and up
“Circus Abyssinia Tulu,” Jan. 18 – Feb. 
13, 2022, all ages
“Something Happened in Our Town,” 
Feb. 27 – March 27, 2022, ages 7 and 
up
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Musical,” 
April 22 – June 18, 2022, all ages
Single tickets to all performances now 
on sale at https://childrenstheatre.
org/.

Minnesota Orchestra Movies & 
Music 
Concerts for the 2021-22 Season
Tickets for most performances are 
available now.
Featured films include “Black Pan-
ther,” “Toy Story,” “Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix” and “Star 
Wars: Return of the Jedi.”
Conducted by Sarah Hicks, the Or-
chestra’s principal conductor of Live 
at Orchestra Hall, these special events 
bring feature films into the concert 
hall, where the movies are shown on 
a large screen above the stage while 
the Orchestra performs every note to 
the corresponding scores live. Four 
major films will be presented in the 
2021-22 season, starting in November 

with the newly added 2018 Marvel 
Studios film phenomenon “Black 
Panther,” with Oscar-winning score by 
composer Ludwig Göransson. A family 
favorite also makes its first appear-
ance at Orchestra Hall in November, 
when the Orchestra performs the 
score to Disney Pixar’s “Toy Story,” 
the revolutionary animated film re-
leased in 1995, with music by Randy 
Newman. The Orchestra continues its 
performances of the beloved Harry 
Potter series in January 2022 with 
the fifth installment of the film series, 
“Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix,” featuring music by Nicholas 
Hooper, and returns to another favor-
ite movie series with performances of 
John Williams’ Oscar-nominated score 
to the 1983 film “Star Wars: Return of 
the Jedi,” the final movie in the origi-
nal Star Wars trilogy, in April 2022.
Tickets are available now for select 
performances of “Black Panther” and 
“Toy Story,” and for all performances 
of “Harry Potter and the Order of 
the Phoenix” and “Star Wars: Return 
of the Jedi.” Tickets for additional 
performances will be available to 
subscribers on July 26 and to single 
ticketholders on August 16. Subscrib-
ers save up to 15%. Young Listener 
(ages 6-17) discount available for 
select concerts. Some restrictions 
apply. Visit minnesotaorchestra.org 
for details.
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Notes from the desk of 
peace activist Polly Mann 
(b. Nov. 19, 1919)

The soldier and the peacenik

I am a voracious reader and 
years ago when I read of the 
coming birth of a college in 
Marshall, Minn., where I was 
living, I decided to apply for the 
position of bookstore manager.  
Never mind that I had no expe-
rience in running a store of any 
kind.  I love books, and the pres-
ident of the college and his wife 
were friends. I’m certain when 
he said yes to my inquiry that 
he didn’t realize I had a reputa-
tion as the town radical, proved 
by my presence in several pro-
test action against the Vietnam 
War.  (Several years after he 
had made the decision to hire 

me, he received many telephone 
calls objecting to his decision.) 
So it was that, early in my book-
store career, I was sitting at the 
desk in my office when a young 
man walked in and asked if he 
could speak to me personally. 
I would have classified him as 
a hippie, which his appearance 
suggested – long, stringy hair, 
too-big overcoat and shoes that 
had never seen a shoeshine 
brush.

He began to talk: “I was told 
you are a pretty open-minded 
person and I need some help,” 
he said tentatively, looking 
closely at me for some hint as to 
my feelings. “I try to be,” I said.  
Relief began to immediately 
flood his face. He pulled at his 
hair and off came a wig.  “I’m 
an AWOL soldier,” he said. “I’m 
on my way to Canada where I 
have a friend and plan to live 
there till this war is over.”  I 
nodded.  He continued.  “The 
wig thing is to indicate I’m a 
soldier even though I’m not in 
uniform. I hitchhiked here from 
Fort Leavenworth, but I’ve run 
out of money.” 

“So,” I said, “you need bus 
fare?”  Relief again flooded his 
face.  “How much?” I asked.  

He told me but it was so long 
ago I’ve forgotten how much.  
I know it was somewhat less 
than a hundred dollars.  It 
didn’t take long for me to make 
up my mind. I never carried 
much money in my purse, but 
I could cash a check using the 
bookstore’s cash register. This 
I did.

I don’t remember the soldier’s 
name, why should I have?  The 
war is long gone.  The soldier is 
probably back in the U.S., and I 
remain a fervent peacenik.

Am I a racist?

We never had a conversation 
about racism when I was grow-
ing up. We always had what 
we called “the maid,” a Black 
woman who helped clean the 
house and did whatever chores 
were assigned her. I especial-
ly remember Nettie and Idella, 
Idella because she was always 
jovial and laughing, at herself 
as much as anybody. Nettie was 
also jovial but not quite as much 
and it was during her time with 
us that she proclaimed that our 
black pet cat was her brother. 
She would scuff around in her 
flat house shoes when explain-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Thank you to Tony Bouza

I just wanted to send a note to thank Tony Bouza. I really enjoy 
his articles for the information and writing style. My boyfriend 
and I live in Uptown and started reading Southside Pride this sum-
mer. We looked up Tony online and his career is really impressive 
and interesting, too. I hope people listen to him, he gave clear 
instructions in his last article [“Voilà, a vacancy” 12/13/21] that 
made a heck of a lot of sense to me. Thanks for putting out his 
articles and the paper in general.

Abby Shofner
Minneapolis 

on police unions; control of 
thumpers; race shootings; 
bloat; accountability; police 
tactics—decoys, stings, stake-
outs; traffic stops; one-person 
patrols; documentation; press 
relations; 911 calls; code of 
silence; relations with public 
officials, etc.  I recommend 
my son Dominick to chair the 
committee.  Nepotism—in pro 
bono, onerous tasks—it ain’t, 
but he knows the issues and is 
competent. 

The committee would pre-
pare a list of three finalists 
for the mayor and Council to 
consider. 

The mayor appoints the 
finalist. 

A clear science it ain’t. 
A chief’s job is really sim-

ple—organize things to fight 
street crime (more arrests, 
cops don’t prevent crime), 
respond to emergencies and 
regulate traffic.  The chief is 
management; the union is la-

bor.  It is an adversarial rela-
tionship.  The union has done 
a really poor job of managing 
the MPD. 

The challenge this rep-
resents is to establish whether 
the city leaders actually retain 
the good faith necessary to 
pursue this difficult task.  The 
Donald Frasers are in short 
supply. 

My guess—based on long 
and tortured experience—is 
that the city parents will 
choose the safe, convenient, 
lazy, business-as-usual path.  
After all, what’s $27 million 
here and $20 million there.  
Easy come, easy go.

Does anyone really care? 
My informed guess is no. 
You are all screwed. 
And, in all likelihood, so 

am I, but not for very much 
longer. 

Special thanks to Jennifer 
Volkenant for transmitting this 
document.

Bouza, from page 1

ing this fact. “He my brother,” 
she would say as she bent down 
to pet him, laughing all the 
while.

I don’t remember the names 
of the washerwomen who came 
once a week, did the washing in 
the basement using two deep 
cement tubs and a hand-op-
erated wringer to remove the 
excess water. The clothes were 
hung on wires that occupied al-
most all of the back yard. After 
all, it was a family of nine – my 
grandmother and grandfather, 
their five children, one of whom 
was my mother, her four sisters 
and Barbara and me, the grand-
children.

This process took two days 
– one day for the washing and 
the hanging of the clothes and 

bringing them in when still 
moist, and the second day for 
the ironing.We had an electric 
iron, but the maid used flat 
irons, several of them, switch-
ing them back and forth on the 
gas grill as they lost heat, which 
was provided by several flat 
irons.

Long ago I asked my grand-
mother why the maid had to 
use the flat irons instead of the 
electric iron. She stopped what 
she was doing and searched my 
face as she explained the situ-
ation. She said, “Black people 
don’t know how to use electric 
irons.” I somehow knew better 
than to question her.

My grandmother is long gone 
but I think her attitude lives on 
in so many of us.

People & Pets Together pet food shelf
2501 Minnehaha Ave., Minneapolis
(612) 722-9998



JRLC Housing Webinar Series
First Thursdays, Jan. 6 and Feb. 3
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Online
Are you concerned about persons 
impacted by homelessness, the 
high cost of rent and the scarcity of 
affordable or supportive housing? Do 
you want to understand these issues 
from a variety of perspectives – and 
make a difference? Then join us for 
one or more of the monthly Housing 
Webinar Series offered by the Joint 
Religious Legislative Coalition. Reg-
ister now for the program and small 
group discussion at https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucOigr-
TIsHdWaRONrsnxNmYUW7PYaVuU0.
For more information or to RSVP by 
email contact Joan Miltenberger, 
JRLC Organizer at jmiltenberger@jrlc.
org, (612) 230-3232. 

Mindekirken Centennial Program
Saturday, Jan. 8, 3 p.m.
Mindekirken, the Norwegian
Lutheran Memorial Church
924 E. 21st St., Mpls.
You are invited to a special program 
celebrating Mindekirken’s Centennial 
in the church sanctuary on Saturday, 
Jan. 8, at 3 p.m. The program will in-
clude greetings from the Hon. Consul 
General of Norway in Minneapolis 
and from the Minneapolis Area 
Synod; presentation of a brief history 
of Mindekirken by Gracia Grindal; 
and music by the Mindekirken Choir, 
vocal and instrumental solos. Open 
to all; a freewill offering will be 
received. 

Taizé Service
Friday, Jan. 13, 7 p.m.
In-person or online
Minnehaha United Methodist Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
It’s easy to get caught up in the daily 
demands of life. In our busyness, 
we can lose track of ourselves, and 
of what God is calling us to be and 
to do. Take an opportunity to slow 
down, to rest in silence and music. 
On the second Friday of each month 

at 7 p.m. from October through 
May, Minnehaha United Methodist 
Church offers a Taizé service; a time 
of sanctuary, a time for prayer, a 
time for community, and a time for 
silence. As we sing and pray, our 
hearts are opened so that we may 
hear God speaking to us. Please join 
us this month on Jan. 13 (masks are 
required). You can also catch a live-
stream of the service by finding the 
Taizé button on our website. http://
www.minnehaha.org/ 

Saint Mark’s Music Series
Christopher Jacobson Organ Recital
Sunday, Jan. 16, 2:30 p.m.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
519 Oak Grove St., Mpls.
Saint Mark’s Music Series returns 
with live performances! Join us on 
Sunday, Jan. 16, at 2:30 p.m. for an 
organ recital by Christopher Jacob-
son, Duke University Chapel Organist, 
Durham, N.C. 
https://ourcathedral.org/concerts/

Collegeville Institute Summer 
Writing Workshops
Each summer, the Collegeville Insti-
tute opens its doors to pastors, min-
isters, lay leaders and other thinkers 
and writers for week-long, intensive 
workshops geared toward various 
levels of writing skill, genre and in-
terest. Two writing workshops will be 
hosted by the Collegeville Institute in 
Minnesota this summer: 
Apart, and Yet a Part: A Workshop 
with Writing Coach Michael N. 
McGregor
June 7 – 16, 2022
Independent, unstructured work in 
community. Applications due Sun-
day, Jan. 16.
Women Writing: A Week with Lau-
ren Winner
July 6 – 15, 2022
A workshop for women fiction and 
nonfiction writers. Applications due 
Sunday, Jan. 30.
Both workshops will be held at the 
Collegeville Institute in Collegeville, 
Minn.
To learn more and to apply, see 
https://collegevilleinstitute.org/
writing-workshops/.
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The Powderhorn
Religious Community

Welcomes You

EVENTS

Bahá’i

BAHÁ’I CENTER OF
MINNEAPOLIS
3644 Chicago Ave. S., 612-823-3494
Minneapolis.Bahai@gmail.com
Devotions at the Bahá’í Center and 
via Zoom, Sundays 10 am, and 
Tuesdays via Zoom 6:30 pm
Dawn prayers via Zoom daily at 7 am
Dinner and devotions outdoors at 
the Bahá’í Center, Fridays 6-7 pm
See www.minneapolisbahai.org
So powerful is the light of unity that 
it can illuminate the whole earth.
-Baha’u’llah

Christian

CALVARY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
3901 Chicago Ave. S.
612-827-2504 or www.clchurch.org
Sunday Worship at 10 am
Pastor: Hans Lee
A Reconciling in Christ Congrega-
tion

MESSIAH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
The Center for Changing Lives
2400 Park Ave. S., 612-871-8831
www.messiahlutheranmpls.org
9 am in-person service 1st & 3rd 
Sundays
11 am in-person service every Sunday

ST. JOAN OF ARC
CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third Ave.
We’re Open –
Saturday, 5 pm in the Church
Sunday, 7:45 am in the Church,
9 & 11 am in the gym
Family Mass - 9 & 11 in the Church
Video available on our website
and Facebook page
We Welcome You Wherever You Are
On Your Journey

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible

TRUE Tuesdays: Healing Minnesota 
Stories
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Online
In 2020 the Minnesota Council of 
Churches adopted a bold initiative to 
move their member congregations 
forward in the area of racial justice. 
Co-Directors Rev. Pamela Ngunjiri 
and Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs are building 
a program to include truth-telling 
and reparations for the African 
American and Native American 
communities in Minnesota. Join 
Blandin Foundation TRUE Tuesdays 
attendees as they present on their 
vision to carry this out. To register, 
go to https://blandinfoundation-org.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElde-
qgqzouE9Ld7ZeNHXixwJ40K4fIT8h0.

Collegeville Connections
‘The End of Burnout’ with author 
Jonathan Malesic
Wednesday, Feb. 2, noon to 1 p.m. 
CT
Online
How can we overcome burnout 
culture and find moral significance 
in our lives beyond work? Join Col-
legeville Connections for a conver-
sation with author Jonathan Malesic 
about his new book “The End of 
Burnout.” Through research on the 
science, culture and philosophy of 
burnout, Malesic explores the gap 
between our vocation and our jobs, 
and between the ideals we have 
for work and the reality of what we 
have to do. He eschews the usual 
prevailing wisdom in confronting 
burnout (“Learn to say no!” “Prac-
tice mindfulness!”) to examine how 
our jobs have been constructed as 
a symbol of our value and our total 
identity. He argues that we can look 
to communities of monks, intense 
hobbyists and artists with disabilities 
to see the possibilities for resisting 
a “total work” environment and 
the paths to recognizing the dignity 
of workers and nonworkers alike. 
Register for this free online conver-
sation at https://collegevilleinstitute.
org/events/event/feb-2-the-end-of-
burnout/.

Gift cards for recent arrivals
From the Minnesota Council of 
Churches: We are incredibly grateful 
for the abundance of donations com-
ing in from our communities! We are 
currently in the midst of distributing 
donated items to new arrivals. At this 
time, we are holding off on donation 
drop-offs until later in January. If you 
are interested in donating items, 
please contact us starting Jan. 4 to 
schedule an appointment.
If you are still looking for an opportu-
nity to help out our newest arrivals, 
please consider a donation of gift 
cards to Cub Foods, Target, and/
or Aldi as families are experiencing 
delays receiving EBT cards and SNAP 
benefits. These can be mailed direct-
ly to our offices at Minnesota Council 
of Churches, 122 Franklin Ave. W., 
Ste. 100, Minneapolis, MN 55404, 
Attn. Refugee Services.

‘Sundays at Five’
Every Sunday, 5 p.m.
Plymouth Congregational Church
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
Plymouth invites you to a new wor-
ship offering each Sunday evening 
at 5 p.m. Rooted in contemplative 
practices, “Sundays at Five” will 
feature a slightly different focus and 
style each Sunday evening at 5 p.m. 
This worship service is designed to 

be quieter and more intimate than 
our Sunday morning services. These 
opportunities will include: 
Evensong (first Sundays) – worship 
that features thoughtful singing, 
periods of brief silence and contem-
plation, and a series of contemporary 
and scriptural readings for reflection.
Sensing the Sacred (second Sun-
days) – a time for resting in centering 
prayer/meditation; participating in 
the sacred reading (Lectio divina) of 
word, art, or nature; and the sharing 
of group prayer.
Celtic Weavings (third Sundays) – a 
service that celebrates the cycles 
of land, sea, and sky, affirming our 
connection to and the presence of 
Mystery within it. 
Testimonies: Transformation through 
Stories (fourth Sundays) – an oppor-
tunity to explore the narratives of 
our lives as pathways for growth or 
hindrance and the spiritual freedom 
found in sharing them.
Taize Worship (fifth Sundays) – a 
gathering focused around simple 
melodic singing that also includes 
readings, prayers, and periods of 
quiet.
We invite you to join us for any or all 
of these services. Please invite your 
friends to join us! “Sundays at 5” 
represent a way of connecting with 
the Holy that will appeal to many. 
https://www.plymouth.org/worship/

Calvary Lutheran Church
3901 Chicago Ave., Mpls.
612-827-2504, ext. 205
The Calvary Emergency Food Shelf is 
available for area residents on Sat-
urdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Due to 
COVID-19, we are currently operating 
a drive-thru and walk-up model. 
No appointments are needed – just 
come to the parking lot. Eligibility is 
based on self-reported income and 
need. We ask that households come 
only ONE TIME A MONTH to allow 
everyone access. The Calvary Food 
Shelf has no geographic boundaries 
– all are welcome! If you have any 
questions, please email foodshelf@
clchurch.org or call 612-827-2504, 
ext. 205. For more information and 
to see eligibility guidelines, go to 
https://www.clchurch.org/food-shelf.

Groveland Emergency
Food Shelf
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls.
Plymouth Congregational
Church
612-871-0277
Monday – Friday
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Entrance on Groveland Ave. between 
Nicollet and Lasalle. https://www.
grovelandfoodshelf.org/

Greater Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and Friendship
Community Service 
2600 E. 38th St., Mpls.
Food Hub
Free food, hygiene products,
and some household goods.
Tuesday and Thursday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

2nd and 4th Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please bring ID and wear a mask.
Social distancing guidelines are in 
place.

New Creation Baptist Church
1414 E. 48th St., Mpls.
612-825-6933
We’re still here to serve you on the 
first through the fourth Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or until we 
run out of bags. We require clients 
to have their temperature checked, 
wear a mask, and follow social 
distancing. Be safe and God bless! 
https://www.facebook.com/NCBC-
foodshelf.
Saturdays (except 5th Saturdays)
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. 
and 15th Ave.)

Minnehaha United Methodist
Church
3701 E. 50th St., Mpls.
612-721-6231
Yes, the food shelf is still open! In 
order to fight food insecurity in our 
neighborhood, the Minnehaha Food 
Shelf is open on Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Note: In response to 
the COVID-19 virus we have changed 
many things to protect both our 
guests and our volunteers – more 
rigorous cleaning routines, stream-
lined procedures, moved outside 
and encouraged the 6-foot (social 
distancing) guideline. Please be pa-
tient as we continue to improve what 
we do. We will be pre-packing most 
of the food so there will be fewer 
choices. Also, we continue to look for 
ways to decrease contact between 
people and that means each week 
might look a little different from the 
previous week. https://www.face-
book.com/MinnehahaFoodShelf/

Soup for You! Café at Bethany
Bethany Lutheran Church
2511 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls.
612-332-2397
Soup for You! UPDATE: We are still 
spreading the love! The Soup for You! 
Café will be closed to normal dining, 
but we plan to distribute bag lunches 
at the regular entrance to the Café, 
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
https://soupforyou.info/

Du Nord Foundation
Community Market
3140 Snelling Ave., Mpls. 
612-460-8123
We are a community-supported 
food shelf that is a welcoming place 
for neighbors to find free, healthy 
food for their tables and supplies for 
their homes. We invite neighbors to 
order online and choose the day and 
time that works for you for curbside 
pickup.
Mondays and Wednesdays 3 to 6 
p.m.
Thursdays noon to 2 p.m.
All are welcome, no restrictions or 
proof required.
To place an order, visit https://www.
dunordfoundation.org/get-food.

SHARING FOOD

Southside Pride would love to include news about your 
faith-based communities for our free religion calendar. 

Contact Katherine at 

katherine.southsidepride@gmail.com 

or  call 612-822-4662.
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Food news, plus a mini-review of Fair 
State Brewing Cooperative taproom
BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

Owamni is everywhere

The January issue of The 
Dish may strike a discordant 
note. Written, as per the iron 
deadlines of local journalism, 
in the dying days of a year too 
full of dying, it still strives to 
strike a note of hope for 2022, 
and to celebrate what resilience 

and creativity we see in the lo-
cal restaurant, craft beverage, 
and food production scenes. Of 
which there is a lot. 

A case in point: the restaurant 
news from about October to 
year’s end was absolutely dom-
inated by the Owamni restau-
rant (see our mini-review here, 
by no means the first time we 
mentioned it – southsidepride.
com/2021/11/01/restaurant-
and-food-business-news-con-
sciously-eating-insects-and-
an-owamni-mini-review/) 
and NATIFS (North American 
Traditional Indigenous Food 
Systems, a nonprofit), the two 
projects of Sean Sherman and 
Dana Thompson. A lot of it’s lo-
cal, but it goes way beyond that, 
especially since Owamni was 
featured in The New York Times 
50 Best Restaurants award for 
2021. 

For the local coverage, it 
started right at the beginning of 
2021, six months before Owam-
ni opened in mid-July. The Star 
Tribune (Strib), the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press, the Minneapo-
lis/St. Paul Business Journal 
(bizjournal) and bringmethe-
news.com were among those 
profiling Sean Sherman and 
Dana Thompson, their nonprof-

it NATIFS, their work feeding 
people in the spring and sum-
mer of 2020, Sherman’s James 
Beard-awarded cookbook, and 
the upcoming restaurant. The 
best of the pre-opening local 
coverage was MinnPost’s great 
interview with Sherman and 
Thompson (see https://bit.
ly/3z5OOIg).

After the opening in July, 
KARE 11 was the first off the 

block, then the Strib, the Cir-
cle, and Eater Twin Cities had 
reviews in August, followed by 
the Pioneer Press in September, 
MPR in October, Lavender and 
our own review in November, 

and many more. Reservations 
were a month out almost from 
the start, and they are even lon-
ger now. And then – Owamni 
made The New York Times list 
of the 2021 Fifty Best Restau-
rants in America. Among the 

outlets covering that were biz 
journal (mentioned while in-
cluding Owamni in their own 
year-end “most noteworthy” 
list), Eater TC, the Strib, Bring 
Me the News, and The Patch. 

National coverage and be-
yond was even more stagger-
ing. One of the best was the 
Vogue review on Oct. 11. Other 
good ones included Esquire’s 
pre-opening piece (and they 
included Owamni in their 2021 
“best-of”), and AFAR, an online 
travel magazine. Other cover-
age included another piece in 
The New York Times, Axios, the 
Chicago Tribune, Atlas Obscura, 
Forbes, the National Post, Indi-
anz.Com, Upworthy, National 
Geographic, Saveur, Zagat, The 
Counter (a food news journal), 
and MSNBC’s TODAY Show.

Speaking of Zagat … and the 
awesome power of TikTok vi-
ral recipes

Zagat did a major year-end 
piece on new restaurants and 
trends within the industry. Be-
sides again mentioning Owam-
ni, they focused a lot on equity 
– both pay equity, tip-sharing 
and the trend toward ending 
tipping in favor of more de-
cent pay, as well as eliminating 
the often-toxic work culture 
at some of the great restau-
rants and most of the everyday 
ones. Anthony Bourdain would 
have been happy about that, I 
like to think. Check it out here: 
https://bit.ly/3FR4jXn.

The Eater (the national edi-
tion) did a great piece on the 
awesome power of TikTok when 
one of their recipes goes viral. 
It has actually been causing 
weird and sporadic food short-
ages. The author was clued into 
this when she could not find her 
favorite Japanese mayonnaise 
Kewpie anywhere in her large 
metro area or online. 

Closings and moves

I sort of had Augustine’s in St. 
Paul on my to-visit-and-review 
shortlist, but darn it, they an-
nounced permanent closure last 
month, after failing to reopen 
after Thanksgiving. The French 
bistro, helmed by chef Derik 
Moran, was a pioneer in equity 
for restaurant workers, with 
everyone front and back of 
house starting at $20 an hour. 
Moran says he is going to open 
his own new place, no details 
yet, while the trio that owns the 
space say they are looking for a 
new restaurant direction to 
move in. 

A notable move (it was all 
over Facebook) is Asa’s Bakery, 
which produces authentic New 
York-style bagels and hard-
to-find-here bialys. Asa’s was 

just a few blocks from me, on 
23rd Avenue between 35th and 
36th Streets. It hasn’t moved 
far from me, either, but in the 
other direction. Look for them 
when they reopen in late Janu-
ary on the strip of 34th Avenue 
just south of 50th Street. 

New restaurants and other 
new things – two brand-ex-
pansion bakery-cafes, two 
supper clubs, and a Tibet-
an-Sushi fusion

The highly popular, small 
local chain Yum Bakery and 
Kitchen has opened as a ground-
floor tenant in the medium-rise 
apartments at Selby and Snel-
ling in St. Paul.

Destinee Shelby and her ex-
isting company, Baked Brand, 
has opened The Kitchen in the 
former Andy’s Garage space (it 
moved to a bigger space) in the 
Midtown Global Market. They 
are serving all-day breakfast, 
smoothies, fresh juices, fried 
chicken specialties including a 
vegan cauliflower-based option, 
and also Baked Brand foods and 
pop-ups of other small local 
food producers.

The Creekside Supper Club 
is either open or just about to 
open in the former Pepito’s 
space by the Parkway Theater. 
In Edina’s Market Street, just 
off France Avenue, Mr. Paul’s 
Supper Club recently opened, 
serving Cajun food, and with a 
Po’ Boy shop next door. 

Also near 50th and France, 
a new place called Ama Sushi 
combines Tibetan food with su-
shi. 

January mini-review - an out-
door social at the Fair State 
Cooperative Beer Garden, 
with pizza to take home and 
cook 

The DSA local chapter that 
used to be a big part of my so-
cial life, when I had a social life, 
held a social on Saturday, Dec. 
18, at the Fair State Brewing 
Cooperative (FSB) in Northeast 

Minneapolis. Since I am really 
not getting out that much now, 
and have even cut way back on 
ordering food delivered, I de-
cided I could use that for The 
Dish. 

FSB is not only a work-
er-owned and consumer-owned 
cooperative (you can buy shares, 
which come with many perks, 
at fairstate.coop) it is also a 
union shop, and was the first 
win in the wave of craft bev-
erage unionizing which I have 
mentioned before. My comrade 
Anders B. is a worker-owner 
there and was instrumental in 
the organizing, and he was pro-
filed recently in a craft beverag-

An illustration of “Owamni-omni” or “place of swirling 
water” in an influential book on Native American place 
names by Dana Thompson’s grandfather

The Imperial Stout I sam-
pled at Fair State

Portrait of Anders Bloomquist, a pretty big deal in the 
craft beverage union organizing movement 

Kewpie mayo was sold out 
across many states when 
it featured in a viral recipe 
on TikTok.



lems there. All triple-vaxxed 
with a veritable wardrobe of 
masks. 

I had a single pour. I didn’t 
want to get drunk. Being under 
the influence has not been fun 
since about 38 years ago, yet I 
like the taste of many alcoholic 
drinks, and enjoy pub culture, 
sometimes with just a root beer. 
It’s a balancing act. My plan 
from the outset was to have just 
one, and I would be there for 
two hours at the most (we were 
outside in the beer garden and 
the temps were around 30 de-
grees, but thankfully no wind). 
I forgot to check the ABV of the 
(very delicious!) imperial stout 
I ordered, and I did get a bit tip-
sy on just the one. So, my guard-
ed recommendation, and this is 
time-limited, as it is a one-off 
brewing, is You Can Have the 
Crown. It’s double malted, with 
a tiny addition of brown sugar. 
It tastes like a first-tier impe-
rial stout, with a small amount 
of char for bitterness and just a 
wee back note of earthy sweet-
ness.

I found the pizza to be super 
thin-crusted, but a tasty crust, 
which is not always the case. 
And it was cook-and-eat, so I 
chopped it in two and cooked 
half in my toaster-oven on fan-
bake. It was very good, but I 
don’t have a clue who made it. 
Sorry.  

FSB has events! Every Sun-
day is Union Sunday, where 
you get a discount on your first 
pour by showing a union card. 
The first Sunday of the month 
is also Stand-up Sunday, with 
a comedy show from 7:30 p.m. 
Every Monday is Co-op Monday, 
where you get a twice as deep 
discount on your first pour by 
showing membership in any co-

op at all (in addition to the dis-
counts you get as a member of 
FSB itself). And every Wednes-
day is Trivia Wednesday, with 
a Pub Trivia game starting at 
7 p.m. 
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*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815
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We’re 
hiring

We are 
looking for: 

• Sales 
Associate
• Assistant 
Manager
• Shop 

Technician 

BENEFITS INCLUDE
*  Competitive wages 
based on experience
*  Profit sharing bonus
*  Generous employee 
discount
*  Paid time off
*  Flexible schedules
*  Casual yet 
professional work attire
*  Medical Insurance 
and 401k for Full time

We are a fun, energetic 
and independently 

owned hardware 
store who believes in 

having a well rounded 
and diverse staff. Our 
associates do a little 

bit of everything, with 
the foremost focus on 
the Customer. We are 
looking for applicants 
who can work 20-40 
hrs/week, with a mix 

of morning, day and 
evening availability 

(till 8:15pm). Our 
store hours are 8a-8p 
Monday-Saturday and 

9a-5p Sunday. 
Biggest Little Hardware Store in Minneapolis

3805 Nicollet Ave So | 612.822.3121 

 Apply at 
snagajob.com/company/nicollet-ace-hardware

es and travel publication, Good-
BeerHunting.com.

Nevertheless, this was my 
first visit to the actual place, 
although I had bought a couple 
of cans over the years. The tap-
room and beer garden are all in 
the same location as the brew-
ery itself, which is not in one of 
those vast industrial complexes 
like so many of them, but on a 

busy, mixed commercial-resi-
dential street, Central Avenue 
NE. So, the taproom is not huge, 
about the size of a small coffee 
shop. 

This being a restaurant re-
view, I wasn’t even sure if they 
served food. The only mention 
of food on the website is to say 
you are welcome to bring your 
own or outside vendor food to 
eat with your beverage, which 
is nice. Apparently, they have 
guest providers of just a min-

imal amount of something to 
munch, much like the larger 
places I have been to that have 
food trucks. When I was there, 
they had just two offerings – 
warm pretzels with a mustard 
sauce, and pizza. I took a flying 
leap and ordered a pizza (any-
thing vegetarian? Is a Margher-
ita OK? Perfect!) to take home 
with me. More on that later. 

Coming in the door, these 
days, you will encounter a 
check-in table where they will 
check your COVID status. As 
per usual, a vaccination card or 
a negative test result within 72 
hours is required. It’s also the 
culture there to wear your mask 
until you actually start eating 
or drinking. We DSA-ers are 
sticklers for COVID protocols, 
especially since having lost our 
beloved treasurer Ezra to the 
disease, so there were no prob-

Fair State’s Beer Garden in winter 

Destinee Shelby and some of her delicious wares found 
at Midtown Global Market - The Kitchen by Baked Brand

Frontage of Fair State Brewing Cooperative on Central 
Avenue NE

The new Yum Bakery and Kitchen’s display case
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Southside  Pride  / POWDERHORN EDITION
• YOUR BACK PAGE •

WE BUILD PRIDE ON 
THE SOUTHSIDE!

Advertise your 
business in 

Southside Pride!
call David (612) 822-4662 

or email 
david@southsidepride.com

GIVE THE GIFT OF GIVE THE GIFT OF OWNERSHIP

Stop by our Customer Service Desk for more info

2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS
& 317 E. 38th St., MPLS
www.seward.coop

Free training, career coaching & GED support

takoda.org | (612) 341-3358

AllEnergySolar.com/SouthSide

COZY UP TO ENERGY SAVINGS
Put your utility bill on ice with solar power

PROMO CODE:
SNOWPROUD
EXPIRES 2/28/2021

GET A FREE
SOLAR QUOTE!

WHEN YOU MENTION
THIS AD DURING YOUR

PROPERTY EVALUATION

$500 OFF

  |  SOLAR  |
651-867-6995

25 East Franklin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55404

612.607.0044
PetDoctorsAnimalClinic.com

Award-Winning pet health care
right in your neighborhood!

Complete Medical, Dental 
and Surgical Care

Wellness Plans
Laser Therapy

Kitty Cottages Boarding
Rewards Program

Pet Doctors DTJ 050318 H18.indd   1 4/26/18   1:43 PM

Uncovering Passion, Revealing Purpose

Friendship Academy provides a wholesome, 
nurturing environment where your child is safe 
to explore the arts and excel in academics.

We put families and 
community at the 
center of our work, 

celebrating the value 
of every person.

We honor the arts 
as the foundation of 
culture which fosters 
lifelong meaning for  

our students.

We help each student 
develop the skills to 
succeed and care 

enough to hold them 
to a high standard.

Academic 
Excellence

Arts 
Integration

The 
Friendship Way

3320 East 41st Street, Minneapolis, MN 55406
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