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BY ED FELIEN

Beginning in January we’re going to change the way 
we deliver Southside Pride. We’ll be at over 100 loca-
tions around the Riverside Community: at local busi-
nesses, libraries, churches and community centers, and 
we will discontinue home delivery. It was a lot of hard 
work, but, in spite of the best efforts of our heroic de-
livery people, the papers didn’t always make it up to 
your front door. Now, we’re asking you, if you see us 
when you’re out and about, and you want news about 
your neighborhood, church events and a calendar of 
things happening in our community, then pick us up 
at one of these locations: 

People Serving People                                    614 S 3rd St  
Crooked Pint                                      501 S Washington Ave
Eastside Eat                                       305 S Washington Ave
Central Library                                      300 Nicollet Mall
City Hall                                       350 S 5th St (use 4th St ent)
Starbucks                                                       515 S 4th St
Bus Stop Burgers                                            620 S 4th St
Starbucks                                           713 S Washington Ave
The Loft                                              1011 S Washington
Town Hall Brewery                           1430 S Washington
Bullwinkles                                        1429 S Washington Ave
The Corner Bar                                1501 S Washington Ave
Seven Corners Coffee    1851 S Washington Ave Suite D
U of M Bookstore                                        229 19th Ave 
Humphrey School                                    301 19th Ave S
Mayday Books                                    301 Cedar (basement)
Acadia                                                         329 Cedar Ave
KFAI                                                    1808 Riverside Ave
Associated Bank                                 1801 Riverside Ave
Hard Times                                         1821 Riverside Ave
West Bank Grocery                                    417 Cedar Ave
Cedar Cultural Center                               416 Cedar Ave
Cedar Riverside Liquor                             617 Cedar Ave 
Whiskey Junction                                       901 Cedar Ave
The Cabooze                                                913 Cedar Ave
Palmer’s Bar                                                500 Cedar Ave
Caribou Coffee                                        1925 SE 4th St S
Herbert Hanson Hall                                   1925 S 4th St
Wilson Library                                           309 19th Ave S
University Theater                                      330 21st Ave S
Augsburg Bookstore                                  610 22nd Ave S
Starbucks                                                     815 25th Ave S
Birchwood                                                  3311 E 25th St
Seward Co-op                                    2823 E Franklin Ave
Soberfish                                            2627 E Franklin Ave
Zipp’s                                                  2618 E Franklin Ave
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Transactional 
Analysis
BY TONY BOUZA

Once a guy gets to 
my age, he needs to ask 
himself whether he’s 
ever engaged in sexu-
al harassment, in any 
form: “An unexamined 
life . . . “

Well?
After a mental search, 

I remembered. It was 
August 1994. Erica was 
selling her jewelry at 
the Uptown Art Fair. I 
spelled her for a latrine 
break.

I was sitting in the 
empty stall when a mid-
dle-aged woman led a 
tall, younger girl inside 
by an insistent hand. A 
kinetic scene.

“What do you mean 
by telling my daughter a 
big-breasted girl like her 
needs large earrings?”

Knocked back by 
this furious accusation, 
I thought frantically. I 
apologized profusely 
for what I was sure was 
a misunderstanding, 
but she’d have none 
of it and sustained her 
assault.

Angrily, she led her 
daughter out with a 
final message: “You’ll 
never get my vote.”

I was then engaged 
in an amateurish and 
quixotic doomed quest 
for public office.

I searched my mem-
ory and finally remem-
bered: “A statuesque 
woman like you should 
have large earrings.”

What the daughter 
had heard was some 
grotesque version.

I’d attended a course 
on Transactional 
Analysis in 1973, and it 
changed my life.

BY LEX HORAN,
RECLAIM THE BLOCK

The Minneapolis City 
Council on Wednesday, 
Dec. 11, approved a budget 
that gives the Minneapolis 
Police Department (MPD) 
an $8.2 million raise, bring-
ing its budget to a total of 
more than $193 million, 
while allocating compar-
atively insignificant funds 
to preventative and public 
health programs that build 
safety. 

Throughout the budget 
process, hundreds of com-
munity members voiced 
their support of Reclaim 
the Block’s demands to in-
vest in programs like mental 
health response, solutions to 
the opioid crisis and youth 
homelessness programming 
instead of continuing to 
grow MPD’s budget. 

Nevertheless, the city 
council approved a bud-
get that has had almost no 
changes to MPD’s bottom 
line since Mayor Frey draft-
ed it. 

“Hearing and centering 
the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our communities 
means not investing more 
in the police state,” said 
Nicque Mabrey in testimony 
before the council. “We’re 
here as your friends, as peo-
ple who have been with you 
along the way since before 
you were elected. We have a 
partnership here. To invest 
more money into the police 
is a breach of that relation-
ship. It’s disrespectful.”

While the mayor has 
claimed a compromise for 
shifting his proposed 14 
new hires into funding for 
a new MPD cadet class, that 
amendment will still result 
in a larger police budget 
and a larger force. Most ca-
det classes include 38 cadets 
on the onramp to becoming 
MPD officers. 

“So many of us were 
thrilled two years ago when 
we thought we had just 
elected one of the most pro-
gressive city councils in the 
country,” said testifier Kris-
ten Wiseman of Reclaim the 

Block. “Being progressive 
means making hard polit-
ical decisions to move us 
forward, not being stuck in 
the status quo. You all aren’t 
leading us forward pro-
gressively—you’re not even 
following the lead of your 
constituents who spoke up 
last week.” 

To create a visual repre-
sentation of the city’s fund-
ing priorities, one testifier 
dumped $193 one-dollar 
bills on the dais to repre-
sent MPD’s $193.4 million 
budget, and held up a sin-
gle quarter to represent the 
$242,000 that the city agreed 
to move into the Office of 
Violence Prevention (OVP) 
out of MPD’s budget. 

The council did amend 
the budget to respond to 
some community demands, 
including a position to en-
force wage theft, a Trans Eq-
uity staff position and addi-
tional funds for the OVP. 
The council also passed staff 
directions related to a diver-
sion program for low-lev-
el “quality of life” crimes 
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Celebrating 100 Years 
of Polly Mann

Notes from the desk of peace activist 
Polly Mann (b. Nov. 19, 1919) 

HOLIDAY HOOP-LA
Among the many catalogs I 

receive at Christmas is one from 
Hammacher Schlemmer. Just why 
I don’t know. I’ve never bought so 
much as a pin cushion from them. 
It’s filled not only with things I 
can’t afford but even more with 
things I don’t want. You can see 
for yourself.
1. The Advanced Foot/Leg Stim-
ulator.  It looks like a body scale. 
That is, you step on it.  It uses 
transcutaneous electrical stimula-
tion. It costs $189.95, plus, I sus-
pect, postage.
2. The Proper Toe Alignment 
Socks. They have built-in divid-
ers which push the toes apart to 
promote proper alignment. Cost: 
$49.99/pair.
3.  Electrostimulation Neck Pain 
Reliever … Combines electro-
stimulation with heat therapy for 

drug-free relief. Cost: $169.95.
4. The Rolling Sit-On Tool Chest. 
Also functions as an organized 
tool chest with three pull-out 
drawers on a frame that can sup-
port up to 350 pounds. Cost: 
$119.95.
5. Monogrammed Award-win-
ning Glencairn Whisky Glasses. 
Winner of the Queen’s Award 
for Innovation. Set of four costs 
$69.95.
6. The Non-Slip Furniture-Pro-
tecting Pet Covers. Machine 
washable, covers provide protec-
tion from pet hair and other pos-
sible damage without slipping or 
bunching. Cost:  Recliner, $84.95.  
Sofa, $119.95.  King bed, $119.95.
7. Flight Attendant Comfort 
Shoe.  Have shock-absorbing gel. 
Are treated for fungus and bac-
teria, anatomically correct and 
shock-absorbing gel in the heels.  

Cost $149.95
8.  Cordless Twinkling Chair Back 
Sleeves. Twinkles with the light 
of a starry night. Made with rich 
velvet that protects a chair’s back.  
Each sleeve contains fiber active 
lights and a large satin bow.  Cost: 
set of four $149.95.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!

Good gun news
It’s seldom, if ever, one reads 

good news about guns. So, this 
bit of news should be well re-
ceived. There exists a group with 
a mission antithetical to that of 
the National Rifle Association 
(NRA). It’s called GUNS DOWN 
AMERICA, organized in 2016 in 
Orlando, Fla., as a result of the 
mass shooting incident there. Its 
mission, as given by its founder 
and executive officer, Igor Volsky, 
is to compel the financiers of the 
gun industry banks to support 
gun control. The group set up a 
grading system for these finan-
ciers, i.e., banks and legislators. 
The basis for the grades was 
publicly available information 
gathered from media reports, 
regulatory documents, campaign 
finance filings and other sources. 
After the Orlando shooting, Delta 
Airlines, Hertz and several other 
companies broke with the NRA. 
Some banks have changed their 
positions on loans for guns. Bank 

BY LUCIA WILKES SMITH

A joyful party at the Kenwood 
Isles condominiums in Minne-
apolis celebrated Polly Mann’s 
100 years on a November after-
noon with live music, sing-along 
and rap songs, original poems, 
pretty flowers, laughter, foods, 
bubbly beverages and memories. 
There were SPEAK TRUTH TO 
POWER fortune cookies, sugar 
cookies in the shape of 100, gi-
ant-sized cards for everyone to 
sign that stated “Speak Truth to 
Polly” and delicious sheet cakes 
adorned with peace signs. A Cer-
tificate of Recognition from the 
State of Minnesota, signed by the 
governor, was presented. Polly, of 
course, is best known as a founder 
of WAMM (Women Against Mil-
itary Madness) in 1982 and as a 
current columnist for Southside 
Pride https://southsidepride.com/
columnists/polly-mann/. 

During the gathering, 200 ad-
mirers listened to brief stories 
related by family members and 
several people who have been 
touched by Polly’s life and activ-
ism over the years. In the back-
ground, a slide show projected 
images from those very full years 
while people spoke about Pol-
ly’s campaign for U.S. Senate in 
the late 1980s; the years of WPA 
(Women’s Political Alliance) that 
Polly initiated for lobbying and 
advocacy at the State Capitol; and 
Polly’s crisp decline of the invita-
tion for WAMM women to appear 
on The Oprah Winfrey Show be-
cause promotional material had 

described them as “communist 
housewives.” (They were offend-
ed, saying, “We’re not ‘house-
wives’!”)

One man recalled Polly’s sup-
port and advice in 1967, when 
she worked in the book store 
at Southwest State University, 
Marshall, Minn., where he was a 
student. He protested the war in 
Vietnam and had been arrested 
on several federal charges for his 
resistance actions. Polly raised his 
bail, helped him weigh his deci-
sions, and became “the only light 
in that dark time of my life.”

Polly—ever the gracious lady—
thanked all who arrived, made 
donations to WAMM in her hon-
or, and sang or spoke lovely trib-
utes. She recalled the impact of 
seeing a vicious session of bayonet 
practice when she was a young 
woman working at an Arkansas 
army base. That, and the history 
books she read, “set me on a path 
and I’ve never stopped.”

One of the speakers suggested, 
“WAMM is Polly’s gift to all of us. 
Because, if it weren’t for WAMM, 
how would we all have found each 
other?” And because one of Pol-
ly’s slogans for WAMM is “never 
a meeting without an action,” all 
present—and all reading this ar-
ticle or watching the festivities on 
the WAMM Facebook page—are 
encouraged to call the offices of 
Senators Amy Klobuchar (612-
727-5220) and Tina Smith (651-
221-1016), this month, to press 
for their support of the U.S. sign-
ing the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons Treaty.

Polly Mann at her 100th birthday celebration

See Polly Mann, page 14

GIVE THE GIFT OF GIVE THE GIFT OF OWNERSHIP

Stop by our Customer Service Desk for more info

www.seward.coop



BY ED FELIEN

That’s what it sounds like: “Git 
outta here!” 

The Planning Commission 
last month just approved zoning 
changes that will ultimately mean 
the removal of communities of 
color and those of us who live in 
the inner city in affordable hous-
ing and replace us with Young 
Urban Professionals in five-story 
apartment buildings.

I wrote the following to the 
Planning Commission and the 
City Council:

You are being asked to approve 
staff recommendations for guide-
lines for development projects of 
20 or more units that will accom-
pany inclusionary zoning chang-
es anticipated in December. The 
recommendations are from your 
consultant, Grounded Solutions:

“Draft Policy Recommenda-
tions—Minneapolis Inclusion-
ary Zoning, October 2019, On-
site Affordability Requirements, 
Rental— 

• Option 1: 8% of units af-
fordable at 60% of Area Median 
Income (AMI); no City financial 
assistance; revisit after 18 months 

• Option 2: 20% of units af-
fordable at 50% of AMI; City 
financial assistance (Tax-Incre-
ment Financing) available 

• Option 3: Half the 60% AMI 
requirement (4% of units) af-
fordable at 30% of AMI; no City 
financial assistance.”

The area median income for 
Minneapolis is $60,789. In an 

apartment building of 20 units, 
Option 1 would require 1.6 units 
be made available to people earn-
ing $36,473.40 or less a year. 
Option 2 would require 4 of the 
units be made available to people 
earning $30,395.50 or less a year. 
And Option 3 would make 8/10 
of 1 percent of 1 unit available to 
persons earning $18,236.50 or less 
a year.  

This cannot seriously be called 
creating affordable housing.

The proposed inclusionary 
zoning changes will allow three-, 
four- and five-story apartment 
buildings in the inner city, from 
Broadway to 42nd Street South.  
These changes will not affect the 
traditionally white neighbor-
hoods. Renters who live in the 
affected areas who have found 
affordable housing will be evict-
ed and removed. Communities 
of color will be gentrified and be 
replaced by young urban profes-
sionals.

One out of every five people 
living in Minneapolis (20.7 per-
cent) is living in poverty. They 
earn less than $25,750 a year for a 
family of four.  https://datausa.io/
profile/geo/minneapolis-mn/

By eliminating existing afford-
able housing, this new policy will 
dramatically make things much 
worse.

It is critically important for the 
Planning Commission and the 
City Council to appreciate that 
the author of this plan, Ground-
ed Solutions, is the creature of the 
same banking interests that creat-

ed the housing crisis of 2008. Last 
month’s National Conference 
was sponsored by Wells Fargo 
(a “Game Changing Sponsor”); 
Citibank (a “Visionary Spon-
sor”); Fannie Mae and JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. (“Benefactor Spon-
sors”).  The chair of the Exec-
utive Committee of Grounded 
Solutions is Robert Burns; he is 
also the senior vice president of 
Community Development for 
Citibank.

As you know, it was racist 
redlining by Wells Fargo and US 
Bank that enabled high closing 
costs and high interest rates that 
doomed the African-American 
community in North Minneap-
olis and created economic hard-
ships in South Minneapolis.  

We reported in Southside 
Pride:

“The wheels of justice grind 
slowly but exceedingly fine.

“Sometimes it takes an earth-
quake to shake up City Hall. In 
this case it was Myron Orfield’s 
report on housing discrimination 
in the Twin Cities metropolitan 
area, which documented that 
the area lost $20.5 billion as a re-
sult of racist redlining in lending 
practices by mortgage bankers 
in the Twin Cities. Most of that 
money was lost to homeowners 
who had to pay higher interest 
rates and higher origination fees, 
but a lot of money was lost to mu-
nicipalities and counties that saw 
their tax base shrink as a result of 
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Saint Paul College named one of America’s Top 150 community colleges by the Aspen Institute!

spring semester starts
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Get more for your tuition dollar!

Not only will a Saint Paul College education cost you less, but it will also
give you more. Tuition is among the lowest anywhere, and many financial 

assistance options are available to make college affordable for you!
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Saint Paul College offers a path to achieving your career goals.

Register now for spring semester!
saintpaul.edu/Apply
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Inver Hills is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and 
educator. This information is available in an alternate format by  

calling 651-450-3884 or TTY/Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

INVERHILLS.EDU  |  651-450-3000 

Become a certified nursing assistant and 

Help our heroes! 
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Home - Minneapolis near 
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• Tuition reimbursement available

• Short-term training perfect 
for those interested in a 
healthcare career
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Veterans Home—Minneapolis to offer Nursing Assistant Certificate 
training at the new Veterans Home Education Center. 

About this course: 

• Seven-week session
• Evening class
• Earn college credit
• Taught by Inver Hills Nursing Faculty
• May lead to a professional career as a nurse (LPN or RN)
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• Tuition reimbursement available

• Short-term training perfect 
for those interested in a 
healthcare career

Inver Hills Community College is partnering with the Minnesota 
Veterans Home—Minneapolis to offer Nursing Assistant Certificate 
training at the new Veterans Home Education Center. 

About this course: 

• Seven-week session
• Evening class
• Earn college credit
• Taught by Inver Hills Nursing Faculty
• May lead to a professional career as a nurse (LPN or RN)

Next course starts soon!

January 13—March 18, 2020
March 23—May 9, 2020

Register now! 
INVERHILLS.EDU/CNA
Select the Minnesota Veterans Home location

Inver Hills is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and 
educator. This information is available in an alternate format by 

calling 651-450-3884 or TTY/Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

INVERHILLS.EDU |  651-450-3000 

Become a certified nursing assistant and 

Help our heroes! 

• There is a critical shortage of
nursing assistants in the Metro 

• This short-term training program is 
perfect for those wanting to work 
in health care 

• Train at the Minnesota Veterans 
Home—Minneapolis near 
Minnehaha Falls, Minneapolis 

Inver Hills Community College is partnering with the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) to offer Nursing Assistant 
Certificate training at the new training facility.

About this course: 

• Seven-week session
• Earns college credit
• Taught by Inver Hills nursing faculty 
• Can lead to a professional career as a nurse (LPN or RN) 
• Offered year-round, new course starting every 7-8 weeks 

Next course starts soon!

Oct. 22—Dec.16, 2019

Register now!
INVERHILLS.EDU/CNA

Minneapolis Veterans Home
5101 Minnehaha Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55417

• Train at the 
Minnesota Veterans 
Home - Minneapolis 
near Minnehaha 
Falls in Minneapolis

• Tuition 
reimbursement may 
be available

• Short-term training 
perfect for those 
interested in a 
healthcare career

See Git Out, page 4

‘Git outta here!’
From the 2040 Plan 
adopted by the City 

Council:  
“In neighborhood 
interiors that 
contain a mix of 
housing types 
from single-
family homes 
to apartments, 
increase housing 
choice and supply 
by allowing new 
housing within 
that existing 
range.”



foreclosures.”
h t t p s : / / s o u t h s i d e p r i d e .

com/2014/06/02/racism-redlin-
ing-and-reparations/

The municipal elections also 
spelled doom for the re-election 
hopes of Betsy Hodges and Blong 
Yang, who had refused to prose-
cute Wells Fargo and US Bank 
for their racist crimes against the 
people of Minneapolis.

But now, this City Council, af-
ter the fox has eaten the chickens, 
wants advice from the fox about 
what to do next and how to get 
more chickens.

This City Council has the 
power to end homelessness in 
Minneapolis. It could require all 
new apartment construction be 

required to rent only to people 
living in poverty. Rents would be 
subsidized by federal, state and 
county funds, but the program 
would actually save those govern-
ments money because it would 
be treating one of the principal 
causes of legal and medical prob-
lems for homeless people, and an 
ounce of prevention would be 
worth a pound of cure.

There are all sorts of possibili-
ties, but the Grounded Solutions 
plan seems to offer too little em-
pathy for affordable housing for 
the people who can least afford it. 
The banks need to be at the table, 
but they shouldn’t monopolize 
the conversation. We need to take 
some time to listen to solutions 
from people who have had some 
experience with poverty and 

homelessness.
I would respectfully request 

that the Planning Commission 
advise the City Council to pause 
in their deliberations and con-
sider the effect these changes will 
have on the inner city.

Further, the Planning Com-
mission might consider directing 
staff to consult with those com-
munities most affected by the lack 
of affordable housing and design 
housing priorities that best offer 
solutions to their problems.

Finally, there is a great deal of 
concern in the Powderhorn com-
munity about the dramatic in-
crease in property taxes for next 
year caused by increased valua-
tion. Are the city assessors already 
anticipating the speculative prices 
of anxious developers?  

It is sad to think our houses are 
worth more if we’re not in them. 

A response from Council 
Member Cam Gordon:

People are right to be con-
cerned about displacement and 
gentrification in our City.  As 
more people move to Minneapo-
lis, current low-income residents 
are at a greater risk of being dis-
placed. So-called “Naturally Oc-
curring Affordable Housing” is 
being converted to higher-rent 
housing. It is getting harder for 
families to be able to afford to buy 
a home, and the homeownership 
gap between whites and people 
of color in Minneapolis is among 
the widest in the nation. Renters 
are often trapped in an exploit-
ative rental market with unstable, 
unhealthy and undesirable hous-
ing options. People continue to 
experience homelessness in Min-
neapolis. Family homelessness 
has declined, but the number of 
unsheltered single adults has in-
creased.

This crisis has many differ-

ent causes, including the overall 
economy, the lack of affordable 
housing units, and particular bar-
riers that some people experienc-
ing homelessness—including the 
opiate crisis—are facing. This has 
put tremendous strain not only 
on service providers but also on 
neighborhoods, public safety ser-
vices and more. 

Buildings continue to be the 
main driver of carbon emissions 
in Minneapolis, with housing as 
a significant subset. Energy bur-
den is part of overall housing cost 
burden, and falls disproportion-
ately on the poorest residents. It 
is also often a “hidden” cost of 
housing, not included in the rent 
or mortgage payments that are 
communicated at the time some-
one chooses a home. Increasing 
energy efficiency reduces not 
only climate impacts but overall 
housing costs. And housing that 
is badly maintained can lead to a 
number of different health prob-
lems, including lead poisoning, 
asthma and more.

To address these problems re-
lated to housing, the City of Min-
neapolis has taken a number of 
actions since 2017 to build, rehab 
and stabilize affordable housing; 
to promote home ownership; to 
reduce racial disparities; to ad-
dress homelessness; and to in-
crease energy efficiency in hous-
ing—and we need to do more.

We have accelerated investment 
in affordable housing, passed 
renter protections, initiated a 
Missing Middle Housing pilot 
program, approved an energy 
disclosure ordinance, provided 
energy efficiency support, created 
a 4d program to provide prop-
erty tax reductions for landlords 
who offer lower rents, passed an 
advance notice of sale ordinance, 
and funded renter legal services 
for those who need them.

Still, we need to do more.
To meet this ongoing chal-

lenge, the City of Minneapolis 
should consider a number of ad-
ditional policy solutions, includ-
ing: an inclusionary housing or-
dinance that would require some 
affordable units to be included 
in new apartment buildings; a 
tenant opportunity to purchase 
policy that would give renters 
the right to purchase the build-
ings they live in when the owner 
of the building wants to sell it; 
rent stabilization laws that would 
limit rent increases; inclusive fi-
nancing tools that would allow 
residents—both homeowners 
and renters—to pay for energy 
efficiency improvements through 
energy savings; tenant relocation 
assistance rules that would re-
quire relocation costs for tenants 
to be paid by owners of buildings 
that lose their rental licenses; a 
sustainable building policy that 
requires all buildings—including 
housing—that are supported by 
the city to meet a higher energy 
and environmental performance 
standard; bigger investments and 
a new levy dedicated to pub-
lic housing; greater flexibility to 
allow more affordable and in-
novative housing options like 
intentional community cluster 
developments, accessory dwell-
ing units on more properties, and 
single room occupancy.

As the number of people who 
want to live in Minneapolis 
grows, the rising cost of housing 
has resulted in too many fami-
lies struggling, and often failing, 
to cover housing costs. The free 
market system has failed to meet 
the housing needs in our city. Our 
city government can and should 
do more to ensure that all our 
residents have a healthy, safe and 
decent home to live in.  
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BY KATHRYN KELLY

On Nov. 15, an exhibit debuted 
at The White Page at East 34th 
Street and Cedar Avenue South 
in Minneapolis (https://the-
white-page.org/). Called “Final 
Report—Lake Hiawatha—An-
thropocenic Midden Survey,” it 
displays a large collection of trash 
collected from Lake Hiawatha in 
South Minneapolis. This collec-
tion of trash has been gathered 
from Lake Hiawatha over several 
years by Sean Connaughty and 
The Friends of Lake Hiawatha. 
The amount and diversity of the 
trash is impressive and concern-
ing.

This trash is due to the fact that 

Lake Hiawatha is the dumping 
ground for most of the storm sew-
er water in the Minnehaha Creek 
watershed. It comes from South 
Minneapolis and communities as 
far away as Lake Minnetonka. The 
majority of the trash enters Lake 
Hiawatha directly from the fol-
lowing sources: at least four storm 
sewer pipes that drain South Min-
neapolis water directly into Lake 
Hiawatha; and inbound Minne-
haha Creek, which carries water 
and trash from a huge portion of 
the Minnehaha Creek watershed.

Included in the exhibit is a 
historical perspective of Lake Hi-
awatha and the area, with a short 
history of the lake from the time 
of the habitation of the Dakota 

people to the development of the 
park by the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board. Ethan Neer-
daels Goodroads Village gave an 
interesting presentation about 
“being a good relative,” illustrat-
ing the Dakota perspective of the 
Dakota people’s connection to the 
land.

A synopsis of observed wildlife 
at the lake and a satirical look at 
the items found, from a future 
perspective, complete the exhibit.

This exhibit is an eye-opening 
look at the way we, as people and 
governments, do little to maintain 
a clean and healthy environment 
for ourselves. Is it time for our 
government officials to really take 
the lead in mitigating this trash?

Sean Connaughty 
and a collection of 
trash

The future of our trash The future of our trash 
at Lake Hiawathaat Lake Hiawatha

Git Out, from page 3

612.377.2224 / guthrietheater.org

by HEATHER RAFFO
directed by TAIBI MAGAR

Noura
Jan 11 – Feb 16

A story of identity and belonging

Sponsored by
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Neoliberal vs. socialist politics in the 
Minneapolis housing market
BY ELINA KOLSTAD

Two members of the Collab-
orative Planning Committee 
(CPC), which was initiated by 
Council Member Phillipe Cun-
ningham as a way to engage com-
munity residents in the process 
around the development of the 
Upper Harbor Terminal (UHT), 
recently resigned. In their letter 
of resignation, Tessa Antilla and 
Paul Bauknight said something 
that cuts right to the heart of the 
challenge we face as a city and as 
a nation in our efforts to grow 
and/or improve our communi-
ties: “A fundamental challenge 
to the city’s goals of equity and 
inclusivity for the UHT develop-
ment is its grounding in a mar-
ket-based real estate development 
process. Real estate development 
is an extractive wealth building 
process. It must engage a capital-
ist system that is not now nor has 
it ever been equitable.”  (citation: 
https://www.vox.mn/post/two-
top-members-resign-from-city-
planning-committee)

While the letter penned by An-
tilla and Bauknight was specifi-
cally about the UHT, it resonat-
ed with me as a reflection of the 
current political rift in American 
politics. We are at a moment po-
litically when we are finally seeing 
serious questioning of our neolib-

eral status quo and a rise in Dem-
ocratic socialism as championed 
by Bernie Sanders and Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez.

In discussions of housing de-
velopment and housing afford-
ability, neoliberal policies argue 
for market-based solutions with 
a focus on supply and demand. 
This is exemplified by the Amer-
ican Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil (ALEC), which drafted model 
legislation for state lawmakers: 
“Affordable Housing Construc-
tion Stimulation Act” of 1995 
states, “In order to increase the 
construction of low-income 
housing, this act allows certain 
requirements a developer must 
meet under a municipal housing 
or building code to be waived 
…” (https://www.alecexposed.
org/w/images/6/62/1A0-Afford-
able_Housing_Construction_
Stimulation_Act_Exposed.pdf). 
And ALEC currently states on its 
website, “Creating a market-ori-
ented housing policy that allows 
housing supply to fit demand 
and encourages the creation of 
affordable housing through mar-
ket forces can boost a state’s hu-
man capital and help to develop 
an area’s economy.” (https://www.
alec.org/issue/economic-devel-
opment/). The recently-adopted 
Minneapolis 2040 Plan falls un-
der this philosophy when it comes 

to creating affordable housing.
Meanwhile, also in Minne-

apolis, the Minneapolis Public 
Housing Authority (MPHA) 
is pursuing a federal program 
called Rental Assistance Demon-
stration (RAD) to fund rehabil-
itation of public housing that is 
suffering from too-long deferred 
maintenance (https://www.
minnpost.com/metro/2019/04/
the-minneapolis-public-hous-
ing-authority-is-changing-the-
way-it-does-business-and-some-
city-council-members-are-wor-
ried-about-it/). According to the 

Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder, 
“RAD’s program structure allows 
housing agencies to partner with 
private and nonprofit enterpris-
es to secure funds, as well as to 
change one form of subsidized 
housing to another.” According 
to MPHA, these private funds 
would be borrowed from banks, 
philanthropic organizations, or 
foundations and that these “in-
vestors” would receive tax credits 
in exchange for their investments 
(https://spokesman-recorder.
com/2019/06/06/public-hous-
ing-rehab-sparks-fears-of-pri-
vatization/). Call me a cynic, but 
the idea of private investors (even 
philanthropic organizations or 
foundations) giving millions of 
dollars to MPHA for some tax 
credits just doesn’t add up to me.

Encouragingly, at the national 
level, Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez recently released her “Green 
New Deal for Public Housing 
Act,” which would not only put 
tax dollars at work on deferred 
maintenance in public housing, 
but would also implement en-
ergy efficiency retrofits at the 
same time (https://ocasio-cortez.
house.gov/gnd/public-housing). 
This bill has incredible potential 
to improve the quality of housing 
for so many people while reduc-
ing not only the operational costs 
of public housing but also greatly 

reducing the carbon footprint of 
this housing. But it doesn’t stop 
there! The bill would also elimi-
nate federal caps on the construc-
tion of new public housing units. 
The growing push for better and 
more public housing options can 
also be seen in the “Homes Guar-
antee” proposal put forward by 
People’s Action. (https://www.
citylab.com/equity/2019/11/
green-new-deal-public-hous-
ing-sanders-ocasio-cortez-retro-
fit/602002/) 

While these pushes for public 
housing funding at the federal 
level are encouraging, they are 
still in the early stages. Even if we 
are able to achieve great reforms 
to funding for public housing 
at a federal level, will MPHA’s 
pursuit of RAD for our current 
public housing stock hamper fu-
ture opportunities under more 
progressive legislation? Could the 
redevelopment of UHT benefit 
from the funding proposed in Oc-
asio-Cortez’s bill? While I under-
stand the desire to move quickly 
on these issues, could we perhaps 
benefit from slowing down our 
timeline a little? It would be a 
tragedy for the city to give away 
so much of what we have when 
we could be on the cusp of such 
awesome opportunities to pursue 
equity and environmental justice 
in our city.

Seward Co-op Creamery Café    2601 E Franklin Ave
Boneshaker Books                               2002 23rd Ave S
Tracy’s Saloon                                   2207 E Franklin Ave
Welna II Hardware                           2201 E Franklin Ave 
Precision Grind Coffee                    2223 E Franklin Ave
Pizza Luce                                          2200 E Franklin Ave
Seward Café                                       2129 E Franklin Ave
Music Box                                           2111 E Franklin Ave 
Holiday Stationstore                         2124 E Franklin Ave
American Indian Center                 1530 E Franklin Ave
Franklin Library                                1314 E Franklin Ave
Maria’s Café                                       1113 E Franklin Ave
Phillips Community Center              2323 11th Ave S
Stop and Shop                                         1700 E Lake St
YWCA                                                       2121 E Lake St
Hi-Lake Liquor                                2130 E Lake St Unit E
Hub Bike Co-op                                3016 Minnehaha Ave
Geek Love Pizza                               3032 Minnehaha Ave
Peace Coffee                                       3262 Minnehaha Ave
Gandhi Mahal                                         3009 27th Ave 
Town Talk Diner                                   2707 E Lake St
El Nuevo Rodeo                                          2709 E LakeSt
Aldi                                                       2929 27th Ave S
Schooner Tavern                                    2901 27th Ave 
Cub                                                       2850 26th Ave S
Minnehaha Lake Liquor                       2613 E Lake St
East Lake Library                                     2727 E Lake St
US Bank                                                   2800 E Lake St
Northern Sun                                         2916 E Lake St
Urban Forage                                          3016 E Lake St
Walgreens                                                3121 E Lake St

Precision Tune                                            3232 E Lake St
Sonora Grill                                             3300 E Lake St
International Cuisine                                    3508 E Lake St
Merlin’s Rest                                           3601 E Lake St
Longfellow Market                                3815 E Lake St
Frattalone’s Hardware                                 3915 E Lake St
El Norteno                                                  4000 E Lake St
Speedway                                                4320 E Lake St
Longfellow Grill                                 2990 W River Pkwy
Riverview Café                                    3753 42nd Ave S
Riverview Theater                                 3800 42nd Ave
Fireroast Coffee and Wine                   3800 37th Ave S
Howe Daily Kitchen                3675 Minnehaha Ave S
Cardinal Bar                                             2920 E 38th S
Northbound Smokehouse                    2716 E 38th St
Key West Bistro                                      2803 E 38th St
Super USA                                          3801 Minnehaha Ave
Selam Coffee                                      3860 Minnehaha Ave
Souse Foods                                     3909 Minnehaha Ave 
Dumpling                                           4004 Minnehaha Ave 
Parkway Pizza                                    4359 Minnehaha Ave
Elevated Beer, Wine & Sprits          4135 Hiawatha Ave
Hiawatha Comm Center                            4305 E 42nd St
Falls Liquor                                        4604 Minnehaha Ave,
Walgreens                                          4547 Hiawatha Ave
Oaks Hiawatha Station                     4540 Snelling Ave
Holiday Stationstores                        4601 Hiawatha Ave
Cub Foods                                          4601 Snelling Ave
SolSta Records                                       4022 E 46th St
Venn Brewing Co                      3550 E 46th St, Ste 140
Freshly Cut                                          4555 S 34th Ave
Bull’s Horn                                          4563 S 34th Ave
Twisted Groove                                   4503 S 34th Ave

Now, I reflexively studied the 
exchange and concluded the 
mother and daughter mistook 
my language. They responded 
honestly and correctly.  Confron-
tation.

So, whose fault, as we like to 
ask?

I concluded—with little 
doubt—it was mine. I’d been air-
ily flip and disrespectfully famil-
iar with an innocent young wom-
an who misconstrued my words 
and intent.

The temptation to wallow in 
self-pity was strong, but I de-
murred. I had been wrong and 
they’d responded honestly.

A quarter century later a friend 
reported that his son’s girlfriend 
had told him I’d been flirting 
with her at a cookout.

OMG, in today’s parlance.
I had to, once again, review my 

conduct. 
She’d asked me to opine on her 

ex-husband’s wish to be a cop.
With fatal consistency my re-

sponse was flip, dismissive and 
obsequious to lame humor.

Again, the woman had re-

sponded honestly, forthrightly 
and even courageously.  Another 
wallowing temptation to resist for 
me.

What I could never resist, to 
my real regret, is to subvert every-
thing to the service of humor. I do 
love humor. But do I love it too 
much?

Very likely, yes.
The exercise is important for 

its contribution to the examined 
life. In these two incidents I felt 
the strong urge to self-righteous 
indignation. How comforting!  
How helpful!

Really? Helpful?
The very opposite.
To become real persons, we 

must look first within for the 
flaws. I’ve found that I’ve rarely 
had to look further.

The T. A. course taught me a 
number of things:  There are no 
simple transactions; question ev-
erything; look within first and try 
to become a more effective worm. 
Or is it gorilla?

And to conclude with my first 
question—I really think that 
most female accusers are acting in 
good faith and telling the truth as 
they’ve experienced it.

Bouza, from page 1
Changes, from page 1



Soup Supper and
Taizé Worship
Wednesday, Dec. 18
6 p.m.
Nokomis Heights 
Lutheran Church
5300 10th Ave. S. Mpls. 55417
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
invites you to Wednesday 
evenings (12/11 and 12/18) 
in Advent for soup supper 
and Taizé worship, under the 
theme, “What Are We Waiting 
For?” Soup and bread and 
bars will be served from 6:00 
to 6:30, with worship at 
7 p.m. 

35th Annual Minnesota
Homeless Memorial
March & Service
Thursday, Dec. 19
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Plymouth Congregational 
Church

1900 Nicollet Ave.
Mpls. 55403
Honoring people who have 
died while homeless in Min-
nesota, and hosted by Simp-
son Housing Services. 5 p.m. 
March and Silent Vigil at the 
Hennepin County Govern-
ment Center; 6 p.m. Service 
of Remembrance at Plymouth 
Congregational Church; 7 
p.m. Community Meal, lower 
level of Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church. Please go to 
www.simpsonhousing.org for 
information on parking and 
bus transportation.
 
Sara Thomsen
Solstice Gathering
Friday, Dec. 20
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Guild Hall
1900 Nicollet Ave.
Mpls. 55403
Join Sara Thomsen and 
friends for a special gathering 
to mark the longest night of 
the year—the winter solstice—
with song, good feelings and 
seasonal treats. Her latest 
recording, “Song like a Seed,” 
will be available. Tickets are 
$20, and are available at 
https://songlikeaseed.brown-
papertickets.com/.

Children’s Christmas 
Pageant
Sunday, Dec. 22
10:30 a.m.
Living Spirit United
Methodist Church  
4501 Bloomington Ave. S.
Mpls. 55407 
Join us for worship and expe-

rience the beloved Christmas 
story as told by the children of 
Living Spirit. Expect creative 
storytelling, joyful music, and 
messy, imperfect moments 
that will fill you with Christ-
mas spirit.

Nordic Julekonsert
Sunday, Dec. 22, 2 p.m.
Mindekirken, the Norwegian
Lutheran Memorial Church
924 E. 21st St., Mpls. 55404
The annual Christmas concert 
at Mindekirken features the 
voices of the Mindekirken 
Choir, plus “Kvinnekor” 
Women’s Choir; Norwegian 
Glee Club of Minneapolis; 
American Swedish Institute 
Male Chorus; American Swed-
ish Institute Cloudberries. 
Freewill offering with refresh-
ments following the concert.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship
Tuesday, Dec. 24, 10 p.m.
Living Spirit United
Methodist Church  
4501 Bloomington Ave. S.
Mpls. 55407 
Come hear the Christmas sto-
ry and sing familiar carols. At 
the end of the service, every-
one will receive a candle so we 
can flood the darkness with 
glowing light while singing 
“Silent Night.”

Christmas Day Worship
and Coffee
Wednesday, Dec. 25
10 a.m.
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church
5300 10th Ave. S., Mpls. 55417
Christmas Coffee follows 
worship on Christmas Day at 
Nokomis Heights Lutheran 
Church. Join us for worship 
at 10 a.m., with an array of 
Scandinavian and other holi-
day delights afterward. All are 
welcome!

Pathways Faith-Based
Life Skills Class
Thursday, Dec. 26, 6 p.m.

Christian
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF 
THE HOLY NAME
3637 11th Ave. S. * 612-724-5465
Masses Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 11 am
Reconciliation Sat. 4 - 4:30 pm
Pastor: Fr. Leo Schneider
A welcoming Roman Catholic 
community

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OF ST. ALBERT 
THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
Mass M, T, TH, F at 8:15 am

Saturday 5 pm & Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Liturgy of the 
Word for Children
www.saintalbertthegreat.org

MINNEHAHA
COMMUNION
LUTHERAN CHURCH
4101 37th Ave. S. *612-722-9527
Pastors Dan and Sally Ankerfelt
9:45 am Sunday Worship & Sunday 
School
Dec. 22, 4 pm - Longest Night 
Service
Dec. 24, 4 pm - Christmas Eve 
Service
Jan. 8, 6 pm – Meal & Songs of 
My Life Service

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN 
CONGREGATION 
Augsburg College, Hoversten Chapel
Riverside & 22nd Aves.
612-333-2561
www.trinitylutherancongregation.org
Holy Communion 9 & 11 am
Christmas Eve Service 4 pm
Pastors: Jane Buckley-Farlee & 
Alem Asmelash
Office: 2001 Riverside Ave. 
Reconciling in Christ
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The Riverside
Religious Community

Welcomes You

EVENTS

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible

Basilica of St. Mary School
Room LL7
1601 Laurel Ave., Mpls. 55403
Make a positive change in your 
life in just 10 weeks! Did you 
know that every Thursday eve-
ning from 6 to 8:15 p.m., a team 
of dedicated volunteers hosts 
“Pathways,” our faith-based 
series of life skills classes? Stop 
by any time! All are welcome 
and no registration required. 
Questions? Contact Julia at 
612-317-3413.

Living into Being God’s
Kindom in Minnesota
Saturday, Jan. 25
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hennepin Avenue United
Methodist Church
511 Groveland Ave.
Mpls. 55403
Please save Saturday, Jan. 25 
for an event led by Dr. Grace 
Pak from the General Commis-
sion on Religion and Race of 
the United Methodist Church. 
Dr. Pak will facilitate conver-
sation and learning to bring 
people together across cultur-
al differences in order to live 
more fully into God’s Kindom. 
While sponsored by Twin 
Cities District Strategy Team, 
the event is open to all across 
Minnesota, who are invited, 
expected, and encouraged to 
join our conference leadership 
and attend this first conver-
sation and learning. Hosted 
by Minnesota Methodists and 
Hennepin Avenue United Meth-
odist Church. For more info, see 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/446045692965945/?ac-
tive_tab=about

Sharing Food

Trinity Lutheran 
Congregation
Cedar Commons
2001 Riverside Ave.
612-333-2561
Wednesday Evening Suppers 
from 6 to 7 p.m.
A free weekly meal sponsored 
by Trinity and our community 
partners. All are welcome—
neighbors, students and 
visitors!

Bethany Lutheran Church 
2511 E. Franklin Ave.
612-332-2397 
Soup for You serves a free 
community meal every week-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
meal is open to everyone—no 
exceptions! Volunteers will take 
your orders and serve you at the 
table. This is not a soup kitchen, 
but rather a space to build com-
munity! Donations are of course 
welcome!

AA and NA Meetings
Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran Church
4101 37th Ave. S.
Every Monday night there is 
an AA meeting at 7 p.m.
Every Tuesday and Wednes-
day night there is an AA 
meeting at 7:30 p.m.
On Thursday night, there is 
an NA meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend.

NAMI MN: LGBTQAIP 
Peer Support Group
Saturdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Living Table United Church 
of Christ, Hope Room
3805 E. 40th St.
NAMI offers a support group 
for those living in the GLBTQ 
community and their allies 
on Saturdays at 1 p.m. The 
NAMI Connection support 
group program is a peer-to-
peer based support group 
model. Connection groups 
are a safe place to confront 
the challenges that members 
of the GLBTQ communities 
face: low self-esteem, social 
isolation, stigma, discrimina-
tion, anxiety, and depression. 
For information regarding 
this group please contact Kim 
Sherva at NAMI Minnesota, 
651-645-2948.

Gamblers Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6 to 7 p.m.
Living Table United Church 
of Christ, Hope Room
3805 E. 40th St.
Anyone with a desire to stop 
gambling is welcome.

Adoption Support Group 
for Teens and Parents 
First Tuesdays
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran Church 
4101 37th Ave. S. 
The Adoption Support 
Network holds monthly 
support groups for parents 
and teens who have been 
adopted. Adoptive parents 
are provided with a con-
fidential, nonjudgmental 
environment where they 
can support each other and 
share resources. Teens are 
invited to meet with other 
teens who understand what 
it’s like to be adopted. The 
teen group is not a drop-off 
group—parent(s) must attend 
the parent support group. 
For more info and to RSVP 
contact Ginny Blade at 651-
646-5082 or ginnyblade@
nacac.org (parents).
*Meetings are usually the 
first Tuesday of the month, 
but call ahead to check.
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Church of the 
Holy Name

3637 11th Avenue South
Minneapolis MN 55407

612-724-5465
Rev. Leo J.

Schneider, Pastor

Christmas Mass
Schedule:

Christmas Eve
4pm at St. Leonard’s (3949 Clinton

Ave. S.), 5pm & 10pm at Holy Name

Christmas Day
10 am at Holy Name

All Are Welcome

Christmas Eve
5 pm & 10 pm

Christmas Day 
10 am

All Are Welcome

ONGOING

Please send news of your faith-based community to 
katherine.southsidepride@gmail.com 

or call Katherine at 612-822-4662



tion rips through the surface of 
time in the cry of a tiny babe.” 
Cockburn is a devout Chris-
tian (as well as a radical leftist), 
but I am concerned with more 
than the concept of redemp-
tion in traditional Christianity, 
broad as that may be. Before we 
distinguish other concepts of 
redemption, let’s examine what 
the currently orthodox Christian 
view of redemption, and set of 
“beliefs” about the birth of Jesus, 
are. Cockburn’s song casts famil-
iar scenes in a different light. It 
starts out with a shocker: “Mary 
grows a child without the help of 
a man. Joseph gets upset because 
he doesn’t understand.” Interest-
ingly, his view of the miracle of 
Mary’s pregnancy is a lot closer 
to the Islamic view of it than 
the Christian. Wait, Islam has a 

“view” of Mary and Jesus? Oh, 
indeed, and I will go into that 
more in a few paragraphs, except 
they are respectively Maryam 
and Isa. Islam, however, does not 
have a view of Joseph, at least 
he’s not part of Isa’s story in the 
way he is of Jesus’ story. In Islam, 
the entire people of Nazareth get 
upset because they don’t under-
stand. More on that later. 

Continuing with our carol, 
the baby is born in the “fullness 
of time,” is visited by three “wise 
astrologers” who “get pretty 
close to wrecking everything,” 
because Herod, “a paranoid 
man” sends “death squads” after 
them, and they are forced to 
“head out for the border and get 
away clean.” In an interview on 

BY DEBRA KEEFER RAMAGE

This holiday season, I am contemplat-
ing redemption. I am initially inspired by 
a nontraditional modern Christmas carol 
by Bruce Cockburn, dating from an album 
released in the early 1990s, “Cry of a Tiny 
Babe.” The chorus proclaims, “Redemp-

Bloomington Center for the Arts l 1800 W Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington l artistrymn.org
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NPR 14 years after his song first 
came out, Cockburn explained: “I 
had this idea that, listening to the 
existing world of Christmas music, 
something I could contribute to 
it would be to try to retell the bibli-
cal story in contemporary terms, 
and I thought of it as a spaghetti 
Western in a way. You could take 
the same elements of that story 
and put them in a Sergio Leone 
film and it would be powerful. 
And in doing that, I brought the 
people into some sort of different 
perspective than you get from 
the biblical stories. The vision of 
Mary that we’ve inherited through 
history, for instance, doesn’t sound 
like any Jewish woman I ever met, 

so in the song she kind of has a bit 
more of a personality. …But Mary 
and Joseph are—I tried to make 
them human characters and multi-
dimensional characters and Herod 
and the song just basically tells the 
story, but in different terms than 
we’re used to hearing it.”

There have always been some 
Christians who accept parts of 
this story and reject others. (Even 
the four Gospels have different 
stories.) Of course, a major debate 
about Jesus, which reflects on 
the philosophical debate about 
redemption, is his relationship 
to God. Jews and Muslims agree 
on rejecting, not the existence of 
Jesus, but his divinity, his being 
the “son” of G-d or of Allah, of 
the existence of “the Trinity” and 

whether that crosses a line into 
polytheism. Seriously, wars have 
been fought and people have died 
over these questions, and that 
is just among the self-avowed 
Christians. In modern times, we 
have theologians who research the 
“historical Jesus” and therefore 
have other quibbles, doubts and 
strained explanations. The late 
Marcus Borg was one of the most 
eloquent and beloved of these 
modern-day doubters. After re-
counting the list of Christmas mir-
acles—virgin birth, star of wonder, 
wise men, prophecies—he wrote: 
“To be candid, I do not think that 
any of this happened ...Yet I am 
not a ‘debunker’ of these stories. I 
do not dismiss them as ‘fables’ or 
‘fabrications’ or ‘falsehoods.’ Many 

The Jordan River where Jesus/Isa was baptized 
Photo by Beivushtang at the English language Wikipedia [CC BY-SA 3.0]

Redemption, from page 7
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whether that crosses a line into 
polytheism. Seriously, wars have 
been fought and people have died 
over these questions, and that 
is just among the self-avowed 
Christians. In modern times, we 
have theologians who research the 
“historical Jesus” and therefore 
have other quibbles, doubts and 
strained explanations. The late 
Marcus Borg was one of the most 
eloquent and beloved of these 
modern-day doubters. After re-
counting the list of Christmas mir-
acles—virgin birth, star of wonder, 
wise men, prophecies—he wrote: 
“To be candid, I do not think that 
any of this happened ...Yet I am 
not a ‘debunker’ of these stories. I 
do not dismiss them as ‘fables’ or 
‘fabrications’ or ‘falsehoods.’ Many 

in the modern world do see the 
two options as ‘it happened this 
way’ or ‘it didn’t’—and if it didn’t, 
then we are dealing with delusions 
and deceptions …There is a third 
option. Namely, the Christmas 
stories with their miraculous 
elements were not intended to be 
‘factual’ in the sense of reporting 
what actually happened. Rather, 
they are early Christian testimony, 
written roughly a hundred years 
after Jesus’ birth. They testify to 
the significance that Jesus had 
come to have in their lives and 
experience and thought. The 
stories are parabolic, metaphorical 
narratives that can be true without 
being factual.” Not surprisingly, 
this third way does not appease the 
fundamentalists, who label Borg as 

a “false prophet.”   
In Judaism, the concept of a 

redeemer is part of Mosaic law. 
There is the goel or kinsman-re-
deemer, who is a family member 
with the duty to redeem things 
lost to debt or disaster and keep 
them in the family. This is the 
basis of the story of Ruth, and 
how she, a polytheistic woman of 
Moab, a very young widow, came 
with her Jewish mother-in-law to 
Israel and married Boaz, which 
led to the founding of the line of 
King David, and ultimately to the 
birth of Mary/Maryam who bore 
Jesus/Isa. So that was some act of 
redemption on the part of Boaz, 
who is barely known and yet, 

Jesus is the most-mentioned person in the Quran by reference; 
187 times in all, 25 times by the name Isa directly.See Redemption, page 10



in a sense, altered history. We 
know that there must have been 
a non-transactional, spiritual 
meaning to redemption as well, 
because in the book of the same 
name, Job suffers on his bed of 
ashes but cries out, “I know that 
my Redeemer lives!” This came 
to be identified by Christian 
scholars as yet another Jesus 

prophecy, but whatever, that’s 
what they do. 

The concept of redemption 
and the concept of sacrifices are 
closely aligned in both Jewish 
and Christian scripture. This is 
how we get Jesus, possibly (in 
my view) “just” a prophet, but 
one whose main message was 
“God does not want your burnt 
offerings and legalistic piety, just 
love one another,” and yet who 
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12/28   THE MELSIMATICS, LITTLE MAN, RYAN & PONY, + rock

12/29   HOLIDAY ROCKTACULAR w FLIPP, THE CARNEGIES +
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Lavish, often full-size Nativity scenes popularize the Christian narrative. This is one of scores 
to be found in Bamberg, Germany.

was apparently made a sacrifice 
himself. One part of the Mosaic 
law on sacrifices relates to the red 
heifer. In a marvelous display of 
sibling rivalry, the Quran shows 
Allah thoroughly trolling the Jews 
over this red heifer business in 
Sura 2 “Al-Baqara” (the longest 
sura in the Quran). To shorten 
the tale, Moses says they need to 
sacrifice a cow, and the people 
say “what kind of cow?” Moses 
goes back to God and comes 
back with “a heifer.” But what 
color of heifer? A golden shining 
yellow one. That’s pretty rare 
right there, but no, they demand 
even more restrictions. “We can’t 
tell one cow from another, how 
do we know?” It’s never plowed 
a field or worn a yoke, and has 
no blemish on it. According to 
Islamic scholars,  this “displayed 
the stubbornness of the Children 
of Israel, who asked unnecessary 
questions of the prophets without 
readily following any command-
ment from God; had they slaugh-
tered a cow, any cow, it would 
have been sufficient for them, but 
instead, as they made the mat-
ter more difficult, God made it 
even more difficult for them.” It’s 
worth noting that some (Chris-
tians again, surprise!) equate the 
red heifer with Jesus. Also, some 
believe the second coming of 
Jesus cannot occur until the Third 
Temple is built in Jerusalem, 
which requires the appearance of 
a red heifer born in Israel. Clyde 
Lott, an American cattle breeder, 
is attempting to breed red cows 
(which are currently nonexistent) 

Redemption, from page 9



and export them to Israel in the 
hope that this will—ahem—im-
manentize the eschaton. (Google 
it.) 

So, the Islamic stories of Isa 
and his mother Maryam are in-
triguing, including many of the 
same elements as the Christian 
story (virgin birth, cousin John 
the Baptist, miracles, Bethlehem 
birthplace) and lacking many 
others (no manger, no betrothed 
husband, no wise men, no 
shepherds). Instead of a manger, 
Maryam, who fled to Bethlehem 
to escape the angry neighbors 
and relatives who didn’t believe 
she was still chaste, was provided 
by Allah with a formerly dead 
date palm tree to labor and give 
birth under, and a magic holy 
spring for water. She was told to 
pat the tree if she needed dates 
and they would fall into her lap. 
Later she went back to Nazareth 
to try to rejoin her family. The 
people wanted to punish her for 
having a baby out of wedlock, 
but the infant Isa spoke from his 
cradle to defend her and they 
withdrew in awe. This was Isa’s 

first miracle. He went on to fash-
ion a live bird from clay, to heal 
lepers, to raise four people from 
the dead, to call a giant cooked 
fish down from heaven to feed 
a multitude, and to be given 
a Book from Allah, the Injil 
(gospel), which makes him a 
Messenger, at least on a par with 
Muhammed. 

The date palm tree and Isa 
speaking from the cradle recall 
another lesser-known Christmas 
carol, the Cherry Tree Carol. 

Here, Joseph is again doubting 
Mary’s chastity, and refusing to 
gather cherries for her, at which 
Jesus speaks from the womb, 
and commands a cherry tree to 
bow down so that his mother 
may have cherries. Unlike Mar-
cus Borg, with all due respect, 
I believe each and every one of 
these stories, although the one 
about Clyde Lott really strains 
my credulity. Have a happy and 
peaceful holiday, whatever you 
believe!
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Holden Evening Prayer Service
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Blue Christmas Service
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Available in any amount 
and good forever!

GIFT CARDS 

The Perfect Holiday Gift!

Good for everything from shows to concerts 
to camps and more!

SSPrideDec-2019.qxp_Layout 1  11/13/19  3:12 PM  Page 1

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Red Heifer

Douvres-la-Délivrande Black 
Madonna
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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BY ED FELIEN

Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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FIND YOUR EVENT:
-ART  -MUSIC  - DANCE  -THEATERTD MA 

Caravanaoke! with 
The Belfast Cowboys
and special guests
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 7 to 11 p.m.
Driftwood Char Bar
4415 Nicollet Ave. S.
Mpls. 55419
It’s that time of year again—
for the fourth (almost consec-
utive) year, as Terry Walsh & 
the Belfast Cowboys light up 
the Driftwood Char Bar with 
the songs of Van Morrison 
(and more classic rockers) 
with a little help from their 
guest-star singing friends! 
All ages. Free (all tips go to 
Foothold Twin Cities).
For more info: http://drift-
woodcharbar.com.

Readings by Writers
Hosted by Tim Nolan
Tuesday, Dec. 17
7:30 to 9 p.m.
University Club of St. Paul
420 Summit Ave.
St. Paul, 55102
Join us for a reading by three 
children’s book authors—John 
Coy, Bao Phi, and Kao Kalia 
Yang—and one poet, Steve 
Healey. For more info, see:  
https://www.facebook.com/
events/551502942299215/?ac-
tive_tab=about

Call for Art
“Expression: Raw Emotion”

Wednesday, Dec. 18: 
Application Deadline
Saturday, Feb. 1: 
Exhibit Opens
Art Works Eagan
3795 Pilot Knob Rd.
Eagan, 55122
This call for art includes all 
mediums! The exhibit “Ex-
pression: Raw Emotion” 
encourages artists to submit 
work that is reactionary in na-
ture to bring focus to human 
emotion, whether it be subtle 
or extreme. Submissions 
can be things that make you 
laugh out loud and ugly-cry. 
Capture the fear of rejection 
or the warmth of acceptance. 
Discover your mischievous 
side, and share your raw 
emotions through art. All 2020 
calls for art are ready for artist 
submissions to our gallery. 
Apply now! www.artwork-
seagan.org

The Diary of Immaculee 
Illibagiza
Wednesday, Dec. 18
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Holy Name Church
Garvey Hall
3637 11th Ave. S., Mpls. 55407
Everyone is welcome to 
Neighborhood Night! Join us 
for viewing and lively dis-
cussion of the documentary 
story of Immaculee and her 

escape from the Rwandan 
Genocide. This is an inspiring 
story of bravery and hope. 
Come, learn and get to know 
neighbors!  Coffee included. 
Bring a friend! No cost/no 
registration. For more info: 
www.churchoftheholyname.
org; 612-724-5465.  

Holiday Party
Thursday, Dec. 19
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
 4120 17th Ave. S., Mpls. 55407
 Get your picture taken with 
“Santa Vern,” enjoy a de-
licious lunch provided by 
Minnehaha Senior Living, 
and enjoy entertainment by 
“Rick and the Resistors.” You 
can also visit with our nurse 
and get your blood pressure 
checked and take home a hol-
iday gift! Pre-registration is 
required. Call 612-729-5499 or 
email info@nokomishealthy-
seniors.org,

December at Bryant-Lake 
Bowl
Bryant-Lake Bowl 
Cabaret Theater
810 W. Lake St., Mpls. 55408
A Very Die Hard Christmas
Through Dec. 21
“Yippee Ki Yay, Father 
Christmas!” Back for the 
eighth year comes the holiday 
treat with all the trimmings: 
singing, dancing, and blood-
shed! Don’t miss this yuletide 
tradition combining the action 
and suspense of Die Hard 
with the sentiment of every-
one’s favorite TV Christmas 
specials loaded with music, 

magic, and mayhem!  Tickets 
$20/$18 in advance. Reserva-
tions at 612-825-8949 or www.
bryantlakebowl.com.
“Letters to Santa…
ASSEMBLE!”
Dec. 5 - 27
One Woman. 10 Characters. 
Viciously Funny. This criti-
cally-acclaimed holiday show 
hits the Bryant-Lake Bowl 
stage at full tilt. Janelle Ranek 
is a literal one-woman sketch 
comedy tour de force. “Let-
ters to Santa…ASSEMBLE!” 
is driven by Ranek’s fearless 
comedy style. Each character 
has their own bizarre requests 
to Santa, some naughty, some 
nice and some downright 
ridiculous. This is NOT your 
ordinary holiday show. Tick-
ets $15/$12 in advance. More 
info at www.bryantlakebowl.
com.

Earth-friendly gifts featured 
at Textile Center
Through Dec. 24
2019 Holiday Gallery Shop
3000 University Ave. SE
Mpls. 55414
At a time when protecting 
the earth’s natural resourc-
es, ecosystems, climate and 
atmosphere for the next 
generation is top of mind, 
Textile Center’s 2019 Holiday 
Gallery Shop will feature a 
plethora of earth-friendly fiber 
gifts. The Shop showcases an 
abundance of eco-friendly 
merchandise, ranging from 
sustainable, organic, or local 

fibers; naturally or over-dyed 
textiles; repurposed materials, 
upcycled fashions, and even 
items to help one live a more 
sustainable life.
The 2019 featured artist, 
Wendy Richardson of Brook-
lyn Park, Minn., showcases 
hand-dyed and embroidered 
vintage linens. New for 2019 
are Indian artisan textiles. 
Abdul Jabbar Khatri and 
Sufiyan Khatri, artisans from 
Bhuj, Gujarat, India, bring a 
selection of accessories and 
textiles made from historic 
techniques, which provide in-
credible opportunities to sup-
port Indian artisans, mainly 
women, in their communities.  
Textile Center is unique as 
America’s national center 
with a mission to honor textile 
traditions, promote excellence 
and innovation, and inspire 
widespread participation in 
fiber art. Textile Center pro-
duces more than 200 classes 
a year and the Youth Fiber 
Art Guild™. A dynamic hub 
of fiber activity for 25 years, 
Textile Center is located in the 
Prospect Park neighborhood 
of Minneapolis—centrally lo-
cated and easily accessed via 
public transportation or car—
and brings people together in 
community to learn, create, 
share and be inspired by fiber 
art. For more information:  
http://textilecentermn.org or 
call 612-436-0464.
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The Riverview Theater to Feature 
Classic Christmas Films for a Cause

What would Christmas be without Christmas movies? The good 
news: you don’t have to find out. From Friday, Dec. 20, 2019, through 
Monday, December 23, 2019, the Riverview Theater will once again 
present Christmas films at discounted prices for a good cause.

An annual tradition since 2008, on the occasion of the Riverview’s 
60th anniversary, the theater will again partner with the Minnehaha 
Food Shelf to bring classic Christmas movies to the big screen. Admis-
sion is just $2 per feature or $1 with a non-perishable food donation.

As always, Ralphie and the rest of the gang from A Christmas Story 
will again be part of the lineup. This year, for the first time, the Riv-
erview will show another hilarious holiday classic, Elf, starring Will 
Ferrell. Here is the full schedule of holiday film fun:

In addition to non-perishable food items collected from moviego-
ers, the Riverview will also donate a portion of all ticket sales directly 
to the Minnehaha Food Shelf. Thank you for supporting your local 
food shelf this holiday season.

The historic Riverview Theater, located at 3800 42nd Avenue South in Minneapo-
lis, is one of the most renowned neighborhood theaters in the upper Midwest. Opened 
in 1948, the Riverview frequently rates as the best movie theater in Minneapolis, 
including by the City Pages seven times in a recent nine-year span. With a capacity 
to seat 700 moviegoers in a classic auditorium that features state-of-the-art projec-
tion and sound systems as well as high-backed rocker seats, the Riverview offers the 
best of the modern digital age combined with the atmosphere of a simpler time. Its 
1950s lobby is complete with mod couches and chairs, and patrons often come early 
to relax before the show. The Riverview presents art-house cinema classics, children 
and family films, Hollywood blockbusters, filmed concerts, and live sports, all at bud-
get-conscious prices.

White 
Christmas (1954)   

2 p.m., daily, 
December 21-23

Elf (2003)   
4:20 p.m., daily, 
December 20-23

A Christmas 
Story (1983)   6:30 

p.m., daily, Decem-
ber 20-23

It’s A Wonderful 
Life (1946)   

8:30 p.m., daily, 
December 20-23

Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley
Through Dec. 29
Jungle Theater
2951 Lyndale Ave. S.
Mpls. 55408
The beloved Bennet sisters 
and their spouses gather at 
the Darcy home for Christ-
mas a few years after Austen 
left off. When middle Miss 
Bennet, Mary, unexpectedly 
encounters shy bookworm 
Arthur de Bourgh, she finds a 
kindred spirit and intellectual 
equal. But, since Arthur is a 
single man “in possession of 
a good fortune,” she’s hardly 
his only suitor. Mary must 
learn to be the heroine of her 
own story in this charming 
holiday romance. By Lau-
ren Gunderson and Margot 
Melcon, directed by Christina 
Baldwin. Tickets $40 - $50.  
Box office: 612-822-7063 or 
www.jungletheater.org.

Studio Pintura’s 
Small Works Salon
Through Jan. 4
Studio Pintura 
Fine Art Gallery
Northrup King Building 
#293 and #294
1500 Jackson St. NE
Mpls. 55413
At Studio Pintura we are 
opening one of our favorite 
exhibitions of the year, the 
Small Works Salon, featuring 
over 90 works by more than 
30 artists. There are paintings 
and drawings, collage, and 
sculpture, all under 12” x 12”. 
A perfect place to browse, 
shop, or relax during the busy 
holiday season. 
Gallery Hours: Thursdays 
and Fridays, 2 to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, noon to 6 p.m.; or by 
appointment.
www.StudioPintura.com

Neighborhood Open House
American Swedish Institute
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 5 to 8 p.m.
2600 Park Ave., Mpls. 55407
Be our guest at ASI’s annual 
Neighborhood Open House. 
From 5-8 p.m., we’re offer-
ing free museum admission 
to thank our supporters, 
celebrate the holidays and 
introduce the Mansion to new 
friends. Whether you live 
nearby and wonder what hap-
pens here, in the suburbs and 
have been intending to visit, 
or are a longtime ASI mem-
ber, please join us for this 
evening of hands-on holiday 
crafts, performances, bonfires 
and more. No registration 
needed!

Minnehaha Food Shelf
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
Wednesday, Jan. 8
5 to 7 p.m.
Lake Nokomis Lutheran 
Church
5011 31st Ave. S., Mpls. 55417

Treat yourself to a great meal 
and help your community at 
the same time. There will be 
a band and opportunities to 
win prizes. Join us for good 
food and fun! For more infor-
mation: www.minnehaha.org/
foodshelf.html. Tickets are 
$15 per person and children 
(ages 10 and under) are free.

Dakota and Ojibwe
Winter Sky Family Day
Saturday, Jan. 11
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Minnesota History Center
345 Kellogg Blvd. W.
St. Paul, 55102
When the days are short, we 
have an opportunity to spend 
more time exploring and 
enjoying the night sky. Join 
educators from the Native 
Skywatchers program to 
learn more about Dakota and 
Ojibwe star maps and con-
stellation guides. View a large 
Dakota star map in the exhibit 
Our Home: Native Minne-
sota, and then learn how to 
find those constellations in 
the night sky. Plus enjoy art 
activities, MNHS Press chil-
dren’s book The Forever Sky, 
and fun for the whole family. 
Included with $6-12 museum 
admission/MNHS members 
free. For more information 
visit http://www.mnhs.org/
event/8101.

Women’s Art Institute 
Exhibition
Through Jan. 15
Plymouth Congregational 
Church
1900 Nicollet Ave.
Mpls. 55403
Join in celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Women’s 
Art Institute (WAI) with a 
special exhibition by 12 artists 
from the class of 2018. The 
Women’s Art Institute was 
founded to encourage and 
deepen the art practice of 
advanced women artists of all 
ages and backgrounds.
WAI is a rigorous four-week 
studio intensive, which 
combines open studio work, 
individual tutoring, critiques 
and presentations from 
visiting artists, art historians, 
critics and museum curators, 
as well as visits to the studios 
of prominent local women 
artists. Issues of inclusion of 
women artists’ work in art 
history, museums and gallery 
representation, in the past as 
well as in the contemporary 
art world, are explored. In 
addition, thought-provok-
ing conversations, reflective 
writing sessions and critical 
thinking are encouraged.
Elizabeth Erickson and Patri-
cia Olson founded WAI at the 
Minneapolis College of Art 
and Design. It currently re-
sides at St. Catherine Univer-
sity, St. Paul. Exhibiting artists 

are Shari Albers, Lynnette K. 
Black, Susan SkachBejarano, 
Martha Bird, Chris Cinque, 
Colleen Cosgrove, Kathleen
Daniels, Cyndi Kaye Meier, 
Julia Nellessen, Brenda Olson, 
Kristin Palm and Kathleen 
Yennie. 
For more information on 
Women’s Art Institute (WAI): 
www.stkate.edu/events/wai

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Tribute Concert 
Sunday, Jan. 19
3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Ted Mann Concert Hall
University of Minnesota
2128 S. 4th St., Mpls. 55455 
The 39th annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Tribute 
Concert is a not-to-be-missed 
multi-disciplinary celebra-
tion intermixing the words 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. with musical perfor-
mances. This year’s program 
focuses on the theme of “I 
Am Because We Are (On 
Being a Good Neighbor)” 
and is curated by U of M 
alumnus G. Phillip Shoultz, 
III of VocalEssence. Featuring 
the University of Minnesota 
Gospel Choir (Adrian Davis, 
director), Freddie Bell and 
Chantel Sings of KMOJ Radio, 
and more. This annual concert 
is free of charge and open to 
the general public; no ad-
vance tickets or reservations 
are required. Learn more at 
z.umn.edu/mlk2020.

Safe Place: Homework Help
Monday – Friday
3:30 to 6 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran 
Congregation
2001 Riverside Ave.
Mpls. 55454
Adult students and children 
are all welcome. Tutors are 
available for all levels. If you 
are interested in being a vol-
unteer or tutor or if you need 
more information, contact 
tutoring@trinitylutherancon-
gregation.org or 612-333-2561.

Makers Mornings 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to noon 
American Swedish Institute 
2600 Park Ave., Mpls. 55407 
Join other makers for this new 
weekly opportunity to work, 
share and learn in a relaxed, 
communal setting. Whether 
you knit, carve, weave, sew, 
spin, crochet or do some other 
fascinating thing with your 
hands, we invite you to bring 
a project to work on. All are 
welcome, regardless of level 
of ability or craft of choice! 
Come for as long as you like 
and bring your own works-in-
progress, materials and tools. 
This group will meet in ASI’s 
Lindberg Stuga.
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Prospects for Minneapolis high 
school hockey

Minneapolis Novas celebrate a previous championship win in the Eveleth 
Holiday Tournament.

BY TYLER SYNKIEW

After graduating 10 seniors in 
a 9-13-3 2018-2019 season, the 
Minneapolis boys’ hockey team 
looks to refocus for the 2019-
2020 season. Despite graduating 
nearly half their varsity team last 
year, the boys still have 11 upper-
classmen this season, including 
six seniors, many of whom have 
a couple seasons of varsity play 
already under their belts. These 
upperclassmen are expected to 
be leaders for this team. They will 
show the younger skaters the way, 
building a foundation for years to 
come as the team tries to find its 
identity.

The team officially started its 
new season when whistles blew 
to begin practice on Nov. 11 in 
their practice facility, the Parade 
Ice Garden. The hockey season is 
long and grueling, possibly last-
ing until a couple weekends into 
March. That being said, especially 
with a young team, staying fresh 
is the key, which can be done per-

haps by scheduling days off based 
on how the team feels in busy 
parts of the season, or even by 
rotating players to give starters a 
rest and allowing younger players 
to gain varsity experience.

For many, this will be their 
first experience playing at this 
high of a level; learning curves 
and rough patches are expect-
ed. Though there may be some 
rough patches for the boys this 
season, expect them to persevere 
and thrive through any adversity 
that may come their way. This is 
a skill that will carry these young 
men through life. This team and 
its coaches understand that hock-
ey is more than just a game. Espe-
cially at this level, it’s a way to help 
young boys progress into mature 
adults. The skills they gain from 
this sport are necessary skills that 
will be useful in all aspects of life. 
It’s important to understand that 
this is just one piece of the puzzle.

Though relatively inexperi-
enced, Minneapolis will be put 
in the spotlight this season be-

cause of its nationally 
televised game in Janu-
ary. As part of “Hockey 
Day in Minnesota,” the 
Minneapolis boys will 
square off against War-
road, a hockey power-
house from the north, 
on a Saturday game that 
will be televised by Fox 
Sports North. Although 
being the underdogs in 
this game, Minneapo-
lis has one advantage: 
They will be the home-
town team, playing in 
front of friends and 
family from around 
the area. This game is 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
and the boys will surely use what 
they learn from it as they progress 
as a team. 

Under the spotlight of national 
television, the boys will learn how 
to adapt to this type of atmo-
sphere so that when they begin 
playing in big games, they will not 
be shell-shocked, as they will have 

had prior experience. This experi-
ence will carry them a long way as 
the boys will be prepared for later 
on in the year, or in the next cou-
ple of years as they try to win big 
games, and maybe even win the 
section, which would punch them 
a ticket to the Minnesota State 
Hockey Tournament at the Xcel 
Energy Center (home of the Min-

nesota Wild) in March. 
The Minneapolis boys’ hock-

ey team has a lot to look forward 
to. With a young core, and expe-
rienced upperclassmen to mentor 
them, and many opportunities 
this year to accumulate even more 
experience, this team has a bright 
future ahead.

of America has announced a new 
policy.   

A grading system was devised 
to indicate banks’ policy on 
gun loans. Six banks had failing 
grades. Citigroup announced 
it would work only with clients 
that restricted gun sales. Bank of 
America said it would stop fund-
ing companies that make mili-
tary-inspired firearms for civilian 
use. Marianne Lake, JPMorgan 
Chase’s chief financial officer, 
said last year the bank’s link to 
military-style firearms has “come 
down significantly.” Tricia Schul-
tz, a Wells Fargo spokeswoman, 
said the bank planned to invest 
more than $10 million over three 
years in studying gun-violence 
prevention and in improving 
school safety. Her total statement, 
however, was somewhat ambig-
uous:  “We do not believe that 
the American public wants banks 
to decide which legal products 
consumers can and cannot buy.” 
Overall it was good news.  

Taxes and prison health care 
If you haven’t read the article 
about health care in U.S.  pris-
ons in the March 4 edition of 
The New Yorker magazine, you 
should. Even if you’re not partic-
ularly concerned about prisons, 
you really should. If for no other 
reason than that your taxes could 
be reduced with an efficient sys-
tem, read it. It’s not short—a full 
eight pages, but as I said, it’ll be 

well worth your time. The follow-
ing are a few statistics to get you 
started: 

Between 1980 and 2015, the 
U.S. prison population increased 
from about 500,000 to over 2.2 
million.  

Today the U.S. makes up about 
5 percent of the world’s popu-
lation yet has 21 percent of the 
world’s prisoners. 

Though African Americans 
and Hispanics make up about 32 
percent of the world’s population, 
they comprised 56 percent of all 
incarcerated people in 2015. 

There are more than 3,000 jails 
in the U.S., which house some 
700,000 people. After the passage 
of the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 
the jail and prison population 
jumped from about 300,000 in 
1980 to more than 10,000,000—
that’s 10 million—today. The 
standard of care that incarcerated 
people have a right to receive was 
set by the American Medical As-
sociation. 

Companies that provide health 
care are now spending about 
$10,000,000,000 (that’s 10 bil-
lion).  

Salaries of Hedge Fund Managers
The publication Institute In-

vestor recently published its list 
showing the ranking of the annual 
income of hedge fund managers. 
Topping the list was Ray Dalio, 
the co-founder of Bridgewater 
Association, who estimated his 
annual earnings at $2 billion—

that’s $2,000,000,000. Following 
are other top winners:  

*James H. Simmons of Renais-
sance Technology at $1.5 billion 
(last year’s top man); 

*Kenneth Griffin, founder of 
Citadel, made $870 million;  

*John Overdeck and David Sie-
gel, founders of Two Sigma made 
$820 million each. 

Other “top dogs” were listed.  
But my most favorite bit from the 
article was the following para-
graph:  “But the magnitude of the 
hedge fund managers’ compensa-
tion raises a very basic question 
about whether capitalism is ‘bro-
ken.”  After all, even if Mr. Dalio 
took home $5 million, the rest of 
his income could pay 10,000 fam-
ilies $150,000 each.”

A Positive Corporate Direction
My cynicism about the 

one-sided motives that corpora-
tions display in their transactions 
is sometimes challenged—not 
very often but once in a while. 
That happened yesterday when I 
was reading The New York Times. 
The headline of the half-page ar-
ticle read:  “Bringing a Focus on 
Doing Good and Not Only Doing 
Well.”  

The heroes of the story were 
three middle-aged and prosper-
ous businessmen who had been 
friends since their Stanford Uni-
versity days (Andrew Kassoy, Jay 
Coen Gilbert and Bart Houlah-
an). They left their jobs to form 
an organization they named B 
Corps, which certifies compa-

nies that operate for social good 
as well as making money. Every 
three years they analyze and re-
vise their methods. They have to 
be satisfied that they have accom-
plished what they set out to do.

Right now they’re trying to 
build a more inclusive, long-last-
ing and creative enterprise. For 
example, they do not have em-
ployees; they’re workers. It’s a 
new ballgame, well, not exactly a 
game, but doing good as they play 
and profit. 

CIA: A Small Look at Agents of 
Deception

The act, NC 10/2/49, placed 
U.S. authority over espionage 
and counter-espionage opera-
tions abroad during war time and 
peace time under the control of 
the CIA director. Such operations 
were to be conducted by the Of-
fice of Special Projects.

Under Section 6 of the 1949 
CIA Act, that organization was 
exempted from the obligation to 
disclose any information regard-
ing its funding. The case of US 
v. Richardson, showed that some 
entities in the nation (*CIA?) are 
free from all scrutiny and the less 
the population knows about it the 
better. The most famous example 
of the CIA treating American citi-
zens as guinea pigs is the MK-Ul-
tra program. For example, Ted 
Kennedy told the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence during a 
1977 hearing: “The CIA drugged 
American citizens without their 
knowledge or consent.”

Pilots who delivered arms from 
the U.S. to Nicaragua (during its 
latest revolution) could “bring 
back their own cargo,” that is, 
marijuana and cocaine. The CIA 
made sure they were not searched 
on arrival. Moreover, the drugs en 
route to America were provided 
by the CIA and a “friend,” drug 
trafficker George Morales, whom 
the CIA had pressured into pro-
viding planes and money to the 
Contras in exchange for benefits 
during his jail time. In 1953, the 
CIA implemented the TPAJAX 
project in which Iranian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh 
and the Shah worked together.  
Because of this overthrow of a 
democratically-elected official, 
the Iranians were perceived as 
pro-American. But after 26 years, 
the CIA’s efforts to secure Iran as 
a secular and U.S.-friendly state 
were nullified at the advent of the 
Iranian Revolution.

The CIA continued its policies 
time and again. Nobody was pun-
ished for the events that trans-
pired under the MK-Ultra project 
and many more I’m sure. Today, 
there’s little to be done to change 
this situation and the CIA  wants 
to sweep under the rug all infor-
mation about every country that 
has suffered because of its machi-
nations. I wonder what individu-
als are in their files. 

I have demonstrated for things 
I believe in—like a peaceful world 
and I think if going to jail would 
bring this country any closer to 
peace, I’d do it again. We’ll see. 

Polly Mann, from page 2
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*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815

763-785-1472    

MnBC 006016     Since 1983 

Steel Roofing  

 

Call/Text /Online   Quarve.com 

LARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

BY EARL NETWAL

Prior to being elected to the 
City Council in 1973, I was an 
elected and active member of the 
Minneapolis Model City Plan-
ning and Policy Board, which 
was made up of citizen represen-
tatives elected by precincts with-
in the Model City area (a broad 
area roughly between Cedar and 
Lyndale and I-94 to around 38th 
Street).

Housing was a big deal. The 
area consisted of some of the 
oldest housing in the city. There 
was a big demand for housing, 
and the leading edge of the baby 
boomers started flooding the area 
because it was close to downtown 
jobs and close to the university. 
The area had relatively low rents, 
although they were increasing 
in the face of the demand. The 
downside was that much of the 
housing was clearly substandard, 
with many houses dating back to 
the late 1800s and pre-WWI era.

As would be expected, much 
of the attention was on ideas to 
upgrade the housing stock with 
loan and grant programs aimed 

at housing rehab; political sup-
port for ideas like rent control 
and tenants’ rights; and ending 
redlining. Also explored were new 
housing utilizing defensible space 
for security, as well as innovative 
ownership structures. Less flashy 
was an examination of just how 
the area slipped into decline.

People tend to like to find vil-
lains, and two were identified: 
absentee landlords and two-and-
a-half-story walkups. 

While a significant majori-
ty of the entire area had already 
been converted to rental prop-
erty, there were still sections of 
the neighborhoods I represented 
with a core of owner-occupied 
single-family homes and own-
er-occupied duplexes. These resi-
dents were concerned about their 
neighborhood and its short- and 
long-term prospects. These peo-
ple tended to fall into two groups: 
long-term survivors and young 
urban pioneers—demographical-
ly, the old and the young.

The young within the mod-
el city effort looked to the old to 
explain what had happened and 
why. They heard tales of one and 

then another owner-occupied 
home on their block selling to 
investors as urban flight and the 
suburban life lured people away, 
not to be replaced by homeown-

ers. Tales of tall grass and peeling 
paint diminishing the overall look 
of the neighborhood. And a cycle 
began, as one after another es-
caped before their property values 
declined further, except for those 
who could not or would not. 

They told stories of developers 
acquiring two or three adjacent 
properties and then informing 
the adjoining neighbors that they 
would be building an apartment 
building and to either sell now or 
suffer the increase in traffic and 
unknown new neighbors. The 
process was called blockbusting 
and it occurred throughout the 
area. 

At that time, the entire residen-
tial area of my ward was zoned 
R-6 under the then-in-effect zon-
ing. That was the highest possible 
density level and was the same 

as was required for the 
Cedar Square West com-
plex, also in my ward.

In essence, it was as 
if there were no zoning 
restrictions at all. The 
result was that many, 
many blocks of previous-
ly single-family or du-
plex housing were host 
to at least one apartment 
building. This added to 
street congestion, mobil-
ity rates and coinciden-
tal crime issues—and a 
transformation of the 
neighborhood from be-
ing family-oriented to 
one less so.

Within my ward, the 
area with the largest residual base 
of homeownership was in the 
Whittier neighborhood. Together 
with activists from the commu-
nity, we began what was called a 
40-acre study. This was required 
because courts have ruled that a 
city cannot reduce the zoning on 
a property “capriciously.” Chang-
ing the zoning on a block of sin-
gle-family homes from Cedar 
Square West densities to that of 
single-family homes, according to 
the courts, constituted an illegal 
taking of property rights from the 
property owners without com-
pensation. The typical city block 
is approximately 3.5 acres, mean-

ing that an area of 12-14 blocks 
would satisfy the courts. The ac-
tual study area was much larger.

The study started with a prop-
erty-by-property identification 
of the actual use for every parcel 
in the study area. This was done 
by city staff and then presented 
at neighborhood meetings, along 
with recommended new zoning 
classifications. These recommen-
dations generally reduced the 
zoning level to that of the existing 
uses. Several well-attended neigh-
borhood meetings ensured that 
the stakeholders in the commu-
nity were informed and demon-
strated support for the change. 

The resulting zoning chang-
es made homeownership a less 
risky endeavor in the “inner city” 
and may have indirectly assisted 
in improving the availability of 
mortgages in the area. Equally 
important, the process allowed 
citizens an active role in claiming 
and defending their neighbor-
hoods. 

In hindsight, if I were to go 
back and make a change to the 
results, it would have been to al-
low more density along arterial 
streets, while protecting the in-
terior blocks. This happens to be 
my idea for the current situation 
in Minneapolis as well. Blanket 
higher zoning leads to disruptions 
and potentially disinvestment by 
owner-occupants. This, in turn, 
leads to eventual decline in the 
quality of the housing stock. That 
was the lesson we learned back 
in the Model City days, and it re-
mains true today.

Stopping the blockbusters

Earl Netwal, 1975

Fresh Heir Delivery is looking for a news-
paper carrier available for 2-4 residential 
routes per week in the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
area. The carrier’s role will be viewed as an 
independent contractor.

The role pays about an average of $13-15/
hr per route. Routes are dedicated to the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul area.

If you are interested in this opportunity, 
please send your information to FreshHeir-
Delivery@gmail.com including your name, 
phone number and resume/qualifications (if 
possible), or call 612-669-5520 and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible. Serious 
inquiries only.  

and researching the racial equity 
impacts of traffic enforcement 
policies and practices.

Reclaim the Block and sup-
porters demanded that council 
members commit to working 
with the community in coming 

years toward more substantial 
change. 

Before passing this year’s 
budget, only three members of 
the council (Council Members 
Bender, Ellison and Gordon) 
said they would work with com-
munity to invest in non-police 
safety strategies.

More Cops, from page 1

Inventory
Reduction

$100 Frame Sale!
thru 1/16/20

You don’t want to 
miss our FIRST EVER

Inventory Reduction Sale
4/15 - 5/15

844 Grand Ave, St. Paul MN 55105      |     651-291-5150

844 GRAND AVE, ST. PAUL, MN  |  JUST EAST OF VICTORIA
651-291-5150  | SPECSAPPEALMN.COM
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Expires 1/31/20

Joan Jakubas, DDS and Jenna Swenson, DDS

C. McGee’s Deli

Est. 1987

The best kept secret in the 
Warehouse District!

901 North 3rd Street #123
Minneapolis, MN 55401

612.288.0605

cmcgeesdeli.com

WE PUT $$
INTO OUR FOOD
NOT INTO OUR
ADVERTISING.

Catering Available

We use only the Highest 
Quaility Ingredients

Now Open
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Tattoo
Convention

1300 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis

COME GET TATTOOED
$ 2 0  D a y  /  $ 4 0  3 - D a y  P a s s  •  O v e r  3 0 0  Ta t t o o  A r t i s t s  f r o m 

A r o u n d  t h e  Wo r l d  •  T V  S t a r s  f r o m  I n k  M a s t e r  &  M o r e

January 10th - 12th 2020


