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BY TONY BOUZA

Editor’s note: Once again, 
I vigorously disagree with 
Mr. Bouza’s analysis. 
Please read my note at the 
end of his essay.

Cineaste.
Today’s word—and, 

since confronting the En-
glish language on Dec. 22, 
1937, I’ve grown increas-
ingly fond of this really 
powerful tool. At about 
that time I began my af-
fair with movies. One of 
the first was a horror pic 
that was actually a rewrite 
of Shakespeare’s “Rich-
ard III.” How tricky is 
that? (It was titled “Tow-
er of London.”)

I came to appreciate 
the artist’s role as proph-
et—and nowhere was it 
more striking (for me) 
than on the Silver Screen. 
Ultimately, I came to rely 
on movie makers’ views 
of the world.

So, I asked the folks 
here in Geezerland to get 
“Leviathan.”

It is a contemporary 
view of Russian society—
and a baleful one indeed.

The film depicts a so-
ciety awash in vodka and 
corruption—yet curious-
ly remains a rickety de-
mocracy.

The central charac-
ters lie, cheat, drink and 
cut every corner. The 
corruption—among of-
ficialdom, friends and 
family—is so pervasive 
and hopeless as to pre-
clude any attempt at res-
cue, reversal or circum-
vention.

Yet the mayor worries 
about his re-election and 

BY ED FELIEN

When Mayor Frey announced an end to fear-based 
warrior training for Minneapolis police, Police Feder-
ation President Bob Kroll announced his Federation 
would offer that warrior training free to Minneapolis 
police officers.

Warrior training was cited as the principal cause of 
Officer Yanez’s killing of Philando Castile. It was that 
kind of conditioning that was probably responsible for 
the Minneapolis police killings of Travis Jordan, Thur-
man Blevins, Jamar Clark and Terrance Franklin.

Tragically, the mayor and police chief acted only 
after it became obvious that Mohamed Noor (a black 
officer) killed Justine Damond (a white woman) as a 
result of this training and conditioning. 

Black lives didn’t matter. 

What Kroll did when he attempted to establish a 
contrary training program was to countermand a very 
clear policy directive from the mayor and chief of po-
lice. 

Civil Service Rule 11: “Causes for Disciplinary Ac-
tion: Misconduct is the failure to comply with any 
work rule, policy, ordinance or law or any behavior 
that would offend a reasonable person.” “Insubordi-

Will a giant 
apartment complex 
replace Bergan’s?

Big 
Beasts

BY DEBORAH SMITH

Bergan’s SuperValu on Cedar Avenue across 
from the Hiawatha Golf Course will soon 
be just a memory for people in the Ericsson, 
Northrop and Hale neighborhoods.

Developers are moving ahead to replace it 
with a 5-story, 72-foot-tall, 125-unit apart-
ment building occupying the block bounded 
by Cedar and Longfellow Avenues, 47th Street 
and Minnehaha Parkway. A 23,500-square foot 
retail/commercial space would occupy most of 
the first floor. Project drawings show a grocery 
store in that space, but the developer, Trammell 
Crow, has not disclosed specific plans.

The redevelopment area does not include 
Washburn-McReavey funeral home, Caribou 
Coffee, Grand Ole Creamery or Carbone’s/
Cork and Dork.

While people in the neighborhoods sur-
rounding Bergan’s are sad to see it go, most are 
not against redeveloping the block, they are just 
concerned with what has been proposed.

There are a number of reasons this plan 
needs closer scrutiny and significant modifica-
tion.

Part of the site is located within the FP 
Floodplain Overlay District, which requires 

that the lowest floor be elevated 1 foot and the 
finished fill elevation must be no lower than 1 
foot below the regulatory flood protection ele-
vation, and the fill must extend the same ele-
vation at least 15 feet beyond the outside limits 
of the structure.  The developers are asking for 
a Conditional Use Permit to reduce the mini-
mum extension of fill from 15 ft. to 0 ft. beyond 
the limits of the structure. This is in an area al-
ready prone to flooding, and no environmental 
study has been done.

This planned building is needlessly high. 
The city’s Shoreland Overlay ordinance, ad-
opted in May 1988, states that buildings should 
not be higher than the tree line, and it gives 2.5 
stories or 35 feet as the recommended height 
limit. Even though it appears the City Coun-
cil has usually ignored the Shoreland Overlay 
rules, the variance requested for this project 
is stunning: the developer wants to DOUBLE 
the allowable limits, to 64 feet for the roof deck 
and 72 feet to the top of the stair and elevator 
towers.

They are also asking for a variance for the 
building taking up more of the site than is cur-
rently allowed: to increase the maximum (us-
able) floor area ratio (F.A.R.) from 2.38 to 2.5.

The city’s new comprehensive plan, Minne-

Fire Bob 
Kroll!

Our 10th Annual
Celebrate Spring on

34th Avenue
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The South Chicago 
Avenue Business Alliance 
(SCABA) will host its 10th 
Annual Classic Car Show on 
Sunday, June 9, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the intersection 
of 48th Street and Chicago 
Avenue in South Minne-
apolis. As in other years, 
the car show will feature a 
wide variety of classic cars 
and trucks from the 1940s 
through the 1980s—and 
hopefully some cars even 
older than that! Spectators 

will be admitted FREE to the 
show! Everyone is invited to 
stop by and “stroll through 
the past” while dreaming 
about the cars from yester-
year!

Mike Kmiecik, president 
of SCABA, welcomes every-
one to this year’s car show, 
which has become a true 
“summer neighborhood cel-
ebration,” and looks forward 
to receiving the support of 
the entire area to make the 
day a success. 

All types of classic cars and 
trucks are welcome to enter 
the show, with just a small 
registration fee per vehicle 
($10 day of show). Trophies 
will be awarded in various 
classes. The car show will 
feature a “bounce house” for 
kids, as well as a D.J. spin-
ning classic ’50s – ’80s tunes, 
plus a “paint truck” for the 
kids to work on during the 
show. Door prizes will be 
given away throughout the 
day. Anyone can win. 

Visit the SCABA website at 
www.48chicago.org for more 
information, or “Events Cal-
endars” in Autoswalk.com or 
MSRA.com. 

Of course, all of that 
would be in addition to the 
great restaurants and stores 
around the 48th and Chica-
go business node. 

Again, SCABA is offering 
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local businesses various pro-
motional opportunities. 

1) “Goodie Bag” dona-
tions (total cost to business 
estimated to be $10-$100) 
– “Goodie Bags” go to every 
classic car owner who enters 
our show. We put donated 
items in the bag, such as pens, 
magnets, coupons, etc., but 
we are also looking for other 
items that will give our Good-
ie Bags a unique flavor. 

2) Door Prize donations 
(cost estimate: $25-$100) 
–The door prizes generally 
have a minimum value of at 
least $25 – and every business 
that donates a door prize 
receives promotional credit 
during the show.

3) Sponsorship Participa-
tion (cost estimate: $150-
$750) – We are looking for 
businesses to sponsor our Car 
Show Awards (e.g., “Best In 
Show,” “Spectators’ Choice”) 
or our D.J. or Jump House. 
Your sponsorship will be not-
ed throughout the show and 
on our website. 

Please contact us ASAP if 
you are interested in any of 
our promotional opportu-
nities. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website 
at www.48Chicago.org. or 
contact Mike Kmiecik at 612-
203-6077 or John Dorgan at 
612-721-4116. 

THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH!!
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Nokomis Healthy Seniors 
Events
Thursday, May 16, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Ave. S.
“Healthy Seniors 25th An-
niversary Open House.” 
Entertainment, light lunch, a 
video and testimonials will be 
part of the celebration. Free, 
but RSVPs required. Call 612-
729-5499.
Thursday, May 30, 11:15 a.m.
“Lunch and Bingo.” We’ll 
share a meal at 11:15, fol-
lowed by a spirited game 
of Bingo. All are welcome. 
Reservations required. Call 
612-729-5499. 

Sand Flats Garlic Mustard 
Pull
Tuesday, May 21, 6 to 8 p.m.
River Gorge Sand Flats
near West River Parkway in 
Minneapolis
River Gorge Sand Flats
near West River Parkway in 
Minneapolis
Join us for an evening of in-
vasive species removal at the 
Minneapolis river gorge sand 

flats, known for their large 
sandy beaches and wonder-
ful river-edge view. Working 
alongside Friends of the Mis-
sissippi River staff, volunteers 
will remove garlic mustard—
an exotic plant invading many 
areas of the river gorge and 
out-competing native plant 
species.

The Restorative Justice 101 
Training
Thursday, May 23, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
2720 E. 22nd St.
RJ 101 teaches the principles, 
philosophies and practices of 
Restorative Justice via lecture 
and experiential education 
methodologies for empower-
ing our communities. Profes-
sionals, paraprofessionals and 
laypersons are welcome to at-
tend. Traditionally, restorative 
justice has been an alternative 
approach within the criminal 
justice system that focuses 
on the personally identified 
needs of the victims, the of-
fenders and impacted com-
munity members, instead of 
focusing solely on satisfying 
abstract legal principles and/
or punishing the offender.
The RJ 101 Training takes re-

storative justice philosophies 
and principles and moves 
beyond the criminal justice 
system to trainees’ daily 
personal and professional 
spheres of influence. The Re-
storative Justice 101 Training 
is co-sponsored by Seward 
Longfellow Restorative Justice 
and the Minnesota Peace-
building Leadership Institute.
Early Tuition: $150; Standard 
Tuition: $180; Optional CEs/
CLEs: $35.

The Tree Show 
Through Saturday, May 25
Vine Arts Center 
2637 27th Ave. S.
612-728-5745
www.vineartscenter.com
The Vine Arts Center invites 
you to join us in celebration 
of our beloved teachers, the 
Trees. This show is a body of 
art work inspired by our love 
of trees and created by Vine 
Arts Center member artists. 
A variety of artistic media will 
be included, such as paint-
ings, drawings, photography, 
textiles, ceramics, sculptures 
and installations.
All events are free and open 
to the public. 
Special Events
Friday, May 17, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Artists talk. VAC artists featured 
in “The Tree Show” will be on 
hand to talk about their work. 
The Vine Arts Center is open 
on Thursdays from 5:30 to 
6:45 p.m. and Saturdays from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Springtime Foraging
Saturday, May 25, 12 to 
2 p.m.
Meet at Midtown Greenway 
& Humboldt Ave. S., Mpls. 
55408
They say that April showers 
bring May flowers… What 
they don’t tell you is how 
many of those flowers are 
tasty wild edibles! Join Maria 
Wesserle and Four Season 
Foraging as we explore the 
Midtown Greenway and learn 
what wild edibles and medici-
nals spring has to offer. Plants 
we will probably encoun-
ter include garlic mustard, 
burdock, dandelion, plantain, 
and many others! Sliding 
scale $15-$35. For more details 
or to register, please visit 
www.fourseasonforaging.
com/events, email info@four-
seasonforaging.com, or call 
612-440-5958.

Intersections: 4Gotten Parts 
of the Whole
Connected passages  
Eyes Wide open  
Embracing Rebirth
June 1 - 28
Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
& Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Vine Arts Gallery
2637 27th Ave. S. 
A nine-month journey into 
the mind and experience of 
native-born Minnesota artist 
Ellen Sweetman (Minneton-
ka).  Honoring and embracing 
the art process, challenges 
associated with thinking, and 
leading with intention, the 
artist pioneers difficult path-

ways to a brighter homecom-
ing.  Sweetman dismantles 
her layered identity, old belief 
systems and education, and 
ideas behind acceptance.  Uti-
lizing all the tools in her tool-
box, she unlearns and begins 
anew, discovering her own 
unique process of creation 
and becoming reborn in art.  
Conversations with Friends 
(CWF) Training
Saturday, May 25, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Conversations with Friends 
is a ministry to people in ICE 
detention. At this time, our 
greatest need is for pen pals, 
but those who attend will also 
be trained in visiting so that 
if/when we receive approv-
al to visit at the Sherburne 
County Jail, they can partici-
pate if interested. 
This article (https://imm-print.
com/spotlight-conversa-
tions-with-friends/) published 
on 7/6/17 by CIVIC (now 
known as Freedom for Im-
migrants) describes the CWF 
visit ministry at the Freeborn 
County Jail. For more infor-
mation, www.conversation-
swithfriendsmn.org.

151st Memorial Day 
Observance
Monday, May 27, 10 a.m.
Minneapolis Pioneers and 
Soldiers Cemetery. 
Intersection of Cedar Ave. and 
Lake St.
Please join us for the 151st 
Memorial Day celebration 
at the city’s oldest existing 
cemetery.
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual re-enactment of the jour-

ney of Isis.  She gathered the
parts of her lover-and-brother
Osiris that had been torn
apart.  She reconstructed and
resurrected him, slept with
him in death and mated with
him and gave birth to their
son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the

underworld.  The gods agreed
that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the

ancient Greeks remembered
her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to

find Osiris and Demeter to
find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Nov. 5 marked the halfway
point between the Autumnal
Equinox and the Winter
Solstice.

The ancients marked this
time to remember the dead
and to celebrate life, the resur-
rection of the body and a new
year.  

The oldest of  the rituals
common at this time of year
was probably the Egyptian rit-
ual reenactment of the journey

of Isis.  She gathered the parts
of her lover-and-brother Osiris
that had been torn apart.  She
reconstructed and resurrected
him, slept with him in death
and mated with him and gave
birth to their son.

Hundreds of years later the
ancient Greeks told a similar
story about Demeter who
searched the world for her
daughter Persephone who had
been seduced and carried off
by Hades, the god of  the
underworld.  The gods agreed

that, henceforth, Persephone
should spend half a year with
Hades and return for half a
year to help bring in the har-
vest with her mother,
Demeter.  Persephone probably
returned to her lover at the
midway point between the
Summer Solstice and the
Autumnal Equinox.  This was
the end of the growing season
in the Mediterranean. The
earth became scorched.  She
returned to her conjugal
couch.  The Catholic church
cleverly appropriates and
inverts this pagan celebration
of Persephone going back into
the earth by celebrating the
Feast of  Assumption of  the
Blessed Virgin bodily into
heaven on Aug. 15.  Six months
later Persephone will return,
come out of the earth to help
again with the harvest at the
midway point between the
Winter Solstice and the Vernal
Equinox.  This date also has
been crudely caricatured in
contemporary culture as
Groundhog’s Day.  The 40 days
of fasting before Easter and the
Vernal Equinox are the 40 days
Persephone spends waiting for
the first crops to mature as she
tries to find something to eat.
But halfway between the point
when she returned to Hades
and when she returned to
earth is that point when the
ancient Greeks remembered

her, and celebrated her death
until she walked again among
them.

Jews celebrate Rosh
Hashanah, the new year, and
Yom Kippur, the day of atone-
ment, at about this time.

The Romans celebrated the
Feast Day of Pomona, the god-
dess of fruitful abundance, at
this time.  

The Romans also had a spe-
cial day to honor the dead.  It
was in the spring, Feralia Day.
When they conquered the
Celts, the Celts adopted the
Roman holidays, but, perhaps
because they were following an
even more ancient tradition,
the Celts combined the
Feasting for Pomona with the
celebration and resurrection of
the dead.

Samheim myths recall Isis
and the power of women.  The
favorite Celtic tale was of
Mongfind.  She tried to poison
her brother, the King, by offer-
ing him a drink of poison, but
he asked her to taste it first.
She does.  And she dies.  

This version could be a later
Roman Catholic, heavily patri-
archal and authoritarian adap-
tation of  what might have
originally been a perfectly
wonderful retelling of  the
magical powers of  Isis and
Demeter.  

In their wanderings, Isis to
find Osiris and Demeter to

find Persephone, they stay at a
home and take care of a small
child while the parents go off.
When they return they see Isis
or Demeter holding their child
over a flame, making the child
immortal, and they stop her.

Party goers ask, “Will the
witch’s brew on the Night of
the Dead kill me or make me
immortal?  Will this night
answer questions about life
and resurrection?”

The seasons come and go at
a wonderful pace.  They are
more extreme now and more
dangerous, but you can still
trace the outlines of what they
were.

The earth rocks back and
forth.  We like to say the sun
sinks further to the south.  But
the sun is constant to us.  It is
we, Earth, bowing to the sun in
one long gesture, lasting an
entire year, and standing
straight again.  We bow down
and our face moves closer to
the sun and the blood begins
to rush to our face.  And the
molten center of  the earth
moves closer to the northern
crust.  It is rocking the earth.
If there are open seams there
may be earthquakes or volca-
noes.

And that flame will go out.
The center will someday be
still.  We have, possibly, only a
couple of million years left.

The Night of the Dead, the Day of the Living
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Our keynote speaker is Lt. 
Col. Lori Allert, U.S.Army, 
with music by the Seward 
Community Concert Band 
and Readings and Posting of 
the Colors by students from 
the Minnesota Transitions 
Charter School.
If possible, please bring a 
lawn chair.  Service animals 
only, please.
At 1 p.m. there will be a seat-
ed history talk followed by an 
optional walking tour.
Light refreshments will be 
served.

American Indian Month 
Trivia Night
Wednesday, May 29, 6 to 8 
p.m. (doors open at 5 p.m.)
Moon Palace Books
3032 Minnehaha Ave.
Test your knowledge at this 
American Indian Month-
themed trivia night at Moon 
Palace books! Hosted by 
Native Governance Center (a 
Native American-led non-
profit), this event is free and 
open to the public. Winning 
teams will receive fabulous 
prizes! Food and beverages 
will be available for purchase 
at Moon Palace’s Geek Love 
Cafe during the event. Space 
is limited, so make sure to 
arrive early. 
FREE and open to everyone
For more information, email 
lauren@nativegov.org or call 
651-571-0826.

Beastly Bash: A Wild Sum-
mer Night
Saturday, June 8, 6 p.m. to 
Midnight
Minnesota Zoo
13000 Zoo Blvd., Apple Valley 
55124
The Beastly Bash, Minneso-
ta’s premier outdoor summer 
event, supports the Minneso-
ta Zoo’s mission and access 
programs for children and 
families. This year’s event 
features exciting animal en-
counters, signature cocktails, 
delicious food stations and an 
inspirational program host-
ed by KARE 11’s Minnesota 
Bound co-host Laura Schara. 
Guests will also be treated 
to a special mini-concert by 
Prince’s former band, the New 
Power Generation, featuring 
songs by Minnesota’s beloved 
musical icon. The party will 
continue into the night with 
desserts and a dance party 
fit for the finest nocturnal 
revelers featuring music by 
award winning DJ Shannon 
Blowtorch. 

Free Peace Literacy Educator 
Training Workshop
Friday & Saturday, June 21 & 
22, 9 a.m. (coffee); 9:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (workshop)
First Universalist Church
3400 Dupont Ave. S., Mpls. 
55408

Purpose: To inspire and em-
power Twin Cities teachers, 
counselors, social workers, 
community educators, charter 
school leaders, home-school-
ing parents, pre-school teach-
ers, public and private school 
leaders—to create a val-
ues-centered and trauma-in-
formed education community.
Our workshop leaders are:
*Paul K. Chappell, Director of 
Peace Literacy Education at 
the Nuclear Age Peace Foun-
dation in Santa Barbara, Calif., 
https://paulkchappell.com 
and https://www.peacelitera-
cy.org
*Dr. Sharyn Clough, Professor 
of Philosophy, Oregon State 
University, Corvallis, Ore., 
http://people.oregonstate.
edu/~cloughs/ and sharyn.
clough@oregonstate.edu
.• Social Emotional Learning 
is part of the workshop.
• Continuing Education 
Credit Units will be available. 
School teams are encouraged!
• Educators from greater 
Minnesota and out-of-state 
are welcome.
• The workshop is an ecu-
menical space with no reli-
gious affiliation endorsed or 
assumed by the workshop 
facilitators.
The Peace Literacy Education 
Team at First Universalist has 
charted a course to make the 
Twin Cities one of the nation’s 
first Peace Literacy hubs. Our 
opportunity now is to make 
peace literacy the foundation 
of all education and commu-
nity building in Minnesota.
For more information, email 
Pat Gottschalk at  TCPeaceLit-
eracyEduc@yahoo.com.
To Register for a free ticket: 
http://tinyurl.com/PeaceLit-
eracy

Here Comes the Sun
Friday & Saturday
May 17 & 18, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd., Mpls. 
55437
The Edina Chorale is excited 
to present its spring Pops con-
cert, “Here Comes the Sun.”
Along with a couple of Beatles 
favorites, the Chorale will be 
performing popular songs 
from Tony award-winning 
Broadway musicals, nostalgic 
pieces from the past decade, 
and a few current pop chart 
hits.  The audience will de-
light in going down a musical 
memory lane with songs from 
Benny Goodman and “A Cho-
rus Line.” Popular music from 
Manhattan Transfer and cur-
rent tunes from “The Greatest 
Showman” and “Walk the 
Moon” will bring the music 
full circle. A reception will 
follow each concert. 
Ticket prices: $20 Adults, $15 

Seniors (65+) and Students 
(K-12) free. 
To purchase tickets, contact 
any Edina Chorale member or 
order online at 
edinachorale.org.

Cinema in the Cemetery
Saturday, May 25, 7 p.m.
Minneapolis Pioneers and 
Soldiers Cemetery
Cedar Ave. & Lake St.
Time for our annual Buster 
Keaton silent film with live 
accompaniment.  Join us at 
Minneapolis Pioneers and Sol-
diers Cemetery for “Sherlock 
Jr.”  This classic film has been 
designated One of Best 100 
Films by the Library of Con-
gress.  Gates will open at 7 
p.m.  Movie will begin around 
sundown (sometime between 
8 and 8:45).  Bring a blanket or 
lawn chair to sit on.  Kids wel-
come.  Service animals only.  
Tickets $10 at the gate (cash or 
check only).  Snacks available 
for purchase.

Blood Knot 
May 17 - June 16, Wednes-
days - Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 3 p.m.
Pillsbury House Theatre
3501 Chicago Ave. S.
612-825-0459 (Box Office)
www.pillsburyhouseandthe-
atre.org/
Athol Fugard’s “Blood Knot” 
is a parable of two brothers 
who share a one-room shack 
near Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa. Equally important 
today as it was at the time of 
its 1961 premiere, the play is a 
poignant, piercing metaphor 
for racial tension, powerfully 
acted by James A. Williams 
and Stephen Yoakam.
Tickets are on sale now and 
can be purchased at pillsbury-
housetheatre.org or by calling 
the box office.  

Matilda
April 28 - June 23
See website for times:
www.childrenstheatre.org
Children’s Theatre Company 
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 55404
Inspired by the twisted genius 
of Roald Dahl, this is the 
story of Matilda. Her dreadful 
parents can’t stand her. Her 
headmistress is a horrible, 
nasty, name-calling, life-suck-
ing tyrant who puts kids in 
cupboards with nails and bro-
ken glass. (And you thought 
you had it bad.) This capti-
vating kid-power romp revels 
in the anarchy of childhood. 
Celebrating the tenacity of the 
small, Matilda proves that the 
strength to be yourself (along 
with a little telekinetic power) 
will prevail at the end of the 
day.
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The Right Here 
Showcase

The Off-Leash Art Box
4200 E. 54th St.

612-724-7372, www.righthereshowcase.weebly.com

MUSIC

THEATER

      The Right Here Showcase celebrates its 5th anniversary of high-
lighting and showcasing the most original performing artists located 
right here in The Twin Cities. Through an annual public call and a 
panel review, four performing artists are awarded financial commis-
sions plus technical and promotional support to present a new work 
of contemporary performance especially for the Showcase. Led by 
Artistic Producer Paul Herwig, 2008 McKnight Theater Fellow and 
2005 City Pages Artist of the Year, The Right Here Showcase provides 
our community its only annual juried platform to support Minneso-
ta-based, mid-career contemporary performing artists, and to intro-
duce new audiences to their work. Full festival details are posted at 
www.righthereshowcase.weebly.com.

June 6-7-8-9 & June 13-14-15-16  Th. - Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 7 p.m.
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I am fighting for the future my daughter deserves 
— and now I am facing eviction
BY VANESSA DEL CAMPO 
CHACON

Four years ago I moved here 
from Mexico with my family and 
four friends. When we arrived, ev-
erything was new and foreign. We 
didn’t know where to go or how to 
start our lives over. But we found 
this apartment. I liked it because 
the neighbors speak Spanish, there 
are Mexican stores nearby, and it 
made us feel a little less lonely. So 
we made it our home.

It hasn’t been easy. My husband 
works long hours to scrape mon-
ey together so I can support my 
son who is studying to be a chef 
in Mexico. I stay home with my 
daughter, Regina, but she is only 1 
year old and I get lonely.

It’s not what I pictured when I 
moved here, but I have gotten to 
know the women who stay home 
and my other neighbors. I look 
after my neighbors’ kids while 
they work, and we are a commu-
nity now. My home and my com-
munity are what keep me going; I 
don’t know what I would be without 
them. 

My neighbors and I are united 
around a dream. We have been orga-
nizing, training ourselves and raising 
money to purchase our homes so we 
can own them as a housing cooper-
ative. Out landlord, Steve Frenz, has 
ignored our buildings for a while, so 

we have learned how to make a lot 
of our repairs ourselves and we take 
care of each other. About a month 
ago my door broke, and I was des-
perate because I felt unsafe because 
I was unable to lock my door. My 
other neighbor came over and fixed 
the door for me, and even taught me 
how to do it myself next time.

We have met with Frenz about 
our concerns many times. We have 
raised over $126,000 and allocated 
over $4.78 million in financing to 
purchase our homes. Unfortunately, 
he still hasn’t agreed to sell us our 
buildings. Instead, my family and 
three other families are now facing 
eviction.

At the end of March, my neigh-
bors and I received court summons 
for eviction proceedings. I knew this 
could happen, but it still broke my 
heart that Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
are trying to break up our commu-
nity. My neighbors and I are like a 
family. Our children are growing up 
together, we look out for each other, 
and we stand united when we face 
struggle. Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
aren’t just evicting four families 
from our homes, they are tearing 
apart a community.

Our first appearance in court was 
on Friday, April 5, and since then we 
have had two other pre-trial hear-
ings. At all three hearings, we have 
been greeted by amazing communi-
ty support. It is very empowering to 
have so many people caring for one 

another and being there to support 
each other in court. After the most 
recent hearing, the referee is deliber-
ating about whether or not to allow 
us a jury trial and hopefully we will 
find out what will happen next to 
our homes.

Even as Steve and Jennifer Frenz 
are moving forward with evictions, 
we have continued to build our 
community and care for our homes. 
Recently, we organized a brief rally 
and protest to pay for our buildings’ 
water bill. Steve Frenz hadn’t been 
paying the water bills for our five 
buildings since January 2019 and 
our water was about to be shut off. 
We decided to pool our money to-
gether and pay the water bill of over 
$6,000 dollars. While Steve Frenz 
has been neglecting our buildings 
for years, we know our homes bet-
ter than he does and we are ready to 
own them as a housing cooperative. 
We held a rally on the second floor 
of the Minneapolis Public Service 
building and then paid the bill to set 
the path for the cooperative owner-
ship we soon hope to achieve in our 
buildings.

In mid-April we decided to have a 
community celebration, to connect 
with supporters throughout the 
city and to celebrate our homes and 
community. We held a gathering in 
my home, in my building. Thanks 
to the warmth and love that we have 
created as a family in our homes, the 
party was a beautiful celebration of 

home and community. 
Over 200 tenants and community 

members gathered and shared food, 
music and built closer relationships. 
I was amazed by how many people 
came out to support us and to see 
where we live. I was happy that so 
many people were able to witness 
that we are making Steve Frenz a 
good, market-rate, reasonable offer 
that will allow everyone to win. We 
are ready to purchase our buildings 
to run them as a housing cooper-
ative, allowing over 35 families of 
color to stay in our neighborhood 
and build a culture of cooperation 
across the city. We were also joined 
by Hennepin County Sheriff Dave 
Hutchinson. He spoke to why he 
doesn’t want to carry out evictions 
in our homes, and why he thinks 
our offer to Steve Frenz is a fair of-
fer. “I support the sale because it 
makes the transition easier, and we 
(the sheriff ’s office) don’t have to 
get involved,” said Sheriff Hutchin-
son during a brief speech in front of 
my neighbor’s home that is facing 
eviction. He added: “Everyone in 
the City of Minneapolis and Hen-
nepin County talks about the dream 
of homeownership and that we are 
all together united as a community 
regardless of what we look like, who 
we love or who we pray to. If we can 
get this sale, it’s going to make fam-
ilies’ lives better, it’s going to make 
the community better.”

Now, more than ever, we need the 

support of our neighbors and allies 
across the city. Depending on the 
referee’s decision, I could face evic-
tion as soon as May. We will contin-
ue to organize to protect our homes, 
and for the cooperative we deserve. 
Join us in fighting for long-term, 
dignified, affordable and safe hous-
ing for everyone in Minneapolis. 
Sign our pledge to act by sending a 
message with the word “Stay” to the 
number 474747. For more informa-
tion on our campaign and how to 
get involved visit

www.defend22avecoop.info.

PRIDE program helps sex trafficking survivors
BY LORENA PINTO 

As a native of Peru, I never 
imagined living in sub-zero tem-
peratures, let alone walking snowy 
streets to provide outreach to sex 
trafficking survivors. But every 
week, staff from The Family Part-
nership’s PRIDE program and 
the Minnesota Indian Women’s 
Resource Center (MIWRC) walk 
in the Phillips and Powderhorn 
neighborhoods to meet sex traf-

ficking survivors where they are. 
You may see us with purple 

clothing or “On the Streets” out-
reach bags. Our goal is to connect 
with people and offer services and 
support. We lend a hand with im-
mediate needs, such as offering 
gloves and hygiene products, or 

helping to find shelter. Some sur-
vivors need access to taking a Rule 
25 chemical assessment, which is 
the gateway to accessing alcohol/
drug treatment. 

When victims of sexual ex-
ploitation are ready, the PRIDE 
program (which stands for Pro-
moting Recovery, Independence, 
Dignity and Equality) offers com-
prehensive services in a non-judg-
mental environment. We know we 
need to be persistent (we are in 
our 41st year) because this issue is 
persistent. Last year, our program 
increased outreach and service de-
livery to survivors of sex traffick-
ing by 42% over 2017. 

What are barriers to leaving 
sexual exploitation? 

1) Poverty. In 2018, 98% of the 
people PRIDE served were living 
in poverty. Of those, 56% were 
living in extreme poverty ($25,750 
for a family of four) and 42% were 
living in poverty ($51,500 for a 
family of four) as defined by 2019 
Federal Guidelines. 

2) Housing and employment. 
If survivors have criminal records, 
that can be a big barrier to employ-
ment and housing. We help sur-
vivors get their criminal records 
sealed or expunged. PRIDE also 

offers an evidence-based coaching 
program, Mobility Mentoring, as 
a way to help participants develop 
skills to escape intergenerational 
poverty.

3) Populations 
facing disparities. 
Populations served 
by the “On the 
Streets” outreach 
program face mul-
tiple disparities, in-
cluding higher rates 
of incarceration, 
addiction and homelessness than 
the general population. Of those 
reached, 68% were American In-
dian, and 22% African American. 
For PRIDE overall, 36% of people 
served were African American, 
26% Caucasian, 16% American 
Indian and 15% were multiracial. 

What we are doing to help
1) Serving all ages, from 10 to 

56 years old. PRIDE is one of the 
few programs that provides ser-
vices across the lifespan, because it 
may take years for someone to ful-
ly leave. In 2018, 61% of survivors 
we served were from age 25 to age 
65. That is an important service 
distinction, since the Minnesota 
Safe Harbor legislation covers ser-
vices for those age 24 and young-

er (with no criminal charges for 
those 18 and under), leaving a sig-
nificant gap for those age 25 and 
older. 

2) Increasing pub-
lic awareness. Our 
staff increased ed-
ucational trainings 
on recognizing signs 
of sex trafficking 
and what to do if 
someone is sexually 
exploited by 522% 
in 2018 (859 people 

reached vs. 138 in 2017). 
3) Engaging with businesses and 

residents. We regularly engage with 
residents and business owners about 
our activities through the Love 
East Lake and Phillips/Powderhorn 
neighborhood associations. We have 
an intern who brings a lived experi-
ence voice to these meetings. Many 
business owners have our materials 
on hand, or call us when we may be 
needed to help someone. For exam-
ple, we are working with a laundro-
mat owner to establish a new “Clean 
Clothes for All” project.

4) Continuing the Street Out-
reach program. Warmer weather 
means more street activity. Our 
program started in late 2017, and 
will continue this year thanks to 

funding from the City of Minneap-
olis Health Department. In 2018, 
the PRIDE and MIWRC teams 
provided outreach to 317 individ-
uals. Of those, 91% of survivors 
were engaged on the streets of the 
Phillips and Powderhorn neigh-
borhoods of Minneapolis and 9% 
on Minneapolis’ Northside. 

I chose to move to Minnesota 
because of our state’s progressive 
work to end sexual exploitation—
but there is much more to be done. 
I believe in the power of a commu-
nity to make changes to the under-
lying issues that families with low 
incomes face, from access to af-
fordable housing, to resources for 
education and economic mobility. 

It’s my belief that we are creat-
ing change that gets me out of bed 
in the morning, and motivates me 
to walk the streets and listen to 
more survivor stories.  

How to connect with us: I am 
the director of the PRIDE program 
and can be reached at Lpinto@
thefamilypartnership.org. Our 24-
hour Crisis Line is 612-728-2062 
or 888-774-3399. You can view 
our full PRIDE report for 2018 at 
www.thefamilypartnership.org/
media.

Lorena Pinto
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What’s new on 34th Avenue?
BY ED FELIEN

You can’t see it, but the 
change has been profound. 
Drive down 34th Avenue and 
it looks like nothing’s changed 
(other than the encroaching 
construction!). The houses, 
the commercial buildings, 
everything looks the same, the 
way it’s always been. 

But it won’t be that way 
forever.

The city has passed its 2040 
Plan that up-zones the entire 
city.

I wrote to Council Member 
Andrew Johnson: “What are 
the zoning changes planned 
for 34th Avenue from 42nd 
Street to 58th Street?”

He responded almost 
immediately: “At a high-level 
… with the 2040 Plan, south 
of 51st Street, 34th Ave will 
go from a maximum allow-
able 2.5 stories to 3 stories. 

Between 42nd and 51st 
(proximity to the LRT station 
and through “downtown 
NENA”[Nokomis East Neigh-
borhood Association]) it will 
go to 4 stories as maximum 
allowable.”

The city plan would allow 
the purchase and demolition 
of all the homes on 34th Ave-
nue from 42nd Street to 51st 
Street, and the replacement 
of those homes with 4-story 
apartment buildings, and if 
the quality of construction 
followed the standards set in 
other parts of the city, then 
the apartments could be 4 sto-
ries built out to the curb, with 
tarpaper that looks like bricks 
stapled over plywood. The 
cheap quality of construction 
and the elimination of “lux-
uries” like lawns and parking 
spaces could provide maxi-
mum profit to developers.

Of course, that nightmare 

probably won’t happen (at 
least, not right away), the city 
reassures us. Johnson con-
tinues: “It would be great to 
see some well-designed in-fill 
development that can enhance 
the charming main street feel 
of downtown NENA, but de-
spite this unprecedented time 
of activity, there just hasn’t 
been interest. This is due to a 
number of factors that make 
34th somewhat challenging, 
and the zoning changes won’t 
affect that in a substantial 
way.”

Johnson is probably right. 
The change would be gradual. 

You’ll notice the new apart-
ment building, but it won’t 
seem to change the nature of 
the neighborhood. The neigh-
borhood will change, but at a 
rate that seems normal.

There have been strong ob-
jections to the 2040 Plan from 
inner city neighborhoods. 
They know, for them, the 
change will not be slow and 
will not seem normal. Devel-
opers have long been coveting 
inner city blocks for construc-
tion of apartment buildings. 
Land prices are cheaper in 
the inner city, and the city is 

WALK-INS EVERYDAY

WE ARE PROUD
TO BE PART

OF 34TH AVE SOUTH
IN NOKOMIS EAST

NOKOMISTATTOO.COM
952-999-2181

See 34th Avenue, page  8

House for sale on 34th Avenue



willing to give them tax breaks 
and free money if they prom-
ise to call some portion of the 
building affordable housing. 

The Metropolitan Council 
said for 2018, the affordability 
limit was 80% of the area me-

dian income. In 2018, the area 
median income (AMI) for a 
household of four was $94,300. 
Under these limits, a family of 
four could earn up to $71,900 
to qualify for affordable hous-
ing. They could rent a 2-bed-
room apartment for $1697 a 
month. 

Currently [5/7/19], there’s 
a 2 BR, 1 bath house for rent 
in the Phillips Neighborhood 
at 2800 Cedar Ave. for $1,095 
a month. If that house gets 
taken for the construction of an 

apartment building, along with 
other actually affordable houses 
in the inner city, then a family 
with two children will have no 
option but an apartment and 
no possibility of a private yard 

and a swing set.
This means the elimination 

of communities of color, Afri-
can American, Hispanic, So-
mali, Hmong, etc. that now live 
in Phillips and Powderhorn. 
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related to Floyd “Red Crow”) and 
Bruce M. White. The book is “Mni 
Sota Makoce: The Land of the Da-
kota” and you can read a lengthy 
excerpt in Google Books at https://
bit.ly/2I2jfYu. 

The Dakota’s main creation 
myth (like all ethnic/spiritual 
groups, they have several but one 
which is most central) is that the 
Dakota people either landed from 
the Milky Way, which they called 

Canku Wanagi (literally, Spirit 
Road), or were created from mud 
by the Creator. In any case, the 
section of Dakota who lived in or 
near present-day Minneapolis be-
lieved that their origin was in the 
area called Bdote Mni Sota, which 
is quite close to Minnehaha Falls. 
Bdote (sometimes spelled Mdote, 
and of which Mendota is a corrup-
tion) means “mouth” as in a river 
mouth or where two watercourses 
flow together. Mni Sota, obvious-
ly the origin of the river and state 
name, combines mni  (water), with 
sota  (reflecting the sky). The Bdote 
area, besides the actual confluence 
of the Minnesota and Mississip-
pi Rivers, encompasses Mni Sni 
(Coldwater Creek) and Oheyawa-
hi (Pilot Knob.) As the authors of 
Mni Sota Makoce state: “In this 
place, the Dakota people flourished 
... Our winter camps became villag-
es, and we became the people of the 
Oceti Sakowin, the Seven Council 
Fires.” 

The Dakota were not the only 
native people found here in the 
1800s when the massive influx of 
various Europeans began, mostly 
on the heels of the Louisiana Pur-
chase. Another major group found 
here was the Ojibwe, one of three 
major native tribes (along with 
the Ottawa and the Potowatomi) 
who are collectively called Anishi-
naabeg, or first people. Unlike the 
Dakota, they did not claim to have 
originated here as a people. But in-
terestingly coincidental, their story 
also involves “seven fires,” which 
in this case refers to seven distinct 
prophets who came to the peo-
ple when they used to live on the 
eastern seaboard and sparked their 
migration west. According to an 
article on mnopedia.org, “The first 
prophet said the Ojibwe should 
move west from the eastern ocean 
or they would perish, and that they 
would know that they had reached 
the chosen land when they came to 
a place where food grew on water. 

The food was mahnomen (wild 
rice), found in Minnesota’s shallow 
northern lakes.” This migration 
is believed, based on Ojibwe oral 
history, to have occurred around 
900 ACE. Prophets two through six 
predicted the presence of the Da-
kota on the land they would move 

to, told them how to get along and 
how to live there, predicted the 
coming of light-skinned people, 
the loss of land, spiritual practice 
and language, and ultimately of 
their children, along with a devas-
tation to their health and numbers 
and terrible suffering. The seventh 

prophet predicted a renaissance 
of the language and culture, and 
a period of healing and return to 
community, creativity and health, 
which many believe is beginning 
now. 

The same mnopedia.org article 
details the many Ojibwe contri-
butions to American life, includ-
ing beadwork, dream catchers, 
birch bark canoes, maple syrup, 
wild rice, moccasins, toboggans, 
and snowshoes. The name of the 
Mississippi River comes from its 
Ojibwe name of Mizi Zibe, one of 
the few water features not based 
on a Dakota name. From the Da-
kota come the words for tipi (and 
the construction method) and the 
peace pipe made of pipestone. And 
so many names. Minnehaha Falls 
was called simply mni haha (also 
spelled gaga or xaxa) which means 
simply curling water or waterfall 
(so the Falls part of the name is re-
dundant).  Minnehaha Creek how-
ever was called Wakpa Cistinna. 
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Wakpa, sometimes wakta, means 
river, and Cistinna means little. 
The Mississippi was called Wakpa 
Tanka, which means big river. And 
so, of course, Minnetonka comes 
from mni tanka, or big water. 

Minnetonka was an especial-
ly sacred and important place to 
the Dakota people. They began to 
notice that whenever they showed 
off their best places to the white 
settlers, they managed to barge in 
and ruin them, so the Dakota were 
able to keep the existence of Lake 
Minnetonka hidden from the white 
people for decades. It didn’t begin 
appearing on maps of the area until 
early in the 20th century.    

* * * * * * * * * 
The 2019 “road construction 

season” will see 34th Avenue South 
being completely rebuilt from 
Minnehaha Parkway to 58th Street. 
If you remember when the same 
thing happened to an even longer 
stretch of Minnehaha, you know 
what we’re in for. These major road 

(Dakota for White Earth Lake, 
which was what the Dakota who 
lived in the camp on its shores 
called it), I got very interested in 
Dakota as well as Ojibwe names for 
South Minneapolis and other local 
landscape features. I discovered 
(and bought) an excellent book by 
Dakota scholar, poet and author 
Gwen Westerman (yes, she was 
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Coldwater Spring and its springhouse.

repairs can be hard on local busi-
nesses, so please be sure and sup-
port them through the process, lest 
the road work be finished and the 
business you fondly remember is 
gone! But it should all be worth it 
to have brand spanking new road 
surface, sidewalks, curb cuts, utili-
ties and storm drains. If you live or 
own a business in the area, you will 
have received a few mailings updat-
ing you and telling you tips to get 

through it (do any plumbing or 
drain repairs before it begins, make 
plans to accommodate your plant-
ings on the boulevard, etc.) There 
is a public hearing on the project 
tentatively scheduled June 5, and 
later in 2018, when the planning is 
more complete, a public informa-
tion meeting will be scheduled. 
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And this is done in the name of 
racial justice to provide afford-
able housing to minorities. It’s 
the same justification a gen-
eral used to justify burning an 
entire village in Vietnam, “We 

had to burn the village to save 
it.” 

It means less green space 
and a greater concentration of 
poverty, and that’s a formula 
for more social problems and 
prescription for trouble.

But those problems are far 
removed from 34th Avenue. 

Council Member Andrew 
Johnson’s first responsibility 
was to look after the interests of 
people living in the 12th Ward: 
“I worked with residents who 
expressed concerns to build 
consensus among neighbors 
and amended the proposed 
zoning to better fit the neigh-

borhood.”
People in the inner city 

should be disappointed that 
their Council Members didn’t 
take the same interest.

Johnson: “I have held four 
meetings in Ward 12 in part-
nership with our three neigh-
borhood associations (LCC, 

SENA, and NENA) to share 
information, answer questions, 
and most importantly, hear 
from constituents.”

The neighborhoods at 
ground zero in the inner city 
didn’t have anything like that 
kind of input and discussion.
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related to Floyd “Red Crow”) and 
Bruce M. White. The book is “Mni 
Sota Makoce: The Land of the Da-
kota” and you can read a lengthy 
excerpt in Google Books at https://
bit.ly/2I2jfYu. 

The Dakota’s main creation 
myth (like all ethnic/spiritual 
groups, they have several but one 
which is most central) is that the 
Dakota people either landed from 
the Milky Way, which they called 

Canku Wanagi (literally, Spirit 
Road), or were created from mud 
by the Creator. In any case, the 
section of Dakota who lived in or 
near present-day Minneapolis be-
lieved that their origin was in the 
area called Bdote Mni Sota, which 
is quite close to Minnehaha Falls. 
Bdote (sometimes spelled Mdote, 
and of which Mendota is a corrup-
tion) means “mouth” as in a river 
mouth or where two watercourses 
flow together. Mni Sota, obvious-
ly the origin of the river and state 
name, combines mni  (water), with 
sota  (reflecting the sky). The Bdote 
area, besides the actual confluence 
of the Minnesota and Mississip-
pi Rivers, encompasses Mni Sni 
(Coldwater Creek) and Oheyawa-
hi (Pilot Knob.) As the authors of 
Mni Sota Makoce state: “In this 
place, the Dakota people flourished 
... Our winter camps became villag-
es, and we became the people of the 
Oceti Sakowin, the Seven Council 
Fires.” 

The Dakota were not the only 
native people found here in the 
1800s when the massive influx of 
various Europeans began, mostly 
on the heels of the Louisiana Pur-
chase. Another major group found 
here was the Ojibwe, one of three 
major native tribes (along with 
the Ottawa and the Potowatomi) 
who are collectively called Anishi-
naabeg, or first people. Unlike the 
Dakota, they did not claim to have 
originated here as a people. But in-
terestingly coincidental, their story 
also involves “seven fires,” which 
in this case refers to seven distinct 
prophets who came to the peo-
ple when they used to live on the 
eastern seaboard and sparked their 
migration west. According to an 
article on mnopedia.org, “The first 
prophet said the Ojibwe should 
move west from the eastern ocean 
or they would perish, and that they 
would know that they had reached 
the chosen land when they came to 
a place where food grew on water. 

The food was mahnomen (wild 
rice), found in Minnesota’s shallow 
northern lakes.” This migration 
is believed, based on Ojibwe oral 
history, to have occurred around 
900 ACE. Prophets two through six 
predicted the presence of the Da-
kota on the land they would move 

to, told them how to get along and 
how to live there, predicted the 
coming of light-skinned people, 
the loss of land, spiritual practice 
and language, and ultimately of 
their children, along with a devas-
tation to their health and numbers 
and terrible suffering. The seventh 

prophet predicted a renaissance 
of the language and culture, and 
a period of healing and return to 
community, creativity and health, 
which many believe is beginning 
now. 

The same mnopedia.org article 
details the many Ojibwe contri-
butions to American life, includ-
ing beadwork, dream catchers, 
birch bark canoes, maple syrup, 
wild rice, moccasins, toboggans, 
and snowshoes. The name of the 
Mississippi River comes from its 
Ojibwe name of Mizi Zibe, one of 
the few water features not based 
on a Dakota name. From the Da-
kota come the words for tipi (and 
the construction method) and the 
peace pipe made of pipestone. And 
so many names. Minnehaha Falls 
was called simply mni haha (also 
spelled gaga or xaxa) which means 
simply curling water or waterfall 
(so the Falls part of the name is re-
dundant).  Minnehaha Creek how-
ever was called Wakpa Cistinna. 
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Wakpa, sometimes wakta, means 
river, and Cistinna means little. 
The Mississippi was called Wakpa 
Tanka, which means big river. And 
so, of course, Minnetonka comes 
from mni tanka, or big water. 

Minnetonka was an especial-
ly sacred and important place to 
the Dakota people. They began to 
notice that whenever they showed 
off their best places to the white 
settlers, they managed to barge in 
and ruin them, so the Dakota were 
able to keep the existence of Lake 
Minnetonka hidden from the white 
people for decades. It didn’t begin 
appearing on maps of the area until 
early in the 20th century.    

* * * * * * * * * 
The 2019 “road construction 

season” will see 34th Avenue South 
being completely rebuilt from 
Minnehaha Parkway to 58th Street. 
If you remember when the same 
thing happened to an even longer 
stretch of Minnehaha, you know 
what we’re in for. These major road 

(Dakota for White Earth Lake, 
which was what the Dakota who 
lived in the camp on its shores 
called it), I got very interested in 
Dakota as well as Ojibwe names for 
South Minneapolis and other local 
landscape features. I discovered 
(and bought) an excellent book by 
Dakota scholar, poet and author 
Gwen Westerman (yes, she was 
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Coldwater Spring and its springhouse.

repairs can be hard on local busi-
nesses, so please be sure and sup-
port them through the process, lest 
the road work be finished and the 
business you fondly remember is 
gone! But it should all be worth it 
to have brand spanking new road 
surface, sidewalks, curb cuts, utili-
ties and storm drains. If you live or 
own a business in the area, you will 
have received a few mailings updat-
ing you and telling you tips to get 

through it (do any plumbing or 
drain repairs before it begins, make 
plans to accommodate your plant-
ings on the boulevard, etc.) There 
is a public hearing on the project 
tentatively scheduled June 5, and 
later in 2018, when the planning is 
more complete, a public informa-
tion meeting will be scheduled. 
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competition and pros-
perity. And we do too. 
The joyless alcoholism 
and corruption of Russia 
dooms its citizens. China 
cannot win in a competi-
tion with us. How a na-
tion is ruled decides the 
destiny of its people.

It is a great irony of his-
tory that cruel, merciless, 
greedy capitalism needs 
freedom while altruis-
tic socialism has mostly 
been dictatorships that 
stifled prosperity. Deng 

Tsiao Peng understood the need 
to capitalize China’s economy, 
but neither he nor his successors 
could afford the unbridled free-
dom capitalism requires. Putin, 
meanwhile, seems to preside over 
a ramshackle and ungovernable 
conglomerate of 30,000 clerks.

Happy viewing. Russia must 
be a whole lot freer than we com-
monly believe—or the vodka lob-
by has created a long commercial 
for its product. But the inescap-
able message is that a hopeless, 
joyless society is no place for Man 
The Wise.
      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

[Editor’s Note:
First, “Cineaste. 
“Today’s word—and, since con-

fronting the English language on 
Dec. 22, 1937, I’ve grown increas-
ingly fond of this really powerful 
tool.”

But “cineaste” is a French word, 
slang from the 1920s. 

What sort of perverted message is 
intended here? 

His first film is a horror film 
based on King Richard III that 
becomes his matrix for measuring 
political power relationships. So, 
in spite of (or maybe because of) 
the paranoid madness of Rasputin, 
Stalin, Trotsky and Lenin, he likes 
the Russian corrupted democracy 
more than the Chinese. 

He calls Cuba and Venezuela 
failed socialist experiments. I think 
it’s too early to judge. They will be 
measured by history. 

He appreciates the successes of 
Scandinavian socialism, but he fails 
to appreciate that Russia, China, 
Korea, Vietnam, were under attack 
from the capitalist government of 
the U.S. as soon as they declared 
themselves socialist. Socialism has 
been under attack everywhere in 
the world except Scandinavia, 
and Scandinavia is the exception 
that proves the rule. When you’re 
not being bombed or invaded, you 
can develop a peaceful, democratic 
society that has socialist and capi-
talist features. It is the function of 
the U.S. government and military 
to attack and undermine socialism 
everywhere they find it. Our gov-
ernment will destabilize a socialist 
government, create angry crowds, 
finance the opposition and arm a 
revolt. Their government will re-
spond defensively. They may limit 
free speech because they can’t tell 
what’s a genuine protest and what’s 
a CIA rent-a-crowd. They are on 
alert. They are at war, with us, and 
we can’t understand why people in 
the world don’t like us.
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the film did get made in Russia. It 
would never have been allowed in 
China.

Even the Russian Orthodox 
Church engages in a suave, so-
phisticated complicity with the 
system.

Portraits of former leaders—
Brezhnev, Gorbachev, Yeltsin and 
others—are used as target practice 
while Putin hangs demurely on an 
official’s wall.

In the harbor lie the rotting 
hulks of once valued ships—and 

the skeletal carcass of a whale. 
Omens.

The plot is simple but one of 
Nicolo Machiavelli’s major con-
cerns—the taking of a neighbor’s 
land by an official. Nicolo wrote 
you could rape a man’s wife or 
even kill his kids and still har-
bor the hope of a reconciliation, 
through cleverness. And didn’t 
the Duke of Gloucester say, “Was 
ever woman in this humor wooed 
… and won?” as he walked beside 
her behind the funeral bier of the 
man Richard had murdered? But, 

Nicolo wrote, if you take 
a man’s land—kill him. 
Hope of reconciliation is 
dashed.

The film ends badly for 
the hero. He is falsely con-
victed of murdering his 
wife. She actually commit-
ted suicide but officialdom 
finds it convenient to store 
him. His son, about 15, 
drinks beer with his little 
friends.

Every scene is bleak—
windy, overcast, raining, 

Bouza, from page 1
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or just gray. Hope is not to be 
found, and the flick looks like a 
subversive metaphor for the ap-
parent kleptocracy that is mod-
ern Russia. But who spins in the 
graves of this unhappy country? 
The czars and their minions? Un-
cle Joe? Rasputin? Lenin? Even 
Gorbachev? I don’t think so. As 
the shooters—of—the—portraits 
clearly believed, there are few 
Washingtons, Lincolns or Roo-
sevelts in the nation’s unhappy 
history.

The whale’s skeleton on the 
beach is likely a symbol for the 
nation. The overall impact of the 
film conjures hopelessness and 
despair. The pervasiveness of de-
cay is such as to leave no one un-
infected. Hope, the one virtue in 
Pandora’s box, is not to be seen.

My prescription is to follow 
a viewing with a glance at “The 
Death of Stalin.” As we say in Hol-
lywood—a laugh riot (but not 
without historical verisimilitude).

The whole business of assessing 
a nation’s prospects—as “Levi-
athan” plainly urges us to do—is 
a truly fascinating and import-
ant process. How countries are 
governed decides your fate and 
mine. There were never better-in-
tentioned rulers than Castro or 
Chavez—yet look at Cuba and 
Venezuela, while Scandinavia 
promotes freedom, inventiveness, 
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BY CLAIRE ROBERTSON

The 2040 Plan would be the big-
gest boon developers might have 
had in any major American city 
ever, and it will disadvantage many 
of the people it purports to help as 
well as most Minneapolis home-
owners. Why?

First, allowing more than one 
structure on the already small lots 
in most of Minneapolis will reduce 
green space by at least half in the 
city, thus both worsening air and 
other pollution and quality of life, 
as pointed out in Southside Pride.

Second, those who are least able 
to afford houses, who own those 
that are affordable now, will be 
the first to be forced out because 
developers will make their houses 
the first targets for buyouts, and 
will then build more structures and 
convert them to rentals. Once “im-
proved” in this way, the properties 
will be worth more, meaning that 
those forced out will either need to 
rent to stay in the city, or to move 
out farther, where they can buy an-
other house for less and commute 
to work, thus increasing pollution. 

Third, converting whole neigh-
borhoods to rentals in this form of 
“blockbusting” by developers will 
erode the tax base as well as the rent-
al properties, as hard experience 
teaches us. Successful developers 
and corporations more often than 
not avoid taxation commensurate 
with their wealth, as the Trump tax 

“reform” bill as well as long-term 
U.S. trends concentrating wealth at 
the top, demonstrate. Plus, profits 
increase on rental properties when 
they are not properly maintained, 
thus degrading the neighborhood. 
Most landlords, for instance, do 
not provide tenants with lawn-
mowers, but code dictates that the 
lawn must be mowed, while keep-
ing up with major repairs inside is 
all too often neglected to increase 
profits. Tenants do not build eq-
uity in property, and often cannot 
afford to buy a house. The best 
insurance that properties will be 
maintained properly is owner oc-
cupation, but this reform [2040 
Plan] seems aimed at generating a 
city of tenants while eroding Min-
neapolis’ tax base.

Fourth, making Minneapo-
lis’ lower-income neighborhoods 
into exclusively rental properties 
is politically deadening and will 
increase crime, especially crimes 
against property. We have already 
seen this in many neighborhoods, 
but the removal of restrictions will 
simply increase its pace and subject 
more neighborhoods to it. Why 
maintain or improve it if you do 
not own it? Why worry about dam-
aging it when landlords neglect it? 
Why should landlords fix it if their 
profits improve without doing it? 
What kind of stake do tenants have 
in local politics, especially if they 
are likely to be moving elsewhere, 
always seeking better or more 

affordable lodgings?  But then, 
disenfranchising whole neighbor-
hoods seems to be the goal the city 
is pursuing by getting rid of both 
neighborhood associations as well 
as affordable single family houses. 

Fifth, is the city prepared to tri-
ple or quadruple infrastructure in-
vestment in schools, roads, bridg-
es, etc., to handle the population 
increase proposed? That seems un-
likely, especially when the tax base 
erodes. 

So, the removal of restrictions 
on residential zoning will have the 
opposite effect of what is intended. 
Throwing in the justification of 
promotion of diversity in neigh-
borhoods is mere window dressing 
intended to pacify liberals. I pres-
ently live in South Minneapolis 

in a neighborhood that is already 
diverse and becoming more so, 
without the 2040 Plan. If the City 
Council pursues this plan, will 
they have the will power and cour-
age also to pass stringent controls 
on landlords concerning mainte-
nance and inspections of rental 
properties (funding tripling the 
inspectors’ numbers, for instance), 
as well as taxation of the income 
from them? After all, it seems like 
improving the tax base by mak-
ing Minneapolis into commercial 
property should be a priority of the 
plan, but that seems unlikely. The 
plan seems to involve a return to 
19th and early 20th century lack of 
regulation; we all know what that 
got us—and I thought we wanted 
to avoid more urban pollution and 

congestion. 
Improving the situation of 

those who can least afford suitable 
residential housing rests main-
ly with remedies that have been 
tested but not pursued as much as 
they should be. Funding schools 
and teachers, especially those in 
low-income neighborhoods, and 
improving wages are key, as well 
as lack of discrimination in hiring 
and providing affordable mortgag-
es, which should be tax deductible 
again. Many other remedies are 
available, but making a bad situa-
tion worse for those who can least 
afford Minneapolis housing, while 
enriching those who are already 
advantaged, should not be seen as 
a remedy.

2040 Plan, a boon to developers

apolis 2040, is currently under review 
by the Metropolitan Council. The 
Planning Department’s staff report on 
this project states that the proposed 
future land use classification is “cor-
ridor mixed use,” which intends the 
property to serve a larger market area 
and encourages mixed-use, multi-sto-
ry development.

“The proposed built form for this 
site is Corridor 4, which directs new 
and remodeled buildings to reflect a 
variety of building types on both small 
and moderate-sized lots,” the staff re-
port states. “Building heights should 
be 1 to 4 stories. Requests to exceed 4 
stories will be evaluated on the basis 
of whether or not a taller building is a 
reasonable means to further achieving 
Comprehensive Plan goals.”

So, this project has also blown past 
the city’s new higher-density rules, 
which aren’t even official yet.

Where’s the affordable housing?
As people of modest incomes are 

painfully aware, there is an affordable 
housing crisis not just in Minneapolis 
but across the metro area and nation. 
The City Council has pressed hard for 
new developments to include at least 
10% of the units as affordable at 60% 
of Area Median Income. None of the 
proposed apartments in this project 
would fall into the affordable category. 
Supposedly, the reason for increasing 
the density of Minneapolis is to make 
housing more affordable. So, how do 
market-rate apartments crammed 
into this block help to solve that prob-

lem?
In addition, there are three busi-

nesses on that block which will be 
negatively affected by a building of 
this size. There will be almost no 
parking for the Washburn-McReavy 
funeral home facing the Parkway, and 
minimal spots for both Carbone’s 
restaurant and the Cork and Dork li-
quor store.

It is also apparent that the “mod-
ern” style of the proposed building 
is nothing like anything near it. Even 
the SuperAmerica (now Speedway) 
station tried to make its remodeled 
building fit into the neighborhood. 
The Shoreland Overlay District rules 
also require that the city consider the 
scale and character of surrounding 
uses.

The Standish-Ericsson Neigh-
borhood Association hosted a pub-
lic meeting about this proposal on 
Wednesday, May 8, at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, 1720 E. Minnehaha 
Pkwy.  Even though it was stated that 
this was just an informational meet-
ing, we felt like the project was a done 
deal.  We did find out that Lunds/
Byerlys is the grocery store that will 
be moving into the proposed store, 
and that there will be no affordable 
housing included.  The developer’s 
representative made it very clear that 
they had no intention of reducing 
the height of the building, and it was 
made even more clear that, since this 
is entirely up to the city planning 

commission, it will be approved. 

nation (failure to follow a directive 
from a supervisor).”

The Federation labor agreement 
with the city says, “It is understood 
that the City, through its various 
Departments, has the right to es-
tablish reasonable work rules and 
regulations,” and Section 8.01 says, 
“The Federation, its officers or 
agents, or any of the employees 
covered by this Agreement shall 
not cause, instigate, encourage, 
condone, engage in or cooper-
ate in any strike, the stoppage of 
work, work slowdown, the willful 
absence from one’s position, or 
the abstinence in whole or in part 
from the full, faithful and proper 
performance of the duties of em-
ployment, regardless of the rea-
sons for so doing.” 

Why weren’t Kroll’s actions 
misconduct and insubordination, 
a violation of the city’s right to es-
tablish reasonable work rules and a 
direct attempt to interfere with the 

“faithful and proper performance 
of the duties of employment”?

Why hasn’t he been fired?
I asked former Minneapolis 

Police Chief Tony Bouza what he 
thought about warrior training. 
He said the training didn’t real-
ly matter. It was about discipline 
and accountability. He never had 
a police shooting in the nine years 
he was chief, “I ruled with an iron 
hand. They feared me, and they 
knew what would happen if they 
stepped out of line.”

Police work is tough. 
It’s a hard and a dangerous job. 
USA Today did a study, and they 

concluded cops were in the 14th 
most dangerous occupation in the 
U.S. There were 14.6 fatal injuries 
per 100,000 officers in 2016. The 
median annual wage is $59,680.

The seventh most dangerous job 
in the U.S. was collecting garbage 
and recyclables. They had 34.1 fatal 
injuries per 100,000 workers. Their 

median annual wage is $35,270.
Our city sanitation worker’s job 

is more than twice as dangerous 
as police work for a bit more than 
half the pay. 

They’re the quiet heroes work-
ing for the City of Minneapolis.

Council Member Alondra 
Cano, chair of the Public Safe-
ty Committee, responded to this 
commentary:  

“I invite Police Federation Pres-
ident Bob Kroll to join the much 
needed work of police reform to 
better serve our communities. 
However, calling for free ‘warrior 
training’ that our Mayor has stood 
up against goes completely against 
the values of helping to establish 
more connections and under-
standing between our rank and file 
police officers and our Minneapo-
lis residents. We can and should do 
better than that.”

25th

Make a difference in your community!  

 Foster Grandparents – support children who are falling                  
behind in the classroom.  

 Companions – visit older adults to provide friendship,                  
transportation, and assistance at their homes and in the     
community.  

Laura.rowe@lssmn.org  
www.lssmn.org/seniorcorps 

Bob Kroll, from page 1



ICOM Prayer Vigil change of location
Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
8th Circuit Court of Appeals
316 N. Robert St., St. Paul 55101
Hosted by Interfaith Coalition on Immigra-
tion (ICOM).
There will be no ICOM vigil at the Whipple 
Building in May as originally printed in 
Southside Pride.
ICOM’s Mission Statement: “Interfaith 
Coalition on Immigration engages in cou-
rageous spiritual, multicultural action in 
solidarity with immigrants and refugees to 
achieve justice and stand up to systems of 
oppression.”
For more information go to ICOM’s Face-
book page.

Free Community Clothing Giveaway, & 
Free Lunch
Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Greater Friendship Missionary Baptist 
Church
2600 E. 38th St.
All are welcomed.

Quidditch Tourney
Sunday, May 19 after worship
Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Ave. S.
612-724-3693
bethel@bethel-mpls.org
Bethel is hosting our 2nd Quidditch 
Tourney. It will be a potluck, with matches 
played at appropriate age levels.  All are 
welcome!
[In the Harry Potter Lexicon, Quidditch has 
seven players on each side: the Keeper, the 
Seeker, three Chasers and two Beaters. One 
player is also appointed as the Captain. 

Professional teams will also have a manag-
er. Quidditch has three balls: a Quaffle, two 
Bludgers and the Golden Snitch.]

Conversations with Friends (CWF) Volun-
teer Training
Saturday, May 25, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Contact stevekraemer@outlook.com for 
location
Conversations with Friends (CWF) is a vol-
unteer organization dedicated to visiting 
and supporting detained immigrants in 
Minnesota, primarily through letter writing 
and detention center visits. Unitarian 
Universalism’s First Principle calls on us to 
affirm and promote the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person; the Second Princi-
ple calls on us to act for justice, equity and 
compassion in human relations. The mes-
sage of Steve Kraemer, director of CWF, 
speaks to these Principles: the interconnec-
tions that bind us all together, regardless 
of where we were born or the languages 
that we speak, and the way that we can 
be a source of light for others during their 
darkest days.
The following statement is from a current 
CWF volunteer:
“I’ve been volunteering for over a year 
and have found the experience to be quite 
profound. I’ve had 5 pen pals in this time, 
some for only a month or two and some for 
many months. It really is possible to build 
a friendship through letters and to provide 
comfort and moral witness to these friends. 
Our immigrant neighbors are suffering, 
and detention is spiritually and morally 
crushing. Our acts of kindness can be a 
lifeline.” --Amy L.
There is no cost for the training but ev-
eryone must preregister so that we have 
enough food, handouts and, most impor-
tantly, space. To register or if you have 
questions, email Steve at stevekraemer@
outlook.com. We’ll email a registration con-
firmation along with detailed directions.
At this time, our greatest need is for pen 
pals, but those who attend will also be 
trained in visiting so that if/when we 
receive approval to visit at the Sherburne 
County Jail, they can participate if interested.

Sharing Food
*Living Spirit United Methodist Church 
4501 Bloomington Ave. S. 
612-721-5025
–Free Breakfast on Sundays, 8:30 a.m.
–Wednesday Supper, 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. 
*New Creation Baptist Church 
1414 E. 48th St. 
612-825-6933  
–Food Shelf, Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
(Brown door on the corner of 48th St. and 
15th Ave.) 
*Minnehaha United Methodist Church 
3701 E. 50th St. 
612-721-6231 
–Food Giveaway, fourth Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.

Events at Faith Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
3430 E. 51st St. (kitty-corner from the No-
komis Library)
612-729-5463
–Book Club, First Saturdays, 10 a.m. On 
June 1 the book will be “Bear Town” by 
Fredrik Backman.
–Blind Ministry,  June 8, 12 noon to 2 p.m.
–NA Group, Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.; Fri-
days, 7 p.m.
–Senior Exercise, Mondays, 10 a.m.
–Card Club, First Mondays, 1 p.m.
–Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 11 
a.m. through end of May

Christian

BETHEL 
EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4120 17th Ave. S.
612-724-3693, www.bethel-mpls.org 
Faith’s Forum, Faith Trek, MSG, and 
Higher Grounds Cafe 9:15 am; Sunday 
Worship 10:30 am (10 am 5/26)
Pastor: Brenda Froisland
Accessible Off-Street Parking
In gratitude, Bethel amplifies God’s 
grace, nourishes all creation, reach-
es out and builds community.
*A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
*Bethel CYF Ministries: Bridging gen-
erations to model, equip, encourage a 
foundation of trust in God’s story

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF ST. 
ALBERT THE GREAT
E. 29th St. & 32nd Ave. S.
612-724-3643
Mass M, T, TH, F at 8:15 am
Saturday 5 pm & Sunday 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Liturgy of the Word for 
Children
www.saintalbertthegreat.org

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY NAME
3637 11th Ave. S., 612-724-5465
Masses Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8:30 & 11 am
Reconciliation Saturday 4-4:30 pm
Pastor: Fr. Leo Schneider
A welcoming Roman Catholic community

FAITH 
EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
3430 E. 51st St., 612-729-5463
faithlutheranmpls.org 
Sunday Worship 9 am (Holy Com-
munion 1st & 3rd Sundays); Fellow-
ship 10 am; Sun. Bible Class 10:30 am
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Dennis Drews

FIRST FREE 
CHURCH 
5150 Chicago Ave. S., 612-827-4705 
www.firstfreechurch.org
Worship Services 9 & 10:30 am
Nursery to Adult Classes 9 & 10:30 am  
Starting May 26: Worship 10 am
Christ-Centered, Christ-sent

HOLY CROSS
LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS
1720 E. Minnehaha Pkwy., 612-722-1083
www.holycrossmpls.org
Worship 9:30 am
Education 10:45 am
Vacancy Pastor: Don Mulfinger

HOPE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
5728 Cedar Ave. S., 
612-827-2655, www.hopempls.org
Adult Forum 9 am 
Sunday Worship 10 am
All are welcome, no exceptions

LIVING SPIRIT 
UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
A Multicultural, Intergenerational Church
4501 Bloomington Ave., 612-721-5025
www.livingspiritumc.org
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Community Supper Wed. 5:45 pm

MOUNT ZION 
LUTHERAN - LCMS
5645 Chicago Ave. S., 612-824-1882
Sunday Worship 9 am
Browse our outdoor lending library!
www.mtzioninmpls.org 

NEW CREATION 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
1414 E. 48th St., 612-825-6933
Sunday School/New Members Class 
9:30 am; Devotion 10:45 am
Worship & Praise 11 am
Tues. Youth & Adult Bible Study 7 pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel B. McKizzie

NOKOMIS HEIGHTS 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH – ELCA
5300 10th Ave. S., 612-825-6846
www.nokomisheights.org
Sunday Worship 10 am
Education for All 9 am (Sept-May)    
Summer Worship 9:30 am (June-Aug)

ST JOAN OF ARC 
CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY
www.stjoan.com, 4537 Third Ave.  
Masses:  Saturday 5 pm (Church)
Sunday 7:45 am (Church)
Sunday 9 & 11 am (Gym), Weekday
Tue. & Thu. 8 am (Orleans Chapel) 
We Welcome You Wherever You Are 
On Your Journey
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EVENTSPeace of Pie Festival
BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

One day a member of Minnehaha Communion Lutheran Church (MCLC) said 
out loud, “I want to feed people pie,” and her thought did not fall on deaf ears. 

The Peace of Pie festival was born, and will be held in the fruit tree orchard of 
Adams Triangle across the street from the church on Sunday, June 9, from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to have free pie and coffee while celebrating and learning 
more about special organizations in the community. Tables and booths will be 
set up representing wonderful resources: MCLC’s Healing Hub and Sensory 
Library; Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly; Midtown Farmers Market; Adams 
Orchard Group; Longfellow Restorative Justice Organization; Transition Long-
fellow and more.

Throughout the afternoon there will be 
live music including Zac Harris and his 
jazz trio.

You can sign up in advance to enter the 
pie-baking contest, which will be judged 
by local chefs. After your pie is judged, 
you can either share it at the event or take 
it home for your family. The other free pie 
will be provided by members of the con-
gregation, or businesses—whoever wants 
to donate. 

You can also show up in your favorite apron, be it heirloom, funny, home-
made, or whatever, and show it off in a “runway” fashion show. 

MCLC is now working with the Longfellow Community Council (LCC) on a 
grant for the event, and hopes for them to be a partner.

The LCC sponsors the orchard of fledgling trees, only 3 years old, which 
have yet to bear fruit. Unlike most orchards where all the trees are of the same 
kind, this one is a mixture of peach, pear, plum, serviceberry, apple, apricot and 
cherry.  (All those nearby fruit trees must have inspired the PIE idea.) They were 
planted with a grant to the LCC and are maintained by a volunteer committee. 
MCLC provides water and a hose. The long-term goal is to have a community 
source of fruit free to everyone, and to make people more aware of trees.

The Peace of Pie Festival sounds like a great occasion. Anyone can sign up to 
participate on any level at longfellowpop.org.

The church is located at 4101 37th Ave. S. 

The Nokomis  Religious Community Welcomes You

ONGOING

All Directory 
Churches are 
Wheelchair 
Accessible
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Powderhorn resident volunteers at 
Humanitarian Respite Center in Texas
BY ELAINE KLAASSEN

When people come into the 
U.S., through various entry points 
at the southern border, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) considers them a danger 
until proved otherwise. Once 
an asylum seeker has passed the 
“credible fear” interview and can 
show they have a family member 
or sponsor somewhere in the U.S. 
who will take them in, they are 
given a court date and loaded into 
buses and often dropped off at 
some kind of charitable volunteer 
facility that will help prepare them 
for the next leg of their journey. 

Ten miles from the border, in 
McAllen, Texas, that charitable fa-
cility is the Catholic Charities Hu-
manitarian Respite Center, which 
is staffed by Catholic Charities 
and assisted by thousands of vol-
unteers, most of them from McAl-
len and the others from across the 
country. Since 2014, when the cen-
ter opened, roughly 100,000 peo-
ple from south of the border have 
passed through its doors, receiving 
food, clothing, showers, respect 
and kindness.

My friend Andi Kuenning, who 
lives in the Powderhorn neighbor-
hood, went there as a volunteer for 
two weeks in November 2018. She 
went through Children’s Disaster 
Services (CDS), a mission of the 
Church of the Brethren. Her task 
was to care for the children of mi-
grants as they transitioned from 
ICE detention to a completely new 
culture.

Volunteers from CDS are “Spe-
cially trained to respond to trau-

matized children, and provide a 
calm, safe and reassuring presence 
in the midst of the chaos created 
by tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, 
wildfires, and natural or hu-
man-caused disaster,” according to 
the CDS website.

Andi speaks Spanish and was 
a teacher of young children with 
special needs before retiring last 
year. After completing the rigor-
ous CDS training she was then as-
signed to a team with three other 
CDS-trained women.

When the team arrived, the 
Humanitarian Respite Center was 
extremely busy, and there was no 
one available to give them any 
orientation. Somebody had them 
sign in and gave them a parking 
permit to put on their rental car 
and then they went straight to the 
area designated as Children’s Play 
Area and got set up. (They never 
did meet their contact person, nor 
did they meet the famous nun, Sis-
ter Norma Pimentel, who directs 
the Rio Grande Catholic Charities 
and founded the center.) 

In Andi’s report, she wrote, “We 
ask the children, ‘Do you want to 
play?’ and most come in to play 
with us. Only a few stay away.

“We brought with us a large 
suitcase full of toys and materials, 
but used mostly crayons and col-
ored pencils, paper and coloring 
books, playdough, puzzles, play-
ing cards, and dominoes.  We got 
adult coloring books and colored 
pencils and asked the teenagers if 
they want to color.  They mostly 
do.  Some of them play cards to-
gether.  When we give out blank 
paper to color on, we get lots of 

pictures of butterflies, flowers, 
houses, trees, suns, and rainbows.  
The little girls start giving them to 
me, and sometimes write on them, 
‘yo te quiero Andrea.’  Occasional-
ly we read stories; one day a young 
boy asked me to read him a book, 
by the time we got going, sever-
al other boys were listening too, 
some of them older.  At times the 
kids asked for a book to read, oth-
er children said they didn’t know 
how to read.  There were some 
children who did not speak Span-
ish, but an Indigenous language.”

Buses coming from the deten-
tion center arrived every after-
noon, dropping off about 300 ex-
hausted people.  Most had been in 
ICE detention for two to five days. 
Many were sick and throwing up. 
They had been kept in the infa-
mous “freezers” or “hieleras.” 

When people arrive, they are 
always given new shoelaces right 
away, since all shoelaces are taken 
away in detention. Children are 
given stuffed animals and many 
women request hair ties.

It is very difficult to maintain 
hygiene in such a crowded area as 
the center. The CDS team did what 
they could by bleaching down the 
tables in the children’s area. Hand 
sanitizer is always available and 
the floor in the main area is swept 
regularly. There are showers in the 
building and also in a truck (trail-
er) in the parking lot. People are 
given clean clothing. But for sleep-
ing, people have to use the sleeping 
mats, pillows and blankets piled 
off to one side of the large, main 
room. Everyone sleeps wherever 
there is room. There is an overflow 

space that holds about 90 people. 
Andi was told that as many men as 
possible sleep in the smaller back 
room, leaving mostly women and 
children in the larger area.   

Most stay one night and then 
leave as soon as their relatives/
sponsors send them a bus ticket, 
and in some cases a plane ticket.

Andi describes what lies ahead 
for the weary travelers: “Each 
adult is given a red bag (a reus-
able grocery store bag) filled with 
supplies—snacks for the bus ride, 
hygiene products, etc.  Each fam-
ily has a large manila envelope.  
On one side it says in large letters: 
‘Please help me.  I don’t speak En-
glish.  What bus do I need to take?’    
The other side has their bus sched-
ule written on it.  Most are taking 
three or four buses to get to their 
final destination.”

The number of children in the 
play area varied throughout the 
day—there were fewer after buses 
left in the morning and more in 
the afternoon after buses arrived, 
sometimes up to almost 50. 

“The children are glad to play, 
to have something to do,” Andi 
writes. “I am amazed at how so 
many of the children just settle in 
and play happily, despite all they 
have been through on their jour-
ney to us.  Sometimes when new 
kids come in, other kids recognize 
them from the detention center, 
and they reunite excitedly and with 
hugs, so happy to see their friends.

“Sometimes the littlest ones 
would want their parents … We 
would just go to the front and hold 
them up to see if someone claimed 
them.  We always found them.  But 

one day a somewhat older boy, 
maybe 7 or 8, was looking for his 
mother, crying hysterically.  He 
was so upset he couldn’t talk.  A 
staff person finally took him and 
was able to help him look for his 
mother and reunite them.”

Andi will never forget “the 
mother who had been separated 
from her adult son at the border 
because he was sick—She had no 
way to find him because she hap-
pened to be carrying his phone 
when they were separated; the 
father traveling with a daughter 
(maybe 12 or 13 years old) because 
he needs to get her away from the 
gangs in Honduras; the man who 
talked about how they treated 
them ‘like animals’ in the hielera; 
the many parents who were with 
just one child, and had left others 
back in Honduras or Guatemala.”

Andi wrote, “Each night we 
went back to our motel totally ex-
hausted.  It was intense work but 
gratifying.  Many parents thanked 
us (I felt like we did so little for 
them, but after their experience 
in detention, having people who 
showed them respect and compas-
sion meant a lot).  Much of what 
we did seemed to be handing out 
coloring pages, sharpening pen-
cils, and helping kids do puzzles, 
but it was providing a safe and 
nurturing space for the children to 
be, as they waited for the next step 
of their journey.” 

Andi is on the list to be called 
again by Children’s Disaster Ser-
vices.

photo: NPR



BY KATHRYN KELLY

It’s a beautiful spring evening. 
The nets are up and people are 
playing tennis on the courts at 
East 43rd Street and 26th Avenue 
South. But, if you venture east 
along 46th and 47th Streets you 
will see three sets of tennis courts 
that are dismal and crumbling. 
They look abandoned, with no 
nets and no tennis players. How 
can this be??!! 

When Theodore Wirth became 
superintendent of the Minneap-
olis Parks & Recreation Board 
(MPRB), in 1904, one of his goals 
was to provide recreation within 
walking distance of every child in 

the City of Minneapolis. 
These tennis courts are one of 

the biggest parts of his legacy. Yet, 
the current MRPB commission-
ers have, apparently, abandoned 
them.

So, why is the court on 43rd 
Street so well maintained? The 
MPRB DOES NOT maintain it. 
A private tennis club maintains it 
and teaches tennis to kids. With 
this, the club gets exclusive blocks 
of time on these courts during the 
summer. This is a laudable endeav-
or, and these reserved times would 
not be so egregious if it weren’t 
for the fact that the nearby tennis 
courts are in disrepair and unus-
able when the “good” courts are 

reserved.
Where is the MPRB spending 

our taxpayer money? The MPRB 
is allocating $275,000 in 2019 to 
the Hiawatha Golf Course Master 
Plan, which will destroy another 
of Theodore Wirth’s legacies, the 
Hiawatha 18-hole golf course, and 
turn it into a swamp.  How many 
of these tennis courts could be 
refurbished and maintained with 
this money?

The MPRB needs to take re-
sponsibility for MAINTAINING 
their existing assets BEFORE chas-
ing new, shiny “pie-in-the-sky” 
projects.

Note: Just like the tennis courts, 
Theodore Wirth built golf courses 
in every part of the city so that golf 
was accessible to all City of Min-
neapolis residents, especially kids.

The Democrats and the Farmer-Labor Party
BY STEPHANIE FOX 

While most states have their 
Democrats, only in Minnesota do 
we have the Democratic Farm-
er-Labor Party, the DFL, the result 
of the coming together of the far 
left Farmer-Labor Party and the 
more moderate Democrats, 75 
years ago this month. On April 15, 
1944, the two parties joined forces 
in a political marriage that still ex-
ists today. 

Led by the then-college profes-
sor Hubert Humphrey, members 
of both parties voted to change 
their name to the Democratic 
Farmer-Labor Party, or the DFL. 

The two parties had been split-
ting the popular vote for years, 
which allowed the Republicans 
to control Minnesota’s state gov-
ernment. The Democrats hadn’t 

elected a governor in 30 years or 
a senator in 80 years. The Farm-
er-Labor Party had lost both U.S. 
Senate seats and four out of five 
seats in the U.S. Congress to Re-
publicans. 

The Farmer-Labor Party had 
advocated for workers, farmers 
and the unemployed during the 
early years of the 20th Century and 
the Great Depression. The Demo-
crats played second fiddle during 
that time, but post-war, pragma-
tism was needed to advance Min-
nesota’s liberal politics. 

Separate, they were losers. To-
gether, they became a formidable 
political party.

To celebrate, party members 
and members of various labor 
unions came together on Tuesday 
evening, April 16, for one of many 
gatherings planned for 2019. The 

event was led by Jim Beers, chair 
of the Minneapolis Regional Re-
tiree Committee (MRRC), His-
tory Committee and the Retiree 
Council Executive Committee, 
at the Communications Workers 
of America Union Hall on Lake 
Street in South Minneapolis. 

The evening included enter-
tainment by the Twin Cities Labor 
Chorus and a few teaser scenes 
from an in-progress upcoming 
documentary, “The Farmer-Labor 
Movement—a Minnesota Sto-
ry,” presented by filmmaker Ran-
dy Croce, who along with Tom 
O’Connell wrote and produced the 
film. The film included interviews 
at the Minnesota State Fair of peo-
ple answering questions about the 
origins of the Farmer-Labor part 

of the DFL. (Most didn’t know.) 
The two filmmakers currently 

are funded by three grants and are 
hoping to receive another from the 
Minnesota Historical Society. “We 
have to pay for some of the his-
toric photos and film we use and 
we’re renting equipment. It can be 
more expensive than many peo-
ple would think,” says Croce. The 
documentary is expected to be re-
leased next year. 

The evening also included a 
panel discussion where local po-
litical figures and organizers an-
swered questions from the audi-
ence. Panel member Keith Ellison 
spoke against large monopolies, 
something he says is again becom-
ing a problem, especially in the in-
formation and tech industries. 

Beers says that Minnesota’s 
liberal political history is still im-
portant, even today. “For me, the 
Farmer-Labor Party is inspiration-
al. Its legacy still inspires today’s 
organizers, young union leaders 
and other progressives,” he says. 

More events commemorating 
the Farmer-Labor Party and the 
DFL will be held throughout 2019, 
dates to be announced during the 
summer and fall.

Those who wish to donate to 
“The Farmer-Labor Movement 
—a Minnesota Story” can send 
contributions to Tom Beer, trea-
surer, FLEC%,  2421 29th Ave. S., 
Mpls., MN 55406.

Theodore Wirth’s legacy is 
crumbling!

Chelsie Glaubitz Gabiou, President of the Minneapolis Regional Labor Fed-
eration AFL-CIO
Veronica Mendez Moore, Co-Director at Centro de Trabajadores Unidos en 
la Lucha (CTUL), a Workers Center in Minneapolis
Ken Martin, Chair of the Minnesota DFL
Jamie Gulley, President of SEIU Healthcare
Keith Ellison, Minnesota Attorney General
Amy Bacigalupo, Farm Beginnings Program Director at the Land Steward-
ship Project
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BY LAURA HALL

Have you ever walked by a majes-
tic old building and wondered about 
its history? Have you ever stopped 
and stared at a modern building 
and been in awe over its creative 
design and innovation? Or, is there 
a business or organization in your 
neighborhood you wished you knew 
more about? You will have a chance 
to satisfy all these curiosities at the 
first Doors Open Minneapolis on 
May 18-19. One hundred fifteen 
locations around Minneapolis will 
be opening their doors to the pub-
lic for a weekend full of free tours of 
historical landmarks, cutting-edge 
buildings, cultural treasures, and re-
adapted buildings. 

This event allows the public be-
hind-the-scenes access to buildings 
in the City of Minneapolis that are 
architecturally, culturally, or socially 
significant.

Listed below is a sampling of no-
table places to visit.

Minnesota Spokesman-Record-
er Building

Tracey Williams-Dillard, the 
current publisher of the Minne-
sota Spokesman-Recorder and 
the granddaughter of the original 

founder, Cecil E. Newman, explains 
how people walk by the Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder building ev-
ery day, but they do not necessarily 
know what is inside the building. 

The Minnesota Spokesman-Re-
corder is a publication that we 
should all know about. It is the lon-
gest running Black-owned news-
paper in the state of Minnesota. In 
2015, it was named as a local historic 
landmark and was granted this of-
ficial title for its involvement in the 
civil rights movement, its affilia-
tion with historical figures Cecil E. 
Newman and photographer Gordon 
Parks, and for being a resource and 
representative for African Ameri-
cans in South Minneapolis. And as 
stated on their website, “For the past 
84 years, the MSR has established it-
self as a trusted voice for the diverse 
Black communities of Minnesota—
championing voices and stories that 
might otherwise go unheard.”

During Doors Open Minneapo-
lis, visitors will be able to see how the 
paper is put together and have a look 
at some of the very early Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder newspapers 
and photos. Additionally, visitors 
will be able to see an old style “ad-
dressograph,” which was once used 
for putting labels on their newspa-

pers and which was also operated 
by the 8-year-old Williams-Dillard 
when her grandfather was running 
the newspaper.

http://spokesman-recorder.com/
3744 4th Ave. S.
Wing Young Huie/The Third 

Place Gallery
Wing Young Huie—a local pho-

tographer and public speaker—
opened The Third Place Gallery in 
May 2011 and breathed new life into 
a space that had previously sat emp-
ty for 47 years. On Wing’s website 
it states, “The third place is a term 
used in the concept of community 
building to refer to social surround-
ings separate from the two usual so-
cial environments of home and the 
workplace.” In Wing’s third place, he 
connects people through inviting in 
guest artists, hosting karaoke events, 
and leading games of ping pong.

In Wing’s gallery, you will also 
find the photography that has 
brought him both local and interna-
tional recognition. His photography 
captures honest slices of life, featur-
ing people from a diversity of ages, 
races and cultures. At Doors Open 
Minneapolis, over a 100 of his pho-
tographs will be on display: photos 
that encompass the last 40 years of 
his photography career, starting 
with some of the first photos taken 
of his parents in Duluth to photo-
graphs from his 2018 book, “Chi-
nese-ness.” On his website, Wing 
describes “Chinese-ness” as “part 
documentary, part meta-memoir, 
and part actual memoir.” Through 
these different angles, he looks at 
the influences that go into creating 

personal identities and reflects on 
what life might have been like for 
him if he had been on a different life 
trajectory than that of being a pho-
tographer. 

https://www.wingyounghuie.com/
3730 Chicago Ave S., Studio B
Mixed Blood Theatre
The building that houses Mixed 

Blood Theatre has been a place of 
lively activity since its construc-
tion in 1887. Built for use as a fire 
station, and then later used by a 
community development organiza-
tion—which was also the incubator 
for Mixed Blood Theatre, as Keri 
Clifton, the chief engagement officer 
for Mixed Blood Theatre., explains. 
The current Mixed Blood Theatre, 
of course, isn’t fighting any physi-
cal fires; instead, they are fighting a 
different type of fire, a metaphorical 
fire that addresses heated topics in 

the political, gender, class and racial 
realm.

To help them continue tackling 
these heated topics, Mixed Blood 
Theatre underwent a renovation in 
2015. The renovations and the inner 
workings of the old firehouse will 
be part of the tour during Doors 
Open Minneapolis. Some of these 
inner workings include the fire-
men’s sleeping quarters, which are 
now used as a rehearsal hall; original 
lockers from the firehouse, which 
are also still in use as storage units 
in their offices; and the original fire-
house windows.

https://mixedblood.com/
1501 S. 4th St.
For a complete listing of Doors 

Open Minneapolis locations see 
https://www.doorsopenminneapo-
lis.org/.
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*BATHROOMS* Fix bad 
water pressure. Install sinks, tub/tub 

surrounds, toilets & ceramic tile. 

*BASEMENTS* Finish 
basement, family room, bathroom, etc. 

Free est. & design ideas. 612-275-9815

LARRY’S PAINTING
Ext-Int, Spray, Textured. Drywall,

Paper hanging, Skin coating, Water
Damage Repair, Knock Down. Free
estimates. Insured. Family Business.

Over 35 Years Exp. 
651.222.4227

Complete Lawn Care
Weekly Mowing
Call for details.

Kevin, 612-554-4124
****A Greener Lawn****

ROOFING FREE ESTIMATES
ALL TYPES - LOWEST PRICES

Scott Claussen Construction
651-338-4018

Lic BC162315 (insured)

Doors Open Minneapolis

Southside Pride needs a 
Managing Editor

Job description:

Part time: three days a week

About 15 hours a week

About three weeks a month 

$17/an hour

Handle administrative details and 
proofread the paper.

Please send resume and 
samples of your writing to 

edfelien@southsidepride.com 

763-785-1472    

MnBC 006016     Since 1983 

Steel Roofing  

 

Call/Text /Online   Quarve.com 

9 Cemetary lots at 
Sunset Memorial.

$4,500 value each,
Sell for $1,800 each.

612-229-3701 Fresh Heir Delivery is looking for a news-
paper carrier available for 2-4 residential 
routes per week in the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
area. The carrier’s role will be viewed as an 
independent contractor.

The role pays about an average of  $13-15/
hr per route. Routes are dedicated to the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul area.

If  you are interested in this opportunity, 
please send your information to FreshHeir-
Delivery@gmail.com including your name, 
phone number and resume/qualifications (if  
possible), or call 612-669-5520 and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible. Serious 
inquiries only.  
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We know pets are family. 
We help families 

stay together.

Serving the greater Powderhorn and Phillips neighborhoods.

Donations of dog and cat food, cat litter and gently used pet supplies are appreciated.
Volunteers needed.

www.peopleandpetstogether.org

People & Pets Together pet food shelf
3755 Bloomington Ave., Minneapolis
(612) 722-9998


