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July Update 

Another month, another momentous set of changes impacting recruiting and NCAA student-athletes! 

July 1 is now “NIL Day” as the NCAA adopted rule changes allowing student-athletes “the opportunity 

to benefit from their name, image and likeness.” In a dizzying month, allowing students to monetize 

their social media feeds and other intellectual property comes fast on the back of the Supreme 

Court’s ruling that the NCAA cannot limit school’s ability to provide “educationally related expenses” 

as part of athletic scholarship packages. Overall, it was tough month for the status quo in college 

sports. We are going to look at these massive shifts, talk about how these changes can impact your 

college search, and try to help you separate fact from myth on NIL reform! 

The big NIL news is that student-athletes may now benefit from their intellectual property. That 

means you can monetize your social accounts, do public speaking, sign autographs, run a summer 

camp, sell t-shirts… there are a LOT of possibilities and a lot of folks looking for a fast buck today. If 

you focus on building your “brand” as an athlete and not rushing into things, this is a BIG 

opportunity! It is important to point out that most of the noise you will hear today about athletes 

starting their own t-shirt brands and other business ventures will not generate significant income in 

the end – but some will! If you are looking to monetize your NIL rights, there are a few things you 

need to remember: 

• You need to report all NIL income to your school (they will be reporting to the NCAA) 

• Pay to play or “recruiting inducements” are still violations, you know whether you are being 

paid for your name/image/likeness or just taking cash for playing… take the cash and you 

put your career in serious jeopardy. Now more than ever. 

• You CAN work with an agent or advisor on monetizing NIL rights. 

• Most schools are partnering exclusively with firms to help their students take advantage of 

these opportunities. You may want to explore existing influencer services like webfluential 

that have a track record of helping many creators benefit from their social media accounts! 

• Connecting with fans and creating community is what will generate real income now and in 

the future for student-athletes. This is NOT easy money, but if it fuels you to engage there is a 

very high ceiling for NCAA athletes now and using their platform in the future! 

In terms of the Supreme Court, their ruling was significant, but narrow. It completely removed the 

NCAA’s ability to limit “educationally related expenses” and sent the case back to district court. The 

impact of this decision is more of a long-term issue. The NCAA still has the power to define exactly 

what an “educationally related expense” is and a sympathetic ear in the judiciary, but the arguments 

they made in court were embarrassing. There is a big opening for other entities to take the lead in 

regulating college athletics and it is not clear the NCAA’s leadership can respond in a proactive way. 

In the short term, the case remains in district court and there is no immediate impact on recruiting. 

I was planning on ending the newsletter at this point, but social media is doing what it does, so here 

is a reality check on a few issues that have been raised about NIL reform: 

• NIL payments come from outside entities, NOT the colleges. 

• Female student-athletes will benefit from these rule changes at LEAST as much as the men. 

You may not hear about it on ESPN quite as quickly, but the biggest winners today are a 

couple of women’s basketball players from Fresno State. 

• NIL payments will (for almost all student-athletes) be lower than $6,000 per year and thus 

will NOT impact financial aid calculations! 

https://www.ncaa.org/about/taking-action
https://www.ncaa.org/about/taking-action
https://webfluential.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/ncaa-nil-fresno-state-cavinder-twins-boost-mobile-endorsement-female-athletes-benefit-103459408.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/ncaa-nil-fresno-state-cavinder-twins-boost-mobile-endorsement-female-athletes-benefit-103459408.html


• International students are a major afterthought in this process. But they CAN monetize their 

NIL rights just like their domestic peers as these payments are clearly related to their 

educational activities (in this case athletic participation).  

• NIL guidance specifically EXCLUDES “pay to play” or “recruiting inducements.” If you got 

caught cheating, or try to cheat now, you will get nailed. Because of reporting requirements, 

cheating is an even bigger mistake now than it ever was. And NO, Reggie Bush, the Fab Five, 

and everyone else who took money to choose a school or based on performance is still 

violating NCAA rules. Equating NIL Reform to corruption is both dishonest and deeply 

problematic, this does NOT mean guys taking payoffs did anything other than cheat. And if 

they do it tomorrow, they are STILL cheating and are even more likely to get caught. Some big 

name sports reporters where pushing this idea, and it is not only wrong, but destructive to 

college athletics. There should be serious consequences for them, it was journalistic 

malpractice and just plain corrupt. 

It seems a segment of people are going to take the “Chicken Little” approach to NIL Reform and 

claim the NCAA “sky is falling.” These people are wrong. This is a change and will give student-

athletes more freedom to choose schools and more power over their own careers. Obviously, that 

threatens some folks directly and others just because it changes the status quo. College Athletic 

Advisor is going to stick with the facts and help you navigate as the world evolves! 

As always, if you are looking for the individualized or institutional consulting help that puts you ahead 

in our new post-pandemic world, check out our services here! You can make an initial appointment 

through the link on our homepage! School administrators and counselors access our free resources, 

appointments and programs for school collaboration here. 

For more information, contact Dave Morris, College Counselor & CEO, College Athletic Advisor, 

dave@collegeathleticadvisor.com or phone: (719) 248-7994 
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