Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
455 Hunter Avenue, West Islip, NY 11795
Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor
Rev. Gregory Breen, Associate Pastor
Rev. Sylvester Chukwumalume, in Residence
Chaplain, Southside Hospital
Rev. Freddy Lozano, in Residence
Deacon John De Guardi, Deacon Tom Lucie,
Deacon Rich Maher, Deacon Jack Meehan,
Deacon John Teufel
Sr. Nancy Campkin CSJ, Director of Religious Ed
Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry
Sr. Diane Liona CSJ, Director of Religious Ed
Debbie Meyer, Business Manager
Robin Reynolds Brennan, Coordinator of
Worship and Choir Director

Vita Scorcia, Ministry Spiritual Director

Parish Office

Phone: 631.661.3224
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-7:30pm
Friday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-3:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm
E-mail: ParishOffice@ollchurch.org
Fax: 631.661.7143
Website: www.ollchurch.org

Liturgical Schedule

Phone: 631.587.7200
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
E-mail: principal@ollschool.org

Daily Mass
8:30am
Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm
and 6:00pm
Reconciliation/Confession
Saturday: 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment
Rosary
Daily at 8:00am
Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday at 8:00am

Religious Education Office

Sacraments

Our Lady of Lourdes School

Phone: 631.661.5440
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-Noon,
1:00pm-5:00pm, 7:00pm-9:00pm
E-mail: ReligiousEd@ollchurch.org

Parish Outreach Office

Phone: 631.661.9262
Monday-Friday: 9:30am-3:30pm

SAGE (Senior Advocates for Growth and Enrichment)
Phone: 631.661.3224, Ext. 122
E-mail: Sage@ollchurch.org

Anointing of the Sick
Throughout the liturgical year. If needed sooner, please call the
Parish Office.
Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule an appointment.
Marriage
Arranged at least six months in advance, please call the Parish
Office.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
A process to be embraced by the Catholic Church. For nonCatholics and for Catholics who have never received formal
religious education. If interested, please call the Parish Office.

Third Sunday of Advent • Sunday, December 16, 2018

Welcome to our Parish Family
New Parishioners are cordially invited to register as members of
our Parish Family. Please call or visit our Parish Office.

Remember: Together, we can do something beautiful for God!
- Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Pastoral Council

Mission Statement

Msgr. Brian McNamara
Eileen Rega
Mary Borgs
Lisa Cantalino
Sonia DaSilva
Nilo DeLeon
Jerry Esposito
Trish Frodell
Pam Gagliano
Deborah Lamb
Rosalie Mangels
Deacon Jack Meehan
John Muldoon
Dottie Perdue
Vita Scorcia

As stewards of all that God has given us, the Parish Family of Our
Lady of Lourdes serves and ministers to all who come to this place.
Regardless of a person’s history, ethnicity, gender, orientation, age or
race, we commit ourselves to open wide the doors of our Parish to
provide a place of welcome and hospitality.

Readings for the Week of December 16
Sunday:
Zep 3:14-18a/ Phil 4:4-7/ Lk 3:10-18(9)
Monday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/ Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday:
Jer 23:5-8/ Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/ Lk 1:5-25
Thursday: Is 7:10-14/ Lk 1:26-38
Friday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/ Lk 1:39-45
Saturday:
1 Sm 1:24-28/ Lk 1:46-56
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/ Heb 10:5-10/ Lk 1:39-45

Parish Staff
Patti Anderson
Parish Office/Bulletin Editor
AnnMarie Buonaspina
Director of Youth Choirs
Michael Buonaspina
Parish Organist
Maggie Frodell
Parish Office
Carol Grillo
Parish Office
Stephanie Hahn
Parish Office
Rita Spera
Religious Education Office
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Financial Summary
December 9, 2018
Weekly Collection
Weekly Budget
+/- for the week
Immaculate Conception
Religious Retirement

$ 15,467.00
- $ 17,800.00
$ (2,333.00)
$
$

2,693.00
4,283.00

The estimated weekly collection needed to maintain and operate our
parish buildings, ministries, programs and salaries is $17,800.

We are now half-way through the season of Advent. Today, we light the pink or rose candle. The
lighting of the pink candle indicates a shift in our liturgical focus. The past two weeks we have been
focusing on the coming of Christ at the end of time; now the readings focus on the coming of Christ at
Christmas. This Sunday is often referred to as “Gaudete Sunday”. “Gaudete” means rejoice. You may
note that in our Second Reading today, St. Paul states: “Brothers and sisters, rejoice always!” We still
have 7 more “praying days” until Christmas but time is getting short.
I especially want to encourage everyone to go to Confession and celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. On Monday, December 17, two (2) priests will be in the Church from 3:00pm –
8:00pm for confessions. Come by and prepare your heart for Christmas by allowing God to remove
your sins.

Pastor’s Letter

Dear Parishioners:

As you recall, the Christ-child was born in a manger because there was no room at the inn. In our
present time, we, too, often do not have any room in the inn of heart because our sinfulness fills up our
heart. Allow the Lord to remove that sinfulness so that we will have room in the inn of our heart to
welcome Christ at Christmas.
For some of us, maybe our last confession was 5 months ago. For others of us, it may have been 25
years ago. If we do not take advantage of this opportunity this year, next year it will be 26 years! The
further away we have been from the sacrament, the harder it is to go. But, I know that if you have
been away from confession for awhile and come to confession, the priest will say, “Welcome; I’m glad
you made it”. St. Augustine often said, “God is more anxious to bestow his blessings upon us, than
we are to receive them.” Allow God to bestow his blessings and grace upon you by receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Also, this week, we will be doing a special prayer/meditation service: Advent Stations. The Stations
of the Cross we pray during Lent focuses on the suffering and sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. The
“Advent Stations” focus on salvation history and God’s Promise to send us a Messiah and Redeemer
to save us. Stop by and spend some quality praying time before Christmas.
Remember: Together, we can do something beautiful for God.
In Christ,
Fr. Brian

PS:

Don’t forget to hand in your chances for our 50/50 drawing which will take place after Christmas. Send them in by mail or drop them off at the rectory. As the saying goes, “you have to in
it to win it!” So, be in it and win it! Think about giving the chances as a Christmas gift to your
family and friends. It will be a nice way to help the parish at the same time. Give them as
Christmas gifts to your adult children! The drawing will take place after the 12:30pm Mass on
Sunday, January 13.
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Altar Society

Altar linens this week will be cared for by Joyce Petersen. If you would like to help care for our
altar needs, please call the Parish Office at 631-661-3224.

Members in the Military

We ask that you pray especially for those in our parish that are on active duty in the Middle East
conflict.
Michael DiMatteo-US Marines
Michael Fantauzzi-US Air Force
Christopher Florca-US Marines
Dominick Gennaro - US Army
Patrick Harty-US Coast Guard
Colby Matthew Kelly-US Army
Anthony Mannino-US Marines
Anthony Memoli-US Marines
Stephen Rolston-US Army
Michael Wilkinson-US Army
Peter Zaccaria-US Navy
… and remember those of our parish family that are in the armed services, listed in our Parish
Book of Intentions.

Pastoral Care of Our Sick

Around the Parish

Please call the Parish Office at 631-661-3224 to leave the
names of parishioners who:
• Are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist.
• Are in Good Samaritan Hospital and/or a local nursing
home and would like to be visited by a member of our
Pastoral Care Ministry.
• Would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick.
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Pray for Our Sick

Please remember to keep in your thoughts and prayers …
Andrew Arena, Germaine Bruno, Grace Ciccarello, Rose Contelmo, Diane Cullen,
Margaret DeLuca, Amanda DiTingo, Thomas Doty, Paula Edwards, Anna Ferrante, Mike Ferrante,
Gianna Fioravanti, Jack Fitzgerald, Kathleen Mooney Gordan, David Hannigan, Denis Heffron,
Josephine Heffron, Patrick Anthony Heffron, Thomas Hicks, Jr., Henry Kahn, Shena Kahn,
Tom Kaval, Bridget Keane, Anne Kerrigan, George Koehler, Dolores Lazarich, Amy Lillis,
Bruce Linhart, Lyn Marczyk, Connell McGee, Una McGrade, Marge Nangano, Dolores Oliver,
Roberta Palumbo, Kenny Panek, Phyllis Pasciuta, Connie Polik, Fred Polik, Dorothy Proctor,
Mary Quinn, Joseph Roccaro, Joseph J. Schiavoni, Anne Marie Schiraldi, Dorothy Schumann,
Natalie Stone, Roger Welden, Marie Wilson

Names of the sick will be listed for six weeks for short-term requests and six months for long-term.

Monday, December 17
8:30am
Brigitte Krauss-Reis

Rest In Peace
Gloria Tuestas Alvarez
Jeffrey Dorohow
Albert Eppers
We extend our prayerful
sympathy to the families
and loved ones of those
recently deceased.

Tuesday, December 18
8:30am
Thomas Brando
Wednesday, December 19
8:30am
Santos J. Ruisi
Thursday, December 20
9:30am
James Amend

Celebrating Sacraments

Mass Intentions

Friday, December 21
St. Peter Canisius
8:30am
Edward Conte
Saturday, December 22
8:30am
Albina & Alex Sipplak, Pietro Bruno,
Philomena & Vincent DiCamillo,
Antonio Procopio, Amelia Frascinella,
For the Intention of Farrah
5:00pm

Joseph & Helen Nolan
Fr. Greg Breen

Sunday, December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00am
John Mullins
Fr. Greg Breen

Baptism
Dylan James Gilchriest

9:30am

Josephine Sabella & Family
Fr. Greg Breen

11:00am

Charles & Georgette Van Manen and
Fred & Charlene Hervey
Msgr. Brian McNamara

12:30pm

Deacon Jack Meehan & Family (Living)
Msgr. Brian McNamara

6:00pm

People of the Parish, Robert Kelleher,
Patricia D’Angelo, Marie MacNamee,
Jo-Ann Parmely, Giuseppe Cacciatore
Msgr. Brian McNamara
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Try to do one of these loving actions during the week and when you come
to church on Sunday, place your slips of paper into the crib of Jesus so
Jesus will sleep on a soft bed of your loving actions for others.

SAY A PRAYER FOR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY BEFORE YOU
GO TO BED AT NIGHT.
LIKE ST. NICHOLAS, DO A SPECIAL, SECRET, NICE ACT FOR
SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY.
SAY A SPECIAL PRAYER BEFORE YOU EAT DINNER WITH YOUR
FAMILY ASKING GOD TO BLESS EVERYONE.
BE GENEROUS BY GIVING A GIFT TO THE POOR THROUGH
OUR PARISH “GIVING TREE” PROGRAM.
(Write your own special, loving act that you did.)

_________________________________________________________
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ADVENT OFFERINGS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17:
3:00pm – 8:00pm

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18:
7:00PM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22:
1:00pm – 2:00pm
4:00pm – 5:00pm

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS
CHURCH: Confessors will be available throughout this time.

ADVENT STATIONS
CHURCH: Stop by and pray this series of mediations (similar to
the Stations of the Cross) on the upcoming birth of Christ.

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS
CHURCH: Confessors will be available throughout these two
times.

***DECEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 16:

GIVING TREE GIFT PROGRAM FOR THE NEEDY***
See the Bulletin for details on helping the needy.

DECEMBER 16 – JANUARY 20 Come and visit Bethlehem as seen in Nativity sets from various
countries of the world.

*PLEASE SEE THE BULLETIN/WEBSITE (ollchurch.org) FOR DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS*

Below please find a set of 3 chances. It is a 50-50 drawing. Chances are $50 each or 3 chances for $100.
1st place winner will win 35% of the money, 2nd place will win 10% of the money and 3rd place will win
5% of the money. You have to be in it to win it! The drawing will take place on Sunday, January 13 after
the 12:30pm Mass. Hopefully, the Wise Men will bring you a gift of a winning ticket!
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RESTORE
OUR CONVENT
As of December 10, 2018:
Parish Goal:
$442,840
Percentage attained:
79%
Amount Pledged:
$328,611
Total Paid to Date: $294,604
Number of Pledges:
713
As members of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, we are faced with a challenge that we can only overcome together. As you
know from the recent mailing, there are urgent maintenance needs at our convent. It is important that each and every
member of the Our Lady of Lourdes Parish family participates in this worthy project. It is only by our generosity in making a sacrificial gift that we will be able to accomplish our objectives. We have established a goal of $442,000 in order
to accomplish our objectives. While this seems like a large amount, participation by all members of the parish family
will make this goal not only attainable, but one that we can surpass. If every family pledges $400, after a $40 down
payment, your sacrifice would be $1 a day for one year. We can all do that. If you are able to pledge a higher amount,
please do so. We’re asking for equal sacrifice, not equal giving.
TOTAL PLEDGE 10% DOWN

$5,000

$500

QUARTERLY PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENTS
4 PAYMENTS
12 PAYMENTS

$1,125

$375

$2,500

$250

$563

$188

$1,000

$100

$225

$75

$750

$75

$169

$56

$400

$40

$90

$30

As you make your gift, please
remember…
• Pledges and one time donations

•

•
•

Please make your check payable to:

Restore Our Convent Campaign
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City/ State/Zip: __________________________
Phone: _________________________________
Env. #: _________________________________
Email: _________________________________
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are welcomed and greatly appreciated.
Payment reminders will be
mailed to you in accordance with
your payment plan.
All contributions are deductible
for tax purposes.
Any questions?
Call Fr. Brian at 631-661-3224

I/we pledge to the Campaign as follows:
Amount of Pledge/ Donation:
Down Payment:
Balance:

$ __________
$ __________
$ __________

I /we prefer to pay the balance:
Monthly ______
Quarterly ______
Please send information about paying my pledge by
Credit or Debit card
Signature
________________________________________

The Giving Tree

In anticipation of the great event Christmas!

The Giving Tree has been decorated with tags so that you may help those in need this
Christmas. Please return your gift by Sunday, December 16th so that there is time to
sort and distribute the gifts. We ask that the gifts are brought in unwrapped but we
will gladly accept wrapping paper, bows and tags so that the families can wrap the
gifts for their loved ones. Thank you for all the support you give to Outreach.

Christmas Candles

This year, we are once again offering a Loving Candle which will be placed in the
Tabernacle area and lit on Christmas Eve. This symbolic light will remain in the
Tabernacle area for the life of the candle (approximately a week). This is a beautiful
way to remember our loved ones - both living and deceased. The Loving Candles will
be available after all the Masses on Dec. 15-16 and Dec. 22-23, as well as at the Parish
Office (Rectory) during the week, for a donation of $10. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the Parish Office at 631.661.3224, ext. 121.

Thank you for you generosity!

Religious give thanks. “This money is pure gift,” writes a religious sister of the support made
possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious. “It enables us to continue providing care for our
elderly sisters.” Your gift to last week’s collection helps hundreds of religious communities meet
pressing retirement needs, while continuing to serve the People of God.
Thank you for your generosity!

Christmas Flower Offerings

Christmas Flower offerings received by Sunday, December 2 will be published in the Dec. 25
bulletin. Offerings received after that date will be published in subsequent bulletins.
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Gabriel’s Courage Perinatal Support Program

Gabriel’s Courage is a family centered program for families who receive a
life-limiting prenatal diagnosis during their pregnancy. The program offers a
multidisciplinary team approach to care and support throughout pregnancy, birth
and post birth. Gabriel’s Courage is a program of Catholic Health Services and
Good Shepherd Hospice. This program offers hope, affirms life and provides an
opportunity for the family to welcome their baby, as well as assisting in saying
goodbye. Gabriel’s Courage is seeking financial support to continue this important program. If you are interested in making a donation to Gabriel’s Courage, please contact Good
Shepherd Hospice Development Office at 631-465-6350.
At times, infant burial can be challenging financially. Gabriel’s Courage seeks to honor the lives
of these babies and support parents in their wishes to bury their child. A burial is the last act of
parenting for some of our families. We ask that you consider donating resources for burials which
could include financial support or donation of an available grave. If you are interested in making a
donation, please contact Peter Ryan, Director of Catholic Cemeteries, at 516-334-7990, Ext. 109.
Thank you for your support of this special program and the recipients in its care.

Pregnant? Need Help?

Birthright, Inc. 24 Hour Helpline 1-800-550-4900
Islip: 631-277-3888 - Hampton Bays: 631-728-8900 - Rocky Point: 631-821-9727
Southold: 631-876-5138 - Wantagh 516-785-4070

Come and worship with the new OLL Youth Orchestra!

Around the Parish

The orchestra will be at Mass on the following date:
Tuesday, December 25th at the 11:00am Mass
Interested in joining us? Please contact annmarie@ollchurch.org.
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Donations to Outreach

If you would like to make a donation to Parish Outreach in memory of a loved one, please call
Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry at 631-661-3224.
Toilet Paper
Bar Soap
Hamburger Helper
Rice A Roni
Shampoo

Looking for volunteers to join the Altar Society. Pick up church linens, wash, iron and
return them to the sacristy. We currently have nine members, which means you would be
responsible once every nine weeks. The more members we have, the longer in between
obligations. If interested, please call the rectory and leave your name and number or call
me direct - Joyce Petersen (631) 539-2917.

Around the Parish

Volunteers Needed!

Men’s Prayer Group-evening

An evening Men’s Prayer Group! It will be held once a month, on the third Tuesday of each month
from 7:30pm until 8:30pm. The next meeting will be on Tuesday night, December 18 in the
Spiritual Life Center. Come with your ideas. We’ll read and discuss the Liturgy for the following
Sunday Mass. For more information, call Clifford Proctor at 631-669-3198.

Men’s Prayer Group-morning

We invite all men of the parish to meet for prayer and reflection after the 8:30am Mass on Thursday,
December 20 in the Parish Center. We meet once a month to read and discuss the Scriptures for
the following Sunday. Come with your ideas and suggestions. We’ll gather for conversation and
fellowship.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

What’s it all about?
IF you are an adult AND
… you were never Baptized
… you were Baptized in another faith and would like to become a baptized Catholic
… you never received Holy Communion (Eucharist)
… you never received your Confirmation
IF you are an adult AND one or more of the circumstances above apply to you …
IF you feel you would like to become a baptized Catholic or become more fully initiated into your
Catholic faith… Our email address is RCIA@ollchurch.org or call the Parish Office at 631-661-3224,
and we would be happy to help you.
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In addition to our parish website (ollchurch.org), please visit us on Facebook
at The Parish Family of Our Lady of Lourdes. Click “Like” and you will
receive the latest news on upcoming parish events and information.

Ministry of Praise

Members pray at home for the intentions of the Church and Parish; designed for the homebound,
senior citizens, etc. Monthly calendar is available in the Narthex. Prayer requests can be left in
the Ministry of Praise box along with the name and address of any homebound person who might
want a copy of the calendar mailed to them (please print).

Good Samaritan Prayer Group of L.I.

The Good Samaritan Prayer Group of Long Island holds their meetings every
Friday from 3:00pm until 5:00pm. (except the first Friday of the month), from
September through June, in Room 16 of the OLL School Bldg. All are welcome
to experience singing, praying and fellowship.

Prayer for Divine Mercy

An invitation to all men and women to be part of God’s plan. We invite you to meet in prayer for
the world and our nation to put their trust in God. Our hope is that the nations will have a new
spirit of morality. Please come with your love and hope for humanity as well as your prayer
requests. We gather together every Thursday at 1:30pm before the Blessed Sacrament for about
one half hour. For more information, call Charles Argento at 631-586-8528.

Boy Scout Troop 179

For over 40 years, Our Lady of Lourdes has been sponsoring Boy Scout Troop
179 of West Islip. We meet every Thursday during the school year in the
School Cafeteria from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. If you are interested in joining
Boy Scouts, check out our website and stop by a meeting!
Website: http://witroop179.wix.com/bsatroop179#
Email: WIBSATroop179@outlook.com

Families Anonymous

Around the Parish

Are you at your wit’s end? Is someone you love destroying family harmony?
Families Anonymous Can Help! For further information, please call Donna at: 631-589-3790
or visit: www.familiesanonymous.org
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Anxiety Disorder Sufferers

A Recovery Group for those suffering from Anxiety Disorder meets on Tuesdays from 2:00pm 4:00pm in the Spiritual Life Center (in Convent building). The Group is led by a trained and
certified Anxiety Disorder Group Leader.
For more information, please call Michael at 631-968-9154.

Support Groups (all meetings are in Lourdes Hall - lower level of Convent)

Alcoholics Anonymous: Monday and Tuesday at 8pm and Saturday at 11am and 7pm.
ALANON: Wednesday at 10:00am. Beginner’s meeting at 9:30am. Free babysitting available.

Thank You
We would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to the wonderful “Mailing Team”
that, once again, answered the call to help with our Christmas mailing. We would like
to thank John Amabile, Connie Ambrosino, Marilyn Barthel, Diane Belliveau,
Marie Davidson, Tammy Davies, Rosemary & Al Feliney, Joanne & Ed Guiffré,
Sara Iannaccone, Peggy Kapalko, Steve MacQuade, Judy Mahoney, Ann Mannarino,
Rosalie & George Mangels, Joanne Marquardt, Theresa Meehan, Al Roessler,
Marion Salgado, Stella Schweit, Nancy Sisson, Dona Teague, and Sr. Anna Marie
Vigorito. Thank you, too, to those who are not listed, that I may have missed. Let us
not forget, Rita Spera, Religious Education Office, who prints ALL the letters-front and back, raffle tickets,
etc. It is a monumental task and we thank you for your time and talent. We could not get these mailings done
for Christmas, and throughout the year, without each one of you!
-Fr. Brian and Debbie Meyer, Business Manager

Congratulations to the following young OLL parishioners who have achieved Honor Roll
status at St. Anthony’s High School for the first quarter of the 2018-2019 year. Good
work! We are very proud of you!

Jared Barker
Lance Berger
Christopher Campo
Kayla Dantini
Nadeige Eugene

Thomas George
Jillian Keogh
Thomas Lotito
Christine Martinez
Melissa Murphy

Kamryn Paccione
Madison Paccione
Drew Paccione
Kayla Prince
Brian Rizzo

Christopher Salinas
Carly Santore
Ivana Telesmanic
Sean Tripp
Katharina Waldbaum

All Volunteers - VIRTUS TRAINING

Are you aware that the Diocese of Rockville Centre requires all volunteers (18 years or older) to attend the
Virtus class? CYO Coaches, Religious Education, Catechists, Cantors, Ushers, Parish Volunteers (feast
workers, mailing team, etc.) are all required to complete the Virtus training course, if they have not yet done
so. You MUST register online by visiting www.Virtus.org, then click the link for first time registrants. View
the list of sessions to find a course, and then complete the registration online.
PLEASE NOTE: After completion of VIRTUS training, you will receive a certificate of completion. Please
retain your certificate and training completion date for future use.
If you have already taken the VIRTUS course you need not repeat it.

Church Census Information

The process of updating our Parish Data System information is an ongoing process. We ask that you please
submit any recent changes -- address, family members, phone numbers, etc. With your help, our parish data
information will be more accurate, and receipt of Parish Offering Envelopes and other church information can
be distributed more efficiently.
Please mail the information to the Parish Office or email to parishoffice@ollchurch.org.
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Christmas Tree Blessing

Lord Jesus,
Encircle this tree with your blessing.
Make its twinkling lights remind us of the hope and
promise of your coming.
May we find joy in the memories we share
in its tinsel and trimmings.
May the presents we place beneath it
give rise to an appreciation for the gift
of your presence among us.
We ask this in your holy name.
Amen.

Volunteer Needed

Catholic Charities’ Amityville location is looking for a volunteer to assist with answering the
phones and re-directing calls to the proper departments. The ideal volunteer will be bi-lingual
(English/Spanish), courteous and helpful and have some prior reception or switchboard experience, which is helpful but not necessary. Hours would be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
from 9:00am to 12:00 noon. If you are interested and available for this volunteer opportunity,
please contact: Mary Ellen Kwiecinski, Volunteer & Intern Coordinator at 516-733-7044
Your time and talent will be greatly appreciated!
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Bereavement Support Groups

Good Shepherd Hospice Bereavement Services are opened, at no charge, to anyone in the community who has
experienced a loss through death. Upcoming Bereavement Support Groups, led by a Bereavement Specialist,
include:
Spousal/Partner Loss Support Group: 1/10/18-2/28/18 from 5:00pm-6:30pm
Adult Loss of Parent or Sibling Loss Support Group: 1/10/18-2/28/18 from 6:45pm-8:15pm
Groups are held at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, 9 Clinton Ave., Bay Shore, NY.
Registration required at 631-828-7628.

Do you need to fulfill your Marriage Prep Requirement?

Engaged Encounter is an effective Pre-Cana program designed to provide you with the tools
for a successful marriage. Couples are given the opportunity to explore many aspects of their
relationship through a series of presentations, writings and dialog.
There are no group discussions. Our next weekends will be held as follows:
Feb. 8-10, 2019 - Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington, NY
Aug. 9-11, 2019 - Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington, NY
Nov. 15-17, 2019 - Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington, NY
For information please call Lenny & Pat Walker at: 631-563-1032
or visit: www.engagedencounterli.org

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Light a spiritual fire in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb. 8-10, 2019 in
Huntington, NY and Apr. 26-28, 2019 in Huntington, NY. For more information, call John &
Toni Torio at 877-697-9963 or visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/.

Camp Fatima & Camp Bernadette in New Hampshire

Camp Fatima for boys and Camp Bernadette for girls are now accepting registrations for
the 2019 summer season. The camps, located in the Lakes region of NH, offer 2-week
overnight sessions for children, ages 6-15. Round trip bus transportation is available out of
Long Island. For more information, or to request a brochure, contact Brendan Stackhouse
at 603-364-5851 or e-mail brendan@bfcamp.com, or visit and register online at
www.bfcamp.com. Please don’t wait as sessions fill up quickly. The gift of a summer
camp experience could be the ideal Christmas present for your child or grandchild.
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Retreat Center

310 Cenacle Road, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
631-588-8366

Evening of Prayer for Peace...

in our hearts, among our loved ones, and in our world as we welcome in the New Year.

December 31, 2018 - January 1, 2019
A festive dinner at 6:00pm will open the evening, followed by a presentation by Fr. Larry Lewis, time for
personal reflection, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and celebration of the Eucharist as we herald the
beginning of the New Year.
Presenter: Fr. Larry Lewis, M.M.
Offering: $150 – Festive dinner included. Commuters: $110
$50 deposit required to hold your reservation

Spa Retreat for Women

January 18-20, 2019
The story of the Visitation of Mary and Elizabeth teaches us an important lesson: when Christ is growing inside of us, we will be led to people, places, and situations that we never dreamed of. In the very
act of consoling others, we will be consoled. How does your spiritual life influence your journey, body,
mind, and spirit? Body work will be available at an additional offering of $30 per half hour – optional.
Presenters: Cenacle Sisters and Team
Offering: $275 – No Sunday lunch No Commuters
$50 deposit required to hold your reservation

Job Fair - Tuesday, January 15, 2019 - 9:30am-2:30pm
hosted by the Long Island Job Finder website & newspaper

Radisson Hotel Hauppauge
110 Vanderbuilt Motor Pkwy, Hauppauge, NY 11788
FREE Admission for job seekers!
MANY TOP COMPANIES LOOKING FOR GREAT NEW HIRES!
Wear proper attire and bring plenty of copies of your resumé.

Religion and Rock
Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7:00am to 8:00am on WBAB
102.3 FM or 95.3 on the East End of Long Island. Listen on Saturdays at 11:00pm on Sirius Radio,
Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and at 11:00pm on XM Satellite, Channel 117. Next Sunday’s
theme is “Christmas Special”.
To listen online or for more information, visit: www.ReligionandRock.com.
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Growing with the Gospel

Sharing the Gospel
How can you show you love God?
Instead of keeping all of your
clothes and food, share some with
people who don't have any. Be
happy and thankful for all God has
given you. When you love God
more than money, you'll be happy
to share.

Mission for the Week
The next time you go grocery shopping with your parents, ask if
you can pick out some foods to share with the poor. As a family,
talk about how thankful you are for the many ways God takes
care of you.

Prayer

Dear God,
Help me to
share happily
with others.
Amen.

Something
to Draw
Draw a picture
of yourself
sharing a
snack with a
classmate who
has none.
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