
 

  

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

455 Hunter Avenue, West Islip, NY  11795 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  •  February 7, 2016 

Parish Office 
Phone: 661.3224, press 1 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-7:30pm 

Friday: 9:00am-5:00pm  

Saturday: 9:00am-3:00pm  

Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm 

E-mail: ParishOffice@ollchurch.org 

Fax: 661.7143 

Website: www.ollchurch.org 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes School  
Phone: 587.7200, press 2 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 

E-mail: lkrol@ollschool.org 
 

Religious Education Office  
Phone: 661.5440, press 3 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-Noon,  

1:00pm-5:00pm, 7:00pm-9:00pm 

E-mail: ReligiousEd@ollchurch.org 
 

Parish Outreach Office 
Phone: 661.9262, press 4 

Monday-Friday: 9:30am-3:30pm 
 

SAGE (Senior Advocates for Growth and Enrichment) 

Phone: 661.3224, Ext. 122 

E-mail: Sage@ollchurch.org 

 

Liturgical Schedule 
 

Daily Mass 

8:30am  

Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 5:00pm  

Sunday:   8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 

and 6:00pm 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday: 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment 

Rosary 

Daily at 8:00am 

Miraculous Medal Novena 

Monday at 8:00am 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick 

Throughout the liturgical year. If needed sooner, please call 

the Parish Office. 

Baptism 

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule an appointment. 

Marriage 

Arranged at least six months in advance, please call the Parish 

Office. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  

A process to be embraced by the Catholic Church.  For  non-

Catholics and for Catholics who have never received formal 

religious education. If interested, please call the Parish Office. 

Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor  

Rev. Andrew Garnett, Associate Pastor  

 

Deacon John De Guardi, Deacon Tom Lucie, 

Deacon Jack Meehan, Deacon John Teufel 
 

Sr. Nancy Campkin CSJ, Director of Religious Ed 

Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry 

Louise Jane Krol, School Principal 

Sr. Diane Liona CSJ, Director of Religious Ed 

Debbie Meyer, Business Manager 

Robin Reynolds Brennan, Coordinator of  

     Worship and Choir Director 

Vita Scorcia, Ministry Spiritual Director 
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Welcome to our Parish Family 
New Parishioners are cordially invited to register as  members of 

our Parish Family.  Please call or visit our Parish Office.  

Pastoral Council 
Msgr. Brian McNamara 

Eileen Rega 

Mary Borgs 

Lisa Cantalino 

Sonia DaSilva 

Nilo DeLeon 

Jerry Esposito 

Trish Frodell 

Pam Gagliano 

Deborah Lamb 

Rosalie Mangels 

Deacon Jack Meehan 

John Muldoon 

Dottie Perdue 

Vita Scorcia 

Parish Staff 
Patti Anderson 

Parish Office 

AnnMarie Buonaspina 

Director of Youth Choirs 

Michael Buonaspina 

Parish Organist 

Anne Gregg 

School Office 

Mary Anne Lettieri 

Parish Office 

Rita Spera 

Religious Education Office 

Lori Walsh 

Bulletin Editor/Website 

Pat Young 

Parish Office 

 

Remember: Together, we can do something beautiful for God! 
                           - Mother Teresa 

Mission Statement 

As stewards of all that God has given us, the Parish Family of 

Our Lady of Lourdes serves and ministers to all who come to 

this place.   
 

Regardless of a person’s history, ethnicity, gender, orientation, 

age or race, we commit ourselves to open wide the doors of our 

Parish to provide a place of welcome and hospitality. 

 Financial  Summary 

 
January 31, 2016 

Weekly Collection     $   21,811.00 

Weekly Budget          -   $   17,800.00 

+/- for the week  $     4,011.00 
 

Catholic School  $      4,432.00 

The estimated weekly collection needed to maintain and operate 

our parish buildings, ministries, programs and salaries is $17,800. 

Readings for the Week of February 7 
Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/ 1 Cor 15:1-11/ Lk 5:1-11 

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/ Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/ Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/ 2 Cor 5:20-6:2/ Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/ Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/ Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/ Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/ Rom 10:8-13/ Lk 4:1-13 
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Dear Parishioners: 

 

At the outset, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their kindness toward 

me and my family concerning the recent death of my mother.  The loss of my mother was very 

difficult for me but I, and my entire family, was certainly comforted by your support and Mass 

cards. Thank you again for your prayerful consolation. 

 

Well, believe it or not, Lent is upon us!  Easter is very early this year – March 27 – so that 

means that Lent is very early as well.  It seems like we were just singing Christmas carols. Ash 

Wednesday is this Wednesday and thus begins the season of Lent.  The schedule for  the 

distribution of ashes is listed in the bulletin.  Basically, we will offer Prayer Services or Masses 

during a variety of times, especially in the afternoon.  We have to block off some time in the 

morning in case there is a funeral. 

 

During the Lenten season, there will be a variety of Spiritual Opportunities that will take place.  

I urge you to take advantage of these Lenten Spiritual Opportunities.  Allow the Lord to touch 

your heart by taking advantage of these spiritual opportunities.  But, as with all opportunities, 

you have to choose to participate or not.  Make the choice for God! 

 

I especially want to point out that during Lent, we will have an additional daily Mass during the 

week.  From Monday to Friday, in addition to the normal 8:30am Mass, we will also have a 

12:10pm Mass.  We will pray the Stations of the Cross every Fr iday at 1:00pm (with the 

school) and at 7:00pm.  Every Tuesday evening, there will be other spiritual and educational 

activities. 

 

I particularly want everyone to set aside March 7 - March 10 for our PARISH MISSION 

which will be led by Deacon Kevin McCormack.  Many of you may know Deacon Kevin from 

the radio; he is the co-host of Religion on the Line on WABC (770AM) every Sunday morning. 

Carve out time for the Parish Mission now.  I am confident that you will be glad that you did.  

Bring a friend, especially if he or she has been away from the church for a period of time.  Be a 

good evangelizer! 

 

Pope Francis has asked that this year  be a special Holy Year  dedicated to MERCY.  Here 

at Our Lady of Lourdes, we will focus on the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.  Each 

month, we will concentrate on one or two works of mercy.  We will sing special “psalms of 

mercy” at Sunday Mass and ask everyone to live out that particular work of mercy (ex.:  bring 

in food for the month dedicated to the corporal works of mercy:  feed the hungry; give drink to 

the thirsty).  I challenge everyone to PRAY the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and to 

concretely LIVE OUT that work of mercy.  Please see the bulletin each week for more infor-

mation and ideas. 

 

Remember:  Together, we can do something beautiful for God. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Brian 
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Parish Spiritual Care Companions 
Do you know a parishioner who is homebound and would welcome a visit from one of our trained 

Parish Spiritual Care Companions?  Please call Rick Danowski at 586.2192, Vita Scorcia at 

669.4717 or Charlie Zeiss at 669.7189. 

Members in the Military 
We ask that you pray especially for those in our parish that are on active duty in the Middle 

East conflict.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

… and remember those of our parish family that are in the armed services, listed in our Parish 

Book of Intentions. 

Michael Fantauzzi-US Air Force 

Christopher Florca-US Marines 

Christopher Jensen-US Air Force 

Edward A. Kelly IV-US Air Force 

Anthony Mannino-US Marines 

James Rooney III-US Marines 

Pastoral Care of Our Sick 
Please call the Parish Office at 661.3224 to leave the names  of 

parishioners who: 

 Are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist. 

 Are in Good Samaritan Hospital and/or a local nursing home 

and would like to be visited by a member of our  Pastoral Care 

Ministry. 

 Would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. 

Altar Society 

Altar linens this week will be cared for by Pat Wissing. If you would like to help care for  

our altar needs, please call the Parish Office at 661.3224. 

Pray for Our Sick 
Please remember to keep in your thoughts and prayers … 
Salvatore Albanese, Carol Alma, Joan Ansman, Mario Baibel, Richard Bombardieri,  

Thomas J. Calogero III, Patricia Carlson, Joan Clark, Kathy Corcoran, Irene Dauria,  
Margaret DeLuca, Joan Demsheck Preston, Amanda DiTingo, Roseann Dorohow, Rosalie Dunne, 
Frank Edwards, Paula Edwards, Jake Feldman, William Fuchs, Mary Gagliardo, Kenneth Garretson,  

Robert Garretson, Sandra Gil, Jeanette Giordano, Ralph Giordano, Jr., Ellen Golda,  

Beau Hamilton, Claire Hansen, Tommy Haughney, Josephine Heffron, Patrick Anthony Heffron, 

Charlene Hervey, Thomas Hicks, Jr., Donald Horne, Betty Infurno, Msgr. William Jablonski,  

Hank Kahn, Shena Kahn, Tom Kaval, Anne Kerrigan, George Koehler, Ann Kotz, Rita LaPiana, 

Patrick Lillis, Sean Lillis, Ellen McGee, Una McGrade, Vinny Meade, Debbie Mees, Dotty Meloni, 

Michael Meyers, Marie Miranda, Ken Monroe, Peter Murray, Ruth Murray, Helen Olsen,  

Nicholas Piotrowski, Nicky Polini, Dorothy Proctor, Jimmy Reilly, John Rickey, Rose Rickey,  

Joseph Sanchez, Maryann Savino, Michael Savino, Joseph J. Schiavoni, Ann Marie Schiraldi, 

Derek Stahl, Lindsey Stahl, Mary Stone, Anthony Tito, Andrew Velten, Linda Ward,  

Steven Witowski, Robert Wolfe, Charles Zeiss 

Names of the sick are listed for five weeks for short-term requests and five months for long-term.  
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Mass Intentions 

Monday, February 8 

St. Jerome Emiliani, St. Josephine Bakhita 

  8:30am Edward J. Garnett, Jr.  

 

Tuesday, February 9 

  8:30am Sophie Mantone 

 

Wednesday, February 10 

Ash Wednesday 

  8:30am Michael Reilly 

12:10pm Steve Hlapotsos 

  7:30pm Deceased of the Parish 

   

Thursday, February 11 

Our Lady of Lourdes, World Day of the Sick 

  8:30am Geralyn Marie Leccese 

12:10pm Rocco Toppi 

 

Friday, February 12 
  8:30am Philomena Battista 

12:10pm Leo Rojas, Sr. 

 

Saturday, February 13 
  8:30am Marian McNamara 

 

  5:00pm Charles Reichert 

    

 

Sunday, February 14 
  8:00am Geralyn Marie Leccese 

    

 

  9:30am Arthur Schatzel 

    

 

11:00am Edward J. Garnett, Jr. 

     

    

12:30pm Michael Walsh 

     

    

  6:00pm People of the Parish, Nadine Amarante, Carl Sanzone 
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Jubilee Year of Mercy  

This year has been designated as a year of mercy by Pope Francis. There will be many 

activities throughout this beautiful year focusing on God's mercy and our mercy towards 

others.  One way to immerse ourselves in this year of mercy will be by praying some of 

the psalms of mercy during our Sunday liturgies.  The psalms reflect all of life's emotions 

- sadness and joy, mercy and compassion, anger and love. Mercy is one of God's most 

highlighted characteristics in the book of psalms.  Each month, we will be praying 

together, in song, one particular psalm that will emphasize God's mercy.  During the 

month of February, let us look at Psalm 103 which links mercy and compassion.  How 

do mercy and compassion interrelate?  Can we have one without the other? 

 

Psalm 103: The Lord Is Kind and Merciful 
 

Refrain:  The Lord is kind and merciful, the Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all my being bless God’s name; 

bless the Lord, and forget not God’s benefits. 
 

God pardons all your iniquities, and comforts your sorrows, 

Redeems your life from destruction and crowns you with kindness. 
 

Merciful, merciful, and gracious is our God; 

Slow to anger, abounding in kindness. 

Now and at the Hour of Our Death 
Catholic Guidance for End-of-Life Decision Making 
 

End of life decisions, for ourselves and for loved ones, are among the 

most challenging we will ever face.  Our Church offers comfort and 

practical guidance.   
 

Visit www.CatholicEndofLife.org to watch the video and read the    

New York State Bishops’ document, “Now and at the Hour of Our 

Death.”  Learn why the Church favors palliative medicine and comfort care, and why the 

Church opposes physician-assisted suicide. 

Healing After Abortion 
Have you suffered an abortion?  Experience God’s love and mercy and begin the journey of  

healing.  Please call the Sisters of Life: 866.575.0075 or email: hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org.  

For men, call Theresa Bonopartis at Lumina: 877.586.4621 or email: Lumina @postabortionhelp.org. 

http://www.CatholicEndofLife.org
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Jubilee Year of Mercy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... You are the visible face of the invisible Father 

Of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy 

 

 
Our Parish Corporal Work of Mercy 

 

for this month is 

 

Feed The Hungry / Give Drink To The Thirsty 

 

 
Please bring donations for our Parish Outreach Pantry 

 

during the month of February 

 

 

Peanut Butter, Tuna, Chili, 

 

Stew, Canned Pasta, Cereal, 

 

Mac & Cheese, Canned Tomatoes 
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The Church in Need 
Next weekend, February 13/14, a collection will be taken for “The Church in Need.”  The monies 

collected at this time will be shared among three areas of the world where there is particular need 

for help: 
 

Church in Central and Eastern Europe - the Collection provides support for basic    

pastoral programs and makes scholarships available for students studying to serve their 

local Church. These students become vital participants in the renewal of the Church in the 

region. 
 

The Church in Latin America faces many difficult challenges. Natural disasters in 

many areas caused lasting damage to the Church, while a significant loss of parishioners 

to migration and to other faiths, the inability to support itself financially, and a lack of 

priests and religious to help effectively minister to the large number of Catholics continue 

to trouble the region. 
 

The Church in Africa – the funds will go to assisting African countries where poverty, 

sickness and political strife prevent people from living in dignity. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
   8:30am Mass (with the distr ibution of ashes dur ing Mass) 

 12:10pm Mass (with the distr ibution of ashes dur ing Mass) 

   2:00pm  Prayer Service (with the distribution of ashes during the Prayer Service) 

   3:00pm  Prayer Service (with the distribution of ashes during the Prayer Service) 

   4:00pm Prayer Service (with the distribution of ashes during the Prayer Service) 

   5:00pm Prayer Service (with the distribution of ashes during the Prayer Service) 

   6:00pm  Prayer Service (with the distribution of ashes during the Prayer Service) 

   7:30pm Mass (with the distr ibution of ashes dur ing Mass) 

Stations of the Cross 
Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus 

Fridays in Lent 

Beginning Friday, February 12 

1:00pm and 7:00pm in the Church 
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Special Keys ...  
 

 

 

Religious Education Kindergarten Program! 

 
We started this program a few years ago and have expanded it so that  

we have a session each month: 

 

February 26  •  March 11  •  April 15  •  May 13  •  June 3 

 
We meet in the Church at 4:30pm on Friday 

and the program lasts about 40 minutes. 

 
Come and see what wonderful opportunities there are for your  

Kindergarten children to learn about their faith!   

 

E-mail to register:  sdiane@ollchurch.org 

2016 El Salvador Mission Trip 
June 25 to July 1 
 

The El Salvador Mission Trip is open to 8th grade and older, including adults.  If you missed the 

first meeting which took place on Tuesday, January 19, but would be interested in joining us, 

please e-mail Richard Maher as soon as possible at:  tipperar@aol.com. 
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday, February 11 at 7:30pm in the Parish Center.  This will be a 

sign up meeting. A $200 deposit will be collected. Please bring copies of passports. Anyone under 

18 at the time of the trip will be required to have a parent at this meeting to sign release forms.  

mailto:sdiane@ollchurch.org
mailto:tipperar@aol.com
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In addition to our parish website, please visit us on Facebook at The Parish 

Family of Our Lady of Lourdes. Click “Like” and you will receive the latest 

news on upcoming parish events and information. 

Good Samaritan Prayer Group of L.I. 
The Good Samaritan Prayer Group of Long Island holds their meet-

ings every Friday (except the first Friday of the month) at OLL 

School in Room 16 from 8:00pm until 10:00pm. All are welcome to 

experience singing, praying and fellowship . 

Support Groups (all meetings are in Lourdes Hall - lower level of Convent) 
Alcoholics Anonymous: Monday and Tuesday at 8pm and Saturday at 11am and 7pm. 

ALANON: Wednesday at 10am. Beginner’s meeting at 9:30am.  Free babysitting available. 

AA Day-by-Day/Girls Night Out: Thursday at 7:30pm. 

Prayer for Divine Mercy 
An invitation to all men and women to be part of God’s plan.  We invite you to meet in prayer for 

the world and our nation to put their trust in God.  Our hope is that the nations will have a new 

spirit of morality. Please come with your love and hope for humanity as well as your prayer re-

quests.  We gather together every Thursday at 1:30pm before the Blessed Sacrament for about 

one half hour.  For more information, call Charles Argento at 586.8528. 

Ministry of Praise 
Members pray at home for the intentions of the Church and Parish; designed for the homebound, 

senior citizens, etc.  Monthly calendar is available in the Narthex.  Prayer requests can be left in 

the Ministry of Praise box along with the name and address of any homebound person who might 

want a copy of the calendar mailed to them (please print). 

Boy Scout Troop 179 
For more than 42 years, Our Lady of Lourdes has been sponsoring Boy Scout 

Troop 179 of West Islip.  We meet every Thursday in the School Cafeteria 

from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. If you are interested in joining Boy Scouts, check 

out our website and stop by a meeting!   

Website: http://witroop179.wix.com/bsatroop179# 

Email: WIBSATroop179@outlook.com 
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Donations to Parish Outreach 
 

 The following Christmas Gifts were donated to the Outreach Office by Anne and Marty   

Kerrigan:  In Honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of John and Chris Muldoon; and,        

In Honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Ian and Millie Scott. Gifts In Memory of the 

following were also donated by Anne and Marty:  Kathleen Kerrigan, Bernadette Tuma, 

Judy Murphy, Rev. Jim Kissane, Tom Biehayn, Christopher Weidig, Josephine Poulos,  

Gen Boyle, Patricia Collins Wolff, John McKelvey, Joseph Biden III, Olga Stankovics,  

Ed Rigney, Catherine Lombardo, Margie Smyth McLoughlin, Tom McCafferty,          

Don Malter, John Trieber, Gerry Henry, Charlie Price, John Brady, Ed Byrne, Don Fullam 

and Edward Garnett, Jr. 

 

 Donations were made In Memory of Marian McNamara by the Walsh, Holland and     

Lehmann Families, Anne Basso, Pat & Carl Falco and Deacon Jack & Betty Teufel. 

 

 Doris & Richard Shaddock made a Donation In Loving Memory of Richard’s Mom,     

Elinor Shaddock, and Doris’ Uncle, Henry Riedeman. 

 

 Outreach received a Donation from Deacon John and Anne DeGuardi In Memory of     

Edward Garnett, Jr. and Margaret Kelnhofer. 

 

 A Donation was received In Gratitude For The Generous Parish Ministry of Cora Smith. 

 

 Jerry Esposito made a Donation In Memory of Robert Ruymaker, Sr., Anne Bolin,       

Robert Endres, Jane Desthers and Anthony Zafferese. 

 

 The Outreach Office received Donations from Donald & Dorothy Sullivan and Our Lady 

of Lourdes Men’s Prayer Group. 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation to Parish Outreach in memory of a loved one, 

please call Trish Frodell, Director of Parish Social Ministry at 661.3224, option 4. 

Holy Name Society 
The Holy Name Society invites the men of our parish, young and old, to join us.  We can use 

the wisdom of the older men and the energy and fresh ideas of our younger men.  The Holy 

Name Society meets on the second Sunday of each month.  Our next meeting will be on     

Sunday, February 14.  We come together  to pray the Rosary at 7:40am in the Church and 

the meeting will follow the 8:00am Mass at 9:00am in Room 16.  Stop by - all are welcome! 
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2015-2016 Missalette Memorial 
Yes, I would like to help defray the cost of our yearly missalette.   

I am enclosing $20 per book, checks made payable to Our Lady of Lourdes. 

***Please return form to the Parish Office or mail back to the Parish 

 

Name               

 

Address              

 

Phone        

 

Email        

 

Envelope/Contribution #     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bookplate will have the following inscription: 

Please choose only one per book.  

You may memorialize more than one book.   

Please print very clearly. 

 

(For a Deceased Person) In memory of          
     

    Given by (Your names)        
 

(For a Living Person)  Please Pray for          
     

    Given by (Your names)        
 

(Given as a gift) Gift from            

2015-2016 Missalette Memorial Opportunity 
 

Each year, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish purchases new missalettes which include the order of Mass texts, 

readings for Sundays and Holy Days, daily Mass propers and all the music we sing throughout the year.  
 

This year, and for the years to come, we are asking you to consider making a donation to help offset the   

cost of the missalettes.  We are asking for $20 per missalette.  For each donation, there will be a book plate 

inscription on the inside front cover of a missalette. 
 

We hope to offset the cost each year by having parishioners: 
 

 Make a donation as a gift 

 Memorialize a missalette in memory of a deceased friend or relative 

 Dedicate a missalette in honor of a friend or relative (living) 
 

We thank you for your consideration of this request.  Your generosity and commitment to Our Lady of 

Lourdes is vital and your participation is greatly appreciated.  Your gift will certainly enable us, as a Parish, 

to continue to lift our hearts and voices to God and at the same time, remember your intention. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In memory of John Doe 

Given by 

Jane Doe & Family 

Example of a 3½” x 5” 

Memorial Label 

Inside the front cover 

of each missalette 
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  LENT 2016   

  JUBILEE OF MERCY   

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

The Holy Father has sent us all a Message for this Lent of the Jubilee of Mercy.  I want to call your 

attention to it and urge you to read it.  It is beautiful, concrete and opens up to us rich and inspiring ways 

to make this Lent a deep and wonderful journey of faith as we seek God’s merciful love and receive it 

during the forty days that we travel together to celebrate the Sacred Triduum of the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior. 

In his letter, Pope Francis says: Let’s not waste the season of Lent!  He goes on to call Mary, the perfect 

icon of the Church which evangelizes and is evangelized by the Holy Spirit.  We too, who make up the 

Church, must imitate Mary and open ourselves to the Spirit as she did at the Annunciation.  Led by the 

Spirit this Lent we can become ourselves evangelizers of God’s mercy by our words and our actions. 

Pope Francis commends to us the time honored Corporal and Spiritual “Works of Mercy”.  He says, 

God’s mercy transforms our hearts to become merciful, inspiring us to love of neighbor.  Take one a day 

or use them to do an act of kindness.  Corporal:  feed the hungry; give drink to the thirsty; clothe the 

naked; welcome the stranger; care for the sick; visit the prisoners; bury the dead.  The Spiritual:  convert 

the sinner; instruct the ignorant; counsel the doubtful; comfort the sorrowful; bear wrongs patiently; 

forgive injuries; pray for the living and the dead. 

For me the most beautiful part of his message is when he speaks of God’s merciful love for His Chosen 

People and the faithfulness of His love as a covenant that, despite all the sins of God’s people, He will 

always be faithful, always forgives, and will never cease to love us.  The Pope takes that and invites us to 

see God’s compassion for us His people as a model and an inspiration of marriage between a man and a 

woman and the love that brings children into the world as part of a family.  God’s unceasing, faithful love 

(Hebrew: hesed) culminates in the Incarnation of His Son as the bridegroom who does everything to win 

over His bride, the Church.  He even dies for her! 

And He does that for us now and always.  Make this Lent a time when you open yourselves up to that 

love, experience that love through the reconciling and healing sacrament of Penance; let this love heal 

your hearts and renew your faith and your commitment to your spouse, your children, your parents, all the 

members of your family, your neighbors, your friends, all from whom you may be alienated.  God offers 

that love to you.  You who accept His love then must be givers of that love to others. 

May God’s words of love and reconciliation dwell in our hearts this Lent of Mercy and may God bless 

our Church here on Long Island and make us instruments of His merciful love to others. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,

  

Bishop of Rockville Centre 

                 PO Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571–9023 • telephone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • www.drvc.org 
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Religion and Rock 

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7am to 8am 

on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 on the East End of Long Island. Listen on Saturdays 

at 11pm on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and at 11pm on XM 

Satellite, Channel 117.  Next Sunday’s theme is “Sacrifice.” 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 Married Couples! 
Are you looking for the perfect Valentine’s Gift?  A Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend just might be what you are looking for.  The original 

and still the best communication weekend for married couples.  The next 

weekend on Long Island is scheduled for: February 12-14, 2016 at the 

Montfort Spiritual Center in Bay Shore, NY. 
 

Space is limited.  For more information about the weekends or to apply, call 

1-877-697-9963 or visit our web site at http://www.wwme.org.  

Local Parish Outreach Fundraiser 
AOH Division Two Hall 

27 Locust Avenue, Babylon, NY 11702 

Sunday, February 14 from 3:00pm – 7:00pm 
Music By:  Tommy Polito and Sweetwater 

Tickets $35.00 Per Person - Reservations a Must 

Includes:  Dinner, Beer, Wine, Soda - 50 / 50  Raffle 

*Bring a bag of non-perishable food and be entered in a special raffle* 

For Reservations Contact:  

Ann    631–220–5660 or chriscuba@verizon.net 

Alice  516–541–3036 or imaliceheg@gmail.com 

Spiritual Care Companion 
Would you like to learn to become a Spiritual Care Companion sharing your time and presence for 

those hospitalized, living in nursing homes, homebound or adults with special needs? 
 

Catholic Health Services of Long Island sponsors a free three-week training, for volunteers of 

all faiths, providing basic pastoral care skills and information needed to become a caring, attentive, 

listening presence.  Our training includes communication skills, concerns of the sick and home-

bound, spiritual companioning, grief, death and dying, and how to care for the caregiver.  There is 

a materials fee of $20.00 which includes an 85-page workbook as well as six Catholic Updates. 
 

Information Session: Saturday, February 20 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 

                   Location:   Catholic Health Services, 245 Old Country Road, Melville, NY  11747 

                  Trainings:   3 consecutive Saturdays: March 5, 12 and 19 from 9:00am to 3:30pm 
 

To register, please contact Carol Cella at 631.465.6307, Chr istine Torns at 631.465.6306 or  

Jo-Andrew D’Alessandro Accary at 631.465.6308. 

http://www.wwme.org
mailto:chriscuba@verizon.net
mailto:imaliceheg@gmail.com
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Something to 
Draw 

Draw fish 
swimming 
into Peter's 
net. 

Mission for the Week 

With your parents, try turning on a lamp while it isn't 
plugged in. It doesn't work, does it? That's how we need 
to be plugged in to God, to do his work. Without him, 
what we try will never work. 

Prayer 
Dear God,  
your power is 
so amazing! 

Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus was powerful enough to  
control the fish in the sea! Peter 
caught no fish by himself one 
night. With Jesus' help, Peter 
caught more fish than his boat 
could carry. When Peter saw what 
Jesus did, he was afraid. How 
would you feel? 


