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Tom Boley will 
present a demon-
stration for mak-
ing a vase similar 
to the one he 

brought to Show and Tell in Jan-
uary.  This demo will feature the 
vacuum chuck and screw chuck 
holding the piece to make unu-
sual shapes.  Tom will talk about 
vacuum chucking, the equip-
ment needed, and the general 
cost, including home-made 
parts.   
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First I want to congratulate our winners of the 
President challenge.   

Best overall goes to Dennis Biggs and most 
unique goes to Don Baker. Well done gentle-
man. 

Our club has stood the test of time and now 
almost 5 years in we have continued to grow 
and thrive as a woodturning club. We have 
represented woodturners and the AAW in the 
Flint Hills area and have continued to pro-
mote and educate others along the way. Our 
diverse group is represented well by those 
who are beginners all the way to those who 
have years of experience and much to pass 
along.  

For those who are just beginning:  There are 
4 essential items to get started. 1st you need 
a lathe.  2nd you need a select few tools. 3rd 
you need a way to sharpen those tools and 
4th you need wood to turn. While this sounds 
very simplistic I want to suggest that there is 
actually a 5th essential item needed. This 
would be a teacher, educator, or something 
used as a means to learn.  Many long frus-
trating hours can be avoided by having the 
means to be taught the right way.  

For those who consider themselves past the  
beginning stage now face the ongoing chal-
lenge of what to do to continue your journey 
related to woodturning. Maybe it’s a better 
lathe, better tools or more and even different 

types of tools.  The sky is the limit and as with 
any hobby, in the end, it can be rather expen-
sive. 

Having said all that I want to challenge all of 
the members with the following.   

Beginners:  Find someone in our club to be 
your mentor / tutor. Maybe you don’t even 
have a lathe yet, well there are plenty of oth-
ers who do and would be excited to show and 
teach you. Also we have, every month, a time 
we call “Skill Enhancement” which allows you 
to come and be taught by someone with 
many years of experience.  Don’t have tools 
well I’m sure that can be arranged. We have 
several Lathes that are available for these 
sessions.  This month it will be on March 16th 
starting at 7pm. 

Beyond beginners: Find someone in our club 
that you can mentor / tutor. Each of us has a 
wealth of knowledge that will be wasted if we 
don’t share it. 

So if you would like to either be a mentor or a 
mentee and don’t know where to start please 
don’t hesitate to ask one of the board mem-
bers how to get started. We will make sure to 
pair up those that are interested. 

 

“Turn what you Love and Pass on the Love” 

Ray Case—President 
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Location: Golden Prairie Honey Farms, 8859 Green Valley 

Drive, Manhattan, KS 

President: Old/new Business: Continuing and new mem-

bers were encouraged to get their $35 membership dues 

paid to Ross Hirst for 2020.  Ray Case thanked those who 

accepted the cedar challenge and encouraged members to 

vote for the ‘most unique’ piece and the ‘best overall’ 

piece. Winners were Don Baker and Dennis Biggs, respec-

tively.  Ray thanked those who helped set up for the 

meeting.  Anyone available at 4:00 pm on Fridays before a 

meeting were asked to consider helping set up the 

meeting space.  

Reports: 

VP: Robert Kloppenborg informed members that Hartville 

Tools will honor a 15% discount and free shipping to all 

who wish to provide their name on a membership list for 

the company. He has been assured that the list will not be 

sold or given to any other vendor by Hartville. Many ven-

dors will offer a discount if you tell them you belong to the 

FHWT Club, regardless of a pre-arranged agreement.  So, if 

you are purchasing something from a woodworking estab-

lishment, it doesn’t hurt to ask. 

Secretary: No report 

Treasurer: Dues are due for 2020.  New members will re-

ceive a laser carved FHWT name tag for free. The treasury 

balance to date is $5008.87. 

Operations: Steve Bietau reminded members that the Club 

would be participating in the  “Meet the Makers” public 

demonstration event held at the Manhattan Discovery 

Center on Monday March 9th.  Please contact him if you 

are interested in helping with the demonstration. 

Programs:  From April 3-5, professional turner Matt Mona-

co will provide a demonstration for our Saturday Club 

meeting as well as hold workshops on Friday and Sunday.  

Members should contact Dennis Biggs to suggest demon-

stration topics of interest and their interest in either of the 

workshops.  A few of the 16 slots are still left for the two 

workshops which will likely cost ~$70 per person.   

Raffle: Tom Shields encouraged members to give input on 

what items are offered in the monthly raffle.  Items won 

this month by participating members included Woodcraft 

Supply certificates, anti-fatigue standing floor mat, silicone 

bench mat, redheart wood block, mirror coat, diamond 

sharpening stones, a cylinder hone, and two items donat-

ed by Golden Prairie Honey Farms: a bottle of honey and a 

block of beeswax. 

Demonstration:  Joe Davis gave an excellent demonstra-

tion on making an indexing system for your wood lathe 

and donated one to the Club! Indexing can be used to help 

enhance most any turning, like vases, bowls, and platters. 

It allows the turner to establish equally spaced lines, mak-

ing geometric patterns for turning, carving, drilling, pyrog-

raphy, and painting. You can even make helical patterns by 

combining longitudinal and radial lines. Whether you are a 

seasoned indexer, or maybe you have always wanted to 

tackle indexing, this demonstration had something for eve-

ryone. Joe provided step-by-step instructions for making 

your own indexing system for your specific lathe. You can 

choose from a variety of materials and design options to 

make the ideal system that fits your style and pro-

jects.  Some lathes come equipped with an indexing sys-

tem that is easy to use, but if yours isn't equipped or easy 

to use, this method of making your own provides a great 

solution. 

The next meeting is March 7th.  

 

Barbara Drolet—Secretary 
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Flint Hills Woodturners 5th 

Birthday celebration. 

We will celebrate by having a lunch 

immediately following our May 2nd 

Club meeting. 

More details forth coming. 

Our very own 
club member, David Delker, 
was honored again with the 
“Photo of the Week” recog-
nition in the AAW Segment-
ed Woodturners forum. 
Congratulation.  

Victor Swartz has suggested 
that some of the members might 
be interested in this video featuring Tom Boley.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5OCT6tZ5BM&list=UUa6tD41AOW1-9Hsw5F-RB2g&index=20&t=952s  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5OCT6tZ5BM&list=UUa6tD41AOW1-9Hsw5F-RB2g&index=20&t=952s
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April 4th 9– 3pm 

Club demo 

We are looking forward to April’s visit by Matt Monaco, an expert turner from Missouri. He will give a club 

demo on Saturday April 4th. We will have our normal show and tell session and then launch into our meeting 

and guest demonstration. Note that we will have a morning session and an afternoon sessions all ending at 

3pm. We have a break around noon for lunch. 

April 3rd and 5th  

Workshops will be on basic and artistically enhanced 

bowls on one day and basic and artistically enhanced 

boxes on the other day. We currently have eight mem-

bers signed up for the workshops with room for sixteen. 

Cost for workshops will be $60-90 depending on num-

ber in each class. Please contact Dennis Biggs at the 

March meeting or at dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com  

MONACO BOWLS 

Our company and our unique collection of original wood pieces is the creative expression of Master Crafts-

man Matt Monaco, a skilled artist designing and creating in the Ozark region of the Missouri southwest plains.   

As a gifted woodturner, Matt has dedicated his craft to making the highest quality and affordable wood-turned 

products for collectors and all people who value the functionality, warmth and timeless beauty of wood-

en decor and unique wood pottery in their daily lives.   

Matt's connection to nature and over 15 years of experience turning wood has allowed him the opportunity to 

explore the rigors of creating a skill that trans-

lates the splendor of nature in a way that offers 

his craftsmanship to homeowners, gallery buy-

ers, museum stores and commissioned work 

opportunities for interior designers as 

well. Sharing the timeless beauty of nature with 

his turned wood original designs is Matt's 

way of keeping the magic of the earth in our 

homes, our businesses and our lives.  

mailto:dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com
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Upcoming demos: 

Tom Boley will give the March demo 
on making a beautiful unusually 
shaped vase with the assistance of a 
vacuum chuck.  

I hope that the club is ready for our 
professional weekend with Matt 
Monaco from Springfield, MO in 
April. We still have room for more 
members to signed up for the work-
shops on Friday and Sunday.   

As always please consider volunteer-
ing and also if you have ideas for 
demonstrations please contact Den-
nis. 

Dennis Biggs - Program Director 

Mar 7th Monthly Meeting 

Tom Boley 

Vase 

Golden Prairie Honey 

Farms 8859 Green 

Valley Drive, Suite #4,          

Manhattan 

Mar 16th 

 

 

  

Mar 16th   

Apr 4th Monthly Meeting 

Matt 

Monaco 

Golden Prairie Honey 

Farms 8859 Green 

Valley Drive, Suite #4,          

Manhattan 

 Flint Hills Woodturners  

Calendar of Events 

Ya Gotta 

Eat 

Noon 

Red Oak Hollow 

Lathe Works,  

Wamego 

Skill Enhancement 

7:00-9:30pm 
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Ya  

Gotta 

 Eat 

Monday March 16th 

 at Noon 
show and 

tell items 

Welcome 

March 16th 

7:00pm 

 to 

9:30pm 

Red Oak Hollow 

Lathe Works 

 4025 Walnut Creek Drive 

Wamego, KS  66547  
 

Skill Enhancement 
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Lowell Regehr Peter Dorhout 

Ross Hirst Karl Dean 
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Ray Case 

Melissa McIntyre Nyle Larson 

Victor Schwarz 
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Barbara Drolet David Delker 

Tom Shields 
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 Club member Barbara Drolet shared with me an article from a professional infor-
mation news feed, ProMED, put out by the International Society for Infectious Disease.  If 
you really want to learn about the world of infectious disease, check out 
www.promedmail.org. 

 I still think that woodturning is more interesting, but there are archived reports about 
industrial work environments and their impact on worker health that are worth looking up. 

 A number of us turners have been intrigued by the artistic value of epoxy resins and 
the ability to add color, textures, or other stabilizing agents to our work. Some of these col-
oring agents are benign dyes that, together with the epoxy dust, should be treated like any 
other organic dust material. 

 There are also natural stone or silica stabilizers and thickening agents that can be add-
ed to epoxy resins to improve their strength as well as for artistic enhancements.  Thickeners 
like CAB-O-SIL fumed silica or System Three Quartz silica thickener are a few examples.  
Sanding, grinding, or cutting epoxy containing these will generate potentially hazardous 
dusts that contain significant amounts of silica that are known to cause a disease called Sili-
cosis. 

 The ProMED article from October, 2019, examined silica dust exposures from crafts-
people who cut, install, grind, or sand “quartz” countertops for kitchens and bathrooms.  
These countertops are made from mixing silica (quartz) particles with epoxy to form slabs 
that are then trimmed to fit into new spaces.  Unfortunately, the professionals who were 
studied in this report did not wear proper respiratory PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) 
and were diagnosed with severe cases of Silicosis.  A more severe reaction to a chemical rel-
ative of quartz, asbestos, is very well known, and the majority of products on the market do 
not contain that material. 

 Sure, silica, quartz, and other mineral additives are natural, so how can they be bad 
for you?  Well, there are just some natural things in this world that don’t belong in your 
body – it just won’t react well to them.  I recommend that you select the right PPE for your 
job.  The 3M company has a great web site that provides guidance about respiratory hazards 
and your options for protecting yourself:  www.3M.com/respiratory/hazards.  Appropriate 
dust masks with the correct filter are as important as your safety shield and safety glasses 
when turning or sanding your projects on the lathe. 

 
Be Safe! 
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http://www.promedmail.org
http://www.3M.com/respiratory/hazards
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Wood Turning Tools – It’s All About the Steel 

 

When you’d rather spend more time turning and 

less time sharpening your turning tools, it’s time 

to consider what steel is in your tools. 

 Until the 1940’s, cutting tools were made 

from high-carbon steel.  Later, by adding various 

alloys to carbon steel, high speed steel was devel-

oped. HSS was a significant improvement as it 

held an edge for far longer and could cut at a far 

faster speed.  Hence the name high speed steel.   

 For many years the standard HSS for most 

cutting tools been M2 steel.  Wood turning cata-

logs such as Craft Supplies and Packard offer, for 

the most part, tools made of M2 steel.  But more 

and more manufactures are offering other op-

tions to wood turners, and the characteristics and 

costs of these new steels should be considered 

before investing in your next tool. 

 More often, M42 high speed steel is being 

offered to wood turners.  It has superior edge 

holding characteristics when compared to M2 

steel.  Craft Supplies sells George Lucas tools 

made of both M2 and M42 steels, and their cata-

log says this about George Lucas’ tools, “While 

the M2 tools offer exceptional value and perfor-

mance, the M42 superior steel offers maximum 

edge retention while being able to honed to a ra-

zor sharp edge for the best of both worlds”.  D-

Way Tools and Carter and Son Toolworks also sell 

M42 HSS wood turning tools. 

 Another offering of wood turning tools is 

by Thompson Tools. His tools are made from 10V 

(A-11) steel, which is not a high speed steel but a 

tool steel.  10V steel is very hard and durable, 

hence Thompson Tools hold an edge extremely 

well.  According to Cindy Drozda, who likes tools 

made of 10V very much, she believes 10V tools 

are best sharpened with CBN wheel and not the 

aluminum oxide wheel that came with your grind-

er.  And she says, “If you sharpen with CBN, buy 

10V gouges and 10V scrapers. You will love their 

performance!”. 

 I prefer Doug Thompson’s 10V tools more 

than any other tool manufacturer’s for several 

reasons.  First, when you call Thompson Tools, 

Doug answers the phone.  And Doug is full of 

good information that he’s happy to share with 

you.  That’s good service.  Not only are his tools 

made of the best steel you can buy, in my opin-

ion, but they are also well priced.  Cheap, I’d even 

say.  A Robert Sorby ½: bowl gouge of M2 steel 

cost $93. A ½” bowl gouge of 10V steel from 

Thompson Tools costs $70.  Less money for a far 

better tool.  And they come un-handled, so you 

have the pleasure of making your own handles 

while not paying someone else to do it for you. 

 So if you want a tool of excellent steel that 

will give you more time at the lathe and less time 

at the grinding wheel, and will cost you less to 

boot, consider a Thompson Tool for your next 

tool purchase. 

Some of my Favorite Tools 
By: Ned Gatewood 
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Flint Hills Woodturners is a 501(c)(3) non-profit composed of individuals who are interested in learn-
ing and promoting the art of turning wood. Formed in March 2015 for hobbyists in the Flint Hills region 
of Northeast Kansas, the club welcomes all interested people to visit our meetings to get a sample of 
this inspiring hobby. You will find warm people from novice to expert willing to share with you. Flint Hills 
Woodturners is a chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW). 

President  
Ray Case 

president@flinthillswoodturners.org 
 

Vice President 
Robert Kloppenborg 

 

Secretary 
Barbara Drolet 

 

Treasurer 
Ross Hirst 

 

Program Director 
Dennis Biggs 

 

Operations 
Steve Bietau 

 

Member at large 
Bob Holcombe 

 

Past President 
Tom Boley 

Unless otherwise announced, meetings are held at 8859 

Green Valley Drive, Suite #4, Manhattan KS 

Meetings start at 9:00am but come any time after 8:00am. 

Enter at the rear of the building 

The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is a 

nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization, dedicated to advancing 

the art and craft of woodturning  worldwide by providing 

opportunities for education, information, and organization 

to those interested in turning wood.  Established in 1986, 

AAW currently has more than 15,000 members and a 

network of more than 350 local chapters globally repre-

senting professionals, amateurs, gallery owners, collec-

tors and wood / tool suppliers. 

Enter from the back 

of the building 


