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What IS Peace Education Anyway? 
October 12, 2011 - 7:30 pm 
Parkdale United Church  
Project Ploughshares Calgary‟s Program Director, Karen Huggins, will lead an interactive meeting 
on the many facets of Peace Education.  Together we will explore six basic tenets of Peace Edu-
cation with examples of what we can all do to promote a peaceful world:   

 ~  Dismantling a Culture of War 
 ~  Promoting Human Rights & Responsibilities   
 ~  Living with Justice and Compassion 
 ~  Living in Harmony with the Earth 
 ~  Building Intercultural Solidarity 

Singing for Peace Fundraiser 
Songs of Justice & Joy! 
October 15, 2011, 7:30 pm, Parkdale United Church 
Featuring Barry Luft with Louise Forsyth 

Barry Luft's singing has woven rich, colourful threads into the 
fabric of folk-style music in Alberta for more than thirty years.  
He will be joined by Louise Forsyth.  Join us for a very enjoyable evening! 

 

Tickets:  $15 at the door;  $13 advance;  $8 students/low income Call:  403-270-
7366 for info and advance tickets  

Annual Holiday Peace Fair 
St. David‟s United Church 
3303 Capitol Hill Cres NW 
9:30 AM - 4 PM, November 26th, 2011 

Supporting Social Justice and Fair Trade 
Delightful items from 30 vendors working for peace,  

social justice, and the environment. 
SAVE THE DATE FOR YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING! 

Remembrance Day Ceremony, Calgary Community Peace Pole 
November 11, 2011 ~ 2 - 2:45 pm 
Join us in this ceremony to recognize and mourn all victims of war, and to express 
your hopes for a non-violent future.  We will have speakers, music, and the laying of 
a wreath. 
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The International Day of Peace Celebration 
Peace in Our Communities 
We celebrated the International Day of Peace with the theme Peace in Our Communi-
ties.   The event took place on a beautifully sunny and warm September 21st at the 
Calgary Community Peace Pole, with over 80 people enjoying the food and ambience.  
Greetings of peace were delivered by several local politicians, including Dr. David 
Swann, MLA for Calgary-Fort Wayne Cao, MLA for Calgary-Varsity Harry Chase, City 
Councillor Brian Pincott, and MLA Calgary-Glenmore Paul Hinman.  Our keynote 

speaker, Dr. Arthur Clark from the Faculty of Medicine at Uof C and founder of the Calgary Centre for Global Community, 
spoke to the importance of building strong, democratic communities grounded firmly in collaboration, peace, and dialogue.  
Sandra Crazy Bull delivered a beautiful prayer for peace in our communities and between each other, and additionally Elisa 
Sereno-Janz and Tim Janz played a lament and a Celtic gig.  Roberto Serpas was on acoustic guitar, and Barb Oxland led a 
moving heartbeat drum circle to close.  Thanks to all who participated in this event, with a special thanks to our outstanding 
MC‟s:  Chris Eddy and Michael Gretton.       
 
 

Donations 
Donations from individuals during September amounted to $270.  From organizations we received $250.   
We encourage you to support our peace work by donating whatever you can.  We sincerely appreciate 
your support and commitment to the ideals of peacemaking!    Thanks to all who continue to donate to 
Ploughshares Calgary!  
 

In Memory of Janet MacFarlane 
Project Ploughshares Calgary would like to recognize the passing of a strong supporter and very long time member. Janet 
MacFarlane developed a personal philosophy of openness, intellectual honesty, and caring which warmly embraced the goals 
of Project Ploughshares. We thank Janet for her independent views and for decades of an exemplary commitment to the 
cause of peace. In her death, we thank her family for choosing to have Janet recognized through donations to Project Plough-
shares. Thanks to their understanding of what Janet would like most,  enough donations in her honour were received to un-
derwrite many of our Fall programs. 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 Would you like to help in bringing peace to Calgary and the world? We have three special 
events  coming up that we need volunteers for:   
 We would like to do another fundraiser selling Spolumbo‟s sausages again 
during the fall (early November) and need someone who would be responsible 
for taking the orders, placing the order with Spolumbo‟s, and having them ready 

to distribute at the Holiday Peace Fair on November 26th.  This is quite an easy job!   
 We are also looking for a volunteer who would be interested in sitting on the committee for the Calgary Peace Run & 

Walk, which will take place next summer.  If you are enthusiastic and feel that you have a knack for identifying and talking 
with potential sponsors for this event, we‟d love to have you on board! 

 We would also love to hear from YOU about something new and interesting we could sell at the Peace Fair on the 
Ploughshares table. 

    

Please email Karen at office@ploughsharescalgary.ca or phone her at 403-270-7366 to tell us your willingness! Together, we 
will create more peace. 
 

Entertainment Books 
We have the 2012 Entertainment Books available for purchase now - these books can save you hun-
dreds of dollars on dining, travel, recreation, and retail purchases - AND you‟ll be helping Project 
Ploughshares with our program goals and expenses.  Email Karen at office@ploughsharescalgary.ca 
to reserve your book today!  Only $40.00!  You can also purchase yours at Singing for Peace, the 
Holiday Peace Fair, or at the Kingsland Farmers‟ Market where we will have a table on Saturday Oc-
tober 29th.   
 

mailto:office@ploughsharescalgary.ca
tel:403-270-7366
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PRAYERS FOR THE EARTH 

For once on the face of the earth let's not speak in any language 
Let's stop for one second and not move our arms so much. 

It would be an exotic moment without rush, without engines. 
We would all be together in a sudden strangeness. 

Fisherman in the cold sea would not harm whales 

And the man gathering salt would look at his hurt hands. 

Those who prepare green wars, wars with gas, wars with fire, 

Victory with no survivors 

Would put on clean clothes and walk about with their brothers 

    in the shade doing nothing. 

What I want should not be confused with total inactivity, 

Life is what it is about. 
I want no truck with death. 

If we were not so single minded about keeping our lives moving, 

And for once could do nothing, 

Perhaps a huge silence might interrupt this sadness of never 

    understanding ourselves 
And of threatening ourselves with death. 

Perhaps the earth can teach us when everything seems dead 

    and later proves to be alive. 

 

Pablo Neruda, "Prayers for the Earth" 

MIND WITHOUT FEAR  
( Gitanjali, Verse 35) 
 

 

 

 

 

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; 

Where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up 
    into fragments by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come out from the depth of truth; 
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 
    into the dreary desert sand of dead habit; 

Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening 
    thought and action— 
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake. 
 

Rabindranath Tagore 

(1861-1941)  

WINDOW POEMS #19 

Peace. May he waken 
not too late from his wraths 

to find his window still 
clear in its wall, and the world 

there. Within things 

there is peace, and at the end 

of things. It is the mind 

turned away from the world 

that turns against it. 
The armed Presidents stand 

on deadly islands in the air, 

overshadowing the crops. 

Peace. Let men, who cannot be brothers 

to themselves, be brothers 
to mulleins and daisies 

that have learned to live on the earth. 

Let them understand the pride 

of sycamores and thrushes 

that receive the light gladly, and do not 

think to illuminate themselves. 

Let them know that the foxes and the owls 

are joyous in their lives, 

and their gayety is praise to the heavens, 

and they do not raven with their minds. 

In the night the devourer, 

and in the morning all things 

find the light a comfort. 

Peace. The earth turns 

against all living, in the end. 

And when mind has not outraged 
itself against its nature, 

they die and become the place 

they lived in. Peace to the bones 
that walk in the sun toward death, 

for they will come to it soon enough. 
Let the phoebes return in spring 

and build their nest of moss 

in the porch rafters, 

and in autumn let them depart. 

Let the gardens be planted, 
and let the frost come. 

Peace to the porch and the garden. 

Peace to the man in the window. 

Wendell Berry, "The Peace of Wild Things" & "Window Poems" 

Openings, Harcourt, Brace & World, NY, 1968, pp. 30, 53-54 

http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/neruda.htm
http://www.4interdependence.com/prayerspoetry.htm#Earth
http://www.calcuttaweb.com/tagore/gitanjali.htm
http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?45442B7C000C000C0B
http://www.nth-dimension.co.uk/vl/poem.asp?id=2543
http://www.acga.net/acgamain/exarchives/poetry/poetrymore.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0156700123/wisdomportalcom/102-1871592-0614530
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Oscar Arias  by Dennis Gruending (excerpted) 

Óscar Arias, former president of Costa Rica and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1987, was recently awarded 
an honourary degree by Carleton University in Ottawa. Arias used his 30-minute acceptance speech to deliver an 
impassioned message about the urgency of shifting out-of-control military spending into investments for peace and 
human development. He made his appeal on behalf of the world‟s children, many of whom have “lives defined by 
landmarks such as tanks and missiles, mass graves and refugee shelters.” While most children in wealthy countries 
do not experience the realities of war first hand, they, too, are affected, Arias said. “For even the children of wealthy 
nations are learning lessons of violence from their parents and grandparents. Even they are being taught, by their 
governments and newspapers and schools, that violent conflict is an inevitable part of their nations‟ existence.” 
“Insane” military spending 
Arias then provided details about what he described as the “insane escalation” of military spending: 
· Global military expenditure reached $1.63 trillion dollars in 2010, representing 2.6% of the world‟s Gross Domestic Product. 
· Canada‟s military spending this year is projected to be $22.3 billion and is 26% higher than spending in the final year of the Cold War. 
· Military spending in the United States increased by 70% between 2001 and 2009 and represents almost half of the military spending on 
the planet. 
Arias said these military expenditures exist in a world where 925 million people go to bed hungry every night, and 16,000 children die eve-
ry day of hunger-related causes. “The widespread refusal to see any connection between this kind of human desperation, and our security 
problems themselves, is a kind of wilful blindness,” he added. 
“Confronting this wall of numbers can make one feel powerless,” Arias said. “It is easy to feel that the sheer size of these defense budgets 
gives them an unstoppable force. But nothing is inevitable if we are willing to contemplate what is happening. Just think of what we could 
achieve with a fraction of those funds.” The Nobel Peace Prize recipient then provided details all of that money could be invested in the 
real needs of people. 
Investing in people 
· If the world reduced its military spending by 25%, we could buy 1.9 billion computers – one for every child in the developing world. 
· If military spending were reduced by 10%, the money could be used for monthly scholarships to keep 153 million high-risk young people 
in school for an entire year. Canada alone, with a similar reduction, could ensure the education of two million such students. 
· A 5% reduction in military spending could buy enough mosquito nets to protect the entire population of the developing world from malaria 
– three times over. 
Nothing is inevitable 
In talking about his desire for peace in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds, Arias gave a nod to his Canadian hosts by referring to 
both Lester B. Pearson (another Nobel Peace Prize recipient) and the Canadian scholar Marshall McLuhan. He quoted McLuhan as say-
ing: “there is absolutely no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to contemplate what is happening.” “Join me,” Arias concluded, “in 
contemplating the possibility that an alternative exists … that we can put an end, not to all acts of violence, but to the foolish decisions that 
cause violence to dominate our lives.” 
 
 

 
Bolivia Set to Pass Historic 'Law of Mother Earth' Which Will Grant Nature Equal 
Rights to Humans  
Written by Keph Senett <http://www.pvpulse.com/en/blog/keph-senett> 
 

With the cooperation of politicians and grassroots organizations, Bolivia is set to pass the Law of Mother Earth which 
will grant nature the same rights and protections as humans. The piece of legislation, called „la Ley de Derechos de 
la Madre Tierra‟, is intended to encourage a radical shift in conservation attitudes and actions, to enforce new control 

measures on industry, and to reduce environmental destruction. 
 

The law redefines natural resources as blessings and confers the same rights to nature as to human beings, including: the right to life and 
to exist; the right to continue vital cycles and processes free from human alteration; the right to pure water and clean air; the right to bal-
ance; the right not to be polluted; and the right to not have cellular structure modified or genetically altered. Perhaps the most controver-
sial point is the right "to not be affected by mega-infrastructure and development projects that affect the balance of ecosystems and the 
local inhabitant communities". 
 
 

In 2009, directly following the resolution of the General Assembly to designate April 22 "International Mother Earth Day", Morales ad-
dressed the press, stating “If we want to safeguard mankind, then we need to safeguard the planet. That is the next major task of the Unit-
ed Nations.”   
 

The legislation will give the government new legal powers to monitor and control industry in the country.  Bolivia will be establishing a Min-
istry of Mother Earth,  to balance these environmental imperatives against industries. "It's going to have huge resonance around the 
world," said Canadian activist Maude Barlow. "It's going to start first with these southern countries trying to protect their land and their peo-

ple from exploitation. 

Ploughshares National News 

http://http:/www1.carleton.ca/ci/2011/carleton-university-honours-nobel-peace-prize-laureate-oscar-arias
http://http:/www1.carleton.ca/ci/2011/carleton-university-honours-nobel-peace-prize-laureate-oscar-arias
http://www.pvpulse.com/en/blog/keph-senett


A Charter for the Recognition of Every Casualty of Armed Violence 
This Charter is founded on the principle that no person should die unrecorded, and calls on 
states to uphold this principle for the victims of armed violence. 
It is a universal Charter which applies equally to every person, and encompasses every party 
to armed violence. Its terms are few, but far-reaching. 
Armed violence causes many kinds of harm to people and communities, including some that 
are indirect, non-lethal or delayed. This charter is for those most immediate and direct victims 
whose violent deaths, and identities, are all too often forever lost to the public record. It there-
fore applies equally to all forms and conditions of armed violence where victims are commonly unrecorded, be it due to armed conflict, 
extensive lethal criminality, or any other breakdown in civil security. 
We, the civil society organisations and concerned parties who endorse this Charter, call for resolute action by states to ensure that 
every direct casualty of armed violence is: 

 Promptly recorded; 

 Correctly identified; and 

Publicly acknowledged. 
States bear particular responsibility for populations under their control or jurisdiction, or who are endangered by their actions. Infor-
mation on deaths and the identity of the dead must be made public, after first informing bereaved families, where possible. Only when 
there is a genuine risk of harm to the living should the implementation of these measures be delayed, but never indefinitely. 
While accepting that we cannot erase the harm already done to the dead, their families and friends, we are convinced that much good 
will flow from these measures, as they will: 

 Fulfil the rights of victims of armed violence; 

 Reduce the additional agony of not knowing the fate of loved ones who are missing, presumed dead; 

 Provide a human face to the many nameless, hidden, often distant victims of armed violence; 

 Enable more timely, transparent, reliable and comprehensive monitoring of armed violence than has been achieved before; 

 Bring states and parties to armed violence into better compliance with the spirit as well as the letter of international law; and 

Support post-conflict recovery and reconciliation, which must always be grounded in truth. 
From the moment they begin to be implemented these measures will assert and strengthen the recognition of our common humanity 
across the globe. In doing so, they may move us closer to a world where armed violence is no longer the scourge it is today. 
 
If you or your organisation would like to support this charter, please send an email stating this along with your organisation‟s name 
to everycasualty@oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk.  
 
 

Finally, a website for teachers to direct stu-
dents to, to provide balance to history clas-
ses about armed conflict!  In fact, this is the 
way of the future.   
~ http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/ 
 

Most of the cases at the time the database first went on-line (September 2011) were written by students at Swarthmore College, usu-
ally in the context of a research seminar taught in Peace and Conflict Studies by George Lakey. Most students wrote 10-12 cases but 
some wrote 24 or more (indicated by asterisks). Additionally, cases were contributed by students at Tufts University, supervised by 
peace and justice educator Dale Bryan, and Georgetown University, supervised by peace scholar Barbara Wien. The name of the 

original researcher/writer is attached to each narrative.  

We wish to thank Gene Sharp for his feedback, and for laying the foundation of a scholarly field on which this database is built. 
George Lakey envisioned and manages the Global Nonviolent Action Database Project. His first arrest was for a civil rights sit-in and 
he has devoted his life to activism in a variety of movements: labor, peace, gay liberation, the men‟s anti-sexist movement, and eco-
justice. He co-founded Movement for a New Society and Training for Change, leading over 1500 social change workshops on five 
continents. A Quaker, he taught at Haverford College and the University of Pennsylvania, and has published eight books including 
Facilitating Group Learning, 2010, Jossey-Bass, Publishers. In 2010 the Peace and Justice Studies Association named him “Peace 

Educator of the Year.” He has also received the U.S. National Giraffe Award for “sticking his neck out for the public good.” 

- George Lakey 18/08/2011 
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Calgary Centre for Global Community 
Global Community 2011 Fundraiser 
Thursday, October 20, 2011 from 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Raise It Up! 

The Calgary Centre for Global Community is 
hosting its first-ever fundraising event!  The evening promises to be a warm and friendly introduction 
to the Calgary Centre as guests take in various live musical performances, explore the programs the 
Calgary Centre has launched this year, meet like-minded individuals, bid on exciting silent auction 
items and - of course - give generously to the Calgary Centre! 
 

Tickets are $50.00. Catering and cash bar will be offered.   
 

All proceeds of this event will benefit the Calgary Centre and its core operating expenses including the program streams 
launched in 2011 and the expansion of the Irma Parhad Summer Studentship program.  Please visit our website for more 
information: www.calgarycgc.org 
 

Arusha 
Market Location:  Bow Cliff Seniors‟ Centre 
608 Poplar Rd. SW 
Monday, October 10th, 6-8 pm  
Join us for Thanksgiving dinner at the Market!  For more info:  (403) 270-3200  
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Yes! I want to become a Project Ploughshares Calgary 
donor and partner in building peace. 

 

Name:     ___________________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________________ 

     ___________________________________ 

Phone:   ____________________________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Here is my donation for 2011 of: 
 

$35 $50 $100 $500 $______ 

(donations of $10 or more will receive a tax receipt) 
 

I‟d like to become a Friend of Ploughshares and give a 
monthly pre-authorized debit donation, please send 
me an application form:  
 

I‟d like to receive the monthly newsletter by: 

Email (recommended)       Mail (with $35 donation) 

Project Ploughshares Calgary 

2919 8th Ave. NW  

Calgary AB T2N 1C8 

(403) 270-7366 

office@ploughsharescalgary.ca 

www.ploughsharescalgary.ca 

Special thanks to Karen Huggins & Sally Hodges for their work writing and 
editing this issue of the newsletter. 

Calgary Peace Events 

Dr. Vandana Shiva, Recipient of the 2011 Peace Prize through the  
Consortium for Peace Studies, University of Calgary,  
Friday September 23, 2011 & Saturday September 24, 2011 

Project Ploughshares Calgary was proud to be a sponsor of this event!   Dr. Shiva, philosopher, 
environmental activist, advocate for food sovereignty, eco feminist and author of several books, gave 
two inspiring talks during her brief visit to Calgary. On Friday evening a small group heard her speak 
on „The Future of Food‟ at the River Cafe  with scrumptious appetizers offered throughout the 
event!  Saturday morning Dr.Shiva was presented with the 2011 Calgary Peace Prize at the Red & 
White Club at MacMahon Stadium with a crowd of 500+ people in attendance.  Her talk, entitled 
„Making Peace with the Earth‟ was inspiring and motivational in addition to being a well-researched 
and articulate presentation regarding what we can all do as individuals to protect Mother Earth and 
ensure that democratic principles are upheld thoughout the world.  “I believe Gandhi is the only per-
son who knew about real democracy — not democracy as the right to go and buy what you want, but 

democracy as the responsibility to be accountable to everyone around you. Democracy begins with freedom from hunger, 
freedom from unemployment, freedom from fear, and freedom from hatred. To me, those are the real freedoms on the ba-
sis of which good human societies are based.”  

http://www.calgarycgc.org

