Sage Granada Park United Methodist Church
1850 West Hellman Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803

February 2021 E-Thymes
Our Vision:
To be a light on a hill for our
community (Matthew 5:14).
Our Mission:
We are called to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.
Our Values:
We reaffirm our values as a multicultural and inclusive community
united in the love of Jesus Christ.

—by Rev. George Martzen

Hiking Up The Mountain of
Transfiguration
“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them.” – Mark 9:2 (NIV)
Whether or not the groundhog saw its shadow this week, the
pandemic winter is likely to remain awhile. Winter is a time when nature
is dormant, but dormancy doesn’t mean that nothing is happening. Roots
are gathering and storing up nutrients from the soil. For the church, it
may look quiet outside, but during this pandemic winter we can be storing
up energy for that time when we’re able to open up again. We can be
praying, reading, reflecting and considering God’s vision for our church.
The Church Council is discussing the possibility of starting a new
ministry with outdoor meetings.
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February is a time for celebrations, however subdued. Many of
you have already got your Covid-19 vaccinations. While the pandemic
remains a global threat, killing over 2.2 million in the world and nearly
450,000 in the U.S., the effort to get health workers and seniors
vaccinated is a step in the right direction.
And we still have Superbowl on Feb. 7. However, while you are
cheering on the Kansas City Chiefs and Tampa Bay Buccaneers, please
don’t let your household become a “super spreader” event.

Starting Feb. 12, some of you will be celebrating Lunar New Year,
the
Year
of the Ox. Those born in the year of the ox are able to work hard
Julie Quezada, Admin Assistant
and
honorably
behind the scenes. I’m thankful for all those health care
sagegranadapark@gmail.com
workers, other front-line workers, and parents, who tirelessly work behind
the scenes.

On Feb. 14, we will be joined by the Scouts, as we hike up the Mountain of Transfiguration. Well,
it’s Valentine’s Day, also. So, before you head for outdoor or take-out dining, remember to make a date with
Sage Granada Park Zoom worship that morning.
The mountain top experience of Transfiguration Sunday is an expression of hope for the long march
of Lent, and hope for the eventual conclusion of the pandemic. If you’ve witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration,
then you can say with the confidence of Martin Luther King, Jr. “I’ve been to the mountaintop” – even if the
next day is your last.
February is Black History Month. I love the hymn, “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” Written in the
1920s by two brothers, James Weldon Johnson and John Rosamond Johnson, it invites singers to join the
universal chorus of liberty. “Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of
liberty.”
Indeed, whatever does not harmonize with that chorus such as slavery, violence, and racism
are shadowy stains on the human race that must be opposed by people of faith and integrity. Singing gives us
hope to overcome. “Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, sing a song full of the hope
that the present has brought us.”

So, let us move into February with the faith that ascends the mountain top and the faith the moves the
obstinate mountain of our prejudices and casts it into the sea of God’s love. With the start of Lent on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021 we will have another Lenten Devotional. That will take us through the 40 days of
Lent until Easter. As we read each other’s accounts in the Devotional, may we be awash in the love of God
that brings forth the spring and summer of hope.
Sadao Watanabe Calendar from
our GBGM missionary
Rev. Claudio Genung Yamamoto
in Kobe, Japan

January 3
January 10
Attendance: 51
Attendance: 57
Offering: $1,235.55 Offering: ***

January 17
Attendance: 59
Offering: ***

January 24
January 31
Attendance: 57
Attendance: 50
Offering: $4,915.80 Offering: $3,763.45

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online
at our website www.sgpumc.org. Click on Make a Donation . Please make note of your
name and contact information on the memo line. Thank you for supporting our church
and ministries! *Please note that our general offerings year to date are $8,679.25 and
our general offering budget for 2021 is $102,000.

February 7
Online Worship
Liturgist: Alicia Marquez

February 14
February 21
February 28
Online Worship
Online Worship
Online Worship
Liturgist: SCOUTS
Liturgist: Jim Bell
Liturgist: Archana Carey
February 17 Ash Wednesday
Liturgist: Elaine Chung
Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew: Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally & Jim
Bell, Doreen Bolten, Louise Garcia, Kai Garcia, Ratheesh Pillai , Walt Martzen,
November
15 and Rev. February
Sarah Wong,
Ruth Chon
George28
Martzen.
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—by Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi
Beyond Meat
My father owned the only private
slaughterhouse on the Big Island. We
killed pigs, chickens, and cattle—pigs
from 2 am, so they could be sold
wholesale in Hilo meat markets from
mid-morning.
Chickens on Wednesday afternoons. I
ran the de-feathering machine—long
solid rubber fingers on a rotating
drum that slapped the feathers off the
chickens scalded in hot water to loosen
the feathers. I was covered with reddish brown chicken feathers from head
to toe with some blotches of blood
here and there.
Some days I was the executioner—
balancing on top of the narrow cattle
chute that allowed only one cattle
through at a time. I drew an imaginary
line from the horns crossing to the eyes
and shot the .22 caliber rifle where the
lines crossed in the middle of the forehead. I yelled, “OK.” They pulled the
rope that lifted the door open.
The stunned cattle rolled over onto the
slaughterhouse floor. Dad chained
both hind legs onto a power crane, lifting the animal high in the air so its
throat was a foot off the concrete floor.
Then with professional skill he slit the
jugular vein to bleed out thoroughly.
The meat inspector, Mr. Nii, took a
blood sample from each steer.
It is some 45 years since my last killing.
But when I close my eyes for 15
seconds I can still hear the pigs cont...

Alhambra Performing Arts Center
Postpones Concerts
—from Bill Yee, Artistic Director
Chef/Artistic Director Bill Yee in response to the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic has reluctantly cancelled the
Alhambra Performing Arts Center 2020 Season. 2020
would have been the 14th year for this popular free
monthly community program. The program is only on
hiatus, so plan on the return to enjoying quality
entertainment as soon as we can.

screaming as my uncle smashes their forehead with a
sledgehammer 2 a.m. in the morning.
I follow with great interest the sale of plant based meats
sold in supermarkets—Beyond Meat. Someday the pigs will
stop screaming in my memory banks?
Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi
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Shame To Be Honored
1 Corinthians 4:14: I am writing this not to shame you but to warn
you as my dear children.
I remember the beginning stage of my father's Christian life. He
struggled with some habits, like chain-smoking. My parents’ church
believes that one cannot adore God and be in church community
with drinking and smoking. Their church has Holy Communion every
Sunday, and before Communion begins, the pastor will ask whoever will partake to come
forward and sit in the same row. If someone does not come forward, it means that person
walked away from God during the week. It is shameful, but voluntary. Secondly, some people can't take Communion because the church has restricted it, due to some public issues.
Later, however, when this person gives a testimony (confession) in the church, they can
again participate in Holy Communion.
Unfortunately, my father couldn't participate in Holy Communion. It was shameful
for him, because everyone participated, but he was just left behind, alone. However, the
church walked side by side with him, explaining to him why they had to "shame" him so
that my father could be disciplined not only for Communion but also as a witness. At the
beginning, I felt that the shaming was so bad and humiliating. However, later I recognized
that not all shaming is bad, specifically, when shaming comes from the person who has love
and trustworthiness, we can sense their better purpose.
This is what we see in Apostle Paul's writings. Paul's concern is that Christians live,
sustain, and bear shame with Christ for the sake of the gospel. Through Paul's writings, he
employs genuine shame as a pedagogical mechanism to edify, transform, and focus on
transformation and witness. Paul writes that living according to the norm of the gospel entails standing firm with one common purpose, striving together for the faith and persevering against the enemies of the gospel. Paul uses shame as a salutary tool so that the Galatians can accurately perceive their predicament. He wants to transform their minds so that
they are capable of self-testing, self-examination, and self-reflection.
Instead of teaching our next generation that it's shameful not to have a prestigious
job or school admission, of degree or we compare families, we should feel ashamed of our
lack of spiritual growth, the lack of our missional participation, and not being an organic
light in the world.

Shame for Jesus is our call. Romans 8:35 says, "Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?" At the beginning of my father's Christian life, he felt so ashamed to carry the
Bible, he put it in a bag that he didn't want to show to the public. Today my father is in ministry that includes buying and distributing Bibles to people in public. He believes that
Christ's bearing shame is worth his life, and he is honored by God. Though in some ways,
Paul was unsympathetic and unkind, we can understand that his shaming intention is that
we all walk in the eyes of God, and we identify Christ and ourselves as a child of God.
Shalom!

Birthdays

2/1: Suzanne Nishina &
Douglas Williams
2/3: Rebecca Leung & Sets
Tani
2/5: Kenji Kinoshita &
Mariko Garrett
2/8: Andrew Iwamoto &
Roberta
Echevarria
2/9: Christina Solomon &
Julie Quezada
2/10: Damien Echavarria, Jr.
2/12: Arnie Saiki
2/14: Roy Iketani
2/16: Ruel Reyes
2/17: Steve Houck
2/19: Alfred Chu
*HAPPY 100TH!*

2/21: Keira Garcia
2/26: Helen Ikeda & Elaine
Kishona
2/29: Minaxi Bariya

-Mariko Garrett
-Joannie Wong
-Mike Hurtado
-Ken Matsumoto
-Yoko Hayashida
-Elena Littlefield
-Ernie and Ernest Tom
-Nursery School
-Echavarria family
-Marily McIver
-Mary Sue Lodwick
-Matt Nakamura
-Alfred Chu
-Derek Tani
-Jean McIver

We were very sorry for the
passing of Dorothy Kinoshita
on January 31. February 16
would have been Dorothy’s
birthday. Please continue to
pray for Kenji and the family
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February 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

7

8

9

10
Bible Study
1:00
PM
Evening Prayer
5:00 PM

11
12
Youth Zoom Scouts
Meeting 7:30 6:30-9:30 PM
PM

Zoom Worship
10:00 AM

16

14

15

Zoom Worship

Presidents
Day

PAC

22

23

10:00 AM
Valentines Day
Scout Sunday
21
Zoom Worship
10:00 AM

SATURDAY
13
East District
Training
Webinar
10 am-12 pm

18
17
Bible Study
1:00 PM
Evening Prayer
5:00 PM
Ash Wednesday
Service 7:30 pm

24
Bible Study
1:00
PM
Evening Prayer
5:00 PM

FRIDAY

19

20

Scouts
6:30-9:30 PM

25
26
Youth Zoom Scouts
Meeting 7:30
PM
6:30-9:30 PM
Discipleship
Huddle
5:30 PM

27

28
Zoom Worship
10:00 AM
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