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EASTER 2021 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his 

steadfast love endures forever! The LORD is my 

strength and my might; he has become my 

salvation. The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. This is the LORD 

doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the 

day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

Psalm 118:1, 14, 22-24 
 

 
Dear Congregants and Friends of St Andrew’s, 

 

This time last year I was writing to say that—because of COVID—St. Andrew’s was canceling its in-person Sunday 

services and suspending all other activities within the building. Here we are 12 months later still very much in 

the same position, though now we do have limited numbers meeting on Sunday mornings, as well as live-

streaming our worship services. Progress in addressing the pandemic has been slower than anyone would have 

liked, but the pace is picking up as result of available and administered vaccines. Even so, diligence is still needed. 

Masks, hand sanitizing, limited social bubbles are vital, especially with the present talk of a third wave. And, 

obviously, I encourage you to get vaccinated as soon as you are able to do so—and not to wait hoping for a 

specific vaccine—for as you will have heard, the new COVID variants are very concerning. Let’s also keep calm, 

stay connected with each other, for we will get through this dark time.  

 

That first Easter weekend was also a dark and confusing time for the disciples of Jesus. Good Friday seemed to 

be a failure; the rabbi they had been following—in whom they had placed their hopes as being God’s Messiah—

had been crucified. What had gone wrong? What would happen next? Where was God in all this? Uncertainty 

fear, and doubt filled their minds. Yet, for the most part, they stayed together as a community as they waited 

and wondered about their futures. We may have similar questions today in these unsettling times. In the midst 

of their confusion, God surprised them all on Easter Sunday. The resurrection of Jesus was not what they 

expected! Evidently something really dramatic happened in that those fearful followers of Jesus were themselves 

transformed by what they experienced and subsequently changed world history.  
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One of the things this means for us today is that the first Easter provides perspective for life. It provides a secure 

foundation as we live with all of our uncertainties, for in the life, death, resurrection, ascension of Jesus, and the 

sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, God acted in history. The present crisis is a humbling reminder that we 

are not as in control of events (global or personal) as we would like to think. As we work and pray for stability 

and safety in these seemingly-apocalyptic times, when the very fabric of society is being threatened, may we 

once again remember the profound (and shocking!) meaning of Easter and thereby live confidently because 

God—through his Spirit—is still at work in the world in transformative ways.  

 

 
Join us for our Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, and Easter Sunday live-
streamed worship services. 
 
Peace be with you all, 
 
Rev. Tim Reddish 
 

 
 

Recall the words Jesus said to his disciples just prior to his death: 

“Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give you. 

I do not give it as the world does. Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid.”  

John 14:27 

Holy Week Readings 

Holy Week Old Testament Psalm New Testament Gospel 

Monday Isaiah 42:1-9 36:5-11 Hebrews 9:11-15 John 12:1-11 

Tuesday Isaiah 49:1-7 71:1-14 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 12:20-36 

Wednesday Isaiah 50:4-9a 70 Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 

11-14 
116:1-2, 12-19 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Good Friday Isaiah 52:13-53:12 22 Hebrews 10:16-25 John 18:1-19:42 

Holy 

Saturday 
Job 14:1-14 31:1-4, 15-16 1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66; 

John 19:38-42 

St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2PWMD138-lVn41jFS2TBgw 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=130
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