
 
“Tim Reddish, trained both in physics and theology, has a nimble mind, and this probing of the 

relationship between human suffering and God is deft and profound. But mainly this is a deeply personal 

book, one in which Reddish’s own experience with loss and grief sends him farther along the path of faith. 

His journey takes him not to neatly crafted answers but instead to the cross of Jesus Christ. Readers of this 

book will learn much, and they will also be powerfully moved.” 

Thomas G. Long, Bandy Emeritus Professor of Preaching, Candler School of Theology, Emory University, 

and author of What Shall We Say? Evil, Suffering, and the Crisis of Faith. 

“Drawing from Scripture, tradition, science, and his own very personal experience with tragedy, Tim 

Reddish offers readers a clear, comprehensive, and compelling response to the problem of evil—one that 

doesn’t require us to accept that the horrendous suffering people often endure is part of God’s grand plan 

but that nevertheless offers people great hope and comfort. Whether or not readers end up agreeing with 

every aspect of Reddish’s proposal—I do not—they will find a wealth of helpful insights in this powerful 

book.” 

Gregory A. Boyd, Senior Pastor of Woodland Hills Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, and author of Is God to 

Blame? and Satan and the Problem of Evil. 

Lucid, thought-provoking, insightful, and deeply personal. Reddish shows how the path of suffering can be 

transformative, even enabling intimacy with our Trinitarian God, who participates in our suffering and 

with that of all creation. The Trinity’s journey of suffering love to the cross can become more profoundly 

real through our own experiences of pain and brokenness. 

Fr. Richard Rohr, author of The Divine Dance and Job and the Mystery of Suffering. 
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“Made real and deeply moving by his own experience of life’s limits, Tim Reddish has written a thoughtful 

account of the problem of human suffering and the Christian response to it. This book is well-informed by 

some of the best treatments of the subject in contemporary literature. It is written in a clear and readable 

manner, and should serve Christian and non-Christian discussion groups admirably.” 

Douglas John Hall, Emeritus Professor of Christian Theology, McGill University, and author of God and 

Human Suffering and The Cross in Our Context. 

“Once we set aside belief in a controlling God, faith in God becomes more interesting not less so. Reddish 

explores the implications in this readable and provocative book. The results create a new vision of God 

and a way to make sense of suffering and joy.” 

Thomas Jay Oord, author of The Uncontrolling Love of God. 

“A wise, illuminating, and moving book in practical theology—a real pleasure to read.” 

Keith Ward, Regius Professor Emeritus of Divinity, Oxford, author of Divine Action and Christ and the 

Cosmos. 

In this little gem of a book, Reddish brings the full weight of his rigorous scientific and theological mind to 

bear on questions of suffering and God in this world.  Grounded in his experience of grief, having suffered 

the untimely death of his beloved wife, Anne, Reddish examines central doctrines of the faith to consider 

how they speak into the lives of real people living and dying in the here and now.  He examines biblical 

sources, historical and contemporary theology, and especially the theology of the cross to explore 

questions of theodicy for Christians in today’s world. It is an engaging and thoughtful read, written from 

the heart of a lively and invigorated faith.  

Pamela R. McCarroll, Associate Professor of Practical Theology, Emmanuel College, University of Toronto, 

and author of Waiting at the Foot of the Cross. 

  



 

“The polarized positions, from within the church and from skeptics outside, are so loud and so effectively 
disseminated that it is often difficult for sensible, mediating positions to be heard. But I am encouraged 
that there are more and more such positions, including this straightforward defense of critical realism.”  

Mark Noll, Francis A. McAnaney Professor of History at the University of Notre Dame, and author of 
Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind. 

 
“A good book on science and faith needs to be written by someone who has a feel for science from the 
experience of working it, combined with a depth of theological understanding, and the lightness of touch 
to make it readable and exciting. Tim Reddish has written this kind of good book.” 

David Wilkinson, FRAS, Principal of St John’s College, Durham, UK, and author of 
When I Pray What Does God do? 

 
“Reddish engages Scripture faithfully and science with professional integrity. . . Reddish shows not just 
that science and faith can get along, but that when each is understood properly, they enrich each other.” 

Jim Stump, Senior Editor, BioLogos, and author of 
Science and Christianity: An Introduction to the Issues. 

 
“This is an informative book of real scholarship in which Tim Reddish addresses the supposed ‘conflict’ 
between science and Christianity head-on. By exposing the historical and cultural roots of the divide, he is 
able to point out where useful dialogue can and should occur.” 

Bill McConkey, O.Ont, FRSC, Professor Emeritus, University of Windsor. 
 

“In Science and Christianity, Tim Reddish lays an authoritative, yet personal, account of why science and 
Christianity are not contradictory ‘belief systems’. A great book to read yourself and then give to others.” 

Mike Hulme, Professor of Climate and Culture, King’s College London. 
  

 

Science and Christianity 
 

Foundations and Frameworks for 
Moving Forward in Faith 

 

 
 

 



 

 

“In this book the delights of imagination meet timeless stories of Scripture. The outcome is the retelling of 
deep truths about both the human condition and God’s remarkable grace. Tim Reddish has given us a 
whimsical and thought-provoking read that is also pure pleasure.”  

Rev. Dr. Judy Paulsen, Professor of Evangelism, Wycliffe College, Toronto. 
 
“Tim Reddish writes to address difficult questions from interesting angles. His work feels fresh, 
contemporary, challenging, and thought-provoking—without departing from orthodox faith. This book 
helps us to reflect on our lives, the better to serve the One who gave us life.”  

Ven. Nick Barker, Archdeacon of Auckland and  
Priest-in-Charge of Holy Trinity, Darlington, U.K.  

 
“This collection of short stories warms the heart and provides insight into how God is at work through 
people today. The stories take biblical topics and situate them into contemporary cultural settings, and so 
help to open our eyes to their meaning for today. In this book Tim Reddish takes on a number of 
interesting topics and handles them with grace.”  

Dr. John Sanders, Professor of Religious Studies,  
Hendrix College, and author of The God Who Risks.  

 
“In reading many of Tim’s stories I had a moment where I realized which familiar Biblical story he was 
using, only to discover an unexpected twist around the next corner. These stories are full of gentle humor 
and great insight which will keep the reader thinking for days after reading them.”  
 

Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald, Professor of Church and Society,  
Knox College, Toronto. 
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