
The Power of Naming 
  
Like a doctor who does not tell a patient they have cancer, Christian leaders fall short 
when they do not clearly state that Christendom is coming to an end. Without honest 
communication about our state of being, the church can not move forward to more 
fully embrace God's near Kingdom of healing, wholeness, assurance, forgiveness, and 
salvation. 
Christendom, the church as a social and political power, was established 1700 years 
ago when the Emperor Constantine declared Christianity to be the official religion of 
Rome. The church predated this power, and will postdate it as well. 

However, in order for the church to move forward into a new era, our first major step is 
to have honest discussions about the death of Christendom. 

Below you will find some questions to help your national agency, mid-council, or local 
church wrestle with the reality that is before us. Feel free to add, subtract, or edit these 
questions as you see fit. The important thing is to name and describe the fall of 
Christian power. 

• What are the signs that Christendom is coming to an end? How do we see this 
across our culture, and in denominational and non-denominational churches? 

• What is the overlap between Christendom and the Living Church?  

• Where is there a disconnect between Christendom and the Living Church? 

• How has the Living Church been restrained by Christendom? 

• What benefits of Christendom have we enjoyed as members, elders, pastors, and 
citizens? 

• How are we as individuals tied to these benefits in healthy and unhealthy ways? 

• How does holding onto these benefits deter God’s work among us? 

• How has Christendom made us lazy stewards of the faith? 

• How have we each contributed to the fall of Christendom? In what ways is this 
healthy and unhealthy?  
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