
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 40

EASTER MORNING
“Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed!”

-written by The Reverend Kelly Gabriele

Christ is Risen! God’s choice that women be the first to witness the empty tomb and the first to 
share the gospel is yet another proof of the truth of the gospel. If the resurrection account was 
made up, no one would choose to make women the first witnesses. Women could not serve as
witnesses in cases in the Ancient Near East. Yet God granted them the honor of being the first 
to witness to the good news. Can you imagine?

The angel at the tomb said to the women,” ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him;” (Matt.28:5-7) As the women were 
running to share the news, they ran smack dab into Jesus himself who said, “Greetings, do not 
be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” (Matt. 28: 9,10)

They must have been in total amazement! The women had been there at the crucifixion, they 
had seen His lifeless body taken off the cross. They saw the stone rolled over the tomb. They
had been in deep, deep grief… broken hearted and despairing. But in the middle of their 
sorrow God was working the most important moment in human history, the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Their mourning was turned to joy! The darkness of Friday, the silence of 
Saturday, all redeemed by the rising of the Son on that Sunday.

Today, Jesus is risen and alive in the body interceding for us in heaven. (Romans 8:34, 
Hebrews 7:25) Because He lives, we also will live. (John 14:19) We too will be resurrected 
with a new and improved, yet recognizable body just as He was. Death does not have final 
victory.

“Where O death is your victory? Where, o death is your sting?” (1 Cor.15:55) 

Praise God! He is risen indeed!

Bible Readings: Matthew 28:5–7, Mark 16:6-7, Luke 24:1-49, John 20:1-30)

How can knowing Christ has conquered death empower us to live more fully?

How can we find ways to share the good news of the gospel with those who are despairing?
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How does Christ’s suffering and resurrection give us hope for today and forevermore?

“I serve a risen Savior; He’s in the world today.
I know that He is living whatever men may say.
I see His hand of mercy; I hear His voice of cheer;
And just the time I need Him -- He’s always near.
He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today.
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives! He lives, salvation to impart.
You ask me how I know He lives: He lives within my heart!”

- Taken from the hymn, “ He Lives” by Alfred Henry Ackley, published in 1933. 

Prayer: Lord, we wait in faith for that great day when we will be with you and with those whom 
we have loved who have gone before us. We long for our glorified bodies in which we will live 
the perfect life with you in that matchless place you are preparing. Our hearts are forever
grateful for the costly price you paid for us to be your brothers and sisters, God’s sons and 
daughters forever. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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