
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 37

UPSIDE DOWN

Soon after the Lord had given Adam a mate to be with him – bone of his bone and flesh of his 
flesh, she managed to get in trouble.  God had given less than a handful of commandments for 
Adam and Eve to follow. They were to till the soil, be fruitful and multiply, tend to the animals, 
and avoid the tree of “good and evil” that was planted in the garden.  On this day, Eve found 
herself sizing up that tree about which she made three determinations: It appeared good for 
food, it was very attractive, and was desirable to make her wise.

So, in spite of the specific direction given by God, she ate of the tree. The net effect of her 
actions: she turned the world upside down. (Genesis 3:14-19)  Everything that had been perfect 
was now flawed.  Everything that was the signature of God was now destroyed.  Because of 
her selfish act, the world would and could never again be the same. This is why Paul says: “By 
one man sin entered the world . . . . “ (Romans 5:12) and because of that sin things die. This is 
the reason Jesus had to die.  The sacrifice of sheep, grain, oxen, and turtle doves as sacrifices 
all through the Old Testament did not solve the problem of the upside down world.  Only the 
death of a perfect sacrifice could accomplish that. We were powerless in this upside down 
world.  We could do nothing to right the severity of the sin of the one.  But Jesus could!

This is the “why” of Calvary.  The ugly location reserved for Roman executions was the place 
where the sinless son of God was suspended between heaven and earth.  Why?  Because only 
THAT could right the upside down world. Only that death could buy us back.

As we take time to remember on this day – the day before Jesus was crucified -- we must be 
spiritually drawn back to the events that faced the Savior.
   
His disciples sleeping while He prayed “Father, not my will but thine.”
•  The betraying kiss of a close associate.
•  The arrest and transport all around Jerusalem
•  The beatings, scolding, and humiliation heaped on him by those who called themselves 

religious.

All this to right the world that sinful man has turned upside down.  

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Romans 5: 6-11

Are you thankful for his matchless gift?  Have you told Him today? 

Take time to draw close to Him and give thanks for his amazing love for us.
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