
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 34

ATONEMENT

He was an incorrigible child. No rule was too small to break or too large to challenge.  Both 
his mother and his father were frustrated beyond measure at the behaviors of the child.  They 
had lost count of the number of times they were called by teachers, principals, and guidance 
advisors to meet at school to attempt to create behavioral guidelines that would bring the child 
into some level of submission without breaking his spirit. In total frustration, the father said 
to the boy that every time a rule was broken or that the child found himself in trouble that the 
father was going to put a 10 penny nail in the garage door for all to see.  Then, every time 
the boy would arrive home, or others would come to visit him or the family, there would be a 
visible reminder of the child’s troubling behaviors.  

In virtually no time, the garage door was covered with unsightly nails.  Every day the number 
grew.  The number became so large that it soon became no laughing matter for the young boy 
but a source of genuine embarrassment.  His peers even began to criticize him for his lack of 
ability or willingness to obey almost any rule.  Visitors to their home would ask the meaning of 
the nails in the door only to deepen his shame for his behavior when they heard an explanation.
Finally, in his embarrassment and budding remorse, the young boy asked the father to remove 
the nails. “I will not do that,” the father replied.  “What I will do, however, is remove one nail 
for every good deed you do, with the understanding that misbehavior will replace them.”  The 
young boy’s behaviors changed overnight.  

Every day nails came out of the door until soon there were no reminders of the boy’s untoward 
behavior.  He had done so many good things that his positive behaviors had become habitual 
and a source of positive reinforcement and praise. Friends began to acknowledge him and his 
changed attitude and lifestyle. One afternoon the young buy surprised the father with a special 
request. “Dad, you made your point with the nails . . . and I get it.  But there is a problem.” 
“And what would the problem be,” replied his dad. “The nails were a great reminder of how 
ugly my behaviors were.  I could see how the way I acted created so much negative, and I was 
glad when the nails came out of the door.  But the door remains ugly as a result of the nails 
having been there.  There are nail holes everywhere on the door that still serve as a reminder of 
how I used to be.  Is there anything that can be done?” “I understand the dilemma,” replied the 
father. “Let me think about what to do.”

When the boy came home from school the next day, the garage door had been caulked and 
painted and looked like it was brand new. No nails – no marks.  Problem solved.

TODAY’S POINT: Removing the nails is forgiveness. Caulking and painting is atonement.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Romans 3: 21-26
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