
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 31

LEDGERS

Some of the most interesting and informative historical reading material can be found  in the 
ledgers of famous people. Abraham Lincoln wrote every day his thoughts about the war that 
was certainly ahead of him early in his presidency. He recounted every day of the Civil War 
and ended each days notes with his prayer for the day. He captured not just the actual events 
that were occurring around him, but salted them with his reactions and opinions of them.  

Sir Winston Churchill wrote amazing memoirs as England was faced and was ultimately thrust 
into the Second World War.  He wrote of the courage that was being demonstrated by soldiers, 
statesmen, and every day citizens who were engaged in preparing England for the terrible days 
that were ahead.  His memoirs hold us to the page as he recounts the plight of a nation.

It is fascinating to read the words of Ronald Regan as he recounted standing down the 
communist in such a way that ultimately brought the cold war to a warm conclusion.
We learn much about history through these journals because they tell us so much more than 
just the events.  They tell us the event through the eyes of the characters involved in the event.

As we read the scriptures, we get much of the same perspective. Moses wrote about the fears 
he felt, the victories he enjoyed, and the triumph that God gave Him.  David opened his heart 
when it was stained with sin and showed it to us while pouring it out before the Lord.

Reading our way through the Lenten season, we feel the suffering of Jesus and must experience 
some of the guilt in the words of the Gospel writers.  The shameful denials of Peter reach out 
of the pages of the gospels and drive us to self-evaluation.  The lack of understanding of the 
truth about the meaning of the kingdom continues to be a source of embarrassment.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY: John 20: 30-31

Make a list of four things that John would have been referencing in verse 31 that were written 
“as examples for our lives” and identify what the lesson is that you should learn.
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