
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 29

JEALOUSY

How very different is the story of the birth of Jesus and His death.  Prior to the birth of Jesus 
there had been many messages that sent notice to the world of the coming of the Messiah.  
From lowly shepherds to royalty from the East, they came to join the chorus, “Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth, peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  There was neither distance 
to great nor gift to rich to give to the new born King.  Shepherds spread the word of the new 
born King as did the Magi. But consider how little time it took for “hosannas” to become 
accusations of blasphemy and blaspheme charges to become shouts of “Crucify Him.”  In 
months from the time He announced His ministry, those He has come to save turned against 
Him in large numbers looking for reasons to arrest Him and ultimately put Him to death.

Wonder why the change?  One could rightly speculate that the rejection He began to 
experience had to do with jealousy.  If Jesus really was the “King of the Jews,” that would 
mean that the Pharisees would be subject to Him.  They had not been subject to anyone up 
until now.  They had set the course of religion, had dictated all the terms and definitions 
of the law, and were positioned in such a way with the government as not to deal with any 
interference.   If Jesus was who He said He was, that would all change.

An elderly evangelist defined jealousy as “when you can’t catch the rabbit so you kill the 
hound that can.” That is a perfect definition of those who, during the Passover season, turned 
their hatred on the very Son of God and put all their energy to His death.  It was all because 
they could not “catch the rabbit.”  Jesus was interfering with their power among the Jews.  He 
was calling them hypocrites and the sons of snakes.  While not endearing terms, they certainly 
accurate ones. Their jealousy became anger, their anger became a desire for revenge, and their 
desire for revenge became their plot to execute an innocent man. Folks today do not kill Jesus 
in a literal way.  They do, however, by rejection and behavioral scorn kill Him in their hearts.  
The charges they use to put Jesus to death in their hearts are that He demands a lifestyle that 
some people simply choose not to live. They reject being “called out from among them to be a 
peculiar person.”  It is easier to kill Him to our conscience than to obey him in our lifestyle.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Psalm 1

How is your walk with the Lord?

How do you ensure that your behaviors do not “kill him” in your heart? 

What two things can you do to live like Psalm 1 suggests?
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