
40 DAYS OF PROMISE

Day 28

MARATHONS

Consider these things:

    • Being a parent
    • Friendship
    • Being a partner in a relationship
    • Being a Christian

How do you see these things?  Are they sprints – fun quickly and done?  Or are they things 
to which you give your life, your whole heart, and lots of time and energy? I cannot imagine 
a parent seeing a parenting relationship as a short run.  Certainly children have the ability to 
disappoint and to choose life styles and behaviors that we wish they would avoid.  But do we 
throw them aside? Do we throw away our friends, or are our friendships for a long time?

Considering this list, the choice that is the most daunting is your commitment to being a 
Christian.  If this is, indeed, a marathon, (and it is!) it requires work and effort and diligence. 
We give ourselves to Christ forever – not for a while. Consider the question asked in the old 
gospel hymn:

“I gave my life for thee.  My precious blood I shed. That you might ransomed be, and 
quickened from the dead I gave my life for thee – what have you given for me? “ 

-I Gave My Life for Thee Frances R. Havergal, 1858

It is interesting to watch those who enter marathons.  Tall, skinny, short, fat, handi-capable, 
folks in wheel-chairs, people with missing limbs – all run with one objective – to finish!

Look at the faces in church on Sunday.  Same folks.  And they are here for the same reason -- 
to finish the race of faith so that, at the finish line, the words will be said, “well done good and 
faithful servant.”

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY: Proverbs 3: 1-6

How are you doing as a runner? 

What do you want the race to earn you? 

40 Days of Promise  copyright 2021 Ocean Drive Presbyterian Church


