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Tilled

This is a wonderful season of the year. Riding along the highways you smell the air freshened 
with the aroma of freshly plowed fields. Farmers on tractors and laborers on foot make their 
ways down the freshly carved rows to plant seeds, or starter-seedlings as they begin the process 
of growing toward the harvest.  These seeds will die and decay in the ground and be renewed 
to produce new plants far more majestic than the seed itself. It is a beautiful time of the year 
because of the new foliage and the new life on trees and bushes.  It is a constant reminder of 
the new life that is ours in Jesus Christ.

Jesus compares us to the plants and also to the harvest.  He talks about seeds that are thrown 
by the sewer only to fall on varying kinds of soil.  Some, he teaches us, find rocks and they 
lay on the rocks and are parched by the sun. They produce no harvest. Others are forced as a 
result of where they fall, to share the soil with weeds and briars and in their infancy are robbed 
from nourishment and die. Again, there is no harvest.  Others fall on the freshly tilled soil and 
prosper.  These produce the desired harvest. 

It goes without saying that Jesus is not talking about nor is He really concerned with seeds 
and dirt.  He is talking about our hearts.  He is concerned that some have hardened their hearts 
to the point that the truth of His word cannot find a home there.  He is also concerned that 
we have so many kinds of extraneous growth (bad theology, the occult, secularism, negative 
thoughts, etc.) that the Bible has trouble finding room amidst all the clutter.  He wants our 
hearts to be like the tilled soil – ready to receive his words openly.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Matthew 13: 1-23

What do you do to keep the clutter of the world out of your heart? 

How much time do you spend each day reading the scripture and asking the Lord to help you 
understand it? 

What do you do to keep your heart soft, like tilled soil, ready to receive the seeds of truth from 
his word?
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