
40 DAYS OF PROMISE
Day 17

Delays

It seems that we are always in a hurry.  Where ever we have to go, we go there as quickly 
as we can safely drive.  We pack our days with hurry here and hurry there. The worst of all 
circumstances occurs when we are taken off of our appointed route or experience some delay 
in getting done all the things we had planned.

Exodus 13: 17 is a rarely-read verse that tells us how God led the newly-freed Hebrew nation 
into the Sinai Desert instead of around the southeast “corner” of the Mediterranean Sea into the 
promise land. (Look at a good map of the Holy land to understand better.) Why did God take 
His children on this route given that it was much longer and a rougher terrain?  God did what 
he did to keep the Children of Israel from having to encounter the Philistines before they were 
ready. Their trust in God was still a little challenged.

Next time your hurried routine gets interrupted, consider the possibility that the detour is God 
trying to keep you from having to encounter things for which you are not yet ready.  Learn to 
trust God that He is in charge and will keep you from out-running yourselves.

God’s concern with the Israelites was that they would be discouraged if they faced too much 
difficulty too quickly and would desire to return to the slavery of Egypt.  Isn’t it odd that 
the people would have preferred the slavery that they knew to freedom that they had not yet 
experienced but was a promise of God?

How like them are we?  We fear living by faith because we have become so comfortable living 
by our own devices. “I’ll take care of it, Lord” has become our montra.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Romans 8:28

1.  In this text, who or what is doing the work? God is working through all things for His 
people.  ___________________________________________________________________

2.  What can you change about yourself to allow God to lead and you to quietly follow? 

___________________________________________________________________________

3.  Will you make the changes necessary to be His follower? __________________________

4.  When and how? ___________________________________________________________
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