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     Double Down! 
Prov. 3:5-6       Eph. 2:8-10   
I Peter 1:3-4       Matt. 5:43-45 









       Faith           Works     

       Belief         Behavior  



Belief 

Behavior 



Ephesians 2:8-9 
8 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast.  



Ephesians 2:8-10 
8 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast.  
 
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.      (NIV) 



 James 2 
4 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no works? Can such faith 
save them?  
 
…15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and 
daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it?...  26 As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead. 



       Faith           Works     

       Belief         Behavior  



It’s time to “Double Down” on our belief that: 

1.  God is SOVEREIGN and in control and we must 

TRUST Him 









Psalm 33 
10 The Lord foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts 
the purposes of the peoples. 11 But the plans of 
the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart 
through all generations. 
 
Isaiah 46:10 
“I the Lord, declare the end from the beginning and 
from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my 
purpose.’”  
 



“God’s sovereignty is his right and 
power to do all that he decides to 
do.” 
 
“Absolutely everything that needs 
to be done to bring about his 
purposes, God sees to it that it 
happens.”   
         –John Piper 



John 19 
Pilate said, “Will You not speak to me? Do You 
not know that I have the right and the power to 
nail You to a cross? I have the right and the 
power to let You go free also.”  
 
Jesus answered and said, “You would not have 
any right or power over Me if it were not given 
you from above! 



“God is in control of those  

who are in control” 



9th Century BC 



II Chronicles 20 
5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the  
assembly of Judah and Jerusalem  
at the temple of the Lord in the front of  
the new courtyard 6 and said: 
 
“Lord, the God of our ancestors, are  
you not the God who is in heaven? You 
rule over all the kingdoms of the  
nations. Power and might are in your  
hand, and no one can withstand you… 



 … we have no power 
to face this vast army 
that is attacking us.  
 
We do not know what 
to do, but our eyes are 
on you!” 



It’s time to “Double Down” on our belief that: 

1.  God is SOVEREIGN and in control and we must            

TRUST Him 

2.  Jesus Christ is the ONLY HOPE for our world 



Acts 4:13  
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to mankind by which 
we must be saved.” 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead 
 
 
 



Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Hebrews 10:23 
So, let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
 
 



“Man 

“Man can live about forty days 
without food, about three days 
without water, about eight 
minutes without air...but only for 
one second without hope.” 
        -- Hal Lindsay 



It’s time to “ Double Down” on our belief that: 

1.  God is SOVEREIGN and in control and we must            

TRUST Him 

2. Jesus Christ is the ONLY HOPE for our world 

3. The WORD OF GOD IS TRUE and we must build 

our lives upon it 

 

 



Psalm 119 
My soul faints with longing for your salvation, Lord, but 
I have put my hope in your word… Your commands 
are always with me and make me wiser than my 
enemies. I have more insight than all my teachers, for 
I meditate on your statutes... I have kept my feet from 
every evil path so that I might obey your word.  



II Timothy 3:16  
Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful in 
every way—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, 
correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. 
Through the Word we are put together and shaped up 
for the tasks God has for us.                          (MSG) 





It’s time to “ Double Down” on our belief that: 

1.   God is SOVEREIGN and in control and we must                    

   TRUST Him 

2. Jesus Christ is the ONLY HOPE for our world 

3. The WORD OF GOD IS TRUE and we must build  

    our lives upon it 

4.   We must intentionally LIVE-OUT what we say we          

  believe 

 



       Faith           Works     

       Belief         Behavior  



“If we were put on trial for being Christians, would 
there be enough evidence to convict us?” 

 
“People don’t care how much we know until they 

know how much we care.” 
 

“Good Works open the door for the Good News.” 
 
 



Matthew 5:16  
Let your light so shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Philippians 2: 14-16 
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you 
may become blameless and pure, “children of God 
without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then 
you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you 
hold firmly to the word of life. 
 







Colossians 3: 12-14 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. 



Matthew 5 
 ‘You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.”  But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you,  that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven...If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own 
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not 
even unbelievers do that?  



Love Your Enemies?  This command is so contrary to human nature that even those of 

us who have said for years that we are followers of Christ have usually not followed 

Him very far on this point… Jesus tells us to love those who actively seek to do us 

harm, those who have nothing but ill will for us and will likely mock any attempt we 

make to reconcile with them.  There is absolutely nothing in it for us, at least on the 

surface.  And yet this is not just a suggestion; it is a command. 

Love Your Enemies???  
This command is so contrary to human  
nature that even those of us who have  
said for years that we are followers of  
Christ have usually not followed Him  
very far on this point…  
 
Jesus tells us to love those who actively seek to do us harm, 
those who have nothing but ill will for us and will likely mock 
any attempt we make to reconcile with them.  There is 
absolutely nothing in it for us, at least on the surface.  And 
yet this is not just a suggestion; it is a command. 



1 Timothy 2:1–2  
 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way          (ESV) 



“I am determined that I am 
going to love everybody, 
even if it kills me!  I have 
set my heart on it and I am 
going to do it.”   
 
A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) 



            ------------   

     Double Down! 



The Apostle's Creed  
 

I believe in God the Father, Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth:  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary: 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate;  

was crucified, dead and buried:  
He descended into hell: 



The third day he rose again from the dead: 
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty:   From there he shall 
come to judge the living and the dead: 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.   Amen! 



            ------------   

     Double Down! 
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