
40 DAYS OF PROMISE
Day 9 

Forgive-Why?

Everyone says forgiveness is a great idea, a wonderful Biblical concept, except when the 
wrong was done to them personally.  It is such a nice feeling to suggest to someone that they 
open their hearts to forgive others when the pain is not our own.  When we have been hurt, 
when we have been aggrieved, and when we have internalized those feelings, forgiveness 
gets tougher. Yet, Jesus’ words to us are so simple. “Forgive your enemies.”  What a strange 
concept.  It is hard enough to forgive a friend that treats you poorly.  But the Lord expects us 
to forgive the people we don’t even like.  And more than that, when Jesus taught the disciples 
to pray, he included a “forgiveness recourse statement.”  “And when you pray,” He said, “say, 
forgive us our debts (bad deeds) in the same manner and to the same measure we forgive 
others.” (Matthew 6: 12-14) 

Now that is tough - Jesus says more. (Matthew 5:23-25) “If you are offering your gifts at 
‘church’ and realize that you and a brother are at odds, leave your gift and go settle the 
grievance with your brother.”  “Get your matters settled quickly,” he concludes.
“But if I forgive them, they will just do it again. How many times do I have to get hurt?” we 
say.  Jesus answer to the disciples was than when you have forgiven the offender seven times, 
then forgive seventy times that.  He does not mean 499 times.  He means forgive without 
ceasing.  Like we pray without ceasing and like we love without ceasing. Being a Christian can 
be tough, huh?

Why all this discussion about forgiveness?  Simply -- because the body of Christ (the church) 
cannot continually be broken by poorly thought behaviors. This Biblical instruction comes 
from Jesus telling us that we are the light of the world and the salt of the earth.  He tells us that 
our lives must be better than the lives of the Pharisees. We have to give the world a model.  
The church – the life boat for sinners – cannot look like the ocean (sin) from which we seek to 
be saved.  If they look the same, how will the lost find salvation?  

That is totally Jesus’ point. How are we doing individually and collectively with that 
challenge?  Are we different than the world?  Does the world know we are different because of 
our love and compassion?

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY:  Matthew 5: 13-20

With whom are you angry?

What can you do to seize the initiative to resolve the issue? 

Are you willing to get outside the anger in order to save a relationship and heal both you and 
the other person?  What are you willing to do? 
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