
40 DAYS OF PROMISE
Day 12

Uunderstanding

Just after lunch on November 22, 1963, radio programs were interrupted with the tragic news that 
the President of the United States had been assassinated. One of the most revered television an-
nouncers was quoted as saying, “I do not understand why anyone would take the life of this young 
man, leaving a wife and two small children behind.” On the morning of the now famous September 
11, 2001, millions sat on sofas in their dens or at breakfast tables and watched terror raise its ugly 
head for only the second time in history on American soil.  The consistent theme during the days 
that followed this event was: “I don’t understand why people hate Americans so much that they 
would kill total strangers.”

Consider the number of times you have watched events unfold around you and the only thing you 
can say is, “I don’t understand.” Evil deeds, the scripture tells us, are done in darkness.  To under-
stand why man does wrong, the wrong and the wrong-doer must be brought to the light.  Christians 
live in the light so that our deeds are always seen by God.  We have nothing to hide because our 
deeds are done for Him.

Paul says it this way in Ephesians 5:8-20, 

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For 
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto 
the Lord.And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.For 
it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.But all things that are 
reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he 
saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then 
that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.And be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;Giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;” Eph 5:8-20 - KJV

Our understanding of everything that is around us comes as a result of our faith.  While we may not 
be able to explain untoward circumstances, we can live with them because of our faith.

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY: II Corinthians 12: 9

When have your found yourself confused by life’s circumstances
 and/or difficulties you have experienced? 

How did your faith get you through the problem? 
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