
40 DAYS OF PROMISE
Day 10
Searching

The 15th chapter of the  gospel of Luke is called the “lost and found chapter.”  Jesus 
tells three parables:  He tells the story of the lost sheep.  One tenth of the shepherds 
flock had wondered away.  Nonetheless, he left the 9 tenths in order to pursue the one.  
Jesus told about a lady who had lost a small denomination coin but left everything else 
she owned to search until she found it.  Finally, he told of the son who had gone away 
and wasted his inheritance only to return home to receive a new inheritance.  Jesus 
shared the story in order to teach us the message of the triumphant return of the one who 
was lost.

Each of these parables reminds us that God is always working through the Holy Spirit 
to keep his children with him. It is comforting for us to know that He loves us so much 
that he wants to keep us with him – safe and secure.  

It is so easy to stray away from His fold like the sheep. Even though we have great 
value to Him, we can slip away and be lost in the clutter the world puts around us 
like the coin.  Like the prodigal, we do not use our gifts as we should and leave our 
Heavenly Father waiting for our return.  But the power in the message of the three 
parables is the promise that God is always searching for us.  He wants us back home.  
He waits and he seeks.

What a loving God we have.  David describes the heart of the lost as they return to the 
Father by saying “The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken contrite 
heart God will not despise. (Psalm 51:17)  When we return, we return with humility – 
repentantly. 

BIBLE READING FOR TODAY: Psalm 139 (emphasis on 23-24)

In what three activities do you participate each day to keep from slipping away from 
Him? _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

What two things do you do when you feel yourself being drawn back into the world and 
away from your spiritual walk? _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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