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Request for Proposals – Marketing/Branding/Communications Consultant  

 

The mission of MLK Center is to educate youth, empower families, and build community through quality 

multi-generational programs that advocate for our neighbors, promote racial justice, and provide a 

peaceful space to connect.   

 

MLK Center is in need of a firm to provide an updated branding and messaging plan for our community-

based organization that provides support for neighborhood youth and their families and builds 

community in Butler Tarkington, Crown Hill, Mapleton Fall Creek, and Meridian Kessler. This firm will 

work closely with the Executive Director, Deputy Director, and Fund Development Coordinator to 

refresh the organizational brand and identity to represent current successes and strategic direction over 

the next year.  The ultimate goal is to build the reputation of MLK Center that leads to increased 

volunteers and annual revenue. 

Since 2014, we have swiftly advanced through many stages of a nonprofit organization lifecycle, 

including decline, renewal/turnaround, growth, and stability.  The 2022-2023 year includes our 50th 

birthday, and we are now looking forward to the next phase.  Highlights over the past five years include:  

• Opening of the prestigious Best Buy Teen Tech Center bringing state of the art technology to 

neighborhood youth, designed to close the achievement gap for young people of color in the 

workforce. 

• Awarded a four-year 21st Century Community Learning Center grant from the Indiana Department of 

Education for elementary age after school programming at IPS School #43, that was automatically 

renewed another four years based on performance. 

• Awarded a four-year 21st Century Community Learning Center grant from IDOE for middle school 

age youth, that was the highest ranked proposal in the state of Indiana.  

• Developed a partnership team with Indianapolis Parks Alliance, Midtown Indy, and City of 

Indianapolis to manage and program Tarkington Park.   

• Launch of Midtown-Get-Around, a neighborhood based micro-transit social enterprise partnership 

with IndyGo that provides essential trips to grocery stores, medical appointments, laundromats, 

work, school, and pharmacies. 

• Launch of our Nonviolence Training based on Dr King’s 6 Principles and 6 Steps for Social Change, as 

a key part of our equity work. 

• Awarded a five-year Enhancing Opportunity grant from Lilly Endowment, to develop and launch 40 

W Digital, a video production social enterprise dedicated to teaching 17- to 24-year-olds key 

employability and life skills.   

• MLK Center staff has grown from just eight in March 2020 to thirty-two in August 2022, becoming a 

certified Good Wage employer.  



 

 

• In 2021, we completed a $2.2 million capital campaign to fund an essential-repairs renovation 

project, with plans for a 20,000 square foot expansion in 2024.     

To capitalize on this success, we are looking for strategies and deliverables related to:  

• Messaging for a 50th birthday campaign (programming began January 1973) 

• Messaging for an impact report  

• Updated messaging for the Phase 2 capital campaign  

• Branding and marketing strategies for Nonviolence Training program  

• Branding and marketing strategies for 40 W Digital social enterprise  

• Brand guide for social media calendar  

• Updated Wordpress website reflecting refreshed branding 

• Other recommendations based on the firm’s expertise 
 
 
Interested firms should send a short proposal (if written, no more than three pages) by Wednesday, 
September 30, 2022, to Allison Luthe, Executive Director, Allison@MLKCenterIndy.org with the following 
information:  
 

1. Relevant experience and success executing our desired strategies and deliverables 
2. Relevant experience assisting organizations with a similar place-based and/or social justice focus  
3. Your firm’s alignment with our mission 
4. Proposed timeline for project completion 
5. Proposed detailed budget and payment points 
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