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2020-2021 School Theme:
Walking Together In Christ

Merry Christmas! We are thankful we’ve made it to December and are STILL doing
in-person learning! WOW! God is GOOD! We recently honored all the students who
had achieved Honor Roll and High Honor Roll for first semester. They were excited
to get their certificates.

Click here to see the mission and ministry of Unity School (and feel free to pass this
link along to friends and family. Click here to play the Unity Promo Video

Chapel Speakers
Our students continue to enjoy having guest speakers come in to lead our Wednesday
Chapel Service every week. Last week we enjoyed having Mr. Jeff Fick from the SID
Office come and share the birth of Jesus from the view point of Gabriel the angel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zxs2hbOMr6g&t=16s


Belong To Jesus Time
Every Thursday a different group of students leads the “Belong to Jesus” time.
Pictured here is Mrs. Roy’s 3rd grade class telling the story of Jesus’ birth. A few
weeks ago Mr. Williams' 8th grade class did a great job telling the story of David and
Goliath by doing a skit.

Click here to play the
“David and Goliath Skit”

Here are some cute pictures of the students enjoying themselves on a beautiful Fall
day. Apparently throwing the leaves at the camera lady is a fun thing to do!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_RxCiHmOpI&t=120s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_RxCiHmOpI&t=120s


Leaf Angels

We are THANKFUL to God for our many blessings!

Click below to hear what some of our students share that they are thankful for
during Thanksgiving week

Thankful Video #1

Thankful Video #2

We are SO VERY GRATEFUL for YOU!!!
Our annual budget is $1,086,950. Unity School relies heavily on gracious donors like
you, and once again, you did NOT disappoint us! Our 2020 Annual Fund Drive was a
success, and we thank all of you who gave! We had 227 people who donated and
together you blessed us with $182,295!! Whooo-Hooo!! Also our Giving Tuesday
Campaign went well and in one day we had 16 donors that gave $2,915. Even though
that did not reach our matching goal of $10,000, our 2 generous matching grant
donors still gave $10,000 each, and so we were blessed with a total of $22,915!
WOW! Together, those 2 campaigns cover about one-fifth of our annual budget.
What a great way to end the year :-) It’s never too late to give to the Annual Fund,
and we thank you for YOUR prayers and support! I love Proverbs 11:25: “A generous
person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” So we say
“THANKS for being a Refresher" to Unity!

Click Here to Access the Annual Fund Letter

Bible Class Visits
I was excited to visit and present to the Life Light

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaLqqRd9lB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6ZQxBtiEfs
https://files.constantcontact.com/e4c62a76301/25d4ee01-dab8-46a8-a864-403a1c6f4f96.pdf


Ladies Bible Class that meets at Concordia Kirkwood.
This is a VERY exciting group of ladies who love
Jesus and our students very much! They gave our
school a donation as well as supported a class for
Birthday Bags! Thank you, Life Light Ladies!!

THREE CHEERS FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS!

We had so many wonderful volunteers who helped with
the Annual Fund mailing. First we had the “addressers”:
Mrs. Carol Knight, Mrs. Mildred Cooper and Mrs. Alice
Gully (pictured here) and also Mrs. Ashley Chevis, Mrs.
Kyarra Crawford and Mrs. Lesley Johnson, and then
ladies from Life Light Bible Class in Kirkwood, MO
(pictured above) were Jane Edmiston, Sharon
Burkhardt, Carrol Virus, and Becky Wildermuth. These

lovely ladies helped HAND address the 2,000 envelopes for our Annual Fund Mailing!
AWESOME! 

Next we had “stuffers.” This group (left to right) was Sue Minor, Phyllis Epperson,
Nancy Stallard, Alice Moore and Charity Stewart. We also had Pastor Long and Tony
Washington come to volunteer. Finally, we had Mr. Williams' 8th graders put on
stamps and seal envelopes. TEAM-work makes the DREAM-work, and we got them in
the mail! THANK YOU for your SUPPORT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Our library ladies continue to work hard
entering book titles. They have entered
about 5,000 titles, which leaves only
10,000 to go! If you are willing to come
and do some data entry, we will train you!
Please let us know by emailing Nancy
Stallard at nstallard@unityesl.org

The Lutheran Church of Webster Gardens in Saint Louis was the 1st group to step up



and start assembling Birthday Bags for our students. Dave and Pat Berner asked
their friends to help assemble over 30 bags using a Thrivent Action Team Grant to
buy many of the small gifts. They covered our Pre K3, Pre K4 and Kindergarten
classes. Other groups and individuals stepped up, including Zion Lutheran Church in
Carlinville, IL, who sponsored the 8th grade class, and The Life Light Bible Class from
Concordia Kirkwood who sponsored the 7th grade class. We are so grateful for all of
these groups and individuals that are supplying our students with a birthday gift
during their birthday month.

Click Here for a
Video about the Birthday Bags

Thrivent is here to HELP!!!
If you are a Thrivent Member, you can help us in 2
ways!!!!
1.       Apply for an Action Team Grant
Go to www.thrivent.com and scroll down and click on
“Generosity”
 or click here:   Volunteer Opportunities | Thrivent Action Teams
to apply for an Action Team Grant. Every Thrivent member has TWO grants a year
and the year is quickly coming to an end! If you don’t use it, you will LOSE it! Some
ideas would be : Christmas gifts for our neediest students, ( we can still buy them in
January, it’s ok if they are a little late ) bookshelves for teacher’s rooms, more
outdoor play time equipment ( jump ropes, skip ropes, soccer goals, sidewalk chalk) a
plan to beautify our playground asphalt top and paint “games” on it like 4 square, hop
scotch etc… to beautify our garden area with picnic benches and landscaping, a
second basketball hoop so they can play an actual game.

2.       Thrivent Choice Dollars
Remember you can apply your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Unity! You need to do this

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL9tpJ7EZeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL9tpJ7EZeM
http://www.thrivent.com
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-action-teams.html


by March 31st. To do that simply go to www.thrivent.com and scroll down and click on
“Generosity”
Or click here:  Generous Giving and Member Stewardship | Thrivent Choice
Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” and find us at “Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary
School.” 

Staff Spotlight
This month our staff Spotlight falls on Mrs. Hardieway,
who is our AMAZING 5th grade teacher! Mrs.
Hardieway has been teaching at Unity for eleven years,
having started in 2009. She received her Masters in
Special Education in 2017. The students all say they
love her upbeat attitude, that she gives them chores to
do each week, and that in the mornings she plays fun
Christian music to get them energized for the day.
Students also say she is very funny. She says that what

she likes about teaching at Unity is that she can share Jesus with her students. Her
students say they love it when she expands on the lessons from Belong to Jesus time
back in the classroom. She also makes learning a LOT of fun for her students.
Recently she taught them about “Context Writing” and had them write out
instructions on how to make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. Then she brought in
peanut butter, jelly, and bread and had her students make the sandwich based ONLY
on what they wrote. Some students did not get to “make” a sandwich and thus went
hungry after the activity. You can be sure next time they write instructions they will
give more details! Great life lesson! She also really loves her students, and it shows in
how she interacts with them. Mrs. Hardieway feels our donors are a true blessing to
this school because they allow the teachers to provide a quality education while
teaching about God’s love. Through our school, the community can see how God can
work in any environment. We are grateful for Mrs. Hardieway!

Click here for Staff Spotlight on Mrs. Hardieway Video

Wine Tasting in February 2021 will look a little different this year...
watch the January newsletter for details!

Annual October Walkathon moved to May 2021!

We're Now on Instagram!
For regular updates on activities at school.

Just click the links above for Instagram or Facebook.

Visit our Website

http://www.thrivent.com/
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTrPUst9aao
http://www.unityesl.org/

