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(Deletions appear in strike through, additions appear underlined) 

Item No. 1 

PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 
OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE VI - Chartered Commanderies 

Section 84. Quorum. For the purposes of conducting a Commandery conclave 
meeting, including conferring one or more of the Orders, a quorum of a Commandery 
conclave meeting shall consist of nine or more members of the Commandery entitled to 
vote therein, including an Officer authorized to open the same. For the purposes of 
conducting a Commandery business meeting, when less than nine members of the 
Commandery entitled to vote are present, a quorum of a Commandery business 
meeting shall consist of five to eight members of the Commandery entitled to vote 
therein, including an Officer authorized to open the same. If a Commandery is opened 
with less than nine members of the Commandery entitled to vote present, then the 
Short-Form Opening in the current Grand Encampment Ritual shall be used. (Amended 
6/7/19, ??/??/??) 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

The current Section 84 reads, “A quorum of a commandery, for the purpose of 
conducting business, consists of nine Sir Knights, five of whom are members entitled to 
vote therein, including an officer authorized to convene the same.” This section is based 
on Section 66 in the Grand Encampment Constitution (CSD). 

The 2011 CSD Section 66 read, “A quorum of a Commandery consists of nine members 
entitled to vote therein, including an Officer authorized to open the same.” Our original 
Section 84 was based on this Grand Encampment section. 

During the 2018 Grand Encampment Triennial, Section 66 was amended to read, “A 
quorum of a Commandery consists of nine members entitled to vote therein, including 
an Officer authorized to open the same. A Grand Commandery may by law provide for a 
lesser number for quorum purposes; provided that such number shall not be less than 
five.” The 2019 amendment of our Section 84 was an attempt to update the section to 
the new allowance for opening with less than nine members, but it was not fully 
successful. 



During the 2021 Grand Encampment Triennial Conclave, Section 66 was amendment to 
read, “A quorum of a Commandery consists of nine members entitled to vote therein, 
including an Officer authorized to open the same. A Grand Commandery may by law 
provide for a lesser number for quorum purposes; provided that such number shall not 
be less than five. If a Commandery is permitted to be opened with less than nine 
members and there are not nine or more Sir Knights present, the Short-Form Opening 
in the 2019 Ritual shall be used.” It is clear from this wording, that the Grand 
Encampment was allowing Grand Commanderies to amend their Laws and Regulations 
to provide a way for their Constituent Commanderies to open a Commandery with less 
than nine members. 

Your Templar Jurisprudence Committee has studied the issue concerning a quorum. We 
have concluded that the Constituent Commanderies of the Grand Commandery of 
Missouri should be allowed to open their Commanderies for either a Conclave meeting 
requiring nine or more Sir Knights or a business meeting requiring five to eight Sir 
Knights. 
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Templar Jurisprudence Committee 


