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Listening to the Spirit: When God Finds You
Maybe people talk about “finding Jesus” or “accepting Jesus” and that is
certainly one way to look at how God works in our lives. Luke 14 presents a
different view. Jesus tells a parable about a man hosting a large dinner with
many people invited. When it was drawing near for the time of the dinner, the servants went out
to remind people of their invitation. (This reminds me of when my
children were young and I would call the parents of my children’s
friends to see if their child was coming to a birthday party.) Many of
the people who were invited to the great feast made excuses why
they couldn’t come. One had purchased a new farm and wanted to
go see it. Other had bought some new work animals and wanted to
check on that. A third was recently married, and used that as an
excuse. (I wonder what his wife thought?) All had good excuses for their busy lives which
prevented them from answering the master’s invite.
All the time, God is inviting us to get closer to him. Through acts of service, prayer,
corporate and private worship, communion, study, and service, we find our space for God getting
larger. We find our journey with God becoming more a celebration of companionship, than a routine. All the time, God is inviting us, presenting us with opportunities to come to the party, spend
time with him, because he loves us. I wonder if sometimes it feels like a parent nagging their adult
child to come back home for a visit, but because the parent is expected to be around for a long
time, the adult child finds more exciting things to do.
When the servants went back to report the low expected attendance, the master sends the
servants to the busiest of streets to collect the beggars to come to the feast. Where there was still
room, he sent them to the highways to invite travelers and strangers to come. He even sent them
to the back alleys where a certain criminal element lurked.
At the end of the parable, those who were invited originally completely missed the feast.
Maybe there would be another down the road? God is far more patient and persistent than many
of us who take rejection personally. But that party was filled with the least expected crowd.
What does this parable tell us about Jesus? He wants people to share the joy with him! He
is actively inviting us to spend time in celebration with him! It also paves the way for when the
Holy Spirit begins to work not just through Jewish believers, but through non-Jews as well. God
keeps reaching, keeps inviting. He wants the party full! He’s not looking for reasons to exclude
people, but decides to include even the most questionable elements in his invitation.
You’re Invited!
Pastor Vicki

Notes about Worship:
We are back in the building with masks and social distancing for
both services and Wonderful Wednesdays.
Any service in the sanctuary can also be watched in the church basement. Yes, you can worship with us from a pew, or table in the basement. Wonderful Wednesday confirmation and kids
programming utilizes the biggest expanse of space in the church and Wesley Place facilities.

Singing? Please join in at the end of each in-person service to sing along. By waiting
until the end and singing through our masks, we don’t have prolonged exposure to
air-borne particles.
Communion? Still an integral part of the first Sunday of each month, communion is now
taking another form for our ease and protection. The individual servings of combined
wafer/communion cups will be replaced with fresh bread and a grape in individual
baggies. This set up will be easier to open and sweeter to the taste.
Coffee fellowship? For the time being, there is no food or drink being served at worship
services nor meals at Wonderful Wednesdays.
We are still on line. Usually, we live stream services to our Facebook Page. With recent
sound difficulties, we have gone back to posting our 10:30 services on our Youtube Channel.:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm-lCmWpjthsQbg-VIVjPvQ
or simply Google Youtube and type Spirit Lake United Methodist Church in the search bar

Messages This Month:
Feb. 7: Communion Sunday*
“First Things First”, James 5
Feb. 14: Tammy preaches
Feb. 17

Ash Wednesday Service

Feb. 21: “The Desperate Father”, Mark 9:14-29
Feb. 28: “Should I Forgive?” Matthew 18

* Drive Through Communion from 12-1pm on February 7
Stacie Cornwall for delivering our Socks and Underwear donations!
JoAnn Reed for making our Epiphany Stars!
Kent and Mary Johannsen for making individually wrapped communion!
Everyone who helped us put away our Advent decorations!
For all who have faithfully supported our ministries, especially during the pandemic!
To everyone who provided music, leadership, or technical aid to worship!

M.A.C.—Ministry Advisory Committee
This is the name our “new” One Board will be known by. When you see MAC meetings in our
bulletin or on our church calendar, know our leaders are gathering to seek God’s will and plan for
programming and ministry and growth opportunities that will help us Make Disciples and Make a
Difference! As a reminder, MAC members are:
Jayson Wollmuth (Chair), Lori Bower (Vice-chair), Leah Sexton (Secretary), Pastor Vicki Fisher,
Tammy Branum, Carol Larson, Paul Kollasch, John Racine, John Sandison,
Bill Grice, Denny Galloway, and Caroline Tritle.
MAC meets two times each month. The Committee has divided itself ; providing liaisons who have
specialties in working with staff, managing the physical property, keeping tabs on finances, and
supporting/working with our varied ministries.
MAC is focused on our Church Goals for 2021:
1. To build spiritual depth. (Add new small groups, new leaders, new ways to learn and connect.)
2. To strengthen our connection to each other. (Reconnect with those in assisted living and at the care
centers. Try new mission projects, both for small groups and congregation wide.)
3. To provide opportunities to connect to families who drop off their children at our church, but the
adults have limited participation. (Ideas: A small group during Wonderful Wednesday and Sunday
School. More opportunities for kids to share in worship. Others?)
4. To successfully transition to the Single Board model. (What does success look like? When new
leaders are being discipled, new ministries started, and the Mission remains central to our work.)

Lent Begins!

Quiet Fund:

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17.
We will be having a worship service at 7 p.m. The
service will be slightly modified to address safety
concerns. This year, our Sunday Lenten messages
will be tied to the book, “Embracing the Uncertain” by
Magrey deVega. We have some books in the office
if you’d like to purchase one for $11.

The Spirit Lake United Methodist
Church has a fund to help
individuals and families who are
in need. If you need food or other
assistance, please contact the
church.

We are looking to record some stories about how God
helped you through an uncertain time. Do you have a
story to share? We’d like to record you in person or via
Zoom. Stories will be shared periodically during Lent on
Facebook. Typed stories are also welcome, if you prefer
that medium!

Do you need a Pastoral visit?
Pastor Vicki is always glad to call and has
been making visits
(wearing a mask).
Please call the church or her cell phone.

You should not attend in-building gatherings if you answer "yes"
to any of these questions:
Am I showing any flu-like symptoms?
Have I not been feeling well?
Have I been exposed to someone with symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19?
Have I traveled internationally in the last two weeks?
Have I had a fever of 100.4 or higher in the past 14 days?
Is there any medical reason why I believe I should not be around others?
Do I or others in my household have a compromised immune system?

SOUPer Bowl
February 7
In conjunction with
football’s Super Bowl
Sunday, we will again be
collecting cans of soup to
donate to Upper Des
Moines and the Backpack
Program
Help us make a
touchdown against hunger
and win the game by
bringing cans of soup to
church. Every item you
bring provides someone
with a hot meal!

College Scholarships
Are you or someone you know from our church preparing for your first
or second year of college? We may be able to assist you financially!


Scholarships available through Memorial funds



Applications due April 1



Forms at the end of this newsletter or available in the church
office

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY
6:00-7:00
KID’S CLUB in the church basement
COMFIRMATION at Wesley Place (then youth group to follow)
5th-6th Gr YOUTH in the church basement
Sr HIGH YOUTH in the Youth Pod

It’s too good to miss!
9:30 am
Paige Hall

Virtual Coffee with friends:
This new tradition continues!!
Don’t miss out on the fun and information shared
every Wednesday morning from 11-noon.

https://us02web.zoom.usj/84236211845
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,84236211845# US
Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799

FEBRUARY2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3
11:00 Zoom
1:00
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6:00 Wonderful
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
2:00 Women’s
Bible Study w/
Tammy

5
10:30
Women’s
Bible
Study w/
Tammy

6

11
2:00 Women’s
Bible Study w/
Tammy

12
10:30
Women’s
Bible
Study w/
Tammy

13

6:00 pm Missions
Via Zoom

7 COMMUNION
SOUPer Bowl Sunday

8

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30
Contemporary
Worship
12-1 Drive Through
Communion
14

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30
Contemporary
Worship
Pastor Vicki on
21 LENT

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30
Contemporary
Worship
28 LENT

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30
Contemporary
Worship

9

10
1:00
11:00 Zoom
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6:00 Wonderful
6:00 Ministry
Wednesday
Advisory
Committee (MAC)
via Zoom

Pastor Vicki on vacation
15

16

17 ASH
WEDNESDAY
11:00 Zoom
Coffee with
Pastor
6:00 Wonderful
5:30 pm Education Wednesday

vacation

———————-

22

23

18

19

20

25

26

27

7:00 Ash
Wednesday
Service

24
11:00 Zoom
1:00
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6:00 Wonderful
6:00 Ministry
Wednesday
Advisory
Committee (MAC)
via Zoom

2/3
2/10
2/13
2/14
2/16
2/19
2/21
2/23
2/26

—————-

Peggy Jones
Dee Olson
Audrey Allen
Gene Fales
Elsie Wetzeler
Doris Hausmann
Sunny Fronk, Bonnie Hawes
Doc Maris
Roger Jones, Raeburn Louscher,
Wally Reed

LIFE GROUPS
Perhaps you have heard the saying—“We’re better together!” And it’s true. God created us to live in
community with one another. We are not meant to do all the things on our own. As part of our goals for
2021, we would like to start a Life Groups Ministry for the purpose of bringing people together to grow
Christ-centered relationships. We would do this through Life Groups—small groups of Christ-followers
who meet regularly to grow relationships, study God’s Word, serve the world around them, or just
simply do life together. The ultimate goals of this ministry would be to add
new small groups, bring up new leaders and find new ways to connect
with one another. A Life Group could be a small group Bible or Book
study, a book club, a physical activity, arts & crafts, any special interest.
They can be short-term or long-term. Two things would be required for
new Life Groups: 1)There must be praying for and with other
members of the group 2) A way to encourage and build up new
leaders should be sought.
If you have an idea for and/or are willing to lead a new Life Group, please contact Tammy for details

Not back to church yet? That’s ok—you can still
leave your offering in the drop box or mail it to
the church. These February gifts are like love
letters we can take to the bank!

Drive Through Communion
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 from noon-1pm

Bible Study continues with Tammy each
week. You may choose either Thursday
(at 2pm) or Friday (at 10:30am)

Adopt-A-Day
Don’t forget to sign up on the clipboard in
the Narthex or by contacting the office
and designating your $50 check
as “adopt-a-day” for your
special day(s) in February.
Show your LOVE, honor your LOVED one(s)

You can attend this study in
person—with masks and
social distancing in the Fireside Room! Please let Tammy
know if you are coming to the
church.
Also available as an online
group.
Our facilities look so nice! Thanks to
Mary Carlson, Dave Bjork and Larry
Jerge for your work.

Dear friends: let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love.
1 John 4:7-12 (CEB)

DEADLINE: April 1, 2021

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
(Applicants must be a member of Spirit Lake UMC)
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________
(Last)

(First)

(Middle)

HOME ADDRESS: ___________________________________PHONE______________________
DATE OF BIRTH: _______________ BIRTHPLACE: __________________________________
FATHER'S NAME: ___________________ ADDRESS: _________________________________
MOTHER'S NAME: ___________________ ADDRESS: ________________________________

NAME THE SCHOOLS YOU HAVE ATTENDED:

Dates
Name of School and Location
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
GRADE POINT AVERAGE: Cur r ent year : ____________ Cumulative: _____________
COLLEGE ATTENDING THIS FALL______________________________________
State the estimated total cost of the post-secondary education you plan to pursue. Please include tuition,
room and board, books, fees and related expenses. $________________.
State the degree you plan to pursue and how you would use the Scholarship money to achieve your
post-secondary educational goals.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
List honors and awards you have received.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

REFERENCES:
High School Teacher:

_________________________________________
Name
________________________________________
Address

College Teacher:

________________________________________
Name
________________________________________
Address

Friend (Non-family member):
________________________________________
Name
________________________________________
Address
Please set forth any additional comments you would like the Committee to consider, including involvement
in Spirit Lake UM Church and the community.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
By my signature below, I certify that the information provided in this application is correct and
accurate.
Dated: __________________

__________________________________
Applicant's Signature
PLEASE CHECK

THE SCHOLARSHIP YOU WISH TO APPLY FOR:
___ Gamble/Thomas (Ministry, Christian Education, Nursing, Medicine)
___ Geraldine Steele (any IOWA college in any field)
___ Endowment (any college in any field)
___ Muriel Smith (any college in any field)

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
Friday

9:30-noon/1:00-3:00
9:00-noon

