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Pastor’s Reflections: Christ the King

November 22 is Christ the King Sunday.
It is a Sunday when we celebrate the reign of Jesus in heaven and we anticipate his return and reign to earth. As we approach the end of a contentious
election cycle, it’s good to remember: I have a King. I have a savior. I have
one to whom I have pledged my life. I have Christ in me, the hope of glory!
Christ the King Sunday reminds me of the already and not yet of the kingdom of Jesus. When Jesus walked the earth, he declared that the “kingdom
is among you” (Luke 17:21). He told stories of what God’s kingdom would be
like. Stories about when the lost are found, when a little goes a long way,
when the last become first. He invited his followers to pray that his kingdom
would come on earth as it is in heaven. The kingdom is already here, and not
yet.
The kingdom is already here, but still coming into the world. It comes
into the world when the poor are cared for, the orphans protected, the
widows remembered. The kingdom comes into the world when enemies are
reconciled, justice is pursued, and righteousness is valued. The kingdom
comes into the world when it’s no longer okay for any child to get beaten up
on the playground for any reason. When we choose compassion, forgiveness,
and love. We are a part of answering our own prayers for, “thy kingdom
come, thy will be done.”
Then there is the final arrival of God’s kingdom, when the kingdoms of
this world stream to God’s mountain and peace is proclaimed in all the world
and in the hearts of people. The return of Christ has been longed for and
anticipated for 2000 years. Some focus on the conquest of Jesus over evil. I
tend to focus on the healing of the world, of our relationships, and ultimately
of our souls. He is the Prince of Peace who said, “blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.” When I think about this election,
my work is clear, to keep loving my enemies as we work for a just peace. I
know who my King is and I know what kind of king he is.
Serving the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords with you, my beloved,
Pastor Vicki

Messages This Month:
Nov.1 All Saints Day:
“Remember and Hope” Psalm 130, Revelation 21:1-7
We will name aloud those church members who have died in the past 12 months
along with those whose services we have had, who were friends of the church. There will be a
banner in the foyer that you can add bells to before worship in memory of a loved one. As worship
begins, the banner will enter the sanctuary and their sounds will remind us of voices now silenced
on earth. We will celebrate communion with individual elements at the very end of worship.
Nov. 8 “Giving with Freedom” Matthew 10:1-8, 2 Corinthians 9:1-7

Nov. 15 Camp Sunday “Special guests from camp sill share!
Nov. 22 Christ the King and Consecration Sunday Matthew10:1-8, Matthew 14:13-21
We dedicate our pledgers for 2021

Advent begins on November 29
This year we will talk about “Socks and Underwear.” Sometimes God gives us exactly
what we need, but not what we want. If we dare to look a little closer, we might find
the gift is far more than we expected!
Nov. 29 “Socks and Underwear: The Unexpected Gift” John 1:1-5, Matthew 1:18-25

Notes about Worship: In addition to live stream on Facebook
We are in building with masks for both service. Any service in the sanctuary can now be heard
in the parking lot at 88.1 fm or watched in the church basement. Yes, you can worship with us
from the parking lot, the basement, the sanctuary, or the comfort of home!

Mask are mandatory at indoor worship and social distancing is recommended.
Questions:
If the school goes entirely on line at some point, we will go entirely on line as well?
Maybe! Right now, everyone at worship is wearing masks, which minimizes risk. If a
number of people do no wear masks or wear them improperly, that creates a much
different situation.
Coffee fellowship? For the time being, there is no food or drink being served at worship
services. We are keeping an eye on local numbers and will re-evaluate as needed. Feel
free to stick around and visit with your masks on.

A note about indoor worship:
The Congregation is now invited to join in on singing the last song of the day, but only
the last song! Why? In short, it’s all about mask effectiveness and exposure time.
Masks do not work properly with the force used to sing. If we keep any congregational
singing to the end of worship, potential exposure to the coronavirus will be limited to a
few minutes in a large area. Also, folks can leave before the last song, if they choose. If
we sing early in worship, exposure time increases which increases risk of transmission.

You should not attend in-building gatherings if you answer "yes"
to any of these questions:
Am I showing any flu-like symptoms?
Have I not been feeling well?
Have I been exposed to someone with symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19?
Have I traveled internationally in the last two weeks?
Have I had a fever of 100.4 or higher in the past 14 days?
Is there any medical reason why I believe I should not be around others?
Do I or others in my household have a compromised immune system?

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY

6:00-7:00
KID’S CLUB in the church basement
COMFIRMATION at Wesley Place (then youth group to follow)
5th-6th Gr YOUTH in the church basement
Sr HIGH YOUTH in the Youth Pod

Then Feed Just One

SAVE THE DATE!

Due to the virus,
our all- church mission project, Children’s Christmas Program
Then Feed Just One, has been December 20th
delayed indefinitely. There is a 10:30 Service Only
possibility of sending our youth Please contact Amy Bergman at amy@spiritlakeumc.org to let
group to their location for a
her know if your Preschool-8th Grade child is planning to
special event. We will do this
participate in this year’s Christmas Program.
mission at some point, so
please, don’t hesitate to mark
your gifts accordingly!

Please complete and return!

Building the Church Together!
When we join Spirit Lake United Methodist Church, we pledge to support the
church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. On November 22,
Christ the King Sunday, we will renew our membership vows and make a pledge
to serve the church in the future. Please return your pledge to the church by
November 22, or if you are at in-person worship that day, there will be a time
in church to dedicate these pledges.

I am interested in: (Check all that apply)
_______

Growing my faith by joining or leading a small group (ie: Bible Study,
Sunday School, Book Study.) ___________On line only.

_______

Enrolling my children in Sunday School and/or Wonderful Wednesday.

_______

Helping in Sunday School and/or Wonderful Wednesday.

_______

Leading or participating in a short-term mission or service project.
(Locally or other)

_______

Volunteering to do odd jobs around the church property.

_______

Being a part of a home communion or visitation team.

_______

Making phone calls to help us stay connected during the pandemic.

_______

Worship Substitute (reading scripture, children’s message).

_______

Becoming an Usher or Greeter.

_______

Serving in the Tech/Sound Booth

_______

Serving on a team (circle one) Education, Liturgical Arts, Missions

_______

Other________________________________________

Name:______________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________
(Please bring to worship or return to the office by November 22.)

Because Christ is my King, I also pledge this portion of my income for
2020:
As God blesses, my/our commitment for 2021 is:________________
____I would like giving boxes.
_____I would like to be contacted about automatic withdrawal
(Pledges can be changed at any time.)

Do you need a Pastoral visit?
Pastor Vicki is always glad to call and has
been making visits
(wearing a mask).
Please call the church or her cell phone.

for donating supplies and
financial gifts toward our fall
ingathering. Thank you also
to our Missions Committee
for spearheading this worthy
project.

Financial position—
We continue to have concerns about finances.
One of the best ways you can help is to sign up for electronic giving (Automatic
Bank Withdrawal). You can give on-line (through Breeze or the link on our
website), mail or drop off your gifts/offerings/tithes in the drop box by the SW
church door. Simply giving on a regular basis-every week or every month- has
a big impact. Thanks for your generosity!

Church Conference: Our fall Church Conference is November 8 at 6:30
in the sanctuary. We will join our Superintendent and a number of churches
via zoom to approve our goals for 2021. All members of the church have

Decorating the Church

Do you need help?
Call the church and
we will work to
connect you to the
right resource or
person to help!

Quiet Fund:

November 23, 6 p.m.
Everyone is welcome!

The Spirit Lake United Methodist
Church has a fund to help individuals
and families who are in need. If you
need food, please contact the church.
Thanks for your support of the Quiet
Fund.

NOVEMBER 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY 2
8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Contemporary
Worship

3

4
11:00 Zoom
1:00
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6-7 Wonderful
Wednesday

5
2:00 Women’s
Bible Study w/
Tammy

6

8 COMMUNION

10

11
1:00
11:00 Zoom
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6-7 Wonderful
6:15 pm Finance
Wednesday

12
2:00 Final Week
Women’s Bible
Study w/ Tammy

13

16

17

19

20

21

6:30 pm
Trustees
Mtg
7:00pm
Missions
Mtg

18
11:00 Zoom
1:00
Facebook Live Coffee with
with Pastor
Pastor
Vicki
6-7 Wonderful
5:30 pm Education Wednesday
Team Mtg

24

26

27

28

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Contemporary
Worship
6:30pm Church
Conference
15
8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Contemporary
Worship

22 Christ the King

9

Team Mtg
700 pm SPRC Mtg

23

25
11:00 Zoom
1:00
6:00 pm Facebook Live Coffee with
Decorate with Pastor
Pastor

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday School the
10:30 Contemporary Church
Worship

29 ADVENT

8:30 Traditional
Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Contemporary
Worship

10:00 TOPS

7

10:30
Women’s
Bible
Study w/
Tammy

10:00 TOPS

14

10:30
Final
Week
Women’s
Bible
Study w/
Tammy

10:00 TOPS

Vicki

5:30 pm Admin
Council

30

November BIRTHDAYS
11/3
11/9

11/14
11/16
11/18
11/21
11/22
11/25

Watch your email for announcements
about your particular ministry team,
committee, or small group!

11/29

Karon Lilland
Marlin Kness
Keith Oostenbrug
Ervin Krull
Bev McGlothlen
Betty Gumm
Jane Bruns
Karen Krieger
Pat Kannenberg
Wayne Northey

NOVEMBER DRIVERS:
North Route
South Route
11/2 Leah Sexton
11/3 Duane/Pat Ellis
11/4 Lonnie Newkirk
11/5 Dennis/Lynda Langstraat
11/6 John/Linda Racine
11/7 Becky/Preston Gaskill
Thank you Stacie and
11/9 John/Linda Racine
Missions Committee for
11/10 Duane/Pat Ellis
heading this ministry
11/11 Jolene Fechter
11/12 Jolene Fechter
11/13 John/Linda Racine
11/14 Pat Andersen
11/16 Cindy Martens
11/17 Stacie Cornwall
11/18 Jolene Fechter
11/19 Dennis/Lynda Langstraat
11/20 John/Linda Racine
11/21 Stacie Cornwall
11/23 John/Linda Racine
11/24 Kathy Hakes
Virtual Coffee with friends:
11/25 Jolene Fechter
11/26 Stacie Cornwall
Plan to bring your hot beverage and join
11/27 Nate Cornwall
virtual coffee with friends!
11/28 Nate Cornwall
Pastor Vicki visits with the group every
11/30 John/Linda Racine
Wednesday morning from 11-noon.

Stacie Cornwall
Doug/Donna Fisher
Larry/Lois Shaffer
Jennifer Chaudry
Alan/Sue Blake
Stacie Cornwall
Doug/Donna Fisher
Larry/Lois Shaffer
Jennifer Chaudry
Alan/Sue Blake
Stacie Cornwall
Doug/Donna Fisher
Larry/Lois Shaffer
Stacie Cornwall
Alan/Sue Blake
Stacie Cornwall
Doug/Donna Fisher
Larry/Lois Shaffer
Stacie Cornwall
Alan/Sue Blake
Nate Cornwall

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/100572394
Or One tap mobile: +13126266799,,100572394# US
Or dial in (long distance) 1- 312- 626- 6799
Dear Church Family,
I want you to know that I appreciated
your thoughts and prayers during my struggle
with serious back issues this year. The day after I
was released from the hospital, I sold my home in
Arnolds Park. Keelson Harbour is now home and
I’m beginning to feel like I’m on permanent vacation—no cooking, no laundry, and no cleaning. I
look forward to the time when we can all worship
together in our lovely sanctuary. Again, thank you
for your loving support.
Your Sister in Christ,
Bobbie Lea Holden

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
Friday

9:30-noon/1:00-3:00
9:00-noon

