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Father, this month we think of our nation’s independence and the ability that we have to worship
You freely, openly, and without the threat of persecution. We ultimately thank You for bestowing
that freedom on us as a nation. May we use that freedom to help lead others to the true freedom
that comes from knowing Your Son, Jesus, our Lord. May we forever praise and honor Your name.
Amen

Changes until we can worship in person again:
Our Administrative Council has decided that there will be no in-building worship in July.
We will continue our 8:30 and10:30 live streams to Facebook with posting on YouTube. We
also have a Back-to Church Task Force that is meeting to determine what safeguards must be
in place when we resume in-building worship. We know that when we return, we will not have
congregational singing for a while and masks will be required in the building. At first, I thought
that we would return to church much as it was, with the exception of shaking hands, the nature
of this pandemic is going to change how we do church for quite a while. We have set a target
to begin returning to sanctuary worship on August 2. Hopefully the rate of new infections
will have decreased by then.
Small Outdoor Group: Jayson and Jodi Wollmuth have begun an outdoor small group
meeting on Wednesday nights at 7pm. If you are interested in joining or have any questions,
contact Jayson and Jodi or the church office. Has this thought ever crossed your mind,
"When I'm afraid and anxious about the future and chaos in the world, does it proves I am
not a good Christian?" Now, especially now, we must know the truth! Jesus tells us the
truth in John 14. Bring your Bible, a chair and a beverage and let's talk, encourage, and just
BE with each other!

Looking for a Small Group with senior citizens? We have another person who is glad
to lead a group on her patio! Contact the church for information about either of these
opportunities!

NO in-person
worship in July
Perhaps AUGUST!?
SUNDAYS
8:30: Family Room Worship: Join Pastor Vicki from her family room for a message and prayers. We

are lining up some more special guests to share about their faith journey in this time.

10:30: Sanctuary Worship: Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan, Karla, and others will be sharing music and a
sermon from the church. You may view this service live via Facebook. The recording of the worship
service will also be posted on our YouTube Channel on Monday. (Google: YouTube Spirit Lake United
Methodist Church. There are several Sundays there.)
There is now one link to find our services on Sunday morning. If we are live, you will see us here!
If you want to easily find past videos, guess what? They are here too!
https://www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch/live/
New 7-week Sermon Series (10:30 worship): Jesus Saves!
It's more than a bumper sticker, it's a life changing reality - Jesus saves! But whom? Does
he save those who never heard about him? Does he save people who are chronically sinning? Does he save people we don't like? Do any of our sins take away being saved? Who
exactly does Jesus save? What does it even mean to be 'saved'? Is it more than just heaven
or hell? Can Jesus save us while we are still living, or is salvation all about what happens
when we die?
Beginning July 12, I will start our summer series titled, "Jesus saves". We will look at some of
the interesting stories about people who were saved by Jesus in the Bible. We will explore
how God's message of hope went beyond the Jews to reach the whole world. We will wrestle
with scriptures that talk about what salvation means.
July 5: Restored: Address this Mess! Luke 10: 38-42, Philippians 3:10-16
July 12: Jesus Saves Someone We Don’t Like! (Communion) J o h n 4
July 26: Jesus Saves the Wrong Guy! Mat t h ew 8: 5-13
Aug 2: Jesus Saves Those Who are Christian in Name Only?
Matthew 18:15-22, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15

JULY 12 AND July 26 are
WORSHIP in the PARK Sundays!!
10:30am at Memorial Park

Bring lawn chairs and blankets, sit with family groups to socially distance
Communion Sunday: July 12 at Worship in the Park
Pastor Vicki will share communion during this special 10:30 worship service. Feel free to join in at home.
(Bread is just fine, if you don’t have grape juice on hand!)
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
WATCH your email for announcements
about your particular ministry team,
committee, or small group meeting.

7/1 Richard Tatman
7/4 Sally Will
7/9 Richard Anderson, Chuck Wetzeler

ADOPT-A-DAY
7/16—Renae Sipma has adopted this day
in memory of her husband (his birthday).

7/10 Mary Kruckenberg
7/11 Steve Weed
7/14 Margaret Northey

———————-

7/16 Verlin Goering

You, too, can adopt a day. Please mark your
check or online donation accordingly.

7/26 Harold Fronk
7/28 Cliff Krieger, Gladys Sauer

With Gratitude:
This month, our very own Caroline Tritle and Lori
Bower shared in the Family Room Worship. Caroline
shared about how God has used her as a teacher and told
the story of spending a semester at the all-Black Rust College
in the 60’s! We never know where God will lead! Lori shared about how God
has been present in her messes, particularly about going on a trip with her mother,
who has Alzheimer’s. While on that trip, God used a tour guide to bring a lasting
blessing into Lori’s life. Both of these services are available on Facebook and on
YouTube (look up “Spirit Lake United Methodist Church.”) Thank you, Lori Bower and
Caroline Tritle, for inspiring us with your stories!
Our Sunday Livestream Team: We want to give a
special thank you to those who are making the Livestream possible!
To Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan and Karla, George and Lori, and Bill and Jackie,
thank you! You have been a blessing!

Do you need help?
Call the church at
712.336.3115 and we
will work to connect you
to the right resource or
person to help!

Do you need a Pastoral visit?
Pastor Vicki has been making
some emergency calls,
sometimes visiting in front
yards, and always wearing a
mask. Please call the church
or her cell phone number if
you need a call.

Quiet Fund:
The Spirit Lake United
Methodist Church has
a fund to help
individuals and families
who are in need. If you
need food, please
contact the church. If
you are experiencing a
time of plenty, consider
donating to the Quiet
Fund. Designate
checks and online
giving for this purpose.
Thank You!

Financial position:
As June comes to a close, we have begun using our contingency fund to help meet our ordinary
expenses. While we rejoice that we have the fund to fall back on, we know that when we use if
for operating expenses, we cannot use it for future projects. Many continue to support the
church, both financially, and in the work of ministry. Thanks to everyone who has dropped by
offerings, given on-line, and supported the work by making phone calls, participating in worship,
and spreading the news about our on-line and drive in ministry! You are making a difference
during these challenging times. Because of your sharing in ministry, we were able to go this far
before needing our contingency fund! While we hope to return to in-building worship in August,
we know that financial recovery for many individuals will be an ongoing process. Until there is
widespread vaccination, group gatherings will be different, and the economy will remain challenged. We go forward, praying for wisdom, and thankful for those who remember their church!
~Pastor Vicki

On-Line Giving:
We now have the capacity to receive gifts
electronically through a simple form on our
website. You can also designate gifts for
specific needs, like the Backpack Program
through this platform! https://spiritlakeumc.org/

**ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN!**
Sunday School will be available for students age 3 to 12th Grade
Click here to register or visit:

http://slumc.breezechms.com/ChildrenYouthRegistrationForm
This years 2020-21 Sunday School curriculum will be based off of Rocky Railway Vacation Bible
School. VBS may have been canceled for the summer, but Preschool –6th grade students will still
get to experience all of the fun VBS has to offer during the Sunday School year.

Sunday School Goodie Bag Delivery
Be on the look out for a special delivery at your doorstep! All Sunday School students, Preschool
through 7th grade, who registered last year for the 2019-2020 Sunday School year will be receiving a
goodie bag. Bags will be delivered during the first two weeks of July. Students have the option to
keep their goodie bag, deliver their goodie bag to a friend, or even create their own goodie bag to
deliver to continue spreading joy in our area.

Craft Take-Home Bags
Thank you to everyone who stopped by and
picked up a craft bag or two from the church.
We hope your kids have enjoyed them!
We have taken a pause on the Craft Take-Home Bags, but
may start them up again in the near future. Please continue
to check your email and the church’s Facebook page for if
and when the bags will be available.

Volunteer Opportunity!
Are you interested in teaching Sunday School for
the 2020-2021 school year?
Please contact Amy Bergman
for more information!
Email: amy@spiritlakeumc.org

MADE TO CRAVE

Satisfying Your Deepest Desire with God,
Not Food

New Online Women’s Bible Study
begins July 9th
I usually do not do a Bible Study during the summer
months, but I want to make sure we have the opportunity to stay connected during this season. This study
will be online. I’ll have various scheduled live posts
and group participation via Zoom. Times may vary, but you can always check back on the
Women’s Bible Study with Tammy Facebook group at your convenience to check out what you
missed. I will for sure be live on July 9 at 2:00 pm with an introduction to the study to kick
things off.
Craving is not a bad thing. This study by Lysa TerKuerst is the missing link between our desire
to be healthy and the spiritual empowerment necessary to make that happen.





Break the cycle of “I’ll start again on Monday”, and feel good about yourself today.
Stop agonizing over the numbers on the scale and make peace with your body.
Replace rationalizations that lead to failure with wisdom that leads to victory.
Reach your healthy goals and grow closer to God in the process.

This a not a how-to manual or the latest and greatest diet plan. It is a helpful companion to use
alongside whatever kind of health journey you are on. It will help you find the why to “want to”
make healthy lifestyle changes – mind, body and spirit.

You can order your book on Amazon or wherever you
buy books. If you need assistance, please ask.

I did this study back in 2014, so maybe you still have your copy. It
never hurts to go through a study more than one time. Participate as
much or as little as you want. Enjoy your summer!

Any questions…contact Tammy! tammy@spiritlakeumc.org
Virtual Coffee with friends:
Pastor Vicki is visiting with several people at once every Wednesday morning from 11-12.
Check your email for a Zoom link for both audio and visual connection!

That New Carpet Smell
Similar to the way a new car smells, the church building is smelling clean, new
and fresh. Not only that, but the place looks terrific! Our new carpet was installed in June (with the stairs and sanctuary platforms to be finished in July).
If you recall, we ordered new carpet because the salmon colored carpet was permanently
stained and sun-bleached. We also had several Sunday School rooms with tile that was
coming up and bubbling. Just in time for our return in August, many of the walls received a
fresh coat of paint! New carpet and paint helped us meet one of our HCI prescriptions: to
“improve and update your space.”

Participate in the upcoming
Spirit Lake United Methodist
Church “AUCTION”
There is a small variety of furniture pieces, unique
items and a few antiques that are waiting for your
bid! Over the years, we have replaced chairs,
tables and pews or we find that there are simply
extras that are not getting used. The church is now
offering these items to the highest bidder to enjoy
at home! (**None of these items were memorials**)
Each item is numbered and has a minimum bid. You may place your bid by calling or emailing the
price you’d be willing to pay and the number of the item on which you are bidding. The auction will
be open from July 20-24 with all items to be picked up from the church by July 29th. Items may
be viewed after July 12 and pictures and measurements of each will be made available soon. Keep
watching for details. Below are a few of the items you’ll find on “the auction.”
Again, these chairs, pews, and furniture pieces are items the church has purchased and used over
the years. None were given as memorials. The Trustees and the Hospitality Committee are working together to make these available to church members. Money raised will be saved for use in
future improvements to the building’s common spaces.

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
Friday

Devotionals
Both The Upper Room and a
devotional called, Overflow, are
available in the church office.
Stop in or call Deb about
getting your copy today!

9:30-noon
1:00-3:00
9:00-noon

