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Listening to the Spirit: What does love look like?
In this season we are living in, I’m asking the question, “What does
love look like?” I am committed to following Jesus in acts of sacrificial
and selfless love. It’s not about my personal preferences, my comfort,
or my agenda.
Because of my love for Jesus, I am compelled to love the stranger, my neighbors, and even my enemies. I have decided to follow Jesus. For me, that means a
number of things beginning with acting like I am carrying the corona virus with me wherever I go. I might not have a fever or any symptoms, but could still have the virus and
be exposing others to a potentially deadly disease.
Around the Lakes, we clean our boats thoroughly to decrease the spread of
aquatic hitchhikers. There is an invisible viral hitchhiker in our midst, and it’s a killer.
How will you love during this time? For me it means I will be wearing a mask out in public probably for many months to come. I’ve cut back visits to stores and I watch my
space when chatting with people around church. I have sanitizer in my purse that I’m
using frequently. As a leader in the church, I’m watching the data, reading as much as I
can, and talking a lot about risk mitigation. This is going to be a very long and challenging season, especially for our most vulnerable.
I’m writing this on Friday, when it was announced that we’ve had 18 deaths in the
state from COVID-19. This week has seen the most death in Iowa since the pandemic
reached us. The Lakes area is unique in that we get a large bump in population over
the summer, plus year-round residents are travelling and returning here. We are not as
isolated as some rural communities. Many of us are waiting patiently to see if we are
doing enough social distancing with these population changes to keep our case numbers low. I pray we are. I plan as if we are not.

For me, now is not the time to do less for our neighbors. Now is the time to love
more: To be cautious. To be generous. To be patient. I think about the waiting before
giving birth. 9 months, several of them in discomfort, to bring new life into the world.
We have a chance in the waiting to protect life. Our waiting is not just for our safety, but
for those of everyone we encounter. Waiting well is a gift we give to God, as it protects
the life of His children.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Vicki

June = NO in-person worship YET
SUNDAYS
8:30: Family Room Worship: Join Pastor Vicki from her family room
for a message and prayers. We are lining up some more special
guests to share about their faith journey in this time. In addition to
watching on Facebook, you can also listen to Family Room Worship on
your phone by calling 1-312-626-6799 (long distance). Please, do not
unmute your phone.
10:30: Sanctuary Worship: Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan, Karla, and
others will be sharing music and a sermon from the church. You may
view this service live via Facebook. The recording of the worship
service will also be posted on our YouTube Channel on Monday.
(Google: YouTube Spirit Lake United Methodist Church. There are
several Sundays there.)
There is now one link to find our services on Sunday morning.
If we are live, you will see us here! If you want to easily find past
videos, guess what? They are here too!
https://www.facebook.com/SpiritLakeUnitedMethodistChurch/live/
SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR A JUNE SERMON SERIES PREVIEW

Communion Sunday: June 7
Pastor Vicki will share communion during the 10:30 worship service.
Feel free to join in at home. (Bread is just fine, if you don’t have grape
juice on hand!)

Drive-In Worship Sundays: June 14 & 28 at 7pm
You can listen through your radio (88.1 f.m.) or from your lawn chair in
our parking lot! The message will be the same as Sunday morning’s,
with live piano & hymns. An offering will be received.

MIDWEEK
We will have an OUTDOOR HYMN SING on Wednesday, June
24 at 7:00 p.m. in the parking lot. Sing in your cars or from lawn
chairs. We’ll have live piano, prayers and an offering will be received.
We will also have DRIVE-THROUGH COMMUNION on
Wednesday, June 10 from 1-2 pm and again from 7-8 pm.

Sunday School Take-Home Bags
Sunday School Take-Home Bags are available for Sunday School students to pick up
on Thursdays –beginning at 10:00AM. Bags are located in the tubs outside the
Sanctuary doors. Every bag includes a craft. A video is then posted on our Facebook
page (Spirit Lake United Methodist Church) for your child to listen to a lesson or
book followed by a demonstration of that craft. One bag per student please.

Message Series: Restored: Finding Redemption in Our Mess
based on the book by Tom Berlin

What do we do with our mistakes? What do we do with the wounds from the past that we can’t quite get
healed? Our Sunday worship emphasis will be on the restoring work God has done and is doing
through the work of Jesus.

6/7 “Restored: This is a Real Mess!”
Communion Sunday
Romans 7:14-25
Luke 18:9-14

6/14 “Restored: Who Left This Mess?”
Galatians 5:13-26
Luke 19:1-10

6/21 Pastor Vicki on Vacation
6/28 “Restored: Bless this Mess?”
Romans 3:21-24
John 5:1-15

Do you need a Pastoral visit?
Pastor Vicki has been making
some emergency calls,
sometimes visiting in front
yards, and always wearing a
mask. Please call the church
or her cell phone number if
you need a call.

7/5 Restored: Address this Mess!
Luke 10: 38-42
Philippians 3:10-16

As you’ve read, our Administrative Council has decided that there will be no in-building
worship in June. We also have a Back-to Church Task Force that is meeting to determine what
safeguards must be in place when we resume in-building worship. We know that when we return,
we will not have congregational singing for a while and masks will be required in the building. At
first, I thought that we would return to church much as it was, with the exception of shaking hands,
the nature of this pandemic is going to change how we do church for quite a while. At this point, we
do not know when we will return to the sanctuary.

Yard Groups: Would you be interested in attending or leading an outdoor small group?

If we practice social distancing, the outdoors are one of the safer spaces for us to gather.
I would love to see some small groups formed during this time! They could meet
on the church lawn, at a local park, in a front yard. Pastor Vicki would be glad to
provide an easy to use curriculum and training to interested leaders.
Call the church today ( 712-336-3115) if you are interested!

June 16 marks one year since we moved up to Spirit Lake. When I first learned
I was coming here, I made a couple appointments with one of our clergy counselors about what good leadership would look like following Pastor Duane’s death. I wanted ideas on how to help. Before we made the
move, I visited a few times with various leaders here to get an understanding of this parish, and to let folks
get to know me. My first impressions were wonderful! I got a coach to help navigate some of the questions
specific to being in my first large church. I read through your HCI materials and talked with your coach. I
prayed. This was my first time serving a larger church and my first time walking with a church in this kind of
grief. There was also a great joy in being unexpectedly back in the Lakes Region. We fell in love here and
spent so much time around the Lakes when I was at Graettinger.
Your leadership has been so helpful and positive. I could not have asked for a better staff, Leadership Team, Administrative Council, or SPRC. You have made this journey so much more meaningful!
Thank you! I have learned so much and felt my faith grow as we have worked together. Even now, in the
midst of the pandemic, I’m seeing your faith and your great love for Christ in action. (Insert pause while I cry
a few happy tears.) I am so very proud of this church. Your work in missions. Your commitment to remembering Pastor Duane with love. Your tender care for each other. You inspire me! Thanks for being the
church for the Lakes area! ~ Pastor Vicki

Financial Position
Folks have been asking about the church’s financial position. Our operating funds are being depleted,
and that is concerning. Several people have cut back on their giving due to financial hardship. In
March, the Trustees designated some bequest money as a “Contingency Fund” which can be used for
operating expenses. We did not use any contingency funds in May, but expect to do so in June. We
also did not pay apportionments in May, due to the depletion in the operating fund. Part of this Contingency Fund was set aside for relief of needs in the congregation. If needed, more of our undesignated
invested funds can be moved into the Contingency Fund. We don’t want to do that, but we are glad for
the generosity that leaves us with an emergency cushion. Yes, if you are blessed to be in a position
where you can help the church beyond your usual tithes and offerings, we would be grateful! The less
we can tap into the invested funds, the better position our church will be in for the future. Our church
leaders are prayerfully asking what good stewardship looks like in times like these, with the resources
we have. At this time, all staff remain at pre-pandemic workloads, except the custodian and some of
our musicians. For those of you who have already stepped up to give more, thank you. For those who
have supported our Quiet Fund (our benevolence fund), the Backpack Program, and the local food
pantry, thank you. Challenging days are upon many of us and the need will grow before we turn towards recovery. We will recover. We will stand together. ~ Pastor Vicki

On-Line Giving:

We now have the capacity to receive gifts electronically through a simple
form on our website. You can also designate gifts for specific needs, like the
Backpack Program through this platform! https://spiritlakeumc.org/

Quiet Fund:

The Spirit Lake United Methodist Church has a fund to help individuals and
families from the church who are in need. If you need food, please contact
the church. Thanks for your support of the quiet fund.

THANK YOU!
Masks are the new accessory to most everyone’s wardrobe. You see
generic paper masks, bandanas and beautiful hand-crafted masks
upon those we encounter around town and even on the face staring
back at us in the mirror. Thanks to the time and talent of Lois Shaffer,
Caroline Tritle, Carol Larson and others, we will have a variety of
facewear to model when we return to worshipping together. Looking
forward to it. Thanks, ladies, for making masks!

New Carpet- A new look in early June
Why are we getting new carpet? The salmon colored carpet is permanently stained and sun-bleached.
We have several Sunday School rooms with tile that is coming up and bubbling. One of our HCI prescriptions was to “improve and update your space.” You will see an email in the future highlighting the
wear and tear.
Prior to the pandemic, the Church leadership had approved a plan to re-carpet the main building, including the sanctuary, using funds from a bequest. Bids were solicited and carpet was chosen. Installation
will begin the first week of June. There will be minimal inconvenience to the life of the church as the
pandemic has kept us out of the building. We will re-join for worship again, and be glad to see that we
have taken care of our building. Our children will laugh in Sunday School rooms that have new carpet
instead of decaying tile.
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11:00 Zoom Coffee 2:00 Facebook Live
1:00
Women’s Bible
Facebook
with Pastor
Study
Live with
Pastor
Vicki

6

7

8

9

10
11
12
1:00
11:00 Zoom Coffee 2:00 Facebook Live
Facebook
with Pastor
Women’s Bible
Live with 1:00-2:00 DriveStudy
Pastor
through
Vicki
Communion
7:00-8:00 Drivethrough
Communion
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14

15

16

20

8:30 Facebook Live
Family Room
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Live Sanctuary
Service
(Communion)
8:30 Facebook Live
Family Room
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Live Sanctuary
Service
7:00pm Drive-in
Worship
21
8:30 Facebook Live
Family Room
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Live Sanctuary
Service

———
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17

18
19
2:00 Facebook Live
Women’s Bible
Study

Pastor Vicki is on vacation June 15 -21

23

24
25
26
2:00
Facebook
Live
11:00
Zoom
Coffee
1:00
Women’s Bible
Facebook
with Pastor
Study
Live with 7:00pm Outdoor

Pastor
Vicki

Hymn Sing

Father’s Day
28

8:30 Facebook Live
Family Room
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Live Sanctuary
Service
7:00pm Drive-in
Worship

29

PASTOR VICKI’s
BIRTHDAY

30

1:00
Facebook
Live with
Pastor
Vicki

Watch your email for announcements about
your particular ministry team, committee,
or small group

Save the Date—JULY 12
Our annual
Worship in the Park
is scheduled for 10:00am
that Sunday!

6/1 Duane Ellis
6/4 Marilyn Miller
6/7 Donna Johnson,
Elveda Ross
6/13 Sharon Klein
6/14 Elwin Tritle
6/18 Donna Dorn
6/20 Irel Bruns,
Rev. Gil Gilbert,
Jim Sangl
6/22 Harlan Wills
6/24 Kay Thoreson
6/25 June Golman
6/26 Don Kooiker

———
27

CONGRATULATIONS!
It doesn’t matter how you graduated,
only that you did. We hope you can add
some Pomp to your Circumstances!

Carson Axford

Carter Axford

Son of Brian & Heidi Axford
Future Plans: attend Southeast
Technical Institute in Sioux
Falls, SD --Electrician Program

Son of Brian & Heidi Axford
Future Plans: attend Southeast
Technical Institute in Sioux
Falls, SD -- HVAC-R Program

Finley Hoien
Son of Eric & Kelly Hoien
Future Plans: attend the University
of Colorado in Boulder to study
Environmental Design

Jessie Longest
Daughter of John & Jill Longest
Future Plans: attend the University of
Southern California, School of Dramatic Arts majoring in Acting with a
possible minor in Screen Writing

Kyah Brant
Daughter of Ben & Amy Brant
Future Plans: attend Iowa Lakes
Community College for an
Associate Degree in Business

Brock Petersen
Future Plans: attend technical
school and become an electrician

Kyle Reuter

Slayton Sampson

Future Plans: attend
Iowa State University
for engineering and
being a part of the
Baja Team

Son of Laura Sampson
Future Plans: attend
Northeast Iowa
Community College in
Kalmar, IA for John
Deere Tech program

Faithful to God and family
Able to discern God’s will in trying times
and good times

Thankful for all the joys and trials of life
Happy, no matter what life brings
Enthusiastic about a life lived with
purpose

Righteous, rock-solid in heart and mind
from a growing relationship with Jesus

Special
Thanks to:

to everyone who
participated in the
card shower for Care
Center Members. It was
such a nice way to
shower them with love!

Lois Shaffer
and her
volunteers
and Amy
Bergman
and all the
students
who wrote
letters.

Tammy is offering an online Women’s Bible Study
through a private Facebook Group connected to our
church Facebook Page. If you have questions about
how to join the group, please
contact Tammy.
The current study is by Beth
Moore and called, The Quest.
Bible study is every Thursday
at 2pm
Be sure and watch for more
information in your email and
on Facebook about this and
upcoming studies.

We want to thank our Sunday Live Stream Team.
Pastor Vicki, Tammy, Dan and Karla, George and
Lori, and Bill and Jackie consistently make the Live
Stream possible. You are a blessing to us!

Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through!

Vacation Bible School

is postponed

The safety and well-being of our children and youth are a top
priority. Even as the area is beginning to open up, we do not feel it
would be the right thing to do to gather 60+ children and adults in such
close proximity. Thank you for your patience and understanding.
—Amy Bergman, Tammy Branum and the Education Team—

We will be climbing aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! However, that will happen later
this year as we start up Sunday School. Your child will experience the same wonderful VBS
curriculum in a creative new way during our regular Sunday School time each week. Kids age 3
through 5th grade will discover that trusting Jesus will pull them through life’s ups and downs.

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
Friday

Devotionals
Both The Upper Room and a
devotional called, Overflow, are
available in the church office.
Stop in or call Deb about
getting your copy today!

9:30-noon
1:00-3:00
9:00-noon

