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United Methodist News
“Behold, I am about to do
something new! See, I have
already begun! Do you not see
it? I will make a pathway
through the wilderness. I will
create rivers in the dry wasteland.”
(Isaiah 43:19)
Listening to the Spirit: New Beginnings
I could not be a Pastor without believing in new beginnings. The forgiveness of sin and redemption of
humanity is at the heart of the scripture. God can change hearts. God can turn criminals into saints. The
broken can be healed, the sin-sick restored, and people can change.
New Year’s resolutions prove that it’s not easy, though! It’s a cliché how quickly we make and break our
resolutions. Why is it so hard? Because often we try to change on our own. Or maybe, we try to do it with
God’s help, but neglect the help available from God’s people.
Being a Christian is a community activity. We are called into a church, a fellowship of believers, because
we are not meant to make this journey alone. In small groups, in praying for each other, we find strength
that we need to make lasting changes. We are not meant to be alone. Before you make another empty
resolution, ask God for help. What change does God hope to see in your life?
What does God want you to let go of as you begin the new year? Are you carrying bitterness and
resentment? That can make it hard to take on something new! Have you bought into the lie of shame
and need to hear again of God’s great love? I believe in a God who is making all things new, even me and
you!
Wishing you a successful year of growth!
Pastor Vicki

Coming in February: “Why? Questions from life’s Valleys”
"Why God?" This four-week series will explore the hard questions of our faith.
“If this is how God treats the people he loves, I want nothing to do with him!” I have heard several
versions of this question in my years of being a pastor. In my younger years, I even said this a few
times. When faced with tragic loss, where is God? This important series will reflect on God’s will during
tough times. This would be a great time to invite a friend to come to worship. Worship will remain
sensitive to the younger folks who attend.
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Concerns
The Family of Marianne Peterson - Marrianne passed away 12/16
Carole Drennen – battling cancer
Carol Bradstreet (J erry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS

The Family of Diane Kollasch - Diane passed away 12/11
Brayden Johnson age 7; son of Doug & Kara Johnson; battling Leukemia.
Ron Wolterman – (Jen Wymer’s Dad) – battling cancer

Congratulations to our newest member
Jana Christians and to Jana & Cody on the baptism of their r daughter Mikayla on 12/22

With heartfelt thanks:
To the Youth Leaders and the Youth who led worship for us on
December 22! Thanks for being a part of what God is doing at
SLUMC!
To Santa for making our potluck merry!

Remembering: Duane Larson

To Tiffany Lowry for saving the day!

(December 14, 1961 - January 12, 2019)

To everyone who participated in or helped with Angel Alert and the
Advent Workshop!

It’s hard to believe it has been a year
already. We continue to pray for
Lisa, Sam, Seth, and Sarah. Take
some time and share a Pastor
Duane story over coffee this month.

To who helped make the potluck dinner a reality!
To the many hands who helped with the extra services and
programming during the holidays. May God use your efforts to build
his kingdom here.

Around the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church:
The Iowa Conference has continued to make severe cuts to accommodate declining apportionment
receipts. Our apportionments support missions and ministries world wide and in Iowa. Our Camps,
Campus Ministries, and a number of missions throughout Iowa receive significant funding from our
shared work in the Iowa Annual Conference. Plus, apportionments pay our District Superintendents,
Bishop, and various conference staff. Recent cuts include going from 8 to 4 District Administrative
Assistants and closing all the District Offices. Severe cuts have also been made in the past year to our
Campus Ministries. Some cuts came to our Camps, and more are anticipated.
What is causing these severe shortfalls? It’s a combination of demographics and the current ongoing
battle in the United Methodist Church over the place and role of LGBTQ persons. Demographically, the
church is aging and rural America is struggling. In regards to the ongoing fight: Some churches, have
withheld apportionment as a way of protesting. (Which is like chopping off a foot to protest a burnt
finger. It doesn’t heal anything, but shows how very angry these congregations are.) Some churches
have left the denomination. In Iowa, most of the churches making such protests identify as conservative
when it comes to human sexuality. All of these issues have significant impact on our shared ministry.
Why do I tell you this? First, to thank you. Because of your faithful giving, we are current on our apportionments. We are continuing to support vital ministries locally and abroad. Secondly, to simply make
sure you are aware that there are struggles all around us. Please keep praying for the United Methodist
Church. As you think about your charitable giving, consider our Camps. I see severe cuts to their
funding from apportionments coming in the next few years. Third, we are very theologically diverse here
at Spirit Lake United Methodist Church. Choosing to live in love, even when we strongly disagree, will
require ongoing work. It’s a lot easier to talk to people who think like us, rather than to do the hard work
of loving even when we don’t understand each other. You should know that I am absolutely committed
to loving you, even if we do not always agree. I believe we need each other. -Pastor Vicki

About our January messages:
Several months ago, I preached a message on hospitality. After that message, an individual from church
approached me and suggested that it is time for Spirit Lake United Methodist Church to extend hospitality to
everyone and perhaps we should consider flying a rainbow flag in front of the church. On January 19, I will
share a little about my response to their request and discuss the current state of the denomination.
This message will be snuggled between two Sundays of looking at how we understand the scriptures. We will
spend two Sundays looking at familiar stories: The Widow's Mite and the Parable of the Talents. Between
these two, we will look at the current conflict in the United Methodist Church around human sexuality.
The scriptures are below, if you'd like to read ahead. Things to think about: When is the last time I changed my
mind? When was the last time I changed my mind about something I truly believed? What do I do when I hear
an understanding of the Bible that I don't agree with? How important is it for me to understand all sides of a
divisive issue?

Jan. 5 Epiphany – Wisemen – Matthew 2
Communion Sunday
Jan. 12 A deep look at the Bible: The Widow’s Mite
Luke 20:45-47, Luke 21:1-4; Mark 12:38-44
Jan. 19 A deep look at the UMC: The Denominational Conflict Unpacked
Acts 15:11; Romans 3: 21-23
Jan. 26 A deep look at the Bible: The Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30
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Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

Begins January 23
Choose the time that works best for you.
Thursdays at 2:00 PM
Fridays at 10:30 AM
Sundays at 9:30 AM
Trustworthy: Overcoming our greatest struggles to trust God
A Study of 1 & 2 Kings
When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the plan we assume our life should follow,
we’re much more likely to want to tame God, not trust Him. It’s then that we begin to press into our own
ways and our own timing. No human can carry the weight of bring their own god, but so many of us try.
Through this Lysa TerKuerst study of 1 and 2 Kings, you’ll learn to:


Loosen the grip of trying to control people and circumstances in your life by
taking steps today to truly rely on God.



Identify your own trust issues with God and how to overcome them by
unpacking pivotal, relevant life lessons from the kings of the Old Testament.



Find relief from fear or doubt about how things will turn out with
10 scriptural truths you can declare over your situation right now.

Please let Tammy know if you would like her to order you a book. The cost of the book will be $17.

