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Listening to the Spirit: Watching for the Light
It might seem strange, but this time of year reminds me of deer hunting. When I was a
child, the chilly evenings of fall were marked by dad coming home after work, getting his hunting
gear and heading out to the field. Well after dark, dad would come home to find that mom had
supper waiting.
When I was old enough, I started asking to go along. I loved the outdoors and I loved being
with dad. Depending on the weather, I would get a camera and sit in the van, wrapped in a blanket,
or out in the field in a place selected by my dad. I was never in visual range of dad. He wanted another set of eyes to cover
larger territory. Dad would walk away with his gear and I would settle in to watch. I loved the sounds of evening, far away
from the noise of traffic. It was a great time to think, at least until dusk. I don’t recall ever having a flashlight, and it was well
before the age of cell phones. As it became darker, I would start to watch for dad. Occasionally, about when I couldn’t see my
hands in front of my face, I would start to worry. Was dad coming? Had he fallen from one of his impossibly tiny tree stands?
What should I do? As my panic grew, I would see a small flickering light in the distance, and my fears slid away. Dad was
coming.
As we enter the time of Advent, I remember that small light. It showed me there was no need to fear. Advent
anticipates and celebrates the coming of the light of the world, Jesus Christ. In Jesus we have hope that God is near to us,
cares for us, and wants to be with us. This is the hope that can carry us through the times of darkness and fear. This is the
hope that allows us to anticipate a warm welcome after the long journey called life. This is the hope that says “Hold on, God is
not done with you yet.”
One small light can be a powerful thing. You cannot turn up the darkness to block out a light. In pitch black, one
small light can guide us to safety. In our darkest despair, one glimpse of hope can help us hang on another day. In Christ, we
can have this hope and share it with others. We can speak the words that help the weary hang on. We can show the kindness
that reminds the lonely of God’s kindness.
Advent in the church is a time of joyful anticipation. It is also a time of sharing. Neighbors and friends who have long
been absent, will be seen in church. Seekers and celebrators alike will sit in the pews. Wherever you are this Advent, I hope
you see and share the light of Christ. I hope you know that Jesus came for you, but also for your friends, neighbors, and
families. May you reflect the light that gives hope.
~Pastor Vicki

What's up in the UMC?
On Sunday, January 19, Pastor Vicki will share about the state of the denomination and the Iowa Conference. She will bring us
up to date on the current divisions in the denomination and the work that is going before General Conference in May. There
will be opportunities in the coming months to learn more about the debate and to discuss how can we love each other,
especially when we disagree.

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS….
*Thanks to Stacie Cornwall and Jen Wymer for serving over a decade on our count committee! Thank you for your
work behind the scenes to sort and count our Sunday offerings.
*Thanks to Hazel Read and Wilma Matthes for their countless years of service as ushers. We truly
appreciate their time and dedication.
*To the Youth Leaders and the Youth who led worship for us on November 17! Thanks for being a part of what
God is doing at SLUMC!
*To Clark and Roxie Reekers who shampooed the pink carpet! It looks Amazing!!!
*To Elwin and Donna Tritle for taking our kits to Ingathering!
*To everyone who helped decorate for Advent!
*To our Liturgical Arts team for the All Saints Day banner!
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Concerns
Our sympathy to Edwina Gardner and her family on the passing of Derald.
Carole Drennen– battling breast cancer
Diane Kollasch- battling pancreatic cancer
Marjorie Joslin- (Margaret Northey’s sister) battling a rare, aggressive cancer
Brayden Johnson age 7; son of Doug & Kara J ohnson; battling Leukemia.
Carol Bradstreet (J erry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS
Ron Wolterman – (Jen Wymer’s Dad) – battling cancer

Home Ministers: Our
Home Minister teams have
started bringing communion
to those who are home bound.
If you know someone from
our church who would benefit
from a visit, or you would like
to help please contact the
church office.

Congratulations to our newest members—Kent & Mary Johannsen and
Brody Roberts & Allison Wollmuth and the baptism of their son Theo Jay

Adopt-A-Day
12/4
12/7
12/10
12/11
12/16
12/17
12/28

Lois Mitchell in honor of the choir and all of our musicians
Bill & Jackie Carpenter in honor of their daughter Carri Duitsman's birthday
In honor of Jen Wymer & Stacie Cornwall for their years of service on the count committee
Shirley Olson
Bill & Jackie Carpenter in honor of Bill's dad, Ted 's birthday
Denny & Nancy Galloway
Doug and Donna Fisher in celebration of Mae Weaver’s 94th birthday

Christian Education
Advent Family Craft Workshop
Wednesday, December 11.
Craft Workshop will be in Paige Hall following our Wonderful Wednesday meal.
(Meal begins at Wesley Place at 5:30 PM Workshop at approximately 6:00 PM )
This is a family event, so parents and or grandparents are asked to come do the crafts with the children!
You participate as a family!
If you don't have family of your own here, please come and participate and help out families
that have many children.
AGES 0 - 100 (ALL ARE WELCOME)

ANGEL ALERT!
The Night that Heaven Came Down
The entire cast in this year’s Christmas program is made up of angels! The angels are all waiting to be
told when they will go to earth and make the grand announcement. As they wait for the call they review
God’s faithfulness through His promises and some of the prophecies about our Savior’s birth.

This year the Children’s & Youth Christmas Program will be performed at both the
Traditional Worship Service at 8:30am & the Contemporary
Worship Service at 10:30am on Sunday, December 8th.
We invite you to attend one of these services to watch an “angelic”
performance by the children & youth of the church!
No Kids Club or 6th & 7th Grade Youth December 18.
No Sunday School December 29!
No Wonderful Wednesday December 25 & January 1!
Sunday School Resumes January 5
Wonderful Wednesday Resumes January 8
Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!

Please note that updates sent out in the form of
text messages from the church office will always
come from the number 87447.

We will be having our annual
Christmas Turkey Dinner & Potluck
on Wonderful Wednesday,
December 18, 5:30 at Wesley Place
If your last name begins with A-O; please bring a
side dish or salad to share. If your last name
begins with P-Z; please bring a dessert to share.
Blue Christmas Services at 7PM in the sanctuary.

*you cannot respond to these messages.
Trustees Update

The Trustees of the church have received two bequests. One bequest was from the estate of Marietta Kint in the amount of
$8,000.00 to be used as they determined was best. The trustees have designated these funds toward upgrading the sound
equipment in the sanctuary. The second bequest was from the estate of John and Mary Becker in the amount of $51,702.66 to
be used as they determined was best. The trustees have designated these funds toward a new handicap restroom on the main
floor of the church. The church wishes to acknowledge these gifts and thank the generosity of these families.
Matthew Branum~Trustees Chair

Advent Worship & Gatherings at
Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
Join us as we celebrate 300 years of “Joy to the World”!
Dec. 1st: Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. with Communion and Advent Bingo!
3:30 Tree of Love at LRH. (Pastor Vicki speaking)
Dec. 8th: Angel Alert Children’s Program at 8:30 & 10:30!
Wednesday, Dec. 11th: Advent Workshop

(see page 2 for details)

Sunday, 15th: Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
with Liturgical Dance and Advent Bingo at both services!

Wednesday, 18th: Pot Luck 5:30, Blue Christmas Worship 7 p.m.
Sunday, 22nd: Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
with Advent Bingo at both services!
*What is Advent Bingo?

During worship on December 1, 15, and 22, we will have Bingo cards available. If you get a Bingo during
worship, shout it out and we will have a prize for you! Share the joy this season!

Our Advent Special Missions: Christmas Eve Offerings
Then Feed Just One & The Backpack Program

About the BackPack program: Fueled with a passion for youth, area organizations are gathering together for the BackPack program to supply groceries to youth at risk. The program provides a sack of kid-friendly, nutritionally balanced
food to children every Friday during the school year. The food tides them over on Saturdays and Sundays, allowing
them to return to school on Monday ready to learn.
About Then Feed Just One: Then Feed Just One is a not-for-profit corporation with a mobile food packaging program
that packages life saving nutritious meals for starving children and their families in Honduras, Central America. Their
goal is simple: to help alleviate hunger and malnutrition in the second poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. The
food we package is used as a base from which the hungry and malnourished can help escape the dire consequences
of their daily lives. In cooperation with various organizations in Honduras this food is distributed to the most needy in
orphanages, children’s homes, and throughout the general population. We are planning another meal packaging event
for 2020!

Mission Opportunities &
Alternative Giving
*See the connections table for more information!
POINSETTIAS
UMCOR BLANKETS
DISCOVERY HOUSE
QUIET FUND
MITTEN/SOCK DONATIONS

Ingathering Report:
SLUMC took 22 Hygiene kits, and 26 School kits, 150 empty
school bags and a check for Heifer Project for $1,000 to the
Ingathering! May God use our generosity to bless those in need!

Spirit Lake United Methodist Church
1812 Gary Ave
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360
Phone: 712-336-3115
E-mail: office@spiritlakeumc.org
Website: www.spiritlakeumc.org

Making Disciples, Making a Difference!

What is a “Blue Christmas?”

Sometime the holidays don't feel like “the
most wonderful time of the year.” We are
missing loved ones. We are struggling
with our relationships. We have health
issues and we are afraid. Sometimes we
need a space to worship in the midst of
our blues. Join us for a Blue Christmas
worship at 7 p.m. December 18th

Christmas Eve: With candles at all services!
3 p.m.: Early worship with singing led by the Mellow
Dees of Okoboji
5 p.m.: Modern worship with singing led by the Praise
Team
7 p.m.: A traditional service of Readings and Carols with
including our Choir, and organ music.
*Three opportunities to serve!
*Three opportunities to invite your friends and neighbors!
*Three opportunities to celebrate the joy of the Savior!
Christmas eve offerings go towards Then Feed Just One and
the Backpack Program!

