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Priorities
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,and all these things will be added to

you.Matthew 6:33”
I went to the grocery store the other day for one thing I needed: eggs. I came home from the
grocery store with three bags of groceries, but no eggs. Have you ever done that? You had one thing
you needed to pick up, but ended up getting all sorts of other things while missing what you needed
most.
Setting priorities is one thing. Living our priorities is another. Many of us would say faith is a
priority, but if we look closely at our lives, we see a life that is full of many things, with a little Jesus and
me time shoved in the back if we remember. Most of the time, our lives are filled with good, important
things, like job, family, and activities. But only we can take care of ourselves, including our faith.
When I dream about what God is up to, I believe God dreams of his children healthy and whole, and
walking with him. Your first ministry, your first responsibility in your faith walk is to take care of
yourself, including your soul. Only you can make time for God. Only you can practice healthy habits.
I've invited you to dream dreams of a great God and of a great Church. It's important to ask “what does God want?” Capable,
talented people are often asked to do a great many things for their school, their community, and their church. But not every invitation is
from God. If we say “yes” to everything, how can we say “yes” to God? It's like my forgetting the eggs.
What is God asking of you? For some of you, it's to continue what you're already doing! For others, you need to pick up some
eggs. As United Methodists, we promise to serve God with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. How are you doing?
What are your priorities?
I invite you to pray with me a prayer written by a friend of mine, Pastor Matthew German:
"Good and gracious God, we are caught up in the sin of commitment. We are bound to the sin of busyness. We exchange
activity for effectiveness. We acknowledge that in the midst of this O God, it is often our families and our spiritual lives that
suffer the most. Lord, in your still small voice that speaks truth to us in love, I ask that you would lovingly convict us of that
which is taking up space in our lives where you would prefer to enter in. Allow us to identify the things that we can leave
undone in order to be more faithful to our families, our church, and to you O God. May we not fear the sound of silence. For we
know it is in seeking your still small voice that we are refreshed, renewed, and loved beyond measure. Speak those truths into
our lives this week. Amen."
Walking in hope,
Pastor Vicki

How to reach Pastor Vicki and a little about her Sabbath:
The best way to reach Pastor Vicki is to leave a message at the church, 712-336-3115. Vicki's cell phone is 712-563-6094. Please
leave a message about what your need is. You can also text Vicki at this message.
Beginning in July, Pastor Vicki will be taking Thursdays as her regular Sabbath. A Sabbath is a time of rest given to us by God. During
that time, Pastor Vicki will step away from church responsibilities and often leave town. She is working on arranging a neighboring
pastor who can be called if emergencies arise and will make that information available soon. If there were a funeral on Thursdays, Vicki
would move her Sabbath for that week to another day.
The absolute worst way to hear back from Pastor Vicki is to ask her for something on Sunday. With over 200 people between two
services, Pastor Vicki will not remember your prayer request, your upcoming surgery, or your request for her to call. She will probably
ask you to call the church! The same with if you see her at the grocery store, ball game, or concert. If she has trouble remember the
eggs she needs, she's not going to remember the day and time of the surgery you mentioned when you saw her at Fareway!
Thank you for your understanding!

Concerns
Jess Nichols - battling cancer
Ben Reed – recovering from heart surgery
Adrian Von Bochove – prayers for healing
Allen Cohrs - (Bev Hurley’s nephew) battling lung cancer
Leah Brevik – battling cancer

Darwin Will – battling cancer
Carol Bradstreet (J erry Cook’s Sister) – fighting ALS
Ron Wolterman – (Jen Wymer’s Dad) battling cancer
Michelle Schwerdteger - battling cancer

Our Sympathy to...

Gloria Currell and her family for the loss of her son, Bobby Currell, on June 9th.
Matt & Tammy Branum and their family for the loss of Matt’s Dad, Keith Branum, on June 10th
Madge Voss’s family. Madge passed away on June 15th
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Stan & Colleen Lemkuil invite you to join them in celebrating their 55th wedding anniversary August 11th at
1:00PM here at SLUMC. More information can be found on the bulletin boards.

Thank you!
Dear Members of United Methodist Church: Thank you for inviting me back to speak on Cinco De Mayo and keep your informed on
the project in Oaxaca. My sincere thanks for your support. The funds from you will be used for notebooks & the Christmas gifts for
each of our 633 children. We are making a huge difference in the lives of their families. (SLUMC donated $1,465) Cliff Hinderman
Thanks to the Spirit Lake UMW for the delivery of subs for us and the movers! They were very popular! The chips and cookies made
it extra special!
Pastor Vicki

With Gratitude: Spirit Lake United Methodist Church, thank you so much for all the work you put into making the parsonage ready
inside and out! It is such a lovely house and we are glad to call it our home! For all the labor that has gone into setting up the
office, thank you! It's a beautiful space! We feel so welcomed!
Pastor Vicki
Thank you to our wonderful VBS volunteers who made this year’s program, “ROAR”, such a success. We appreciate all you do!
Thanks to Maury Kruckenberg for all of his help with all our locksmith needs at the church and parsonage.
Thank you to Don Heyne for the VERY generous donation of office furniture to the church. Staff is super excited to have such
beautiful pieces.
Dear SLUMC Memorial Committee, Thank you for the $500 Endowment Scholarship. This will help with my education at
Dakota State University. I plan to study Computer Science. I feel lucky to be a part of a church that supports their youth.
Sincerely, Nick Sandison

Vacation Bible School
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Don’t forget—Worship in the Park July 7th at 10am! Carpool, bring a chair and your favorite picnic item to share!

Lake Okoboji United Methodist Camp is
in need of help in July!
Can you lead a cabin of campers, help in the
kitchen, clean bathrooms daily, or help by
cutting the grass?
The greatest need is for cabin leaders through
July. Cabin leaders are with campers during
their entire time at camp (3 or 6 day sessions).
Volunteers will work closely with the paid staff.
The camp is still hiring Summer Staff
(generally college age) and for a night cook.
If you are interested in Volunteering or
Applying, please contact
Derek@OkobojiCamp.com 712-336-2936

It’s time to celebrate Christmas with the
“Back to School Program” for Dickinson
County, sponsored by Upper Des Moines
Opportunity. Their goal, as always, is that each
child that qualifies be able to select $150 worth
of clothing. Many are so blessed in this
wonderful county, but with high energy costs,
gas prices, and other increased living expenses
providing for school fees, supplies and clothing
that are needed to go back to school can be
overwhelming. No donation is too small to help
sponsor a child. Please note “Christmas in July”
on your check or envelope.

