
 

 

TOWN OF NEW LEBANON 

RESOLUTION #XX, 2022 

ADOPTING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND DESIGNATING  

THE  COOL RAVINES CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREA  

JUNE 14, 2022 

 

At the regular meeting of the New Lebanon Town Board, held at the New Lebanon 

Town Hall, 14755 NYS Route 22, New Lebanon, New York, duly called and held on 

the 14th day of June, 2022, the following Resolution was proposed and seconded: 

Resolution by ______________________________ 

Seconded by _______________________________ 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND DESIGNATING THE COOL 

RAVINES CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREA  

 

WHEREAS, the New Lebanon Comprehensive Plan (“the Plan”) identifies the 

protection of natural resources as a high priority for the people of New Lebanon 

(§IV.A); and asserts that “[e]nsuring preservation of its…fine water 

resources…should be central to the Town’s decision about its future direction and 

growth” (§III.B, p. 5); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan includes among the Town’s natural resource objectives the 

protection of “surface water, wetlands and groundwater from potential sources of 

pollution” (§III.B, p. 5); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan includes among its goals that “important natural resources 

that occur throughout New Lebanon will be responsibly and sensibly managed 

and…the Town will work to protect its environment and safeguard it for current and 

future generations” (§IV.A); and 

 

WHEREAS, a cool ravine is a regionally rare habitat where steep, rocky ravine walls 

flanking a stream create an unusually shady, cool, moist microclimate that often 

supports plants of more northern affinities or higher elevations and offers a cool 

refuge for wildlife and plants stressed by the advance of global warming; and  

 

WHEREAS, disturbance of the adjacent forest, the tree canopy, the ravine walls, or 

the stream can degrade the special habitat conditions of cool ravines; and  

 

WHEREAS, New York State municipalities are authorized under state law (6 

NYCRR § 617.14 [g]) to establish Critical Environmental Areas to bring attention to 

areas with exceptional or unique character with respect to a natural setting or an 

inherent ecological, geological or hydrological sensitivity to change; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New Lebanon Natural Resources Conservation Plan (included by 

reference in the Comprehensive Plan) calls for the establishment of Critical 

Environmental Areas to draw attention to areas of special concern for water 

resources, biodiversity, and other features of importance to the town; and  



 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board is currently considering designating a Critical 

Environmental Area that encompasses four cool ravines and narrow buffer zones as 

shown on Exhibit A hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution duly adopted on April 12, 2022, the Town Board declared 

itself lead agency for purposes of conducting the review of the proposed designation 

of the Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area pursuant to the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act and its implementing regulations (hereinafter, 

“SEQRA”) and classified the proposed action as an unlisted action thereunder; and 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution duly adopted on April 12, 2022, the Town Board directed 

the Town Clerk to publish Public Notice and Notice of Public Hearing for the 

Proposed Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area in the form annexed hereto as 

Exhibit B; and 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution duly adopted on April 12, 2022, the Town Board 

scheduled a public hearing to be held upon the proposed designation of the Cool 

Ravines Critical Environmental Area on May 10, 2022, at 6:50 pm, at the Town of 

New Lebanon Town Hall, 14755 NY Route 22, New Lebanon, New York; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Clerk published the Public Notice and Notice of Public 

Hearing for the Proposed Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area in the form 

annexed hereto as Exhibit B in the official newspaper on April 22, 2022 and posted 

same on the Town website and Town Clerk sign board on April 18, 2022; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board conducted a public hearing on the proposed designation 

of the Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area on May 10, 2022, commencing at 

6:50 pm, at the Town of New Lebanon Town Hall, 14755 NY Route 22, New 

Lebanon, New York, where all interested persons had an opportunity to be heard; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed, or caused to be completed, Part 2 of the 

Environmental Assessment Form in the form annexed hereto as Exhibit C; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed, or caused to be completed, Part 3 of the 

Environmental Assessment Form in the form annexed hereto as Exhibit D; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the action as defined in 6 NYCRR § 

617.2(b) and § 617.3(g), has reviewed the EAF and considered same with respect to 

the criteria set forth in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c), has identified relevant areas of 

environmental concern, has thoroughly analyzed the relevant areas of 

environmental concern, and finds and determines that the proposed action will not 

have any significant adverse environmental impacts; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board finds it appropriate to adopt a Negative Declaration 

pursuant to SEQRA in connection with the proposed designation of the Cool Ravines 

Critical Environmental Area; and 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board finds it appropriate, after having given a full and fair 

opportunity to any interested persons wishing to be heard and after having 

undertaken the SEQRA review of the proposed action, to designate and establish the 

Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of New 

Lebanon, as follows: 

1. The Town Board of the Town of New Lebanon hereby adopts the Part 2 and 

Part 3 of the EAF annexed hereto as Exhibits C and D, respectively, and 

finds that the proposed designation of the Cool Ravines Critical 

Environmental Area will not have any significant adverse environmental 

impacts, and therefore adopts a Negative Declaration pursuant to SEQRA for 

such action. 

2. The Town Board hereby finds that the proposed Cool Ravines Critical 

Environmental Area has exceptional and unique character relating to the 

criteria set forth in 6 NYCRR § 617.14(g), including without limitation, a 

natural setting; and an inherent ecological, geological, or hydrological 

sensitivity to change that may be adversely affected by any change, for the 

following reasons: 

A “cool ravine” is a narrow ravine with steep, high, rocky walls 

flanking a rocky stream. The ravine walls are commonly 

forested with a mixture of hardwoods and conifers, usually 

including eastern hemlock. The steep ravine walls and conifer 

canopy create an unusually shady, cool, moist microclimate 

that often supports plants of more northern affinities or higher 

elevations, and a cool haven for other plants and animals. The 

four ravines of the proposed critical environmental area (the 

“CEA”) are along tributaries or sub-tributaries to Wyomanock 

and Kinderhook creeks. The CEA boundaries are drawn 

generally at 200 feet beyond the rim of each ravine to 

encompass the area most important to maintaining the habitat 

conditions of the ravine. Ravines are a common occurrence in 

New Lebanon and the region in general, but the special habitat 

known as a “cool ravine” is rare. These places where air 

temperatures are markedly cooler than those of the 

surrounding landscape provide habitat for unusual plants and 

animals, and may offer critical refuge for wildlife and plants 

stressed by the advance of global warming. In this region, cool 

ravines often have plants such as mountain maple, fly 

honeysuckle, hobblebush, American yew, and red-berried elder. 

Mosses, liverworts, and ferns are often abundant on the moist 

rocky walls. Because the steepness and rockiness of the ravine 

walls may have protected some ravines from past logging, some 

may retain older trees than are found in adjacent forests on 

gentler slopes. Northern slimy salamander and small-footed 

bat may use talus (loose rock) areas of the rocky ravine walls, 



 

 

and northern dusky salamander and perhaps even the 

regionally rare spring salamander may use the streams and 

associated seeps of cool ravine habitats. Uncommon birds such 

as Blackburnian warbler, black-throated green warbler, and 

winter wren sometimes nest in the trees clinging to the steep 

walls and forested rims of cool ravines. Barred owl and saw 

whet owl may use the hemlocks for daytime roosts. These 

places are important contributors to regional biological 

diversity, providing cool, moist habitats for wildlife and plants 

requiring those conditions. They serve both as longterm 

habitats that anchor certain populations and as local 

temporary refuges that allow other organisms to withstand 

immediate stresses. All four streams that run through these 

ravines have been identified by the New York Natural Heritage 

Program as Areas of Known Importance for their sensitive 

coldwater stream habitats, and one is classified as a trout 

spawning stream by the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation. Cool stream temperatures in all 

these streams also help to maintain the coolwater conditions of 

the Wyomanock and Kinderhook Creeks, both of which are 

classified as trout streams in their New Lebanon reaches. All of 

the ravines in the proposed CEA are embedded in forested 

areas of 200+ acres that serve to protect the ravine habitats, in 

addition to providing other important habitat themselves, and 

allowing safe movement of plants and animals between larger 

forest blocks—migrations that may be increasingly important 

for the persistence of populations in this era of a warming 

climate. Two ravines are within the Taconic Mountain 

Significant Biodiversity Area, an area recognized by NYSDEC 

for its large areas of contiguous, high-quality forests, its 

support of regionally rare and state-listed rare and uncommon 

plants and animals, and its importance as a water resource for 

wetlands, streams, and groundwater of the lowlands to the 

west. 

 

3. Based on the foregoing and on all prior proceedings in this matter, the Town 

Board hereby designates the four cool ravines and adjoining buffer zones as 

shown on Exhibit A hereto as the Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area 

pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.14(g). 

4. The Town Board hereby establishes that upon the effective date of this 

designation, which shall be 30 days after filing with the Commissioner of the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the potential 

impact of any Type I or Unlisted Action on the environmental characteristics 

of the Cool Ravines Critical Environmental Area, as set forth in the Cool 

Ravines Critical Environmental Area report annexed hereto as Exhibit E, is a 

relevant area of environmental concern and must be evaluated in the 

determination of significance prepared pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.7.  



 

 

5. The Town Board hereby authorizes and directs the Town Supervisor to 

provide such notification and filings as may be required by 6 NYCRR § 

617.14.  

Upon the question of the foregoing Resolution, the following Town Board Members 

voted “Aye” or “Nay” for said Resolution: 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Councilmember Britt Buckenroth        ___ 

Councilmember Deborah Gordon   ___ 

 Supervisor Tistrya Houghtling   ___ 

Councilmember John Trainor   ___ 

 Councilmember Marianna Anthonisen  ___ 

  

The Resolution, having been approved by a majority vote of the Town Board, was 

declared duly adopted by the Supervisor of the Town of New Lebanon. 

 

Dated: June 14, 2022 

 

 

Marcie Robertson 

New Lebanon Town Clerk 

 


