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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF  

THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NEW LEBANON   

HELD ON MARCH 9, 2021 

Present:   Tistrya Houghtling, Supervisor  

    Norman Rasmussen, Councilmember (online)    

    Deborah Gordon, Councilmember (online) 

John Trainor, Councilmember 

Jesse Newton, Councilmember 

 

 

 

Recording Secretary: Marsha “Marcie” Robertson, Town Clerk (online)  

 

 

Others Present: Steve Powers, CAC Member & CSC Chair (online) 

Bruce Shenker, NL Rep to CC Enviro Mgmt (online) 

Monte Wasch, BEDC Chair (online) 

David Farren, CAC Chair (online) 

Marc Anthonisen, CSC Advisor (online) 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm by Supervisor Houghtling.  A moment of 

silence was held in memory of Patty Harper, who recently passed away, followed by the flag 

salute.  The meeting was held in person at the New Lebanon Town Hall, 14755 State Route 

22 North, New Lebanon, NY 12125, online via google meets and live streamed for the public 

at:  

 
https://townhallstreams.com/towns/new_lebanon_ny  

 

MINUTES: 

The minutes of the February 9 , 2021 Special Meeting and February 9, 2021 

Regular Meeting meetings were reviewed.  A motion was made by Supervisor 

Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and approved unanimously to approve the 

minutes as typed. 

 

 

FINANCIAL: 

Supervisor’s Report: 

Since this was an in person and live streamed meeting the Supervisor’s Report as of 

February 28, 2021 was available to the public via the Town Clerk’s email and the Town 

website and the Town Board was emailed the Supervisor’s Report by Supervisor Houghtling.  

 

https://townhallstreams.com/towns/new_lebanon_ny
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A motion was made by Councilmember Newton to accept the Supervisor’s report as typed.  

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Trainor.   

 

Roll Call Vote: 

  Councilmember Rasmussen -   Aye 

  Councilmember Gordon -    Aye 

  Supervisor Houghtling -    Aye 

  Councilmember Newton -    Aye 

  Councilmember Trainor -    Aye 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she has received one email before the meeting for POF 

and will read it into the record: 

 

Supervisor Houghtling read the following:  

 

Supervisor Houghtling and Town Board Members, 
Mr. Winestock has failed again this past month to remove the old guard rail beams 
from the side of Main Street at the foot of Pool Hill Road.  I now believe he has no 
intention of doing so. 
I understand that the town attorney has advised that the town board has no authority 
to scrap the beams in place, so I won’t suggest that again.  However, if necessary I am 
confident I could assemble a crew of volunteers to move the scrap to the space 

behind the Town Shed.  Let me know if you are interested, and advise whether we 
would need to execute formal waivers for liability purposes. 
In my 54 years in New Lebanon, we have had five road superintendents.  They all 
eventually became like the current holder of that office – burned out and no longer 
caring about pride in doing a good job.  The board should perhaps explore some 
means to deal with this phenomenon.  Term limits, maybe.  Or turning the position into 
an appointed one, where the board could exercise a higher degree of performance 

management for the position. 
Respectfully, 
Doug Banker 
 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she discussed this situation with the Town Attorney and 

he was very clear that the Highway Superintendent is very autonomous and the Town 

Board is not allowed to declare highway equipment scrap.  The Highway Superintendent 

could have other uses for the old guard rail and it would not be appropriate for the Town 

Board to get involved in the removal of the guard rail. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that he discussed this with Highway Superintendent 

Winestock today and he stated that he will discuss this further when they get to this topic 

in the old business of the agenda. 
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BUDGET AMENDMENT #2 OF 2021: 
Supervisor Houghtling stated that we have two adjustments.  The Highway Superintendent 

needed a new refrigerator for $600.00, that wasn’t budgeted for.  There were also 

adjustments made to the values of the highway vehicles/equipment on our insurance policy 

based on the Highway Superintendent’s review of highway inventory that created an 

additional premium in the amount of $300.00 on our commercial automobile policy. 

 

General Fund: 
$     900.00 from A-1990.4 (Contingency) 

$     300.00 to A-1910.4 (Unallocated Insurance – Cont. Exp.) 

$     600.00        to A-5010.2 (Super of Hwys - Equipment) 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Trainor and seconded by Councilmember Newton to 

approve the above noted budget amendment. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

  Councilmember Rasmussen -   Aye 

  Councilmember Gordon -    Aye 

  Supervisor Houghtling -    Aye 

  Councilmember Newton -    Aye 

  Councilmember Trainor -    Aye  

 

HIGHWAY BILL EXCEEDING $5,000.00: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated before they pay the bills, they need to retroactively make an 

approval for a highway voucher from Marchese Ford for repairs to a highway vehicle that 

exceeded the $5,000.00 spending limit without prior Town Board approval.   

 

Councilmember Newton stated that when Highway Superintendent Winestock dropped 

the truck off for repairs he didn’t think that one part would cost as much at it did, 

$4,700.00.  He stated that there needs to be clarification because they thought a single 

item cannot exceed $5,000.00.  Is it per item limit of $5,000.00 or total voucher amount of 

$5,000.00? 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that per the Town Attorney, they cannot define what.  They 

can either make a threshold or not make a threshold, it is everything that falls under 

Highway Law 142, it is per purchase, you cannot piece it out. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that the vehicle went to Marchese for one issue and once 

there, there were other things that needed repair.  Highway Superintendent Winestock 

was not aware in advance that this expense would be this much. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling recommended that the Town Clerk send a blanket letter to 

highway vendors asking that before they make any repairs that may exceed the $5,000.00 

threshold, etc that they reach out to Highway Superintendent Winestock first. 
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A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Gordon and 

approved unanimously to authorize the Town Clerk to send a letter to all highway vendors 

that have to do with Highway Law 142 which Supervisor Houghtling will work with Town 

Clerk Robertson to define stating that any repair or purchase over $5,000.00 requires 

approval of the Town Board and to please contact the Highway Superintendent if it seems 

an order or repair will exceed the $5,000.00. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that Town Clerk Robertson will work with her and Highway 

Superintendent Winestock in defining who the vendors are to be sent the letter. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she did check with the Town Attorney to see how to pay 

the voucher, they have to do a retroactive motion because the Town Board cannot 

authorize a payment unless it follows their own rules. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and 

approved unanimously to retroactively approve the repairs on a 2013 Ford F550 in an 

amount to exceed $5,000.00 back to January 19th of 2021. 

 

AUDIT OF BILLS: 

 2021 BILLS: 

General Nos. 59 through 87, in the amount of $52,129.16; 

Highway Nos. 14 through 27, in the amount of $41,182.60; and 

Escrow Nos. 5 through 7, in the amount of $1,418.84 

As listed on Abstract No. 3 dated March 9, 2021. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Newton and seconded by Supervisor Houghtling to 

pay the above noted claims from their respective accounts. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

  Councilmember Rasmussen -   Aye 

  Councilmember Gordon -    Aye 

  Supervisor Houghtling -    Aye 

  Councilmember Newton -    Aye 

  Councilmember Trainor -    Aye 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Highway Asset Management Plan:  

Councilmember Newton stated that he discussed more numbers with Highway 

Superintendent Winestock but they haven’t come up with anything final yet.  He stated 

the original numbers were just recommendations, that they retain the vehicles quite a bit 

longer than that. 
 

Recreation Commission Letter of Interest: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that we went out for letters of interest when we had two 

vacancies and then we got a third vacancy.  We did get two letters on interest and we 
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received a third after the deadline but according to the town attorney, that is okay.  We 

received a letter of interest from Abbie Shoobs for the recreation commission.  We have one 

vacancy that expires 12/31/2027. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and 

approved unanimously to appoint Abbie Shoobs to the Recreation Commission for the 

vacancy expiring 12/31/2027. 

 

Cover for Highway Garage Fuel Tank: 

Supervisor Houghtling asked Councilmember Newton if there was any update. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that he has been contacted by many volunteers but 

unfortunately at the time he was under a working quarantine, work only, no other extra 

activities due to possible exposure.  The volunteers were all more comfortable waiting a 

couple of weeks and now that the weather is getting nicer, he hopes they will start to make 

some progress with this in the next month or so. 

 

EV Charging Station Grant: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated we have received some exciting news.  She stated that we got 

approved for an EV Charging Station Grant about two or three years ago.  It was supposed to 

go behind the bank.  When they went to obtain the easement, it was actually the bank that 

owned the property not the property owner.  The property owner was okay with it, but the 

bank was not willing to give the easement.  Due to this situation and COVID, everything was 

put on hold. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that recently, they found a new location and the Grant became 

available again.  The new location is on Tilden Lane behind the library, and behind the auto 

parts building on the left, and it connects to the Rail Trail property.  The property owners are 

willing to give an easement and it has already been drafted and is going in the mail 

tomorrow, to be signed.  The Town Attorney stated that as long as the bid didn’t exceed the 

original bid, even though that bid is a couple of years old, we can still use that bid and we do 

not have to go back out to bid.  The contractor came out the other day, looked at the property 

and said that the bid would not go up. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that the next step is to clear brush and get the ground prepped 

and Lebanon Valley Excavation has volunteered his service to help spread the materials. We 

already have a contract with Colarusso, so we can order the crusher run from them out of the 

Town buildings and property budget line.  

 

Pandemic Plan Required by NYS: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that we were able to use the County’s Plan and make changes 

from Columbia County to Town of New Lebanon.  The purpose of this plan is in the event of 

another pandemic to define who can work from home and who needs to be in the building.  

The Highway Department, the Court and Parks & Building Maintenance have to work 100% 

in the building or on site.  Each employee who performs any percentage of work from home, 
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will need to sign this agreement. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Trainor and 

approved unanimously to adopt the Public Employer Health Emergency Plan for the Town of 

New Lebanon as written. 

 

See Addendum A 

 

Proposed LL#1 of 2021 – Chapter 71: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that if they adopt this LL, it will become Local Law #2 of 2021 

because the Law that was adopted at the end of 2020 in December, didn’t get filed with the 

State until January of 2021, so that Law became #1 of 2021.  This LL has to be Proposed #1 

of 2021 because we didn’t have a Proposed #1. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that this Local Law is addressing barking dogs.  Currently in 

our law if a dog barks two times in its lifetime you are in violation of our code.  This Local 

Law is addressing that.  There will be a Public Hearing in April before adopting it, but are 

there any questions. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that in the new proposed law, habitual is defined as howling, 

barking, crying or whining or any combination thereof consistently or repeatedly during two 

or more periods of at least fifteen minutes each within any twenty-four-hour period and 

which is audible and actually heard by any person that is located on an adjoining property. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling to introduce Proposed Local Law #1 of 2021 

and to set a Public Hearing for 6:55pm on April 13th, 2021. The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Newton. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

  Councilmember Rasmussen -   Aye 

  Councilmember Gordon -    Aye 

  Supervisor Houghtling -    Aye 

  Councilmember Newton -    Aye 

  Councilmember Trainor -    Aye 

 

See Addendum B 

 
Town Logo: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she is still working on this.  It was delayed by her being 

quarantined.  Hopefully she will have something to report next month. 

 

Pavilion Bathroom Contract Amendment: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that last month the contractor requested that the town 

purchase the materials for the pavilion bathrooms.  The Town Board did approve that 

pending approval from the Town Attorney. 
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Supervisor Houghtling stated that she drafted a proposal and the Town Attorney adjusted it.  

The contractor called her today and stated that he is not comfortable signing this proposed 

amendment as it is written.  Supervisor Houghtling stated that the contractor’s concerns are 

that when the contract amendment to extend to April 29th was done there was discussion 

held at the March meeting discussing the completion date depending on consistent sixty-

degree temperatures day and night to install the FRP panels and the amount of time needed 

to complete the project from that point. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that the contractor, Bill Banker, Banker Enterprises is 

requesting that the contract amendment be changed to reflect the following: 

 

Section 5, cross out the first two sentences: (The Contractor agrees to have the 
entire project completed by April 29, 2021.  Time is of the essence.) 

 

Whereas language: (WHEREAS, pursuant to such written amendment executed 

January 29, 2021, the date by which the project must be completed by 

Contractor is April 29, 2021; and) add in as long as the weather is conducive to 

installing the FRP by April 1st, 2021. 

 

Section 3: remove completely (Notwithstanding this Amendment, the Contractor 

continues to bear sole and exclusive responsibility for any and all 

deficiencies in, and for any lack of availability of, materials and supplies 

for the project.  The Contractor continues to bear such responsibility in all 

events and without limitation, including (without limitation) if the Town is 

negligent, if the Town orders materials and supplies that do not meet the 

specifications provided by the Contractor, and if materials and supplies are 

unavailable due to, e.g., supply constraints or other unforeseen events.)   

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Newton to authorize Supervisor Houghtling to sign 

the contract as amended at tonight’s meeting adding in the wording “as long as the weather 

is conducive to installing FRP by April 1st on page 1 and the definition of that for six days 

above fifty degree constant temperature; eliminating Section 3 in which case Section 4 will 

become Section 3, Section 5 will become Section 4, Section 6 will become Section 5 and on the 

old Section 5 which will be the new Section 4, eliminating the first two sentences.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Trainor. 

Roll Call Vote: 

  Councilmember Rasmussen -   Aye 

  Councilmember Gordon -    Aye 

  Supervisor Houghtling -    Aye 

  Councilmember Newton -    Aye 

  Councilmember Trainor -    Aye 
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See Addendum C 

 
Guardrails on Main Street: 

Councilmember Newton stated he spoke to Highway Superintendent Winestock today and he 

wanted Councilmember Newton to relay that he does not want the guardrails turned into 

surplus, he thinks he does have another use for them.  Highway Superintendent Winestock 

told him; he will remove the guardrails.  He wanted to remind everyone that they have been 

very busy maintaining the roads due to the weather in the last couple of months.   

 

Highway Superintendent Winestock told Councilmember Newton that the guardrails are 

most likely holding up some material, so he will probably have to do some headwall work on 

that section as well, he will get to it but the weather dictates that his maintaining the roads 

as a priority. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that they have had some issues with the furnace in the 

highway garage this year.  The parts to repair the furnace are approximately $2,800.00, 

which is not much less than replacing with a new furnace, this will need to be addressed in 

the near future. 

 

Speed Limit Signs on Cemetery Road: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that at last months meeting at Privilege of the Floor there was 

a request for speed limit signs or slow down signs on Cemetery Road.  Supervisor Houghtling 

stated that she did look into it and it is 30 mph for entire length of Cemetery Road and it is 

posted.  There does seem to be a missing sign or two maybe between West Street and Route 

22 but Supervisor Houghtling is not sure of sign placement and distance between the signs.   

 

Councilmember Newton stated that he and Highway Superintendent Winestock did discuss 

this and the distance is figured out from end of road to start of road minus your initial signs.  

Usually there is an initial sign at the beginning of each road in either direction and then one 

in between if it is over a certain length.  Councilmember Newton stated that Highway 

Superintendent Winestock will probably ask County to see if this section of road requires a 

sign in-between.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling then asked if the speed limit signs are fine, are they allowed to put up 

a slowdown sign or something like that?  She asked Councilmember Newton to ask Highway 

Superintendent Winestock and get back to the board with that information. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that he will.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Bronze Status Reached for Climate Smart Communities Program: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated the Town of New Lebanon has reached their Bronze 

Certification for the Climate Smart Communities Program.  We were one of only three 

towns to reach this status in this reporting period and we are the very first town or city in 

Columbia County to be Bronze Certified.  Supervisor Houghtling stated that to show how 
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impressive that is, she wants to remind everyone that it was only February of 2020 that the 

Town Board took the pledge to become a Climate Smart Community and it wasn’t until 

April of 2020 that they formed their Task Force, which was officially when they could get 

started.  So, in eight months from April to December of 2020, our Task Force got so many 

things done for our town that benefit our community.  Supervisor Houghtling stated that 

she wanted to extend the biggest gratitude to Steve Powers as the Chair of their CSC for his 

hard work and dedication, Marc Anthonisen for being our advisor and bringing his 

knowledge and expertise to the table, to all of the task force members for their hard work 

and dedication and to the entire Town Board for supporting the efforts of the Task Force. 

Steve Powers, Chair of CSC made the following statement: 

“Thank you for the kind words but this has always been a team effort and we never could've 
done it without the support of Tistrya and the whole Town Board. Some of the action items 
we submitted were started by Tistrya as Town Clerk like the LED street lights, Energy code 
enforcement training and the Free Store etc. so we thank you for the head start. Also, having 
very motivated Task Force members has been a key and thanks to all of them: 

Jenna Barbary, Bob Gilson, Deb Gordon, Adelia Moore, Peg Munves, Elizabeth 

Poreba, Bruce Shenker, Sarah Steadman, Cathy Wilkerson & Josh Young. 

Special thanks to our adviser Marc Anthonisen whose expertise and dedication ensured that 
we reached our goal in record time. When you look at the timeline you realize that we 
accomplished this basically between April when the Task Force was formed and December 
2020. Other towns have been doing it for 7 years or more and still haven't reached it. As a 
result of our work we will immediately be able to apply for a $5000 grant (not matching) and 
I think in the next few months we will qualify for two more $5000 grants that are earmarked 
for energy related projects for the town.” 

Supervisor Houghtling also mentioned Jill Falchi, sustainability planner with the CDRPC 

(Capital District Regional Planning Commission) and thanked her for all of her hard work 

and efforts as well. 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she does not have confirmation, but thinks we are the first 

to reach this status in this time frame. 

Land Donation Offer: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that we have an exciting prospective of a land donation 

offer.  It is a property on Route 20 towards West Lebanon, owned by Ceramtech across the 

street from the old RISA, in between the auto dealer on the right and the house that’s 

before it as you are heading towards West Lebanon.  It is a big open field with a stream 

that runs through it.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that Ceramtech doesn’t own any other property in New 
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York State and doesn’t want to.  Ceramtech has approached the Rail Trail, offering to 

donate the property to the Rail Trail because there is a section of Rail Trail that goes 

through this property.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that the Rail Trail didn’t necessarily want to own and 

maintain thirty-three acres of land and approached the town to see if the town had any 

potential interest for the remainder of the property. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that all she is looking for today is if the town is interested in 

looking at this further.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she met with their representative and according to 

them there are no taxes owed on the property, there are no DEC or other concerns with 

the property, they just want it gone.  

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that some of the thoughts that she had for possible use of 

the property are putting in a parking lot for the Rail Trail, maybe for the skate park, 

maybe a picnic area and maybe a more permanent place for ice skating, roller skating, etc.   

 

Councilmember Trainor stated that he liked the idea of focusing on bringing some of these 

things closer to West Lebanon.  

 

Councilmember Rasmussen asked why they are choosing to donate instead of selling? 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that they told her they were very active in the Rail Trail 

that goes through downtown Nassau and that they are very big on rail trails, that is why 

they approached the Rail Trail.  

 

Bruce Shenker, NL Rep to CC Enviro. Mgt. stated that basically it is the last property 

they own in NY State and they want to get out of NY State.  They did look at it and the 

part of the property for the Rail Trail was not actually owned by them. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she did know the owner of that section of property and 

hopefully they will be willing to donate it to the Town.  She stated that there is definitely 

more work to be done on this and information gathered but she just wanted to make sure 

the board was interested before moving forward.  Everyone agreed that it is worth looking 

into further. 

 

Re-Appointment of Bruce Shenker as NL Rep to CC Environmental Mgt. Council to term 

2/15/2021 – 2/14/2023: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that due to an oversight Bruce Shenker’s reappointment was 

overlooked at the January meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Trainor and 

approved unanimously to reappoint Bruce Shenker as the New Lebanon Rep to the Columbia 
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County Environmental Management Council retroactively to a term 2/15/2021 through 

2/14/2023. 

 

Summer Camp: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that it sounds like New York State and Columbia County are 

going to be allowing summer camps to take place and we have a lot of residents wanting it.  

Supervisor Houghtling stated that in her opinion, kids have been in school indoors and if 

they are able to keep the kids safe indoors, then having outside summer camp should be 

doable.  Michelle Bienes, SYP Director is requesting that summer camp be authorized.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that it will require a safety plan and a health screening 

procedure.  She stated that we have not received anything official from the health 

department, but that they did say it will be something similar to what is being done in the 

schools. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that if the State and County allows summer camp, does the 

board agree to it as well.  All agreed. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and 

approved unanimously pending the authorization from New York State and Columbia 

County to allow summer camp to happen this summer 2021 that the Town Board authorize 

this summer camp to occur in New Lebanon. 

 

Farmer’s Market: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that a while back the Town Board had discussion on how they 

could help support the Farmer’s market.  The board put it back on the Market for them to 

see how towns help other markets.  The Farmers Market is now requesting that the Town 

look into how they can have a relationship with them.  Supervisor Houghtling stated that 

she did look into the Association of Towns and forwarded the board the email.  It basically 

refers the town to consult their attorney.   

 

Councilmember Rasmussen stated that the NL Farmers Market is an LLC for other small 

for-profit businesses.  And the idea that they are requesting the town to pay for the legal fees 

so that they may gain more benefits doesn’t seem very appropriate, if they want us to use our 

lawyer, then they should pay for it.  Otherwise we are not paying to promote them, we are 

paying for them to receive free legal advice. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that a few years back, when Colleen Teal was the Supervisor 

and she was the Town Clerk, the town asked the Farmers Market to come to the Town Park 

and maybe to be a town run or town sponsored farmers market and the farmers market said 

no thank you. 

 

Councilmember Trainor asked who runs the market, who makes the profit? 
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Supervisor Houghtling stated that she believes the LLC is registered to Josh Young. 

 

Councilmember Gordon stated that the only reason he did that was to make the market 

eligible to apply for grants.  The money they charge the vendors goes to the expenses the 

market has. 

 

Monte Wasch, BEDC Chair stated that Josh Young is using Grow the Valley and Berkshire 

Grown, 501C3 non-profits to slush through grant applications, so that the farmers market 

can receive grant applications which are administered by valid 501C3 organizations. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she agrees with Councilmember Rasmussen, that if the 

Farmers Market wants the town to fund in some way promotions or mailers or otherwise that 

the ownness would be on them to hire legal council and come to the Town Board with a 

proposal. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated yes, he agrees and that he absolutely agrees with 

Councilmember Rasmussen.  He thinks that if the board were to support an LLC, the 

community will have an issue with that. 

 

Monte Wasch, BEDC Chair stated that in his opinion the farmers market should try to 

convert themselves into a 5013C, that way it could raise funds for both private and public 

sources. 

 

Councilmember Gordon asked Monte how the Farmers Market being a 5013C would change 

how the town would respond to their request? 

 

Monte Wasch, BEDC Chair responded that it wouldn’t necessarily change how the town 

would respond to their request to spend town funds on research for their benefit, which is the 

issue that Councilmember Rasmussen raises.  It would give them greater access to both 

public and private money. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated she has a strong feeling that the answer will be no to the town 

helping this LLC if you are not doing it for every business in town.  She stated that the 

Association of Towns did say it can be done, you need to consult your local attorney, but it 

can be done for a private, not for profit farmers’ market.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that either way she doesn’t think the town should spend 

attorney fees figuring out what that relationship could be.  She also doesn’t think the Farmers 

Market should spend money on attorney fees until they become a not for profit, because she 

thinks that if it is an LLC the answer will be no.  If it is a not for profit private farmers 

market, then it seems it could be done according to the Association of Towns with the proper 

contract and all of that, which would be on the farmers market attorney to prepare the 

contract and proposal.  The town would then pay the town attorney to review it all just like 

we do with the Little League Contract. 
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Councilmember Gordon stated that she understood the letter from the Association of Towns 

differently.  She thought it suggested that it would be easier for the town to support the 

Farmers Market if it were a 501C3 but that it could also be done as an LLC because a farmer’s 

market is for public good. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling read the following: “In addition, the Town Board should enter into a 
contract with the non-profit to require that the funds provided are used for the designated 
proper public purpose.”  That’s where we would need our town attorney.  Anytime it says 

turns on town facts, that is essentially saying it can be allowed, depending on the community.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling read the following: “It says the Town Board should determine whether 
there is a proper statutory authority for the expenditure.  If they do not find proper statutory 
authority, the Town Board could consider adopting a Local Law to give themselves the 
authority.”   
 

Then it says: “I could not find a reported state agency opinion regarding whether or not a 
municipality may provide assistance to a private farmers market.  Municipalities, including 
towns have the authority to establish farmers markets under General Municipal Law 172, 
therefore the state has determined that funding a farmer’s market is a proper public purpose.  
In the event the Town Board decides to provide funding to a private farmers market, the 
town should have a contract approved by the Town Board, delineating how the funding is to 
be used and the board should ensure the funding is used in accordance with the terms of the 
contract.” 
 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she is reading it to say, the town can establish a farmer’s 

market or the town can potentially contract with a not for profit farmers’ market.  Either way 

our attorney would have to look at it.  

 

Councilmember Trainor stated that if the farmers market takes the initiative and sends us 

a proposal, we can deal with that.  If it comes to a contract as with the Little League, have 

our attorney look at it.  

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated she thinks an argument could be made by residents if the board 

were to move forward with the attorney to look into this, that they are spending taxpayer 

money for one private LLC entity and that is not proper. 

 

The Town Board agreed no action is to be taken at this time. 
 

Resignation from Business & Economic Development Committee: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that Al Bellenchia has moved from New Lebanon, no longer 

works or lives in New Lebanon, therefore he has resigned from the BEDC. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and 

approved unanimously to accept the resignation from the NL Business & Economic 

Development Committee from Albert Bellenchia.   
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    2021 Little League Contract: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated the Little League did contact the town asking that the contract 

remain the same as it was in 2020. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Newton, seconded by Councilmember Trainor and 

approved unanimously to authorize Supervisor Houghtling to sign the 2021 Little League 

Contract mirroring last years contract with the dates changed to 2021. 

 

See Addendum D 
 

   Parade Proposal for Community Member: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that we have multiple community members that want to 

organize a St. Patrick’s Day themed parade this coming Sunday in honor of Patty Harper, 

who recently passed away.  The parade would involve Shatford park so they wanted to get 

the okay from the Town Board.  The proposed route would start from the little league end of 

the park, taking a left onto Route 22 and then a right onto Main Street and then a left looping 

around past her house and then crossing back over Route 22 back to Shatford Park and 

ending in the park for a socially distanced gathering.  The LVPA and police will take care of 

traffic control and the community members will take care of everything else.  The Town Board 

all agreed that there is no problem in doing this. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated to everyone listening from the public, please join and Town 

Clerk Robertson will send an email blast and a put it on the town website since it is taking 

place on town property. 

 

   Potential Federal Funding for Towns: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that our Congressman Delgado was very involved in pushing 

for local government funding, especially on town and county levels.  We haven’t gotten DSS 

or other federal reimbursements in quite some time.  The county revenues are down by 

millions.  

 

Supervisor Houghtling read the following: “The House’s American Rescue Plan includes 
Representative Antonio Delgado’s local funding formula, which delivers $130.2 billion to local 
governments across the United States.”  Supervisor Houghtling stated that there is a lot they 

can utilize the money for, she doesn’t know the exact split for New Lebanon, the article in 

the Register Star left out Town of New Lebanon.  She stated that other towns around our 

size are getting somewhere between $200 and $300 thousand, it is by population. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she did call to discuss the possible uses of the money such 

as, to support local businesses that are struggling as long as within legal parameters, to help 

fund projects that were put on hold due to COVID to continue with the project as planned, 

infrastructure, broadband, etc as long as it is meant to mitigate or respond to the economic 

impact due to COVID.   

 

Supervisor Houghtling just wanted to inform everyone about this and have the board start 
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thinking of ways that this money can be used to help mitigate the negative effects of COVID.  

Unlike the CARES ACT, this bill allows this funding to be used to replace lost revenue, and 

there is no time limit on spending the money.    

 

   Intermunicipal Agreement for Highway Work: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that this was something that we didn’t sign last year.  Highway 

Superintendent Winestock had some concerns with this agreement and the Highway Law 

142 possibly conflicting with one another.  The Town Attorney did clarify that there is not a 

conflict. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that most times it is the county helping us out, it is very rarely 

or not all, the town helping them county.  She thinks we would be remiss in not signing this 

agreement.  It very clearly states that if a request is made of the town, the Highway 

Superintendent has every authority to approve or not, it doesn’t bind him to anything. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Trainor, seconded by Councilmember Gordon and 

approved unanimously to authorize the Town of New Lebanon Town Board with Supervisor 

Houghtling as signer entering into the Intermunicipal Agreement that allows the county and 

other towns to provide work for the town and allows if Highway Superintendent Winestock 

agrees to it, for him to provide services to other towns and the county. 

 

    Traffic Study Request – County 5 and Route 20 Intersection: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that the County 5 and Route 20 intersection has been 

something that has been discussed for some time now.  For some reason it is a very dangerous 

intersection, there was another accident there today and she believes in the last two weeks 

there have been three incidents involving that intersection. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that normally they request a speed limit study, but she thinks 

in this case they should request a general traffic study explaining that there have been many 

accidents at this intersection.   

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Newton, seconded by Councilmember Trainor and 

approved unanimously to authorize Supervisor Houghtling to request a general traffic study 

at the intersection of County 5 and Route 20. 

 

   Resignation: 

Supervisor Houghtling stated we received a resignation from both the CAC and the CSC 

from the same member, unfortunately we are losing Jenna Barbary because she is moving.   

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Gordon and 

approved unanimously to accept the resignation of Jenna Barbary from the CAC and the 

CSC and to go out for letters of interest for two vacancies on the CSC and one vacancy on 

the CAC with letters of interest due by Friday, April 9th, 2021 by 4:00pm to the Town 
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Clerk’s office and possible interviews if needed on April 13th to be deemed whether needed 

or not after receiving said letters of interest. 

 
COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS: 

Assessor (Councilmember Rasmussen): 
Councilmember Rasmussen stated that he has no news to repot at this time. 

  

Building Department (Councilmember Rasmussen): 
Councilmember Rasmussen stated that Cissy is working on documenting requirements for 

working with the town in hopes of making those processes a little easier for residents and 

understand. 

 

Business & Economic Development (Councilmember Gordon): 
Monte Wasch stated that BEDC and its Community and Appearance Design sub-committee 

seeks approval for the Town to apply for a CIRD (Citizens’s Institute on Rural Design) 

grant.  The work of the grant is for the Grantor to bring in a team of design professionals to 

work with stakeholders in the town (land and business owners, interested local gov and 

not-for-profit officials, BEDC members) to reimagine both the appearance of the Miracle 

Mile and the way it functions.  Similar to what we hoped to accomplish by holding a design 

competition.  The CIRD grant comes with a $6000 stipend which we must match.  For the 

match, we can use donations of time, materials, space, etc., as a match.  We would also like 

to request that the funds put aside in the 2021 Budget for the design competition be made 

available to use for the CIRD design workshop if necessary, in order to satisfy the match.  If 

we do not get the grant (which is likely, as this is a federal grant), we will move ahead with 

the design competition.   

 

Councilmember Gordon stated that it is critical that the applicant will be the town.  Grow 

the Valley is joining them as a secondary applicant but the primary applicant will be the 

town.  The contact person for the grant needs to be a town employee, so Councilmember 

Gordon will be that contact person. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Trainor and 

approved unanimously authorizing Deb Gordon to apply for the grant on behalf of the Town 

of New Lebanon. 

 

The Outreach and Marketing sub-committee’s next publication is a business calendar of 

events for Spring/Summer 2021 and a “coupon” book of incentives offered by community 

businesses.  This compilation is now in progress with a submission date of March 12th and 

a publication date of May 1st. 

 

The process of designing a Town logo continues. 
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The Virtual Farmers Market is now on a steady twice-weekly sales schedule; offerings 

continue to diversify.  The BEDC urges the Town Board to make funds available to get legal 

counsel on how the Town can best support the Market’s growth. 

 

Working in conjunction with the various board chairs, the BEDC continues to support a 

rewrite and simplification of the approval processes for business establishments. 

 

Monte Wasch, BEDC Chair stated that he believes the BEDC should have a stated number 

of members just as other boards and commissions do and that if they fall below that 

number, that they advertise for vacancies.  He suggested that it should be fifteen members. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she thinks there are a few members that aren’t meeting 

with the BEDC right now because the online meeting doesn’t work for them.  Once they can 

meet in person again, they are looking forward to getting back involved. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling asked Monte Wasch to draft up a proposal for next months meeting 

that talks about the number of members, the positions of town board whether they ex-

officiate or not and get it to her a week or so before the meeting and she will put it into a 

resolution.  

 

CAC & Environmental Management & Climate Smart Task Force (Councilmember 
Gordon): 
 

David Farren, CAC Chair stated that the CAC monthly meeting last night had technical 

challenges with Google Meet and we switched to Zoom for the duration of the meeting. 

 

David Farren had a productive and lengthy phone conversation with Elizabeth Brutsch. 

Advising the Planning Board on pending proposals is central to the CAC mission and 

Elizabeth agreed to approach the Planning Board clerk with a proposal to allow the CAC to 

review proposals in a timelier fashion.   

 

Trees for Tribs has said that they will award the project for Shatford Park.  We expect to 

receive a planting plan within the week and David will reach out to Jesse Newton to set a 

time to meet with Donnie Sears to review that plan.  It appears they will deliver 500 potted 

tree and shrub seedlings for spring planting.   

 

At last night's meeting, we discussed whether it makes sense to revisit the 2014 Open 

Space Inventory.  We believe the Town Board approved it at the time and a next step 

would be for the Town Board to adopt an Open Space Index.  The Hudson River Estuary 

Program has announced a June 2nd deadline for grant applications, generously funded, and 

Open Space Inventories are a focus.  David viewed a Hudson River Estuary Program 

webinar on open space inventories presented last month.  One take away was that natural 

resource inventories normally precede open space inventories.  Our order was reversed.  In 
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any event, we would have time to prepare a grant proposal for revising our Open Space 

Inventory and submit it by the June 2nd deadline. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling requested that David obtain information from the Town Clerk to 

find out if this was previously adopted or not. 

 

We agreed on our goals for the year at last night's meeting.  One addition is the launch of a 

flood mitigation study for the town.  The study would be coordinated with revising the 

Hazard Mitigation Plan for the town. Marc Anthonisen has confirmed that two Cornell 

MPA students are conducting a climate vulnerability study of the town to be completed by 

the end of May.  He suggested that we approach the Cornell Cooperative Extension Service 

forestry office in Acra, Green County, before their October deadline and request that they 

conduct a climate resilience study in town.  We would pair both studies before proceeding 

with proposed revisions to the town's Hazard Mitigation Plan, being sure to adhere to any 

required schedules.  Marc pointed out that the town also has an Emergency Response Plan 

and we may also want to propose revisions to that plan.   

 

Other CAC goals for this year that we approved last night include the following.  We will 

complete a Water Study conducted by the New York State Department of Health, whose 

team will test up to 20 private wells throughout town later this month or in April.  Steve 

Winkley of the New York State Rural Water Association has been very helpful in selecting 

test locations and these should confirm the status of the town's well waters.  In addition, we 

hope Steve will complete his Source Water Protection Plan this year.  We would like to 

memorialize scenic viewsheds that we have identified throughout town by posting them on 

an interactive website.  The website would allow the public to view 360-degree panoramas 

at each location.  We plan to propose that the Town Board adopt the first Critical 

Environmental Area in town and have identified cool ravines, an unusual habitat. as our 

first priority. We would also like to sponsor a second naturalist presentation to the summer 

campers in Shatford Park and hope that Michael Clough of the Southern Vermont Museum 

of Natural History will be available once again. 

 

Last night we also discussed the Comprehensive Plan update process and the fact that 

Natural Resources and the Environment are now separated for goals and objectives.  We 

suggested that the CSC address priorities that will help the town achieve Silver status over 

the next 3 years with the view of incorporating them in the updated Comprehensive Plan... 

 

Further to the Trees for Tribs project in Shatford Park, an auger operator provided by 

Trees for Tribs will dig up to 250 holes a day over two days, that will be the lion's share of 

labor and David estimates that 4 volunteers each morning and afternoon should be able to 

plant 500 seedlings in 10 days.  He will reach out to Norman to advertise for volunteers and 

will also propose expenditures of $300 or so for the Town Board to consider at its April 

meeting.  A supply of topsoil for amending soil in the planting holes and starter fertilizer 

would help and it makes sense for 5 yards of topsoil, a full dump truck, to be delivered if the 

town has other uses for it. 
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Steve Powers, CSC Chair stated after achieving Bronze, our next goal is Silver that requires 

300 points including the ones achieved but many have to be recertified. We also have 11 

actions that we are currently working on towards Silver. We have started our relationship 

with Cornell and have 2 masters candidate advisors Jessie and Waqar who are working on 

a vulnerability study for the town and we expect a report in May. Welcome to them and 

thank you for your help. 

I ask that I be able to apply for grants on behalf of the CSC without having to make a 

request each time. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Trainor, seconded by Councilmember Gordon and 

approved unanimously to authorize the Town Supervisor to work with Steve Powers to 

apply for grants for the CSC without Town Board approval. 

One of the potential grants that NYSERDA is offering involves the town signing up for 

the NYSTRETCH program. This program was developed to make new homes more energy 

efficient by as much as 11% over the current state code and thus save energy costs. The 

state will probably mandate these specs in 3 years anyway and this program is an 

opportunity for towns to get a jump on it and benefit with a $5000 grant if signed up by Dec 

31. It doesn't apply to existing buildings unless the owners put on an addition. It's basically 

adding more insulation so your house doesn't lose heat and thus saves money on energy 

bills in the long run. So, the CSC is asking the board to consider hearing a presentation on 

the program by NYSERDA at a future meeting if possible or whatever you suggest. 

Councilmember Newton stated that he would like to read through the NYSTRETCH 

Program because if it is what he thinks it is, he is not in favor of it. 

Supervisor Houghtling stated that she is all for energy efficiency and saving the 

environment but she is pretty opposed to anything that requires people to do something.  

She doesn’t feel that it is the local governments place to tell people that they have to be 

energy efficient, especially if you are talking about an increased cost.  She stated that 

health and safety codes she understands but energy efficiency shouldn’t be mandated. 

Councilmember Trainor stated that he tends to agree with Supervisor Houghtling on this. 

Councilmember Rasmussen stated that he would like to see it be a choice. 

Councilmember Gordon stated that she thinks it would be useful to have the details and 

cost of this explained to them.   

Supervisor Houghtling stated to Steve and Marc that they have four out of five board 

members stating that if it is something that is required or mandated, they will most likely 

vote no.  If they want to prepare something to bring before the board they can, but do so 

knowing that four members are not in favor at this point. 
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Supervisor Houghtling stated that if they had a program that is similar but doesn’t require 

anything of anyone, but a program where you could get points for more of an educational 

campaign to homeowners as to why it makes sense for them to voluntarily choose to put in 

more insulation.  That’s the direction she would lean to.  Even seeing if there are any 

incentives to making your home more energy efficient. 

David Farren, CAC Chair stated that at their Comp. Plan meeting, Jeff Hattat, Deputy 

CEO mentioned this STRETCH legislation and he seemed to make a pretty strong case that 

it would make building pretty unaffordable for many people. 

Steve Powers stated that he wasn’t looking for the Town Board to approve this, he was just     

suggesting that the board listen to a presentation by the experts on this. 

 

Councilmember Rasmussen stated that maybe they could sponsor or help in some way to 

have an educational session open specifically for the public to let people know what the 

benefits of making these changes could be to them.    

 

Bruce Shenker, Environmental Management stated that there is nothing that stuck out 

much to share.  Shaker Swamp Conservancy is getting going again, they had a meeting with CLC 

last week and he has been working with Ted Timreck who made a wonderful video explaining the 

importance of the swamp, it is beautiful.   
 

      Fire, Law Enforcement & Emergency (Councilmembers Newton & Trainor): 
Councilmember Newton stated that they are all doing their physicals, that is why they don’t 
have a rep there.  There have been a lot of wires down calls and some accidents.  They are 

still giving away smoke and CO2 detectors. 

 

Highway (Superintendent Winestock & Councilmembers Newton): 
Councilmember Newton stated that as he previously mentioned, they will need to look into 

replacing the furnace in the highway garage. 

 

Councilmember Newton stated that he would like to look into getting a transfer station here 

in New Lebanon. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling will make the request to County. 

 

Historian & LVHS: (Councilmembers Trainor): 
Councilmember Trainor stated that they are not doing much in person.   

 
LVHS activities are still limited.  John Carr has a fantastic LVHS webpage.   

 

Councilmember Newton asked about the antique photos that were blown up for the NL200, 

he thought they would be great to produce some to put up in town for sale. 
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Justice Court/Constable (Councilmember Trainor): 
Councilmember Trainor stated that Samantha Long told him the court is still functioning. 

 

Library (Councilmember Trainor): 

Councilmember Trainor stated that the Librarian sends in reports regularly.  Moriah is doing 

readings again, one coming up on the 23rd.  The board meeting is this Thursday, they are a very 

active group. 
 

      Buildings, Parks & Recreation (Councilmembers Newton): 
Councilmember Newton stated that we are heading into the soft season, doing some basic 

clean-up.  He will be disassembling the skating rink soon; we are looking at warmer 

temperatures. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling thanked Councilmember Newton for all of his work with the 

skating rink. 

 

Supervisor Houghtling mentioned to the board to keep in mind thoughts for next months 

meeting about possibly getting Music in The Park up and running this year. 

 

Seniors (Councilmember Gordon): 
Councilmember Gordon stated that the seniors are not meeting to her knowledge. 

 

Volunteers (Councilmember Rasmussen): 
Councilmember Rasmussen stated that he has been following up and getting a good 

number of confirmations from people happy to be included in the list. We handled two 

requests for volunteers and the response was excellent. We filled both requests, 1 for 2 

volunteers for a data entry & organization project and the other yielded 6 volunteers to 

work on the food giveaway. 

 

If anyone is interested in volunteering, please contact Councilmember Rasmussen at: 

nrasmussen@townofnewlebanon.com. 

 

Comparison Committee (Councilmember Rasmussen & Gordon): 

Councilmember Rasmussen stated that Deb is reaching out to other towns to identify a 

few that we can use as valid comparisons to New Lebanon. I have begun working 

out how we can download the data from the NYS website so we ensure any 

comparisons we make are based on facts. 

 

Councilmember Gordon stated that they thought doing the comparison of the Town 

Board as well would be a good idea. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

April: 

Tuesday April 13th at 6:55 pm – Public Hearing for LL #1 of 2021 (if adopted to be LL 

mailto:nrasmussen@townofnewlebanon.com


TOWN BOARD MINUTES  
March 9, 2021 
Page 22 of 22 
  
 
 
 

#2 of 2021) 

Tuesday April 13th at 7:00 pm – Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 In addition to an in-person privilege of the floor, Supervisor Houghtling will read all 

 comments, questions and concerns emailed to supervisor@townofnewlebanon.com during 

 the meeting.  Supervisor Houghtling stated she has not received any emails from anyone 

 online.   

 

David Farren stated that he will be reaching out to Councilmember Rasmussen for the 

Trees for Tribs program to look for volunteers to help plant the 500 seedlings they will be 

receiving.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Houghtling, seconded by Councilmember Newton and 

approved unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:37 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marcie Robertson 

New Lebanon Town Clerk 

mailto:supervisor@townofnewlebanon.com
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