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The mission of Mianus River Gorge, an independent, not-for-profit organization, is to preserve, protect and promote appreciation 
of the natural heritage of the Mianus River Watershed through land acquisition and conservation, 

scientific research, and public education throughout the region.
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Protecting Land:
the key to protecting our drinking water supply
Water, a finite commodity that we cannot live without, is often taken for granted, 
but water protection is a long and complicated process that begins with protection of 
watershed lands. Whether it’s safeguarding the well on your property or an entire 
municipal water supply, land protection plays a vital role. Undeveloped, healthy land 
protects aquifers and actively filters rainwater and runoff, adding crucial minerals as 
it seeps into groundwater. The boom in the bottled water market and ownership of 
many water supplies by large international companies are just two examples that 
highlight the economic value of this fragile and limited resource.
 Land protection has been the focus of Mianus River Gorge (MRG) for over 
67 years, starting with 60 acres in 1953 and now totaling over 2,000 acres protected 
throughout the Mianus River Watershed. Wetlands, stream buffers, steep slopes, and 
alluvial plains are all key components of this healthy water system. With outright 
purchase, donations, conservation easements, or as part of complicated protection 
projects with multiple partners, MRG continues to target parcels critical to assuring 
the longevity of this delicate water resource. Earlier this year, MRG added another 
3+ acres of critical watershed land in Pound Ridge and Bedford. Although not a 
huge parcel, it is one that is strategically located to protect the steep slopes draining 
to the Mianus River and the drinking water supply. It is just one more place where 
water is naturally filtered and enriched before entering households in Greenwich, 
Rye, Rye Brook, and Port Chester. 
 With clean and abundant water, also comes a healthy ecosystem flowing into 
Long Island Sound (LIS). The Sound is a significant breeding site for anadromous 
fish species like river herring and alewife – the food for larger LIS fish species, as well 
as osprey, eagles, and more. The Mianus River has the largest breeding population of 
these species anywhere in CT, with over 40,000 returning each year.     Cont'd on page 2 
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cataloguing MRG’s pollinator species 
on four of our meadows. Cara Galli 
presented a poster on her habitat model 
and map projections of potential coyote 
breeding habitat in NYC and Long 
Island. Krissy Reiss presented a poster 
on her work identifying invasion 
corridors and facilitory microhabitat 
features for the exotic grass, Japanese 
stiltgrass.
 In addition, Caroline Bayer 
(Dobbs Ferry HS) will be giving a talk 
in June on her research on river otters 
at the Hudson Highlands Research 
Symposium at Black Rock Forest. 
Caroline also won 1st place at the 2021 
Westchester Science and Engineering 
Fair and is moving on to the Interna-

Restoration of the American Chestnut Tree

Since 2019, MRG has 
been involved in a part-
nership with the New 
York Chapter of the 
American Chestnut 
Foundation and SUNY 
ESF to begin the resto-
ration of the iconic 
American chestnut.
 American chestnut 
was a keystone species 
of the eastern hard-
wood forest until it was 
all-but-eradicated by invasive fungi known as Chestnut blight. Blight arrived in 
New York in 1904 and within a few decades nearly exterminated the species. 
Now, wild chestnuts exist only as remnant stump sprouts that get infected and killed 
by the blight within a few years. 
 There have been many efforts to find or breed blight-resistant chestnut trees 
since. Most recently, the American Chestnut Foundation and researchers at SUNY 
ESF have developed a GM version of the American Chestnut that contains a single 
gene taken from wheat that provides protection from blight. The Cryphonectria 

fungus secretes oxalic acid to kill the tree’s tissue, 
which it then consumes. Using oxalic acid is a 
common “strategy” of many pathogenic fungi that 
infect plants of all kinds, and thus many plants have 
themselves evolved ways of countering this attack. 
Wheat has evolved the ability to produce an enzyme 
that neutralizes oxalic acid. By transferring the wheat 
gene that produces the acid-neutralizing enzyme into 
the chestnut genome, researchers have created a 

genetically modified chestnut that is nearly 100% C. dentata except, of course, 
for the one wheat gene.
 The next step is to cross the single trans-genic line with as many wild chestnut 
lineages as possible. To that end, MRG and other partners all over NYS are planting 
wild-type (non-resistant) chestnut seedlings every spring. Although these wild-type 
trees will ultimately die from blight, we hope that these “mother trees” will grow 
and survive long enough to produce flowers. 
When the trans-genic tree is approved for release 
by the USDA (it is currently being evaluated), 
we can cross its pollen with the mother 
trees. Approximately half of the seeds 
subsequently produced by the 
mother trees will contain the 
resistant wheat gene, and these 
seeds will become the next 
generation of American 
chestnuts. 
 To learn more about 
the program, please visit: 
esf.edu/chestnut/ and acf.org/ny/

In the Community

Part of MRG’s mission is to share our 
conservation ethic and expertise with the 
community. For our research program, 
this means disseminating our findings 
with other professionals in the field and 
with the public at large. 

Chris Nagy, Director of Research and 
Education, (above)
•  gave a lecture on coyotes in NYC 
in August for the Harris Center for 
Conservation Education (available 
on youtube: youtu.be/93he09PBfZ0 
•  advised the NYC Dept. of Parks and 
Recreation on measuring deer impacts 
and abundance
•  joined the Long Island Coyote Study 
Group to devise and perform research 
revolving around the eastern coyote’s 
range expansion into Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties (more info here: seatuck.org/
coyotes/ )

Wildlife Tech Program 
Update

In April, six of our graduating seniors 
presented their work at the Northeast 
Natural History Conference. Chloe Ng 
(Blind Brook HS) gave a lecture on her 
summation of 15 years of data from 
our long-term vegetation plots and 
what it means for the health of our for-
est and, specifically, as an assessment of 
our deer management program. 
Allison Lyubomirskaya (Irvington HS) 
spoke about her work examining the 
mycorrhizal community of the Gorge’s 
forest. Madeline Buehrer and Sydney 
Lonker (Pelham HS and White Plains 
HS) spoke about their work on 

New Parcel Added

Mianus River Gorge added three-plus 
acres of beautiful wooded slope that 
runs from Long Ridge Rd. down to the 
Mianus River. This parcel was slated for 
development, but we were able to reach 
an agreement with the owner to sell it to 
the Gorge. The river runs almost to the 
edge of the property and a house on this 
site would have been visible from the 
Preserve’s trails. Due to the steep slopes, 
construction would likely have caused 
significant sediment runoff into the 
river. We want to thank Mr. and Mrs. 
William Bedford for working with us 
and making it possible for MRG to add 
their land to the Mianus River Gorge 
Preserve.

•  is working with Teatown Lake Res-
ervation, Westchester County Parks, 
Blackrock Forest, and other members 
of the Environmental Monitoring and 
Management Alliance (EMMA) on a 
white paper on deer management strat-
egies and assessments for the eastern 
and southern NY region. 

Budd Veverka, Director of Land 
Management, (right) is
•  taking the lead in the New York 
State Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
as the Chapter’s president and sits on 
the steering committee of the Lower 
Hudson Partners in Invasive Species 
Management (LH PRISM)
•  the local black bear expert, he 
regularly gives talks on the ecology of 
black bears and how to coexist with 
these somewhat new neighbors. 

Rod Christie, Executive Director,
•  continues his work on the steering 
committee and land working group of 
the Hudson to Housatonic Regional 
Conservation Partnership  
•  joined the steering committee for 
“Planting Westchester,” a Westchester 
County program addressing restoration 

of riparian habitats, invasive species, and 
other watershed issues
•  is working with Bedford 2030 on car-
bon sequestration in wetland and forest-
ed habitats throughout Bedford, NY
 Lastly, if you are curious about the 
ecology of your own property, you can 
schedule a Wildlife and Habitat Consul-
tation. Our science staff will visit your 
property and answer questions or give 
advice on how to manage your land to 
reach a particular goal in an ecologically 
minded way. For more info visit: 
mianus.org/land-and-water-protection/
mrg-ecological-consulting/

Make a Gift of Stock
It’s easy! When you transfer ownership 
of securities to Mianus River Gorge, you 
may receive a charitable income tax 
deduction for their full market value.
 To donate stock, please talk to your 
broker and ask them to contact us at 
(914) 234-3455 for account details. 
Other ways to give:

Planned giving 
(join the Anable Society)*

Give through work or retirement 
(matching gift program)

Donate a vehicle

Make a gift in a loved one’s honor or 
memory

*Mianus River Gorge is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
organization and, like all charitable organizations, is pro-
hibited from giving financial, tax or legal advice, so please 
talk with an advisor about planned giving opportunities.

tional Fair over the summer. 
 All of these young women will be 
graduating this year and we are very 
proud of them. Congrats!
 We have also accepted three new 
students this year: Jana Shrestha 
(Edgemont HS), Holden Wills 
(Fox Lane HS), and Michael Desimone 
(Westlake HS). Jana and Holden will 
be helping MRG catalogue and analyze 
11 years of wildlife camera photos, 
while Michael will 
be examining treat-
ment strategies for 
Japanese stiltgrass, 
building on Krissy 
Reiss’ research.

Cont'd from page 1    Walking the preserve's 
trails reminds us of what a priceless 
resource this river watershed is. One that 
lies in the hands of its communities. Its 
health and viability rely on sound munici-
pal planning, community involvement, 
innovative engineering strategies, educa-
tion, and, of course, active land protec-
tion, which the Mianus River Gorge 
pursues, one priority parcel at a time.

Photo: acf.org
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Board Spotlight: Meet Kathryn Hoenig

Mianus River 
Gorge is grateful 
for the leadership 
and support of 
its Treasurer, 
Kathryn Hoenig.
 Kathryn has 
been a board 

member for five years, recently stepping 
into the role of Treasurer. She brings a 
wealth of experience from her professional 
career, community volunteer work, and 

from her participation on other boards.
 Kathryn’s contributions to the 
topic at hand are always thoughtful 
and forward-thinking. Her desire to 
help the Mianus River Gorge raise its 
profile in the community motivates 
staff and fellow board members to seek 
opportunities to share our important 
work more broadly.
 Two of Kathryn’s sons participat-
ed in MRG’s Research and Education 
program for high school students. 

Most recently, her son Will Maynard 
worked on a two-year regional black 
bear study conducted with partnering 
organizations in Westchester, Putnam 
and Fairfield Counties. He presented a 
research poster and spoke at the 2019 
Northeast Natural History Conference 
before heading off to college.
 Kathryn is a woman with a vision, 
and the Gorge is fortunate that she is 
willing to take on any challenge and 
help see it through.

Volunteers Making a Difference

up trash along the roadside bordering the 
Preserve. 
 Nick Psaras, a scout from Troop 73 in 
White Plains, also began his Eagle Scout 
Project at the Preserve on April 10. His 
objectives are to reconstruct the right side 
of the map shelter and to update the kiosk. 
Both structures will get new cedar shingles 
and paint, and the water pump will also get 
a facelift. Although a lot of work is done 
with the help of volunteers, there are 

additional costs for materials 
and staff time to lead these 
activities.
        Please consider placing a 
donation in the bright red 
donation box the next time 
you are at the Preserve or visit 
our web site for other ways to 
donate. Thank you for helping 
us keep the Preserves functional 
and beautiful for public use.

It takes a great deal of effort 
to maintain the Mianus 
River Gorge and Taylor 
Preserves and their trails for 
visitors. MRG staff does what 
it can, but the stewardship 
staff is small. That’s why it is 
so important to have volun-
teers to help, particularly 
early in the season when we 
are cleaning up from winter 
storms and strong winds. Prior to opening 
on April 1, four volunteers helped prepare 
the parking areas and trails for public use. 
They worked really hard and we truly 
appreciate their efforts.
 We also held a well-attended Volunteer 
Day on Saturday, April 10. Over 30 people, 
including neighbors and local scouts, 
worked on putting up fences around the 
parking lot, installing steps and waterbars 
on steep sections of the trail, and cleaning 


