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The mission of Mianus River Gorge, an independent, not-for-profit organization, is to preserve, protect and promote appreciation 
of the natural heritage of the Mianus River Watershed through land acquisition and conservation, 

scientific research, and public education throughout the region.
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page 4     Cause for Celebration!
Mianus River Gorge has long sought to acquire the former Todd Family lands 
adjacent to the main Preserve. In 1953, Jim Todd was one of the co-founders of the 
Mianus River Conservation Group. His land abutted the original 60 acres that were 
purchased from a development company to create what is now Mianus River Gorge 
Preserve, comprised of nearly 1,000 acres that will be protected forever.
 Many years later, these lands were approved for development, but thanks to the 
leadership of Mianus River Gorge Trustees, supporters and donors like you, it too 
will be protected forever.
 With leading gifts from trustees, foundations, and generous supporters, 
Mianus River Gorge was able to raise the full purchase price of $1.7 million. The 
Gorge purchased three parcels comprising 17.5 acres and will manage a conservation 
easement on a fourth parcel of 5.7 acres for a total of 23.2 acres added to the 
Preserve’s protected lands.
 The property was once a small farm and comprises pastures, a small lake, beauti-
ful woodlands, important wetlands, and an active amphibian-breeding vernal pool. 
We shudder to think of the damage a four lot sub-division with two long, shared 
driveways built off of Mianus River Rd. would have done to these fragile ecosystems.
 Mianus River Gorge purchased an 11-acre parcel, fondly known as High Tor, 
from the same owner in 2018. Also slated for development at the time, that purchase 
secured hikers’ enjoyment of the entire trail system, which for many years had 
crossed over private property.
 All told, MRG is now able to protect 45 acres of the Todd Family lands. 
Acquisition of this significant property advances efforts to preserve and protect the 
Mianus River Watershed for the benefit of the community and future generations.
Thank you for your generous support of this historic acquisition!
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Make a Gift of Stock
It’s easy!

When you transfer ownership of 
securities to Mianus River Gorge, 

you may receive a charitable income tax 
deduction for their full market value.

 To donate stock, please talk to 
your broker and ask them to contact us 
at (914) 234-3455 for account details. 

Other ways to give:

Planned giving 
(join the Anable Society)*

Give through work or retirement 
(matching gift program)

Donate a vehicle

Make a gift in a loved one’s honor 
or memory

*Mianus River Gorge is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
charitable organization and, like all charitable organi-
zations, is prohibited from giving financial, tax or legal 

advice, so please talk with an advisor about planned 
giving opportunities.

Photo: acf.org

Riparian Corridor Project

With the assistance of part-time staff, 
seasonal interns, and contractors, and 
thanks to a grant from NYS Dept. of 
Environmental Conservation / Land 
Trust Alliance, we made excellent 
progress on our riparian corridor resto-
ration in 2021. Riparian corridors are 
areas of land adjacent to rivers, streams, 
lakes, and ponds. These areas tend to 
be biologically diverse, protect water 
resources, and are important for 
wildlife movement.  
 To restore this site, we began 
removing all invasive plants, using a 
combination of chemical and mechani-
cal methods, from land within 10 
meters of each body of water within 
the project area. Sixteen different 
species of invasive plants were removed, 
including common species in the 

CISE Update

A special thank you to our five interns 
who helped us immensely over the 
summer: Lucas Andujar, Emily Bosch, 
Makenzie Boylan, Leah Cass, and 
Serena Feldman. After putting the 
College Internship in Suburban Ecol-
ogy on hold in 2020, we were eager to 
start it up again – and there was a lot of 

overdue work to do! The five interns 
worked on a variety of projects, 
including invasive species and forest 
mapping in the Preserve, monitoring 
wildlife in Westchester and NYC with 
camera traps, sampling hemlock woolly 
adelgid, and planting endangered 
American chestnuts in the Gorge. 

Gorge such as barberry, wine berry, 
and oriental bittersweet, and less 
common species like fig buttercup, 
common reed grass, and yellow iris. 
Native shrubs, seedlings, and herba-
ceous plant seeds were planted into 
some areas following invasive plant 
removals. This map shows the corridor 
areas treated (in orange) in 2021. 
Progress will continue this winter and 
spring in the Mianus River, Havemeyer 
Stream, and Piping Brook corridors.  

  Intern Leah Cass using a torch to eradicate 

invasive plants in the Gorge's riparian 

corridor, shown above in orange.
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New Partnership with  
SUNY Purchase

MRG began a partnership with Dr. Ste-
phen Harris of SUNY Purchase, whose 
students study a variety of species and 
systems in the broader field of ecological 
genetics. Briefly, the Harris lab performs 
lab and genetics work that MRG does not 
have the facilities or expertise for, while 
MRG provides a ‘natural laboratory’ and 
field support for the academics.
 Our first collaboration with 
Dr. Harris and his student Amelia 
Whitehurst is to use eDNA techniques 
to determine the pollinator species 
associated with our managed grass 
and wildflower meadows. “Amelia will 
extract pollinator DNA directly from 
wildflowers and sequence a species 
identifying fragments of DNA and then 
compare her results to a list of insects 
identified using more traditional ecolog-
ical techniques,” explained Dr. Harris. 
Recently, MRG performed a traditional 
pollinator survey where insects were 
physically trapped and identified mor-
phologically. If successful, the eDNA 
technique can be a faster, cost effective, 
and non-invasive way to monitor insect 
diversity over time. 
 “The Biology and Environmental 
Studies Departments are very excited to 
be working with the Mianus River 
Gorge team on regional biology and 
ecology projects. At Purchase College, 
every senior student is required to 
complete a yearlong research project and 
working with MRG allows us to expand 
the questions we ask from the local 
campus level to a more regional level 
that can be useful to a broader range of 
interested parties. We are fortunate to 
have a working DNA sequencing facility 
and MRG can provide a field site with 
countless questions,” Dr. Harris said.

In the Community 

Mianus River Gorge is the go-to 
source of information for scientific 
aspects of applied ecology, wildlife 
management, land protection, and 
forest conservation in Westchester and 
Fairfield Counties. Staff are regularly 
invited to share what they’ve learned 
with the broader community in a 
variety of formats.
 Rod Christie led a guided walk for 
members of the Bedford Garden Club 
to share updates on efforts to repopu-
late the Gorge with native wildflowers. 
He also gave a 
talk on the 
changes in our 
local forest to a 
community 
group at St. 
Mary’s Church.

 Chris Nagy’s talks on coyote 
ecology have extended their reach as 
Canis latrans has extended its habitat to 
Long Island. He spoke via Zoom to a 
large audience affiliated with Seatuck 
Environmental Association and 
contributes to the Long Island Coyote 
Study Group. 
 Budd Veverka gave a (virtual) talk 
on “Falcons Along the Hudson” and 
their nesting habits. We all seem to be 
fascinated by these charismatic birds of 
prey in our region.
 Finally, two of MRG’s student 
researchers presented their work at 
a meeting of the Lower Hudson 
Partnership for Regional Invasive 
Species Management (PRISM). 
MRG continues to be an active partner 

is this important organization.
Ecology of the Old Growth Forest Lecture led 

by Rod Christie, as part of Bedford Garden 

Club's Naturalist Series October 2, 2021



4 Mianus River Gorge – Fall 2021

MRG Consulting Services

MRG staff have a variety of areas of expertise and we often use these to help 
private landowners with their properties. From our simple “Wildlife and Habitat 
Consultations” to more complex biological inventorying and ecological manage-
ment planning, MRG offers a variety of services to landowners that want to know 
more about the trees, mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, aquatic life and other 
natural resources of their properties. We can survey very small properties or ones as 
large as several hundred acres in Westchester County, NY, or Fairfield County, CT. 
For more information about this consulting service or to see examples of our 
projects, please visit our website, mianus.org, or call 914-234-3455.  

Meet Gerardo Mendez

MRG is delighted 
to welcome our 
newest Board of 
Trustees member, 
Gerardo Mendez. 
Gerardo and his 
wife, Melissa, 
moved to 

Bedford from New York City in 2014, 
and have since added two children to 
the mix. 
 Admittedly, Gerardo doesn’t have 

Thank You for Joining Us 

Mianus River Gorge concluded its 2021 
Calendar of Events with an up-close 
look at Piping Brook, a contributing 
tributary to the Mianus River, and 
the habitats that comprise the riparian 
corridor. Over the course of the season, 
participants learned about the nighttime 
creatures that inhabit the Gorge; identi-
fied an array of warblers; can tell a red 
oak from a white oak from a black oak; 
and so much more. The walks were led 
by the Gorge’s crackerjack team of wild-
life biologists who enjoy sharing their 
wealth of knowledge and expertise on a 
variety of ecological topics. Walks are 
free and open to all visitors. 
 The 2022 Events Calendar will be 
available on our web site, mianus.org, 
in February.

much free time with a busy young 
family, but he does enjoy native garden-
ing, photography, and reading science 
fiction when he’s not chauffeuring his 
kids to birthday parties or sampling his 
wife’s delicious baked goods.
 While Gerardo’s professional career 
is in the pharmaceutical world of devel-
oping and manufacturing prescription 
dermatological products, his inclination 
toward all things nature goes back a 
long way. He has a deep-rooted respect 
for nature and is truly a naturalist at 
heart.

 Gerardo was drawn to Mianus 
River Gorge as one of the few 
unspoiled downstate areas of NY, a 
true asset available to all of us and our 
shared obligation to protect. He was 
impressed by the Gorge’s primary 
research, and the strong team of staff 
and trustees who help steer its mission. 
 Gerardo is keen to help amplify 
the importance of eliminating invasive 
species detrimental to the natural 
landscape and show people the positive 
impact of their own land stewardship 
efforts. Welcome!

BOARD SPOTLIGHT 


