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Mission critical

We are the only veterans 
non-profit that bridges military-civilian 
gaps using purposeful storytelling to 
achieve relevance in life and business…

…because nobody else is coming, and we 
need the wisdom of veterans here at 
home, now, more than ever.
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Letter from our founders
As tough as 2021 was on you and me, the 800,000 veterans of the 20-year Afghan War and their families faced 
immense challenges. In the shadow of the collapse of Afghanistan, so many of our veterans were left wondering if 
the American people even knew or cared about their sacrifice to our nation. When we connect through story we are 
transported into the sacrifice and service of our warrior community in a way that is extremely healing and 
validating. 

When the 2020 pandemic conspired to keep our play Last Out: Elegy of a Green Beret off the road, we decided it 
was imperative to bring the Last Out story to the audience in other ways. In early 2021, The Heroes Journey 
immediately made a 180-degree pivot and invested all efforts in the creation of a digital production of Last Out. 

Filming of Last Out began in February 2021 and production continued through spring and summer with funding 
raised through a 100% grassroots word-of-mouth campaign. We offered Last Out to viewers across the country over 
Memorial Day weekend and again between Veterans Day and mid-December to honor the service of our veterans 
and military family members, Gold Star families, and to civilians to help them connect to the story itself. 

With the chaos of the August withdrawal of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, we diverted our resources to fundraising for 
other nonprofits that were helping evacuate our Afghan partners and U.S citizens trapped in Afghanistan, as well as 
responding to our veterans who were experiencing immense trauma during this event and feeling like their service 
was meaningless.

As we move into 2022, The Heroes Journey will open the Better Ground Veterans Performing Arts Center to help 
warriors each find their voice and tell their own story as they transition from military mission and become more 
relevant and relatable at work and in their communities and home. 

Thank you for the critical role you play in our efforts to lift up our country’s most valuable asset, our military.  As we 
continue on our journey to a stronger community, we are honored that you have chosen to join us as a partner, 
supporter and friend. If ever there was a time for us to step up and lead, it is now. And that is exactly what we are 
doing, together.

LTC (Ret.) Scott Mann Monty Mann
Green Beret The Heroes Journey; Co-founder
The Heroes Journey; President and Co-founder
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2021 at a glance 
The Heroes Journey is reconnecting warriors and civilians at a community level for a better America

• Through a constant stream of media that included short stories 
and videos, direct-to-camera hits, television, podcast, and radio 
interviews, content on our social media platforms reached almost 4 
million people, including 248,000 as we approached the 20-year 
anniversary of 9-11. 

• 21,000 people viewed our videos as, in the weeks following the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, our Heroes Journey warrior 
storytellers created content to inform civilians on the cost of war 
and to honor and validate the service of the 800,000 veterans of the 
Afghan War and their Afghan allies, as well as those from all other 
conflicts. 

• We used, and will continue to use, Last Out as a strategic 
communication tool to help heal veterans who have been 
traumatized by the withdrawal from Afghanistan and to inform 
civilians on what “Honor the Promise” really means. 

• In 2021, Last Out was viewed by over 60,000 people.

www.theheroesjourney.org 04



Warriors telling their 
story in transition
Every year, 200,000 veterans transition from 
military service to civilian life. It’s a 
challenging time that often results in loss of 
identity and changes so significant it seems 
like the veteran is changing planets. 

We are on a mission to change that.

The Heroes Journey helps warriors find their 
voice and tell their story to gain an edge in 
the transition from military mission to 
civilian life.
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Our Programs
Storytelling is how we heal, how we validate, how we inform, and 
how we reconnect.

It’s probably safe to say that most Americans were overwhelmed by the 
images of the chaos in Afghanistan caused by the withdrawal of 
American troops from that country. The images coming across the 
screen and the pain in the eyes of veterans of all eras and our Gold Star 
families was almost unbearable to see after all they've sacrificed in 
Afghanistan. 

Our military families and veterans represent a tremendous leadership 
asset for the nation and their ability to find their voice and tell their story 
is the key to overcoming transition hurdles from military service, getting 
them back into the game in the civilian arena, and leading us here at 
home. 

As our Vietnam veterans continue their journey home, and as the guns 
go silent after the post 9-11, 20-year Forever War, many new challenges 
emerged in 2021 that required unprecedented outreach to help heal our 
warriors, to validate their service, and to help them bridge the military-
civilian gap. 
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The play Last Out: Elegy of a Green Beret was written to validate the journey of 
our military veterans and their families while building genuine and well-
informed understanding in the communities where they live. Last Out, written 
by a 23-year military veteran, is the gut-wrenching story of a warrior fighting 
battles that range from tribal Afghanistan to his own living room. Last Out is 
told in a voice that’s never been heard – the voice of the military men and 
women and families who lived it. Last Out: Elegy of Green Beret toured the 
U.S. from 2018 to 2020 and provided a platform that allowed us to touch 
thousands of veterans on a national scale.

In 2020 COVID grounded Last Out’s national tour and we were unable to share 
the message with the warriors who needed it the most during the pandemic. 
With the social distancing required to battle the virus leaving veterans feeling 
isolated and cut off from their support systems, we knew we needed to find 
another way to tell the Last Out story. The Heroes Journey immediately 
pivoted toward the creation of a digital production of Last Out.

Last Out
The most realistic stage presentation brought to film about the true cost of war, 
performed by the warriors who lived it. 
“As a Gold Star mom, I want every American to watch this film. However, be advised, this is not an easy film to watch. This is raw, gut 
wrenchingly painful to sit through. After watching Last Out, everyone who sits through it will be permanently changed. As we should be. War 
changes us. Our country was in a war for 20 years and many of our citizens didn’t even remember we were still there! We owe it to every 
single man and woman who has been in, is in now, or is planning to enter our country's military service, the time it takes to watch this film. 
And we owe it to their families. We owe them some semblance of understanding of what that service demands from them.”      

- Holly Higgins, loving mom to SRA Daniel J. Johnson -
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Last Out in 2021
Last Out is a strategic communication tool that helps heal veterans who 
have been traumatized by the withdrawal from Afghanistan and informs 
civilians on what Honor the Promise really means.

The film Last Out is a tool that is both valuable and timeless, and that 
will impact veterans, their families, and civilians across the United States. 

Objectives for Last Out, the film, include:
• Preserving an oral rendering of the longest war in American history
• Helping warriors heal the wounds of war through storytelling
• Validating the journey of those who fought the Afghan War
• Informing citizens on the cost of modern war
• Reconnecting warriors to their purpose

“Scott Mann (LAST OUT playwright and actor, Lt Col (retired)) is remarkable for his 
courage to create these words and images for us who don't comprehend the depths of 
experience in war, and for those who know all too well. Profound, painfully beautiful 
and necessary.”
- Military family member -
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The Heroes Journey Storytelling Workshops
Heroes journey storytelling workshops are essential to reconnecting 

transitioning veterans with their new life and purpose beyond the military. 

And in this time of chaos, more than ever before, we need the wisdom of 

veterans here at home.

Participants learn to create the strategic impact that you were born to have in 

the world as a veteran or a military family member.  That is particularly as you

transition out of the military into the civilian world. How do you create that kind of impact that you want to have after your time 

in the military is complete?

“It’s crucial to be able to tell your story to set yourself apart from the pack after you 

transition out. Civilians and the private sector will remember you more for your story than 

the piece of paper that outlines you that lands on their desk.”

- Phil Randazzo, Founder of American Dream U. -
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“Led by Lt. Col (Ret.) Scott Mann, this is a must attend workshop for all transitioning veterans. Warriors will learn from the best storytellers and narrative 
coaches in America. Begin to heal your trauma and tell the stories that powerfully communicate your potential contributions to family, employers, 

investors, and community leaders.”
- Heroes Journey storytelling workshop participant -

The Generosity of Scars
Veterans and military family members 
complete the narrative of their hero's 
journey and heal through the 
resolution that it brings. Participants 
build their story, practice telling it, and 
then share it, all in a safe environment. 

Narrative Competence
Warriors learn to leverage the science 
and art of narrative and associated 
inter-personal skills to influence and 
meet their goals in high stakes 
situations across the military - civilian 
divide. 

Taking the Mic
Participants select a story from their 
lives that speaks to a meaning-
speaking, emotional, and social  
audience. Activities help participants 
shape their stories into powerful 
narratives, culminating with 
participants sharing their personal 
stories from the stage.

The
Heroes

Journey

Storytelling
Workshops
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The Heroes Journey 
Virtual Storytelling 

Course
BETTER GROUND TOOLKIT FOR WARRIORS IN TRANSITION
The Heroes Journey 3-step approach is designed to help Warriors cultivate their 
two greatest assets: their VOICE and their STORY.  Warriors who are confident 
leading with their story in job interviews, during a business start up, or at their job 
are using their most valuable asset. At the same time, they are healing wounds of 
war and connecting to their loved ones.

FIND YOUR VOICE
Warriors find their voice by reading Mission America: Straight Talk About Military 
Transition. A copy is sent to veterans at no cost when they begin the course.

CRAFT YOUR STORY
Through educational videos and tasks, Warriors craft their story.  As soon as they 
register, participants can jump in and get to work right away.

TELL YOUR STORY
Participants use our private Facebook Team Room to begin telling their stories to 
fellow veterans on the same transition journey
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Our Mission America, Mommy Keeps Us Free, and Daddy Keeps Us 

Free books were written to help veterans and their families beat the 

pitfalls associated with transition. 

Many veterans say that transition to civilian life is the biggest obstacle 

they’ve ever faced, with emotional, relational and financial challenges 

they could never have imagined. 

Mission America: Straight Talk about Military Transition is a no B.S. 

look at the realities of military transition and an eye-opening 

perspective to help soldiers transition to civilian life with success and 

honor, in a manner befitting their sacrifice and service.

Books on transition

“Great work - hats off to Scott Mann for an extremely cogent and powerful piece of work and 
guidebook for veterans managing their transition. As a Marine Officer who struggled 20 years ago+, I wish 

I had this book and tool to guide me in my process. A must read for anyone navigating their own transition out 
of the military and a great source of insight and knowledge into "the veteran mindset" for those in the civilian 
world looking to better understand this community.”

- Gregory Parsons, CEO Semper Capital -
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A look ahead to 2022

Better Ground 
Veterans Performing Arts Center
Every veteran’s story leads to better ground

In this time of low trust and moral injury, there is an immediate need for 
The Heroes Journey to find our new home to create a safe space for our 
warriors. We need to get our storytelling programs up and running to help 
veterans who have been retraumatized find their voice and tell their 
stories to begin healing the moral injuries caused by our country’s failure 
to honor the promise that was made to the Afghan people.

The Heroes Journey has leased space from Stage Works theater that will 
allow us to deliver our storytelling workshops, narrative competence 
seminars, and performance programs beginning immediately in 2022. 

“The arts matter to the recovery of injured and transitioning veterans, and they are also essential to 
helping build health and resiliency among the larger circle of family and caregivers who share their lives. 
The arts today are there as a partner, as a support system, as a friend to the military—as they have been 

since the beginning of our great nation.”
Robert L. Lynch, President & CEO, Americans for the Artswww.theheroesjourney.org 13



The Heroes Journey
10127 Albyar Avenue
Riverview, FL    33578

910-578-8626
www.theheroesjourney.org

EIN 36-4701518
For more information, contact Kim Seevers
kim@theheroesjourney.org 518-429-8038

"Stories are for those late hours in the 
night when you can't remember how you 
got from where you were to where you 

are. Stories are for eternity, when memory 
is erased, when there is nothing to 

remember except the story.”
- Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried -

mailto:kim@theheroesjourney.org

