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FROM THE BNN CHAIR
(2019-2020)

Froyla Tzalam

My time as the Chair of BNN from 2017 to 2020 is a time for resolutions
and reflections and juxtaposed against the global pandemic, it also
seems the right moment to reflect on where we are as civil society.

I had no aspiration to be the Chair during the initial meetings of our
network and was surprised at how it happened.  As so much of life,
events can be hard to predict but if one is to make use of serendipity,
then we must be ready for what comes our way.  I feel that we were able
to do much because our everyday job forces us on how to do better with
the little that we have. Belize will never have enough money or enough
people or enough time to ensure that we are the best we can be for
ourselves, our communities and our planet. 

We all stepped up as members to engage with one another - Belize
Audubon Society's conference room became our de facto headquarters.
We all gave our time to talk and plan and do.  We had members step in
saying, “let me help the organization”.  I was happy to have been part of
that energy. 

Saying our goodbyes as Steering Committee members recently was an
emotional time for me. I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the
people who were in the team.  I am proud of what we achieved.  Despite
having a Secretariat that is virtual, we managed to institutionalize with
transparency and accountability some of the key tools to continue our
work particularly on how we make decisions; no matter the size of the
organization, we follow the principle of one vote-one member.
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FROM THE BNN CHAIR 

Froyla Tzalam  ... continued from page 1

I congratulate Senator Osmany Salas on a further tenure. His boundless
energy and vision will continue to support the work of the network and I
am looking forward to hearing great things. I also extend  a warm 
 welcome to Andre Carillo. He is no stranger to the Steering Committee
team nor to the BNN as he was our representative at the Covid-19
National Oversight Committee. With these two leaders committing to
work together, I am confident of BNN going from strength to strength
both internally and by collaborating with like-minded organisations. 

The challenges remain: corruption continues to be our Achilles heel. We
also have to pace ourselves as  behavioural change is generational. We
should not be disheartened but use experience to do better. Innovation is
a key value in this process. Climate change is an existential issue and we
will lose our coast to rising waters and more for Belize is vulnerable to
easy money.  As has often proved to be the case, the most vulnerable
people to disasters are the poorest and marginalized. As members of
civil society, we have a duty to protect our people and one of the best
ways to do so is always to plan ahead; to act local but think global.  

Thank you all for your hard work and vision during my tenure. A new
chapter in BNN’s book has started and the pages are already filling.  

 B’otik.

FROM THE NGO SENATOR
Osmany Salas

Eleven Senate meetings were held in 2020, including the Ceremonial
Opening of the National Assembly on 11 December 2020.

I attended all of the Senate meetings with the exception of the 28 April
2020 meeting. Due to restrictions related to the Covid-19 pandemic,
Senator Elena Smith from the National Trade Union Congress of Belize
represented the Social Partner Senators at the 28 April Senate meeting.
The sole matter at this meeting was to extend the period of public
emergency in the country of Belize for a period of two months. A
Proclamation made by the Governor General on 1 April 2020, by
Statutory Instrument No. 45 of 2020, declared that a state of public
emergency exists in the entire country of Belize a period not exceeding
one month. Any extension, not exceeding twelve months, needs to be
determined by resolution passed by the National Assembly, hence the
Senate meeting on 28 April.

Following is a list of Bills and Motions tabled and approved in 2020:

Powers of the Senate:

TO ALL OUR FRONTLINETO ALL OUR FRONTLINETO ALL OUR FRONTLINE
HEROES: THANK YOU! WEHEROES: THANK YOU! WEHEROES: THANK YOU! WE

WILL FOREVER BE IN YOURWILL FOREVER BE IN YOURWILL FOREVER BE IN YOUR
DEBT.DEBT.DEBT.

   
   

WE CAN ALL HELP BY ABIDINGWE CAN ALL HELP BY ABIDINGWE CAN ALL HELP BY ABIDING
WITH THE HEALTH AND SAFETYWITH THE HEALTH AND SAFETYWITH THE HEALTH AND SAFETY

RULES, INCLUDING: WEAR YOURRULES, INCLUDING: WEAR YOURRULES, INCLUDING: WEAR YOUR
FACEMASKS, MAINTAIN 6-FEETFACEMASKS, MAINTAIN 6-FEETFACEMASKS, MAINTAIN 6-FEET
DISTANCE FROM OTHERS, ANDDISTANCE FROM OTHERS, ANDDISTANCE FROM OTHERS, AND

SANITIZE OR WASH YOUR HANDSSANITIZE OR WASH YOUR HANDSSANITIZE OR WASH YOUR HANDS
REGULARLY. ALSO, STAY AT HOMEREGULARLY. ALSO, STAY AT HOMEREGULARLY. ALSO, STAY AT HOME

IF YOU ARE INFECTED ORIF YOU ARE INFECTED ORIF YOU ARE INFECTED OR
SUSPECTED TO BE INFECTED WITHSUSPECTED TO BE INFECTED WITHSUSPECTED TO BE INFECTED WITH

SARS-COV-2.SARS-COV-2.SARS-COV-2.
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BNN's National
Recovery Strategy
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a social and
economic crisis that has had a major impact on Belize.
An undesirable poverty situation has been made worse
by a significant overnight increase in unemployment. A
major sector of the economy has been hit hard and
brought to a standstill. Government finances have also
collapsed yet there is an increased need for public
response and intervention to address both the
pandemic and its effects. 

Notwithstanding this new reality, the Belize Network of
NGOs (BNN) sees this time as an opportunity to
repurpose our way of doing business. We cannot go
back to business as usual. This crisis compels us to
create new opportunities. Recognizing a gap in a
comprehensive national response, a BNN Working
Group held an economic recovery forum to discuss the
challenges being faced and propose solutions and
recommendations from their vantage point. The
Working Group consisted of representatives of several
BNN member agencies, as well as experts who were
invited to serve as advisors.

Completed in June 2020, the resulting National
Recovery Strategy from the BNN aims to leverage this
moment. The high degree of vulnerability of Belize has
been exposed but this is an opportunity to create a
more resilient Belize. Any recovery post-COVID must
address multiple and critical aspects of national life.
This Strategy therefore presents recommendations
along several themes that are central to the economy
and society and its recovery.

The National Recovery Strategy can be accessed at the
link below:

http://www.belizengos.org/ngo-resources/

NEWLY REGISTERED NGOS

Osmany Salas

VISION – BAP is a proactive professional
planning organization committed to assuring
social justice and promoting sustainability in

the natural and built environment.
 

MISSION – To address relevant planning and
development issues in Belize by working in

partnership with the public and private
sector and civil society organizations, and

the people of Belize through research,
education, advocacy and action.

Help rescue, rehabilitate, and re-home
strays while advocating for animal rights.

Our aim is to stabilize the free-roaming pet
population and promote proper pet

ownership.

 PETAL’s aim, like its name stipulates, is
to empower women – particularly
lesbian and bisexual women – by

increasing their knowledge of a wide
cross section of issues that impact

them, directly or indirectly.

 Faith in Action is an organization
that exists to encourage youth to get
up and use their talents for the good

of the community.
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COMMITTEES

COVID-19 National Oversight Committee and National
Implementation (Operational) Committee

 
Belize 11th European Development (EDF) Health Support

Programme Project Steering Committee
 

Enhanced Country Poverty Assessment National Assessment
Team

 
National Council for Education 

 
National Environmental Appraisal Committee  

 
National Gender-Based Violence Action Plan Committee

 
REDD+ Readiness Preparedness Project Technical Experts Group 

 
National Sargassum Task Force 

 
Belize Social Investment Fund  

 
UB Board of Trustees

 
UNCAC Project Board

List of  Committees with BNN representation:
JOINT DECLARATION FOR
REFORM
The following Joint Declaration was signed by the BCCI, the
NTUCB and the Belize Network of NGOs on 25 September 2020
at the Belize Audubon Society Conference Room, Belize City.

BNN SEEKS TO PROMOTE GOOD GOVERNANCE IN
BELIZE THROUGH ADVOCACY, OPEN AND EFFECTIVE

COMMUNICATION, AND MEANINGFUL AND ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION IN REFORMING OUR SYSTEM OF

GOVERNANCE.

BNN IS THE UNIFIED VOICE OF NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN BELIZE

ADVOCATING GOOD GOVERNANCE FOR
SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.

Our 
MISSION 

Our 
VISION
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Osmany Salas

SENATOR ELECTIONS
The election for the Senator representing the Belize Network of
NGOs (BNN) was held on Wednesday, 25 November 2020, at Belize
Audubon Society’s Conference Room in Belize City.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the election took place virtually.
BNN's Steering Committee, an independent election auditor and
the two candidates, Dr. Sharmayne Saunders (nominated by
Haven House) and Mr. Osmany Salas, (nominated by BTIA), were
present to oversee the process.

Twenty-five non-governmental organizations in Good Standing
cast their votes at noon and Mr. Osmany Salas emerged with the
highest number of votes. Mr. Salas’ name was then forwarded to
the Governor General for appointment.

The NGO community looks forward to delivering on its twin goals
of good governance and speaking with one voice on the myriad of
development issues facing our country and its Senator will
contribute to the robust discussion in Parliament.

This is the second time an election was held for the NGO Senator.

Left: Senator nominees: Osmany
Salas (L) and Dr. Sharmayne

Saunders (R).

Right: Senator-elect Osmany
Salas signing BNN letter of

commitment.
 
 

Below: Senator-elect Osmany
Salas with BNN Steering

Committee members (Secretary
Amanda Acosta, Chair Froyla

Tzalam and Treasurer Armando
Aban.

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT
Executive Summary (December 2020)

The strategic alignment  process in which the BNN  has engaged in
is a critical  activity in its nascent stage of  growth. The process in
the  first instance attempts to re-align BNN’s goals and objectives
to the current realities and to maintain a critical level of relevance
within the strategic planning process.

While this first attempt is at its basic level, the strategic alignment
process is a complex process of alignment of all the components
that contribute to the success of the organization. The three
strategy areas include the corporate, business, and functional
areas.

As BNN continues to grow, it will need to realign itself to the other
critical areas necessary for an optimized level of efficiency which
includes the following:

In the first three years of its existence, BNN was at level 1.
Presently it is at level 2 with its communications level upgraded via
the recent website relaunch and the ubiquitous use of Zoom for
membership participation; both the competencies and skills are
stable with a temporary Administrative Assistant but needs to be
formally structured within the institutional growth strategy.

While its governance is driven by a volunteer team of highly
committed individuals, this needs to be translated to its
membership base by strengthening its partnership through the
formalizing of the membership obligations and code of conduct.

Furthermore, the joint declaration between the National Trade
Union Congress of Belize (NTUCB), the Belize Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (BCCI) and the Belize Network of NGOs on
meaningful governance and political reform reflect the
commitment to good governance and externally driven
partnerships. Finally, the scope and architecture of BNN will be
determined within the context of the results of the General Election
and the leveling off from the pandemic as Belize addresses the new
normal.

This strategic alignment process at the close of 2020 is timely as
the dynamics of the external environment which include a pandemic
and looming elections are game changers for the traditional status
quo.

In addition, the passing of the cybercrime bill in Belize provides a
new approach to communications that has over time eroded due to
the pervasiveness of fake news and the absence of emotional
control.

While the past three years has been the kindergarten for BNN, the
next three will be another jump in its growth as a second Senator
takes the helm of the “NGO Senator-ship”, and institutional
strengthening and growth of the existing and new members to
widen the voice of the voiceless who through NGOs are able to
speak.

8

February 2021                                                                                                                              Issue#4



[15 January 2020] The Belize Association of Planners (BAP),
Research Triangle International (RTI) and Belize Network of

NGOs announce their collaboration.
 

[20 February 2020] Senator Salas speaks about the status of
UNCAC implementation in Belize at the NTUCB Demonstration

and Rally “ Only the People can Save the People”.
 

[25 February 2020] Senator Osmany Salas and Carolyn Trench
Sandiford (BAP) at Open Your Eyes talking about

recommendations for improving the political system and
empowering Belizeans to participate in the governance

process.

[14 March 2020] Andre Carrillo, Executive Director (BERT), was
selected to serve on the COVID-19 National Oversight

Committee. and Ms. Ivorine Bulwer (Executive Director,
HelpAge) on the Covid-19 National Implementation

(Operational) Committee.

[12 May 2020]  BNN held its first online membership meeting
on the following topic: “The Conversation Starter: Where are

we in the Covid-19 crisis and what are the next steps?”

[22 December 2020]  The Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) and
the Belize Chamber of Commerce & Industry (BCCI) teamed up

to provide lunch to the shift personnel at the Karl Heusner
Memorial Hospital (KHMH).

[8 June 2020] A Working Group of the BNN held its first
planning meeting to work towards preparing BNN's National

Recovery Strategy.

[25 September  2020]  
The Presidents /

Chairs of the NTUCB,
BNN and BCCI
signed a Joint

Declaration for
Reform of Essential

Oversight
Mechanisms geared
toward improving

the democratic
governance of

Belize.

GENERAL NEWS
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Monday, 25 May 2020
 

It is with deep sadness that the Belize Network of NGOs announces the passing of passionate environmental advocate, Dr. Candy
Gonzalez. As an attorney and advocate, Dr. Gonzalez was a force to be reckoned with. Her colleagues in Belize and abroad will always

remember Candy as a driving presence of a number of organizations including the Belize Institute of Environmental Law and Policy
(BELPO), the Coalition to Save Our Natural Heritage, and the Belize Alliance of Conservation NGOs (BACONGO). Candy's dedication

and relentless work has helped to conserve the health and integrity of Belize’s natural resources for generations to come. 
 

A few notes of condolences from BNN members:
 

"A life story full of fight and passion. May her soul Rest In Peace. Continued prayers to her beloved husband George and her family. ❤ ❤ ❤ " --
Janelle Chanona, Oceana Belize

 
"Condolences . May she Rest In Peace." -- Deanna Gomez, YWCA - Belize

 
"Rest In Peace Candy. I pray for her family's strength and peace during this difficult time." -- Arreini Palacio, Southern Environmental Association

 
"She will be missed. She made me read EIA reports on the Dam and drilled me on it." -- Nefretery Nancy Marin, Nancy Marin Youth Foundation.

 
"I remember her as a passionate conservationist who surely did her fair share in Belize. May she Rest In Peace." -- Celia Mahung, Toledo Institute

for Development and Environment
 

"Sincerest condolences to her family, friends and colleagues.   I had the distinct privilege to interact with her thru BNN.  We were looking forward to
meeting in person after COVID-19.  May her soul rest in peace." -- Sharmayne Saunders, Haven House Belize

 
"Sincere condolences. She will always be remembered for her passion towards conservation. She will be missed." -- Christina Garcia, Ya'axché

Conservation Trust
 

"Prayerful Sharings for a rest, full of God's grace, merciful kindness and infinite rewards.  Eternal rest grant unto her, and may perpetual light shine
upon her. ���� � ✝ " -- Abel Vargas, Hand In Hand Belize

 
"I am sad.  Belize has lost a warrior! She had a vision beyond today's. Rest in peace  Candy. Condolences to George and family." -- Froyla Tzalam,

Sarstoon Temash Institute for Indigenous Management
 

"Candy was a leader and a wonderful advocate for environmental justice. She left us far too early and my thoughts are with you, George." -- Craig
Hayes, Turneffe Atoll Trust

 
"Condolences to her family. May her soul RIP and rise in Glory. She will be sadly missed but her memory and what she stood for will live on." --

Sandra Miranda, National Garifuna Council
 

"Condolences. May she rest in peace." -- Valdemar Andrade, Turneffe Atoll Sustainability Association
 

"Really sad news. Candy was a giant in environmental conservation and advocacy and she should always be remembered that way." -- Osmany
Salas, BNN

 
"Thanks for this brief eulogy of Dr Candy Gonzalez. May her soul rest in peace." -- Evan George Dakers, HelpAge Belize
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PRESS RELEASES:
15 January 2020

Collaboration with Belize Association of
Planners (BAP) and Research Triangle Institute
(RTI International) and Belize Network of
NGO's 

 Lead the facilitation of a National Forum for Registered

NGOs not registered in accordance with the NGO Act, and

identified in consultation with BAP, to: 1) Discuss and build

consensus on increasing the number of registered NGOs

who are in good standing; 2) Use BNN’s platform to

encourage active participation in the NGO Act review

process to ensure inclusivity;  3) Use BNN’s platform to

encourage the registration of civil         society organizations

as NGOs;

 Encourage/promote the participation of registered NGOs

in the annual Governance Accountability Summits to be

hosted by the BAP and RTI; and

 Use BNN’s platform for the hosting and managing of a

directory of registered non-governmental organizations

and their contact information.   ###

The Belize Association of Planners (BAP) and Research Triangle

International (RTI) are pleased to announce the award of micro-
grants of $5,000.00 USD each to two (2) civil society

organizations (CSOs) for short-term (6 month) projects designed

to improve government accountability through the incorporation

of secondary data sources into a quantitative analysis with

policy recommendations.

The two awardees are (1) The Belize Assembly for Persons Living

with Diverse Ability (BAPDA) to fund a project focused on

Institutional Strengthening, Advocacy and Governance and (2),
EmergentCorp, to fund research and data collection into the

Push-Pull Factors Influencing Women in Governance. They were

selected from eleven applications.

BAP and RTI are also pleased to announce a collaboration with

the Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) to provide $27,000.00 USD to

fund an exercise to strengthen the role of civil society in

governance accountability.

The awards to BAPDA and EmergentCorp and the collaboration

with BNN are made possible through a project funded by the

United States Embassy, CARSI Grant titled "Improving the Data

Ecosystem for Governance Decision making in Belize", the goal of

which is to "Build capacity among Belizean civil society

organizations and civil society actors to promote enhanced

governance accountability."
------------------------------
BNN Note:

As part of the collaboration with BAP and RTI, BNN has agreed

to:

    

Osmany Salas

13 February 2020

TIME TO FOLLOW THE MONEY

BNN calls on GOB to introduce campaign
financing legislation immediately

IIn the context of this week’s political fallout in the wake of

testimony given in Utah courtrooms, the Belize Network of NGOs

(BNN) calls on the Government of Belize to take all necessary steps

to immediately introduce campaign finance legislation to set out

transparency and parameters on how funds are provided to

political parties and candidates vying for public office. 

We believe the new campaign finance laws should include limits on

the size of contributions to political parties and political

candidates, require that all campaign contributions be declared,
that spending in elections be regulated, and that election expenses

be made publicly available and subject to limits for candidates and

registered political parties, among other provisions. We urge the

Government to introduce such campaign finance legislation

before the passage of the budget for the new fiscal year.

Like many Belizeans, the BNN has closely followed the

developments that have taken place over the past few days in

relation to the Salt Lake City, Utah, trial of accused fraudster Lev

Dermen. Evidence from the Utah trial, supported by text

messages produced as evidence, have reportedly incriminated a

senior Minister of Government, the Hon. John Saldivar. We note

that Saldivar has since resigned as Party Leader-Elect of the

United Democratic Party and that Prime Minister Dean Barrow

has “indefinitely suspended” him from his duties as Minister of

National Security. The BNN demands to know if this means that the

Hon. Saldivar remains as the substantive Minister of that portfolio,
and if he is still receiving full salary and benefits afforded to that

post from taxpayer funds.

 We urge the Prime Minister to remove the Hon. Saldivar from

Cabinet and order that the Financial Intelligence Unit immediately

investigate all the allegations involving Hon. Saldivar and any other

politicians who have been implicated in the receipt of Dermen

funds.

Unregulated and unsanctioned campaign contributions threaten

our national interest. Such contributions influence Belize’s local

politics, damage our international reputation, and threaten our

economic stability. The BNN asserts that the time is now to

establish a system to regulate campaign contributions.   ###

To get your copy of the Belize Network
of NGOs' Strategic Plan please click on 

 the link below or copy and paste on
your browser:

 
http://www.belizengos.org/ngo-

resources/
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28 February 2020

BNN STANDS IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE FAMILIES
OF THE LOST BDF AIRMEN

NGOs call for national day of prayer and
mourning to honour their service to Belize

The Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) joins the entire country in

mourning the four BDF airmen lost in the tragic U1H1 helicopter

accident in the Belize District.

The BNN calls for a national day of prayer and mourning to honour

the service of pilots Major Adran Ramirez and Major Radford

Baizar and crew members Corporal Yassir Mendez and Corporal

Reinaldo Choco to Belize.

To help to give the families closure in the aftermath of this

tragedy, the BNN also calls on the relevant authorities to conduct

an intensive investigation to determine the cause(s) of the

accident.

Our thoughts and prayers remain with the families of the lost souls

during this time of tragedy. ###

Osmany Salas

Osmany Salas

25 March 2020

BNN FULLY COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING THE
NATIONAL RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Like the rest of the nation, the non-governmental (NGO)
community is fully committed to tangibly supporting the national

response to Covid-19. This support is already happening in multiple

ways, for example:

1) The Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) is represented at the highest

level of Covid-19 response efforts: a) Mr. Andre Carrillo from

BERT Belize represents us on the National Oversight Committee,
which is co-chaired by the Prime Minister and the Leader of the

Opposition; and b) Matron Ivorine Bulwer from HelpAge Belize

represents us at the National Implementation Task Force.

2) Many NGOs are already contributing in various ways -- e.g.,
donating medical supplies (including gloves), cash donations,
advising the general population to adhere to the notices from the

authorities, etc.

3) Members of the Belize Tourism Industry Association and the

Belize Hotel Association, as well as other NGOs, have proposed to

offer accommodations as potential quarantine centers or as

quarters for front-line healthcare providers.

4) BFLA NHI clinic staff are serving as front-line service providers,
while BERT continues to provide emergency ambulance services.
Other NGOs -- such as HelpAge, BCVI and others too numerous to

mention -- also serve vulnerable populations in various selfless

ways.

5) Several NGOs are preparing to launch projects in tandem with

the national response to Covid-19.

The NGO membership are not for-profit organizations. Contrary

to the opinion of some, NGOs are not rolling in millions. But the

passionate dedication of our members has, and will continue to

ensure, that donations (in cash or in-kind) continue to be

contributed to Belize. 

All our members have committed to supporting our fellow

Belizeans during this crisis, especially in terms of food sovereignty

and security. While the majority of our organizations are not

disaster relief agents, requests for grant project amendments,
with the goal of increasing community resiliency, are already in

process.

We call on all civic leaders to exercise their civic responsibility and

refrain from creating further panic, dissent and confusion.
Everyone everywhere in the world is in the same boat. We can set

ourselves apart by showing the world that we are responsible

leaders and that we are being proactive in the management of our

resources. By showing that we are helping ourselves, others will

continue to help us. ###

14 March 2020

COVID-19 NATIONAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
Andre Carrillo, Executive Director of the Belize Emergency

Response Team (BERT), is representing the Belize Network of

NGOs (BNN) on the COVID-19 National Oversight Committee,
which is co-chaired by the Prime Minister and the Leader of the

Opposition. 

Ms. Ivorine Bulwer (Executive Director, HelpAge) will represent

BNN on the National Implementation (Operational) Committee.

The first meeting of the Committee will take place on Monday,
March 16, 2020. Discussion topics will include:
• COVID-19 update internationally, regionally, and locally;
• Current planning efforts by the Ministry of Health;
• Defining triggers for taking more impactful actions;
• Economic response.

If you have any constructive suggestions to share, please send

them via email to Belize13thSenator@gmail.com, so that Mr.
Carrillo may share at the Committee meetings for consideration

and action.

Members of the COVID-19 National Oversight Committee:
Rt. Hon. Dean Barrow, Prime Minister – Co-Chairman

Hon. John Briceno, Leader of the Opposition – Co-Chairman

Katherine Meighan, BCCI

Andre Carrillo, Belize Network of NGOs

Dr. Ingrid Sansorez, NTUCB

Reverend Andella Moore, Council of Churches ###
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8 June 2020

BNN Economic Recovery Forum

A Working Group of the Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) today

held its first Economic Recovery Forum to discuss and develop

specific recommendations to address the socio-economic

impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in the short, medium and long-
term, as well as pre-existing challenges that have been

exacerbated by the infectious disease.

The Forum included presentations from local experts on Food

Security (Milagro Matus, Policy Analyst, Ministry of Food and

Agriculture); Strengthening the Health System Post Covid-19 (Dr.
Ramon Figueroa, Executive Chairman, National Health

Insurance); Overview of Education Needs and Challenges (Dr.
Sharmayne Saunders, BNN representative, National Council for

Education); Crisis Planning: Re-imagining Health and Safety

(Daniel Mendez, Risk & Crisis Management Specialist);
Recovering the Tourism Industry (Stewart Krohn, 2nd Vice

President, BTIA), and Covid-19 and the Economy (Dr. Philip

Castillo, University of Belize).

The BNN aims to recommend evidence-based, specific action

steps to be done in phases. These steps will be designed to

recover the economy while safeguarding the health and well-
being of Belizeans. The BNN will submit these  recommendations

to the National Oversight Committee by mid-June 2020. ###

Osmany Salas

Osmany Salas

30 June 2020

BNN’s National Recovery Strategy Tabled at
National Oversight Committee

 At the National Oversight Committee meeting held on 29th June

2020, the Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) tabled a national

recovery strategy for review and action. This document is the

outcome of consultations with BNN’s membership as well as

experts in economics, health, education, agriculture, tourism, and

risk and crisis management. Edited by consultant Valentino Shal,
the report underscores that while attention is currently focused

on Covid-19 and the socio-economic damage it is causing, it is

imperative that Belize moves towards a multidisciplinary and

integrated approach in national planning as well as addressing the

root of perennial challenges such as poverty and corruption.

In addition to recommendations on economic recovery, the

document outlines steps that can be taken to enhance Belize’s
agricultural sector and food security; strengthen the national

health system; have the country’s educational institutions adapt to

meet student needs; lessen the nation’s tourism product to

external shocks; and implement crisis planning and response

mechanisms across the public and private sector. 

In summarizing the importance of the National Recovery Strategy,
BNN’s Chair, Froyla Tzalam stated: “We recognize that many of

the recommendations aren’t “new”. But the fact that we are still

calling for these steps is telling. We need to stop talking about

putting these things in place and just get them done. The time is

now.”The BNN therefore calls on the Prime Minister and his

Cabinet to endorse the National Recovery Strategy and

thereafter present to the nation an action plan to implement those

recommendations. 

The BNN will be socializing the strategy nationally in the coming

weeks. #####

BNN STEERING COMMITTEE (JANUARY 2019 - DECEMBER 2020):
 

FROYLA TZALAM (SARSTOON TEMASH INSTITUTE FOR INDIGENOUS MANAGEMENT), CHAIR
 

JANELLE CHANONA (OCEANA BELIZE), VICE CHAIR
 

ARMANDO ABAN (THE SCOUT ASSOCIATION OF BELIZE), TREASURER
 

AMANDA BURGOS ACOSTA (BELIZE AUDUBON SOCIETY), SECRETARY
 

EVAN DAKERS (HELPAGE), DIRECTOR
 

OSMANY SALAS (SENATOR), EX OFFICIO

13

February 2021                                                                                                                              Issue#4



WWW.BELIZENGOS.ORG/NGO-RESOURCES/

UPGRADED WEBSITE
In collaboration with RTI International and the Belize Association of Planners
(BAP) and with funding from the U.S. Embassy in Belize, the Belize Network of
NGO’s (BNN) upgraded their website and launched various free resources to

help CSOs and NGOs:
 

NGO Directory: a directory of NGOs/CSOs in Belize. This directory provides
a single point of reference for organizations, with easily accessible and

customized information. All civil society organizations and NGOs operating in
Belize are welcomed to submit their organization’s information. To be included

in this directory, please complete this form:
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/XCThZdtS

 
NGO Self-Assessment Tool: a comprehensive questionnaire designed to

help you assess YOUR ORGANIZATION’S performance across different
domains.

 
Open Data Resources: a library of open data resources available that YOUR

ORGANIZATION can use and benefit from and links to conference and BNN
materials

 
NGO Readiness Tool is a guide to help move YOUR ORGANIZATION through

the requirements to officially register under the companies and the NGO Acts. 

The Strategic Plan can be accessed 
at the link below:

http://www.belizengos.org/ngo-
resources/

14

February 2021                                                                                                                              Issue#4

http://www.belizengos.org/ngo-resources/
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/XCThZdtS
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