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Tri-COG Land Bank Sells 3 Properties to City of Bridges Community Land Trust to Become 

Permanently Affordable Housing 

On July 12, Tri-COG Land Bank (TCLB) closed on the sale of three houses in the Boroughs of Etna and 

Sharpsburg to City of Bridges Community Land Trust (CBCLT).  CBCLT will develop these buildings into 

permanently affordable homeownership opportunities for households earning less than 80% of Area 

Median Income, or $66,400 for a family of four. 

“By working with the City of Bridges CLT, we are able to convert vacant, abandoned buildings into 

affordable housing that benefits the local community and returns the properties to the tax rolls,” said 

James Fisher, President of the Tri-COG Land Bank Board of Directors and Board Member of Shaler Area 

School District. “We are excited to pilot our partnership with these three properties and look forward to 

continued collaboration in the future.” 

TCLB and CBCLT first began discussing a potential partnership in 2019.  In 2020, the two organizations 

finalized a Memorandum of Understanding outlining the terms of the partnership and identifying three 

properties to use as pilot projects which was supported by national technical assistance organizations 

Center for Community Progress and Grounded Solutions Network. As a land bank, TCLB’s legal abilities 

make it easier to acquire vacant and abandoned properties and clear their title of any outstanding liens 

and debts. As a land trust, CBCLT creates homes that are permanently affordable, allowing homeowners 

to build wealth while ensure that the homes remain affordable in perpetuity. By working together, TCLB 

and CBCLT are able to tackle shared regional problems of blight and affordable housing in 

complementary ways. 

“Etna Borough is thrilled to see our two partner organizations, Tri-COG Land Bank and City of Bridges 

Community Land Trust, join forces to secure affordable housing in  alignment with our community’s goal 

to support efforts to provide equity and opportunity for all,” said Mary Ellen Ramage, Manager of the 

Borough of Etna. “These abandoned and blighted properties will once again become part of the fabric of 

our community!”   

Brittany Reno, Council President of the Borough of Sharpsburg and Board Member of TCLB, also 
expressed enthusiasm about the organizations’ partnership: “"In Sharpsburg we have dual housing 
issues: abandoned, blighted property and a property market that is rapidly getting more expensive than 
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many of our current residents can afford. This unique partnership between the community, Tri-COG 
Land Bank, and the City of Bridges Community Land Trust allows us to tackle both issues at once by 
getting properties back on the tax rolls, fixed up, and affordably into the hands of working class 
homebuyers. The land trust model ensures that even as the property changes hands over decades and 
generations, it will remain affordable and accessible to people in our community." 
 

TCLB has sold nine properties so far in 2021, including a vacant lot in nearby Millvale. Previously, a 

dilapidated structure sat on this lot. TCLB demolished that house in June 2020 using lead safe demolition 

methods, piloting a technical specification it developed in partnership with Rebuilding Together 

Pittsburgh. Now that the lot is clear of debris and safe from health hazards such as lead dust in the air 

and soil, a new house is currently being built there.  It is expected to be finished later this year.  

 

About Tri-COG Land Bank 
Founded in 2017, the Tri-COG Land Bank (TCLB) revitalizes neighborhoods by transitioning vacant, 
blighted properties to beneficial reuse. TCLB partners with local municipalities, community development 

corporations, nonprofits, and individuals to strategically align purchases with each community’s 
priorities and plans. 
 
TCLB currently owns 45 properties and operates in Blawnox, Braddock Hills, Chalfant, Churchill, Clairton, 
Dravosburg, East Pittsburgh, Edgewood, Etna, Forest Hills, McKeesport, Millvale, Monroeville, North 
Braddock, Pitcairn, Rankin, Sharpsburg, South Versailles, Swissvale, Turtle Creek, White Oak, and 
Wilkins.  
 
For more information, please visit https://tricoglandbank.org/.  
 
About City of Bridges Community Land Trust 
Founded in 2019, City of Bridges CLT builds community ownership that preserves permanent 

affordability, empowers individuals, and ensures responsible growth and stewardship. CBCLT works in 

the City of Pittsburgh and suburban municipalities to create lasting housing affordability and prevent 

displacement. 

To date, CBCLT has created 20 permanently affordable homes with 3 more currently under construction. 

CBCLT anticipates beginning construction on up to 40 additional homes in 8 communities over the next 

12 months. 

For more information, please visit www.cityofbridgesclt.org. 
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