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Errors found in 
the maps cause de-
lays to the project 
and frustration for 
county residents. 
See page 3 to find 
out what’s going 
on.
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Courtesy Photo
From left Solomon School District Superintendent Justin Coup and board members Rob VanDeCreek, Wade Walker, Denise Miller, Justin 

Zerbe, Leannitta Hellen, Adrea McCook, and Brad Homman celebrate the start of construction of the new elementary school Tuesday Aug. 
17. The groundbreaking coincided with the Meet the Teachers back to school event.

Ceremonial groundbreaking for Solomon schools
An $8.2 million school construction project is officially underway in 

Solomon. School board members and staff held a ceremonial ground-
breaking Tuesday, Aug. 16, although work has already started.

“They are doing foundation work right now,” said Justin Coup, school 
superintendent. “We want to get some of this done so when school starts 
… there’s less distraction as far as flow of students and faculty.”

The project includes building a new pre-kindergarten through fourth-
grade facility and a new cafeteria as well as a remodel of the agriculture 
shop, and locker rooms and bathrooms at the junior high to make the 
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Coup said they anticipate moving into the cafeteria in late spring and 
into the new elementary school by August 2023.

The current school complex consists of portions built in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and what some people still call the new building, was con-
structed in the mid-1990s.

Four years ago the district put a bond issue to the voters but it failed. 

When that happened, some of the most pressing needs were addressed 
through capital outlay. With some of those tasks completed and by strip-
ping the proposed project of all bells and whistles, voters were present-
ed with a trimmed-down option.

“It’s just the needs,” Coup said. “There’s no wants involved in this 
bond — we just want it to be functional.”

When the first bond issued didn’t pass, Coup said they went to the 
community to learn why. It was members of the community who set out 
to try again and made sure the needs of the school were communicated 
to the voters.

“It’s amazing when the community gets behind a project and gets 
the message out,” he said. “We do it in an efficient manner and we’ll 
do what’s best for kids and not always put in all of our dream items. 
But yet, we want to see things progress for the future. And this com-
munity supported this project in a big way. A shout out to those tax-
paying patrons.

News News 
briefsbriefs
Foundat i on Foundat i on 

to offer youth to offer youth 
grantsgrants

 
The Community Founda-

tion of Dickinson County is 
excited to announce the first 
annual Dickinson County 
Youth in Action Grant. The 
Dickinson County Youth in 
Action Grant Program is 
a competitive application 
for area middle and high 
school groups, with awards 
up to $1,000.

This funding opportunity 
is for programs and projects 
to help the student groups 
achieve their goals to im-
prove their community or 
school. The grant appli-
cation requires an adult 
sponsor for the project and 
requires video and written 
submissions.

The grant application 
is available on the Foun-
dation’s website at  www.
communityfoundation.us/
grants.cfm

The application deadline 
is Oct. 13 with the grant dis-
bursements starting in No-
vember. Eligibility, funding 
priorities, and limitations 
are listed on the website. 
For more information, call 
the Community Foundation 
office at (785) 263.1863 or 
email info@community-
foundation.us.

Kathy Hageman | Dickinson County

Emily Nichols, Dickinson County Emergency 
Communications director, uses her laptop to 
show a video taken by the cell phone of a coun-
ty resident who plans to do a controlled burn. If 
the caller grants permission, the video program 
lets 911 operators see what is happening at a 
scene by viewing video created by the caller’s 
cell phone. The real-time video provides situ-
ational awareness for first responders so they 
know what kind of scene they will be entering.

New emergency communications 
tools help save lives

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public Information co-

ordinator

New technological developments are giving 
911 dispatch centers more tools to help re-
sponders save lives.

One of these tools allows dispatchers to see 
what is going on at the scene of a call, while 
another helps pinpoint the location of a call-
er even when that person has no idea where 
they are.

In recent months, the Dickinson County 
Emergency Communication Center began 
using Prepared Live, a software program that 
allows dispatchers to see what is happening at 
the scene by accessing the camera app on the 
caller’s cell phone – if the caller gives permis-
sion to utilize it.

“We ask the caller if they have a smart phone 
and if they do, we ask permission to send them 

a link,” explained Dickinson County Emergen-
cy Communications Director Emily Nichols. 
“When they get the link, they answer a few 
questions, and they have to tap it to give per-
mission and it asks if we can use the camera.”

Once the caller gives permission, 911 can 
see what the caller is seeing.

“We can flip the camera around. We can 
block out the screen. We can blur it. We can 
hide a screen. So, if someone is in a domes-
tic abuse-type situation we can hide it and the 
people they are with won’t know because the 
screen is black,” Nichols said.

Once the screen is hidden, the caller is the 
only one who can unhide it.

The new tool provides situational awareness 
so first responders know what kind of a scene 
they are going into.

See ‘911’ Page 8

Gail Parsons | DCNT
Rose Bayes, Herington, poses with her family of gnomes.

Gnome sweet gnome
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Gnomes are believed by some to bring good fortune to a house and protect 
it from evil spirits. According to legend, these mythical little creatures have 
roamed the earth for centuries. They have more recently been spotted in Dick-
inson County.

Rose Bayes was scrolling through Facebook one day and a gnome 
popped up. She said she has no idea why — she was never a crafty type 
of person, it wasn’t advertising a business, and she had never looked at 
anything with gnomes.

See ‘GNOMES’ Page 3

Keep an eye on your local paper for information 
about festivals around the county.

Would you like to advertise your event with us? 
Contact us at office@dickinsonnewstimes.con or call 
785-366-6186

Equine survey results pg 2Equine survey results pg 2
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Depart-
ment

Dickinson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

Aug. 1 to Aug. 15

Accidents
Aug. 11, 7:18 p.m., 289 Inter-

state 70, Angela Carol Ruiz, Dalee-
na Mae Ruiz, Brieanna Lynn Ruiz, 
Calliope Rayne Ruiz-West, Jacob 
Daniel West

Aug. 5, 6:32 a.m., 200 Highway 
15, Shelby LynnTurner

Aug. 5, 4:02 p.m., 2200 Avenue 
and Fourth Street, Alan Edward 
Schreiner

Arrests
Aug. 11, 11:45 a.m., 200 S. 

Buckeye Ave., Alice Janell Markley, 
failure to appear

Aug. 11, 12:06 a.m., 1002 Mar-

shall Ave., Joseph Patrick Szeliga II, 
domestic battery

Aug. 10, 6:44 p.m., 109 E. First 
St., Erica Velen Coronado, violation 
of offender registration

Aub. 9, 4:07 p.m., 109 E. First 
St., Bradley Joseph Pavek, failure 
to appear

Aug. 10, 10:41 a.m., 109 E. First 
St., Travis John McDonald, failure 
to appear

Aug. 8, 4:30 p.m., 301 Opal Rd., 
lot 16, Shawn Duane Marfise, fail-
ure to appear

Aug. 7, 3:10 a.m., 273 Interstate 
70, Raesha Ann Jenkins, probation 
violation; possession of opiate, opi-
um, narcotic or certain stimulant; 
possession of drug paraphernalia; 
possession of marijuana

Aug. 7, 3:49 a.m., 273 Interstate 
70, Kenneth Duane Weinhold, driv-
ing while license canceled, suspend-
ed or revoked; possession of opiate, 
opium, narcotic or certain stimulant; 
possession of drug paraphernalia

Aug. 8, 12:45 p.m., 2977 Nail 

Rd., Jeffrey Clyde Zook, failure to 
appear

Aug. 8, 4:30 p.m., 301 Opal Rd. 
16, Shawn Duane Marfise, failure to 
appear

Aug. 6, 5:25 p.m., 2657 Lace 
Rd., Wayne Albert Blunden, domes-
tic battery

Aug. 6, 12:52 a.m., Milo Road 
and 2000 Avenue, Kyle Travis 
Haslouer, driving under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol; ignition 
interlock device; failure to yield at 
stop or yield sign

Aug. 5, 8:45 a.m., 109 E. First 
St., Jarrode Allen Walker, probation 
violation

Aug. 4, 3:13 p.m., 109 E. First 
St., Taylor Royce Nemechek, aggra-
vated failure to appear 

Aug. 2, 2 p.m., 109 E. First St., 
Tiffany Loeffler, probation violation

Aug. 1, 12:25 a.m., 274 Interstate 
70 Isaac McKee Barbieri, posses-
sion of marijuana; speeding

Aug. 1, 3:50 p.m., 109 E. First 
St., Michael Shawn Herrick, failure 

to appear X3

Reports
Aug. 1, 12:10 p.m., 2339 Main 

Detroit St., harassment
Aug. 1, 4:38 p.m., 1104 Old 

Highway 40, accident
Aug. 2, 7:57 a.m., 635 3100 Ave., 

harassment
Aug. 1, 11:12 p.m., 2527 Gulf 

Rd., intoxicated person
Aug. 3, 11:48 p.m., 109 E. First 

St., drug investigation
Aug. 6, 12:27 a.m, Milo Road 

and 2000 Avenue, intoxicated driver
Aug. 6, 4:38 p.m., 2657 Lace 

Rd., domestic disturbance
Aug. 7, 2:50 a.m., 273 Interstate 

70, drug investigation
Aug. 9, 4:44 p.m., 275 Interstate 

70, drug investigation
Aug 9, 5:51 p.m., 2400 Highway 

43, drug investigation
Aug. 9, 7:08 p.m., 282 Interstate 

70, drug investigation
Aug. 10, 11:18 p.m., 232 S. Fac-

tory St., domestic disturbance

Law Enforcement Report

ObituariesObituaries
Mary M. SmithMary M. Smith

Aug. 12 2022Aug. 12 2022

Mary M. (Hansen) 
Smith passed Friday 
evening, Aug. 12, 2022 
at Enterprise Estates 
Nursing Center. Family 
members were at her 
side throughout the day 
and evening. Mary was 
86 years, 11 months 
and three weeks old. 
She will be sadly 
missed by her family and friends. Funer-
al arrangements are with Martin-Beck-
er-Carlson-Funeral Home in Abilene. 
Family visitation was Wednesday Aug. 
17, 2002 at the funeral home.  

She was born on her maternal grand-
parent’s farm in Charlotte County, Vir-
ginia on Aug. 20, 1935, the daughter of 
Annie (Powell) and Master Gunnery Sgt. 
Cecil Hansen. Mary spent her early years 
there on the farm, surrounded by a large 
family while her father served in the 
USMC. After his retirement the family 
moved to Enterprise where Mary attend-
ed Enterprise High School. It was there 
that she first met her future husband, Ron 
Smith. 

After graduation she moved to Topeka 
where she attended nursing school and 
worked at Merchants Bank. In 1960 she 
married Ron Smith (Ret. SMSGT). They 
spent several years in the Topeka area 
while Ron was stationed at Forbes Air 
Base. Three children were born in Tope-
ka, Kristina, Valarie and Ron Jr. (Lee). 

Mary spent 27 years as an Air Force 
military wife, moving many times as 
Ron’s base assignments changed. She 
served in the Red Cross in a number of 
roles and locations over the years, in-
cluding Guam where she would meet the 
Air Evac planes coming from Vietnam 
to Guam. She offered comfort and what 
assistance she could to the wounded sol-
diers on their layover before their return 
to their homes. In later years the family 
was stationed in Germany where Mary 
traveled to Paris and numerous land-
marks and castles in Germany.

Upon Ron’s retirement from the AF, 
the family moved back to Enterprise, 
KS. For 40 years they made their home 
on Factory ST. in Enterprise. Mary was 
a very friendly woman who loved to talk 
and visit with everyone she met. She 

never knew a stranger. She was a lifelong 
church member beginning in Virginia 
and continuing on through the family’s 
travels and The Enterprise United Meth-
odist Church.

Mary was a long time Sunday School 
teacher and had various committee and 
group roles over the years. Mary learned 
to play piano, crochet and sew as a young 
girl and continued those hobbies through-
out her life. She loved flowers and her 
flower beds as well as houseplants. 

She was a steadfast Kansan and loved 
her state, visiting state landmarks and 
lakes. One of her favorite things were 
family picnics at Milford Lake. She was 
an “Avon Lady” for a number of years 
and thoroughly enjoyed the trips with 
other ladies to see what was new in Avon 
and visiting her many area customers.

Mary is survived by her beloved hus-
band Ron of the home. Mary adored Ron 
and often referred to him as the “best of 
the best,” three children, Kristina (Ken) 
Jackson, Valarie (Kirk) Greenemeyer 
and Ron (Maria) Smith, Jr., 12 grand-
children, seven great grandchildren, a 
sister, Ruth Hansen Wilcox of Virginia, 
and other family members.

Memorial Contributions may be made 
to the Enterprise Community Church and 
may be sent in care of the Martin-Beck-
er-Carlson Funeral Home, 414 NW Third 
St., Abilene, Kansas 67410. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at www.martin-
beckercarlson.com.

James Warren Zaiss James Warren Zaiss 
Aug. 27, 2021Aug. 27, 2021

 
James Warren Zaiss, 76, of Ft. Myers, 

Florida, died Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. He 
was born in Abilene and grew up in Chap-
man. 

He was preceded in death by his parents. 
Edwin A. and Ev elyn Grace Hollinger 
Zaiss, his sister, Marie Hollinger (Bill) 
Reed, and brother Robert Deane (Bertha 
Jane) Hollinger. 

Survivors include his lifetime partner, 
Charles S. Heard, five nieces, one cousin, 
and many great nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be designated to Zaiss 
Memorial and sent to Saint Hilary’s Epis-
copal Church Endowment Fund, 5011 
McGregor Blvd, Ft. Myers, FL 33901.

Graveside Cremation Services will be 
10:00 A.M., September 3, 2022 at Indian 
Hills Cemetery.

MARY M. SMITH

LAND AUCTION 
Thursday, September 1, 2022 @ 7:00pm 

Where: Sterl Hall 
619 N. Rogers St. Abilene, KS.   

770 Acres+/- Dickisnon and Saline counties  offered 
in 8 Tracts. Excellent selection of creek bottom tilla-

ble, upland tillable, and timber.  
Tract 1: NW/4 of NE/4 of  4-15-2 DK Co.  43 Ac +/- 
Tract 2: N/2 of NE/4 of 27-14-2 DK Co. 78 Ac +/- 

Tract 3: NW/4 of  34-14-2 DK Co. 134 Ac +/- 
Tract 4: NE/4 of SW/4 and S/2 of NW/4 of 11-15-2 

DK Co. 119 Ac +/- 
Tract 5: W/2 of NE/4 of  28-14-2 DK Co.  80 Ac +/- 
Tract 6: W/2 of SE/4 of  33-14-1 DK Co. 80 Ac +/- 

Tract 7: NW/4 of  16-15-1 DK Co.  156 Ac+/- 
Tract 8: N/2 of SW/4 of 12-16-1 SA Co. 80 Ac +/- 

Announcements day of auction take precedence. Horizon Farm and 
Ranch LLC and it’s agents are Seller Agents in above transaction.  

All mineral and water rights transfer to Buyer.                     
Call or visit our website for sale bill and more info!                                    

SELLER: Leroy Hoffman, Jr. Trust                                                  
Dorothy M. Hoffman Trust,                                                     

Advantage Trust Company, Trustee                                                           

Tax Preparer

Growing Abilene firm is 
seeking a tax preparer. 

Applicant must be able to 
work independently, multi-

task and consistently 
produce accurate work.

Tax preparation, accounting 
and payroll experience 

preferred.

Pay is subject to experience.
Benefits include health 

insurance, 401K, Aflac and 
paid time off.

Send resume to:
PO Box 94, 

Abilene Ks 67410
or email to:

sandyj.jai@gmail.com

Abilene and Smoky Valley 
Railroad seeks funding
Special to the DCNT

 
The Abilene and Smoky 

Valley Railroad has 
launched a capital cam-
paign designed to correct 
some longstanding issues 
affecting the passenger ex-
perience on its excursion, 
charter and dinner trains.    

The nonprofit heritage 
railroad organization is 
seeking to fund major im-
provements on the train 
that include new HVAC 
systems for the railroad’s 
two passenger/dining cars, 
a new generator and a new 
audio system. 

Abilene and Smoky 
Valley Railroad president 
and general manager Ross 
Boelling said the estimated 
$60,000 cost of these im-
provements has been par-
tially met through a pledge 
from a foundation in Kan-
sas, which has promised to 
match local contributions 
up to $30,000. The remain-
der of the cost must be met 
through local fundraising 
efforts. 

Boelling said this capital 
improvement project seeks 
to answer some growing 
problems that are typical of 
aging equipment, and the 
railroad’s continued growth 
is somewhat delayed until 
the issues are corrected.   

The railroad uses antique 

passenger cars that once 
belonged to two legacy 
railroads in the Midwest: a 
1940s luxury coach, origi-
nally owned by the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railroad; 
and a rare wooden coach 
that was built in 1902 for 
the Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
(Katy) Railroad. Both pas-
senger cars were manufac-
tured in an era when indoor 
climate control was hard to 
achieve. The Chicago and 
Northwestern car was ini-
tially equipped with HVAC 
capabilities that have re-
quired upgrades over the 
past 75 years. But now, the 
car’s most recent unit has 
lost reliability. The wooden 
MK&T coach was built at a 
time when air conditioning 
was unheard of.  

Although climate control 
has been a perennial issue 
for passengers riding in the 
A&SV’s antique rail cars, 
the problem has worsened, 
Boelling said. 

“Passengers on our trains 
this summer understand the 
need for improvements to 
our equipment,” he said. 
“This summer’s heat has 
proven especially difficult 
for keeping our passen-
ger coaches comfortable, 
which has been an especial-
ly big issue for our dinner 
trains. New HVAC systems 
for both vehicles will solve 

this problem and give us 
the option of running more 
trains the year round re-
gardless of local weather 
conditions.” 

The railroad’s wish list 
also includes two other 
needed improvements: a 
more reliable generator and 
a new audio system. 

Boelling said A&SV 
trains need a modern and 
dependable generator to 
furnish power for all elec-
trical functions, including 
the HVAC system, light-
ing and the audio system. 
He added that the current 
sound system was fash-
ioned from public address 
apparatus that sometimes 
breaks down and suffers 
from poor fidelity. A new 
modern audio system will 
allow more dependable 
service and provide more 
options, such as the ability 
to play recoded music on 
dinner trains. 

“The Abilene and Smoky 
Valley Railroad’s main 
mission is to educate and 
entertain and this propos-
al will greatly improve the 
passenger experience,” 
Boelling said.

Contributions are be-
ing accepted to raise the 
railroad’s share of the 
upgrade costs to match 
the regional foundation’s 
$30,000 pledge. 

Tickets are available online, at any Kansas Dillons store, or at 
the KSF Ticket Office.

T H R O U G H  S E P T .  8

T I C K E T  P R I C E S
ADVANCE GATE

Adults 13+   $7  ($10 Value)

Children 6-12   $4  ($6 Value)

Seniors   $4  ($6 Value)

KansasStateFair.com

9 - 1 8
By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist 

“The Kansas equine sector provides 
many positive benefits to people in the 
state.” 

Leah J. Tsoodle at the Kansas State Uni-
versity Agricultural Economics Depart-
ment simply evaluated the 2021 Kansas 
Equine Survey. 

For the Kansas Horse Council, the sur-
vey was conducted by the Ag Economics 
Department and the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. 

Justine Staten serves as executive direc-
tor of the Kansas Horse Council headquar-
tered in Manhattan. 

John Leatherman and Xianghong Li as-
sisted Tsoodle in producing the 44-page 
glossy four-color hard copy final report. 

“The Kansas horse industry is vast, rep-
resenting many different types and uses of 

horses,” Tsoodle reiterated. 
Kansas has a long-standing history 

with horses, as a major component of the 
ranching infrastructure in the state. Hors-
es continue as a natural part of the rural 
landscape.   

According to the survey, Kansas has 
sufficient horses and activities to main-
tain and offer industry growth potential, 
Tsoodle indicated.  

The Kansas horse population is approx-
imately 70,000 horses valued at $260 mil-
lion.  “This population figure is probably 
underestimated based on one breed asso-
ciation’s number of registrations in Kansas 
last year,” Tsoodle said.  

There are about 2,600 employees in the 
Kansas equine industry with about $150 
million total income. 

See ‘SURVEY’ Page 8

Equine Survey Points To Growth Potential 
For Horses In Animal Agriculture Industry
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Wednesday
Aug. 24
9 to 10 a.m. Catholic 

Charities Mobile Out-
reach at St. Michael’s, 
Chapman

5 to 7 p.m. free com-
munity dinner, Chap-
man United Methodist 
Church, 426 N Sheeran 
Ave. 

Thursday
Aug. 25
Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-

bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. There 
is no cost but appoint-
ments are necessary for 
a 15-minute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-
ule a time.

Noon, Lunch and 
Learn, virtual event, reg-
ister at https://www.ei-
senhowerlibrary.gov/

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:45 p.m. sign up 
starts, 8 p.m. last loads 
of laundry go in — 
Laundry Love, up to four 
free loads of laundry per 
family. Quarters and sup-
plies are provided, K&R 
Laundry, 412 N. Mar-
shall, Chapman. 

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

Friday
Aug. 26
9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 

for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Saturday
Aug. 27
11:30 a.m., 1:10 p.m., 

3:30 p.m., Old Abilene 
Gunfighters at Old 
Abilene Town

Sunday
Aug. 28
Noon — 3 p.m. Ger-

man Sunday Lunches,  
VFW Post 1281, 101 E. 
Main, Herington

1:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
Old Abilene Gunfighters 
at Old Abilene Town

Monday
Aug. 29
9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 

for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

Tuesday
Aug. 30
12:45 p.m. Pool tour-

nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chap-
man

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

(First published in the Dickinson County News-Times Wednesday, August 24, 2022)
LEGAL NOTICE

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

New flood plain maps 
delayed — again

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 

Information Coordinator

The new Dickinson 
County flood plain maps 
are on hold — again.

County staff were expect-
ing to receive a letter of fi-
nal determination in July to 
be issued in early August 
from the Kansas Division 
of Water Resources and 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency Region 7.

However, state and fed-
eral officials notified the 
county that additional er-
rors had been discovered 
in the maps that affect el-
evation data in some areas 
inside and outside the city 
limits of various Dickinson 
County cities.

“Unfortunately, we will 

not be getting the letter of 
final determination because 
they found errors again — 
for the third time,” said 
Dickinson County Planning 
and Zoning Director Tim 
Hamilton. “It’s believed 
these elevations were pri-
marily clerical errors.”

Those errors will delay 
the process a year, Hamil-
ton said, meaning the old 
maps will remain in place.

The delay creates even 
more headaches for county 
residents who have been 
waiting for the new maps to 
be effective so they can buy 
or sell property, Hamilton 
said. Thanks to changes in 
technology, new data now 
is available. 

 “These maps have sig-
nificantly shrunk quite a 
bit of the flood plain that’s 

currently being enforced,” 
Hamilton said. “A lot of 
people have been waiting 
to either sell the proper-
ties or do some construc-
tion based on the status of 
those maps. Now, some of 
those projects and sales 
transactions are in limbo 
until this happens.

“I know it’s really diffi-
cult for the general public, 
but we’re as frustrated as 
they are,” he continued. 
“This is the third time this 
has happened and every 
time it occurs it keeps ex-
tending it further out.”

While the errors are fair-
ly easily corrected, the year 
delay in releasing the maps 
is due to the lengthy public 
review process.  

See ‘MAPS’ Page 8

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Tim Hamilton, Dickinson County Planning and Zoning 
director, holds up the county’s flood plain maps. The 
county expected to hear in July that new flood plain maps 
were going to be approved; however, the process will be 
delayed yet another year. The ongoing delays are causing 
the county to lose out on economic growth opportunities.

Prairie Doc
Back to school with allergy and asthma
By Mark E. Bubak, M.D.

For students with al-
lergies and asthma, back 
to school means more 
than getting their back-
packs filled with paper, 
pencils, and any needed 
odds and ends. Keep-
ing your child safe and 
healthy involves creat-
ing a proactive plan to 
be implemented both 
at home and at school. 
Allergy doctors refer to these plans as 
“control programs” because the goal is 
prevention and control. 

Food allergies can cause anaphylax-
is, the total body allergic reaction with 
shortness of breath, hives, low blood 
pressure, vomiting, diarrhea, and po-
tentially death. Avoidance is the treat-
ment. If an accident happens and the 
student starts to react, it is imperative 
that epinephrine is given and the stu-
dent is taken to the emergency room for 
ongoing care.

A local, itchy reaction can occur if 
the allergic student touches the food 
and the more serious reaction, anaphy-
laxis can occur if the food is eaten.

Children diagnosed as asthmatics 
tend to have more frequent issues than 
food allergic children. Like food al-
lergies, prevention is key. Therefore, 
the student should take any daily pre-
vention medications at home prior to 
going to school. Students with allergy 
eyes and noses should also take their 
medications before they leave for 
school to minimize symptoms. If they 
continue to have symptoms, it is time 
to see the doctor.

Asthmatics need ready access to a 
rescue medication such as albuterol 
to use when they develop their cough, 

wheeze, or shortness of breath. While 
at school, students can use their inhaler 
before strenuous exercise to prevent an 
attack. A control program should spell 
out what to do if the inhaler does not 
work. Most often this will trigger a call 
to the parents. If the attack is severe, 
it could mean getting the student to an 
emergency room. Most asthma flares 
are triggered by viral infections. Get-
ting the flu shot can reduce the odds of 
a flareup and staying home during a fla-
reup may be best. 

Parents and guardians, be sure to pre-
pare your child’s control program be-
fore school starts and share it with the 
school team. Make sure the student’s 
medications are present and ready to 
go. Have the school forms completed 
by the student’s doctor and remember 
to get that doctor appointment sched-
uled early. Talk with your child so they 
know what to do. 

Students with allergy and asthma can 
expect to fully participate in virtual-
ly all school activities including gym 
class and sporting events. If they are 
having symptoms, it means the control 
program needs to be improved and par-
ticipation continued.  

Having the entire team ready is the 
best way to feel good about sending 
your children back to school. Working 
together results in happy, confident, 
successful students and proud parents!

Mark E. Bubak, M.D. is a contrib-
uting Prairie Doc® columnist. He is a 
board-certified allergist with a practice 
based in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
Follow The Prairie Doc®…based on 
science, built on trust, at www.prairie-
doc.org and on Facebook featuring On 
Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show streaming live on Facebook 
most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

MARK E. BUBAK, 
M.D.

“But there it was,” she said. “And I thought ‘I 
could do those, that would be fun.’”

She started looking around the house to see what 
materials she had, which she could use.

“I found a bunch of old socks,” she said. “I 
stuffed a sock and I found a sock to make a hat 
out of and I found a button to put it on for a nose. 
He didn’t look the greatest but I made one and I 
thought well, I could do this.”

She went on a shopping spree and picked up an 
assortment of fabric and accessories. When she 
first started, making gnomes was just for fun. But 
then her daughter saw one she liked so Bayes gave 
it to her. Then her daughter then asked for one 
with sunflowers, then it was one for a friend who 
was into racing.

“She bought that one for her friend and then this 
friend wanted one,” she said.

Seeing how much people liked them, and how 
much enjoyment she got from making them the 
next logical step was to start selling them. Her 
daughter set up the Facebook Page, Bayes’ hus-
band took over the marketing and her business, 
You Gnome You Want One, was born.

From her home, Bayes started creating gnomes 
— big gnomes, little gnomes, sporting gnomes, 
fishing gnomes, angel gnomes, birthday gnomes 
— an array of gnomes that match various person-
alities and interests.

Eventually, she started selling them at the 
Tri-County Trading Company in Herington, but 
that got to be too much.

“With selling online and in the store, I was so 
busy,” she said. “It felt like a job and I didn’t 
want a job — it was actually taking the fun away 
from it.”

She went back to selling online through Face-
book only and the fun came back.

When she sits down to start creating a gnome, 
she never knows exactly how it will turn out. 
In her workshop, she has partial gnomes laying 
around simply because they weren’t heading in a 
direction she liked.

As she works she will see the personality of the 
individual gnome start coming out, which is why 
she hesitates to make too many alike.

“They all have their own characteristics,” she 
said. “I don’t mind taking custom orders but I don’t 
want to make the same gnome over and over.”

To see more of Bayes’ gnomes visit her Face-
book page at https://www.facebook.com/gnomes-
foryourhomesbyrose

Gnomes Continued from P. 1
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“If you 
can’t ride a 
good horse, 
ride a gray 
horse.”

A p p a r -
ently, that’s 
an old say-
ing harass-
ing those 
who stand 
out from other cowboys 
when riding a gray horse.

Actually, the quote hadn’t 
been heard personally until 
riding the gray gelding BB 
Zanes Hallelujah at the sale 
barn. The remark can be-
come offensive when the 
horse really is a “good” 
horse.

Still, opinions about the 
quality or usefulness of a 
horse are widely varied. A 
horse that is appreciated 

by one cowboy, sometimes 
doesn’t appeal to another 
cowboy, and gets certain 
criticism.

That’s the way it is with 
this gray horse. The ranch 
manager blatantly declares: 
“That horse is no good.”  
Yet, he uses Hallelujah reg-
ularly for cattle counting 
and checking water gaps.

However, the old horse, 
formerly serving as one of 
the ranch broodmare ser-
vice stallions, fits the man-
ager’s dad just perfectly. 

The son’s contention is 
that Hallelujah “doesn’t 
pay any attention to cows, 
won’t work cattle period.” 

That may be the case, 
but that doesn’t mean he’s 
“no good.” The gelding is 
“safe” for an old wannabe 
cowboy to roundup Flint 
Hills cattle. 

Mounting him on a cold 
morning in the dark, the 
gelding doesn’t have any 

buck or meanness. Halle-
lujah takes care of himself 
and rider in the steepest, 
roughest, rockiest native 
pasture. 

There’s not a wide run-
ning creek or muddy wa-
terhole that he won’t cross 
without any hesitation. 
Often horses resist going 
through water or jump over 
even the smallest puddle.

Admittedly, the gelding 
doesn’t “neck rein” very 
good, being “hard-necked,” 
resistant when turning. Yet, 
he goes when spurred and 
works just fine gathering 
two section pastures. 

Likewise, the gray horse 
likes driving sale barn cat-
tle paying no attention to 
cattle bawling, loudspeak-

er, or noisy hollering work-
ers.

Noteworthy, Hallelu-
jah, featuring two ranch-
owned stallions in his ped-
igree, was ranch raised and 
trained. Before surgery, he 
sired more than 100 foals, 
several which became top 
using horses. 

Gray horses dominate 
ranch pastures from breed-
ing mares to gray stallions. 
because gray colts general-
ly sold for more money. 

Many gray horses ap-
pear white when they ma-
ture, yet a “gray horse” is 
definitely different from a 
“white horse.” 

Reminded of Revelation 
19:12: “Then I saw Heaven 
open wide, and oh a white 
horse and its rider.” Still, 
it might have been a gray 
horse turned white?

+++ALLELUIA++
XVI--34--8-21-2022

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago - 1892
LOCAL NEWS 

– Some horse buy-
ers were in town this 
week, but we do not 
know how much suc-
cess they met. Seth 
Brundage, superinten-
dent of the Rock Island 
water service, south 
and southwest, has 
been promoted to the 
service between Holton and St. Joseph 
with headquarters at Horton. Some 
renegade, without respect for the law 
or fear of the devil, got away with 
some fifty or sixty turkeys belonging 
to Mrs. Yearout. A resident’s little dog, 
Queen, was decapitated by a Missouri 
Pacific train during a recent absence. 

John Gardner, proprietor of 
the Herington Cigar Fac-
tory, is working up a fine 
trade in his line.

100 years ago - 1922
HOGAN COMPANY TO LOCATE 

IN HERINGTON – A deal has been 
practically completed whereby the 
Hogan Stores Co., of which Mr. J. L. 
Fern is a member and manager for the 
local stores here will take over the 
Frank Grass stock at once. The Grass 
stock is now being invoiced and the 
store will be reopened under the su-
pervision of Mr. Fern with one of the 
Hogan men in charge. An effort will 
be made to reduce the Grass stock 
preparatory to consolidating it with 
the present Hogan Stores stock and 
the two will be moving into the new 
Grass building at the corner of Broad-
way and Main about November 1st. 
The Hogan Stores are fast developing 

into an immense concern 
and Herington is fortunate 
in having one of them lo-
cated here. (Hogan even-
tually sold his Herington 

business to A. L. Duckwall of Abilene. 
Today this building houses Kay’s 
Pharmacy.) 

75 years ago - 1947
NEW OWNERS FOR DRUG 

STORE – Lawrence (Bud) Eastridge 
and S. K. (Skeet) Taylor have pur-
chased the Herrick Drug store from 
Don M. Herrick and took over the 
store Monday.

FRANK GRASS DIES AUGUST 
21 – Frank Grass was born near Agen-
cy, Iowa, February 7, 1861. He lived 
there until he came to the Herington 
community when he was eighteen 
years of age. At that time, Herington 
consisted only of one ranch house and 
the nearest available rail service was 

in Abilene. In 1901, Mr. Grass opened 
a variety store, which was in the same 
location as the present Duckwall store. 
It was then known as the Grass Variety 
Store. In 1923, he retired from busi-
ness and continues to maintain his 
home at 424 South C. Street.

50 years ago - 1972
DRIVER DIES AT LUMBER 

YARD – Carl R. Rowley of Junction 
City, died of an apparent heart attack 
at the Herington Builders Supply yard 
about 9:30 a.m. Tuesday. Mr. Row-
ley, a driver for the Plaza Sand Co., of 
Junction City, drove into the driveway 
at the lumber yard, got out of his truck 
and collapsed. A doctor pronounced 
him dead just a few minutes after he 
had slumped to the driveway

Herington Historical Society & Mu-
seum, 800 S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist 
Church

This durn 
blank page 
keeps staring 
me down. I 
want to write. 
Surely there is 
something rel-
evant to say, 
but here I sit in 
this stand-off 
with a blank 
page.  

Some days feel like a blank 

page. I know there are 
things I must accom-
plish but the starting 
point is difficult to 
locate. This is espe-
cially true on those days when 
the tasks before me are not to 
be found in my comfort zone.  
Sometimes my “to do” list can 
tie my stomach in knots be-
cause I am afraid of failure. 
Other times the things that need 
to be done are simply no fun. 

If I am to defeat the blank 
page in this stand-off, I must 
write something. Usually, it 
is something I delete once my 
writing begins to flow.  In sim-

ilar fashion, on 
those “blank 
page” mornings, 
I busy myself 
with re-orga-

nizing, deep cleaning or some 
similar task. It is like getting 
something -just anything-on the 
page.  I imagine that if I start 
moving, I can transition easily 
to the task I was dreading. Of-
ten, I stay so busy, I never get 
to the thing I did not really want 
to do. The sense of accomplish-
ment I should feel, goes right 
out the window because the 
thing I must do still hangs be-
fore me like a blank page.  

I wonder if I am the only one. 
Do others put off important and 
necessary tasks because they 
feel so intimidating? 

I have been thinking about 
this because in my world, the 
autumn months are filled with 
necessary tasks that are difficult 
for me to get done. I am work-
ing on some ideas to get me 
started. Here are some things 
I think will help. First, I need 
to set good boundaries. Lots of 
“blank page” days come when 
I have not taken appropriate 
time to rest.  I can break down 
the task in manageable por-
tions and celebrate small ac-

complishments as they come. 
Sometimes it may be helpful 
to get support from someone 
who is not intimidated. Finally, 
I think I should start early to re-
lieve some of the pressure from 
tasks that carry enough pres-
sure on their own.  

I feel best equipped for any 
task or blank page when I care 
for myself, body-mind-and 
spirit, and so it helps to main-
tain a disciplined life. Maybe 
the same things that are helpful 
to me can be helpful to others 
as well.  

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-212-0947 cell

Pastor’s Corner: Blank Pages and Difficult Tasks

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

Gray Horse Is ‘Good’

This Day in the Herington Times

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

7 5 
Ye a r s 
A g o , 
(1947)

F r i -
d a y 
marks 
t h e 
o p e n -
i n g 

of Mary’s Place, east of 
Chapman on U. S. High-
way 40. A softball field 
adjoins the building where 
games are played several 
nights a week. 

Mary’s place was owned 
by Clyde Haynes and was 

under lease.  After I-70 
was built, the business was 
discontinued. The build-
ing became a warehouse 
by the Haynes Transport.  
Part of the building still 
stands east of town on Old 
40.  I am not sure if there 
are remnants of the softball 
field.

50 Years Ago, (1972)
 Harold Bray, presi-

dent, presided at the reg-
ular dinner meeting of 
the Lion’s Club at T-Bird 
Inn.  Thirty-one mem-
bers were present Todd 
Britt, Junction City, a 
guest said that KJCK 
would tape the Labor 
Day parade and night 
show for use on Junction 
City cable TV.  Reports 

on Labor Day plans were 
made. NeVoy Hetten-
bach, football coach at 
Chapman High School 
gave a report on the Irish 
squad and the 1972 pros-
pects.  

Harold Bray is still ac-
tive in Lions. Todd Britt 
is retired and lives in Mis-
souri with his wife, Tru-
dy (Gfeller) Britt. NeVoy 
passed away in 2015. The 
Lions Club continues to 
be involved in service to 
the community – vision 
screening, Labor Day pa-

rade and activities, St. Pat-
rick’s Parade just to name a 
few.  Like so many service 
programs, membership is 
declining.  If interested in 
joining, contact any Li-
ons Club member.  Lance 
Tilton and Phyllis Cheney 
are two members that are 
at work daily and easy to 
contact.

25 Years Ago, (1997)
Eric Keating and Rudy 

Neubauer have replaced 
the rotting roof of the bell 
tower at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church. The 
77-foot tower was added 
to the church in 1912.  It 
houses three bells, all ap-
parently cast in 1912. The 
largest bell as dedicated 
to Fr. Daly, the middle 

one to the memory of 
Mrs. T.W. Wadick and 
the smallest to the mem-
ory of Mr. and Mrs. Flea-
gle. The roofing work was 
done as a preliminary 
step in a renovation plan 
which will eventually see 
new drywall and paint 
throughout the church. 
Other planned improve-
ments include removal 
of the back pews to make 
space for a gathering 
room at the rear of the 
sanctuary, and remod-
eling of the bathroom to 
provide handicap access. 
Cleaning and varnishing 
of the pews and sanctu-
ary furniture and instal-
lation of new carpet will 
complete the project. An 
autumn fund-raising ef-

fort is planned to pay 
for the improvements to 
the 114 year old church 
which was last remodeled 
in 1961.

The view must have 
been awesome.  Rudy 
loved the challenge of get-
ting up there and was a 
great teacher for Eric.  The 
dedications are inscribed 
on each bell.  There was 
a large dedication in 1913 
and people came from 
Abilene and Junction City 
to attend.

Quote of the week:  
“You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in 
your shoes. You can steer 
yourself any direction 
you choose.” ~ Dr. Seuss                           
janmccormick@rocket-
mail.com

75 — 50 — 25 Years Ago

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Gray horses stand out from the rest of the herd.
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Friday, August 26
Goulash, Creamy Cu-
cumbers, Pineapple, 
Garlic Sticks
Monday, August 29
Lasagna, Broccoli, Car-
rots, Apricots, Garlaic-
Bread
Tuesday, August 30
Chili & Crackers, Cole 
Slaw, Mandarin Orang-
es, Cinnamon Roll

Wednesday, August 31
Ham & Beans, Corn 
Bread, Marinated To-
matoes & Onions, Jello 
Salad
Thursday, September 1

Menu not 
available before 

print time!

Friday, August 26
Pork Roast, Mashed Po-
tatoes and Gravy, Mixed 
Vegetables, Wheat Roll, 
Fruit
Monday, August 29
Chicken Fry, Mashed 
and Gravy, Peas and 
Carrots, Wheat roll, 
Fruit
Tuesday, August 30
Sloppy Joe, Potato 
Wedges, California 
Blend, Fruit Dessert

Wednesday, August 31
Smothered Chicken 
Breast, Mashed Po-
tatoes, Green Beans, 
Wheat Roll, Chocolate 
Cake
Thursday, September 1

Menu not 
available before 

print time!

Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Alida Upland 
Cooperative Parish

2243 3300 Ave., Junction City
11 a.m. Worship Service

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service
Our Redeemer Lutheran

802 E. Trapp, Herington
8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

ENTERPRISE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

If you would like to help sponsor our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, 

contact us at 785-366-6186 or email dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule
appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

Spice Up Your Life
By Lindsey Young

This summer, we have had the privilege of welcoming 
an intern from the University of Kansas into our news-
room.

It’s amazing how quickly someone can go from being 
a stranger to being part of the family, and that’s definitely 
been the case with Will. So, with his final day looming 
this week, Joey and I decided to have him over for dinner 
to treat him to a home-cooked meal and thank him for all 
of his work this summer.

I sent him a text message before setting the menu, dou-
ble checking that he didn’t have any allergies or major 
dislikes before I started planning, and he gave me a carte 
blanche to do whatever I liked.

As anyone who knows me is aware, that can be a bit 
dangerous, but after some pondering and discussion, Joey 
and I decided it was going to be Cajun night at the Youngs, 
mostly because Joey has been craving some hushpuppies 
lately.

I’ll share the other recipes from the weekend with you 
in future columns, but I wanted to start with those hush-
puppies, because they were absolutely delicious and actu-
ally way easier to make than I ever would have thought.

The recipe I used comes from the blog “Melissa’s 
Southern Style Kitchen.” You can find her original post at 
https://www.melissassouthernstylekitchen.com/hushpup-
pies/. I added extra seasonings in my version.

Hushpuppies
1 cup yellow cornmeal
1 cup flour
1/3 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons seafood seasoning (I used Old Bay)
1 teaspoon salt
3 teaspoons garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
1 large egg
1 cup buttermilk (or regular milk with a splash of vin-

egar)
1 yellow onion, minced
4 to 6 cups canola or vegetable oil

Directions
In a large mixing bowl, combine the cornmeal, flour, 

sugar, baking powder, baking soda, seafood seasoning, 

salt, garlic powder and onion powder and stir until every-
thing is well combined.

In a small bowl, beat the egg with the buttermilk, and 
then add the mixture to the larger bowl, mixing until all of 
the dry ingredients are evenly moistened.

Fold in the minced onion, and then set the mixture aside.
In a stock pot, heat the oil over medium-high heat to 

350 degrees. (You’ll want to put enough oil in the pot to 
make it a couple inches deep.) Using a two-inch ice cream 
scoop or a large spoon, carefully drop the batter into the 
hot oil. (I was able to do about five hushpuppies at a time 
in my pot.) As the hushpuppies cook, slide a slotted spoon 
underneath them to make sure they’re not sticking to the 
bottom.

Let them fry, turning them to let them evenly brown, 
for about four minutes or until your hushpuppies have 
reached your desired color.

Carefully remove them with a slotted spoon and place 
them on a paper-towel-lined plate. Sprinkle them with a 
little more seafood seasoning, if desired.

Wait until the oil is back to 350 degrees, and repeat until 
you have used all of the batter.

Serve hot.

These were everything Joey had been dreaming of, and 
he was super excited with how they turned out. I was, 
too. They were a little sweet but also had fabulous onion 
flavor without it being overwhelming, and they were a 
great side dish.

Truth be told, I could probably just eat a plate of them 
for dinner by themselves, too. 

We ended up having a wonderful dinner together with 
Will, and we’ll be sorry to see him go back home this 
week. He’s been a great addition to our crew. Maybe 
someday we’ll be able to entice him into coming back 
and working with us again. I mean, at least he knows he’ll 
eat well.

Spice Up Your Life is a weekly recipe column by Lind-
sey Young, who describes herself as an enthusiastic am-
ateur cook and can be reached through her website at 
spiceupkitchen.net.

You won’t want to hush about this week’s southern dish

Homemade hushpup-
pies are a pretty easy 
side dish to create

Submitted content

As summer ends and the days get shorter, your hours of sun-
shine become more precious, much like how precious every hour 
is to a patient in need. Over the course of sixty minutes, more than 
1,800 units of blood may be transfused to patients in the United 
States. With a recent decline in blood donors, patients could really 
use your help to ensure that blood is there when they need it.

As a special thank you, give blood in August and the American 
Red Cross will automatically enter you for a chance to win gas 
for a year (a $6,000 value)!^ You could be one of three lucky win-
ners. PLUS, you’ll also get a $10 e-gift card to a merchant of your 
choice.^^ You can put that gift card towards one final summertime 
hurrah or save it for a future rainy fall day.

Blood Drive Sept. 6Blood Drive Sept. 6
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With the support of sponsors 
the  Dickinson County News-
Times prints a different type of 
puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram

When there is a fifth week in 
the month the puzzle is chosen 
at random.

 If you would like to become 
a sponsor, contact DCNT at 
(785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Thank you to our sponsor

(First published in Dickinson County News-Times Wednesday, August 24, 2022)
PUBLIC NOTICE

Contact:
Larry Avery, 
Navigator

FREE ENROLLMENT ASSISTANCE

Need 
Health 
Insurance?

Special enrollment periods 
are now available for:

Low-income households

785-479-6429
nav@qualityoflifecoalition.org

Life changes such as a new 
job, marriage, or child

(First published in the Dickinson County News-Times Wednesday, August 24, 2022)
LEGAL NOTICE
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil®
Air Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell 
your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

Misc.
BEAUTIFY YOUR 

HOME with energy effi-
cient new windows! They 
will increase your home’s 
value & decrease your ener-
gy bills. Replace all or a few!  
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 877-859-
1337

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation: 844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

HELP WANTED

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified

401 S 5th St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales & services

gunsmithing, hydro-dipping, 
t-shirts, gifts, computer repairs
hunting & fishing licenses

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

INSURANCE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348

Misc.
SAVE YOUR HOME! 

Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a 
Loan Modification? Threat-
ened with FORECLOSURE? 
Call the Homeowner’s Relief 
Line now for Help! 888-975-
1473

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Night shift RN/LPN
FT/PT Evening shift CMA

FT C.N.A.  Evenings
FT Homemaker • FT Dietary Aide

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Marion County
Special Education 

Coop
has the following 

openings:
Para positions
for all districts

$11.00+/hr, depending 
on years of experience 

and education.

For more information or
to apply, please contact 
sweisbeck@mcsec.org, 

call 620-382-2858 or 
apply online at

www.mcsec.org

CAREGIVER WANTED 
ELDER CARE/COMPANIONS
5 DAYS A WEEK • 5 HOURS PER DAY

SALARY - $20/HOUR
Applicant must have a clean record, good

recommendations, mobile, many related skills.
For more details about the position, email

kerrifield147@gmail.com

NEWS-NEWS-
TIMESTIMES

DICKINSON COUNTYDICKINSON COUNTY

Call 785-366-6186

Let us help you Let us help you 
get the word out!get the word out!

Benefits include Monday-Friday schedule, 
fun and empowering environment, flexible 
schedules, and advancement opportunities!

Apply online at
opaajobs.com and

search Lost Springs, KS.

Opaa Food Management is Opaa Food Management is 
hiring kitchen staff in thehiring kitchen staff in the

Centre school district. Centre school district. 

Help Wanted

Wish to pursue a career while
your kids are at school?

Or desire a more active lifestyle? 
Let us support you in these goals!

We are seeking 
individuals for 

opportunities in 
Herington, KS as 

Animal Care
Specialists, 

Maintenance,
Power Washers,

& in Housekeeping/Dietary. Provide care to our 
animals and people through integrity, respect & 
excellence. FT and flexible PT hours available. 

Together, we are family!

¿Desea seguir una carrera mientras 
sus hijos están en la escuela?

¿O desea un estilo de vida
más activo?

¡Déjanos apoyarte en estos objetivos!

¡Juntos, somos familia!

Call (507) 794-5779, text (507) 229-4848, 
email hr@schwartzfarms.net,
or complete an application at

www.schwartzfarms.com/careers.

Estamos buscando personas para oportunidades 
en Herington, KS como especialistas en cuidado 
de animales, mantenimiento, personal de lavado 

a presión, y asistentes de limpieza y nutrición. 
Proveer cuidado a nuestros animales y personas 

con integridad, respeto y excelencia.
Horas de tiempo completo y medio tiempo

flexible están disponibles.
Llame al (507) 794-5779,Llame al (507) 794-5779,

texto al (507) 229-4848, correotexto al (507) 229-4848, correo
electrónico a hr@schwartzfarms.net electrónico a hr@schwartzfarms.net 

o complete una solicitud eno complete una solicitud en
www.schwartzfarms.com/careers.www.schwartzfarms.com/careers.

Helped Wanted
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General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

After the corrections 
are made, each paper map 
will be made into a panel. 
Even though the correc-
tions affect only a few of 
the panels, FEMA has to 
go through the due process 
of notification, publication 
and meetings to inform the 
public.

“They have certain stan-
dards at the state and feder-
al level they have to meet, 
so that basically starts the 
preliminary process all 
over again,” Hamilton said.

Last minute 
County Administrator 

Brad Homman told com-
missioners during their 
Aug. 4 work session that 
the county was notified the 
maps had been put on hold 
in “the final stretch of the 
race, in the final quarter 
heading into overtime.”

“At the last minute, 
FEMA said there are 12 

areas of concern that need 
to be addressed,” Hom-
man said. “It appears to 
me these are workmanship 
issues. Ten of the errors 
are elevation adjustments 
— six inches here, a foot 
there, where they were la-
beled wrong. But the ele-
vations of actual flood wa-
ter won’t change.”

Creating the new pan-
els involves making the 
changes, then laying them 
on a table and matching up 
all the various properties.

“The earth is curved, 
there’s different eleva-
tions and a couple plac-
es those boundary lines 
didn’t match up like they 
should,” Homman said. 
“In my opinion, it’s due 
to poor workmanship by 
the contractor. But these 
errors create another 90-
day protest period after the 
new maps are done, then 
they have to be published. 
Then the public is given 

the chance to look at them 
again, then there’s a public 
hearing and it takes another 
year to get all that done.”

Economic growth 
adversely affected

The newest delay is 
holding up a number of 
economic development op-
portunities in the county, 
Homman said.

“This is becoming very 
expensive for the county 
as a whole,” he said. “We 
have developers, we have 
homeowners, we have 
banks that are waiting to fi-
nance and lend money, but 
they can’t do it on proper-
ties that are dependent on 
how these maps are going 
to come out.”

A number of places in 
Solomon, Chapman and 
Abilene are going to be 
positively affected by the 
new maps. 

“If I’m in the flood plain 

under the old map and I’m 
going to be out of it in the 
new map, that’s going to 
make a big difference on 
what my mortgage is go-
ing to be,” Homman said. 
“And if I want to build 
a new house, nobody is 
going to lend if it’s in the 
flood plain, but it’s a differ-
ent story if it’s out.

The newest delay is par-
ticularly frustrating since 
Dickinson County is expe-
riencing economic growth.

“It wouldn’t be a big 
deal if we were in the mid-
dle of a recession or a pe-
riod like we went through 
where there wasn’t a lot of 
building, but we’ve come 
out of that, where people 
want to build and there’s 
not enough contractors to 
go around,” Homman said. 
“We’re in a situation where 
there’s a lot of potential 
and much of it won’t hap-
pen because we’re in a 
holding pattern.”

MAPS Continued from P. 3

While the new software 
has obvious advantages in 
emergencies, it actually 
has been used more locally 
in non-emergent situations, 
including when residents 
call in for a controlled 
burn.

 “It allows us to inspect 
the fire without sending 
out the fire department to 
inspect the fire,” Nichols 
said. “We can see what is 
being burned and make sure 
they’re complying with the 
county’s burn resolution so 
people aren’t burning what 
they shouldn’t be burning. 
Things like trash -- which 
is illegal to burn in Kansas 
-- or construction lumber, 
processed wood, pallets, 
2x4s. 

“Most people are very 
compliant.”

The first time Nichols 
used the software was 
during a controlled burn.

“The gentleman was so 
excited. I told him it was 
my first time to try the soft-
ware. He got to see what I 
was seeing and he thought 
it was the neatest thing,” 
Nichols recalled. “Most of 
our calls where we’ve used 
it so far have been con-
trolled burns. People have 
been very good to help us.”

Pinpointing 
locations

Sometimes an address is 
not specific enough, or in 
rural areas, sometimes no 
address exists, which can 
make it difficult to get help 
to the right place during an 
emergency. 

With Interstate 70 run-
ning through Dickinson 
County, travelers some-
times get stranded and 
have no idea where they 
call for help. Another rela-
tively new program called 
what3words helps 911 Dis-
patch determine their exact 
location.

The program uses tech-

nology where every sec-
tion on Earth was plotted 
into five-foot squares and 
assigned three words to de-
scribe each square. When a 
caller does not know where 
they are, 911 Dispatch can 
send the person a text mes-
sage, the caller clicks on it, 
the three words pinpoint-
ing their location appears, 
and they tell the dispatcher 
the three words. 

“Then we plug it into our 
computers and it will tell 
us exactly where the per-
son is within inches. Each 
section has its own little 
dot,” Nichols said.

Initially developed for 
mountain rescues, it later 
was decided the applica-
tion would work for 911 
centers across the world.

“They pushed it out for 
everybody and we inte-
grated it within our phone 
system,” Nichols said. 

Nichols said the program 
came in handy recently 
when a driver broke down 
on the interstate in Lincoln 
County. 

“He didn’t speak any 
English and the last exit he 
remembered seeing was in 
Dickinson County so they 
sent him to us. Our system 
allows us to text in any 
language so I sent him the 
link, he gave me his three 
words, and we had his ex-
act location,” Nichols said. 
“I let the Kansas Highway 
Patrol know, they got him 
the help he needed and he 
was on his way.”

Calls from anywhere
While nearly everyone 

knows they should call 911 
when help is needed, some 
do not always understand 
how 911 calls work.

“People from out of state 
will call 911 and think they 
will get 911 in the state 
they live in. But, that’s 
not the case,” Nichols 
said. “You get the location 

you’re in when your phone 
calls 911.

“That happens a lot. 
We’re constantly helping 
people find numbers in oth-
er areas,” she explained.

A recent call into Dick-
inson County’s 911 dis-
patch came from a trucker 
who was driving on I-70. 
He had received a call 
from his wife in Texas 
who told him someone was 
trying to break into their 
home. He then dialed 911, 
expecting to reach emer-
gency dispatch in his home 
area in Texas, but reached 
Dickinson County, Kan., 
instead.

“He was furious until 
we explained it doesn’t 
work that way. We were 
able to get him the phone 
number he needed so he 
could call his wife and have 
her call,” Nichols added. 

On the other hand, some-
times people may call 911 
-- expecting to reach their 
local emergency commu-
nications center -- and 
instead, the phone is an-
swered by a dispatcher in 
another town, county, juris-
diction or even a different 
state.

 “If there’s a cell tow-
er down, that phone call 
will bounce until it finds 
an open tower,” Nichols 
explained. “We have got-
ten calls from Utah before 
because the call kept going 
until it hit a tower.”

When that occurs, Dick-
inson County dispatchers 
go on Google or use other 
resources available to get 
the caller the help they 
need.

“It gives them some re-
assurance that somebody 
cares enough to help even 
when they’re several states 
away,” Nichols said. “And 
of course, we apologize and 
explain how they ended up 
calling Dickinson County, 
Kansas, when they’re in 
Utah or wherever.”

Months of 
training

Working as a 911 dis-
patcher is hectic, stressful, 
rewarding and takes many 
hours of training.

“Our training is six 
months long. There’s so 
much information that gets 
packed into a dispatcher’s 
head,” Nichols said.

“There’s a lot of ongoing 
stress. I encourage them to 
talk about things,” she said. 
“They hear some horrible, 
horrible things. I’ve been 
on a call listening to some-
one take their last breath. 
I’ve had staff members 
do the same. It’s sad, but 
at least you are there for 
them.”

The work life of a dis-
patcher is 1.7 years. Nich-
ols, who has been with 
Dickinson County Emer-
gency Communications 
for 20 years, is an excep-
tion. Currently, Nichols 
is the president of Kansas 
APCO (Association of 
Public-Safety Communica-
tions Officials).

 “I did not expect to stay 
here as long as I have. I was 
working in a nursing home, 
but got really burned out of 
the medical field. I want-
ed to do something in law 
enforcement, but I loved 
healthcare,” Nichols said, 
explaining how she ended 
up working in emergency 
communications.

“It takes a long time 
to build up those walls 
to keep you emotional-
ly separate from every-
thing,” she added. “I en-
courage my staff to talk 
to a professional or talk 
to me. If you hold it in, 
you burn out.

“There’s a lot of stuff 
that happens behind the 
scenes, but you handle 
it and move on to the 
next thing.”

911 Continued from P. 1

“Thus, the equine industry has about $280 million of 
total economic activity in Kansas,” Tsoodle tallied. “Our 
survey represents 11.5-percent of the total Kansas’ animal 
population.” 

Full impact of the equine sector goes beyond the num-
ber of people employed and their wages. “A ‘ripple effect’ 
comes from buying and selling to other businesses and 
individuals in Kansas,” Tsoodle clarified. 

Horses throughout Kansas provide broad services for 
both pleasure and work uses, Staten reported at the Kan-
sas Ag Growth Summit. 

Kansas has the third most farmland of any state, with 
90 percent of the state devoted to agriculture. Horse op-
erations demand relatively less land than other animal fa-
cilities.  

“These two factors together equate to a relatively avail-
able and affordable base for expanding equine opera-
tions,” Staten said. 

Kansas boasts many stables, arenas, horse breeders, 
farriers, veterinarians, trainers, and other professionals 
available to offer services to horse owners. 

Facilities in Kansas City, Topeka, Kingman, and Salina 
among other locales are available for horse activities.  

Kansas State University and Colby Community Col-
lege offer extensive equine studies. 

Despite these opportunities, there are many challenges 
facing equine industry growth in Kansas. They include 
lack of equine air transportation and high startup cost for 
undercapitalized equine entrepreneurs. 

There are differing definitions within the equine indus-
try under state statues creating taxation and liability con-
fusion.  

“In particular, there is inconsistency defining all equids, 
horses, mules, donkeys, and zebras as livestock,” Staten 
said. 

Currently, no equine industry programs exist to pro-
mote, educate, and conduct research despite past efforts 
for a statewide feed checkoff program.  

“Challenge in a feed bag checkoff is that distributors 
look at this as another ‘tax’ or paperwork obligation,” 
Staten said. “Thus, the industry may need to review an 
option on horse sales like the beef checkoff program for 
cattle.” 

Since the last horse slaughter facility was closed, the 
horse market crashed. This created an explosion of un-
wanted horses that cannot be disposed of in any other 
manner.  

“Animal welfare concerns developed for those unwant-
ed, old and neglected animals’ excessively long trips to 
slaughter facilities,” State pointed out. 

Kansas’ pari-mutuel licenses for horse racing lapsed 
and have been revoked since 2008.  

The percentage paid by horse track slot machines to 
the state is 40-percent, higher than standalone casinos at 
22-percent. As such, racetracks are not a viable business 
in their current condition.  

“This has led to horse breeders exiting the state and 
reduced economic activity from horse breeding and rac-
ing,” Staten said.  

With legalized sports betting, extra competition for bet-
ting dollars would negatively impact horse racing betting 
and reduce track purses. “Facing these multiple challeng-
es, it’s unlikely Kansas will see resumed horse racing in 
this state,” Staten said. 

Despite the availability of commercial insurance for 
equine-related business, premiums are often cost prohibi-
tive, it was pointed out. 

Many retailers do not offer farm sales tax exemption on 
equine products out of concern that sales are for hobby-
ists. The seller then becomes responsible for remittance. 

Weather-related incidences, natural overgrowth, and 
trail use erosion, create an ongoing need for required at-
tention and upkeep to equestrian trails. Governing agen-
cies supply routine maintenance staff and volunteers 
make up the balance.  

Due to the vastness of trails and ever-changing needs, 
there is a funding and staffing shortfall to maintain con-
tinuous oversight.  

Additional opportunities for new trail development ex-
ist, but with concerns over trail maintenance challenges, 
these opportunities are not pursued ambitiously. 

Still there have been key successes in the equine indus-
try. Included are facility improvements at Hutchinson’s 
Kansas State Fairgrounds, Topeka’s Stormont Vail Events 
Center, and Kansas City’s American Royal.  

Back County Horsemen of Kansas is developing new 
chapters for trail development and maintenance in the 
state.  

Kansas equine industry leaders will continue collab-
orating development and implementation of long-term 
strategic growth strategy with key partners.  

“We are working to enable an environment that encour-
ages growth in the equine industry,” Staten said. “That 
includes eliminating barriers that prevent investment in 
equine facilities and enterprises. 

“We hope to develop statewide equine exposition desti-
nations ranging from world-class events to smaller activ-
ities with more specific needs.”

SURVEY Continued from P. 2


