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Fair photos are 
scattered through-
out this week’s 
edition. You’ll find 
them on pages 2, 3, 
6 and 7

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:A Word, or two, from the EditorA Word, or two, from the Editor

Fair photosFair photos

News News 
briefsbriefs

Herman,  
Kickhaefer  
reunion planned

The Herman and Amelia 
Kickhaefer Reunion will 
be at noon on Sunday, Aug. 
7 at the Methodist church 
Fellowship Hall in Wood-
bine. All descendants are 
asked to bring a covered 
dish, salad, or dessert. Fam-
ily members are asked to 
notify others who may not 
have received this notifica-
tion. The Clara (Kickhae-
fer) Pufahl families will be 
hosting this year. 

Chapman  
library hosts 
telescope event

Chapman Public Library 
invite people to learn about 
its telescope at 1 p.m. July 
19. Jerelyn Ramirez with the 
Kansas Astronomical Observ-
ers will give the presentation. 
Reservations are requested by 
July 16.

Blood donors 
are needed

In June, the Red Cross 
collected approximately 
12% fewer blood donations 
than needed to sustain a 
sufficient blood supply — 
one of the largest blood do-
nation shortfalls in a single 
month in recent years. 

In hopes of increasing 
the supply a blood drive is 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Friday, July 15 at the 
First Baptist Church 201 E. 
Hawley St., Herington.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

As temperatures soar, 
children flock to area 
swimming pools. While 
they have fun, cooling 
off and splashing around, 
they don’t give much 
thought to safety — that 
responsibility falls on 
the shoulders of the life-
guards.

At Chapman, it’s a team 
of three adult managers 
and 12 teenagers.

“We’re really bless-
ed to have the staff that 
we have,” said Joannie 
Hayden, Nicole Howard 
and Brenda Blocker. “We 
have not only quantity 
but we have quality. A 
lot of pools are short on 
lifeguards this summer, 
it’s a nationwide short-
age. We’ve always been 
blessed to have at least a 
dozen lifeguards here at 
Chapman.”

She said she is also im-
pressed with the quality 
of the young people she 
works with who have dif-
ferent levels of experience.

“We have a couple of 
guards who’ve been with 
us for four years,” she 
said. “We have several 

where this is their first 
guarding experience and 
first time teaching swim-
ming lessons, but they re-
ally do a good job.”

The importance of the 
work they do isn’t lost on 
lifeguards Colt Sell and 
Nicole Blocker. Both are 
18 years old and this is 
their fourth year working 
as lifeguards. The job is 

fun, but it comes with a 
level of stress.

“The most stressful 
thing for me is just recog-
nizing that I’m responsible 
for the safety of all of the 
people swimming, and it’s 
my job to keep them safe 
and having a good time,” 
Sell said.

Lifeguards keep watch 
over young swimmers

See POOL P. 6

Letters to the Editor
In keeping with DCNT policy, this is the last week 

for letters to the editor of a political nature until after 
the Aug. 2 election.

Digital edition
The DCNT prints an eight page paper with 10 pages 

on the second and third weeks of the month. There is 
a lot of content that often cannot make it in because of 
space. That content is put on the website. Occasionally, 
our digital subscribers will also receive a supplement 
to the week’s edition with content that will not appear 
in print. If you are a digital subscriber you can expect 
out first DCNT Supplement in you email this week.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Herington’s first mud run 
is scheduled for July 23 and 
24 but in a classic case of 
NIMBY - Not In My Back 
Yard - neighbors around 
Tripp Field are not too hap-
py about it.

About 50 people showed 
up at the city commission 

meeting July 6 - some who 
support bringing the event 
into town, others who op-
pose not the event, but 
where it’s planned for. 

“It’s not that I’m against 
a mud run because I’m 
not,” said Pam Dalton, who 
lives  in the 600 block of 
South B Street. “It sounds 
like a heck of a lot of fun - 
go do it. If that’s your thing 

and that’s what you want to 
do, go do it but find an ap-
propriate place.”

Tripp Field is in a resi-
dential neighborhood be-
tween A and D streets and 
is flanked on two sides 
by homes on Hawley and 
Franklynn streets.

Neighbors concerned  
about Tripp Field plan 
Mud run scheduled for July 23, 24

See TRIPP P. 9

Gail Parsons
Lifeguards at Chapman pool pull double duty as they 
teach swim lessons in the morning and watch over the 
children in the afternoon.

Back
MyIn Yard

Gail Parsons
Yellow tape marks of where a mud run will be dug out 
at Tripp Field, Herington. INSET: A marker at the flag-
pole recognizes the donation of the land by Ray Tripp.

Not

Youth, animals highlighted at fair
Gail Parsons | DCNT photo

The three-day Tri-County Free Fair brought  dozens of youth from the around the region to Herington July 8 through 10. Their skills were 
put to the test in an assortment of contests from showmanship to baking and photography. They also showed a wide range of animals they 
have raised, some as pets others for food. TOP LEFT: 4-Her’s try to keep their swine in the judges sight as they move around the arena July 
10. TOP RIGHT: Mariette Thibadeaut, 9, with the Dwight Sunflowers keeps her toy Australian Shepherd seated during the dog show July 9: 
BOTTOM LEFT: Judge Jarod Hoffman from White City watches as 4-H’ers move their Hereford steers around the arena July 10. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Asher Hulsey, 13, with the Navarre Boosters, watches as John Norton judges his silkie chicken, for which he earned a blue ribbon.

New districts are drawnNew districts are drawn
With an elec-

tion coming up 
in a few weeks, 
people might 
want to check 
out changes 
made to districts 
in Dickinson 
County. See the 
story on page 3.
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ObituariesObituaries

Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

June 27 to July 4
Arrests
June 29, 5:30 p.m., 26 

E. Second Ave., Crisetta Jo 
Middleton, domestic bat-
tery

June 29, 3:20 p.m., 509 
Layton Lane, Sean Miche-
al Hall, criminal damage to 

property
June 29, 3:15 p.m., 509 

Layton Lane, Cassie Jo 
Pemberton, domestic bat-
tery

June 29, 5:05 p.m., 109 
E. First St., failure to appear

Reports
June 29, 1:30 p.m., 509 

Layton Lane, domestic dis-
turbance

June 29, 3 p.m., 26 E. 
Second Ave., battery

Law Enforcement Report

Marlene Yvonne Dalquest
June 28, 2002

Marlene Yvonne 
Dalquest was born in 
rural Wilsey, Kansas 
to Ora “Shorty” Garr 
Bullock and

Luella Marie Block 
Bullock. She left this 
world to be with her 
Lord and Savior on 
June 28, 2022, at Di-
versicare of Council 
Grove.

Marlene graduated from Wilsey Rural 
High school in 1953 as valedictorian of 
her class. On July 15, 1956, she married 
Gary Dalquest at the Wilsey Christian 
Church.

After high school Marlene worked at 
Farmers and Drovers Bank as a book-
keeper, teller and secretary to the bank 
president. For 20 years Marlene and Gary 
owned and operated Dalquest

Feed and Grain in Wilsey. During this 
time, she was also a homemaker and 
raised her two children. 

Marlene then became the deputy coun-
ty treasurer of Morris County, where 
she assisted the county treasurer, Donna 
Muller. She then became a State of Kan-
sas child support collections officer, until 
her retirement in 2004 at the age of 69.

After retirement, Marlene enjoyed her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
mowing her yard and working in her gar-
den. Marlene was always willing to give 
of her time to the community.

She was a lifetime resident of Wilsey. 
Marlene helped form and served as sec-
retary of the Board of Directors for the 
first community owned grocery store in 
Kansas. She was a devout member of 
the Wilsey Christian Church, where she 
could often be found in the kitchen serv-
ing for Vacation Bible School, funerals, 
and other church events. She also served 
on the church board and was treasurer for 
many years.

Even though she was never a 4-H mem-
ber as a child, when her children were in-
volved in 4-H, she became involved. She 
became a foods and sewing project lead-
er, as well as a community leader for the 
Wilsey Busy Bees 4-H Club for 4 years.

Marlene was a founding member of 
the Morris County Historical Society 
as well as a member of the Rebekah 
Lodge. She was a talented pianist and 
loved music. Her classmates remem-
ber her playing before school and the 
students gathering around to sing with 
her. She also enjoyed participating in 
high school plays and musicals. Her 
home was always filled with music. Her 
family could be found gathered around 
the piano while she played and they all 
sang.

Marlene is survived by one daughter, 
Tamara Wainwright and husband Don of 
St. George; one son, Clay Dalquest and 
wife Lori of Wilsey; four grandchildren, 
Kyle Wainwright and wife Nicole of St. 
George, Erin Burkhead and husband Mi-
chael of Basehor, Carissa and

Cassidy Dalquest of Wilsey; 3 
great-grandchildren, Austin and Adam 
Wainwright and Bode Burkhead, with 2 
more on the way; and a host of relatives 
and friends. 

Marlene was preceded in death by her 
husband, Gary, her parents and one broth-
er, Eugene. 

A visitation will be 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 7 at Sawyer Funeral 
Home, Council Grove and funeral ser-
vices will be at 10 a.m., Friday, July 8 at 
the Wilsey Christian Church. Burial to 
follow at Wilsey Cemetery.

Memorial contributions can be made to 
the Wilsey Christian Church and sent in 
care of Sawyer

Funeral Home, PO Box 273, Council 
Grove, KS 66846. Condolences may be 
left at www.sawyerchapel.com.

Shirley Kay Harmon
Nov. 25, 1935 - July 2, 2022

Shirley Kay Bell 
was born on Nov. 25, 
1935 at the Methodist 
Church parsonage in 
Cedar Bluffs, Kansas. 
Her parents were James 
R’Leigh Bell and Lu-
cille Lydia Nemeth Bell. 

Shirley graduated 
from Herington High 
School in 1953. Her 
dream was to become 
a hairdresser. In high 
school Shirley had good grades. She was 
a baton twirler and drum majorette with 
the band. Shirley worked babysitting, at 
the Frigid Queen, and as a nurse’s aide. 
Shirley has lived in Cedar Bluffs, Ober-
lin, Norton, Hays, Manhattan, Wichita, 
and Herington Kansas. She has also lived 
in Kentucky, Tennessee, California, and 
Missouri.

 Shirley graduated from Venus 
Cosmetology School in Wichita in 1954. 
She then married Donald Herpich on 
Dec. 13, 1954. Don served in the Army, 
and they lived in different places during 
that time. Tom was born at Ft. Ord, Ca, 
and Kerry at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missou-
ri. After discharge the couple lived on a 
farm in rural Herington. Gene, Scott, and 
Lori arrived and completed their family. 
Shirley was very happy raising her fam-
ily on the farm. Many good times were 
had working together as a family. Church 
was very important to Shirley. She and 
the children were baptized together at the 
First Christian Church. Shirley realized 
her dream of being a cosmetologist. She 
had her beauty shop in 5 different loca-
tions. She had many happy clients and 
worked for nearly 40 years. A favorite 
memory of Shirley’s was winning a red 
Ford Pinto car at a cosmetology conven-
tion in Wichita.

Shirley and Lester Harmon were mar-
ried on Sept. 29, 1983 at the Christian 
Church in Herington. Lester worked as 
a railroader and Shirley worked in her 
beauty shop. Shirley and Lester kept 
very busy with their family. Shirley was 
very talented at cooking, baking, sewing, 
home decorating, painting, and garden-
ing. Her cream pies were a special favor-
ite of her family.

They took many memorable vacations 
and visited family, including Shirley’s 
brothers, James and Ken in California. Shir-
ley has visited Washington D.C. and had 
taken some RV trips to Texas and Mexico.

Shirley and Lester have been very bless-
ed with eight children and many grand-
children and great-grandchildren. Shirley 
has spent lots of time enjoying her family 
and friends. Her loving family includes, 
Lester Harmon of Topeka; Tom Herpich 
(Connie) of Burdick; Kerry Swinney 
(Ken) of Derby; Gene Herpich, deceased 
(Alfrieda) of Burdick, Scott Herpich 
(Kathy) of Herington; Lori Hughes (Art) 
of Wichita; brothers James Bell (Susan) of 
Santa Monica, California; Kenneth Bell 
of Herington. Stepchildren, Rick Harmon 
(Connie) of Basehor; Lesli Girard (Tim) of 
Topeka; and Kim Nikoliasen (Kerry) of St 
Louis, Missouri. 

Shirley passed away on July 2, 2022 at 
Brookdale Senior Living, Derby. She was 
preceded in death by her son, Gene, and her 
parents. Family and friends will gather to 
remember Shirley at 10 a.m. Saturday, July 
9, at the First Christian Church, Herington. 
Funeral will follow at 11 a.m. led by Pastor 
Shawn Baird. She will be laid to rest in Sun-
set Hill Cemetery following the service. Ya-
zel-Megli Funeral Home, Herington is serv-
ing the family. Memorial contributions may 
be made in Shirley’s name directed to the 
First Christian Church, 15 S First St., Her-
ington, KS 67449, or Phoenix Home Care 
& Hospice, 3450 N Rock Rd, Bldg 200, Ste 
213, Wichita, KS 67226, or be left with the 
funeral home.

MARLENE YVONNE 
DALQUEST

Employees donate to 
Neighbor to Neighbor

Courtesy photo
Employees of Memorial Health System wore blue jeans at work for a Jeans Day fund-
raiser on Fridays in June. Employees make a donation, of at least $5, and are allowed 
to wear blue jeans at work. A donation of $605 was presented to Neighbor to Neighbor 
in Abilene. Neighbor to Neighbor is a community space, a safe place, which welcomes 
women of all walks of life who wish to share their time and talent with one another, with or 
without children. The Neighbor to Neighbor Food for Families program has seen a recent 
increase for its service. Anyone who would like to donate or help may call (785) 200-6750. 
The monthly Jeans Day fundraiser is organized by the MHS Employer of Choice commit-
tee. Pictured from left are: Matilda Calvin, MHS employee; Billy Hansen, EOC committee 
member; Sister Loretta Jasper, Neighbor to Neighbor Director; Tom Schwartz, Chairman 
of the Board for Neighbor to Neighbor; and Pam Schoemaker, EOC committee member.

SHIRLEY KAY 
HARMON

Special to the DCNT

Shortly before 4 p.m. 
Thursday July 7 a sus-
pect in a July 6 shooting 
turned himself into the 
Dickinson County Jail.

Police officers were 
dispatched to a reported 
shooting at the intersec-
tion of South B and Day 
streets in Herington, on 
Wednesday, July 6. The 

suspect was identified as 
26-year-old Travis Rich-
ardson of Abilene. 

Richardson confronted 
another subject who was 
walking at the South B and 
Day streets intersection 
following a confronta-
tion at a nearby residence. 
Richardson produced a 
semi-automatic pistol and 
fired 14 times at the victim 
before fleeing the scene.

No one was hurt as a 
result of the shooting, 
although some personal 
property was damaged 
by the rounds fired in the 
area. 

The investigation is still 
ongoing, and the Her-
ington Police Department 
requests people contact 
them if they have informa-
tion, which may be helpful 
to the case.

Police investigate shooting

Tri-County Chamber to 
dissolve its organization
DCNT Staff Report

 
The Tri-County Cham-

ber of Commerce is in the 
process of dissolving the 
organization.

In response to a query by 
the Dickinson County News 
Times, the board issued a 
written statement explaining 
its recent decisions to shut 
down.

“For the past several years 
the Chamber board has at-
tempted to infuse energy into 
the business community and 
has attempted to improve net-
working between local busi-
nesses,” the statement read. 
“Despite numerous attempts 
at events, and other possible 
ways to get business owners 
together, those efforts have 
not been successful.  Sec-
ondly, each year the board 
finds themselves in the same 
cycle of recruiting, hiring 
and training a director for the 
organization and then repeti-

tively running the day to day 
operation of the organization, 
which is labor intensive and 
counterproductive to the goal 
of growth of the organization 
and really outside of the scope 
of a board of directors, which 
should instead be fiduciary 
oversight and accountability.  
Couple this with the on-go-
ing concerns from business 
owners that the value of the 
chamber of commerce in this 
community is questionable, 
the loss of membership and 
other challenges, the board of 
directors voted to disband the 
chamber.”

According to the statement 
the discussion of closing has 
been recurring for a couple of 
years.

Now the discussion is how 
to best dispose of the organi-
zation’s assets.

According to state statute 
17-6805a when a not-for-
profit organization dissolves, 
all assets that remain after 

the payment of liabilities 
are to be disposed: “(1) In 
accordance with the purpos-
es of the corporation, in the 
manner determined by the 
board of directors or govern-
ing body, or (2) to organiza-
tions qualified for exemption 
under section 501(c)(3) … 
and specified by the board of 
directors or governing body. 
Any assets of the corpora-
tion not so disposed of shall 
be disposed of by the district 
court of the county where the 
principal office of the corpo-
ration is then located, exclu-
sively for the purposes or to 
the organizations provided 
above, as determined by the 
court.

The chamber board is look-
ing at its options for disposal 
of its assets.

“These decisions are still 
under discussion and will be 
done with a community-fo-
cus and legal guidance,” the 
statement read.

DCNT Staff Report

The 2022 Tri-Coun-
ty Free Fair king and 
queen are Allison Rose, 
15, and Austin Fink, 17; 
first attendant is Annalee 
Greene, 16, all of them are 
members of the Holland 
Sunflowers.

The king and queen were 
announced just prior to the 
start of the rodeo in Her-
ington July 9.

Allison and Austin spent 
the next two days of the 
fair handing out ribbons to 
youth at the show rings and 
leading by example.

Being 4-H queen is an 
opportunity to show leader-
ship and promote 4-H in the 
community, Allison said. 

“4-H gives you great 
opportunities to meet new 
people and make new con-
nections,” she said. “I made 
a lot of friends through 

different leadership expe-
riences through 4-H and 
I just really like the atmo-
sphere and all the people.”

This is Austin’s last year 
in 4-H and being named 
king wasn’t something he 
saw coming when he was 
younger.

“I never saw myself do-
ing something like this and 
here I am today — it shows 
what 4-H can do for a per-
son,” he said.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
From left Allison Rose, 15, Austin Fink, 17, and Annalee Green, 16, all members of 
the Holland Sunflowers wait to enter the rodeo arena for the announcement of the 
2022 Central Kansas Free Fair king and queen July 8.

2022 fair royalty named

office@ 
dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Thursday
July 14

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neighbor 
to Neighbor, 8003 N. Ce-
dar, Abilene. There is no 
cost but appointments are 
necessary for a 15-minute 
session. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

9 a.m. Summer reading 
at Herington library, kin-
dergarten and younger; 
10 a.m. for older children

10:15 a.m. Storytime at 
Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

Friday
July 15

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; early 
bird 6:30 p.m., regular: 7 
p.m. 

Saturday
July 16

11:30 a.m., 1:10 p.m., 
3:30 p.m., Old Abilene 
Gunfighters at Old 
Abilene Town

Sunday
July 17

1:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
Old Abilene Gunfighters 
at Old Abilene Town

Monday
July 18

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. USD 487 
Board of Education 
Meeting

7 to 8 p.m. Elder Sup-
port Group at Cham-
ber Boardroom, 106 N. 
Broadway, Herington

7 p.m. DAV Meeting, 
Ashland Community 

Church, 2151 W 32nd 
Ave, Manhattan, KS

Tuesday
July 19

12:45 p.m. Pool tourna-
ment, Abilene Senior Center

5:30 p.m. City Commis-
sion Meeting at Herington 
City Hall, 17 N. Broadway

6 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary 
monthly meeting at Amer-
ican Legion Hall, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington

6:30 p.m. Bereavement 
Support Group at Home 
Health & Hospice Confer-
ence Room, 11 N. Broad-
way, Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas Cof-
fee & Ice Cream, 428 N. 
Marshall St., Chapman

Wednesday
July 20

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Cath-
olic Charities Mobile Out-
reach, St. Andrew, Fourth 
Street, Abilene

Noon to 1 p.m. Tri—
County Chamber Board 
Meeting at Chamber 
Boardroom, 106 N. Broad-
way St., Herington

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. free 
haircuts for children and 
adults, by appointment, call 
785.200.6750, Neighbor to 
Neighbor, 8003 N. Cedar, 
Abilene

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Ameri-
can Legion monthly meet-
ing, American Legion Hall, 
501 Sun Lane, Herington

By Gail Parsons 
DCNT News Editor

Building the Future. Em-
bracing the Past is the theme 
for this year’s Solomon Fes-
tival July 15 and 16.

Committee member 
Katelan Turner said the 
theme was chosen in rec-
ognition of all the projects 
going on in town.

“We’re doing construc-
tion theme because we’re 
there’s a lot of new stuff 
going on in Solomon like 
the new school and the new 

bar in town — all kinds of 
stuff,” she said.

The Solomon Festival 
has been an annual event 
since 1976 when the festi-
val committee took it over 
from the Lion’s Club.

The two-day event will 
have activities, entertain-
ment and tournaments in-
cluding comedy and music 
by Jaron Bell on Friday, 
July 15

“We brought back the 
frog races and the street 
dance is back down on 
the street on the corner or 

Poplar and Main,” Turner 
said. 

Entertainment for the street 
dance is country music by the 
Lazy Wayne Band. Buttons 
for the street dance are $10 in 
advance and $15 at the gate 
they are available at Bush’s 
Market in Solomon.

The rest of the festival it 
free.

Friday, July 15
6 p.m. — Baby beauty con-

test, registration at 5:30 p.m.
7 p.m. — Parade, line up 

at 6:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m. — Scavenger 
hunt

8 p.m. — Comedy and 
country music with Jaron Bell

Saturday, July 16
7:45 a.m. — Flag raising 

by Cub Scouts, Pack 80
8:00 a.m. — Pancake 

feed sponsored by Lucin-
da’s Katering and SHS 
Sports

8:00 a.m. — Show and 
Shine care show, registra-
tion until 10 a.m.,

9 a.m. — Volleyball tourna-
ment (registration closed July 9)

9:00 a.m. — Vendors un-
til 2 p.m.

9:00 a.m. — Turtle and 
frog races

9:30 a.m. — Bounce 
housed and kids games un-
til 1:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m. — Hay scram-
ble

10:00 a.m. — Corn hole 
tournament, registration 
starts at 9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. — Horseshoe 
tournament, registration 
starts at 10 a.m.

11:00 a.m. Tractor pull 
sponsored by Abilene 

Machine, registration starts 
at 10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m. — Bingo
12:30 p.m. — Kids races
1:30 p.m. — Show and 

Shine car show judging 
presentation

2 p.m. — Free swim at 
the Solomon Pool until 4 
p.m.

9 p.m. to 1 a.m. — Street 
dance with the Lazy Wayne 
Band at Main and Pop-
lar streets, gates open at 8 
p.m., ages 18 and older

Coolers are welcome but 
no glass.

Special to the DCNT 
Dickinson County Public 
Information office

Due to redistricting, Dick-
inson County residents will 
be voting for representatives 
in different districts in up-
coming elections.

“There are changes in what 
district you are in now and 
who you vote for,” said Dick-
inson County Clerk/Election 
Officer Jeanne Livingston.

The following has 
changed:

State Board of Education: 
District #6 — now, all of 
Dickinson County is in Dis-
trict #7. 

Kansas House of Repre-
sentatives: Herington is now 
in the 70th District; previ-
ously it was in the 68th. 

Everything north of 
U.S. Highway 18 now is 
in the 64th District, while 
the remainder of Dickin-
son County remains in the 
70th District. 

Kansas Senate: All of 
Dickinson County now 
is in the 24th Senate Dis-
trict; previously, Dickinson 
County was in Kansas Sen-
ate districts 24 and 35. 

Anyone with questions 
should call the Dickinson 
County Clerk’s Office at 
(785) 263-3774.

The primary election will 
be held Tuesday, Aug. 2.

Important dates
Tuesday, July 12 is the 

last day to register to vote. 
Wednesday, July 13, ad-

vance voting begins with ad-
vance ballots being mailed 
out. It’s also the first day for 
walk-in voting in the court-
house from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
in the clerk’s office.

The county clerk/elec-
tion office can be reached 
by calling (785) 263-3774. 
The county website is dk-
coks.gov.

July 26 is the final day to 
apply for an advance ballot 
to be mailed. 

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Thank you so much for my family for 
the lovely luncheon and gifts on my 97th 
birthday, also many of friends for the 
lovely cards, including Coach Bill Self, 
also phone calls I received.

I sincerely appreciate each of you from 
the bottom of my heart. Thanks again,

S.S. Juneau

Solomon kicks off two-day festival on Friday

Voting districts 
changed after 
redistricting

Rodeo draws crowd to fair
Gail Parsons | DCNT photo

A bronc rider is thrown into the air moments before hitting the ground at the Tri-County Free Fair rodeo July 8. 

Fair: Day one — games, contests

Gail Parsons | DCNT photos
Day one of the Tri-County 
Free Fair included a commu-
nity carnival, parade, and the 
judging of the static entries. 
TOP LEFT: Herington vol-
unteer firefighter Mckenna 
Schlesener shows Jameson 
Carlson, 2, and Maddilynn 
Carlson, 4, of Burdick how 
to use a fire hose. TOP 
RIGHT: Callie Diepen-
brock, 4, of Lincolnville has 
a full pull on the pedal trac-
tor. LEFT: Camdyn Jajek, 
8, with the Tampa Triple T’s 
4-H listens as Mindy An-
dres tells him what she likes 
about one of his photos. He 
walked away with one purple 
and two blue ribbons.
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By Mark Will
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125 years ago, 1897
CHILDREN’S AID SO-

CIETY — A company of 
boys from 
10 to 16 
years of 
age from 
the farm 
school at 
the Chil-
dren’s Aid 
S o c i e t y 
of New 
Y o r k 
will be 
at Council Grove July 23rd 
and those wanting to adopt 
may have the privilege of 

doing so. All the society 
asks is that they be fed, 
clothed, and schooled un-
til they are 18 years of age. 
(The Children’s Aid Society 
was founded in 1853 by con-
cern over the unprecedented 
number of impoverished 
immigrant children that 
were turning to crime, beg-
ging, sweeping streets, be-
coming homeless, or selling 
matches on the streets. The 
C.A.S. transported children 
aboard “Orphan Trains” all 
over the United States and 
were pioneers in the devel-
opment of foster care for 
children. Several families 
in Herington received foster 
or adopted children through 
this program.)

100 years ago, 1922
THE NATIONAL 

GUARD HERE — 162 
National Guardsman have 
been sent here by orders of 
the Governor. They have 
set up patrol at the Rock 
Island shops, depot, and on 
the Mo. Pac. Lines. Also 
arriving on Tuesday were 
about 15 strike-breakers 
with a guard of about 6 
men who carried rifles as 
long as the Herington lamp 
posts. The Sheriff arrested 
four men who were ac-
cused of assaulting a Rock 

Island janitor who had 
been hired to load ice into 
rail cars in place of one of 
the strikers.

75 years ago, 1947
MONEY IN FOR 7 

BUILDINGS — A check 
for the purchase of seven 
former Herington Army Air 
Field buildings, to be used 
as a hospital in Herington, 
was sent to the War Assets 
Administration on Satur-
day. The buildings include 
the central heating plant, 
eye, ear, nose, and throat 
building; nurses’ quarters, 
surgery building, dental 
building, kitchen, and ad-
ministration building. These 
buildings are to be erected 

on the east side of the prop-
erty on South C Street and 
when completed will pro-
vide a 30-bed hospital.

50 years ago, 1972
CELEBRATES 50 

YEARS IN DENTAL 
PRACTICE — Fifty years 
ago, Dr. Harry D. Mosier 
started his practice of den-
tistry in the Dr. Blachly 
office. The building was lo-
cated at the corner of Broad-
way and Day Streets. Dr. 
Mosier was born in 1898 in 
a sod house on a ranch near 
Hoxie, Kansas and attend-
ed his first years of grade 
school also in a “soddie.” 
He graduated from Sheri-
dan County High School in 

1916 and taught at a country 
school for one year. He then 
attended the University of 
Kanas for one year and then 
enlisted in the U. S. Army 
during World War I. After 
his discharge, he enrolled in 
the School of Dentistry at 
Kansas City and graduated 
in 1922 and came to Her-
ington and started his ca-
reer as a dentist. He and his 
wife, Josephine have two 
sons; Dr. Harry D. Mosier, 
Jr. of Los Angeles, and Dr. 
Richard M. Mosier who is 
in practice of dentistry with 
his father in Herington. 
Herington Historical Society 
& Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday.

Orphan train to stop in Council Grove

MARK WILL
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EDITORS NOTE — In 
keeping with the DCNT 
guidelines of 500 words per 
Letter to the Editor. John 
Barker’s lengthy response 
to several letters written 
in support of his opponent 
was split into four letters — 
this is the final letter.

Dear Editor
I would like to address 

Value Them Both consti-
tutional amendment. Prior 
to the session, I assisted 
with drafting the amend-
ment’s language. In Jan-
uary I introduced it in the 
House through the Fed & 
State Committee. I then 
set a hearing for a few 

days later. Our committee 
received testimony from 
64 conferees, both for and 
against. On March 11, I ac-
cepted a motion to pass the 
bill out favorably. Several 
amendments were offered. 
I assigned my Vice Chair, 
Tory Amberger-Blew to 
carry this crucial legislation 
on the floor of the House 
where it passed and went 
to the Senate where it also 
passed and will now go to 
the voters on August 2.

In 2016, my colleagues 
and I passed the law ban-
ning dismemberment 
abortions. That law went 
to the courts where it was 
declared unconstitutional. 

That ruling put every rea-
sonable regulation on abor-
tion in danger and made 
Value Them Both essential.

For the last decade, I 
have been a leading advo-
cate for pro-life issues in 
the legislature. Nearly ev-
ery pro-life bill in that time 
has gone through the com-
mittee I Chair. In that time, 
I have never

heard from my opponent 
on pro-life issues. Where 
has he been? I hope he is 
the advocate for life. He 
says he is, but he, unfortu-
nately, does not have a vot-
ing record or a track record 
on these issues.

My history of defend-

ing the most vulnerable 
extends to my work on 
legislation combatting the 
horrific practice of human 
trafficking. I’m proud to 
say that the legislature has 
passed every bill

the Attorney General has 
brought to us on the topic, 
including major changes 
in 2017, 2018, and 2021 to 
protect and assist the vic-
tims of human trafficking.

Finally, I would like to 
briefly address the topic of 
sanctuary cities. Wyandotte 
County recently passed an 
ordinance in an effort to 
ban local police from co-
operating with federal im-
migration authorities. The 

ordinance also contained 
provisions related to mu-
nicipal ID cards for illegal 
aliens.

The Attorney General 
asked if I would help in-
troduce a bill addressing 
these issues and I’m hap-
py with what we were able 
to accomplish. The bill we 
passed barred municipal IDs 
from being used for voting 
and prevented the county 
from barring law enforce-
ment from cooperating with 
immigration authorities. 
That bill is now law.

Finally, I want to say it 
has been an honor to serve 
the people of the 70 District 
over the last several years 

and I am proud that we have 
been able to accomplish so 
much together. As the Chair 
of the Fed & State Commit-
tee and Chair of the House 
Investigative Committee, 
you can rely on your inter-
ests receiving the attention 
they deserve in Topeka. If 
you have questions about 
my record and time in the 
statehouse, just ask me di-
rectly. I look forward to 
hearing from many of my 
constituents both new and 
old over the coming months 
and hope to continue repre-
senting you in the Capitol 
for another term.

John Barker
Abilene

Dear Editor

My name is Scott Hill 
and I appreciate the Dick-
inson County News-Times’ 
commitment to free speech. 
Meeting so many wonder-
ful people in central Kan-
sas during this campaign 
continues to be a great joy. 
I look forward to bringing 
vision and leadership to 
Kansas policymaking as 
your next Representative 
of the 70th district for the 
great state of Kansas. 

Unfortunately, my op-
ponent and his supporters 
have fabricated outright lies 
about my past service to 
Kansas. When a campaign 

focuses on mudslinging it 
indicates either a shortage 
of accomplishments or vi-
sion. The truth is, I never 
missed a board meeting in 
the 3 years and 7 months I 
served on the State Board 
of Education until I re-
signed in July 2000 in or-
der to manage my parents’ 
15,000 acre ranch in Mon-
tana following my father’s 
heart attack and subsequent 
death. I was never sued by 
Chapman parents or any-
one else, especially since 
that area was never in my 
district. Due to redistricting 
approved by the incumbent, 
I have purchased a home in 
Abilene where I currently 

live, while operating my 
farm in northern Dickinson 
County.

In looking at the needs of 
the 70th district, the issues 
we are facing are where 
we should be focusing our 
attention. The question of 
how we are formulating 
policy to assure a better 
future for us, our children, 
and grandchildren should 
be asked and answered.

In the last ten years we’ve 
seen a 10% population de-
cline while at the same time 
property taxes have risen 
by 40%. 

We’ve seen the State 
budget balloon by $12 bil-
lion (120% increase). 

We’ve seen common 
sense abortion laws struck 
down. 

We’ve seen inflation soar 
to 40-year highs, which 
hits particularly hard on 
people making their living 
from transportation and 
agriculture. 

Our students have an ed-
ucational gap, thanks to the 
Covid vacation our legisla-
ture allowed to happen. 

Small businesses have 
not recovered from the 
forced closures that the 
legislature allowed to 
happen.

I believe a new vision is 
needed to provide opportu-
nity to rural Kansas. 

Let’s provide economic 
incentives to small business-
es to locate in rural Kansas.

Let’s encourage innova-
tion and excellence in public 
education. 

Let’s create true equity in 
our government by support-
ing term limits. 

Let’s increase safety 
and protection of school 
children through common 
sense application of the 2nd 
amendment. 

Let’s debate and pass 
meaningful limitations on 
abortion. 

Let’s provide tax relief 
that is effective and encour-
ages farms and businesses to 
expand.

Please join me in this 
vision to make Kansas 
the best place to live and 
raise our future genera-
tions by voting for me, 
Scott Hill, on August 2nd. 
If you have any questions 
regarding my service 
in the Kansas Board of 
Education or my vision 
for the future of Kansas, 
please contact me or view 
my Facebook site “Scott 
Hill for Kansas.”

 I invite my opponent to 
a fair and open debate to 
discuss the future of Kan-
sas. The public deserves to 
hear the policy differences 
between the two of us.

Scott Hill

Dear Editor,
 
We have the right to vote 

this August 2 against “abor-
tion rights,” and to instead 
choose to value both mothers 
and their little unwanted ba-
bies. “The Science” knows 
conclusively that a child’s 
human life begins at concep-
tion, while the Word of God 
informs us that He himself 

knows us in the womb and 
even before our conceptions.                                                                                                                                     
Our country guarantees the 
right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.  The 
life of a conceived preg-
nancy is a unique HUMAN 
BABY, so fragile and so 
precious, no matter if it is 
wanted or unwanted.  How 
can anyone claim a right to 
its murder in the name of 

“forced birthing”? How can 
anyone claim there is a guar-
anteed “liberty of murder,” 
or a guaranteed “pursuit of 
happiness in profits from 
sales of baby body parts” 
in such an act as abortion?                                                                                                                                        
Just as the blood of Abel in 
Genesis cried out from the 
earth to God to protest his 
murder at the hand of his own 
brother, the blood of millions 

of our aborted children is 
crying out to God from trash 
cans, toilets, dumpsters, ditch-
es, and freezers to protest their 
murders at the hands of moth-
ers, fathers, abortionists, and 
Planned Parenthood through 
pills and dismemberments.  
There is a reckoning coming 
if we do not turn this ship now. 

Anne Clark
Morganville

To the Editor:

Thank you to Represen-
tative John Barker for be-
ing a strong voice for Mar-
ion County.

With the increasing traf-
fic to Pilsen to visit Father 
Kapaun’s home, upgrad-
ing the roads has become 
a critical issue for Mari-
on County. Representa-
tive Barker coordinated a 
meeting with the Secretary 
of Kansas Department of 

Transportation, Senator 
Wilborn, Representative 
Barker and Marion Coun-
ty to explore options and 
opportunities for the State 
to partner in those proj-
ects. He has also made 
legislative plans with the 
Transportation Committee 
to provide vital financial 
assistance.

When there are proposals 
in Topeka to put extra bur-
dens on the Counties, Rep-
resentative Barker is on the 

phone or visiting in person 
to get the local perspective 
and fight for us. Whether 
it be election laws or law 
enforcement issues, he is in 
contact with County lead-
ers. The same applies to our 
cities/towns and individu-
als.

When I think of other 
County elected officials 
such as Clerk, Treasurer or 
Sheriff, I think of qualities 
such as experience, profes-
sional, integrity and a drive 

to serve. When it comes to 
Commissioners or Legis-
lators, why not apply the 
same standard? Represen-
tative Barker has a life-
long proven track record 
of leadership and countless 
examples of helping Mar-
ion County, cities/towns 
and individuals.

Join me in supporting 
John Barker for House 
District 70.

David Mueller 
Tampa

Letter to the Editor 

Nearly 40 years ago, we 
befriended a new couple in 
town. John and April Bark-
er joined our community in 
1983 and never left. He is 
one of us. 

John worked hard for our 
county as an investigator. 
He was then appointed as 
a judge for the 8th district. 
April built a very success-
ful business as a trusted fi-
nancial advisor in Abilene. 
Due to the nature of his job, 
John wasn’t always able to 
be involved in certain as-
pects of the community. 

As soon as he retired, he 
knew he wanted to give 
back to the community that 
he had spent his career in. 
Running to represent us in 
Topeka was his way to do 
just that. 

Over the last 10 years, 
John has worked tirelessly 

to create, spearhead, and 
pass laws that benefit our 
county and our state. Not 
only was he a friend during 
this time, but I was able to 
work with him on a number 
of issues to better our city 
as the Parks & Recreation 
Director and eventually 
City Manager. 

Both Casey and I grew 
up in this community. and 
we know integrity when we 
see it. John Barker is a man 
of integrity. He has been 
a trusted friend for many 
years and we know that the 
70 th district can trust him 
too. We know he will con-
tinue to be the best choice 
for the Kansas House of 
Representatives. We are 
asking our fellow 70 th 
district registered voters to 
cast their ballots for John 
Barker on August 2.

Jane & Casey Foltz
Abilene

Barker addresses Value the Both, sanctuary cities

Scott Hill shares his vision for the future

Barker is good 
for 70th District

Thank you Representative Barker

Yes vote supported on Aug. 2
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Friday, July 15
Oven Fried Drumstick, 
Potato Salad, Baked 
Beans, Mandarin Orang-
es, Bread 
Monday, July 18
Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, 
Grean Beans, Strawber-
ry Shortcake, Garlic 
Stick
Tuesday, July 19
Taco Salad, Spanish Rice, 
Fiesta Corn, Cookie

Wednesday, July 20
Swiss Steak, Garlic 
Mashed Potatoes, Beets, 
Cinnamon Baked Ap-
ples, Roll
Thursday, July 21
Baked Potato Bar/Ba-
con, Cheese, Chives, 
Sour Cream 
Broccoli/
Cheese 
Soup, Pear 
Crisp, Roll

Friday, July 15
Sausage Gravy Over 
Biscuits, Hash Browns, 
Sliced Tomatoes, Pine-
apple
Monday, July 18
Polish Sausage in Bun, 
Cole Slaw, Watermelon 
and Cantaloupe
Tuesday, July 19
Taco Salad, Lettuce & 
Tomato, Chips & Salsa, 
Fruit, Cookies

Wednesday, July 20
Baked Ham, Sweet Po-
tatoes, Buttered Corn, 
Wheat Roll, Fruit
Thursday, July 21
Roast Turkey, Scal-
loped Potatoes, Candied 
Carrots, 
Hot 
Roll, 
Fruit 
Dessert

Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

I was running errands around 
town and made 
several stops. 
Suddenly on the 
way to my next

stop, my 
watch buzzed 
and informed 
me that I was no 
longer in con-
tact with my iP-
hone. I quickly 
returned to 
my last stop 

to search for my phone with 
no luck. Retracing my earlier 
movements yielded no success. 
I began to wonder if I had left 
home without it, and drove home 
again. As I walked in the house, 
my watch announced that I was 
back in the vicinity of my phone.

This raised a question for me. 
If I drove off and left my phone 
at home, why did it take so long 
for my watch to notify me that 
it was missing? Was it because 
most of my errands were within 
a block from the house? Maybe 
there was still a bit of connection 
until I covered the next block.

Maybe the notification was 
just that slow.

All this has me thinking about 
relationships. How and when do 
we lose connections with people 
we care about?

Perhaps it happens all at once 
with cross words and sharp dis-
agreement and we just sever the 
connection. I think more often, 
we can drift. Maybe a text or a 

call gets ignored or we postpone 
a conversation. I have experi-
enced situations like this and 
each passing day without contact 
makes it harder for me to reach 
out.

Sometimes I get caught up in 
the business of life and suddenly 
realize how long it has been since 
I visited, made a call, or wrote a 
letter. It makes me sad when this 
happens. Again, I can feel guilty, 
but sometimes I recognize that 
the one I am missing has not con-
tacted me either.

Thinking about that can lead to 
feelings of hurt or rejection.

When I am courageous, I make 
contact again and most often find 
the person I’ve been missing has 
been missing me as well and we 
pick up just where we left off. 
Occasionally, I find that the con-
nection remains broken. When 
that is the case, I give myself 
permission grieve as needed and 
to walk away.

Is there someone you are miss-
ing? Go ahead, give them a call, 
or send a text. You just may find 
that they have been missing you 
as well.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-212-0947 cell

Lost connections can be found again

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
No longer is it necessary 

to puff and 
sweat over 
the sum-
mer task 
of mow-
ing the 
l a w n …
that is if 
you hap-
pen to 
p o s s e s s 
a pow-
er propelled mower and 
with a comfortable seat at-
tached.  Dick Scanlan, who 
this summer is keeping the 
city’s park and playground 

lawns in perfect condition, 
happens to be one of those 
fortunate individuals. The 
trailer designed and man-
ufactured by Rudy Sejkora 
is a two-wheel trailer with 
a seat attached. It is at-
tached by a ball and socket 
hitch.  “It sure saves a lot 
of walking and the power 
propelled mower saves a 
lot of pushing, “Scanlan 
states. “I even ride it home 
to my meals and in high 
gear, the six-horsepower 
engine can send you right 
along.”

Wow, this would have 
been a sight to see!  Those 
who remember Rudy, know 
that he could make any-
thing work!  Pretty creative 
team!

50 years ago, 1972
Gary Root can be spot-

ted hitting the breeze on a 
brand new motorcycle, 100 
c.c. Yamaha – a first prize 
from the Reynolds Tobac-
co Co. He sent in two emp-
ty Winston cigarette pack-
ages with a properly filled 
out coupon and he hit the 
jackpot.  

He won two bright 
green motorcycles and 
sold them both a few 
years later.  If I remem-
ber right, I am not sure 

the empty cigarette pack-
ages were his!

25 years ago, 1997
The Chapman men’s 

softball team won first 
place in the double-elim-
ination invitational tour-
nament at Abilene. The 
locals won four straight al-
lowing only one run.  The 
championship game was a 
dual between Abilene and 
Chapman.  Those respon-
sible for bringing home 
the trophy were: Danny 
Palmateer, Mac Kinney, 
Roy Taylor, Larry Murphy, 
John Sheets, George Jest-
er, Jon Londeen, Jim Ted-
der, Gary Seaman, Raylan 
Drake, Dave Sheets, Pat 
Irvine, coach Mike Ir-

vine and manager Willie 
Beaugh.

This was quite a team 
– four straight wins and 
allowing on one run.  Pat 
and John, have any stories 
to tell about this team?  

10 years ago, 2012
Chapman veteran Jack 

Lucas attended the inau-
gural “Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans Day” at 
the State Capitol Build-
ing in Topeka. Lucas was 
presented with the Kan-
sas Vietnam Medal, Kan-
sas medallion and a copy 
of Senate Resolution No 
1854. The resolution was 
spearheaded by Kansas 
State Senator Laura Kelly 
of the 18th District. Jack 

was among a small number 
of Vietnam veterans who 
heard the proclamation 
read aloud for the first time 
on the Senate floor. 

As we all know, this “Wel-
come” was long overdue.  
Jack shows his pride by 
continuing to work hard for 
veterans.  He stays in touch 
with many other veterans, 
supportive to their fami-
lies and active in VFW.  He 
was part of the Memorial 
Day firing squad for many 
years.  Thank you, Jack, for 
your service then and now!

 Quote of the week: “I 
have been waiting all winter 
to complain about the 
heat.”  ~Author unknown
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

New mower makes park, playground care easier

JAN MCCORMICK

Alida Upland 
Cooperative Parish

2243 3300 Ave., Junction City
11 a.m. Worship Service

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service
Our Redeemer Lutheran

802 E. Trapp, Herington
8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, 

contact us at 785-366-6186 or email dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Patrick R. Miller
Insight Kansas

In vitro fertilization faces 
an uncertain future in Kan-
sas if the abortion amend-
ment on the August 2nd 
ballot passes. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
recently overturned prece-
dent on Roe v. Wade, allow-
ing states to ban abortion. 
Voters now have a direct 
say in whether abortion re-
mains legal in Kansas.

If the abortion amend-
ment passes with a “yes” 
vote, then the Kansas leg-
islature can ban abortion 
under any circumstance. If 
the amendment fails with 
a “no” vote, then abortion 
remains legal but heavily 
restricted in Kansas.

What is IVF?
Quoting the Mayo Clinic, 

IVF “is a complex series 
of procedures used to help 
with fertility or prevent ge-
netic problems and assist 
with the conception of a 
child.” 

IVF involves medication 
and surgery to implant fertil-
ized eggs in a uterus. It of-
ten involves fertilizing mul-
tiple embryos to increase 
the chance of a successful 
and healthy pregnancy. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
estimates about 2% of annu-
al American births occur via 
IVF. 

How do abortion 
bans affect IVF?

Vague language in state 
abortion bans threatens 
IVF. Many bans declare 
that life begins at fertiliza-
tion. They criminalize ter-
minating fertilized embryos 
and the broad wording in 
many can readily be inter-
preted as criminalizing IVF. 
Indeed, doctors are widely 
concerned that abortion 
bans might soon be used to 
ban or limit IVF. 

The easy “fix” to safe-
guard IVF is for politicians 
to explicitly exempt it from 
abortion bans. However, 
many conservative poli-
ticians are reluctant to do 
that.

A recent Washington 
Post analysis documents 
that dozens of anti-abortion 
bills introduced in state leg-
islatures since 2010 fail to 

explicitly safeguard IVF. 
That includes Kansas. 

This year, a conservative 
lawmaker in Kansas in-
troduced House Bill (HB) 
2746. It bans abortion ex-
cept in very limited circum-
stances, with no exception 
for rape, incest, or many 
threats to a woman’s life or 
health. It makes no appar-
ent exception for IVF. 

Why not shield IVF?
National surveys show 

that only about 15 percent 
of Americans consider 
IVF immoral. That mi-
nority skews toward Re-
publican-leaning religious 
conservatives. 

Many conservative pol-
iticians who are anti-abor-
tion might worry that de-
fending IVF will anger 
Republican primary voters, 
perhaps fearing twisted 
campaign accusations of 
being “pro-abortion.”

Other conservative poli-
ticians openly oppose IVF 
on moral grounds, though 
they rarely propose ban-
ning it. The closest Kan-
sas has come to an IVF 
ban is when Republicans 
considered Senate Bill 302 
in 2014. That bill, which 
failed, criminalized surro-
gate pregnancy in Kansas, 
and applied to IVF and ar-
tificial insemination.

How does August 
matter?

If the August abortion 
amendment fails, the Kan-
sas legislature cannot pass 
an abortion ban that might 
threaten IVF in our state.

But, if the abortion 
amendment passes, the 
Kansas legislature could 
pass an abortion ban like 
HB 2746 that doesn’t safe-
guard IVF. 

Some conservative law-
makers might be perfect-
ly content to intentional-
ly “oops” their way into 
threatening IVF despite 
there being an easy out to 
that situation. But, the easy 
political choice for politi-
cians could cost Kansans 
seeking fertility treatment, 
and ultimately harm Kansas 
families.

Patrick R. Miller is an 
Associate Professor of Po-
litical Science at the Uni-
versity of Kansas.

IVF has uncertain 
future in Kansas
Abortion ban can affect 

in vitro fertilization
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Herington  785-258-2244 • Marion  620-382-2112
Hillsboro  620-947-2112

Council Grove  620-767-7877

Sawyer
Funeral Home

Whitewater  316-799-2000

yazel-Megli
Funeral Homes

laMb
Funeral Home

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Absence of difficulty
 5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude
14. The act of coming 
together again
15. More cushy
18. Visionaries
19. Large, fish-eating 
bird
21. Indicates near
23. NY Mets legend 
Tommie
24. Icelandic books
28. Pop
29. Hammer is one
30. Sense of self-impor-
tance
32. Thyrotrophic hor-
mone
33. Can’t be found
35. Electronic data pro-
cessing
36. Passports and licens-
es are two
39. Snake-like fishes
41. Air Force
42. Popular computers
44. Intermediate ecologi-
cal stage

46. Wings
47. Used in combination
49. Laid back
52. Jewelled headdress
56. Slow
58. Famous Falls
60. Reassertions
62. Periods of time
63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
 1. Body part
 2. Mimics
 3. Expel large quantities
 4. Sea eagle
 5. Genetically distinct 
varieties
 6. Dialect of Chinese
 7. Famous Mr. T char-
acter
 8. Consumed
 9. Chinese dynasty
10. Menace to yards
12. Ireland
13. Palm trees
16. Fungal disease
17. Willis and Robert are 
two
20. Affirmative! (slang)
22. It shows who you are

25. The First State 
(abbr.)
26. Get older
27. Associations
29. Woman (French)
31. Sunscreen rating
34. Brew
36. Leader
37. Plants in the legume 
family
38. Burn with a hot 
liquid
40. Junior’s father
43. Scads
45. Morning
48. Length of a line 
(abbr.)
50. Double curve
51. Small, thin person
53. Worn by exposure to 
the weather
54. Mars crater
55. Humanities
57. Word element mean-
ing ear
58. To the __ degree
59. Residue of some-
thing burned
61. It cools your home

With the support of sponsors 
the  Dickinson County News-
Times prints a different type of 
puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram

When there is a fifth week in 
the month the puzzle is chosen 
at random.

 If you would like to become 
a sponsor, contact DCNT at 
(785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Thank you to our sponsor

MIKE CAMPBELL
785-821-0619

BigIron Realty
UNRESERVED
ONLINE AUCTION
AUGUST 2-16
315.31 +/- ACRES
LAST DAY TO BID:
AUGUST 16 / 1-7 PM
Greyhound Hall of Fame, Abilene, KS

www.BigIron.com

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

When he first applied 
he did so because a friend 
of his was a lifeguard and 
had told him it was the 
best job he had ever had. 
While Sell hasn’t held 
enough jobs to make a 
comparison, he does en-
joy it.

“I like all the people 
I work with,” he said. 
“There’s not a single co-
worker I don’t like.”

Blocker, whose mother 
is one of the managers, 
agreed that while it can be 
stressful at times she likes 
going to work.

“The work environment 
is really enjoyable and re-
ally fun,” she said.

For her, the stressful 
part is knowing some of 
the children she watches 
don’t know how to swim. 

To help alleviate some 
of that stress she, along 
with the other lifeguards 
and four additional young 
people, gives swim les-
sons in the mornings 
during the first two weeks 
of July.

“The lessons are main-
ly just having them asso-
ciate water with fun and 
not having them leaving 
crying and having water 
in the pool will be a trau-
matic event for them,” 
Blocker said.

“At this level, it’s less 
about teaching them 
how to be Olympic-level 
swimmers who are going 
to go win gold medals,” 
Sell added. “It’s more 
about getting them com-
fortable in the water and 
giving them really basic 

skills so they can keep 
themselves safe.”

Sell and Blocker both 
said they love working 
with the children and 
helping them learn skills 
that will keep them safe 
in the water. 

But if there was one 
thing Sell would change 
about the job, it is the 
way the level of respect 
the younger teenagers 
show the lifeguards and 
pool managers. 

“They don’t really rec-
ognize that we’re there 
to help them,” she said. 
“They just see us as a 
bunch of buzz kills. I’d 
like them to be able to see 
that we are there to keep 
them safe and we’re not 
just there to be a big stick 
in the mud.”

POOL Continued from P. 1

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
The public swimming pool in Chapman has no shortage of young people who are 
trained and working as life guards this summer. In addition to the lifeguards, who 
are also swim instructors, the four girls in the front row teach swimming as well. 

Boy and his goat hang out
Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Emil Pickerign, 11, 
with the Fragrant 
Hilltoppers 4-H club 
tends to his goat at 
the Tri-County Free 
Fair Saturday, July 
9. The sheep, meat 
goats and dairy goats 
were all shown on the 
second day of the fair. 
Throughout the day the 
4-H’ers groomed and 
fed their animals, kept 
their pens clean and 
occasionally played 
with them.

School School 
BriefsBriefs

Wichita State 
graduates

 
More than 1,870 students 

completed a total of 2,075 
degrees at Wichita State 
University spring 2022. 

The breakdown of de-
grees and certificates 
granted includes Under-
graduate — 1,474 degrees 
and certificates for 1,347 
undergraduate students; 
graduate — 601 degrees 
and certificates for 526 
graduate students.

For bachelor’s degrees, 
honors were conferred to 
the following: Summa cum 
laude, 100 students; Magna 
cum laude, 411 students; 
Cum laude, 357 students.

Undergraduate students 
who have attained a grade 
point average of 3.9 out of 
a possible 4.0 received the 
summa cum laude award; 
those with an average of 
3.55 received the magna 
cum laude award; and those 
with an average of 3.25 re-
ceived the cum laude.

Graduates from Dickin-
son County are:

Chapman — Jessica N 
Elmore, master of arts in 
teaching, teaching-early 
childhood unified; Travis 
A Feeney, graduate certif-
icate, nonprofit manage-
ment; Travis A Feeney, 
graduate certificate, public 
finance.

Herington —  Whitney 
G Gutsch, master of social 
work, social work

Theron C Miller, bache-
lor of science in aerospace 
engineering, aerospace 
engineering, magna cum 
laude; Rebecca S Perry, 
bachelor of general studies, 
general studies psychology

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

5 Screening 
Package for $149 Call 855-995-3591
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil®
Air Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com
STEVE CRICHTON State Farm

Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell 
your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

 

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

 

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

 

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified

401 S 5th St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales & services

gunsmithing, hydro-dipping, 
t-shirts, gifts, computer repairs
hunting & fishing licenses

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

INSURANCE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

SEASONAL

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348

- USD 481 - - USD 481 - 
RURAL VISTA SCHOOLSRURAL VISTA SCHOOLS

is looking for a 
FULL-TIME

ASSISTANT CUSTODIAN 
FOR HOPE SCHOOLS
Applicants must be able to: 

- pass a background check and physical
- lift or move 60 pounds

- operate machinery/equipment as needed
To acquire an application, please email 

trhodes@usd481.com.

Marion County
Special Education 

Coop
has the following 

openings:
Para positions
for all districts

$11.00+/hr, depending 
on years of experience 

and education.

For more information or
to apply, please contact 
sweisbeck@mcsec.org, 

call 620-382-2858 or 
apply online at

www.mcsec.org

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Night shift RN/LPN
FT/PT Evening shift CMA

FT C.N.A.  Evenings
FT Homemaker • FT Dietary Aide

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

• Mechanical knowledge and skills essential
• Route and activity scheduling
• Assignment and supervision of route and activity drivers
• Computer skills
• CDL required
• Drive a bus route

Applications available at district 
office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD #397 is 
accepting applications for 

Transportation
Director:

Help Wanted

• Route Bus Driver – $25.00 per hr. per route;  
CDL training provided

• Activity Driver – after school activities,   
CDL required

• School Vehicle Driver – no CDL required
Applications available at district 

office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD 397 is accepting 
applications for the following positions:

Be a
Part of It!

NEWS-NEWS-
TIMESTIMES

DICKINSON COUNTYDICKINSON COUNTY



Page 8 Dickinson County News-Times

AGRICULTURE
Wednesday, July 13, 2022

Bruce Shultz
DCNT Contributor

Around 
the globe, 
people are 
feeling the 
pain of 
inflation, 
currently 
at a 40-
year high. 
The main 
contribu-
tor is gas and diesel prices. 
In today’s global economy 
goods are moved across 
America, as well the world. 
The price rise in fuel has 
led to a spike in the cost of 
everything we produce and 
buy. 

Factors leading to this 

economic hardship include 
recovering economies from 
COVID-19 shutdown(s), 
because of pandemic re-
strictions. For nearly two 
years, air travel was sig-
nificantly lower. Canadian 
CTV News reported in May 
of 2020, more than 17,000 
airplanes were parked in-
definitely worldwide. Many 
people were either working 
from home or not working 
at all. Of course, the lack of 
commuter traffic lowered 
oil demand even further. 

This reduction in fuel 
consumption caused big oil 
companies to change their 
operational philosophy. 
They decided to no longer 
prioritize repairing refin-
eries, and in some cases 

shut them down indefinite-
ly. Now, let’s take a look 
at big oil pre-pandemic, in 
June 2019. A Sunoco refin-
ery outside of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania caught fire. 
This was the oldest con-
tinually running refinery in 
the U.S., and it was sub-
sequently shut down and 
the property was sold. It 
erased 175,000 barrels per 
day from the production 
equation. In 2021, Hurri-
cane Ida also contributed 
to the closing of several 
refineries in the Gulf Coast 
area. Phillips 66 decided to 
shut down its Belle Chasse, 
Louisiana facility and not 
replace the lost production 
of 255,000 barrels per day. 

In the past two years, 

there have been eight oth-
er refineries shut down to-
taling about one million 
barrels per day. Yet what 
we hear from big oil com-
panies is that they are pro-
ducing as much as they can. 
They seem to be engaging 
in what many of us believe 
was happening all along, 
collusion. This time it is not 
just the price, but cutting 
production that keeps pric-
es soaring at the pump. 

Analysts report oil enti-
ties are making record prof-
its. Why would they want to 
change the system? Those 
same companies insist they 
lost billions during the pan-
demic, and are simply try-
ing to recoup their losses. 
However, I own some oil 

stocks in my IRA. During 
the pandemic, I still was 
paid quarterly dividends. 
If they were losing mon-
ey, where did all this cash 
come from that was being 
paid to shareholders? Ap-
parently from the cash they 
had banked in accounts 
from past profits. 

In January 2021, the price 
of a barrel of oil was about 
$52. Gas per gallon as a na-
tional average was $2.39. 
Federal taxes accounted 
for 18.4 cents per gallon 
and the average of four 
midwestern states accounts 
for 26.1 cents per gallon of 
state tax. 

When you subtract 44.5 
cents per gallon of taxes, 
$1.94 per gallon remains. 

On June 30, 2022, a barrel 
of crude oil was $106. AAA 
reports an average June 
28 gasoline pump price of 
$4.86. Subtract the taxes 
and you end up with $4.41 
per gallon. Big oil compa-
nies did not see all their 
inputs double, including 
wages for refinery workers. 
I don’t begrudge anyone 
for making a profit, which 
every successful business 
must do. However, it seems 
to me that profits should not 
be made at the expense of 
society. 

  Bruce Shultz
Vice-President National 

Farmers Organization
http://www.nationalfarm-

ers.com
bshultz@nfo.org

Gas companies getting rich at society’s expense

BRUCE SHULTZ

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The next generation 
of farmers and ranchers 
showed their knowledge 
about cows, swine, sheep 
and goats at the Tri-County 
Free Fair July 8 to10.

According to a Unit-
ed States Department of 
Agriculture survey, there 
were 2.01 million farms in 
the country in 2021, down 
from 2.20 million in 2007.

While there are any num-
ber of reasons for the de-
cline, which started more 
than 80 years ago, young 
people are still interested in 
the agricultural field. 

At the young age of 12, 
Katherine Bormann, with 
the Ashland Boosters 4-H 
club in Riley County, knows 
she wants to follow in her 
mother’s footsteps and be a 
beef geneticist when she is 
an adult. For now, she likes 
showing her animals and 
learning more about them 
and how to care for them.

“I enjoy living out in the 
country and always having 
the animals,” she said. 

One cow in particular 
will occasionally give her 
trouble.

“Sometimes she’s really 
good and sometimes she’s 

really mean and tries to bite 
you and kill you,” she said. 
“But then sometimes she’s 
pretty nice.”

It’s alway a lot of work 
to care for them and not 
always fun but her love for 
the animals makes the work 
worthwhile, she said. 

Katherine’s father, Dale, 
said the family has a small 
farm with horses, cattle and 
dogs

We were just a small op-
eration,” he said. “My wife 
(Jennifer Bormann) works 
in the genetics, or the ani-
mal breeding, department 
at K-State. We grew up in 
4-H showing animals - just 
passing that tradition on. 
We both work in the ag 
industry and want to en-
courage her to have a great 
work ethic. (Agriculture) is 
important to society and the 
betterment of the world to 
be able to have a reliable 
solid source of food.”

Passing the torch to the 
younger generations isn’t 
as easy as turning over the 
reins.

“It takes a lot more mon-
ey,” Bormann said. “It takes 
a lot more time, there’s a lot 
more regulatory hurdles 
and technology is changing 
all the time to improve the 
process.”

Young rancher plans to follow in her mom’s footsteps

Next Generation of Ranchers, FarmersNext Generation of Ranchers, Farmers

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Katherine Bormann, 12, a member of the Ashland Boosters 4-H club, tends to her animals at the Tri-County 
Free Fair July 9. Katherine plans to follow in her mother’s footsteps and become a beef genetisit when she 
grows up.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photos
As the number of family farms shrink nationwide 4-H 
and FFA are helping teach the next generation of farm-
ers and ranchers how to meet the challenges head 
on. But first these young people learn at home how 
to care for and show their animals and what features 
on the livestock marks a quality market animal. TOP 
LEFT: Levi Smith, 4, showed a pig in the pee wee 
showmanship division. Levi is to young to join 4-H but 
not too young to start learning the family business. 
TOP RIGHT: Gavin Carson, 15, speaks to judge Dale 
Davidson of Hope about his dairy cow. Gavin is a fifth 
generation dairy farmer who owns his own business 
and milks more than 20 cows a day. RIGHT: Dairy goat 
judge Kelli Olson from Goessel, talks to Alice Hill with 
the Navarre Boosters 4-H club about her goat. The 
animals are judged on their quality and the youth are 
judged on their knowledge and showmanship skills. 
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SPORTS

By Stacey Zerbe
DCNT contributor

Two Solomon swimmers 
placed first in their divisions at 
the Marion swim meet June 25.

Clayton Shamburn placed 
first in the 100-yard free, back-
stroke and breast stroke. Mat-
thew Whelchel placed first in 
the 100-yard free, butterfly, 
backstroke, freestyle, 200-yard 
free and individual medley. 
Also bringing home first was 
Ethan Berry, backstroke.

100 Yard Free
9th, Etel McDowell, 1:37.32
1st, Clayton Shamburn, 

1:17.74
10th, Jordan Gray, 2:11.10
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

57.95 
10th, Carson Crow, 1:10.31

Medley Relays
4th, E. Kohman, A. Van-

DeCreek, C. VanDeCreek, 
2:42.11

5th, A. Kohman, McLaugh-
lin, E. Ballou, 1:56.90

2nd, McDowell, Berry, 
Crow, Ballou, 1:50.97

4th, McDowell, A. Ballou, 
L. Ballou, 3:58.00

5th, Gray, Shamburg, Gon-
zales, 3:05.79

3rd, Sheforgen, Crow, 
Whelchel, 2:35.14

Butterfly
4th, Emersyn Kohman, 

32.16
14th, Amelia VanDeCreek, 

47.03
3rd, Kross McDowell, 32.69
11th, Hailey McLaughlin, 

35.46
13th, Ella Ballou, 39.06
2nd, Jackson Crow, 23.29
9th, Aspen Ballou, 1:06.95
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

29.53
8th, Junior Gonzales, 47.87
7th, Sydney Hendrix, 38.80

Backstroke
6th, Emersyn Kohman, 

31.72
14th, Amelia VanDeCreek, 

47.57
2nd, Kross McDowell, 30.71
8th, Adalyn Kohman, 27.53
12th, Hailey McLaughlin, 

31.38
1st, Ethan Berry, 23.26
4th, Jackson Crow, 24.72
9th, Colton Ballou, 32.48
5th, Etel McDowell, 45.12
13th, Liz Ballou, 1:09.66
1st, Clayton Shamburg, 

46.78
10th, Jordan Gray, 1:00.79
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

32.27
3rd, Mac Sheforgen, 37.50

6th, Sydney Hendrix, 41.73
5th, Carson Crow, 39.56

Freestyle
4th, Emersyn Kohman, 24.19
19th, Amelia VanDeCreek, 

35.44
21st, Clair VanDeCreek, 

47.99
4th, Kross McDowell, 26.31
12th, Adalyn Kohman, 22.14
22nd, Hailey McLaughlin, 

25.48
23rd, Ella Ballou, 26.07
2nd, Ethan Berry, 18.33
3rd, Jackson Crow, 18.94
15th, Colton Ballou, 28.06
15th, Etel McDowell, 46.34
17th, Aspen Ballou, 47.99
23rd, Liz Ballou, 1:14.90
2nd, Clayton Shamburg, 

35.58
24th, Jordan Gray, 55.27
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

26.33
4th, Mac Sheforgen, 31.97
6th, Junior Gonzales, 34.21
13th, Sydney Hendrix, 34.08
8th, Carson Crow, 29.34

Breaststroke
4th, Emersyn Kohman, 32.01
10th, Amelia VanDeCreek, 

43.07
5th, Kross McDowell, 35.81
2nd, Adalyn Kohman, 25.51
10th, Ella Ballou, 35.25
3rd, Ethan Berry, 27.61
8th, Etel McDowell, 55.01
11th, Aspen Ballou, 1:08.47
1st, Clayton Shamburn, 

42.30
12th, Jordan Gray, 1:25.15
2nd, Mac Sheforgen, 39.82
7th, Sydney Hendrix, 46.29
8th, Carson Crow, 38.82
200 Yard Free
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

2:14.88
Free Relay

2nd, E. Kohman, C. Van-
DeCreek, A. VanDeCreek, 
2:11.46

6th, A. Kohman, E. Ballou, 
McLaughlin, 1:38.93

2nd, McDowell, Crow, Ber-
ry, 1:26.46

4th, Gray, Shamburg, Gon-
zales, 2:44.97

6th, Hendrix, A. Ballou, Mc-
Dowell, 3:19.85d

2nd, Whelchel, Sheforgen, 
Crow, 1:56.14

Individual Medley (IM)
4th, Adalyn Kohman, 

2:06.05
2nd, Ethan Berry, 1:53.77
9th, Aspen Ballou, 2:23.25
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

1:13.89
4th, Mac Sheforgen, 1:23.59
9th, Junior Gonzales, 1:43.48
6th, Sydney Hendrix, 1:33.69
7th, Carson Crow, 1:21.36

By Stacey Zerbe
DCNT contributor

Solomon swimmers compet-
ed in the Hillsboro meet July 2.

100  Free
4th, Hailey Mclaughlin       

2:43.41
3rd, Eastin Shepard, 1:48.47
3rd, Clayton Shamburg, 

1:28.00
6th, Jordan Gray,  2:17.90
2nd, Abigail Zerbe,  1:22.35
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

1:07.45
2nd, Mac Sheforgen, 1:19.80
4th, Lacie McLaughlin, 

1:20.50
7th, Carson Crow,  1:20.09
Medley Relays
2nd, A. Kohman, McLaugh-

lin, E. Kohman,  2:08.25
2nd, Eastin Shepard & Jack-

son Crow,  1:57.30
2nd, Gray, Shamburg, Proph-

et,  , 3:16.09
2nd, Hendrix, Crow, Mc-

Laughlin, Zerbe,  2:52.93
1st, Whelchel, Crow, Shefor-

gen, Zerbe,  2:27.69
Butterfly

3rd, Emersyn Kohman, 36.30
7th, Hailey McLaughlin, 

40.03
1st, Jackson Crow,  24.97
3rd, Miles Prophet,  50.15
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

33.06
1st, Lacie McLaughlin, 39.46

Backstroke
4th, Emersyn Kohman, 40.26

3rd, Adalyn Kohman, 29.95
7th, Hailey McLaughlin, 

41.91
3rd, Jackson Crow,  27.08
4th, Eastin Shepard, 30.71
1st, Clayton Shamburg, 

50.28
3rd, Miles Prophet,  51.77
4th, Oscar Sheforgen, 52.07
7th, Abigail Zerbe,  53.45
9th, Lauren Crow,  1:00.85
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

38.30
2nd, Mac Sheforgen, 41.40
6th, Jordan Gray,  1:12.69
5th, Lacie McLaughlin, 

45.82
6th, Sydney Hendrix, 50.24
3rd, Hayden Zerbe,  41.34
6th, Carson Crow,  45.22

Freestyle
3rd, Emersyn Kohman, 27.05
4th, Adalyn Kohman, 25.92
11th, Hailey McLaughlin, 

31.00
3rd, Jackson Crow,  21.30
7th, Eastin Shepard, 22.96
3rd, Miles Prophet,  37.10
4th, Clayton Shamburg, 

39.38
7th, Oscar Sheforgen, 44.05
16th, Jordan Gray,  1:05.92
5th, Abigail Zerbe,  37.18
15th, Lauren Crow,  46.35
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

30.03
2nd, Mac Sheforgen, 35.32
6th, Lacie McLaughlin, 

36.67
8th, Sydney Hendrix, 39.97
4th, Hayden Zerbe,  31.91
5th, Carson Crow,  32.40

Breaststroke
3rd, Emersyn Kohman, 36.82
2nd, Adalyn Kohman, 29.83
2nd, Eastin Shepard, 27.62
1st, Clayton Shamburn, 

46.01
2nd, Oscar Sheforgen, 47.26
8th, Jordan Gray,  1:30.26
5th, Lauren Crow,  51.14
7th, Abigail Zerbe,  57.10
1st, Mac Sheforgen, 43.86

4th, Sydney Hendrix, 54.66
4th, Hayden Zerbe,  42.26
6th, Carson Crow,  43.42

Free Relay
2nd, E. Kohman, McLaugh-

lin, A. Kohman,  1:47.24
2nd, Jackson Crow & Eastin 

Shepard,  1:30.04
2nd, Gray, Sheforgen, Proph-

et, Shamburg,  3:06.37
3rd, Crow, Hendrix, Zerbe, 

McLaughlin,  2:38.29
2nd, Whelchel, Crow, Zerbe, 

Sheforgen,  2:11.21
Individual Medley (IM)

3rd, Adalyn Kohman, 
2:26.60

3rd, Jackson Crow,  2:18.65
3rd, Miles Prophet,  1:47.09
4th, Oscar Sheforgen, 

1:47.87
5th, Abigail Zerbe,  1:47.54
8th, Lauren Crow,  1:58.27
1st, Matthew Whelchel, 

1:21.83
2nd, Mac Sheforgen, 1:34.24
4th, Hayden Zerbe,  1:29.70
6th, Carson Crow,  1:32.91
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Team  brings 
home 10 first 
place medals

Stacey Zerbe | Courtesy photo
Jackson Crow, With the Solomon swim team finishes in first place in the 25 
meter butterfly at the Hillsboro swim meet July 2.

Why Tripp Field
When Michael Hayden, 

president and founder of 
Kansas Ram Club, was 
approached by Herington 
residents to consider bring-
ing a mud run to town, he 
was shown several poten-
tial locations. 

“(Tripp Field) was the 
only one that would really 
fit what we’re looking for,” 
he said. 

One feature he likes is 
the existing restroom facili-
ty. Although they are not in 
working order he has plans 
to fix them. They also need 
to have electricity, which is 
available at the field.

“We got a gated area all 
the way around with a sep-
arate entrance available for 
trucks and for spectators,” 
he said. “And, just the over-
all size and length, the area 
fit perfectly.”

Dalton, and others who 
have spoken out on social 
media, questioned why 
the demolition derby are-
na, which is less than a 
half mile from Tripp Field, 
could not be used,

Hayden said the two 
main reasons the derby are-
na was not suitable is that 
it is not big enough and it 
would be shared space. 

“We’d have to take down 
everything and rebuild it 
each time we wanted to 
come out,” he said. 

Concerns
Residents are concerned 

about noise, congestion, 
and what will eventually 
happen to the field.

“Somebody told me 
that it might stink,” said 
Metta Biehler, who has a 
Franklynn Street address. 
“I don’t know - I’ve never 
been to one and I’ve never 
smelled one. We don’t want 
that here, right behind our 
houses.”

Hayden said the smell 
was a new concern for him 
and he had never heard any 
complaints or comments 
about it in the years that he 

has attended and organized 
mud runs.

“I don’t know how it 
would be any different 
than standing on the street 
smelling a vehicle drive 
by,” he said.

Dalton said among her 
concerns is the sale of al-
cohol at the event.

“I don’t want people to 
drink a bunch of liquor 
and then drive through my 
neighborhood - I don’t like 
it,” she said. “I don’t like 
the trash that comes with 
it, the litter, the noise.”

When she purchased her 
home and subsequently the 
one next to it, she said she did 
a lot of research and chose 
that neighborhood because it 
was quiet and peaceful, now 
whe fears what will happen.

Hayden, in addressing 
the noise issue, said he 
doesn’t believe it will be 
much different than what 
is heard from the demoli-
tion derbies.

“At the demolition der-
by, you’ve got multiple 
cars running and we’re 
talking about one vehicle 
running every couple min-
utes,” he said. “They’re not 
going to be heavily-modi-
fied drag racing vehicles.”

He also said the event 
is only during the daytime 
hours and because there 
is a church right next to 
Tripp Field, on Sunday 
they won’t start until after 
services are over.

“Typically we start in 
the early afternoon, may-
be noon at the earliest and 
our previous ones have 
finished up around six 
o’clock or so,” he said.

Future
Hayden has one-time per-

mission for the mud run. 
However, he would like to 
see Tripp Field cleaned up 
and developed into an area 
where they can hold other 
events as well. 

“We’re really only talking 
about (doing the mud runs) 
two or three weekends out of 
the year,” he said. 

But he can clean up and 
develop the area into a 
BMX or mountain bike 
style course for kids. 

In return, he will provide 
upkeep for the field, which 
he has already started by 
mowing the field in prepa-
ration for the mud run.

“It was overgrown with 
weeds,” he said. “We’re the 
ones who went out there 
and mowed it and took care 
of the place.”

If he maintains it and 
keeps the grass and weeds 
mowed, he said it would be 
better for those in the neigh-
borhood who say they like 
walking on the track and 
bring their dogs out there.

Even if or when they 
work on the track, it will 
still be pedestrian friendly, 
he said.

“That was something I 
did ask about months ago - 
how much is (Tripp Field) 
used,” he said. “Several 
people said nobody uses 
the area. We’ve got locals 
over there who have been 
counting how many people 
have actually used it. And 
we have not seen one per-
son out there walking, run-
ning or anything.”

History
Tripp Field, a Works 

Progress Administration 
project, was dedicated in 
1927 to state senator Ray 
G. Tripp, who donated the 
land. According to docu-
ments and newspaper clip-
pings at Herington Histor-
ical Society, Tripp served 
two non-consecutive terms 
in the Kansas Senate, was 
a long-time Herington civic 
leader, played on the high 
school football team and 
was the first utilities com-
missioner in the city. 

A flagpole near the en-
trance was dedicated by that 
year’s graduating class. In 
1990 the flagpole was re-
furbished and a memorial 
marker was put in place.

Hayden said he intends to 
keep the flagpole and me-
morial marker.

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule
appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

Solomon swimmers 
compete in Hillsboro

TRIPP Continued from P. 1
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Willowdale
 

Bailey Woody
Club reporter

The April exchange 
meeting of the Willowdale 
4-H club with the Jolly Jay-
hawkers 4-H club was at 6 
p.m. April 10 at the Wood-
bine United Methodist 
Church. The two meetings 
were ran simultaneously. 
Flag salute and club pledge 
were led by Jace Loucks. 
Lyndsey Bechman gave the 
record book reminder about 
writing a list of your activi-
ties. The parliamentary mo-
ment was given by Ama-
ra Johnson and song was 
shared with the Jolly Jays. 
Roll call was answered by, 
“What is one of your hob-
bies?” There were 21 mem-
bers, two leaders, and five 
parents present. 

The treasurer Chase 
Swanson reported the bal-
ance after a deposit. 4-h 
council reps from both 
clubs led a communication 
activity. 

For leaders’ reports, Jody 
Ehrich spoke about the ed-
ucational tour at the Hoff-
man Grist Mill in Enter-
prise. Katie Kohman read 
through the Clover Connec-
tion items, YQCA, drop/
add deadline, camp and day 
camp items, tagging dates 
and Secretary’s Day for the 
extension office. 

There was no old busi-
ness but under new busi-
ness, it was voted to give 
Barbie Woody, the Exten-

sion office secretary, a $15 
Sonic gift card and a $10 
flower bouquet. Club talks 
were given by Jace Loucks 
on how to make poppy 
seed bread. Dodge Loucks 
taught us how to draw a 
lizard. Lyndsey Buechman 
discussed distracted driv-
ing. For announcements, 
the May meeting will be at 
7 p.m. on the 16th at Sterl 
Hall. The meeting was 
moved to be adjourned, 
seconded and the motion 
passed. Refreshments were 
provided by the Jolly Jays. 

Fragrant  
Hilltoppers
By Layla Pickerign
Club Reporter

  The monthly meeting of 
the Fragrant Hilltoppers 
was May 9 at the Stephen 
Mill Church. The club 
members gathered outside 
in the cool shade. Presi-
dent Kolbie Bartlett called 
the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. 

Brinley Zook led us 
in the flag salute and the 
club pledge. A song was 
led by Josey Freeman, 
Old McDonald Had 
A Farm. Roll call was 
answered by, ‘What is 
your favorite thing about 
your mom.’ Present were 
43 members, two leaders, 
and many parents. Reports 
of officers were by Kaylee 
Livingston, treasurer. 

Reporter Layla Pickerign 
was not present. 4-H 
council representative 
Jordan Bartlett led the 
club in an exercise. They 
then split into small 
groups and dissected 
different quotes about 
being a leader and shared 
their discussions with the 
group. Parliamentarian 
Callie Jones spoke about 
issues when debating 
motions during meetings 
and proper parliamentary 
procedure. 

Leaders Justin Lefert 
and Jennifer Bartlett spoke 
about different deadlines 
and 4-H events coming 
up soon. For market live-
stock exhibitors there 
is an upcoming YQCA 
meeting for 4-Hers to get 
their required certifica-
tion. The event is May 25 
in Abilene. Jennifer spoke 

about decorating a trash 
bin for the fair. Josslyn 
DePew, with the standing 
committee reminded club 
members to save pop tabs 
for her, and told us who is 
signed up for upcoming 
bird seed assignments. 

There were no bills to 
be presented and no unfin-
ished business to discuss. 
For new business, the club 
discussed nominations for 
king and queen candidates 
to represent the club. Joss-
lyn DePew moved that 
Renatta Heintz be nomi-
nated as our queen candi-
date. The motion was sec-
onded and passed. In other 
new business Justin Lefert 
told us that Lumber House 
True Value in Abilene has 
applied for a grant. They 
were dividing the funds 
from the grant between 
Dickinson county clubs. 

Justin asked the mem-
bers to think about what 
they would like to do with 
the funds. It was moved 
that $75 be used towards 
new playground equip-
ment for the Stephen Mill 
Church. The motion was 
then amended to increase 
the amount from $75 to 
$125. The amendment was 
passed and then the new 
motion was passed. The 
club will give the church 
$125 for the purchase 
of their new playground 
equipment. 

Next for new business 
Kaden Hitz moved that the 
club purchase new boards 
for the Upland park. The 
club uses the park for its 
annual ice cream social 
and the boards would be 
used to better the current 
seating benches. The mo-
tion was passed. 

 Next President Kolbie 
announced the program 
for the evening. Talks 
were given by Josey Free-
man and Madlyn Norton. 
Josey spoke about her 
breeding beef project and 
Madlyn gave a presenta-
tion about the history of 
domesticated cats. There 
were no announcements to 
be given. The next meet-
ing itinerary was read by 
Kolbie Bartlett. The June 
meeting will be June 13, at 
the Stephen Mill Church. 
This will be junior officer 
night. Matthew Stoffer 
moved that the meeting 
adjourn by saying the club 

motto. Recreation was led 
by Josslyn DePew and re-
freshments were provided 
by the Norton and Gfeller 
families.

Detroit  
Ramblers
By Bentley Strickland
Club Reporter

It is a busy time of the 
year for most 4H members. 
Many of them are doing 
what they need to do to be 
prepared for the projects 
this coming fair. 

Haily Rock called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
June 13 at the club meet-
ing place. Gabe Boyd led 
the club in pledging the 4-h 
pledge and Pledge Of Alle-
giance. Song leader, Kaesen 
Phillips, led the club in sing-
ing Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game. Roll call was, “What 
is your favorite month?” 
This was answered by 10 
members, one leader, and 
two guests. There were also 
six parents in attendance. 

Kynlie Phillips gave the 
club a few swimming pool 
and hydration tips for the 
extremely hot summer. Hai-
ly Rock gave the committee 
report. For program, the 
club did a communications 
activity that was non-ver-
bal. The next meeting will 
be July 23 where the club 
will have the tour showing 
off a variety of projects and 
livestock. Kamren Hayba-
rker served refreshments.  

4-H Roundup 4-H Roundup 

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-888-570-1563
*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires 
purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at 
participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be 
combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required 
for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to 
annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited 
Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application


