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Retired pro rodeo bull-
fighter Dustin Brewer, 
from Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, is featured on 
the 2022 Wild Bill Hickok 
Rodeo buckle.

The Elk City, Oklahoma 
native worked as a bull-
fighter at the Abilene ro-
deo for 15 years, starting 
in 2000, with a year off in 
2002 due to a knee injury, 
then through 2015.

His career began when 
he tagged along as his 
older sisters competed in 
the Little Britches Rodeo. 
He rode bareback horses 
and bulls in high school, 
and it was in the practice 
pen where his talent be-
came evident.

A bull rider got hung 
up, Brewer recalls, “and 
I stepped in, got him out, 
never got touched (by the 
bull) and thought that was 
pretty cool.”

Throughout his 27-year 
career, Brewer worked the 
Abilene rodeo and other 
major rodeos including 
Tucson, Arizona, Greeley, 
Colorado, Oakley, Utah, 
Salt Lake City, Elk City, 
Oklahoma, Sikeston, Mis-
souri, Burwell, Nebraska, 
and Manhattan.

He also competed in the 
Wrangler Bullfights, and 

in 2000, was ranked fourth 
in the Bullfights when 
he broke a leg during the 
Bullfights in Sikeston, 
ending his chance of com-
peting at the National Fi-
nals Rodeo that year.

Brewer said he loved 
coming to Abilene. 

“As soon as you pulled 
into those gates everyone 
greeted you, and if they 
weren’t there, as soon as 
they came, they greeted 
you,” he said. “At some ro-
deos, you might have three 
or four people you connect 
with. In Abilene, you con-
nected with everybody.”

He and his wife Tarra 
were married in Abilene 
in 2004, because he was 
so close to committee 
members. 

Abilene “was one of the 
rodeos that was more like 
family,” he said. “You 
weren’t going just to a 
rodeo, you were going to 
a family reunion. That’s 
just how the rodeo com-
mittee made you feel.”

The committee loved 
working with him, said 
Jerry Marsteller, rodeo 
committee chair. 

By Gail Parsons 
DCNT News Editor

EDITORS NOTE: This is 
part of a continuing series 
following wheat from seed 
to table.

Wheat has entered the 
drying out stage but with 
rainfall well above the 
county average for May 
and into the first part of 
June, farmers are hoping 
the hot dry weather of mid-
June will continue.

Typical rainfall for May 
is about 5 inches and 4.5 
inches in June. By the end 
of May most areas in Dick-
inson County had seen 
more than 10 inches, with 
some areas around Abilene 
reporting more than 12 
inches.

“Rain is not doing the 
wheat any good right 
now,” said Rickey Roberts, 
Chisholm Trail Extension 
District, agriculture agent. 
“It’s not helping.”

In the weeks and days 
leading up to harvest, there 
are a couple of ways rain 
can harm the wheat. 

“Sometimes after a 
heavy rain you can drive by 
and see that wheat is laying 
down on the ground,” Rob-
erts said. “That’s a con-
cern, sometimes that wheat 
can stand back up and if so, 
great, we’re ok but if that 
wheat doesn’t stand back 
up, it’s not that we can’t 
harvest it but it makes har-
vest a pain”

The other issue is what the 
rain does to the wheat once it 
hits the drying out stage.

“If the wheat is getting dry 
— it’s about dry where that 
plants done, it’s not green 
anymore, and it’s dry and it 
gets rain, … it can cause that 
wheat [berries] to actually 
shrivel up … inside of it and 
it can hurt test weights.”

The heavy rain in late 
May and early June may 
have been early enough in 
the growing season for it to 
have not caused any harm 
but until harvest Roberts 

said he hopes for hot, dry 
weather.

“That’s really what we 
need right now,” he said. 
“If we keep getting these 
daily little showers we 
can’t get dried out. We 
need Mother Nature to co-
operate.”
Harvest underway 

in Kansas
The combines started to 

roll in south central Kansas 

June 9 and 10 but kicked 
into steady gear in Harper 
County June 11 and 12, 
according to the Kansas 
Wheat’s Day One Wheat 
Report put out June 14.

The report stated yields 
are expected to average be-
tween 30 and 40 bushels per 
acre, but early fields have 
ranged from 16 to 60 bush-
els per acre. Test weights are 
a little light — averaging 57 
to 58 pounds per bushel — 

but also getting heavier as 
more fields are cut. Protein 
is reflective of drought stress 
with samples averaging be-
tween 12 and 14 percent.
Dickinson County 

test plot
At the intersection of 

highways 15 and 18 is the 
Kansas State University 
wheat test plot.
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Longtime bank 
employee 
retires

Deb Dreiling is retiring 
from Astra Bank after 46 
years. Bank staff invite the 
community to celebrate her 
retirement with coffee, do-
nuts, cinnamon rolls and 
more from 9 a.m. to noon, 
Friday, July 1.

Morning camp 
open to all 
area youth

Active Healthy Self 
Camp is planned July 25-
29 in Herington. Cost is 
$5 and provides a week 
of morning activities for 
youth entering kindergarten 
through sixth grade. 

The camp is open to all 
area youth, not just those in 
the Herington Schools

Children will learn fun 
and active games, including 
bowling, relay races, disc 
golf, hula hoop activities, 
tennis, golf and have time 
at the local pool.

Registration forms are 
available by messaging 
Susan Mueller at susan-
lovespurple@gmail.com 
or pick one up at the Her-
ington school board office, 
19 North Broadway. All 
forms and payment must be 
returned to the board office.

Courtesy photo
Bullfighter Dustin Brewer’s likeness is featured on the 
2022 Wild Bill Hickok Rodeo in Abilene. The highly-re-
vered cowboy worked the Abilene rodeo for fifteen years.

Rodeo buckle unveiled
Bullfighter is like family to 
Abilene rodeo committee

Rain, rain go away, please 
come back — after harvest

Harvest time nears in Dickinson County

Gail Parsons | DCNT photos
TOP: The Kansas State University field test plot at highways 15 and 18 
in Dickinson County is nearing harvest. INSET: Wheat is in the drying 
out stage and can use hot dry weather now.

High temps send people 
flocking to municipal pools
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Several days of triple-digit 
temperatures sent chil-
dren and adults to swim-
ming pools in Dickinson 
County to cool off. TOP: 
Chapman children chill in 
the pool June 16. Soon 
after opening the pool 
started filling up guests. 
RIGHT: Children, who 
showed up soon after 
the gates opened, play a 
game of keep-away at the 
Herington pool June 16. 
The long-range forecast 
is showing temperatures 
in the 90 through June 26 
with the exception of June  
22 and 23 when they dip 
to the upper 80s with a 
chance of storms.

4-H Happenings4-H Happenings
Turn to page 

7 for a run-
down of several 
4-H clubs and 
achievements.
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Dickinson County Sheriff’s De-
partment

May 30 to June 13
 

Accidents
June 5, 3:09 a.m., 3200 Highway 15, Ka-

leb William Stroda
June 1, 6:50 a.m., 2000 Highway 15, 

Maria Ann Whitehair
June 2, 6:57 p.m., 2074 Paint Rd., James 

Michael Parks
June 4, 3:24 p.m., 267 Interstate 70, 

Chad Gerald Hommertzheim, Tyler Reid 
Hommertzheim

June 3, 5:15 a.m., 2800 Rain Rd., Laurie 
Ann Drake

June 4, 4:59 p.m., 3300 Rain Rd., 
Brayden John Lexow

June 8, 8:43 p.m., Highway 43 and 
Old Highway 40, Brianna Lynn Ault and 
Thomas Charles Birdsey

June 2, 9:29 a.m., 2400 Rain Rd., Jodi 
Jean Gay
Arrests

June 8, 5:30 p.m., 2364 Sage Rd., Glen 
Gustave Waack, domestic battery; assault

June 8, 2:14 p.m., 109 E. First St., Jason 
Daniel Moore, aggravated failure to appear

June 6, 9 a.m., 275 Interstate 70, Kev-
in Olivert Gomez, driving while license is 
canceled, suspended or revoked

June 4, 10:18 p.m., 1100 1700 Ave. Blk, 
Mark Wesly Davis, possession of a hallu-
cinogenic drug; possession of marijuana; 
possession of drug paraphernalia;

June 4, 6:48 p.m., 4. S. Nebraska Ave., 
Corita Lynise Welch, abuse of child; ag-
gravated battery

June 4, 12:23 p.m., 1466 Key Rd., Wil-
burn Fred Vaught III, bond revocation

June 3, 4:49 p.m., 109 E. First St., Taylor 
Royce Nemechek, failure to appear

June 5, 3:27 a.m., Highway 77 and 800 
Avenue, Crystal Renay Horton, probation 
violation; possession of opiate, opium, nar-
cotic or certain stimulant; possession of 
marijuana; possession of drug parapherna-
lia

June 1, 6:30 p.m., 109 E. First St., Justin 
Frank Nienhaus, possession of opiate, opi-
um, narcotic or certain stimulant; posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; defective tail 
lamp; vehicles unlawful act, registration

May 31, 2:45 p.m., 109 E. First St., Scot-
ti Kraft Whitaker, endangering a child; 
driving under the influence of drugs or al-
cohol; driving under the influence of drug 
or combination of drugs
Reports

June 7, 8:11 a.m., 106 S. Pine St., bur-
glary

June 1, 9 a.m., 106 S. Pine St., theft
June 3, 8:43 a.m., 305 E. Main St., bur-

glary X2
June 2, 9:37 p.m., 2364 Sage Rd., domestic 

disturbance
June 3, 6:11 p.m., 683 Old Highway 40, 

theft
June 4, 8:39 a.m., Highway 15 and 1700 

Ave., theft
June 4, 9:37 p.m., 1100 1700 Ave. Blk, 

traffic complaint
June 5, 2:14 a.m., Highway 77 and 800 

Avenue, drug investigation
June 5, 3:09 a.m., Highway 15 and 3200 

Avenue, intoxicated driver
June 5, 8:14 a.m., 513 Layton Ln., drug 

investigation
June 5, 8:17 p.m., 2191 Eden Rd 45, bat-

tery
June 6, 8:28 a.m., 275 Interstate 70, drug 

investigation
June 6, 9:28 a.m., 300 N. Cedar St., 102, 

Harassment
June 7, 10:14 p.m., 1318 500 Ave., death 

investigation

Law Enforcement Report

Carol Lee (Fox) LindseyCarol Lee (Fox) Lindsey
April 3, 2022April 3, 2022

After months of declining health, Carol Lee (Fox) Lind-
sey, formerly of Junction City, Kansas, passed away April 
3, 2022, at age 79 at a hospital in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Survivors include her husband, Gil, of Lawton, Mich-
igan; brothers Larry and Jim Fox and Jim’s wife, Mar-
sha Moore, all of Topeka; Larry and Donna Marston, of 
Bentonville, Arkansas; and Patricia and Richard Powers, 
of Fresno, California. Other survivors include nieces and 
nephews in Manhattan, Lawrence, and Austin, Texas.

The second daughter of William A. (“Bill”) and Mildred 
Fox, Barbara Sue died at six months. Carol was raised in 
Junction City with her parents, two grandparents and two 
brothers. Despite crippling arthritis, she attended Junction 
City schools, joined Girl Scouts, shared summertime day 
trips to neighboring cities (40 mph on Highway 40) and 
kept pace with friends and classmates.

After Bill’s death, Carol’s mother married Ted Marston, 
also of Junction City. The new family of seven created fes-
tive Sunday dinners and holidays, took up golf and drove 
to Manhattan for hamburgers and K-State basketball.

Carol bussed to Dickinson County Schools, at Chap-
man, graduating in 1962, before meeting her future hus-
band as he completed military service at Fort Riley. The 
couple married on a sun-splashed Saturday, July 2, 1964, 
and moved into Gil’s cabin at Lake Paw Paw, Michigan. 
Next came the new home on a cul-de-sac, in nearby Law-
ton, Michigan, for the remaining 57 years of their life to-
gether.

Carol took pride in her adopted state, Michigan weath-
er notwithstanding, but she never forgot Kansas. And, 
around 2003, at the Kansas Historical Research Center, in 
Topeka, she uncovered a compelling answer to the mys-
tery of a lifetime.

Mildred, orphaned at an early age and raised on a farm 
near Alta Vista, Kansas; had never learned the identities 
of her biological parents. Until that day, however, through 
the singular efforts of her persistent daughter. Weeks lat-
er, at a reception north of Wichita, while half-sisters and 
half-brothers embraced for the first time, a proud, wide-
eyed Carol Lee Lindsey studied faded images of the ma-
ternal grandparents she’d been seeking for years.

Michael Thomas CharlesMichael Thomas Charles
Dec. 6, 2002 - June 7, 2022Dec. 6, 2002 - June 7, 2022

Michael Thomas Charles was born on 
Dec. 6, 2002, in Salina, Kansas to Con-
nie  Harzman and Christopher Charles. 
Michael passed away unexpectedly at his 
home near Hope, on June 7, 2022. Mi-
chael lived most of his life in the Wich-
ita area and graduated from East High 
School with the Class of 2021. He loved 
and was exceptionally skilled at video 
games, whether playing with friends for 
enjoyment or competing in gaming tour-
naments around Wichita. One of his favorite games was 
Super Smash Brothers. 

Michael was gifted in technology and built his own 
computers. He enjoyed Anime, Spider-man,  and comic 
books. Michael was a natural caregiver to people and an-
imals, and he was often known to be helping his father 
or hanging out with his dog Poco. As a Certified Nursing  
Assistant at Legacy at Herrington, his care for others was 
evident in everything he did, and he was contemplating 
starting LPN school. 

Michael is survived by his parents; brothers; Joshua 
(Kelly) Harzman, David (Natalie)  Harzman, and Xavier 
Charles; grandmothers Brenda Wendell and Georgia Kay 
Charles; uncles Mark (Theresa) Wendell, John (Cindy) 
Charles; aunt Laurie Hickle; and many, many cousins. 
Throughout his 19 years, Michael touched multiple hearts 
and was deeply loved by all. 

The family will host a private celebration of Michael’s 
life June 30. An E-sports scholarship at  Wichita State 
University is being created in his memory. Yazel-Megli 
Funeral Home Herington  Chapel is serving the family. 
Please sign his online guestbook and leave a memory of 
Michael.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

A city’s comprehensive 
plan is more than a blue-
print for the coming years, 
It also serves as a branding 
tool to help grow a com-
munity. The comprehen-
sive plans that work best 
are those that outline the 
city’s vision and capitalize 
on what makes the com-
munity special.

“It is something that not 
only the city official are 
pursuing, it’s something 
the whole community can 
come together and pur-
sue,” said Bonnie Johnson, 
who holds a doctorate in 
political science, is a  Fel-
low of the American Insti-
tute of Certified Planners, 
and as program director 
for the Univerity of Kansas 
Urban Planning Program 
led a team of students in 
creating Herington’s com-
prehensive plan.

When the city approves 
a comprehensive plan, the 
work is not done — it’s 
just beginning.

“The last comprehensive 
plan that was done in the 
early 2000s, it was prob-
ably looked at maybe a 
handful of times,” said City 
Manager Branden Dross. 
“There was no account-
ability on the city admin-
istration, City Commission 
or the community.”

In creating the new plan, 
Dross first reached out to 
Wichita State University to 
facilitate, “the who’s, the 
what’s, the why’s.” Then 
he turned to Johnson and 
her students for the techni-
cal side of the project. 

Johnson’s team started 
by diagnosing and explor-
ing the city. 

They looked at the 
20-year-old comprehen-
sive plan, they toured Her-
ington, held workshops, 
and spoke with residents 
and city officials about 
what they envisioned for 
the future. They also had 

a survey available for peo-
ple to fill out. And the team 
looked at what is already 
there to build on.

“When people talk about 
small-town America, Her-
ington is the real deal,” 
Johnson said. “If you think 
about … the Hallmark 
Channel Christmas mov-
ies where it’s the small 
town and everybody ral-
lies around — that’s Her-
ington. It’s what people are 
longing for, but Herington 
is the real deal. It’s an au-
thentic small town.”

Neither Johnson nor her 
students were familiar with 
the town before they start-
ed working on the compre-
hensive plan, but what they 
found was a town that al-
ready has groundwork laid.

She said they had not 
expected a town the size 
of Herington, with a popu-
lation of a little more than 
2,000, to have all that it 
does.

“Herington has its own 
water treatment plant; sew-
age treatment; plants; elec-
tricity, for goodness sakes,” 
she said. “They have a 
downtown, they have a 
boulevard downtown. 
They have fairgrounds; 
parks; trailhead; a grocery 
store, how many towns 
the size of Herington have 
a grocery store for good-
ness sakes? They have 
the school; and a hospital, 
again how many towns the 
size of Herington have a 
hospital? Lakes, an airport, 
and Herington is actually a 
regional hub for the small-
er towns around there.”

When they pulled to-
gether the inventory of 
what Herington has they 
wanted to emphasize that 
in the comprehensive plan 
and market the town as 

an authentic small town, 
like the ones people fall 
in love with in the Christ-
mas movies.

“You’ve got the real 
deal,” she said. “You’re 
not a Hallmark movie — 
you’re the real thing.”

With a solid base to 
work on, Herington has 
the potential for growth, 
Johnson said. In April the 
students held a commu-
nity workshop. They had 
a list of what they called 
the Right Tools for the 
Job and asked residents 
what tools they wanted 
to keep and what was im-
portant to them.

“At the top of the list 
were things like replace 
the swimming pool with a 
new pool, have a mixture 
of uses in the buildings 
downtown, emphasize a 
do-it-yourself Herington 
or trade program, a farm-
ers market, a round-about 
around (at the intersec-
tion of highways 56 and 
77), and maker space,” 
she said. 

They also want to em-
phasize Herington’s com-
munity, volunteer, and 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

“If you’re a DIYer, then 
Herington is the place for 
you and they will train 
you on how to be a crafts-
man — how to do things 
yourself,” Johnson said 
of the vision. “Herington 
will really be the hub for 
Do-It-Yourself type proj-
ects and things like that. 
We took that idea from 
the tools that were cho-
sen by those that came to 
the Right Tool for the Job 
workshop.”

Looking at the results 
of a survey people from 
Herington and the sur-
rounding community 
filled out, Dross said oth-
er things people want are 
more shopping options, 
a dog park and sever-
al people indicated they 
want entertainment.

“People want a movie 
theater,” he said. “I don’t 
know if our community 
could sustain a full-time 
theater but maybe this is 
a possibility for some-
body, when we go to re-
cruit a business they can 
look at an entertainment 
center.”

Creating the compre-
hensive plan required 
pulling together data on 
the city demographics 
as compared to 20 years 
ago.

“We’re seeing an in-
crease in the Latino 
population over the last 
20 years,” Dross said. 
“We’ve seen an increase 
in income but obviously 
that goes with the times. 
We’re seeing some of the 
population age decrease 
slightly … but it’s still 
not as young as we’d like 
it to be in terms of keep-
ing it stable generation to 
generation.”

Other findings from 
the survey were en-
couraging, Dross said. 
Nearly 90% of survey 
respondents said they 
would like to see the 
population increase over 
3,000. Johnson said the 
maximum for Herington 
should be around 5,000.

“They want to see the 
growth,” Dross said. 
“This tells us we need to 
be proactive right now.”

Johnson will present 
the comprehensive plan 
to the Herington Plan-
ning Commission via 
Zoom at noon June 28.

Comprehensive plan highlights 
town’s potential, small town vibe

       You’re not a Hallmark movie — you’re 
the real deal.  
Bonnie Johnson, PhD, FAICP

Other Findings

Plans for the Future

MICHAEL THOMAS 
CHARLES

Settling of Riley is focus of talk
By Amy Feigley
DCNT Contributor

The Dickinson Coun-
ty Historical Society will 
host Kevin Larson, who 
will talk about the settling 
of northern Riley County 
at 7 p.m., June 25 at the 
Dickinson County Heritage 
Center, 412 S. Campbell, 
Abilene.

Larson will focus on 
the towns of Walsburg, 
Leonardville, Mayday, 
Winkler, Riley, Ran-
dolph, Cleburne, Stock-
dale, and Bala, some 
of which are still cor-
porated and the others, 
ghost towns, with a few 
being left behind with 
the building of the Tut-
tle Creek Dam. He will 

present the history of 
the communities, which 
were established by the 
Swedish, German, and 
Welsh settlers.

Larson, a native of Ri-
ley, graduated from Riley 
County High School in 
1965 and taught history 
and government at his alma 
mater for 41 years. He is 
also a pastor of the Sedalia 

Community Church, lo-
cated north of Manhattan, 
a position he has held for 
36 years. People interested 
in an in-depth history of 
these communities should 
attend.

This program is spon-
sored by the Dickinson 
County Heritage Center 
and is free of charge to the 
public. 

Special to the DCNT

The public is invited to 
attend the June Lunch & 
Learn scheduled for noon 
Thursday, June 23 in per-
son at the Eisenhower 
Center’s library or online. 
Guests are encouraged to 
arrive by 11:45 a.m. as the 
program will start promptly 
at noon. A light box lunch 
will be served on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Continuing with the cen-
ter’s theme of The Making of 
a Leader, guest speaker MAJ 

Evan T. Perperis will speak 
about Leadership, Loss and 
Lessons From the War on 
Terror. Perperis is an active 
duty Army Special Forces 
major currently assigned to 
1st Infantry Division as the 
Community Engagements 
Officer and Big Red One 
Year of the Family Physical 
Strength lead. 

Over the last 18 years, 
he’s spent 44 months in 
combat zones including in 
Baghdad, Mahmudiya and 
Samarra in Iraq. During his 
free time, he is a professional 

Obstacle Course Racing 
athlete. His military and 
OCR accomplishments 
are chronicled in his book 
Ultra-OCR Man: From 
Special Forces Soldier to 
Record-Setting Obstacle 
Course Racing Athlete and 
the upcoming documentary 
Ultra-OCR Man scheduled 
for release in Summer 2022.  

The 2022 Lunch & Learn 
series is made possible 
courtesy of the Eisenhower 
Foundation with generous 
support from the Jeffcoat 
Memorial Foundation.

Lunch program features 
U.S. Army officer, athlete

Abilene makes USA 
Today’s 10Best list
Special to the DCNT

According to a release 
from the editors of the USA 
Today 10Best Readers’ 
Choice contest, Abilene is a 
winner in the 2022 Best His-
toric Small Town category.

“Since this nomination 
was carefully made by an 
expert panel, and the pub-
lic voted for this honor, you 
have earned some serious 
bragging rights!” The editors 
said.

This is the fourth year in a 
row that Abilene finished in 
the top ten. While Abilene 
maintained the top spot 
throughout the voting peri-
od, the community slipped 
to number two in the final 
days when rankings were 
hidden.

“While we hoped to bring 
home the gold, coming in 
second in a nationwide con-
test is quite impressive,” said 
Julie Roller Weeks, Abilene 
Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau director. “This award 
speaks to Abilene’s reputa-
tion as a great place to visit 
and celebrates the commu-
nity’s efforts to preserve and 
promote its history.”

The top 10 winners in the 
2022 Best Historic Small 
Town Contest include:

Abilene ranked No. 4 in 
2021, No. 2 in 2020 and No. 
8 in the 2019 contest. The 
community was also the 
only Kansas finalist in the 
2022 contest. 
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Wednesday
June 22

9 to 10 a.m. Catholic 
Charities Mobile Out-
reach at St. Michael’s 
Church, Chapman

5 to 7 p.m. free com-
munity dinner, Chap-
man United Methodist 
Church, 426 N Sheeran 
Ave. 

Thursday
June 23

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but ap-
pointments are neces-
sary for a 15-minute ses-
sion. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

9 a.m. Summer read-
ing at Herington library, 
kindergarten and young-
er; 10 a.m. for older 
children

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

Noon, Lunch and 
Learn, virtual event, 
register at https://www.
eisenhowerlibrary.gov/

5:45 p.m. sign up 
starts, 8 p.m. last loads 
of laundry go in — 
Laundry Love, up to 
four free loads of laun-
dry per family. Quarters 
and supplies are provid-
ed, K&R Laundry, 412 
N. Marshall, Chapman. 

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine 
Cafe

Friday
June 24

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Taste of 
Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Saturday
June 25

11:30 a.m., 1:10 p.m., 
3:30 p.m., Old Abilene 
Gunfighters at Old 
Abilene Town

7 p.m. History talk 
at Dickinson County 
Heritage Center, 412 S. 
Campbell, Abilene.

Sunday
June 26

Noon — 3 p.m. Ger-
man Sunday Lunches,  
VFW Post 1281, 101 E. 
Main, Herington

1:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
Old Abilene Gunfighters 
at Old Abilene Town

Monday
June 27

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

Tuesday
June 28

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

12:45 p.m. Corn hole 
tournament, Abilene Se-
nior Center

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Salina Diocese schools 
receives accreditation
Special to the DCNT

SALINA, Kansas – The 
Diocese of Salina, of which 
St. Andrew in Abilene is part 
of, has earned accreditation 
through Cognia, a non-prof-
it educational accreditation 
organization. This makes 
Salina the first diocese in 
Kansas to have the schools 
accredited as a whole instead 
of individually. 

“The collaborative efforts 
of school leaders, teachers, 
students, parents, and com-
munity members is some-
thing we can all be proud 
of,” said Superintendent 
Geoff Andrews. “This pro-
cess has brought our schools 
closer together, and we are  
looking forward to contin-
ued improvements” 

In 2016, former superin-
tendent and principal of St. 
Mary’s Grade School, Nick 
Compagnone began work-
ing with Cognia. 

“In the United States, 
including the Salina Diocese, 
most all of our Catholic 
schools  sought accreditation 
through an outside 
accreditation agency,” 
Compagnone said. “In the 
case of Salina Diocese, it 
was the  NCA (North Central 
Accreditation). Many public 
schools also joined the NCA. 

Later on the NCA merged to 
a nationwide network called 
Cognia. The State of Kansas 
now accredits schools as 
K-12 districts. Cognia also 
offers a district model. In 
2016 the Salina Diocese 
embarked on that new 
model.”

Although the process was 
put on hold for one year due 
to COVID-19, the process 
concluded in May of 2022. 
The state reviewed Cognia’s 
findings and delivered the 
comprehensive report back 
to the diocese.  

Cognia provides the Index 
of Education Quality as a ho-
listic measure of overall per-
formance, based on a com-
prehensive set of standards 
and review criteria. This for-
mative tool for improvement 
identifies areas of success 
and areas in need of focus. 
The IEQ is comprised of the 
Standards. 

Diagnostic ratings are 
given in the three Domains: 
Leadership Capacity, Learn-
ing Capacity, and Resource  
Capacity. The IEQ results are 
reported on a scale of 100 to 
400 and provide information 
about how the institution is 
performing compared to ex-
pected criteria. Institutions 
should analyze the IEQ in 
relation to the findings from 

the review in the areas of Ini-
tiate, Improve, and Impact. 

An IEQ score below 250 
indicates the institution has 
several areas in the Initiate 
level and should focus im-
provement efforts on those 
standards within that level. 

An IEQ in the of 225–300 
indicates that the institution 
has several standards with-
in the improve level and is 
using results to inform con-
tinuous improvement and 
demonstrate sustainability. 

An IEQ of 275 and above 
indicates the institution is 
beginning to reach the im-
pact level and is engaged in 
practices that are sustained 
over time and are becoming 
ingrained in the culture of 
the institution. 

Cognia gave the diocese 
an IEQ score of 368, which 
is considerably higher than 
the Cognia  Improvement 
Network 5-year IEQ range 
of 278.34 – 283.33. 

“I am ecstatic that our 
schools received such high 
marks on the recent accred-
itation review,” said Bish-
op Jerry Vincke. “I know a 
lot of hard work by many 
people went in to make this 
possible. It is reaffirming to 
know  our students are re-
ceiving a great education at 
our Catholic schools.” 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Chair and orgainzer Sha-
ron Roberts Meyer said 
the one-day event is called 
Celebrate Seniors and is 
planned as a day to “edu-
cate, enlighten and enter-
tain our seniors.

“Dickinson County 
doesn’t have anything like 
that,” she said. “There’s the 
Sunflower event in Salina 
but we don’t have an Area 
[Agency] on Aging in Dick-
inson County.”

Celebrate Seniors is 
planned for 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 9 at the 
Abilene Community Cen-
ter, 1020 NW Eighth St. It 
will include workshops on 
topics such as understand-
ing Medicare and scams 
targeting seniors. Meyer 
said she is also planning 
on entertainment such as a 

magician and a music. Ven-
dors who have services or 
products for seniors are also 
invited to set up a booth or 
table.

The idea for the day-long 
networking event started 
percolating when Mey-
er worked in marketing at 
Enterprise Estate nursing 
home.

“I thought we needed to 
have a networking group so 
all of us can know about all 
the services that are provid-
ed in the area,” she said. 

She, and several others, 
started meeting and had 
plans for a senior prom but 
then COVID-19 put the 
brakes on those plans.

Once the lockdowns 
started coming to an end 
she sent out invitations and 
restarted the networking 
group.

“The first time we met we 
went around the room shar-

ing what each person did,” 
she said. “It was amazing 
— all the people who of-
fered products and services 
to seniors. They loved the 
idea of networking.”

With $3,000 seed mon-
ey from the Community 
Foundation of Dickinson 
County, Meyer continues 
to look for sponsors and 
there will be a $5 charge to 
attend.

In addition to Meyer, 
committee members are 
Theresa Weishaar with 
Hope Center; Loretta Jas-
per, Neighbor to Neighbor; 
Amanda Fitzgerald, Se-
nior Life Solutions; Linda 
Hawley, Enterprise Estates; 
and Renee Reidy, K-State 
Extension, Chisholm Trail 
District.

For sponsorship and ven-
dor information contact 
Meyer at (970) 613-9610 or 
sharonjrm@gmail.com

Plans underway for Celebrate Senior event

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Amanda Hamilton, an 
Appraiser III in the Dick-
inson County Appraiser’s 
office, recently was award-
ed the professional desig-
nation of Registered Mass 
Appraiser. 

This designation is 
awarded to individuals who 
have successfully complet-
ed at least 200 hours of 
tested course work, have 
at least three years (6,000 
hours) of mass appraisal 
experience and successful-
ly tested during a four-hour 
residential and a four-hour 
commercial case study 
exam.

Hamilton, who will ob-
serve her five-year anni-
versary with the appraiser’s 
office on July 1, has been 
working toward the certifi-
cation since she joined the 
office, but the straight path 
to getting her RMA has tak-
en about two years.

“I started as a data col-
lector and worked my way 
up,” Hamilton said. “This 
certification means a lot to 
me. It took a lot of hard 
work. There were a lot of 
classes and it was pretty 
intense.”

Hamilton’s journey to-
ward certification was de-
layed approximately one 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“The state basically shut 
down and they canceled a 
lot of classes,” Hamilton 
said. “When it came back 
it was nearly all virtual 
classes. The state found 

out they can do more class-
es and more people can be 
in class when they’re done 
virtually.”

The extensive RMA 
course work includes an el-
igibility class, case studies 
for residential and commer-
cial properties and other 
topics.

Hamilton said she enjoys 
working in the appraiser’s 
office, but when she first 
started in the department 
she was a rookie.

“I didn’t know I enjoyed 
it until I started work-
ing there,” she said with a 
laugh. “You don’t really 
start out as a child think-
ing I’m going to be in the 
appraiser’s office when I 
grow up.”

Dickinson County Ap-
praiser Lisa Berg said the 
RMA coursework is rigor-
ous and obtaining the desig-
nation is a high attainment. 
Now that Hamilton has the 

necessary education, Berg 
plans to begin giving her 
extra job duties.

“Eventually she may 
be moved into the deputy 
appraiser position,” Berg 
said. “I plan to give Aman-
da different projects to do 
in the future,” Berg said. 
“I’m hoping to train her in 
Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion Project maintenance – 
this will be a larger project 
to assist with.”

Hamilton also will be 
qualified to take on more 
specialized projects.

Dickinson County is 
willing to fund the cost for 
employees to take classes 
required to further their 
appraisal education and 
knowledge. With these 
classes and experience, 
employees are able to 
advance to different job 
positions within the Ap-
praiser’s Office. With the 
education and training ex-

perience, explaining the 
different appraisal pro-
cesses is easier to convey 
to taxpayers.

The RMA was estab-
lished by state legislation 
in 1997 and is one of four 
options for an individual to 
meet the professional des-
ignation qualifications to 
serve as a county appraiser. 
The designation was devel-
oped and is awarded by the 

Kansas Property Valuation 
Division. 

Berg said the RMA des-
ignation includes taking not 
only state-provided class-
es, but also courses offered 
through the International 
Association of Assessing 
Officers.  Once the desig-
nation has been earned, an 
RMA is required to take 
continuing education to 
maintain their designation. 

Appraiser earns industry designation

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Amanda Hamilton, an Appraiser III in the Dickinson 
County Appraiser’s office, recently was awarded the 
Registered Mass Appraiser (RMA) designation. This 
means she will be able to take on more specialized 
projects in the appraiser’s office.

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
This certificate and pin was awarded to Amanda Hamil-
ton showing she has received the professional desig-
nation of Registered Mass Appraiser.

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Courtesy photo
Elizabeth Weese, executive director of the Community 
Foundation of Dickinson County presents Sharon Rob-
erts Meyer a contribution of $3,000, May 26, for Cele-
brate Seniors, a networking event for senior citizens.

Staff Report

Dickinson County law 
enforcement agencies are 
investigating two deaths, 
which occurred this 
month.

Sheriff Jerry Davis 
said his department and 
the Kansas Bureau of In-
vestigations are investi-
gating the June 7 death 
of 19-year-old Michael 
Thomas Charles of Hope.

According to the incident 
report, deputies were dis-
patched to 1318 500 Ave. 
outside of Hope at 10:14 
p.m. and the offender is 
suspected to have been us-
ing drugs or narcotics. 

The Dickinson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department 
called KBI in to assist in 
the investigation and are 
awaiting autopsy results. 

Two days later, on June 9, 
the Herington Police Depart-
ment responded to a shoot-
ing call within city limits.

Police Chief Chad Lan-
gly said Brooke Gursky 
died in an apparent acci-
dental shooting. His de-
partment is continuing 
the investigation but it 
appears Gursky’s husband 
was handling the firearm 
at the time of the shoot-
ing. Gursky was deceased 
when law enforcement ar-
rived, he said.

Two unrelated 
deaths under 
investigation
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“The heavy downpour 
quit just 
in time for 
the parade 
to go on as 
planned.”

T a k i n g 
the detour 
to prevent 
a mud-
d y - r o a d 
m i s h a p , 
it was an 
hour’s drive to the fair-
grounds starting location.

Obviously, many others 
were anticipating parade 
participation as dozens of 
horses, floats, and other en-
tries were already waiting 
in line.

Exactly, 2 o’clock, the 
annual Flint Hills Rodeo 
parade from Cottonwood 
Falls to the Strong City ro-
deo arena was underway.

Not even a sprinkle 
dropped during the hour-
long route with an enjoy-
able time for everybody 
although spectator viewing 
seemed low.

Quite the contrast to 59 
years ago, the first time 
riding in that rodeo parade. 
Then, the rain never did 
stop, although there were 
still plenty of parade en-
trants and spectators too.

Although missing a 
number of those parades 
through the decades, other 
times remain quite memo-
rable. That first one sticks 
out like it was right now.

The first year to own 
Spot, there was no way to 
get there until an elderly 
cowboy offered a ride. It 
was already pouring down 
when loading into his truck 
at the old railroad stock-
yards. 

The same parade start-
ing point as nowadays, 

lots of horses and ded-
icated riders participat-
ed without complaining. 
Certainly, an exciting 
time for the 12-year-old 
wannabe cowboy in his 
first rodeo parade. Rain 
never letdown as the ro-
deo also went on with 
ample spectators.

Several different hors-
es have been used for the 
parade with not everyone 
remembered. 

A raised-ranch gray 
gelding called The Won-
derful Zane pranced 
high-headed all the way 
through one year. Those 
riding along insisted, 
“Don’t hold his head so 
tight,” but directions were 
not followed, thus pre-
venting a runaway.

Another year the 
nice-headed sorrel gelding 
called Jaguar was most 
enjoyable to ride. He even 
received a compliment 
from Mr. Roberts, who 
had organized the rodeo 
years earlier. “That’s a 
better-looking horse than 
you usually ride,” he said.

The fringed top carriage 
was used in the parade for 
at least two years. That 
big grey gelding called 
Silver made a nice-look-
ing outfit, but his anx-
iousness was hazardous, 
to say the least. 

Mae the bay draft mare 
pulling the fancy vehicle 
a couple of years later 
was sure safer. 

Some “real cowboys” 
belittle parades, but they 
are fun for many others.

Reminded of Mark 
12:38:  They like to pa-
rade and bestow greet-
ings to bystanders.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago - 1897
TO BUILD SKY-

SCRAPER – Plans have 
b e e n 
d r a w n 
in New 
York for 
a struc-
t u r e 
of fif-
t y - n i n e 
s t o r i e s . 
It will 
be the 
h i g h e s t 
building in the world – 
until Chicago can put 
up one to beat it. (The 
Park Row Building in 
New York, designed by 
R.H. Robertson and Na-
thaniel Roberts, never 
actually made it to 59 
stories. But at 31 stories 
it reached 391 feet tall 
and was the tallest office 
building in the world 
until surpassed by the 
Singer Tower in 1908. 
4,000 people worked in 

the Park Row Building. 
Today, the Park Row 
building consists of lux-
ury apartments and re-
tail/office space.)

100 years ago - 1922
CAMPAIGN RAISES 

$2700 FOR SWIMMING 
POOL – Approximately 
$2700 was raised in the 
swimming pool campaign 
which closed Saturday 
night. That amount may 
reach $3000 as sever-
al have promised to pay 
in a few days. This is of 
course far short of the 
$5000 which the commit-
tee hoped to raise. How-
ever, a very good pool 
can be provided with the 
funds raised and the pre-
liminary steps for build-
ing it will be taken soon. 
The threatened strike of 
railway employees cut 
down the pledges consid-
erably. Men at the shops 
and at the car department 
did not relish the idea 
of making contributions 
when idleness confronted 
them.

75 years ago - 1947
BOB CARRUTH IS 

NEW WATCHMAKER 
HERE – With Bob Carruth 
now in charge of the watch 
repair department in Car-
ruth’s Jewelry, the third 
generation takes its place 
in this fifty-one-year-old 
Herington institution. The 
store was organized by A. 
J. Carruth, Sr. in 1896. His 
son, Edgar Carruth op-
erated the store until his 
death several years ago. 
Since that time, the store 
has been operated by Dee 
Carruth, mother of Bob 
Carruth. Bob Carruth has 
completed the course at 
the Kansas City Scholl of 
Watchmaking and has re-
cently been employed at 
the Joe Optican Jewelry in 
St. Joseph, Mo. He served 
44 months in the armed 
forces, eleven of which 
were spent in India and 
China.

50 years ago - 1972
HAROLD ROEVER 

BUYS INTEREST – Har-
old and Lucille Roever of 
Manhattan have purchased 
an interest in the O’Connor 
Ford-Mercury dealership and 
will move to Herington from 
Manhattan with their three 
daughters, Deborah, Donna, 
and Robin. In making the 
announcement on Monday, 
Donald P. O’Connor said Mr. 
Roever started to work that 
day and he was confident that 
his past experience would be 
most beneficial to the firm. 
The Roevers have operated 
service stations at Atwood 
and Ogden and for the past 
five years have had a used car 
lot in Manhattan. They have 
been active in 4-H Club lead-
ership and raise riding hors-
es. Mr. O’Connor added the 
Rovers were looking for a 
home here with a nearby pas-
ture in order that they might 
have a place for their horses.
Herington Historical Society 
& Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

My load 
of laundry 
switched to 
the spin cycle 
when it be-
gan the deep 
throbbing beat 
of an imbal-
anced load. It 
made me want 
to dance, yet I 
hurried to the 

laundry room opened the ma-
chine and recentered the load. 
When I restarted the machine, 
the dance party was over and 
once again laundry was just a 
household chore.

I was reminded of a recent 
Facebook memory of my little 
granddaughter dancing to the 
beat of the washing machine. 
She felt the beat deep in her soul 
and she was having a party all 
alone in the laundry room. She 
is older now, so laundry is never 
a party. The party beat has been 

replaced with a pre-teen wailing 
the blues.

How many things in my life 
have changed just because of 
my attitude? When did I make 
the move from “May I help?” 
to “Do I have to?” Perhaps the 
problem is not the activity but 
the attitude.  

I listen now to the dryer and 
the click, click of the zipper 
presents a nice beat. I remember 
when cleaning as a kid afforded 
me a chance to re-arrange the 
living room. I was so excited to 
have that input in my family’s 
home life. 

Mom and I use to plan house-
keeping days with care. We 
filled the stereo with all our 
favorite records, opened our 
bottle of soda pop, placed it in 
a cupboard where my younger 
siblings could not see it, and hid 

some snacks in strategic places. 
When everything was ready, we 
tore through the house with gig-
gles and joy.  

I wonder how my life and my 
relationships would be enhanced 
if I listened for the rhythm and 
looked for chances to dance.  Time 
to find out.  Don’t be surprised if 
you find me dancing up the street 
this summer. Bow in and we can 
dance this life together.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Pastor’s Feeling the beat

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

Rain stops for parade

$2,700 raised for swimming pool

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

100 years ago, 1922
Mr. and Mrs. U. E. Schlap-

pi and 
c h i l d r e n 
June, Flor-
ence and 
E l e a n o r 
r e t u r n e d 
home last 
S u n d a y 
from a vis-
it with Mr. 
Schlappi’s 
b r o t h e r , 
John, at Lincoln, KS.

This would have been 
quite a trip from the farm 

north of Chapman to Lin-
coln. Small town papers 
always told of visits and 
out-of-town guests. I am 
guessing the older son Har-
vey might have stayed home 
to take care of the farm.

75 years ago, 1947
Upon his return from 

Kansas City, E.J. Lorson 
and Sons Hardware said 
today that Chevrolet will 
soon present a new line of 
commercial cars and trucks. 
Without doubt, the new line 
of Chevrolet trucks is the 
finest ever offered to the 
American public. Lorson 
said, “In style, comfort 
and hauling efficiency, the 

vehicles set new standards 
which are certain to secure 
endorsement of all truck 
owners and drivers.” The 
new line of trucks will be 
down in Chapman within 
the near future.

Lorson and Sons pro-
vided many opportunities 
for residents to view cars, 
trucks, and farm equip-
ment. There is an article 
in the CAPS newsletter 
about farm equipment sold 

through Lorson’s. Stop in at 
CAPS and check out the ar-
ticle Thelma Lexow wrote.

50 years ago, 1972
The Chapman Business 

and Professional Women’s 
Club met Monday evening 
with Loretta Sawin. Saw-
in narrated “Main Street 
USA” featuring styles cre-
ated by FHA designers. 
Sawin, who recently re-
signed as Home Econom-
ics Teacher at the Chapman 
High School, was present-
ed a lamp as a farewell gift. 
She has been a member of 
the club for 22 years. 

Ms Sawin retired and 
returned to her home area 

in Waterville, Kansas. 
She lived to be 102 years 
of age and died in 2013. 
Even to this day, you can 
hear her students talk 
about what they learned 
in her class.

25 years ago, 1997
Mildred McLaughlin of 

the Indian Hill EHU gave 
the lesson roses. She told 
the group that the flower 
originated in Central Asia 
millions of years ago and 
spread over the northern 
hemisphere. T

he Peace Rose is the 
most popular Hybrid Tea. 
The rose bed should be 
placed where at least six 

hours of sunshine each day 
is assured.

Mildred and Harry raised 
their family in Chapman. She 
was an RN at the Chapman 
Valley Manor when it opened 
and worked there for many 
years. She passed away in 
2015.

Quote of the week: “June 
reminders: Make time for 
fun, rest and love. Authen-
ticity makes you shine. You 
are worthy of love and atten-
tion. Always be kinder than 
you need to. You always 
have a choice. Growth is not 
always visible..” ~Author 
unknown 
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

New Chevy’s on their way to Chapman

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Friday, June 24
Baked Turkey, Mashed 
& Gravy,  Carrots and 
Peas, Wheat Roll, Fruit, 
Cake
Monday, June 27
Hamburger’s, Lettuce 
& Tomato, Pea Salad, 
Fruit, Brownie
Tuesday, June 28
Ham Salad on Let-
tuce Leaf,  Tomato & 
Cheese, Wheat Bread, 
Fruit, Cookie

Wednesday, June 29
Swedish Meatballs & 
Pasta, Italian Blend 
Vegs., Garlic Toast, Fruit
Thursday, June 30
Chicken Casserole 
Bake, Broccoli & Calif., 
Wheat
Roll, Fruit,
Cookies

Friday, June 24
Lasagna, Strawberry / 
Spinach Salad, Garlic 
Stick, Banana
Monday, June 27
Meatloaf, Mashed Po-
tatoes & Gravy, Succo-
tash, Pineapple, Biscuit

Tuesday, June 28
Cream of Potato Soup, 
Grilled Turkey and 
Swiss on Bread, Rosy 
Applesauce, Cookie
Wednesday, June 29
Turkey & Noodles, 
Glazed Carrots, Peas, 
Peaches, Wheat Roll
Thursday, June 30
Roast Beef, Mashed Po-
tatoes & Gravy, Brocco-
li, Pears, Wheat Roll

Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Alida Upland 
Cooperative Parish

2243 3300 Ave., Junction City
11 a.m. Worship Service

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service
Our Redeemer Lutheran

802 E. Trapp, Herington
8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

ENTERPRISE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

If you would like to help sponsor our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, 

contact us at 785-366-6186 or email dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Dear Editor,

Throughout my time serv-
ing you all on the Abilene 
City Commission, I have 
learned first-hand what ef-
fective, pragmatic leadership 
looks like. The foundation 
and continued knowledge 
of that stems largely from 
watching, listening, and em-
ulating our very own Repre-
sentative John Barker.

This leadership can be 
seen in his introduction, hear-
ing, working, and carrying 
of HB2058 on behalf of the 
Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral and our next Governor, 
Derek Schmidt. This bill 
provided for the reciprocity 
in Kansas of concealed carry 
permits issued in other states 
across the country. Without 

this mutual reciprocity it was 
feared that other states that 
currently recognize Kansas’ 
concealed carry permits may 
no longer do so. In addition, 
this bill created a new class of 
provisional concealed carry 
permits for individuals 18-20 
years of age that previously 
could not obtain a concealed 
carry permit as well as creat-
ing the Kansas Protection of 
Firearm Rights Act to restore 
the right to possess a firearm 
upon expungement of certain 
convictions. 

When our state’s top law 
enforcement officer needed 
to ensure the passage of this 
legislation that is vitally im-
portant to our 2 Amendment 
rights, he knew he could trust 
John to deliver, and so can 
we. It is evident why John is 

and will continue to be en-
dorsed by the National Rifle 
Association and the Kansas 
State Rifle Association.

I have tried to remain con-
cise, but I can assure you there 
are a plethora of leadership 
examples John has shown as 
our faithful State Representa-
tive in Topeka. The 70” Dis-
trict is home for John, he will 
continue to work tirelessly to 
make sure our voice is heard 
loudly in the Statehouse, and 
I know he will never abandon 
us in that fight.

I will be proudly casting 
my vote for John Barker and 
in favor of the Value Them 
Both Amendment on August 
2, I urge you to please do the 
same!

Brandon L. Rein
Abilene

Effective conservative 
leadership with Barker

Editors Note: In holding Representa-
tive John Barker to the Dickinson County 
News-Times guidelines pertaining to word 
length, his response to several previous 
letters printed in the DCNT will appear in 
four installments.

To the Editor:
Having served our district since 2013, I 

have weathered numerous attacks over the 
course of several elections. But, even when 
I viewed an opponent’s agenda as foreign 
to our traditional Kansas values, I never felt 
the need to use their name in so much as 
a social media post. Neither have I felt it 
necessary to respond to claims made by op-
ponents through local news outlets, no mat-
ter how outrageous or personal the attacks 
were. My neighbors — those I’ve served for 
years — know my reputation and I believe 
it needs no defense. It has not, then, been 
an easy decision to write this letter. Howev-
er, I take my charge to represent the people 
of the 70th District very seriously and the 
new borders of our district have brought in 
many new constituents I have not yet had 
the pleasure of getting to know. I hope this 
letter answers any questions readers might 
have about the recent session.

The first matter I’d like to address is 
Redistricting. Every 10 years, the House 
and Senate are charged with drawing their 
own districts, as well as the district bound-
aries for the Board of Education and our 
state’s seats in Congress. The Redistrict-
ing process faced many challenges. Due 
to COVID-19 the federal Census data for 
redistricting was delayed. Redistricting is 
always a challenge due to the inherent dif-

ficulty of getting a majority of 165 legisla-
tors to agree to a single plan. Despite these 
challenges, the Legislature was still able to 
pass the maps on schedule, with bipartisan 
majorities.

My opponent indicated he was drawn 
out of the district. When I first filed to run 
in 2012, I filed in the 68th District know-
ing the district could change. It did change 
as redistricting put me in the 70th District. 
I chose to continue living in my longtime 
home in the new 70th District rather than 
picking up and moving just to run for the 
68th District. This is a common situation 
in a redistricting year.

While I am a member of the House Re-
districting Committee, the changes to the 
70th District favor a challenger rather than 
giving me an advantage. About 20% of the 
district is new to me. Redistricting comes 
down to numbers and the magic number 
for each House district was 23,535. Due to 
population shifts, western Kansas lost two 
districts, which shifted to Johnson County. 
The 70th District lost about 2,500 people 
in the past decade and our surrounding dis-
tricts were in the same boat. Because of the 
population shifts, the 70th District lost a 
handful of townships in Dickinson County 
and another in Clay County, while gaining 
significant new territory to the south.

The changes to the 70th District are the 
norm, not the exception. In fact, the map 
resulted in 124 of the 125 House districts 
in the state changing. After passage, the 
map went to the courts for review and the 
Kansas Supreme Court found it met the 
legal requirements and approved them as 
they were passed.

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor
To get a head count for 

T-shirts and water bottles, 
camp coordinators request 
registration be returned by 
June 24. Those submitting 
forms after this date are 
not guaranteed a shirt or 
water bottle. 

Hospital to 
host town hall 
Memorial Health Sys-
tem will host a town hall 
meeting for the 2022 
Community Health Needs 
Assessment from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Thursday, July 
21 at the Nichols Educa-
tion Center, basement of 
Abilene Child Learning 

Center, 1003 N Brady St., 
Abilene. 

This community meet-
ing will consist of review-
ing area health indicators, 
viewing online survey re-
sults, and gathering feed-
back and opinions on key 
unmet community health 
needs.

To properly prepare 
for this meeting, it is 
imperative that com-
munity members RSVP 
if they desire to attend. 
There are only 40 avail-
able seats. Go to MHS’s 
hospital website or Face-
book page to obtain the 
link to RSVP. Those who 
RSVP will be emailed 

additional information a 
few days prior to event.

Commodities 
Distribution 
date set

The next free food — 
commodities distribution 
is Saturday, June 25  at the 
First Christian Church, 
15 S First St., Herington. 
Distribution is on a first-
come first-serve basis 
starting at 9 a.m. and goes 
until 11 a.m. or when the 
food is gone.

For more information 
call Linda Ralston at (785) 
375-2373.

BRIEFS Continued from P. 1

Barker responds to letters

“He was with us for 
fifteen years and did one 
hell of a job,” Marsteller 
said. “‘He said, ‘you 
guys here aren’t just 
friends, you’re family.’ 
That’s how we consider 
Dustin and his family.”

Brewer was honored 
to be included with such 
greats as Lecile Harris, 
Mike Mathis, Gerald 
Roberts, and other rodeo 
legends who have been 
on buckles. 

“Even just to be con-
sidered is an honor,” he 
said. “You have people 

(on the buckles) that 
are highly thought of in 
rodeo, and not just in 
Abilene but in the world. 
So to be on one, is pretty 
amazing, really.”

He and his wife Tar-
ra and sons Brogan and 
Brylee will be in Abilene 
for this year’s rodeo.

 Brewer’s likeness on 
the buckle is the sixth 
in the fifth series. The 
buckle collection started 
in 1989.

The annual buckle 
auction for the rodeo 
will be Monday, Aug. 1 

at the Shockey and Lan-
des Building in Abilene 
at 324 North Broadway. 
Buckles numbered one 
through 10 and number 
500 will be auctioned 
off.

Social hour for the 
auction begins at 7 pm, 
with the auction to fol-
low at 7:30 pm. 

The rodeo 1s 7:30 p.m. 
Aug. 3 through 6 at Ei-
senhower Park, Abilene. 

For more information 
about the auction, vis-
it www.WildBillHick-
okRodeo.com

BUCKLE Continued from P. 1

A few rows of sever-
al wheat varieties were 
planted and after harvest 
researchers will compare 
the data from Dickin-
son County to the same 
wheat planted in test 
plots around the state, 
Roberts said.

“There’s different 
types of research and 

research data,” he said. 
“There is what we call 
field data, … and that’s 
what that is up there 
[in Dickinson County]. 
These variety plots, they 
are all over the state, 
there’s dang near one or 
two in every county.”

The other type of re-
search is replicated tri-

als in which the wheat is 
planted four or five times 
in the same location.

“If you’re a research 
scientist, that’s where 
you really get your jol-
lies,” Roberts said. “Re-
searchers really hang 
their hat on replicated 
data, not just one shot in 
that field.”

WHEAT Continued from P. 1
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!
VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil®
Air Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com
STEVE CRICHTON State Farm

Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
AKC Boston Terrier 

Pups. Ready in August. ALL 
MALES. JHC cleared through 
parents. Contact Ralph DeZa-
go 785-258-0263

Farm/Livestock
Use Happy Jack® Kennel 

Dip as an area spray to control 
lyme disease ticks, fleas, sta-
ble flies, & mosquitoes where 
they breed. At Orscheln Farm 
& Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell 
your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hir-

ing Class A drivers to run 
from Kansas City to the west 
coast. Home Weekly! Great 
Benefits! www.convoysys-
tems.com Call Tina ext. 301 
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-
6869.

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• FT MDS Coordinator
• FT Night shift Nurse (12 hour shifts)

• FT Dishwasher • FT Homemaker
• FT C.N.A. Evenings

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

INSURANCE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

SEASONAL

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348 

CAREGIVER WANTED 
ELDER CARE/COMPANIONS
5 DAYS A WEEK • 5 HOURS PER DAY

SALARY - $20/HOUR
Applicant must have a clean record, good

recommendations, mobile, many related skills.
For more details about the position, email

kerrifield147@gmail.com

- USD 481 - - USD 481 - 
RURAL VISTA SCHOOLSRURAL VISTA SCHOOLS

is looking for a 
FULL-TIME

ASSISTANT CUSTODIAN 
FOR HOPE SCHOOLS
Applicants must be able to: 

- pass a background check and physical
- lift or move 60 pounds

- operate machinery/equipment as needed
To acquire an application, please email 

trhodes@usd481.com.

Be a
Part of It!

NEWS-NEWS-
TIMESTIMES

DICKINSON COUNTYDICKINSON COUNTY

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

Help Wanted

• Morning Route Bus Driver - $25.00 per hr. per route; 
training provided.

• Route Bus Driver – $25.00 per hr. per route;
 training provided.
• Activity Driver – after school activities, CDL required.
• School Vehicle Driver – no CDL required.

Applications available at district 
office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD 397 is accepting applications 
for the following positions:

• Mechanical knowledge and skills essential
• Route and activity scheduling
• Assignment and supervision of route and activity drivers
• Computer skills
• CDL required
• Drive a bus route

Applications available at district 
office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD #397 is 
accepting applications for 

Transportation
Director:
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from Kansas City to the west 
coast. Home Weekly! Great 
Benefits! www.convoysys-
tems.com Call Tina ext. 301 
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-
6869.

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• FT MDS Coordinator
• FT Night shift Nurse (12 hour shifts)

• FT Dishwasher • FT Homemaker
• FT C.N.A. Evenings

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

INSURANCE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

SEASONAL

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348 

CAREGIVER WANTED 
ELDER CARE/COMPANIONS
5 DAYS A WEEK • 5 HOURS PER DAY

SALARY - $20/HOUR
Applicant must have a clean record, good

recommendations, mobile, many related skills.
For more details about the position, email

kerrifield147@gmail.com

- USD 481 - - USD 481 - 
RURAL VISTA SCHOOLSRURAL VISTA SCHOOLS

is looking for a 
FULL-TIME

ASSISTANT CUSTODIAN 
FOR HOPE SCHOOLS
Applicants must be able to: 

- pass a background check and physical
- lift or move 60 pounds

- operate machinery/equipment as needed
To acquire an application, please email 

trhodes@usd481.com.

Be a
Part of It!

NEWS-NEWS-
TIMESTIMES

DICKINSON COUNTYDICKINSON COUNTY

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

Help Wanted

• Morning Route Bus Driver - $25.00 per hr. per route; 
training provided.

• Route Bus Driver – $25.00 per hr. per route;
 training provided.
• Activity Driver – after school activities, CDL required.
• School Vehicle Driver – no CDL required.

Applications available at district 
office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD 397 is accepting applications 
for the following positions:

• Mechanical knowledge and skills essential
• Route and activity scheduling
• Assignment and supervision of route and activity drivers
• Computer skills
• CDL required
• Drive a bus route

Applications available at district 
office, 785-983-4304 or on
website, www.usd397.com.

 Application deadline:
until position filled.  EOE

Centre USD #397 is 
accepting applications for 

Transportation
Director:
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With the support of sponsors 
the  Dickinson County News-
Times prints a different type of 
puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram

When there is a fifth week in 
the month the puzzle is chosen 
at random.

 If you would like to become 
a sponsor, contact DCNT at 
(785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Thank you to our sponsor

Navarre BoostersNavarre Boosters
Justin Latzke
Club Reporter

Many officers were absent for the May 9 
meeting of the Navarre Booster 4-H club. 
Quorum was met, so the Junior officers 
practiced their leadership skills. Junior Pres-
ident, Victoria Jackson called the meeting to 
order and conducted business until Sr. Pres-
ident Tucker Stroda arrived. She continued 
her duties with his coaching.  Jr. Secretary, 
Audrey Dester recorded the minutes of the 
business meeting, and Jr. Vice-President, 
Dalton Davidson announced the program.  
The meeting concluded by saying the club 
motto, “To Make the Best Better.”

4-H Council4-H Council
Special to the DCNT

The Dickinson County State Fair is right 
around the corner. This spring, 4-Hers 
have been busy getting prepared for this 
summer’s events. If they were enrolled 
in a market animal project then they have 
weighed and registered their animals, pos-
sibly shown at a spring show, and got cer-
tified through Youth for the Quality and 
Care of Animals. Other 4-Hers have been 
creating or practicing their projects so that 
they will be in “tip-top shape” for fair 
week. This year to stay updated on all the 
fair events, find the premium guide only on 
the Chisholm Trail District website. 

4-H Council members were asked to 
think about leadership with their clubs. 
At this bi-monthly council meeting 
Jill Martinson, K-State 4-H Extension 
agent, led council members through an 
activity on non-verbal communication. 
The council discussed how important 
non-verbal communication is in every 
area of life. The council members will 
repeat this activity at their clubs at their 
next meeting.

On July 16, 4-H Pizza Promotion Night 
will be hosted by Tossed and Sauced, 
available in Dine-in or Carry-out. Choose 
to support 4-H by mentioning them when 
you purchase a pizza on that day. The next 
4-H Council meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 25.

WillowdaleWillowdale
By Bailey Woody
Club Reporter

The Willowdale 4-H club monthly meet-
ing was called to order by president Jeson 
Woodworth at 7 p.m. Jan. 17 at Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Flag Salute and club 
pledge was led by Chase Lillard and Chase 
Swanson. 

Josie Wilson talked about snow and frost 
for safety spot and Jade Wilson gave the re-
cord book reminder. Amara Johnson gave 
the parliamentary talk, discussing how to 
amend a motion. Our song leaders Corbin 
and Isabella lead the club in the song, “If 
you’re happy and you know it.” Roll call 
was answered by “What is your favorite 
4-H event?” There were 20 members, two 
leaders and four parents present. 

Chase Swanson gave the treasurer’s 
report. 4-H council reported that the 

next meeting would be by zoom at 7:40 
p.m. January 24t for the full council. 
Leader Jody Ehrich talked about 4-H 
basketball sign-up and that the club will 
have a co-ed team. 4-H Day sign-up is 
due. Leader Katie Kohman talked about 
looking out for the new clover connec-
tion, scholarships and K-State Show 
Day. 

There was no old business but under new 
business the club voted to have a co-ed 
4-H basketball team to play on March 12 
for the county tournament. For programs, 
Braden Wilsonmtalked about photogra-
phy. Josie Wilson told us about gymnastics 
and Jade Wilson showed us her hedgehog 
she cares for. 

Under announcements, we are remind-
ed to sign the thank you card for Pinna-
cle Bank for the Christmas tree decorating 
prize we won. The meeting was moved to 
be adjourned by Alice Bathurst and sec-
onded by Wyatt Bathurst. The meeting was 
adjourned by saying the club motto. 

Jolly JaysJolly Jays
Colten Abeldt
Club Reporter

 The regular monthly meeting of the Jol-
ly Jays was held on May 8t at the Woodbine 
Fellowship Hall. President Addison Acheson 
called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance and 4-H 
Pledge was led by Max Dixon and Nolan 
Hall. Song leaders Adeline Hackett and 
Nolan Hall led the club in singing “Hap-
py Birthday” for May birthdays. Roll call 
was answered with “What is your favor-
ite flower?” by 12 members, two Clover-
buds, three leaders, and six parents for 
a total of 23 present. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and corrected 
then approved.

Kinsey Acheson, treasurer, reported on 
the club’s balance. Reporter Colten Abeldt 
reported that the minutes of the previous 
meeting had been sent in and published. 
Mackenzie Hall and Carleigh Abeldt, 4-H 
Council Representatives, that the next 
meeting would be May 23 and it would be 
held at Sterl Hall. The T-shirt committee 
updated on the extension logo placement 
options. 

 Becky Dibben discussed summer meet-
ing times. Laura Laughlin discussed the 
Educational Committee and Project Tour 
Committee. 

There was no unfinished business to 
come before the club. For a new business 
Nolan Hall made a motion to put the logo 
on the sleeve of the t-shirts, it was second-
ed and passed. The club voted to form a 
committee for the 4th of July events. Col-
ten Abeldt made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting by saying the club motto. The mo-
tion was seconded and passed. For the pro-
gram Addison Acheson talked about “How 
to give shots,” Kinsey Acheson shared 
“The perfect way to wean your cattle with 
no bawling,” and Adeline Hackett read a 
story. 

The next meeting will be held on June 
12. Program will be provided by Colten 
Abeldt and Sophie Polok.  

Courtesy photo
From left, junior leaders Audrey Dester and Victoria Jackson, and senior leader Tuck-
er Stroda conduct the monthly meeting of the Navarre Booster Club on May 9.

Join us for Cupcakes & Punch
Wednesday - Friday at the Hope Branch
              

HELP US THANK LORNA Morgan
FOR HER 41+ YEARS

& WISH HER A HAPPY RETIREMENT!

4-H Roundup4-H Roundup

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

By Annika Wiebers
K-State Research 
and Extension news 
service

 
MANHATTAN, Kan. 

– It takes more than just 
skill in a project area 
for a Kansas 4-H mem-
ber to earn the title of 
‘State Project Winner.’ 
This year two 4-H mem-
bers from Abilene earned 
that title. Callie Jones 
received it in Dog Care 
and Training and Adam 
Snowball earned it in 
Plant Science. 

Each year, 4-H youth 
of all ages submit Kan-
sas Project Report forms, 
and one state winner is 
selected from the senior 
division (ages 14-18) for 
each project. In addition 
to learning new project 
skills, these youth must 
also demonstrate growth 
and strength in leader-
ship, organization, civic 
engagement, and above 
all, communication. 

The Kansas 4-H Youth 
Development celebrates 
the top achievers in 
each project area at the 
Emerald Circle Awards 
Banquet, hosted by the 
Kansas 4-H Foundation. 

Winners are selected 
based on their project 
report forms, which are 
records created by the 
4-H members of their 
most significant accom-
plishments in a specific 
project area throughout 
the year. 

Project report forms 
progress through county, 
regional and statewide 
screenings before the 
state winner in each proj-
ect area is recognized at 
Emerald Circle. 

In previous years, Em-
erald Circle was attended 
by state project winners, 
their families,extension 
agents, and some of Kan-
sas 4-H’s biggest donors, 
but this year, organizers 
merged Kansas 4-H Dis-
covery Days and Emer-
ald Circle -- which took 
place at the same time at 
K-State. 

Approximately 200 
additional 4-H youth at-
tended the event, which 
included the recognition 
of state project winners, 
keynote speakers and 
Call Hall ice cream. The 
change, organizer said, 
was partially driven by 
the goal of increasing 
awareness of the state 

project awards and giv-
ing the younger members 
something to aspire to. 

“We have an impres-
sive set of young people 
who have accomplished 
so much in their 4-H 
project work,” said Beth 
Hinshaw, a 4-H Youth 
Development specialist 
in the southeast region. 
“Being named a proj-
ect award winner is one 
of the highest individu-
al achievements within 
Kansas 4-H. All it takes 
is one spark to ignite that 
passion in a 4-H project 
that can then create so 
many learning opportu-
nities and even the possi-
bility of a future career.” 

Being a state project 
winner indicates prior 
excellence and points 
to future potential, Hin-
shaw said. Youth must 
display leadership skills 
and hearts for service by 
organizing events like 
community service proj-
ects, project meetings to 
share their expertise with 
younger 4-H members, 
and other unique efforts. 

The project winners are 
also eligible to attend the 
National 4-H Congress 
in Atlanta in November. 

County has two 4-H 
State Project Winners

Upcoming eventsUpcoming events
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Emporia  
honor roll
Emporia State University 
congratulates more than 
750 undergraduates named 
to the university honor roll 
for spring 2022. Students 
from this area included on 
the list are:

Courtney DeWeese of 
Abilene, Whitney Gilbert 
of Abilene, Michelle Young 
of Abilene, Myranda Stika 
of Burdick, Peyton Kitch-
ens of Chapman, Alexandra 
Gentry of Council Grove, 
Kansas

Matthew Goeckel of 
Council Grove, Vanessa 
Almaguer of Gypsum, Tan-
ner Schneider of Herington, 
Holly Brockmeier of Hope, 
Erica Linder of Hope, Al-
lison Molleker of Marion, 
Maria Stuchlik of Marion, 
Bailey Paden of Solomon, 
Taylor Lindley of Wilsey.

To qualify for the uni-

versity honor roll, students 
earned a minimum 3.80 se-
mester grade point average 
in at least 12 graded hours.

Washburn 
2022 graduates

TOPEKA, KS — Wash-
burn University announces 
the students in its spring 
2022 graduating class. 
More than 800 students 
completed their courses for 
certificates, associate, bach-
elor’s, master’s and doctor-
ate degrees.

“These students have 
worked hard to not only 
better themselves but they 
are the best representation 
for Washburn. We know 
they will continue to up-
hold our standards long 
after graduation,” said Dr. 
Jerry Farley, Washburn 
University president.

Chapman: Sierra Car-
reno, Delaney Claeys and 

Brianna Loy
Abilene: Courtney De-

Weese, Erik Hageman, 
Adara James and Brenna 
Riffel.

Amy Plank Named to 
Dean’s List for Spring 2022

Cloud County 
Community  
College honors 

Cloud County Commu-
nity has announced the 
names of students on the 
Spring 2022 honor roll. To 
be named to this honor roll, 
students must be enrolled 
in a minimum of 12 hours 
of college coursework and 
earned a semester grade 
point average of 3.66-
3.899. Area students on the 
list are:

Tyler Dalke and Vincentt 
Mowry, both of Chapman.

To be named to the presi-
dent’s list, students must be 

enrolled in a minimum of 
12 hours of college course-
work and earned a semester 
grade point average of 3.9-
4.0. Area students on the 
president’s honor roll are:

Zachery Ferris Kevin 
Mills, both of Chapman.

Washburn’s 
president’s list

TOPEKA, KS — Wash-
burn University announced 
its president’s list honorees 
for the spring 2022 semes-
ter. To qualify for the pres-
ident’s list, a student must 
complete at least 12 hours 
of graded credits and earn 
a semester grade point av-
erage of 4.0.

Sierra Carreno of Chap-
man

Payton Cunningham of 
Council Grove

Brianna Loy of Chapman 
Brenna Riffel of Abilene 
Kayley Taylor of Abilene 

More than 575 students 
qualified for the President’s 
List. Washburn University 
is proud of these students 
and their commitment to 
excellence.

Cedarville  
deans list, 
graduates

CEDARVILLE, OH —  
Cedarville University stu-
dent Amy Plank of Marion, 
was named to the dean’s list 
at Cedarville University for 
spring 2022. This recogni-
tion requires the student to 
obtain a 3.5 GPA or higher 
for the semester and car-
ry a minimum of 12 credit 
hours. She also with grad-
uated in the spring with an 
undergraduate degree in 
English .

Lewis Plank, also of 
Marion, KS, majoring in 
music, was named to the 

dean’s honor list for spring 
2022. This recognition re-
quires the student to obtain 
a 3.75 GPA or higher for the 
semester and carry a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours.

Iowa State 
dean’s list

 AMES, Iowa — Taylor 
Morgan Briggs, of Chap-
man, was among the ap-
proximately 9,500 Iowa 
State University students 
who were recognized 
for outstanding academ-
ic achievement by being 
named to the spring semes-
ter 2022 dean’s list. Stu-
dents named to the dean’s 
list must have earned a 
grade point average of at 
least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale 
while carrying a minimum 
of 12 credit hours of graded 
course work.

Special to the DCNT

Several Dickinson 
County students were 
recognized at the 39th an-
nual Governors Scholars 
Award program May 1. 
The Governor’s Schol-
ars Program recognizes 
graduating seniors who 
finished in the top 1% of 
their high school graduat-
ing class. 

“Congratulations on join-
ing this elite group of Kan-
sans,” Gov. Laura Kelly 
said in a message to the stu-
dents. “I hope the skills and 
knowledge you have ac-
quired help guide you to a 
successful future. Although 
life is ever-changing, one 
thing remains constant: the 
benefit of education. What-
ever avenue you choose 
after graduation, your op-

portunities are limitless, 
and the contributions you 
can make to the world will 
be invaluable. Congratu-
lations again on your suc-
cess, and may that success 
be multiplied in the years to 
come.

Governor’s scholars from 
Dickinson County were: 

H. Braden Adams and 
Elijah Michael Prater of 
Abilene  

Leah Riedy from Hope
Tyler McLaughlin of 

Solomon
Rose Marie Meuli from 

Chapman
Students not living in 

Dickinson County but still 
part of the Dickinson County 
News-Times coverage area:

Emil Michael Godinez 
Vinduska, Centre

Madison Ryker, White 
City

Area graduates in state’s top 1%

Youth, Education BriefsYouth, Education Briefs

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

Power your home, save money and 
be prepared for utility power outages 
with the PWRcell, a solar + battery 
storage system.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*
(866) 335-2856

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**
*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized 
Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/22. Each dealership is inde-
pendently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those 
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(855) 761-7343CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; 
OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-785-922-9098 

Dental50Plus.com/dcnt


