
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The early bird gets the 
worm — so was the case 
with the Chapman FFA’s an-
nual plant sale. By early into 
the second day, tables were 
empty and the choice had 
dwindled to less than half of 
what they started with.

“I’m sorry I didn’t come 
yesterday,” said Katelynn 
Edghill. “I wanted to get 
some of the Hostas.”

By the time she got there 
on Tuesday, they were sold 
out.

Jake Rutledge, ag educa-
tor and FFA advisor, said the 
first day of the sale went ex-
tremely well but the event is 
about more than profit.

“I think it’s more import-
ant as a learning opportu-
nity for kids,” he said. “It is 

an educational greenhouse. 
Kids learn how to water, 
they learn how to propagate 
plants, transplant plants cor-
rectly — we’ve done a lot 
of pest ID and pest control. 

More than anything, I want 
them to be able to learn 
hands-on and have a skill set 
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DCNT brings home 31 press awards
By Kathy Hageman
Special to the DCNT

The Dickinson County 
News Times excelled in 
the annual Kansas Press 
Association Awards of Ex-
cellence contest, winning a 
total of 31 awards in 2021.

The honors include 12 
first place awards, 11 sec-

ond and eight third place 
wins.

Thirty-one wins is extraor-
dinary, especially for a news-
paper with only a handful of 
employees. A listing of all 
the awards can be found in 
this edition of the DCNT.

“I am very proud of the 
effort and the accomplish-
ment by the whole staff,” 

said Dickinson County 
News Times Publisher/
Owner Dale Worley. “It was 
a complete team effort.”

The DCNT competed in 
Division III for newspapers 
with a circulation of 1,001 
to 1,500 subscribers. Kansas 
newspapers compete in one 
of seven divisions, all based 
on the number of subscribers.

While most of the DCNT’s 
awards were won in Division 
III, two of the local paper’s 
awards were wins among all 
divisions, which includes not 
only the smallest newspapers 
with 1 to 600 subscribers, but 
also the largest, with more 
than 5,601 subscribers.

The newspaper also re-
ceived four awards among 

all entries received in Divi-
sion I, II and III.

DCNT Editor Gail 
Parsons received an 
astounding 11 first place 
awards. One of those was in 
the investigative reporting 
category for a series of 
stories about National 

Robert Bow | Courtesy photo
Widespread hail was reported with a storm that swept across Dickinson 
County Friday, April 29. Those pictured here fell in Abilene. Elsewhere 
in the county there were some reports of softball sized hail.

Emilee Morgan | Courtesy photo
The National Weather Service in Topeka reported a tornado on 
the ground for more than 17 miles starting around Hope and end-
ing in Morris County. This photo was taken South of Hope.

Railroad, spring celebrated in county
By Gail Parsons and 
 Brandy Sensmeier
DCNT Staff

A day after severe storms 
whipped up a tornado and 
large hail across the coun-
ty, cooler temperatures 
and overcast skies greeted 
county residents as they 
headed to Abilene for the 
Eisenhower Marathon, to 

Enterprise for a Spring 
Festival and Herington for 
Railroad Days.

The Enterprise Spring 
Festival was a spin off 
of Country Clatter event, 
which later turned into the 
Fall Festival. Annabelle Ea-
ton, a member of the Enter-
prise Recreation Commis-
sion said she was pleased 
with the turnout for the 

first Spring Festival and the 
commission plans to make 
it an annual event.

“We just sort of reinvent-
ed it into the Spring Festi-
val,” she said. 

The festival featured 
dozens of vehicles in a car 
show as well as food and 
merchandise vendors.

Churches Churches 
plan joint  plan joint  
Bible schoolBible school

The Chapman commu-
nity churches are collab-
orating to host Vacation 
Bible School this year. 
The theme is “Monumen-
tal-Celebrating God’s 
Greatness.” Vacation Bi-
ble School is for children 
ages three through those 
who will enter fifth grade 
in the fall. It meets from 
9 to 11:15 a.m. May 31 
to June 3 at St. Michael’s 
Church, 210 E. Sixth St. 
More information can be 
found on our Facebook 
group, along with the 
registration page. https://
www.facebook .com/
chapmanvbs or Call An-
nette Wiggins 910-489-
3670.

Boards look Boards look 
for membersfor members

Herington has open-
ings on several of its 
boards. The boards need-
ing representation are: 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, three two-year 
terms available; City 
Ethics Commission, one 
four-year term; Building 
Construction and Trades 
Board, seven three-year 
terms — one certified 
master or journeyman 
plumber, one certified 
master or journeyman 
electrical, one certified 
mechanical master or 
mechanical journeyman, 
two licensed general con-
tractors, and two mem-
bers of the public.

Applications are avail-
able at the city offices 
and website.

City plans City plans 
electric  electric  
outageoutage

Herington will have a 
scheduled power outage 
from 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. 
May 23 for inspections 
and annual maintenance. 

Ag class ends with plant sale

Chapman High School journalism
Chapman High School students rehearse for the 96th annual Class Night produc-
tion. Performances are at 8 p.m. May 5 and May 7 in the Chapman High School 
Auditorium. Tickets are $7 each and are on sale in the CHS front office and avail-
able at the door, payment is by cash or check. The theme for the show is “Game 
On!”  and is not suitable for younger children.

Tickets on sale for Class Night

See AWARDS P. 10

See BRIEFS P. 5

See PLANTS P. 5

Word from the Editor: I find it interesting when 
more than one story come across the desk in one week 
that seem to follow a theme.

That happened again this week. I can count on one 
hand how many Hall of Fame stories I print in a year’s 
time — this week we have two.

Two people with Dickinson County ties have 
reached the top of their industries. 

Check out the stories on page 2 about Dennis 
Vahsholtz who was inducted into the Kansas Fly-
ing Disc Hall of Fame and Shannon Stites who is now 
in the K-State Accounting Hall of Fame.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

A storm system that 
swept across Dickinson 
County Friday, April 29 
included large hail and an 
EF 1 tornado, which was 
on the ground for almost 
30 minutes.

“Dickinson County was 
in the bullseye for most of 
the severe reports we got 
… strong winds to base-
ball-sized hail,” said me-

teorologist Matt Flanagan 
with the National Weather 
Service in Topeka.

The NWS reported 
tornado touched down 
around Hope at 8:06 
p.m. and traveled north-
east crossing into Morris 
County before dissipating 
at 8:28 p.m. 17.72 miles 
from where it started.

Top wind speeds were 
97 miles per hour and it 
was estimated at 75 feet 
wide.

In some areas around 
Chapman, Enterprise and 
Abilene residents report-
ed hail three inches and 
larger.

Flanagan said two re-
ports of baseball-sized 
hail came from four miles 
north, northeast of Enter-
prise and four miles north, 
northeast of Chapman. 

Flanagan said the Na-
tional Weather Service was 
also following up on a pos-
sible tornado near Calrton. 

When they receive tor-
nado reports they look 
at the damage to deter-
mine if it was a twister 
or straight-line winds, 
which can cause just as 
much damage.

“Is the debris blown in 
a single direction, which 
would indicate straight-
line winds, or is it in a 
circular pattern, is there 
twisting of tree branch-
es,” he said. “If we de-
termine it was a tornado 

look at damage indicators 
and we can get an esti-
mate of how strong the 
tornado was.”

There were no reports 
of widespread damage in 
Dickinson County. How-
ever, to the south in An-
dover, where almost 30 
years to the day an E5 
tornado killed 17 people, 
Friday’s storm leveled 
dozens of buildings but 
there were no fatalities 
reported.

County was in bullseye of the storm

Enterprise Rec. Commission announce new project

See EVENTS P. 9

Storm, event photosStorm, event photos
By Tana Davis
Courtesy photo
See pages 8 
and 9 for more 
photos from the 
weekend’s events 
and Friday night’s 
storm. Check out 
www.dickinson-
news 
times.com for 
more pictures.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Lucas Edghill, 5, helps his grandmother, Jennifer 
Tiller, choose some flowers to plant at the Chap-
man FFA annual plant sale. 

Find us at www.dickinsonnewstimes.com



Special to the DCNT

EMPORIA — Dennis 
Vahsholtz, of Herington, 
was among the seven 
people inducted into the 
inaugural Kansas Flying 
Disc Association Hall of 
Fame April 28.

Vahsholtz started his 
involvement in Flying 
Disc Sports in the early 
1980s. What followed 
is a lifelong passion, a 
successful disc golf busi-
ness and multiple wins 
and top 10 finishes at the 
state, national and glob-
al levels. He was also 
the tournament director 
for the Discs Unlimited 
Open for 35 years.

Kansas has a storied 
history of flying disc 
sports dating back to 
the late 1960s and early 
1970s. 

Players from every 
corner of the state orga-
nized clubs, produced 
newsletters and held 
tournaments throughout 
the region at that time. 

These early pioneers 
set the foundation for 
the sport to flourish and 
grow statewide.  

Mirroring the explo-
sive national growth of 
disc golf, there are cur-
rently over 250 disc golf 
courses in Kansas, and 
Emporia is widely known 
as the “Disc Golf Capi-
tal of the World.” Fools 
Fest, an annual Ultimate 
Tournament held at the 
University of Kansas, is 
the 13th oldest Frisbee 
competition in the world.

As flying disc sports 
have matured over the 
decades to the national 
and world stages, flying 

disc athletes and teams 
from Kansas have made 
their mark, both in com-
petition and in creating 
and supporting a struc-
ture to expand the sport.

“We have an amazing 
history here in the State 
of Kansas that needs to 
be celebrated and told,” 
said Rich Smith, KF-
DA’s president and pres-
ident-emeritus at Hen-
derson Engineers. “The 
individuals in our inau-
gural Hall of Fame class 
have not only achieved 
great results on the play-
ing field, they have also 
dedicated their time and 
talent to impact many 
others to help grow the 
sport here in the Sun-
flower State.”

The other six members 
of the first class of the 
Kansas Flying Disc Hall 
of Fame were”

Bill Paulson: A long-
time resident of the 
Wichita and Valley Cen-
ter area, Paulson first 
started playing “Frisbee” 
in 1978 at Pittsburgh 
State University and 
hasn’t stopped since. 

Eric McCabe: A life-
long resident of Emporia, 
McCabe is a highly deco-
rated player who won the 
2010 World Champion-
ships in Disc Golf. 

Hal Kurz: From Over-
land Park, Kurz is an ac-
complished player and 
freestyler who won mul-
tiple national champion-
ships as part of the Bud 
Light Frisbee Team. 

Pete Cashen: Current-
ly living in Kansas City, 
Kansas, Cashen started 
playing Freestyle and Ul-
timate in the late 70s. He 

grew to be a force and in-
fluence in disc golf local-
ly and nationally both as 
a player and ambassador 
of the sport. 

Tavish Carduff: A na-
tive of Prairie Village, 
Carduff was exposed to 
the sport by her father and 
friends in the late 1970s. 
She went on to win the 
World Championship in 
2018, a highlight among 
many other titles. 

The University of Kan-
sas’ HorrorZontals/Bet-
ty: The longest standing 
single name Frisbee club 
in the State of Kansas.  
Launched in 1977 as the 
University of Kansas 
Frisbee Club, the orga-
nization quickly transi-
tioned to becoming the 
HorrorZontals (Men) and 
Betty (women) Ultimate 
teams in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. 
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

April 11 to 25
Accidents

April 12, 1:05 p.m., 1500 
14th St., Brian Lee Heller

April 15, 8:13 p.m., 
2000 Highway 15, Melissa 
Marie Smith

April 15, 10:05 p.m., 
900 Highway 15, Cassan-
dra Marie Geis, Kayden 
Lance Geis, Karson Wyatt 
Geis and Logan McQuade 
Flaming Geis

April 15, 11:45 p.m., 286 
Interstate 70, William Da-
vid Cox, Jonathan Robert 
Waugh

April 13, 8:28 a.m., 1400 
Avenue and Wolf Road, 
Alissanne Johnston

April 14, 2:04 p.m., Old 
Highway 40 and Barn 
Road, Christopher Michael 
Dean, Shyanne Autom Es-
tus, Jeremiah Johnson 

April 19, 6:18 a.m., 2400 
Jeep Rd., Jacob Herman 
Andres

April 11, 12:10 p.m., 
1400 2800 Ave., Jennifer 
Ann Morris

April 15, 2:45 a.m., 100 
Deer Rd., Patricia Ann 
Rager

April 18, 9:57 p.m., 
283 Interstate 70, Pavo 
Berresford, Madison Rae 
Fankhauser

Reports
April 16, 11:59 p.m., 109 

E. First St., aggravated es-
cape from custody

April 14, 12:50 p.m., 
1401 N. Buckeye, viola-

tion of a protection order
April 11, 3:49 p.m., 122 

S. Factory St., theft
April 11, 6:53 p.m., 109 

E. First St., battery
April 12, 12:10 p.m., 

301 Opal Rd., drug inves-
tigation

April 12, 6:17 p.m., 109 
E. First St., disorderly con-
duct

April 20, 9:07 a.m., 214 
Cottage Ave., drug investi-
gation

April 14, 11:57 p.m., 
1325 700 Ave., drug inves-
tigation

April 17, 8 p.m., 416 N. 
Oak St., battery

Arrests
April 20, 12:24 p.m., 214 

Cottage Ave., John Wesley 
Brake, failure to appear

April 19, 10 a.m., 109 
E. First St., Cody Taylor 
Dodge, probation violation

April 15, 4:15 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Alexander Ty-
ler Jewel Redding, proba-
tion violation

April 11, 7 p.m., 109 E. 
First St., Carlito Luis Mo-
rales, battery

April 15, 12:26 a.m., 
1325 700 Ave., Mark Dan-
iel Lee, possession of stim-
ulants; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; criminal use 
of a weapon; transporting 
an open container

April 12, 11:33 a.m., 301 
Opal Rd., Shawn Duane 
Marfise, possession of 
drug paraphernalia; failure 
to appear

April 13, 4:43 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Richard Bruce 
Payne Jr., failure to appear

April 14, 10:34 a.m., 100 
Ave. and Highway 15, Jer-
emiah Lance Snyder, fail-
ure to appear

April 12, 6:45 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Dale Eldon 
Wuthnow, probation vio-
lation

April 11, 7:45 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Joshua James 
Kelly, probation violation

April 11, 1:42 a.m., Eric 
Sean Wymore, 100 Dako-
ta Dr., involuntary man-
slaughter; possession of 
stolen property; possession 
of drug paraphernalia; pos-
session of marijuana

Chapman 
April 18 to 24
 

April 18
Traffic stop 600 block 

Marshall
Traffic stop 100 block 

Marshall
Speak with officer 400 

block Anderson
Vehicle lockout 300 

block West Sixth St.
Speak with officer 400 

block Marshall
 

April 19
Traffic stop 300 block of 

W. Fourth St.
Traffic stop 600 block of 

Broadway
EMS assist on Lepre-

chaun Drive
Traffic stop 600 block of 

Marshall
Speak with officer 500 

block of Hilltop
Animal complaint 100 

block of Noble
Animal complaint 300 

block of West Ninth
 

April 20
Juvenile compliant 400 

block of West Fourth
Suspicious activity 400 

block of West Fourth
Juvenile complaint 600 

block Glick
Outside agency assist 

2680 Lane
 

April 21 
Domestic disturbance(-

belated) 200 block of East 
Sixth St.

Welfare check 400 block 
of East Sixth St.

Juvenile complaint 300 
block of East Second St.,

 
April 22 

Open door 300 block of 
East Third St.

Juvenile complaint 500 
block of Marshall(Sheeran 
Park)

 
April 23 

Animal complaint 200 
block of East Fifth St.,

Juvenile complaint 600 
block of Glick

Juvenile complaint 100 
block of Anderson

Traffic stop 100 block of 
Marshall

Traffic stop 800 block of 
Marshall

Traffic stop 700 block 
Marshall

 
April 24

Traffic stop 400 block 
Marshall

Outside agency assist 
2650 Ave

Outside agency assist 
I-70 mm 277

Law Enforcement Report

By Dickinson County Public 
Information office

Staff from the Dickinson 
County Appraiser’s office 
will be out re-inspecting 
some properties in the 
coming weeks.

“Property owners in east 
Abilene and Solomon: You 
may be seeing us in your part 
of town,” said Dickinson 
County Appraiser Lisa Berg.

The Kansas Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Prop-

erty Valuation Division 
requires the appraiser’s 
office to annually re-in-
spect approximately 17% 
of the county’s parcels, 
Berg said.

On-site inspections
Working in teams, ap-

praisal personnel drive 
vehicles bearing the 
Dickinson County logo 
and wear county identifi-
cation badges.

For onsite inspections 
personnel will check the 

listings, measurements 
and characteristics of all 
buildings on each prop-
erty and update photos of 
the property.

They also will inter-
view the property owner 
or resident, if available. If 
no one is home, a yellow 
card will be left to notify 
of the visit.

If there have been 
changes to the property 
since the last visit, peo-
ple are asked to notify the 

appraiser’s office at (785) 
263-4418.
Other inspection reasons
Besides parcel mainte-

nance inspections, other 
routine work is performed, 
including the review of 
recent sale properties, 
parcels having new con-
struction and torn down or 
destroyed buildings.

For more information 
about this or to answer 
other questions, call 
(785) 263-4418.

Appraiser’s staff to reinspect

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Special to the DCNT

Shannon 
Stites, of 
Overland 
Park, for-
merly of 
Enterprise, 
was in-
ducted into 
K a n s a s 
State Uni-
versi ty’s 
Accounting Hall of Fame.

Stites graduated from 
Chapman High School and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and 
master of accountancy from 
Kansas State University. She 
is the daughter of Leon Ray 
Jackson and the late Phyllis 
Jackson of Enterprise, and 
wife of Ross Stites, graduate 
of Abilene class of 1987.

Stites is senior vice pres-
ident and Chief Financial 
Officer for Huhtamaki North 
America, a manufacturer of 
food and drink packaging 
with nearly 4,500 employees 
across 18 manufacturing fa-
cilities. 

Upon graduation, Stites 
became a Certified Public 
Accountant, joining EY in the 
Assurance practice, starting 
first in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
before transferring to Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. She was 
promoted to Assurance Part-
ner in Minneapolis and then 
joined EY's National Office 
in New York City where she 
was responsible for assisting 
companies with the conver-
sion from US to international 
accounting principles (IFRS). 
She then transferred to Kan-
sas City where she continued 
as Assurance Partner serving 

high growth companies.
While in Kansas City with 

EY, Stites was also the Cen-
tral Region Global Delivery 
Services Leader, leading the 
execution of EY's global 
strategy to leverage global 
resources on US audit en-
gagements. She also served 
as the Talent Development 
and Deployment Leader and 
the Diversity and Inclusion 
Leader for the Kansas City 
office. In 2017, Stites joined 
her former client, Huhtamaki 
North America, in her current 
role as Senior Vice President 
and CFO.

Stites has been active in 
her community in many lead-
ership roles, including the 
Executive Committee of the 
Board of Directors of both 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Kansas City and Central Ex-
change. She currently serves 
on the Kansas State Univer-
sity Accounting Advisory 
Committee and also served 
on the American Cancer 
Society Advisory Council. 
Shannon was Chairperson for 
Network Exchange, a con-
sortium of leaders of wom-
en's professional networks 
responsible for supporting 
the Diversity and Inclusion 
efforts of Kansas City orga-
nizations. Shannon has been a 
Girl Scout Troop Leader, Ju-
nior Achievement classroom 
volunteer and Harvesters vol-
unteer. She also. completed 
the selective year-long Kan-
sas City Tomorrow Leader-
ship and Civic Development 
program in 2010. Shannon 
was recognized by the Kan-
sas City Business Journal as a 
member of the Class of 2012 
Women Who Mean Business.

SHANNON STITES

Courtesy photo
Mary Leach, Memorial Health System Volunteer Corps 
member, gets a bingo at the Volunteer Appreciation 
Bingo Party recently held at the Nichols Education 
Center in Abilene. The event was a thank you to MHS 
Volunteer Corps members and Hospice of Dickinson 
County volunteers for the care and support they pro-
vide. Hospital employees who were bingo callers for 
the event were Harold Courtois, chief executive officer; 
Dani Gantner, Home Health and Hospice of Dickinson 
County director; and RaeLyn Racy, Impact Sports and 
Fitness director. Anyone with questions about becom-
ing a volunteer may contact MHS director of Volunteer 
Services, McKenzie Funston, at (785) 263-6692 or 
Hospice of Dickinson County Volunteer Coordinator, 
Adrianne Unruh, at (785) 263-6630.

Herington man inducted into 
state’s Flying Disc Hall of Fame

Accounting Hall 
of Fame selects 
inducts Stites

DCNT file photo
Dennis Vahsholtz, owner of Discs Unlimited, in Her-
ington, poses with a disc golf basket, which is one 
of the many products he sells. Vahsholtz was one 
of seven people in the inaugural Flying Disc Hall of 
Fame class, inducted April 28.

Hospital shows 
its appreciation
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Thursday
May 5

B a l - A - V i z - X , 
Neighbor to Neigh-
bor, 8003 N. Cedar, 
Abilene. There is no 
cost but appointments 
are necessary for a 
15-minute session. 
Call 785.280.0437 to 
schedule a time.

9 a.m. Spring story-
time, Herington Public 
Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool 
tournament, Abilene 
Senior Center

6 p.m. Bingo at 
American Legion, 501 
Sun Lane, Herington; 
social 6 p.m., early 
bird 6:45 p.m., regular 
7 p.m. 

Friday
May 6

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Taste of 
Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Saturday
May 7

3-5:30 p.m. open 
house, ribbon cutting 
Luxe Downtown Salon 
and Spa, 107 Broadway, 
Herington; dinner and 
music to follow at the 
Community Center

Monday
May 9

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

7 p.m. Centre school 
board meeting

7 p.m. Chapman 
school board meeting

7 p.m. Rural Vista 
school board meeting

7 p.m. Solomon 
school board meeting

Tuesday
May 10

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6:30 p.m. VFW and 
Auxiliary meetings, 
Post 1281, 101 E. Main, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

7 p.m. online event, 
Ike’s Book Club https://
www.eisenhowerlibrary.
gov/

Thursday
May 12

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but 
appointments are nec-
essary for a 15-min-
ute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-
ule a time.

9 a.m. Spring story-
time, Herington Public 
Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

6 p.m. Bingo at 
American Legion, 501 
Sun Lane, Herington; 
social 6 p.m., early 
bird 6:45 p.m., regular 
7 p.m.

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

It takes the community 
working together to foster 
improvement and mem-
bers of the new Herington 
Revitalization non-profit 
hope their group is the cat-
alyst for positive change in 
the city.

Herington Revitalization 
formed in 2021 and worked 

on several projects but in 
March finally received its 
Federal non-profit status.

“We had gotten it from 
the state but not the Fed-
eral,” said Corkie Dunlap, 
the group’s first chairman.

One of the ideas behind 
Herington Revitalization 
is to open the lines of 
communication among 
the different organiza-
tions in town, which rou-

tinely perform communi-
ty service.

“Because we have mul-
tiple little groups — one 
of them might go to the 
park and clean up and we 
don't know anything about 
it so then our group comes 
in and we're going to go 
down and clean up the park 
but it’s already been done, 
or vice versa,” she said. 
“If we can get all see what 

those small groups have 
to offer and what some of 
their goals are we can just 
work together instead of 
everybody being separate.”

All the groups will re-
main their own entities 
but with improved com-
munication and work to-
gether for the good of the 
community.

Getting the communica-
tion going is one piece of 

Herington Revitalization. 
Dunlap said they will also 
work on projects aimed at 
revitalizing the city. 

Last year, beginning in 
July, the group complet-
ed 27 projects including 
touching up the train mu-
ral and putting window 
displays in several empty 
storefronts. 

Non-profit hopes to revitalize Herington

Special to the DCNT

Dinner trains
The Abilene and Smoky 

Valley has announced its 
schedule of dinner trains for 
the railroad's 28th season of 
operation, which begins on 
Saturday, May 7, and runs 
through the last weekend in 
October.  

At least seven dinner 
trains are being planned, 
featuring food from area 
restaurants. Passengers are 
treated to full course meals 
as the train makes its regu-
lar trip through the Smoky 
Hill River valley between 
Abilene and Enterprise.  

According to President 
and General Manager 
Ross Boelling, the A&SV 
has increased its capacity 
for dinner train seating, 
as volunteers recently fin-
ished remodeling the “En-
terprise” car, the railroad’s 
rare wooden day coach 
that was built in 1903 for 
the Missouri-Kansas-Tex-
as railroad. The car had 
been taken from service 

in 2019 to replace rotting 
wood and other structur-
al issues. Coupled with 
the railroad’s other vin-
tage day coach that once 
belonged to the Chicago 
Northwestern railroad, the 
A&SV dinner train seat-
ing capacity has doubled 
to 104.  

“We already had the op-
portunity to try this two-car 
system out in February,” 
Boelling said. “Our Val-
entine’s dinner train was a 
sellout and a huge success.”  

Boelling said current 
track construction will 
enable the railroad to run 
more trains than usual, as a 
stronger track will enable 
more traffic on the rails. 
Crews are currently in 
the middle of a $300,000 
track renovation project 
which will be completed 
in time for the 2022 sea-
son opening.   

The railroad has three 
dinner trains scheduled for 
May, with additional trains 
in June, July, September and 
October. Boelling said the 
first train, a Mother’s Day 

brunch on May 7, is sold out 
with a waiting list. The train 
on June 19 will be an after-
noon Father’s Day prime rib 
dinner. Trains on May 28 and 
July 2 will be powered by 

the railroad’s iconic Santa Fe 
3415 steam locomotive.  

Boelling said more dinner 
trains are possible depend-
ing on the availability of ca-
terers. He added that special 

announcements about trains 
and seating availability can 
be found on the railroad’s 
Facebook page. 

Train schedules dinners, coffee breaks

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Dickinson County Com-
missioners approved an 
amendment to the county’s 
burning policy which gives 
district fire chiefs the option 
to allow burning for ag pur-
poses even though other types 
of burns remain banned.

 “This has been an is-
sue for years, but it may 
be worse this year,” said 
County Administrator 
Brad Homman during the 
Thursday, April 21 com-
mission meeting. “The 
ag community has to do 
mandatory burns for CRP 
properties to be eligible for 
funding and there’s a dead-
line to complete that pro-

cess. If we’re in a burning 
ban, they’re (ag producers) 
unable to do that legal-
ly. We are suggesting an 
amendment to the resolu-
tion that authorizes a third 
category for burning.”

Previously, the coun-
ty’s burn ban policy was 
“either/or” — burning or 
no burning, with the de-
cision-making ability for 

each district placed on the 
fire chief.  

However, the “all or 
nothing” policy has made 
it difficult for ag producers 
who must burn grassland to 
meet Conservation Reserve 
Program requirements. 

Homman said he was 
contacted by Fire District 
No. 1 Chief Paul Froelich 
about the issue sever-

al weeks ago and during 
the April 7 work session 
county commissioners 
heard from residents 
Mike Chamberlin and 
Rodney Chamberlin who 
asked them to consider 
modifying the burn policy 
to allow the responsible 
burning of grassland.

Policy amendment allows ag burning

Special to the DCNT

Ranchland Trust of Kan-
sas has opened its 11th 
annual photography con-
test. The contest is open to 
professional and amateur 
photographers of all ages. 
Photographs entered will 
showcase the natural beau-
ty of ranching and graz-
ing lands across the state. 
The competition offers the 
chance to explore and cap-
ture the many activities, 
seasons and faces of Kan-
sas ranching.

Photos submitted to the 
contest should express the 
mission of RTK, “To pre-

serve Kansas’ ranching her-
itage and open spaces for 
future generations through 
the conservation of work-
ing landscapes.” Partici-
pants may enter up to five 
photos. The contest will 
close on August 31. 

Photo contest entries 
will be judged by repre-
sentatives of RTK, Kansas 
Livestock Association, and 
special guest judge, Jim 
Richardson. 

Kansas native, Jim Rich-
ardson, has traveled the 
world as a National Geo-
graphic photographer for 
35 years. He also speaks 
nationally and interna-

tionally. He and his wife, 
Kathy, live in Lindsborg 
where his work is featured 
in their store, Small World 
Gallery.

Photo contest judges will 
select one winner in each 
of the following categories: 
grand prize, landscape, live-
stock, people, wildflowers 
or other wildlife, sunrise/
sunset, youth (ages 5-17), 
KLA member, fan favorite 
via Facebook voting and 
one honorable mention. 

For full contest rules and 
to enter, visit www.ranch-
landtrustofkansas.org and 
find Photo Contest on the 
News and Events page. 

See TRAIN P. 5

See BURNING P. 8

See REVITALIZE P. 5

Courtesy photo
Volunteers work on upgrading the Abilene and Smoky Valley railroad. With the track 
improvements the ASVR plans on several events beginning with a sold out Moth-
er’s Day dinner train.

Hope water rates 
to go up by 3.6%
By Gail Parsons 
DCNT News Editor

The cost of water for 
Hope residents will go up 
by 3.6% but this brings it 
in line with what Herington 
residents are paying.

Herington City Manager 
Branden Dross presented 
the city commission with a 
water service contract up-
date at its April 19 meeting.

“If there’s any time that 
we rollback rates or we stop 
the rate increase, they’re 
also subject to that as well,” 
Dross told the commission.

Commissioners also fi-
nalized a code of ethics 
for the city and is now 
looking for one at-large 
member of the community 
to sit on the panel. Other 
members include Dross, 
city clerk and human re-
sources director Megan 
Lawrenz, Mayor Eric 
Gares and Commissioner 
Ben Castleberry.

“Anytime an ethics issue 
comes up the Ethics Com-
mission will review all of 
the evidence provided to 
us to determine if there was 
an ethics violation,” Dross 
said. 

In other business, the 
commission:

• Approved the purchase 
of patch machine for 
$42,164. Dross said 
the machine will create 
more efficiency for 
the street’s depart-
ment. According to 
a report submitted to 
the commission by 
Leo Schlesener, streets 
superintendent, the 
DuraPatcher is about 
half the cost of pur-
chasing premade patch 
and should last longer.

• Approved a street 
chip and seal project 
for $52,478.83. The 
project will cover all 
the roads that were 
overlaid in 2007.

Courtesy photo
Children from Patty Kahle’s kindergarten class at Herington Elementary School 
watch as Mayor Eric Gares, on Friday April 29, plants a tree in recognition of 
Arbor Day east of the elementary school

School children, mayor 
plant tree for Arbor Day

Ranching photo contest open 

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; 
OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-785-922-9098 

Dental50Plus.com/dcnt
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“ I t ’ s 
grass time; 
open the 
gate and 
turn them 
out.”

T h a t ’ s 
the way 
it was for 
most farm-
ers many 
years gone 
by. Today, there’s usually a lot 
more to preparing cattle for 
summer pasture than just un-
latching the barnyard corral.

Some ranchers still do the 
work with horses and lariat 
ropes but the majority of to-
day’s cattlemen have work-
ing faculties. It’s not as true 
Western romantic but more 
efficient and likely less stress 
on both cattle and cowboys.

Most cow-calf operators 
have cattle identified by num-
bered ear tags, so the right calf 
must be with its own mama. 
While families generally stay 
together, that is not always the 
case. Youngsters sometimes 
wander to play around with 
other calves and must be sort-
ed out from playmates for that 
motherly love.

Certain ranchers tag heifer 
calves in a certain ear, left or 
right, and male babies in the 
opposite. Likewise, depend-
ing on management philoso-
phy, cows with heifer calves 
might be pastured separately 
from those with boys.

Every calf must have spe-
cific health treatments varying 
according to the operation. 
Generally, there is a couple 
of neck pokes vaccinations, 
one on each side of the neck, 

Insecticide treatment is often 
applied in some form wheth-
er pour-on, dust or a fly tag in 
the untagged ear.

The little boys have it 
tougher than their mates as 
they usually become steers 
by a cowboy’s surgery skills. 
Implants became a popu-
lar growth stimulant several 
years ago but are contro-
versial today with some be-
lievers and other none users. 
Typically heifer calves never 
received a pound-increasing 
incentive in their ears but 
that was not always the case 
either.

Momma is not immune 
from pre-pasture doctoring 
with treatments typically not 
so intensive. There’s usual-
ly at least one vaccination, 
certain kinds of insecticide 
applications and occasionally 
something else.

Replacement heifers re-
quire additional attention than 
the older bovine females. The 
yearlings are branded on one 
hip for the year born and the 
ranch brand on the opposite 
hip. 

They get at least two shots, 
an updated identification tag 
in left ear and a fly tag in the 
right ear. Plus, there’s pour-on 
insecticide down the back.

Of course, preparing year-
lings going onto Flint Hills 
pasture for efficient summer 
gains require similar but dif-
ferent preparations. 

Reminded of Deuter-
onomy 11:14: “He’ll 
make sure there’s plenty 
of grass for your animals.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
GRADUATION EXER-

C I S E S 
— There 
was a 
l a r g e 
gathering 
of Her-
i n g t o n 
people at 
the opera 
h o u s e 
last Fri-
day to 
witness the commence-
ment exercises and to en-
joy one of the richest lit-
erary treats we have ever 
had. There were eight 
graduates in the class of 
1897. Terrissa E. Pattison 
was class Salutatorian and 
Hanna Nielson was class 
Valedictorian.

100 years ago, 1922
SCOUTS SELL WOOL 

SOAP — Saturday May 
6th, the Herington Boy 
Scouts will canvass the 
town with Wool soap, sell-
ing 24 bars (carton) a reg-
ular $2.40 value for $1.65. 
Prizes are offered to the 
three boys who make the 
most sales. The Scouts are 
endeavoring to put some 
money in their treasury and 
hope to do it through this 
campaign as they are giv-
en 20 cents on each carton 
sale. Wilsons Grocery is 
headquarters for this sale, 
handled by the Boy Scouts.

75 years ago, 1947
PHONE STRIKE IS 

FELT HERE — Her-

ington, along with the 
rest of the country, has 
felt the effect of the tele-
phone strike. The local 
telephone employees 
joined the nationwide 
strike at 6am Monday 
morning, leaving sub-
scribers without phone 
service except for emer-
gency calls. 

Businesses having de-
livery service, such as 
groceries and cleaners, 
suffered a sharp curtail-
ment in orders for deliv-
ery. The taxi cabs found 
it necessary to establish 
a point downtown where 
patrons might come for a 
cab. 

They have been calling 
every few minutes at the 
police station where pa-
trons might wait for them 
and have been meeting 
all the trains. Emergency 
calls were being handled 

by a skeleton crew in-
cluding employees from 
Salina not involved in the 
strike.

50 years ago, 1972
TORNADO PLAYS 

LEAP FROG OVER 
HERINGTON — Severe 
weather lashed this area 
late Sunday evening 
and inflicted thousands 
of dollars in damage to 
homes, trees, and small 
buildings. The storm, 
classified as a tornado, 
hit the southwest portion 
of Herington about 
10:15pm. In its path to 
the northeast, it damaged 
homes, buildings, and 
trees. Nearly an inch and 
a half rain accompanied 
the storm and small hail 
stones fell in the city. 

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

Have you seen 
“The King and I”?  
One of the ear-
ly musical num-
bers describes a 
way through fear 
and trepidation by 
whistling a happy 
tune. The argument 
is that when one 
gives the appear-
ance of self confi-
dence one begins 
to feel confident.

My mother was a whistler. The 
neighborhood children used to gath-
er on the back porch and listen as she 
washed dishes near the kitchen win-
dow. She passed on her whistling to 

me. I am often unaware of my own 
whistling. Sometimes a tune starts in 
my mind, and it charges out my pursed 
lips even in inopportune moments.  

Sometimes my whistling calls me 
out. More than once, I have been caught 
in the grocery store or shopping center 
by someone who heard me whistling 
and tracked my whereabouts. 

Here’s the thing about whistling; 
it unleashes a positive attitude. I 
once read that a person cannot whis-
tle while they are frowning, and it’s 
true. I am aware that when I whistle 
a tune, my eyebrows are up, my eyes 

are open and even my cheeks are in 
an uplifted position. It matters not, 
what tune I am whistling, my coun-
tenance is lifted.

We don’t all whistle, but I am con-
vinced that we all have something 
that we can do to lift our spirits and 
draw us into a place of hope. While 
a good attitude and an uplifted coun-
tenance do not change our circum-
stance in life, it may provide just 
enough confidence and hope to keep 
moving forward. 

Life carries It’s share of strug-
gles let’s meet those struggles with 
a whistle, a run, a prayer, a coffee 
break, a walk, or anything else that 
can lift our countenance and draw us 
toward.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Whistle a happy tune

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

More than just 
opening gate

Tornado hits part of Herington

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
C h a p -

m a n ’ s 
new fire 
truck was 
p r e s s e d 
into ser-
vice for 
the first 
time late 
Wednes-
day af-
te rnoon 
when a run was made to 
the home of Mrs. Alma 
Gorman, 409 Logan street, 
where a chicken house at 
the rear of the lot caught 
fire. The chicken house, 
long out of service, had 
been converted into a club 
house by the small boys of 
the neighborhood. Reports 
were that the chilling winds 
caused the boys to decide 
they needed a fire—and 
they got one. The damage 
to the converted club house 
was small.

Glad this didn’t get out 
of hand!  Chapman is 
lucky to have such a great 
volunteer Fire Department 
and the needed equipment. 
Especially grateful during 
these dry, windy days!

50 years ago, 1972
Dick Traskowsky, gov-

ernment teacher at Chap-
man high school, was 
presented a certificate 
of meritorious teaching 
achievement at the spring 
meeting of Kansas Coun-
cil for Social Studies in 
Topeka. The award, pre-
sented by the National 
Council for Geographic 
Education is “for demon-
stration of outstanding 
competence and imagina-
tion in teaching.

Mr. Traskowsky was so 
deserving of this honor!  
What a great teacher!  

25 years ago, 1997
Tara Frieze, Shannon 

Stroda, Tina Porter, Jen-
ni Foltz, Jaime Snitker 
and Tracy Spencer, the 
“Spartan Cheerleaders,” 
are preparing a song and 
dance routine for the 1997 
Class Night at CHS. The 
girls are all senior cheer-
leaders for the Fighting 
Irish. Who are the “Spar-
tans?” Get your tickets for 
Class Night and find out 
for yourself.  The show 
“Breaking Up is Hard to 
Do” is the 71st annual 
Class Night, to be present-
ed May 8, 10 and 11. 

Very appropriate!  Don’t 
miss 2022 Class Night, 
Game On!  which will be 
May 5th and 7th at 8:00 p.m.  
FFA Barbeque and Plant 
Sale will also be May 5.

10 years ago, 2012
A special session of 

the Chapman City Coun-
cil was announced for 
the purpose of consider-
ing land acquisition, the 

meeting drew the attention 
of several who opposed 
the idea of locating an 
industrial park between 
Chapman and I-70. After 
a lengthy question and an-
swer period, the council 
discussed the details of the 
purchase and voted unani-
mously to purchase the en-
tire tract at the previously 
arranged price of $2,500 
per acre. The property will 
be annexed into the city.

10 years!  Wow – Now 
we have DK Sports and 
Fitness, Dollar Gen-
eral and Astra Bank in 
that area.  Chapman has 
very few empty buildings 
downtown and look at the 
expansion of our city lim-
its and other businesses.  
Great decision and much 
growth!

Quote of the week : 
“Start by doing what’s 
necessary; then do what’s 
possible; and suddenly 
you are doing the impos-
sible.” ~ Francis of Assissi
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

Boys start fire in club house

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK

Thursday, May 5, 2022

Dale Worley
Owner / Publisher

Gail Parsons
News Editor & Writer

writtenontheplains@gmail.com
Savannah DePriest

Office Manager & Billing 
dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Lauren Spelts
Advertising & Marketing 

office@dickinsonnewstimes.com
General Office Email 

office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

TO SUBMIT NEWS: Dickinson County News-Times welcomes news and will print it as it fits our 
guidelines. The best way to submit news is to e-mail it to office@dickinsonnewstimes.com or 
you can drop it by our office at 6 S. Broadway, Herington, KS 67449. 
TO ADVERTISE: Dickinson County News-Times offers retail and classified advertising. We can 
build an ad campaign that can fit your budget and reach our loyal readership. Please call the 
office (785) 366-6186 or email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address to: 6 South Broadway, Herington, KS 67449 - Dickin-
son County News-Times periodical postage paid at Herington, KS. 

ADVERTISING AND NEWS DEADLINE - FRIDAYS AT NOON

6 SOUTH BROADWAY  -  HERINGTON, KS 67449  -  PHONE (785) 366-6186  -  USPS 242-100  -  DICKINSONNEWSTIMES.COM

NEWS-TIMES
DICKINSON COUNTY Office hours:

Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Subscription Rates
Single copy ............................................$1.50
In-State Print/Digital only....................$49.50
In-State Print/Digital and Online........$64.50
Out-of-State Print/Digital only.................$62
Out-of-State Print/Digital and Online.....$77
Online only..................................................$30
(tax included in all prices)

Dear Editor,

Are you like me? 
Are you fed up and have 

lost faith in most of the po-
litical forces currently lead-
ing our state? Do you also 
feel that the majority of our 
political leaders have for-
gotten what they are sup-
posed to be doing and for 
whom?       

Have I got a candidate for 
you! Scott Hill. On August 
2 the primary election will 
be held.

We will have the ability 
to select the next Republi-
can candidate for our State 
Legislature and we can do 
no better than Scott. 

Scott Hill has the charac-
ter and integrity that we all 
would like see in our State 
Representatives. He has a 
great interest in history of 
the founding of our country 
and because of that a strong 
feeling for the sanctity of 
our Constitution and the 
rights that should be pro-
tected by that document 
and its amendments.  

Scott leads the disciple-
ship class that I attend at 
church. In that role he has 
led us on additional proj-
ects for people in need of 
help. Under his leadership 
we have replaced roofs, 
helped refit a couple of 
homes for folks with hand-
icaps, helped many people 
get moved into a new home. 

I, myself, have been the 
beneficiary of this when my 
sidewalk and steps needed 

replacing but could not find 
a concrete company to deal 
with it because it was too 
small. Scott put out a call 
and led a team of guys that 
broke out my concrete and 
replaced it. 

Again when a water ca-
tastrophe occurred in my 
house but could not find 
a contractor available to 
help, he pulled together a 
group of men who tore out 
the ruined subfloor and put 
down a new one. None of 
this was asked for, he sim-
ply sees what needs to be 
done and is not afraid to 
set about accomplishing it. 
Definitely an asset for our 
Representative. 

Scott’s thoughtfulness 
and kindness is apparent to 
anyone with whom he has 
spoken. 

During any discussion 
all opinions are heard 
respectfully and handled 
considerately.

Don’t you wish we all 
had that ability? Again, an 
asset for someone need-
ing to work with a variety 
of people with differing 
viewpoints.

I could go on with may 
other examples of his fit-
ness for this position. But 
talk to him yourself and 
this will all be apparent to 
you.  I am not the only one 
who holds these opinions. I 
am certain that anyone who 
knows Scott Hill will tell 
you the same.

Shelley Carroll
Abilene

Letter to the Letter to the 
EditorEditor

Support for Hill

By Andrew Ellsworth, M.D.

T h e 
act of 
breathing 
is essen-
tial to life 
and can 
be done 
with or 
w i t h o u t 
thinking 
a b o u t 
it. You 
can control your breath 
and vary it, but eventual-

ly air must come in, and 
air must go out. 

The breath of life and 
breathing exercises are 
an important aspect of 
many religions. 

In the book of Genesis, 
when God created man, 
he formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life. 

Several Eastern re-
ligions use controlled 
breathing in meditation 
and prayer, helping in the 

processes of conscious-
ness, mindfulness, and 
visualization. 

In this time of in-
creased stress and anx-
iety over money, wars, 
and numerous other mat-

ters, I encourage us all to 
take time to focus on our 
breathing. 

One of the simplest 
ways to combat stress 
and anxiety is to breathe. 
It does not cost any mon-
ey and does not have to 
take much time. How-
ever, deep breathing can 
decrease your stress, 
help you feel calmer, re-
duce pain, reduce your 
blood pressure, help you 

Take a moment to breathe

ANDREW  
ELLSWORTH

See DOC P. 10

See  HISTORY P. 6



“We managed to get 
into some buildings that 
have not been gotten into 
for 25, 30 years and put 
displays in them so that 
it makes the town look 
like somebody cares,” 
she said. 

The first project on the 
agenda for this year is 
repainting the Coca Cola 
mural. They also want to 
address the parks.

“We have a lot of 
parks that need attention 
all the time,” she said. 

Another goal is to in-
stall signs at the inter-
section of highways 77 
and 56, which let trav-
elers know what Her-
ington has to offer.

“I’ve lived here 60-
some years and there’s 
never been any signs 
that says what’s down-
town,” she said. “There's 
(a) sign on 77 that just 
says, ‘Welcome to Her-
ington.’ It says nothing 
about what's in the area. 
So I'd like to do a little 
art thing showing where 
the lakes are, that there's 
camping, that there's a 
Carnegie library, that 
there's a swimming 
pool, that there's a golf 
course.”

Although she lives 
near Hope, Dunlap is 
a Herington native and 
has memories of when 
the town was more bus-
tling and thriving. 

She said she knows 
those days are gone for 
good because of the in-
dustries that have left 
but she believes the 
town can have a bright 
future.

“I don't anticipate that 
we'll ever get it back 
to the way it use to be 
because times have 
changed,” she said. “But 
you know, it's amaz-
ing, we've got some 
new blood coming in 
and they kind of make a 
spark. They want to see 
… Herington be a better 

place — more desirable. 
A place where people 
drive through town and 
it’s, ‘This is a cute little 
town,’ instead of, ‘Oh 
yuck.”

As Dunlap and the 
other volunteers started 
working last year, she 
came to a realization as 
to why so many areas of 
the city were in disarray.

“I've never quite fig-
ured out why we couldn't 
get things done,” she 
said. “Last year, it 
dawned on me because 
when we started doing 
some of these things 
people said, ‘That’s the 
city’s job. The study 
should do that,’ or, ‘The 
CVB should do that,’ or, 
‘The chamber should do 
that.’ No, it's the com-
munity — we live here. 
We need to take own-
ership of some of this 
stuff.”

For Herington Revital-
ization to meet its goals, 
mindsets need to change. 

Dunlap said as people 
start seeing improve-
ments, she hopes atti-
tudes will change and 
they begin to take pride 
in their community. But 
first, they have to un-
derstand it’s not always 
someone else job to ef-
fect change.

“It's the community,” 
she said. “We are a com-
munity and we live here. 
It's our place. It's our 
home. We need to take 
care of it.”
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Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Friday, May 6
Little Smokies, Tater 
Tots, Broccoli and 
Cauliflower in Cheese 
Sauce, Wheat Roll, Fruit
Monday, May 9
Hamburger on Bun, 
Lettuce, Tomato, Baked 
B e a n s , 
Grapes, 
Cookies

Tuesday, May 10
Chicken Casserole, 
Cheesy Broccoli, Wheat 
Roll, Fruit
Wednesday, May 11
Pork Roast, Mashed Po-
tatoes and Gravy, Car-
rots, Hot Roll, Pineapple 
Upside Down Cake
Thursday, May 12
Chicken Fry, Mashed 
Potatoes and Gravy, Pea 
Salad, Wheat Roll, fruit

Friday, May 6
Pulled Pork on Bun, 
Cole Slaw, Baked 
Beans, Fresh Grapes
Monday, May 9
Breaded Fish, Tater Tots, 
Corn, Rosy Applesauce,            
Wheat Bread
Tuesday, May 10
Smothered Chicken, 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes, 
Glazed Carrots, Pears, 
Wheat Bread

Wednesday, May 11
Swiss Steak, Baked 
Potato, Green Beans, 
Peaches, Biscuit
Thursday, May 12
Oven Baked Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes & Gra-
vy, Mixed Vegetables, 
Bananas,Bananas,
WheatWheat
BreadBread

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule
appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

The city is waiting on an 
additional generation pack-
age proposal to come from 
the Kansas Municipal Ener-
gy Agency, which they hope 
will be financially beneficial 
and reduce the number of 
times outages for mainte-
nance are needed.

Walk-in clinics Walk-in clinics 
to help with to help with 
Medicaid, moreMedicaid, more

K-State Research and 
Extension, Chisholm Trail 
District will host two 
walk-in events to help 
people understand if they 
qualify for assistance or 
are having problems with 
programs such as Medic-
aid, food assistance and 

Social Security Disability.
Beth Dye, Outreach 

Specialist with Kansas 
Department of Health 
and Environment will be 
on hand at the Extension 
office, 712 S. Buckeye, 
Abilene, from 1 to 4:30 
p.m. May 11 and from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Her-
ington Hilltop, 2 S. A St.

Medicare recipients 
who are of lower income 
may wish to stop by to 
make sure they are get-
ting all the benefits they 
are eligible for. Medic-
aid has several programs 
within KanCare that may 
benefit Kansas Residents. 

There is no charge for 
this assistance, which in-
cludes help with filling out 
applications.  Please call 
Renae, Chisholm Trail Dis-

trict 785-263-2001 for any 
questions.

Property tax Property tax 
deadline  deadline  
approachingapproaching

The second half prop-
erty tax payment deadline 
is Tuesday, May 10.  Tax-
payers need to send pay-
ment stubs from the 2021 
tax statement, to insure 
proper credit.  

Late fees will accrue if 
payment is not made by 
May 10..

Taxpayers can make 
their payment at the trea-
surer’s office, 109 E. 
First St., Abilene; at the 
dropbox inside the main 
courthouse entrance; by 
mail, postmark will be ac-

cepted; or online at www.
kansas.gov/propertytax.

Real estate not paid by 
July 22 will be published 
three consecutive times in 
August, at which time a 
$16 advertising fee will be 
charged (KSA 70-2303).

Genealogy Genealogy 
group to meetgroup to meet

The Dickinson County 
Genealogy Researchers will 
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
May 5, at the Dickinson 
County Heritage Center, 412 
South Campbell, Abilene. 
The program presentation 
will be given by Laverne and 
Jeanette Myers. The Myers 
will relate some of their ex-
periences and discoveries as 
they have researched the My-
ers and Hartman families.

BRIEFS Continued from P. 1

PLANTS Continued from P. 1

Dinner train ticket prices 
vary between $55 and $100 
per passenger, depending 
on the menu being served. 
Tickets can be purchased 
through the A&SV Web-
site, www.asvrr.org.

Coffee break
 The Abilene and Smoky 

Valley Railroad has an-
nounced plans for morn-
ing “Coffee Breaks on the 
Rails,” a series of special 
trains that will serve cof-
fee and cinnamon rolls as 

passengers enjoy a sce-
nic ride into the Smoky 
Hill River Valley. These 
special trains will feature 
coffee and rolls, catered 
by Amanda’s Bakery and 
Bistro in Abilene. 

Ross Boelling, A&SV 
president and general man-
ager, said the railroad plans 
to run its Coffee Break 
trains on the second Tues-
day of each month this 
spring and summer. The 
first train will run on May 
10, and the last train will 
run on October 11. 

 “We’ll only go out half-
way on our route, as we 
know that people may not 
be able to take time for a 
full run to Enterprise and 
back,” Boelling added. 
“This is the perfect place 
for men’s groups, women’s 
groups, businesses, retir-
ees, church groups, civic 
groups, friends, family to 
meet and have an enjoyable 
break in their routine.” 

The trip is expected to 
last an hour. 

Boelling said the rail-
road is experimenting with 

new ways to increase us-
age of the A&SV, and oth-
er themes trains are being 
planned, which will have 
local and regional appeal. 

“This is all possible be-
cause of the improved 
quality of our rails,” said 
Boelling, referring to the 
A&SV’s $300,000 track 
improvement project that is 
currently underway. 

The cost of the Coffee 
Break is $20 per passen-
ger, and tickets can be pur-
chased from the railroad’s 
website atwww.asvrr.org. 

TRAIN Continued from P. 3

REVITALIZE Continued from P. 3

they can take with them in life 
and utilize once they’re out of 
the classroom.”

The horticulture class, 
which was responsible for 
growing the plants, which 
were in the sale, has 13 
students. However, add in 
students from the floral de-
sign plant and soil, and the 
freshman ag science class-
es, the number of children 
involved in the project is 
closer to 50.

Rutledge said the biggest 
challenge new students in 
the horticulture class face is 
watering.

“They want to water all 
the time,” he said. “That 
creates issues with different 
diseases that develop where 
there’s too much moisture.”

One of his students, 
Emmy Gfeller, 15, said 
moisture caused problems 
this year with the hosta 
plants.

“They had bugs on him 
and they got too wet,” she 
said. “They’re shaded plant 
so we just kept them under 
the table and we found bugs 
on them. We laid them out 
on the picnic table and took 
all the soil off of them and 
dried them out. Then we re-
potted them and they actu-
ally survived.”

She said it was fun to work 
through problems like that in 
the greenhouse and the class 

learned the importance of not 
overwatering.

She said she took the class 
because she saw the beautiful 
plants other people grow she 
wanted to learn how to do it.

“It’s a lot of fun,” she said. 
“We get to work out in the 
greenhouse a lot. And we get 
to learn about plants on how 
to take care of them — it’s 
just a lot of fun out there and 
we always get to like listen to 
music while we work.”

Board of  
Directors

Chair: Corkie Dunlap
Vice-chair: Marcus 
Hawkes
Secretary: Denise 
Wilson
Treasurer: Peggy 
Hilliard
Member: Carol Miller

102 NW 3rd Street  |  Abilene, KS 67410 
P 785-263-3794  |  TF 855-200-3794

2021-0512 Exp. 02/28/2024 Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Patricia O’Malley  |  Managing Director – Investments
Amanda Cormack  |  Financial Advisor

Managing What 
Matters for 

Generations
Integrity. Trust. Mutual Respect. That’s 
How We Do Business. Contact Us Today.

Alida Upland 
Cooperative Parish

2243 3300 Ave., Junction City
11 a.m. Worship Service

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service
Our Redeemer Lutheran

802 E. Trapp, Herington
8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, 

contact us at 785-366-6186 or email dcnewstimes@outlook.com
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With the support of sponsors 
the  Dickinson County News-
Times prints a different type of 
puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram

When there is a fifth week in 
the month the puzzle is chosen 
at random.

 If you would like to become 
a sponsor, contact DCNT at 
(785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Sudoku: Fun By The Numbers

Thank you to our sponsor

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love su-
doku. This mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 

grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by 
using the numeric clues already provid-
ed in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, April 28, 2022)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DICKINSON COUNTY, KANSAS

CIVIL DEPARTMENT
U.S. Bank National Association Plaintiff, vs. Mark Flores; Marie Flores 
a/k/a Marie M. Flores, n/k/a Maria Morton; Unknown Spouse, if any, 
of Marie Flores a/k/a Maria M. Flores n/k/a Maria Morton; John Doe 
(Tenant/Occupant); Mary Doe (Tenant/Occupant), Defendants.
Case No.  DK-2022-CV-000018
Court Number: Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 60

NOTICE OF SUIT
THE STATE OF KANSAS, to the above-named defendants and the un-
known heirs, executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors and 
assigns of any deceased defendants; the unknown spouses of any defen-
dants; the unknown officers, successors, trustees, creditors and assigns of 
any defendants that are existing, dissolved or dormant corporations; the 
unknown executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, succes-
sors and assigns of any defendants that are or were partners or in partner-
ship; the unknown guardians, conservators and trustees of any defendants 
that are minors or are under any legal disability; and the unknown heirs, 
executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors and assigns of any 
person alleged to be deceased, and all other persons who are or may be 
concerned.
You are notified that a Petition has been filed in the District Court of 
Dickinson County, Kansas, praying to foreclose a real estate mortgage on 
the following described real estate:

LOT 152 AND THE EAST HALF OF LOT 154, ON NORTH 
THIRD STREET, LEBOLD’S FOURTH ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF ABILENE, DICKINSON COUNTY, KANSAS, 
commonly known as 1005 NW 3rd St, Abilene, KS  67410 (the 
“Property”)

and all those defendants who have not otherwise been served are 
required to plead to the Petition on or before the 8th day of June, 
2022, in the District Court of Dickinson County, Kansas. If you fail 
to plead, judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon 
the Petition.

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. 
§1692c(b), no information concerning the collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior consent of the consumer given directly to 
the debt collector or the express permission of a court of competent 
jurisdiction. The debt collector is attempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used for that purpose.
   Prepared By:
   SouthLaw, P.C.
   Blair T. Gisi (KS # 24096)
   13160 Foster Suite 100
   Overland Park, KS 66213-2660
   (913) 663-7600
   (913) 663-7899 (Fax)
   Blair.Gisi@southlaw.com
   Attorneys for Plaintiff  
   (232919)
File No. 232919-971806

 Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson 

County News Times on
Thursday, April 28, 2022)
In the District Court of 

Dickinson County, Kansas 
(Pursuant to Chapter 59 of 
K.S.A.)

In the Matter of the Adop-
tion of:

Sierra Nycole Westfall and 
Brenden Lee Westfall, minor 
children.

Case No. DK-2022-AD-000 
004

Notice of Hearing and No-
tice to Defendant, Heather 
Ryan

The state of Kansas to all 
persons concerned:

You are notified that on 
April 13, 2022, a Petition was 
filed in this Court by Jessica 
and Jason Westfall requesting 
an order for the adoption of 
the minor children, Sierra Ny-
cole Westfall and Brenden Lee 
Westfall.

You are required to file your 
written defenses to the Petition 
on or before June 9th, 2022, at 
8:30 a.m. through the District 
Court of Dickinson County 
at which time and place the 
cause will be heard Should 
you fail to file your written 
defenses, the petition will be 
taken as true, and judgment 
and decree will be entered in 
due course upon the Petition.

Jessica and Jason Westfall, 
Petitioners, In the Matter of 
the Adoption of: Sierra Ny-
cole Westfall and Brenden Lee 
Westfall. Richard H. Seaton, 
Seaton Law Offices, L.L.P., 
410 Humboldt, Manhattan, 
KS 66502, Telephone: 785-
776-4788, Facsimile: 785-
776-2449, Attorney for Peti-
tioners.

HISTORY Continued from P. 4

Much larger hail was 
reported to the east of 
Herington and one farmer 
reported that 80 percent of 
his crop was destroyed by the 
hail. The new warehouse of 
Clark Lumber Co. received 
considerable damage as 
the wind twisted and bent 
many of the steel girders and 
battered the steel siding which 

was in the process of being 
installed. Just to the northwest 
of the Clark building, the 
Rock Island dormitory lost 
part of its roof as it was 
ripped off during the height 
of the storm, awakening one 
occupant who found himself 
looking at the sky. At Union 
Ball Park, the roof was blown 
off the concession stand 

which was located just north 
of the bleachers, also causing 
the east wall of the building to 
collapse. Several power poles 
were knocked down and light 
meters ripped from homes.
Herington Historical 
Society & Museum, 800 
S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.office@ 

dickinsonnewstimes.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!
VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com
STEVE CRICHTON State Farm

Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell 
your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today! 

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 

CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes.  Running or not!  
All conditions accepted.  Free 
pickup.  Call for details. 844-
268-9386It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• FT MDS Coordinator
• FT Night shift Nurse (12 hour shifts)

• FT Dishwasher • FT Homemaker
• FT C.N.A. Evenings

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

LLIIFFEEGGUUAARRDD
OOPPEENNIINNGGSS 

THE CITY OF HERINGTON IS NOW ACCEPTING
LIFEGUARD APPLICATIONS FOR THE
MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOL.                                                                                   

Applicants must be 16 years of age or 
older and hold current Lifeguard, 
First Aid, and CPR Certificates.  

Applications may be obtained 
from the City Office, 17 N Broadway 

or online at www.cityofherington.com

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MAY 18, 2022

 

50+ PROPERTY PORTFOLIO 
MANHATTAN, KS

Single Family, 2 - 5 Unit & 12 Unit Buildings,
Development Lots & 

Redevelopment Properties
Offered in groups of 1 – 6 Properties

Many Surrounding Kansas State University 
• Buy One, Several or All! •

 Many Located in Opportunity Zones
3% Co-Operating Broker  •  Fee United States Bankruptcy Case, District of Kansas No. 21-40768

BANKRUPTCY

AUCTION
QUALIFYING BIDS DUE: JUNE 7
AUCTION: JUNE 14

888.843.0258    
www.agrep-sales.com/Kansas

INSURANCE

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American 
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, 
Madison, WI 53783  010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

   Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc.   
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
 btajchma@amfam.com 
 (785) 263-2512 

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM & RANCH        AMFAM.COM

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE  1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING 
& CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 16146547

Brian Tajchman, Agent, Inc.
Brian J. Tajchman, Agent
104 Nw 3rd S. Abilene
btajchman@amfam.com
(785) 263-2512

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH  AMFAM.COM

SEASONAL

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who quali-
fy.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gutters 

again! Affordable, profes-
sionally installed gutter guards 
protect your gutters and home 
from debris and leaves forev-
er! For a FREE Quote call: 
844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have trav-
el dates ready! 833-381-1348



Storm produces tornado, large hail

Page 8 Dickinson County News-Times

NEWS
Thursday, May 5, 2022

BURNING Continued from P. 3

The Chamberlins said 
they had planned to burn 
31.7 acres of CRP on 
April 2 when they learned 
Fire District No. 1 was the 
only district in the county 
in a burn ban. 

Mike Chamberlin said 
burning the CRP was nec-
essary for the field to be re-
planted, but the burning had 
to occur within a certain 
timeframe to meet federal 
crop insurance coverage 
deadlines and planting cut 
off dates. In 2020 there was 
an 11-week timeframe from 
when the field was burned 
to the time it was replanted 
with soybeans.

“If we use that 11-week 
time frame we would have 
needed to burn the CRP on 
or before April 4 to meet 
the June 20 guideline,” 
Mike Chamberlin said.

Difference in burns
Froelich told commis-

sioners during their April 21 
meeting there are days when 
conditions are safe to burn 
pastureland, but not brush 
piles or other burns. Brush 
and some other materials can 
smolder for days after a burn. 

“Then we’re in extreme 
fire danger, the wind blows 
the embers out and starts 
a fire on something that 
wasn’t supposed to burn,” 
explained Liberty Town-
ship Fire Chief Russ Riffel.

Froelich said he’s 
seen several instances of 
long-smoldering brush 
fires, including one that 
was set in January east 
of Chapman that is still 
burning.

However, Froelich be-
lieves agricultural burning 
should be allowed even 
while other burning is 
banned. 

“It’s in our favor to allow 
the agricultural people to 
burn that grass because it 
removes that fire load from 
our district,” he said. “So, 
allowing that is hazard mit-
igation.”

Having the third option in 
county policy allows burn-
ing to be restricted, but still 
allows ag burning.

Besides creating the new 
category, the amendment 
approved Thursday also 
gives fire chiefs the ability 
to give the decision-making 
authority to another person 
in the department.

Online map
County residents can 

go online at www.dkcoks.
gov to check the burn re-
strictions map. Areas in 
green allow all burning, red 
means burning is banned 
and yellow means grass-
land only may be burned.

Residents who plan to 
burn still must call 911 dis-
patch to register so a record 
of who is burning may be 
kept.

“That way we’re not 
sending fire personnel out 
to a controlled burn,” Hom-
man said.

911 Advisory Board
The county’s burn pol-

icy and communications 
were the main topics of 
discussion during the re-
cent 911 Advisory Board 
meeting, Homman told 
commissioners.

The meeting was the 
first for the advisory board 
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The advisory group 
was created in 2000 with 
the purpose of bringing 
together leaders working 
in emergency services to 
evaluate and recommend 

changes in policy, proce-
dures or funding changes 
to the commission and/or 
Homman.

Besides recommending 
changes to the burn plan, 
the board reached the 
consensus that it is time 
to research and exam-
ine switching over to the 
state’s 800 communica-
tions system in the future.

Homman said the coun-
ty would need to begin 
budgeting for that. 

During work session, 
Russ Riffel asked the 
commission to consider 
a paging repeater for fire 
and emergency respond-
ers in the Woodbine/Lib-
erty Township area. He 
said that area is “in a dark 
spot” when it comes to re-
ceiving pages.

Homman asked if the 
township would consid-
er paying a portion of the 
cost to install the equip-
ment, explaining that Sol-
omon was asked to pay 
when it had a similar re-
quest.

Casey Reidy, a Liberty 
Township board member 
and firefighter, said he 
thought that was possible.

Steep drop off
Riffel also asked about 

the possibility of widening 
or building shoulders on 
1400 Avenue from Rural 
Center School to Woodbine 
where there is a steep drop 
off from the asphalt into the 
ditch. Over the years, the 
situation has caused numer-
ous wrecks, he said.

Homman said he and 
Road and Bridge Supervi-
sor Martin Tannahill had 
discussed the situation and 
they felt the county could 
apply for grant funding 
from the Kansas High-Risk 
Rural Roads program.

Homman said that the 
project would entail two 
or three phases and would 
likely take four to five years 
before work could start. As 
always when applying for 
grants, funding is not guar-
anteed but applying “puts 
the project on KDOT’s ra-
dar,” he said.

Through the HRRR pro-
gram, the state pays 90 
percent of the project cost, 
while the county pays 10 
percent.

“You have to be able to 
show there’s a risk,” Hom-

man said. “It won’t be diffi-
cult to justify the risk.”

In other business:
• The commission ap-

pointed Reidy to serve 
as the commission’s 
representative to the 
911 Advisory Board.

• The annual meeting of 
the Dickinson County 
Public Building Com-
mission will be at 9:30 
a.m. Thursday, May 
5 in the commission 
meeting room. The 
PBC, which includes 
four members of the 
public and the three 
commissioners, are the 
lienholders for the jail/
courthouse renovation 
project.

• Homman and Tan-
nahill met with Clay 
County Commission-
ers April 18 to discuss 
the construction of 
the First Road bridge, 
located between both 
counties. Clay County 
Commissioners voted 
to authorize paying 
28% of the construc-
tion cost based on its 
county’s valuation.
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1. Brandon Hammons, storm chaser from Creston, Nebraska, captured this 
photo as a tornado started forming. The twister went on to travel almost 18 
miles and into Morris County Friday April 29. 2. Austin Murray spotted this 
funnel cloud about 10 miles south of Abilene. 3. Tabatha Barotti had large 
hail in the 3000 block of Quail Road. 4. There were several reports of large 
hail including these stones, which Lori Lynch photographed at Irish Acres, 
Chapman. 5. Dickinson County did not report widespread damage from the 
storms but a few places in Morris County weren’t as fortunate as the 75-foot 
wide tornado, which stayed on the ground for nearly 30 minutes, damaged 
several farm buildings including this one off Kansas Highway 4 near 3000 
Avenue. 6. With hail falling Austin Murray captured a funnel cloud forming 
about 10 miles south of Abilene. 7. Near K-4 and  3000 Avenue this tree 
blocked part of the roadway the morning after the storm. 8. The National 
Weather Service in Topeka is investigating several possible tornadoes re-
ported Friday night. On Saturday, April 30, meteorologists confirmed an EF1 
tornado formed near Hope and traveled almost 18 miles. It touched down 
shortly after 8 p.m. and stayed on the ground for about 30 minutes. 
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Dickinson County. Thank you for who you are, 
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Previous night’s storm didn’t dampen spirits

The highlight of the day 
came when the commission 
gathered to make an special 
announcement.

“Your Parks and Rec peo-
ple have been contemplat-
ing the next big thing that 
would really impact our 
kiddos here and we have 
decided to start a fundraiser 
to make a new city park,” 
she told the crowd that 
gathered as two commis-
sion members unrolled a 
banner featuring new play-
ground equipment.

The goal is to raise 
$50,000 to replace the old 
wooden playground equip-
ment with new, safer, mod-
ern pieces.

“It’s very safety minded,” 
she said. “It’s going to be all 

the recycled plastic to make 
sure that there’s no insects 
or ticks. It’s not going to 
warp and we won’t have to 
have the big maintenance 
like we have to on the stuff 
we have now. I have three 
small kiddos that love the 
park but I’m always pick-
ing splinters out of them.”

Herington  
Railroad Days

The annual Herington 
Railroad Days started 
several years ago and 
continues to grow each 
year with dedicated indi-
viduals like Mark Will. 
The event is a model 
railroading and railroad 
memorabilia show and 

sale and was held Satur-
day April 30 and Sunday 
May 1.

“We have several ex-
hibitors who bring and 
operate model railroad 
layouts which are a huge 
attraction to serious 
model railroaders and 
to young folks alike,” 
Will said. “This year our 
largest operation model 
railroad layout is 40-foot 
long and one of the oper-
ating layouts is set up to 
allow kids to operate it.”

Railroad Days helps 
commemorate Her-
ington’s long history with 
the railroad, which dates 
back to the 1880s.

“In this communi-
ty there are folks who 

worked for the railroads 
here during the days of 
passenger rail service 
and who, along with their 
families, were impact-
ed by the rise and fall 
of the local railroad in-
dustry,” Will said. “This 
event brings many peo-
ple to Herington and the 
Tri-County area where 
they enjoy our lodging, 
restaurants, and local 
businesses. It also opens 
our museum and railroad 
baggage car exhibits and 
increases the museum’s 
visitor traffic.”

Will said he also hopes 
the event will introduce 
children to the hobby of 
model railroading and 
likes watching the children 

smile when they get to op-
erate the model trains.

“I love learning about 
the history of railroading 
in Herington and putting 
together the slide show of 
Herington’s railroad His-
tory,” he said. 

A highlight of this 
year’s event was the Sun-
day roundtable with for-
mer railroad workers. 

Among the railroad en-
thusiasts who had models 
set up was Charlie Horner. 
He had two setups, which 
were interactive for the chil-
dren to play with. 

One interaction was to 
clean up gravel dumped by a 
derailed cart and to wake the 
campers with a bear pushing 
the camper over. 

On the other model Horner 
allowed children to earn their 
junior engineers badge by op-
erating the train. 

Horner attends several 
events throughout the year 
and in many locations. He 
said his largest model depicts 
Paradise and Randsburg Rail-
Road in California, where his 
family moved to in 1927. 

The Paradise branch serves 
the Diamond Match timber 
claim providing lumber for 
match sticks. The Randsburn 
branch served the Hofling 
Brothers tungsten mine in the 
Mojave Desert. The time pe-
riod depicted is early 1900’s 
to the end of World War II. 

Horner said he adds a little 
to the model every chance he 
gets. 

EVENTS Continued from P. 1

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

1. Tatum Varney, 18 
months old, of Enter-
prise, pushed her toy 
through the city park 
during the first En-
terprise Spring Festi-
val. 2. Railroad Days 
in Herington includ-
ed displays, which 
showed different siz-
es and gauges of track 
and other miniatures. 
3. Children play on the 
old wooden playground 
equipment at the En-
terprise City Park. 
Members of the Recre-
ation Commission an-
nounced Friday, April 
29 during the Spring 
Festival, their plans 
to start raising money 
for new playground 
equipment. They hope 
to raise $50,000 4. 
Railroad Days cele-
brates model trains 
and Herington’s his-
tory with the railroad, 
which dates back to 
the 1880s. 6. From left, 
Elsie Dick, 4 1/2, Lyd-
ia Mai, 3, and Edmund 
Dick, 2, grandchildren 
of candidate Scott Hill 
play and enjoy treats at 
the Enterprise Spring 
Festival. 7. Scott Hill, 
right, candidate for 
the 70th Legislative 
District visits with car 
enthusiasts at the En-
terprise Spring Festival 
car show.

Brandy 
Sensmeier 
DCNT photo

Brandy Sensmeier | DCNT photo Brandy Sensmeier | DCNT photo

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
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Solomon Solomon 
Wranglers 4-HWranglers 4-H
Hayden Zerbe
Club Reporter

Last month the Solo-
mon Wranglers goal was 
to recruit new members, 
and that is what they did.  
On Sunday, March 27 at 
5 p.m. the meeting was 
called to order and  Brek-
en Coup led the pledge of 
allegiance and 4H pledge.  
Roll call was answered by 
sharing the color that you 
dislike the most.  There 
were 14 members, two 
leaders,  and eight adults.  
Treasurer Breken Coup 
gave the club balance Re-
porter Hayden Zerbe said 
the article was reported 
and published.

Leader Marcia Ryan re-
viewed many upcoming 

deadlines for registrations 
or events such as May 1 
being the deadline to drop 
or add any projects, buck-
et calf registration is due 
and it is also the due date 
to sign up for the 4-H Day 
Camp this year.  The Solo-
mon Wranglers are also in 
charge of having a cookie 
jar at the auction this year 
and that we need to come 
up with some ideas for a 
club banner.  Any mem-
ber showing livestock 
and planning to sell at the 
Central Kansas Free Fair 
their Youth for the Quality 
Care of Animals needs to 
be completed in person on 
April 21 or May 5 or can 
be done online. 

For new business, there 
was a discussion on two 
possible educational trips.  
Legg’s Landing west of 
Solomon to see their an-

imals or the Car Museum 
in Salina.  There were no 
motions and club mem-
bers will continue this 
discussion next month 
when more information 
is provided.  For the pro-
gram, Abigail Zerbe did 
a project talk on photog-
raphy since we have so 
many new members.  She 
brought in various pictures 
for members to look at, 
demonstrated how to prop-
erly mount your picture 
and talked about the rule 
of thirds in photography.  
Mac Collins motioned 
to adjourn the meeting, 
Hayden Zerbe seconded 
the motion after  saying 
the club motto, “To make 
the best better.”  Motion 
passed 14-0.  Following 
the meeting, snacks were 
provided by the Brozek 
family.

4-H Reports4-H Reports

Chapman High School Journalism | Courtesy photo
Chapman High School prom king and queen candidates are: Front row, Chelsey 
Armbruster, Mariah Bailey, Nicole Blocker, Maggie Lewis, and Kaya Tiller; and back 
row, Mason Barnum, Torin Cavanaugh, Colt Sell, Trevor Mead, and Brent Golden.

Prom candidates chosen

Special to the DCNT

The an-
nual Gary 
L e f e r t 
Memorial 
S c h o l a r -
ship recipi-
ent is Kac-
ey Butler.  
She is the 
daughter 
of David 
and Karla Butler.  The $500 
scholarship was presented 

by Justin, Gary’s son, at the 
annual Chapman FFA Ban-
quet, April 20. 

Butler will attend Kansas 
State University, majoring 
in ag education.  She wants 
to teach children about the 
importance of agriculture. 
She has been active in the 
local FFA Chapter, partic-
ipating in several judging 
contests, fruit and barbecue 
sales, conferences, and state 
and national conventions, 
to name a few.  She is serv-

ing as the chapter reporter.  
She is also a delegate for a 
state office for next year.  

Butler is active in her 
community, church and 
4-H, serving as officer, 
superintendent and she 
has held several leader-
ship roles along with other 
school activities and pro-
grams. Leftert was proud 
of the impact the FFA orga-
nization has on youth. The 
scholarship was set up 15 
ago in his memory.

KACEY BUTLER

Lefert scholarship recipient named Heritage areas, explaining 
what they are and 
differentiating between 
rumor and reality.

Parsons also won nine 
second and six third place 
awards, including one she 
shared with former DCNT 
reporter Susan Mueller, 
who retired in 2021. That 
story’s focus was on a fire 
that destroyed the Clay 
Center meat locker (locat-
ed in Clay County) and its 
effect on Dickinson Coun-
ty residents.

“I covered how the fire 
was going to affect local 
producers and meat lock-
ers in Dickinson Coun-
ty, while Susan covered 
how that would affect the 
4-Hers because that fire 
happened pretty close to 
fair time,” Parsons said. 
“That combination of sto-
ries took third place in 
news writing.”

Parsons said she was 
happily surprised to re-
ceive third place for jour-
nalist of the year -- a dis-
tinction awarded to three 
people across all seven 
circulation divisions. She 
also is particularly proud 
of a third place award for 
best newspaper redesign, 
awarded for incorporating 
new styles, typefaces and 
design elements.

“With the new owner-
ship, one thing we wanted 
to do was a full redesign 
of the paper. All the staff 
helped with that. We spent 
a lot of time going over lit-
tle things that turn a good 
paper into a great paper,” 
Parsons said. 

Advertising awards
DCNT Office Man-

ager Savannah DePriest 
won several advertising 
awards, including taking 
first and second in the 
Special Section category. 
Her design for the “Mer-
ry Christmas” section, 
featuring local children’s 
artwork took first place, 
while a remembrance for 
Dickinson County Veter-
ans took second.

Before joining the news-
paper, DePriest had a 
home business where she 
designed and built items 
for others. She brought 
that same creative talent 
and applied it to the world 
of newspaper design and 
advertising.

DePriest said she enjoys 
being able to express her 
creative side while design-
ing special projects and 
laying out other newspa-
pers owned by the same 
company.

“I’m not just doing of-
fice work all the time. I get 
to do some fun things too,” 
she said.

DePriest said that al-
though Parsons does the 
majority of the writing, 
the final product each 
week is due to the entire 
DCNT staff, which also 
includes Lauren Spelts, 
Anna Kristek and Brandy 
Sensmeier. 

“The DCNT is 100 per-
cent a team effort,” De-
Priest said. “I see a lot of 
potential. I’m confident of 
the route our team is going. 
We obviously don’t have a 
lot of people on staff, but 
we work together and have 
the support to have a great 
paper.”

Parsons agreed, adding 
that the support from the 
Dickinson County com-
munities plays a big role in 
the newspaper’s success.

“The communities 
we cover support us by 
sending information, 
giving us a call telling us 
what’s going on. That’s 
what we need,” Parsons 
said. “The business mod-
el the newspaper indus-
try has operated under 
for decades is now gone. 
We are having to rein-
vent local community 
journalism.”

AWARDS Continued from P. 1

DOC Continued from P. 4

focus, and improve diges-
tion. It can also increase 
your energy and improve 
your immunity. 

How do you do it? Easy! 
Just do it. Make sure you 
are somewhere safe and 
close your eyes. Breathe in 
gently through your nose, 
take about four to five sec-
onds, and fill your belly and 
chest. Perhaps hold it for an-
other couple seconds. Then 
release it through your open 
mouth over five seconds or 
more, whatever is comfort-
able. Repeat this at least 
five times.

When I have patients 
that have anxiety or panic 
attacks, I often take a little 
time to practice this with 
them. Every time I feel 
calmer myself, and I hope 
they find it calming as well. 

This week, our Prairie 
Doc® organization is cel-
ebrating its 20th season of 
providing truthful, tested, 
and timely medical infor-
mation. We are taking time 
to breathe in and reflect on 

our past, feeling grateful 
for our founders, the late 
Dr. Richard Holm and his 
wife Joanie, and celebrat-
ing the contributions of 
everyone on our team.

Thank you, our readers, 
for taking the time to read 
our columns through the 
years, and I hope there are 
many more to come. Now, 
please take a moment to 
do some deep breathing. 
First you breathe in, then 
breathe out. 

Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. 
is part of The Prairie 
Doc® team of physicians 
and currently practices 
family medicine in Brook-
ings, South Dakota. Fol-
low The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and 
on Facebook featuring 
On Call with the Prairie 
Doc® a medical Q&A 
show celebrating its twen-
tieth season of truthful, 
tested, and timely medical 
information streaming live 
on Facebook most Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. central.   


