
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The perfect burger 
doesn’t happen by acci-
dent, nor does a business 
model that works.

At Hell Rayzor’s Road-
house, a new burger joint 
in Herington, the owners 
have fine tuned the recipe 
for both.

Tucked in between Pizza 
Hut and Herington Inn and 
Suites on Highway 77, the 
building has seen a string 
of restaurants come and 
go. However, if the Her-
ington Hell Rayzor’s can 
mirror the success of the 
one in Harveyville, that 
trend will break.

“I just thought, ‘Let’s do 
one thing and do it really 
well,” said Kevin Rayzor, 
who owns the restaurant 
with his wife Bobbi. “Why 
do the same thing that the 
last 20 guys … tried to 
do and failed? Everybody 
does the same thing — get 
the same food off the same 
truck, do the same thing.”

Born from a tornado
The idea for owning a 

restaurant emerged from a 
need in the community.

Ten years ago an EF-2 
tornado ripped through 
Harveyville where the 
Rayzors owned a car lot.

The National Weather 
Service said the twister 
was only on the ground 
for about four minutes. 
But four minutes was long 
enough to tear a five-mile 

swath through the small 
town wiping out homes 
and businesses — among 
them was the car lot. 

The Rayzor’s rebuilt but 
not all business owners 
could. When the restau-
rants did not come back, 
they took half of the car 
shop and turned it into Hell 
Rayzors.

“I was supposed to just 
help out in the restaurant a 
little bit when (Bobbi) need-
ed help but it didn’t quite 
work out like that,” he said. 
“As the restaurant got busier 
and busier, we started sell-
ing less and less cars.”

Harveyville has a popu-
lation of 110 — the res-
taurant seats 200. They 
opened with 2,000 square 
feet and now have 6,500. 
There’s a large play area 
for children and a patio 
with a fireplace.

“It started off half the 
size and in over six years 
it’s grown and grown and 
grown and grown,” he 
said. “It’s a total destina-
tion place because we do 
one thing, the burger.”

With steady clients 
coming in from as far as 
Council Grove and Salina, 
coupled with having a full 
house in Harveyville, the 
Herington location made 
sense.

Breaking the mold
When contemplating 

what kind of restaurant to 
open, they settled on burg-
ers. But knew they had to 
find a way to make Hell 

Rayzor’s different — they 
wanted to offer the cus-
tomer something they can’t 
get off any other menu.

“What drives you crazy 
when you go to order your 
burger somewhere?” he 
said. “Extra cheese is a 

dollar, bacon’s $1.50, this 
is that and that is this, and 
pretty soon you got your-
self an $18 hamburger.”

Additionally, most plac-
es have a set menu — they 
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Burger joint banks on winning model, freshness

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Kevin Rayzor waits for the right moment to flip a 1/2-pound, locally-sourced, beef patty — the centerpiece of a 
burger made to order at the new Hell Rayzor’s Roadhouse, off Highway 77 at Herington.

Courtesy photos
Second graders at Chapman Elementary School con-
cluded an annual lesson, which starts with them reading 
a story about children making and selling lemonade. 
They learned about graphing, measuring, and count-
ing money before putting those skills to use by working 
their own lemonade stands April 12. FAR LEFT: Bella 
Flores, Stori Brantley, Archer Asher and Troy Muckey 
from Laurie Paige’s class work together to make lemon-
ade to sell. They and their classmates voted to donate 
their earnings to relief efforts for Ukraine. LEFT: Arthur 
Strauss, Emma Stevens, Zaedyn Hutton and Skylar 
Flowers, from Mindy Krinhop’s class, sell a cup of lem-
onade to preschooler Maizy Krinhop. As of press time, 
they and their classmates had yet to vote on what they 
were going to do with the money they raised.

Lemonade stands give students hands-on experience

Lifetime of experience prepared Gugler for judge job
By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public  
Information officer

After years of working in 
the criminal justice system, 
Neal Gugler will bring a 
lifetime of experience to 
his new job as Dickinson 
County’s magistrate judge.

Gugler, a rural Chapman 
resident, was appointed 
Dickinson County Magis-
trate Judge March 4 by the 
8th Judicial District omi-
nating Commission fol-
lowing a public interview 
process. He was one of 
eight candidates who ap-
plied. 

“I was speechless and 
very humbled to be chosen 
to be in this position,” Gu-
gler said. “I take the work a 
judge does very seriously.”

Gugler was sworn into 
office during a robing cer-
emony Friday, April 15.

Besides serving as a 

magistrate judge in Dick-
inson County, Gugler will 
be assigned to cover cases 
in Geary County, accord-
ing to Cindy MacDonald, 
Dickinson County clerk of 
the court.

Local connection
Gugler was born and 

raised in Emporia, al-
though his family’s roots 
are in Dickinson County. 
The son of Ron and Mari-
lyn Gugler, his parents 
moved to Emporia for em-
ployment before Neal was 
born. He graduated from 
Emporia High School and 
Emporia State University 
before going to work as a 
community corrections of-
ficer covering Lyon and 
Chase counties. While 
there he met his wife, Lisa.

In 2000, Neal and Lisa 
moved to Lawrence. There, 
he went to work for the 
Douglas County Depart-

ment of Youth Services and 
began a graduate program 
in criminal justice at Wash-
burn University in Topeka. 

After completing that 
program, the Guglers 
moved to Overland Park 
where Neal started work as 
a court service officer for 
Johnson County, holding 
that job until 2013 when 
the family moved to the 
Gugler family homestead 
in rural Dickinson County.

“My uncle passed away 
unexpectedly in 2013,” 
Gugler said. “He was the 
sole operator of the farm. 
The homestead, barns and 
everything was divided up 
between the family and my 
wife and I decided we’d 
like to move to a more rural 
location.”

“This area has always 
been very dear to me,” 
he said. “I grew up being 

Courtesy photo
Neal Gugler, Dickinson County’s new magis-
trate judge, was sworn into office during a robing 
ceremony Friday, April 15 in Courtroom 1 of the 
Dickinson County Courthouse. Here he is seen 
with his service dog, Deacon.
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The staff at the Dickinson County 
News-Times wants to hear from our read-
ers. Share your photos, news, events and 
programs with us by sending them to  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com.

If you have a question you would like us 
to find the answer to, or if you have an idea 
for a story, email us or give us a call at 
(785) 366-6186.

We are also looking for school and sports 
photographs from all of the communities in 
Dickinson County.



By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Growing up Liz Beye 
Marsh wanted to be either 
a firefighter or a hairdress-
er. She chose the latter and 
on May 7 will host a grand 
opening for her second sa-
lon, Luxe Downtown Salon 
and Spa, 107 Broadway, 
Herington.

Her grand opening is more 
than the traditional ribbon 
cutting with hors d’ oeuvres 
and will include a concert, 
dinner, beer garden and a 
raffle.

The day’s events begin 
with an open house at the 
salon from 3 to 5:30 p.m. 
with a ribbon cutting at 5 
p.m. From 6 to 8 p.m. peo-
ple are invited to head over 
to the community build-
ing. Where there will be a 
smoked meat sandwich din-
ner served for $10 a plate, 
a beer garden, door prizes, 
a 50/50 raffle and musical 
entertainment.

The two bands she is 
bringing in are The Two 
Timers and Tyler Lyon.

“Tyler Lyon was the lead 
guitarist for Tech N9ne and 
did a lot of the Chiefs pep 
rallies and stuff in Kansas 
City,” Marsh said. 

The Two Timers are a re-
gional band from Manhattan.

“I wanted to give back and 
get everyone to come,” she 
said. “I’m encouraging peo-

ple to eat and drink and enter 
the raffle — that’s how we’ll 
make some money to give 
back to the community.”

The new Luxe
The herington location 

is Marsh’s second salon. 
She graduated hair school 
in 2009 and eight years ago 
struck out on her own open-
ing Luxe Manhattan Hair 
and Company.

Being independent is the 
best way she could make the 
most of her career, she said.

“You get to be  your own 
boss, be an entrepreneur,” 
she said. “Everyone here is 
independent — they are all 
independent stylists, they 
all work for themselves.”

The Herington native 
said she was excited for 
the opportunity to bring her 
business to the town where 
she grew up. 

“It felt really good,” she 
said. “I think there is a lot of 
life left in Herington.”

For her, the job offers 
rewards she can’t find else-

where. She likes meeting 
people and learning about 
everybody, she said.

“They become like your 
family — your friends,” 
she said. 

Luxe is a full-service sa-
lon with four stylists, an 
esthetician who does full-
body waxing, pedicures and 
manicures.

“We’re hoping to add 
more and bring some jobs 
back to town so people 
don’t have to go out of town 
for the services,” she said.
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 28 to April 11
Accidents

March 28, 3:45 p.m. 420 
Walnut St., Makaen Javid 
Hastings and Tyler James 
McLaughlin
March 28 10:30 a.m., 
2100, 1400 Ave., Jody 
Spoelstra
March 30, 11:10 a.m., 
1100 1400 Ave., Maira 
Diana Monjaras
April 1, 8:06 p.m., 2300 
Highway 4, Madison Ann 
Swanson and Brimleigh 
Jean Swanson
April 4, 9:17 p.m., 200 
Highway 4, Jerame 
Christopher Duran and 
Hazel Mae Duran

Reports
March 28, 5:14 p.m., 400 

block of West Eighth 
Street, sex offense
April 1, 5:03 p.m., 1272 
1900 Ave., domestic 
disturbance
March 30, 12:08 a.m., 
109 E. First St., drug 
investigation
April 4, 3:20 p.m., 2979 
Frances St., damage to 
property
April 2, 1:49 a.m., 110 N. 
Park St., noise complaint

Arrests
April 4, 4:45 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Patricia Ann 
Avinger, failure to appear
April 2, 3:45 a.m., 110 N. 
Park St., Kevin Thomas 
Morgan, possession of 
drug paraphernalia
March 30, 12:32 a.m., 109 
E. First St., Christopher 
Lee Smith, possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Law Enforcement Report

Michele Renae (Schneider) LongabaughMichele Renae (Schneider) Longabaugh
June 5, 1971 - April 7, 2022June 5, 1971 - April 7, 2022

Michele Renae (Schneider) Long-
abaugh, age 50, left this earth on April 
7, 2022, after a two year battle with lym-
phoma. She was born on June 5, 1971, to 
Lonnie and Jeanie (Roberts) Schneider in 
Herington, Kansas. Michele was a 1989 
graduate of Herington High School. 

She was joined in matrimony to James 
Longabaugh in 1991. She earned a bach-
elor of arts in accounting from Kansas 
Wesleyan University and a master of ac-
countancy from Kansas State University.  

After moving to Sabetha, in 1997, she was employed at 
Triple C Manufacturing, Inc. as an accountant until 2020. 
She considered the coworkers at Triple C to be her second 
family. Many became her lifelong friends.

Michele loved to travel especially to tropical beaches of 
the Caribbean. She and her family traveled to Italy for her 
dream vacation in 2016. During the summer, she could usu-
ally be found floating in a pool.

Michele was blessed with three children, Matthew Long-
abaugh, of Lawrence, Jordan Longabaugh, and Jake Long-
abaugh, both of Sabetha. She was so proud of each of them 
and loved to talk about their activities and accomplishments.

Michele is also survived by her husband of 30 years, Dr. 
James Longabaugh, of Sabetha; her father and mother, Lon-
nie and Jeanie Schneider, of Herington; her sister, Cindy 
Biehler (Ron), of Herington; her brother, Michael Schnei-
der (Krista), of Marion. She was preceded in death by her 
sister, Lynn Schneider, of Herington.

A celebration of life service was April 16 at NorthRidge 
Church in Sabetha. The services will be followed by a lun-
cheon at the church. Those wishing to honor her life can do-
nate in her name to the Sabetha Community Health Foun-
dation and/or the Apostolic Christian Home of Sabetha, 
sent in care of the Popkess Mortuary, 823 Virginia, Sabetha, 
Kansas  66534.  Online condolences can be left for the fam-
ily at www.popkessmortuaries.com

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Liz Beye Marsh, rinses Jennifer Sjodahl’s hair at her new Luxe Downtown Salon 
and Spa in Herington. This is Marsh’s second hair studio. She is planning a com-
munity event to celebrate the opening.

Grand opening party planned
Herington stylist opens second salon

Courtesy photos
Herington City Manager Branden Dross recently 
presented first two Uniform Program to Incentiv-
ize Commercial Cultivation grants of 2022 to help 
new business. LEFT: Liz Beye Marsh was awarded 
$5,000 to help with her new Salon and LEFT: Jason 
and Sara DeWitt, owners of Wrench Ratz Tire & 
Auto received $3,400.  Herington business own-
ers who would like to apply or learn more can find 
information at https://www.cityofherington.com/.../
upticc-grant-businesses.

Two business owners receive grants

Special to the DCNT

Julie Roller Weeks, direc-
tor of the Abilene Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
and president of the Travel 
Industry Association of 
Kansas, traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., the week of 
April 4, to represent the 
Kansas Tourism Industry 
at the U.S. Travel Associa-
tion’s Destination Capitol 
Hill.

The Kansas delegation 
met with Senator Jerry Mo-
ran, Congressman Tracey 
Mann and Congresswoman 
Sharice Davids. The group 
also met with representa-
tives from Senator Roger 
Marshall and Congressman 
Ron Estes’ offices.

Topics of discussion 
included: rebuilding the 
workforce, reigniting in-
person business meetings 
and events, restoring inter-
national inbound travel, and 
reimagining the role of trav-
el and tourism in improving 
global competitiveness.

“The number one topic 
we discussed was work-
force challenges,” Roller 
Weeks said. “Unfortu-
nately, this is not unique 
to the travel and tourism 
industry, but all industries. 
According to U.S. Travel, 
nearly 75% of all jobs lost 
during the pandemic are 
in the leisure and hospi-
tality industry. The help-
wanted signs and ads you 
see throughout Abilene 
reinforce that statistic. 
For tourism to rebound, 

we must find a way to fill 
those jobs.”

While businesses con-
tinue to use Zoom and other 
online meeting platforms 
for business meetings, the 
group asked leaders to en-
courage corporate leaders 
and the federal government 
to return to business and re-
ignite valuable face-to-face 
connections to restore busi-
ness travel — a critical seg-
ment of the U.S. economy.

“During our discussions, 
everyone shared their ap-
preciation for the conve-
nience of online meetings 
but questioned its effective-
ness,” she said. “There is 

something different about 
meeting face-to-face that 
is more meaningful, and it 
also helps our economy.”

In addition to domestic 
travel, the group discussed 
the need to restore interna-
tional travel.

“In Abilene, international 
travelers come to see or con-
duct research at the Eisen-
hower Presidential Library 
and Museum, watch the 
Spring and Fall Nationals 
at the National Greyhound 
Association, and celebrate 
the American cowboy at the 
Old Abilene Town and the 
Dickinson County Heritage 
Center,” Roller Weeks said. 

“Unfortunately, Internation-
al travel remains severely 
depressed, and it is hurting 
communities around the 
country.”

Tourism Economic 
Outlook

In Abilene, the 2022 Tran-
sient Guest Tax Collections 
continue to increase from 
2021.

“While the (rebound) is 
slow, it is steady,” Roller 
Weeks said. “I hope a busy 
summer travel season will 
help us stay on track to a 
full rebound and continued 
growth.”

Tourism represented in Washington

Courtesy photo
Several travel representatives from Kansas including Abilene Convention and Visitors 
Bureau director Julie Roller Weeks were in Washington recently to discuss travel-
related issues with legislators. From left Jim Zaleski, Labette County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Roller Weeks, Senator Jerry Moran, Kevin Fern, Visit Shawnee, and 
Natalie Bright, Travel Industry Associate of Kansas executive director

Special to the DCNT

The Men’s Breakfast 
at Emmanuel Church at 
1300 N. Vine Street in 
Abilene will feature for-
mer K-State football play-
er Ty Zimmerman as the 
featured guest at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, April 23.

Zimmerman is with 
the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, a gradu-
ate of Junction City High 
School, played football for 
Kansas State University 
from 2010-2013 and had 
a short stint with the New 
Orleans Saints in 2014. 

After his playing career 
ended, he stayed in the 
world of sports, teaching 
and coaching in Junction 
City. He said it was dur-
ing this time that he began 
a relationship with Jesus, 
and gained a desire to-
wards full-time ministry.

“God led me to FCA, 
where I get to merge my 
background in athletics 
and my newfound life 
with Jesus in such a cool 
way,” he said. “It’s a great 
joy to know and follow 
Jesus, and an even greater 

joy to see other people 
come to know and fol-
low Jesus. FCA give me a 
platform for that!”

Zimmerman married his 
high school sweetheart, 
Mandy. They have two chil-
dren: Brinley, and Ezra. The 
Zimmerman’s love spend-
ing time together as a fam-
ily, having random dance 
sessions in their living 
room, and being outdoors.

Since 1954, the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes 
has challenged coaches 
and athletes on the pro-
fessional, college, high 
school, and youth levels 
to use the medium of ath-
letics to impact the world 
for Jesus Christ. Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes 
focuses on serving local 
communities by equip-
ping, empowering and en-
couraging people to make 
a difference for Christ.

The Men’s Breakfast 
is free but donations are 
welcome. 

To RSVP contact Em-
manuel Church at (785) 
263-3342, at their Face-
book page, or Call Kevin 
Harris at 785-479-0490.

Former football 
player to speak

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/22. Each dealership is inde-
pendently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those 
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(855) 761-7343CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

MICHELE RENAE 
LONGABAUGH



By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the third in a series of five 
articles about the agents who 
work at the K-State Research 
and Extension - Chisholm 
Trail District, Dickinson 
County. Extension agents can  
give programs on a variety of 
topics  at schools, club meet-
ings, and senior centers. To 
learn more about extension 
programs call (785) 263-2001 

Before Google, there 
was Extension — one 
place where people could 
go to find out anything 
from how to can tomatoes 
to the identification of an 
insect they found crawling 
in the house. 

At the K-State Research 
and Extension office in 
Dickinson County, each 
Extension agent has their 
own specialty.

With the addition of 
Myra Bonilla to the staff, 
Renae Riedy, family and 
consumer science agent 
who specializes in fam-
ily resource management 
was able to shift her fo-
cus from a broad range of 
health and wellness top-
ics to issues related to the 
older population.

“Since Myrna has come 
on board with us in 2020, 
my position was divided 
and … became the depart-
ment on aging,” she said. 
“I really appreciate hav-
ing someone else to help 
because she's able to focus 
primarily on nutrition, and 
we get those questions fair-
ly regularly.”

Bonilla started just as 
pandemic shutdowns were 
sweeping the country caus-
ing the workload in the Ex-
tension office to get over-
whelming.

“She was keeping up on 
the CDC recommenda-
tions,” Riedy said. “She was 
keeping up on tons of things 
— I felt like we were all 
drowning as it was, in terms 
of family consumer science, 
because we were trying to 
help people find resources 
to feed their families, ‘How 
do we take care of this?’ 
‘How do we get help for 
mom when I'm three states 
away?’ I can't imagine what 
the beginning of COVID 
would have been like if we 
did not have another person 
on staff.”

Now that some of the 
pandemic issues are under 
control, Bonilla has taken on 
some of the health and well-
ness topics leaving Riedy to 

focus on a part of family and 
consumer science that she 
has a passion for.

“Today I taught Stay 
Strong, Stay Healthy,” 
she said recently. “I do 
family finances, which is 
something I really believe 
strongly in and is definitely 
a huge interest to me.”

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy 
is a 16-session, 8-week ex-
ercise class for people 50 
and older. Riedy teaches 

two classes on Mondays 
and Wednesdays — at 8:30 
a.m. in Herington and at 10 
a.m. in Navarre.

On the family finance 
side of the aisle she heads 
up a volunteer tax assis-
tance program. There has 
to be at least two people to 
make the program run — 
one who will help with the 
taxes and one to review.

“In my case I have two 
volunteers who have a lot 

of experience doing taxes,” 
she said. “A lot of the time 
I’m the reviewer.”

While tax assistance is 
a seasonal program, one 
of the topics she helps 
people with year-round is 
Medicare.

“It doesn’t seem to mat-
ter what time of the year,” 
she said. “I probably get 

Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA – Governor 
Laura Kelly signed Senate 
Bill 62, a bipartisan bill 
that amends standards for 
free school-administered 
vision screenings and es-
tablishes the Kansas Chil-
dren’s Vision Health and 
School Readiness Com-
mission.

“Early detection of vi-
sion issues in children 
helps educators assess 
and address the needs of 
students promptly,” Kelly 
said. “It is critical we ad-
dress these issues early on 
— especially if a student 
has shown signs of read-
ing difficulty, to ensure 
our kids continue to learn 
to their fullest potential 

and find success in the 
classroom.” 

In addition to updated 
standards, SB62 creates 
the Kansas Children’s Vi-
sion Health and School 
Readiness Commission, 
an eight-member com-
mission appointed by the 
State Board of Education 
to oversee the state’s vi-
sion screening require-

ments. It will also assist 
Kansas families in finding 
free or low-cost eye exams 
if a student fails an initial 
vision screening and can-
not afford the services on 
their own.

SB62 also ensures sign 
language interpreters are 
held to a standard just as 

By Andrew Pankratz
Special to the DCNT

The Dickinson County 
Historical Society will hold 
a concert starring the Kansas 
All Star Big Band Friday, 
May 13. 

Made up of the top jazz 
musicians of Kansas, the 
band will play the big-band 
hits of Tommy Dorsey, 
Glenn Miller, Thad Jones, 
Count Basie, and many 
more. There will also be a 
dance floor so that people 
can get up and dance along 
with their favorite tunes. Of 
the 18 band members, one 
of them grew up in Abilene 
and still has close ties there. 

Mark Robinson, trom-
bonist in the Kansas All Star 
Big Band, was born and 
raised in Abilene. When he 
was four years old Robinson 
began learning how to play 
a cornet but switched to the 
trombone upon entering the 
fifth grade. The decision to 
switch to the trombone was 
made by his father, Bill Rob-
inson, who also played the 
trombone and decided that 
it would be easier to teach 
him an instrument that he 
already knew well. Despite 
his father making the deci-
sion to switch instruments 
for him, Robinson was fine 
with the change and con-

tinues to play the trombone 
to this day. Today, he has to 
know how to play every in-
strument in the band due to 
his role as a band teacher. 

Upon entering the fifth 
grade at McKinley Grade 
School in Abilene, Robin-
son joined the band. While 
he was in sixth grade the 
band teacher started a Di-
xie Land group, which he 
joined. Once or twice a 
week the students practiced 
at the high school, which 
he said they thought was a 
pretty big deal.

The Dixie Land group 
played at Old Abilene 
Town and at the swimming 
pool during the water car-
nival in the 1960s. He re-
called that they performed 
before they had electric 
keyboards and the band di-
rector had to load a piano 
in the back of his truck. 
When the group arrived at 
their destination, the band 
director backed his truck 
up to where the group was 
going to perform so that 
the pianist could sit in the 
bed to play the piano. 

Over time, the Dixie Land 
group morphed into a group 
called the Night Owls. The 
Night Owls performed all 
around Abilene, including in 
a place called the Gas Light 
Club at the Trails End Hotel 
in 1969 and 1970. They 
played the Gas Light Club 
once a month and would 
pass a hat around for tips. If 
each band member made $7 
or $8, they thought it was a 
pretty good night. Many of 
their songs from that period 
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Thursday
April 21

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to schedule 
a time.

9 a.m. Spring storytime, 
Herington Public Library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:45 to 8 p.m. Laundry 
Love, Highlander and 
Speedy Wash laundro-
mats, Abilene  

6 p.m. Bingo at Ameri-
can Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

Friday
April 22

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 E. 
Main, Herington; early bird 
6:30 p.m., regular: 7 p.m. 

Saturday
April 23

8 a.m. Men’s breakfast, 
Emmanuel Church, 1300 
N. Vine St., Abilene

Sunday
April 24

Noon — 3 p.m. Ger-
man Sunday Lunches,  
VFW Post 1281, 101 E. 
Main, Herington

Monday
April 25

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

Tuesday
April 26

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime at 
Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chapman
Wednesday
April 27

9 to 10 a.m. Catholic 
Charities Mobile Out-
reach at St. Michael’s 
Church, Chapman

5 to 7 p.m. free com-
munity dinner, Chap-
man United Methodist 
Church, 426 N Sheeran 
Ave. 

Thursday
April 28

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to schedule 
a time.

9 a.m. Spring story-
time, Herington Public 
Library

Noon, Lunch and 
Learn, virtual event, 
register at https://www.
eisenhowerlibrary.gov/

12:45 p.m. Corn hole, 
Abilene Senior Center

5:45 p.m. sign up starts, 
8 p.m. last loads of laundry 
go in — Laundry Love, 
up to four free loads of 
laundry per family. K&R 
Laundry, 412 N. Marshall, 
Chapman. 

6 p.m. Bingo, Ameri-
can Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Local musician returns for show

Agent looks after older population’s needs

Special to the DCNT

The Dickinson County 
Democrats invite the com-
munity to Spring Fling 
2022, Saturday, April 30. 
The event begins at 5 p.m. 
with a VIP reception hosted 
by Robin Black and Duane 
Schrag at their home at 312 
N. Vine Street, Abilene. The 
cocktail reception from 6 
to 8 p.m. will be held at the 
Lebold Mansion at 106 N. 
Vine St. 

Special guests at the 
events are Kansas State 
Treasurer Lynn Rogers, 
U.S. Senate candidate the 
Rev. Mark Holland, and At-
torney General candidate 
Chris Mann. 

“We’re delighted to re-
turn to in-person events 
with our Spring Fling,” said 
Rebecca Perkins, Demo-
cratic County Chair. “This 
is a critical year for Kansas 
elections, and we want to 
give everyone a chance to 
meet candidates and learn 
more about the issues. The 
event also gives visitors a 
chance to see the historic 
Lebold Mansion as it under-
goes a magnificent transfor-
mation with its new owner, 
Joseph Tatner.”

The cocktail reception 
will feature hors d’oeuvres, 
beer and wine, and both si-
lent and live auction items. 

Democrats plan 
Spring gathering

Courtesy photo
Abilene native Mark Robinson will perform with the Kansas All Star Big Band at 
the Dickinson County Historical Society May 13. 

News News 
briefsbriefs

Commodities Commodities 
distribution setdistribution set

The next free food — com-
modities distribution is 1 p.m. 
April 23 at the First Christian 
Church in Herington. Distri-
bution is on a first-come first-
serve basis starting.

For more information 
call Linda Ralston at (785) 
375-2373 or Jim Phillips at 
(406) 403-4004.

Abilene police Abilene police 
officer  officer  
graduates graduates 

Twenty-four new law en-
forcement officers gradu-
ated from the Kansas Law 
Enforcement Training Cen-
ter at a ceremony held in 
the KLETC Integrity Audi-
torium April 8.

Graduates receive certifi-
cates of course completion 
from KLETC and Kansas 
law enforcement certifica-
tion from the Kansas Com-
mission on Peace Officers’ 
Standards and Training, 
the state’s law enforce-
ment licensing authority. 
The training course fulfills 
the state requirement for 
law enforcement training. 
Classroom lectures and 
hands-on applications help 
train officers to solve. 

Among the graduates, 
who began their training 
in January 2022,  Amanda 
Wilson, of the Abilene Po-
lice Department.

Bereavement Bereavement 
group meetsgroup meets

Home Health and Hos-
pice of Dickinson County 
is offering a Bereavement 
Support Group in Abilene. 
The next class will be on 
Tuesday, April 26 at 6:30 
p.m. These classes are held 
at the Home Health and 
Hospice office, 1111 N. 
Brady, Abilene. Lindsey 
Brummer, Bereavement 
Coordinator, serves as the 
group facilitator.

These gatherings are de-
signed to help individuals 
work through the period of 
transition, allow time for 
sharing personal experienc-
es and feelings, and provide 
guidance toward learning 
and coping skills.

The public is welcome 
to attend the free sessions. 
Persons interested in the 
support group are encour-
aged to bring along a sup-
portive person. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

Anyone with ques-
tions should contact Home 
Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County at 785-
263-6630 in Abilene.

Railroad track 
work started
Special to the DCNT

The first of a two-phase 
track construction proj-
ect began April 11 on the 
Abilene and Smoky Valley 
Railroad with the laying 
new ties between Abilene 
and Enterprise. Workers 
from Mussleman and Hall, 
from Wichita, started with 
tearing out old ties and 
replacing them with new 
ones, a job that is expected 
to take about 18 days.  

The work is the first ma-
jor overhaul of the former 
Rock Island and MKT rails 
since the Abilene to Wood-
bine section of the Hering-
ton-Salina subdivision was 

acquired by the Abilene and 
Smoky Valley organiza-
tion in 1993. The route was 
originally constructed in 
1887, becoming the second 
railroad to enter Abilene 
after the legendary Kansas 
Pacific was built in 1869.   

Abilene and Smoky 
Valley president and 
general manager Ross 
Boelling said the track 
reconstruction project is 
expected to take two years 
to complete. This first step 
involves replacing wooden 
ties that secure the rails 
in place. The second, and 

See BAND P. 5A

See BILL P. 5A

See AGENT P. 10A

See TRACK P. 8 See FLING P. 8A

Bill improves vision, hearing services

Meet the agents

Courtesy photo
Renae Riedy, center, leads an exercise 
class for older residents at the Navarre 
Community Centr. Riedy is an Extension 
agent who specializes in family resource 
management.
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“Uncle Sam’s horses have 
evidently 
been lame 
a lot re-
cently, and 
now their 
riders can’t 
read too 
well ei-
ther.”

L i k e -
wise, it’s 
a wonder 
tax refunds ever arrive, but 
interestingly there’s never an 
issue with past due notices.

A large brown envelope 
with correct address and 
canceled postage slip was 
mailed from Stilwell, Kan-
sas, March 11. It arrived at 
the ranch 25 days later on 
April 5.

 That’s poor service in ev-
erybody’s book. Used to be 
mail from all the way across 
the country would arrive at 
the ranch in a couple days. It’s 
been sometime since that was 
the case. 

A century ago, blame was 
sometimes placed on the 
horses, nowadays there’s ev-
ery other excuse imaginable. 
Late mail is a common story 
repeated whatever barber-
shop, grocery store line, or 
elevator one stops at.

This time was even much 
more disturbing. The enve-
lope had already been opened 
and two short pieces of loose 
Scotch tape did not seal it 
back shut. That’s mail tam-
pering, deception or some un-
lawful action isn’t it?

Inside the envelope was 
a collectible country music 
song book from a friend and 

a Xeroxed Internal Revenue 
Service note. No, it wasn’t a 
past due tax notice and defi-
nitely not a tax refund.

Rather the three-inch-by-
eight-inch paper was in-
scribed “Misdirected Mail 
Opened by the IRS.” To have 
a preprinted piece like that, 
evidently they open lots of 
mail that’s not theirs.

That would make many 
people’s blood boil with re-
maining commentary on the 
paper likely heating certain 
tempers even hotter. 

It said: “The enclosed cor-
respondence was misdirected 
to us by the Post Office.” 
That’s just not logical in any 
sense of the definition, be-

cause the address was legibly 
correct. The return address 
was also very readable. So if 
for some reason the big enve-
lope had been undeliverable it 
should have been returned to 
the sender, right?

Excuse given on the IRS 
note: “The large volume of 
mail we receive daily is first 
opened by machine. There-
fore, your ‘enclosed’ enve-
lope was opened before we 
discovered that it was not 
addressed to the Internal Rev-
enue Service.” The note was 
inside the original envelope 
not attached outside.

Suspicion is increasing 
about both the United States 
Postal Service and the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. 

Reminded of Acts 14:2: 
“They sowed mistrust and 
suspicion in the minds of the 
people.” 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
STONE 

C R U S H -
ER — The 
Rock Is-
land folks 
have their 
mammoth 
s t o n e 
crusher at 
‘ Q u a r r y 
S i d i n g ’ 
r u n n i n g 

full blast, grinding out 
twenty-five cars per day 
of excellent stone ballast. 
The stone is of the mag-
nesia variety and when 
first quarried is quite soft 
and easy to work, but af-
ter a short exposure to the 
atmosphere becomes ex-
ceedingly hard and makes 
the best ballast on earth. 
The supply at the quarry is 

unlimited and the Rock Is-
land will soon have an all-
stone ballast road between 
here and Fort Worth.

100 years ago, 1922
COMPLETE WEST 

WALNUT — The county 
commissioners were here 
Saturday and conferred 
with the City Commission 
in regard to paving the 
connecting link between the 
west Walnut Street paving 
and the Hope hard surfaced 
road (K-4). The county and 
city will each bear 30 percent 

of the cost and the property 
owners the remaining 40 
percent. This piece of dirt 
road has been an eye-sore 
for a long time and motorists 
will be glad to learn that it is 
to be paved. The members 
of the library board want to 
lay a new sidewalk on the 
north side of the library. They 
informed the Commission 
that they would bear all of the 
expense of making the grade 
and laying the walk if the city 

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

Toto, I think we 
are in Kansas. Yes-
terday’s hot winds 
turned into today’s 
early morning snow 
showers and antici-
pation of yet another 
hard freeze. It is cra-
zy. One can easily be 
caught off guard in 
Kansas. 

Every year, I have 
a spring conversation 
with someone who is freezing because 
they have switched out their closets and 
put away all the warm clothes. I shake 
my head in wonder and ask, “How long 
have you lived here in Kansas?” I have 
learned to keep everything in one closet 
all year long because I never know what 

I might 
need in 
the next 
day, the 
n e x t 
hour, or even the next moment.

Life is sort of like Kansas weather — 
often unpredictable and surprising. 

One day everyone you love shows 
up at the big family dinner and the next, 
there is an empty chair. One morning 
you’re hurrying out the door to work 
and two weeks later you put the break-
fast dishes away, look at the pink slip 
you laid on the counter, and wonder 
what to do next. You curl up in the top 
bunk and a lump forms in your throat 
as you realize the late-night yelling has 
been replaced with mom’s hushed tears. 
You snuggle on the sofa, laugh, and 
share a big bowl of popcorn when the 
doorbell rings and two uniformed offi-
cers ask to come in.

Life is hard. Oft times when every 
day seems full of sunshine, something 
brutal blows in and we are chilled to 
the bone. Indeed, life is very hard. Just 
when we think we have it all figured out, 
we are surprised by an unexpected chill 
or a hard freeze. 

Here’s what I know. We are sur-
rounded by people who have lived 
in the path we trod, and they have 
a closet full of experience to make 
a difference in our lives if we con-
fess we are caught out in the chang-
ing winds — unprepared. More than 
that, I know God loves us as we are 
and in whatever circumstance we 
find ourselves. 

Whatever the wind blows in, reach 
out to God and you will find God is 
close already reaching out to you.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Toto, we are in Kansas

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

Opened mail most suspicious

This Day in the Herington 

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
John P. McCormally is 

staging a 
o n e - m a n 
revolution 
to keep 
C h a p -
man in the 
headlines 
and before 
the eyes 
of the na-
tion. Not 
c o n t e n t 
with making an outstanding 
record as one of the young-
est members in the house 
of Representatives, John 
stepped up into the ranks of 
the select writers of the coun-
try this week when an edito-
rial written for the Emporia 
Gazette was reprinted in the 
Reader’s Digest. A footnote 
in the Digest story stated that 
John was from Chapman 
Kansas, served 44 months 
in the Pacific with Marines, 
was wounded at Iwo Jima, 
and spent 14 months in a 

hospital. John also had a sto-
ry, “Susan Friend” published 
in this month’s issue of the 
Kansas Teacher.

John was a graduate of 
DCHS Class of ’41 and 
he would often return for 
class reunions.  Family and 
friends from his hometown 
were important to John and 
he would often share stories 
in his columns.

50 years ago, 1972
York Taylor and Neil Det-

rich, Chapman, captured the 
doubles title and Jon Lond-
een was the all-events win-
ner in the Abilene Men’s City 
Bowling Tournament.

Bowling leagues and 
tournaments used to be very 
popular.   All three are now 
deceased, but remember how 
active they were for many 
years whether in the commu-
nity, sports, or church.

 25 years ago, 1997
The Larry Taylor Farewell 

Tour and the Chapman High 
School Jazz Band will bring 
the popular (and FREE!) 
“Popcorn and Jazz” concert 

to the Chapman High School 
gymnasium Friday. Under 
the direction of Taylor, who 
will retire after this school 
year, and featuring the best 
among CHS student musi-
cians and perhaps a surprise 
guest or two, the annual 
concerts have become antici-
pated favorites for the com-
munity. New sounds and old 
standards make for an expe-
rience that’s hard to beat. So 
get it on the calendar, folks. 
Seating is limited to--oh, 
maybe a few hundred fans of 
good music and good times, 
and you really want to be in 
that number, one more time!

Who wouldn’t want to be a 
part of this!  Mr. Taylor was a 
great teacher!

10 years ago, 2012
USD 473 board mem-

bers regretfully approved 
the resignation of Chap-

man High School journal-
ism teacher Matt Weller at 
the school board meeting. 
After 12 years of teaching 
journalism at CHS, Weller 
has taken a position as As-
sistant Principal/Athletic 
Director at Clay Center 
High School. Weller said 
he had earned his master’s 
degree in administration 
and wanted the oppor-
tunity to use the degree.   
“Chapman has been ex-
tremely good to my fam-
ily.” Weller said. “It will 
be bittersweet leaving the 
school that gave me my 
first chance to teach and 
coach.”  

Matt and his family still 
live in Clay Center where 
Matt is the principal of one 
of the elementary schools.

So talented with photog-
raphy, videography, writing, 
sports.  Great to see some-
one move up but the family is 
missed in Chapman!

Quote of the week:  “Do 
anything, but let it produce 
joy.”  ~Walt Whitman 

janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

High school will give jazz concert

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Larry D. Geist, 
Centre Superintendent

At a special USD #397 
Board of Education meet-
ing last Monday, March 
28th, we met with a repre-
sentative from Landmark 
Architects in Hutchinson to 
discuss possible additions to our school facility. This 
was the second meeting we had with them to discuss 
plans. The board is in the early stages of developing 
drawings and will hold a public meeting when we are 
closer to moving on to the next step of working plans 
and getting bids. Currently we are working off estimates 
of cost given to us by the architects. After discussion on 
changes to the plan, the BOE voted 7-0 to proceed with 
a plan that will add the following rooms to the present 
building:

• A Pre-Kindergarten room that will also act as a safe 
room for tornados

• A Kindergarten room that will also act as a safe 
room for tornados

• A Daycare room that will hold approximately 12 
children from 0-18 months old

• A Daycare room that will hold approximately 25 
children from 18 months to 4-year-olds.

• A work room for the elementary school.
• A concession stand and handicapped accessible rest-

rooms for the football field
• A weight room that will attach to the exterior of the 

main gym
Your Board of Education has done a terrific job of 

frugal spending over the last several years and because 
of that, the majority of this project will be paid out of 
Capital Outlay Funds already in place, with the remain-
der of the project funded by a local loan. Loan payments 
will be made from funds the district receives every year 
from the wind generators located in our district. The 
important thing to remember is this project will NOT 
raise taxes. We will be able to fully fund it without a 
bond issue.

Some may ask what the need for this expansion is. 
This project was started years ago when it was real-

ized our weight room, concession stand, and restrooms 
at our football field are very inadequate. For one, nei-
ther restroom is handicap accessible for spectators who 
may have a disability that makes it either very difficult 
or impossible to use our restrooms at the football field. 
Secondly, the concession stand is located behind the re-
strooms so it is not easily accessible for our fans as well 
and the workers in the concession stand cannot view 
the game while working. Our weight room has several 
walls dividing it which makes it extremely difficult for 
our teachers and coaches to monitor all the different ar-
eas of the room at the same time. It is also located away 
from the main building which means students must re-
turn to the main building in bad weather after they have 
worked out. The new weight room will also contain a 
dressing room for officials as well as an office for our 
coaches. Attached to the new weight room will be a 
handicap accessible restroom for patrons attending ac-
tivities in the main gym. Our plan is to make the weight 
room available for patrons to use off hours as well and 
will contain several exercise machines like treadmills 
and elipiticals.

Along with the above-mentioned project, the need 
for a safe room in our facility is of utmost importance. 
Currently our students, staff, and faculty go to several 
rooms in the building that are below grade level in the 
event of a tornado. In the event of an actual tornado 
hitting our facility, the location of these rooms would 
make it very difficult for search and rescue teams to lo-
cate and evacuate the people in the building. Safe rooms 
have been a well proven resource for schools such as 
ours that lay in the middle of tornado alley. Safe rooms 
are required to have a restroom in them so the sugges-
tion was made by the architect to build a Pre-Kinder-
garten room in addition to a Kindergarten room to the 
west side of the elementary wing since both classrooms 
would already have a restroom in them. By moving our 
Pre-K and Kindergarten to these two new rooms, it will 
enable us to move the 4th and 5th grade classrooms to 
the elementary wing and cut down on these students 
having to mingle with junior and senior high students. It 
will also enable us to expand the rooms needed for our 
Title 1 and special education classrooms.

In the short time I have been in the Centre School 
District, it has become obvious our district has a vital 
need for daycare. We have had a hard time filling some 
of our open positions this year because the people inter-
ested in the jobs cannot find daycare for their children 
while they work. One of our employees has had to take 
her child as far away as White City to find daycare. Our 
plan would be to house a daycare on our campus that 
would attach to the main building, making it easier for 
the children to have access to the lunchroom as well as 
the safe rooms in the event of severe weather. The facil-
ity will be open to our staff members as well as to the 
public. We have little doubt that once open, it will fill 
the needs of many of our patrons.

I applaud our BOE for taking the step to make these 
improvements that we feel are important to continue to 
grow our Centre Schools. Please watch for an upcom-
ing announcement about a public meeting that will be 
held for parents and patrons to receive more informa-
tion on the project. See HISTORY P. 5A

Superintendent 
outlines possible 
school additions
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Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Friday, April 22
Ham & Beans, Cole-
slaw, Mixed Fruit, Corn-
bread
Monday, April 25
Sausage Biscuits, Hash 
Rounds, Green Beans, 
Pears
Tuesday, April 26
Pork Roast, Mashed Po-
tatoes & Gravy, Cauli-
flower, Banana, Wheat 
Roll

Wednesday, April 27
Chili & Crackers, 
Tossed Salad, Tropical 
Fruit, Cinnamon Roll
Thursday, April 28
BBQ Chicken Breast, 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes, 
Cole Slaw, 
Applesauce,
Biscuit

Friday, April 22
Taco Salad, Chips and 
Salsa, Fruit, Brownie
Monday, April 25
Smoked Sausage on 
Bun, Potato Wedges,  
Peas, Fruit, Cookies
Tuesday, April 26
BBQ Chicken, Potato 
Salad, Mixed Vegeta-
bles, Hot Roll, Fruit

Wednesday, April 27
Chicken Fry, Mashed 
& Gravy, Green Beans, 
Roll, Strawberry Short-
cake
Thursday, April 28
Roast Turkey, Sweet 
Potatoes, Buttered corn,
Wheat 
roll,
Fruit

tell the customer what is 
on the burger.

Hell Rayzor’s takes a 
different approach. Rather 
than choosing a predeter-
mined burger off a menu, 
the customer builds it with 
what they want.

“We have about 25 dif-
ferent cheeses, sauces, 
and toppings that go on a 
burger,” he said. “You get 
a half pound or one pound 
burger — you get any-
thing and everything you 
want on your burger. If 
you want all the cheeses, 
if you want triple bacon, 
it’s all the same price.”

The price for a half-
pound burger is $11.95, 
a one-pounder is XXX. 
Included in the price is 
a generous serving of 
French fries.

Anatomy of the 
perfect burger

Having a great loca-
tion and business model 
won’t do any good if the 
quality of the food is 
subpar. Return custom-
ers don’t drive 50-plus 
miles and wait in line 
at the Harveyville Hell 
Rayzor’s just because 
they can get a $11.95 
half-pound burger with 
fries. 

The perfect burger not 
only has what the cus-
tomer wants on it but 
those toppings have to be 
fresh and of good quality. 
There are no frozen pat-

ties in the Hell Rayzor 
kitchen. 

“We start with 90/10 
beef,” Rayzor said. “We 
get all of our beef from 
Agridime, right here in 
Herington. I wanted lo-
cally-sourced beef.”

When they go on the 
hot grill, they are left 
alone until it’s time to flip 
them.

“We weigh them out, 
we hand-patty them,” 
he said. “When we cook 
them, we don’t smash 
them, we don’t poke them 
— it takes a little longer 
but you’ll get a juicy, 
well-done burger.”

The buns are from an 
Italian bakery in Kansas 
City, which he goes to 
pick up weekly.

He chose them because 
they are hardy and won’t 
fall apart when piled high.

“It’s about making the 
effort to go through every 
single condiment to make 
sure everything is cooked 
and sliced just right,” he 
said. “We take our lettuce 
and put it on ice and crisp it 
up so it’s super crispy when 
it goes on a burger — it’s 
100s of little details.”

Another detail is in the 
French fries. They don’t 
come frozen in a bag. At 
the Harveyville location 
he goes through about 
1,000 pounds of fresh 
potatoes a week. During 
a slow week in Hering-
ton, he went through 600 
pounds.

“We cut them right in 
the sink, rinse them off 
and they go right into the 
fryer,” he said. “We leave 
the skin on, put them in 
hot water to take the starch 
off and clean them. When 
they go into the fryer it 
takes about 10 minutes to 
cook.”

When it comes to fresh-
ness, even their bloody 
Mary is made with a 
homemade mix.

“It’s our specialty 
drink … and it’s loaded,” 
Rayzor said. “It’s almost 
like a salad buffet. It’s got 
a big ole celery stalk and 
peppers — it’s got a whole 
smorgasbord of stuff.”

There are only a few 
other items on the menu, 
for example they serve 
up ribeyes from Agridime 
on Thursdays and there 
is a children’s menu. But 
burgers are the main at-
traction.

“A lot of people strug-
gle with it — they come 
in here and they’re like, 
‘When are you going to 
add stuff to your menu 
and it’s like, ‘We’re 
not,’” he said. “This is 
what we do. You don’t 
go to McDonald’s and 
complain you can’t get 
a taco, you go across the 
street to Taco Bell and 
get a taco. We’re not ask-
ing you to eat here every 
day. We’re saying when 
you want to have a great 
hamburger — come here 
and eat.”

were by Herb Albert, who 
was popular at that time. 

After graduating from  
High School, Robinson went 
to Fort Hays University, but 
quit school for a while. Dur-
ing this time, he played with 
a rock group out of Manhat-
tan, known as Albatross. 

He went to work for 
Cessna in Hutchinson, but 
he eventually decided that it 
would be better to finish his 
college degree after experi-
encing repeated layoffs. In 
1987, he completed his de-
gree in music education at 
Bethel College in Newton. 

With his degree com-
pleted, Robinson taught in 
the Catholic School system 
in Hutchinson, then Nicker-
son. For the past seven years 
he has taught band in the 
Burrton Schools. When CO-
VID-19 entered the picture, 
band members had to put 
covers over their instrument 
bells and puppy pads on the 
floor for the brass players to 
empty their spit on. Rather 
than purchasing the expen-
sive bell covers, Robinson 
used women’s nylon stock-
ings. After each rehearsal, 
he had to spray every chair 
down. Fortunately, things 
have come back to more nor-
mal now. 

The one constant through 
the years is the Abilene City 
Band. Robinson joined the 
Abilene City Band after his 
seventh-grade year, which he 
believes probably makes him 
one of the youngest members. 
Robinson said the Abilene 

City Band has formed many 
of his favorite memories be-
tween the performances and 
friends made. His father, Bill 
Robinson, is likely the lon-
gest serving member of the 
Abilene City Band. Bill Rob-
inson, who is still active in 
the city band, played with the 
Abilene City Band in Dwight 
Eisenhower’s inaugural pa-
rade in 1952.

Robinson, Anthony Panek, 
and Doug Kaufman came 
together several years ago 
and purchased the music and 
supplies from the collection 
of the late Sherman Gunn of 
Hutchinson. Gunn was one 
of the top trumpet players and 
led a big band in Las Vegas. 
He had a large music library 
and everything one would 
need to have a big band. 

Panek then bought out 
Kaufman’s and Robinson’s 
shares as well. With all of this 
music and equipment, Panek 
decided that he should start a 
big band and commenced re-
cruiting the top players in the 
state. While 90% of the band 
members are band directors, 
others are businessmen and 
even college students. 

The Kansas All Star Big 
Band has four trumpets, four 
trombones, five saxes, three 
to four rhythm players, and 
the bandleader. While the 
band plays jazz music from 

the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, 
they also play more music 
like Buddy Ritch, though they 
do not have anything written 
in the past 10 or 15 years. 

They generally meet once 
to rehearse before one of their 
concerts, but each player is ex-
pected to know their parts and 
has practiced extensively be-
fore this rehearsal. “When you 
get to sit and play beside some 
of the very best musicians in 
Kansas then that ups it, you 
know the quality and fun quite 
a bit,” Robinson said.

BAND Continued from P. 3A

would grant them free water 
and electricity for a year. The 
request was granted.

75 years ago, 1947
HANDLESS MOTHER 

OF THREE DOES OWN 
HOUSEWORK & PAINTS 
ñ The former Ann Kauff-
man, now Mrs. Ann Reeves, 
now lives in San Bernadino, 
California. Many Herington 
friends will remember that, 
when she was nine years old, 
her arms were badly burned 
by an electric wire and ampu-
tated just below the elbows. 

During her nine months in 
the hospital, she was fitted 
with artificial hands, but she 
found she could get along 
better without them. She can 
do embroidery, sweep, wash, 
iron, dress herself, and attend 
to her personal grooming 
without help. Mrs. Reeves 
is 35 years of age now and 
the mother of three children. 
Her oldest daughter, Dorothy 
Ann, is 15, a son, Billy, is 6, 
and changing the diapers on 
11-month-old Patricia Ann 
is no trick for her. Although 
she scorns the ingenious, 

modern prosthetic devices 
and handles things between 
her elbows, she does all 
her housework, gardening, 
laundry, cooking, and paints 
landscapes. Her husband, 
Frank Reeves, a railroad me-
chanic, was her childhood 
sweetheart in Herington and 
married her when she was 
19.

50 years ago, 1972
PLANTED TREES AT 

SCHOOLS ñ A project for 
the Biology classes at Her-
ington High School was 

the planting of 47 trees 
and shrubs. The students 
planted 20 Scotch pines 
at the high school and 10 
Scotch pines at the elemen-
tary school. The trees were 
purchased by USD487.  
Sid Pateman also donated 
seven lilac bushes, six rose 
bushes, and five oak trees 
to the project and they 
were all planted at the high 
school.

Herington Historical Soci-
ety & Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday.

HISTORY Continued from P. 4A

BURGER Continued from P. 1A

other licensed profes-
sionals, so Kansans who 
are deaf or hard of hear-
ing receive quality ser-
vice from interpreters.

“The passage of SB 62 
is a significant milestone 
for Kansas Commission 
for the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing in its 40-year 
history,” said Robert 
Cooper, executive direc-
tor of the Kansas Com-
mission for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing. “SB62 
aims at improving com-
munication access and 
services for deaf and 
hard of hearing Kansans, 
building on the work 
and advocacy we have 
provided the community 
since KCDHH was first 
established by the Legis-
lature in 1982.”

Governor Kelly also 
signed the below biparti-
san legislation.

H Sub for SB 101
Approves the operation 

and use of electric-assist-

ed bicycles and regulates 
the use thereof.

HB2386
Establishes requirements 

for the payment and reim-
bursement of dental servic-
es by a dental benefit plan.

HB2564
Updates the version of 

risk-based capital instruc-
tions in effect.

HB2607
Clarifies the time limi-

tations for habeas corpus 
claims, requiring earlier 
notice of anticipated re-
lease from custody of a 
person who may be a sexu-
ally violent predator to 
the attorney general and a 
multidisciplinary team and 
specifying where such per-
son will be detained during 
civil commitment proceed-
ings.

SB28
Enacts the pharmacy 

benefits manager licensure 
act and requiring licensure 
rather than registration of 
such entities.

BILL Continued from P. 3A

Know before 
you go

Date: Friday, May 13
Time: Gates open at 

6 p.m., concert starts at 
7 p.m.

Place: Dickinson 
County Historical Soci-
ety, 412 S Campbell St, 
Abilene

Cost: $10, children 5 
and younger are free

Get tickets at: Solo-
mon State Bank in 
Abilene or in Solomon, 
Dickinson County Bank 
in Enterprise, First Na-
tional Bank of Hope in 
Hope or Herington, As-
tra Bank in Chapman, or 
the Heritage Center.

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service

Our Redeemer Lutheran
802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor 
our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, con-
tact us at 785-366-6186 or email 
dcnewstimes@outlook.com
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Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, April 21, 2022)
ORDINANCE NO. 1861

Thank you to our sponsor
With the support of sponsors the  
Dickinson County News-Times prints a 
different type of puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram
When there is a fifth week in the month the 
puzzle is chosen at random.
 If you would like to become a sponsor, 
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Public Notice
(First Published in the Dickinson County News-Times Thursday, April 21, 2022)

BOARD VACANCY NOTICE: MEMBER DISTRICT TO FILL 
VACANCY UNTIL THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the provisions of 

K.S.A. 25-2022 of a vacancy in the membership of the 
Board of Education of Unified School District No. 481, 
Dickinson County, Kansas, and that such vacancy shall 
be filled by appointment of the Board of Education not 
sooner than fifteen (15) days following publication of 
this notice. The appointed member will serve in this 
position until the next general election.
Such vacancy exists by reasons of the resignation 

of Brittney Lorson, who represented Board Member 
District 2, Position 4. Applicants must reside in this 
member district.
By order of the Board of Education, Unified School 

District No. 481, Dickinson County, Kansas, this 11th 
day of April, 2022.

Clerk, Board of Education

Located approximately halfway between 
Abilene and Solomon, south of the RR. 
Flying Eagles Kennels is offering one of 

their premier Greyhound Farm facilities.  
This property includes 15 Acres +/-, a    

climate-controlled 2004 Cleary kennel/
shop with water, sewer and electric in 

place.  Lots of possibilities for grey-
hounds, business, storage, or hobby. 
Open House April 23rd 1:00 - 3:00PM   

Taxes :$514.38 
Call or visit our 
website for sale 

bill and more info! 
 SELLER: Flying   
Eagles Kennels  

Billy Randle - Agent  Cell # 785-479-1152 
Ray Swearingen - Broker 

Cell # 785-452-8498 

LAND AUCTION 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 @ 7:00pm 

Where: 450 Old Hwy 40, Abilene, KS   

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

GREEN THUMB WORD 
SEARCH

AERATION
COMPOST
CONTROL
CRABGRASS
DROUGHT
ENRICHMENT

FERTILIZATION
GRASS
GREENERY
GRUBS
HOSE
IRRIGATION
LEVELS
MOLD
MOLES

MULCH
PESTS
PLANTS
PRUNING
RAINING
RESEEDING
SOIL
WEEDS
YARD
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 
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Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!
VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! 

Livestock For Sale
Hereford Bulls Ready for 

service, horned and polled, 
good selection, will deliver. 
Davis Herefords • Maple Hill 
Kansas 785-256-4643 or 785-
383-2493

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386 

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• Director of Nursing
• FT Night shift Nurse

• FT CMA evenings
• FT C.N.A.

• FT Day shift Cook

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted
A Clinic for Your

Pets and Livestock!
781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587
Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial 
Aid Available for those who 
qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS 

WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-939-2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on 
TV!  888-721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gutters 

again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenback-
er, Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 855-
454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H 

FOR MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breit-
ling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 844-575-0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside 
and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & 
Southwest and many more 
airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates 
ready! 833-381-1348

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

HELP WANTEDHVAC

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

ployee only.

Some overtime availability

Lots of growth opportunities 
available

Small family culture

Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Her-
ington, KS 67449

Apply :

https://www.ziprecruiter.
com/job/bfc5690a

Delivery Driver/
Warehouse Associate

We are looking to hire an individual that can 
handle all of our deliveries to local

restaurants and retail locations.

Help Wanted

Shift: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
CDL is required. You would be driving a 

Freightliner M2 26-foot box truck.
Daily Duties:

• Batching orders that need to be delivered each day. 
Collect weights for all product being delivered

• Receive incoming product and add to inventory
• Prepare shipments for shipping and load semi 

trucks with the product
• Manage inventory records
• Operate forklifts and electric pallet jacks
• Delivering product to local retailers and restaurants
• Help with other warehouse duties when needed

Benefits:
• 30% discount on all of our products
• Employer paid health care, dental, and vision for 

employee only.
• Some overtime availability
• Lots of growth opportunities available
• Small family culture
• Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Herington, KS 67449

Apply:
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/job/bfc5690a

Gold Bond Building Products, LLC, an affiliate
of National Gypsum Company, has several ex-
citing Production Operator career opportunities
at our Medicine Lodge, KS location.  Compre-
hensive salary, 401(k) with employer match, re-
tirement account, paid holidays, Life Insurance,
Flexible spending accounts, Wellness programs,
and more…
To apply call 620-886-5613 or apply in person
at 1218 SW Mill Rd. Medicine Lodge, KS 67104



By Colten Abeldt 
Club Reporter

The Jolly Jays were 
busy in March. They start-
ed the month by compet-
ing in the 4-H basketball 
tournament and running 
the concession during 
the games. This is one of 
the highlights of the year.  
The club thanks Nick and 
Shasta Acheson for coach-
ing and the parents for 
helping in the concession 
stand while the games 
were going on. 

Many of the members 
attended the Central Kan-
sas Free Fair Cleanup the 
next day. They held their 
regular meeting on March 
13 at the Woodbine Fel-
lowship Hall. President 
Addison Acheson called 
the meeting to order. The 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
4-H Pledge was led by 
Kinsey Acheson and Ade-
line Hakett. 

Song leaders Adeline 
Hackett and Nolan Hall led 
the club in singing “Happy 
Birthday” for March birth-
days and Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes. 

Roll call was answered 
with “What are your 
Spring Break plans?“ by 

14 members, three lead-
ers, and seven parents for 
a total of 19 present. 

The leaders shared infor-
mation on 4-H basketball, 
camp scholarships,Purple 
Power Pack day camp,  
livestock tagging, drop/
add dates, regional 4-H 
model meeting, Lions 
Club pancake feed volun-
teer opportunity,  model 
meeting results and 4-H 
day results. 

The club also made 
plans to deliver Sunshine 
Bags the following week 
to the Herington Legacy 

Nursing Home. The club 
voted to donate $25 to the 
Wild Bill Beef Show and 
$50 for camp scholarships. 
Colten Abeldt  made a 
motion to adjourn the 
meeting by saying the club 

motto. The motion was 
seconded and passed. 

Max Dixion presented 
on  “How to Throw The 
Perfect Cast”, Korbin 
Hackett shared “How to 
Find the Champion Bar-
row” and Adeline Hack-
ett read a book. The next 
meeting was scheduled for 
April 10 as an exchange 
meeting with Willowdale.

The club finished the 
month by attending the 
Regional 4-H day in Clay 
Center and presented their 
model meeting receiving a 
blue.
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Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703
kayspharmacy@gmail.com
2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 
for details!

Ages 12-17 must be
accompanied by a parent

102 NW 3rd Street  |  Abilene, KS 67410 
P 785-263-3794  |  TF 855-200-3794

2021-0512 Exp. 02/28/2024 Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Patricia O’Malley  |  Managing Director – Investments
Amanda Cormack  |  Financial Advisor

Managing What 
Matters for 

Generations
Integrity. Trust. Mutual Respect. That’s 
How We Do Business. Contact Us Today.

By Ike Moody
Club Reporter

The March meeting of the Chap-
man Shamrocks 4-H club was held 
March 6, via zoom due to inclement 
weather. President Jed Moody called 
the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.. 

Thirteen members were present and 
roll call was answered with “what is 
your favorite season?” 

Peighton Harris led the pledge of 
allegiance. Carter Rock led the 4-H 
pledge. Leader Valerie Rock an-
nounced the club received a grant 
from the 4-H foundation. Club dis-

cussion was held about the use of 
the grant to improve the planter in 
the entry of Chapman Elementary 
School.  Jed Moody gave a program  
on how to break in and maintain 
a variety of baseball gloves. The 
next meeting of the Shamrocks was 
scheduled for April 10. 

Special to the DCNT

Chapman Family, Ca-
reer, and Community 
Leaders of America had 
three Students Taking 
Action with Recognition 
events that placed during 
competition. 

The Kansas Family, 
Career, and Community 
Leaders of America met 
for their annual State 
Leadership Conference 

April 3 to 5  from loca-
tions across the state. 
More than 1,200  students 
and advisers from Kansas 
schools participated in 
the conference in Wichita 
to grow their leadership 
skills, celebrate their ac-
complishments from the 
past year, and prepare for 
their future careers with 
Kansas FCCLA. 

A variety of track ses-
sions and activities were 

available for participants 
to engage in including the 
State Outreach Project , 
where members across 
the state donated items at 
their district conferences 
to be collected at SLC. 
These items were made 
into nurse support bags 
and were sent to a local 
hospital in Wichita.

Chapman FCCLA 
STAR events that placed 
were:

Madison Brown — re-
ceived bronze in career 
investigation

Taylor Wells — silver 
in chapter service display

Hayley Briggs — sil-
ver in job interview

The district officers 
were installed at the 
state meeting. 

From Chapman High 
School, Madison Brown 
was installed as a district 
officer.

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way   $3 Round Trip  

CALL (785) 258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT, City of Herington, 
Fares and General Donations

4-H Round-up4-H Round-up

Courtesy photo
Members of the Jolly Jays 4-H club delivered Sunshine bags to the Legacy Nurs-
ing Home and visited with the residents.

Jolly Jays

Chapman Shamrocks

FCCLA award winners recognizedGet your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; 
OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-785-922-9098 

Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

more expensive, phase will 
involve reconstructing the 
roadbed, which is essentially 
the foundation of the five-
mile stretch of track between 
Abilene and Enterprise.  

Boelling said the crews 
will begin at the Cedar Street 
crossing in Abilene and work 
east towards Enterprise. He 
said the seven-worker crew 
will install about 200 ties per 
day and he expects the proj-
ect to be completed by May 
7, the opening of the 2022 
excursion train season. 

Boelling said the sturdier 
track will enable the A&SV 
to schedule more dinner 
trains and special events, and 
it will provide a more stable 
foundation for the railroad’s 
monolithic, century-old 
Santa Fe steam locomotive, 

which is scheduled to run on 
Memorial Day weekend.  

 The cost of the first phase 
of reconstruction is about 
$350,000, financed by dona-
tions and grants, including 
awards from the Emery Rail 
Heritage Trust Fund and the 
Community Foundation of 
Dickinson County. Boelling 
added that next year’s road-
bed reconstruction, which will 
cost an estimated $2 million, 
will be financed by a series of 
grants currently being devel-
oped.  step involves replacing 
wooden ties that secure the 
rails in place. The second, and 
more expensive, phase will 
involve reconstructing the 
roadbed, which is essentially 
the foundation of the five-
mile stretch of track between 
Abilene and Enterprise.  

There is no charge to attend 
the cocktail reception but 
guests will have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to the 
county Democratic party 
and to the individual can-
didates who appear. Res-
ervations for the event can 
be made online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
dickinson-county-demo-

crats-spring-fling-tickets-3
13681258087?aff=ebdssbd
estsearch. 

Tickets for the reception 
are available at $25 per per-
son and can be purchased at 
the door but advance regis-
tration is required. To regis-
ter contact Rebecca Perkins 
at (908) 419-2194 or email 
dkcodems@gmail.com.

FLING Continued from P. 3A

TRACK Continued from P. 3A



Special to the DCNT

April is Occupational 
Therapy Month. Both phys-
ical and occupational thera-
pists help after an illness 
or injury, but occupational 

therapists focus on helping 
patients to regain their abil-
ity to perform daily living 
and work activities. As oc-
cupational therapists like to 
say, they focus on “ADL…
activities of daily living.”

Occupational therapy 
targets different areas to 
include physical, sensory, 
and cognitive impairments 
with targeted treatment to 
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JUDGE Continued from P. 1A
here constantly through-
out my summers growing 
up and other times during 
the school year. I spent a 
lot of time here with my 
grandparents, aunts and 
uncles. I didn’t want to 
see the family farmstead 
sold off.”

Gugler farmed the prop-
erty for about two years 
and then returned to law 
enforcement part-time 
working for the Junction 
City Police Department. 
In addition, he began work 
as a special investigator 
with the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation in 2017.

“Basically, I did back-
ground investigations for 
the KBI and Governor 
(Laura) Kelly,” he said. 
“That took me all around 
the United States. I loved 
working for the KBI. They 

are a great team, great 
people to work for.”

Judge interest
When the call first went 

out seeking applicants for 
the open magistrate judge 
position in late 2021, Gugler 
did not see it because he was 
out of the country.

When no one applied for 
the magistrate, the position 
was reopened.

“When I came back I had 
friends who work in law en-
forcement and the judicial 
system urge me to apply 
for it,” Gugler said. “They 
thought I’d be a great fit and 
had the perfect demeanor for 
that position,” Gugler said. 

He told coworkers at the 
KBI about the position and 
they agreed, plus it would 
give him the opportunity to 
be home.

“I have always had a 
great passion for being 
in the courtroom. I spent 
most of my career working 
with judges directly or in-
directly as a court services 
officer or probation offi-
cer,” he said.

In Johnson County he 
often was in the courtroom, 
representing three different 
entities.

“Due to the size of the 
county we had a juvenile 
unit, an adult unit and an in-
vestigation unit,” he said. “I 
was able to bounce around 
those gaining experience.”

Gugler said working 
with the different judges 
gave him the opportunity 
to learn the thought pro-
cesses used in making le-
gal decisions.

“At times they have 
many choices to choose 

from,” he said. “The judg-
es I worked closest with 
had a lot of compassion, 
yet were very strict with 
those who were violent and 
needed to be housed in a 
correctional facility. They 
made me understand that 
first and foremost to look 
out for public safety.”

He also learned how 
judges handle offenders 
who are not a direct dan-
ger to the public — people 
with addiction or mental 
health issues.

“Help them recover so 
you don’t keep seeing 
them year after year and 
help them have a better 
life,” he explained.

Philosophy
Gugler plans to bring 

the same philosophy to the 
judgeship he has used in all 

his other jobs in the crimi-
nal justice system: Every-
one is human.

“People have low points in 
their lives and no matter what, 
everyone deserves respect, to 
be treated equally and fairly,” 
he said. “That’s how I’ve 
always approached cases, 
especially mental health or 
addiction issues. “People do 
not choose to become drug 
addicts or alcoholics. It’s im-
portant to remember the cir-
cumstances. The court system 
should grant them the oppor-
tunity and resources to help 
them help themselves.”

Service dog
When Judge Gugler takes 

the bench, he will be accom-
panied by his service dog, 
Deacon.

“I joke with the people 
in the court clerk’s office, I 

don’t know if they’re more 
excited to have me on board 
or have a dog in the office,” 
Gugler said with a laugh. 
“Deacon is a German Shep-
herd. He’s got quite the per-
sonality. He’s like every oth-
er dog. He will give you the 
saddest eyes and make you 
think he is malnourished, 
playing you for treats.”

Gugler and Deacon have 
been a team for a little more 
than a year. 

“I got him when I was out 
in the field with the KBI. He 
has been a great asset for 
me,” Gugler said.

As he prepares to start his 
new career, Gugler looks 
forward to serving the 8th 
Judicial District. He knows 
a judge has a lot of influence 
over people’s lives.

“It’s not a responsibility to 
be taken lightly,” he said.
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By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Burpees are a plyometric 
exercise, which works sev-
eral muscle groups while 
providing cardio.

“No one really enjoys a bur-
pee, at least not many people 
do,” said Anita Larson, per-
sonal trainer at Impact Sports 
and Fitness, Abilene. “They’re 
super hard. They take a lot of 
strength and flexibility, a lot of 
core. You feel your breathing 
kicking in, your legs kicking 
in, your arms.”

Despite the intensity of 
the exercise, the benefits 
of burpees are numerous, 
she said.

“It is a full-body exer-
cise,” she said. “You have 
your arm strength to hold 
you, your legs — you’re 
getting muscles plus cardio-
vascular.”

However, Larson said it is 
not a daily exercise.

“You don’t want to do 
burpees every day or you’re 
going to fatigue your body 
and you’ll end up getting in-
jured,” she said. “You have 
to rest because plyos tax the 
body if they are done proper-
ly without too many breaks.

She recommends people 
work up to a certain amount 
of time to do their burpees as 
opposed to choosing a num-
ber of repetitions, although 
it may start out that way. 
The time is dependent on the 
person’s ability, 

“If you’re starting out, if 
you’ve never done one and 

you can do five elevated on 
a bench, that’s great,” she 
said. “Then work up to min-
utes. I think it’s good to do 
like a minute, take a small 
break and jump back in and 
do a few rounds of them. 
Instead of counting, I go by 
the clock.”

The most common mis-
take Larson sees people 
make when executing a bur-
pee is having their glutes too 
high in the air and not en-
gaging the core when they 
do the push-up, which can 
lead to back and shoulder 
injuries.

When jumping in, or step-
ping if doing the modified 
version, it is important to 
bring the feet all the way 
back to the starting position.

“You have to be able to 
control your body to do a 
correct burpee,” she said. 

“Even on the (modified) 
level you want to take a full 
step back and keep  your feet 
lined up with your body.”

Modification
For people who are not 

able to jump right into doing 
a full set of burpees, Larson 
said there are ways to start 
slower and work up. 

“If you’re starting out as a 
beginner, you don’t want to 
jump with your hands clear to 
the ground, you’re going to get 
hurt,” she said. “You would 
start either on a plyo bench and 
do like a modified one.”

For a modified burpee: 
1. Lean down and place 

your hands on the bench 
2. Step one foot back 
3. Step the second foot 

back
4. Optional — do a push-up

5. Bring the first foot back 
to the starting point 

6. Bring the second foot 
back

7. Lift arms overhead
“As you advance you end 

up on the floor where you 
jumped down, jump back, 
jump in, jump up,” she said. 
“Then you can add a push-up.”

Marcus Rothchild of 
Abilene demonstrates the 
proper form for executing 
burpees:

1. Start with knees bent, 
back straight, and feet shoul-
der-width apart

2. Lower hands to the 
floor positioned just inside 
the feet

3. Kick feet back so the 
body is in a pushup position

4. Keep the body straight, 
engage the core and do a 
push-up

5. Jumping the feet back 
to their starting position

6. Stand, jump up, landing 
back in the starting position

Repeat..

Burpees — a full body plyometric exercise

Special to the DCNT

Taylor Miller, who 
holds a doctorate in physi-
cal therapy, recently com-
pleted the functional dry 
needling, level II course-
work and practicum 
through Evidence In Mo-
tion. Miller joins Adam 
Burns, who also holds 
a doctorate in physical 
therapy and is a certified 
myofascial trigger point 
therapist, as a certified 
dry needling specialist at 
Abilene Physical Therapy 
& Sports Rehab, Abilene.

Dry needling is the use 
of solid filament needles 
inserted through the skin 
and into the muscle to re-
lease painful myofascial 
trigger points. It results in 
the deepest tissue release 
allowing for improve-
ments in movement and 
pain. 

It is called “dry” nee-
dling because there is no 
solution injected as with 
a hypodermic needle dur-
ing a flu shot. With dry 
needling, the needle itself 
and the effects it produces 
within the tissue is the 
treatment.

During a dry needling 
treatment, a needle is in-
serted into contracted 
painful knotted muscle to 
create a local twitch re-
flex. This twitch reflex is 
both diagnostic and thera-
peutic as it is the first step 
in breaking the pain cycle.  
Research shows this reflex 
will decrease muscle con-
traction, reduce chemical 
irritation, improve flex-
ibility and decrease pain. 

Dry needling is not 
the same as acupuncture. 
Trigger point dry needling 
is based on Western medi-
cal research and princi-
ples, whereas acupuncture 
is based on traditional 
Chinese medicine. The 

main similarity is that the 
same sterile, disposable 
solid filament needles are 
used.

Miller said he has seen 
a benefit to using dry nee-
dling in physical therapy 
treatment plans for many 
patients.

“Incorporating func-
tional dry needling into 
clinical practice has be-
come a staple in my skill-
set as a physical therapist 
because I have found it 
to be beneficial for the 
management of chronic 
conditions, pain reduction 

and for enhancing muscle 
performance with patients 
when used as part of a 
comprehensive PT treat-
ment plan,” he said.

Dry needling is used to 
treat: Neck and back pain, 
shoulder pain, tennis or 
golfers elbow, headaches, 
hip and gluteal pain, knee 
pain, Achilles tendonitis, 
tendonosis, plantar fas-
ciitis, sciatica, muscular 
strain, ligament sprains, 
chronic pain, athletic per-
formance enhancement

Dry needling improves 
pain and movement

Courtesy photo
Taylor Miller performs a dry needling technique at 
Abilene Physical Therapy and Sports Rehab. Miller 
completed the functional dry needling, level II course-
work and practicum through Evidence In Motion

Courtesy photo
Jenell Hartman, Memorial Health System Occupational Therapist, works with a patient.

Occupational therapy 
focuses on daily living
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By Myrna Bonilla
DCNT Columnist

Our brain is cru-
cial as it allows us 
to interact with the 
world, understand, 
analyze and respond 
to our environment. 
As much as we do 
things to keep our 
bodies physically 
healthy, we need 
to remember brain 
health is just as important. 

In order to keep our brains working 
optimally- we need socialization, men-
tal stimulation, physical activity, nutri-
tion and sleep. Below are a few options 
on how to keep your brain working at 
its sharpest. 

Socialize — Socializing with others 
provide us with opportunities of com-
munication, critical thinking, creativity, 

and emotional expression. It allows us 
to establish personal meaning and iden-
tity in our lives. People who isolate are 
shown to have a greater risk of develop-
ing depression and dementia. 

Mental Stimulation — Mental ex-
ercise can stimulate and enhance brain 
cell connections and even delay the on-
set of Alzheimer’s disease. For example, 
games and puzzles are more than enter-
tainment. They target areas of the brain 
linked to memory, concentration, lan-
guage skills, visual and spatial abilities, 
logic and organization. Other common 
forms of mental stimulation are reading 
and writing or exposing yourself to new 
environments such as practicing a new 
route home or to the grocery store. 

Physical activity — Physical activ-
ity is one of the biggest boosts you can 
give your brain. When your heart beats, 
it pumps blood rich with oxygen and 
nutrients to the brain. Great way to con-
tinue staying sharp!

Nutrition — A brain-healthy diet can 
help reduce Alzheimer’s, protects your 
heart, encourages good blood flow to 
the brain and fights against diabetes. For 
example, antioxidants are dietary sub-
stances that include various nutrients 
that prevent, slow, and even repair natu-
ral cell damage. Therefore, seek foods 
high in antioxidants such as blueberries, 
walnuts, avocados, spinach, and kale. 

Sleep — According to the National 
Institute of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke, they report “Sleep is important 
to a number of brain functions, includ-
ing how nerve cells (neurons) com-
municate with each other.  In fact, your 
brain and body stay remarkably active 
while you sleep.  Recent findings sug-
gest that sleep plays a housekeeping 
role that removes toxins in your brain 
that build up while you are awake.”

Ultimately, lifestyle is a major factor 
for brain health, and it is never too late 
to start somewhere. 

Brains need exercise too

HEALTHHEALTH    WELLNESS&
THERAPY Continued from P. 9A

NEEDLE from P. 9A

areas mainly in the upper 
extremities. It focuses on 
range of motion, strength, 
coordination, fine motor 
dexterity, caregiver educa-
tion, safety, visual skills, 
and home assessments. 
Patients could see an oc-
cupational therapist af-
ter a stroke, joint surgery 
(hip replacement, knee 
replacement), elbow in-
juries, carpel tunnel, and 
other hand injuries.

Occupational thera-
pists can treat a patient in 
a healthcare setting or in 
the patient’s home. Occu-
pational therapists work 
with all ages, including 
infant-toddler and school 
based patients. The plan 
of care is different in ev-
ery setting. Therapists 
will see a patient for ap-
proximately 30 to 45 min-
utes each visit. Treatment 
plans can range from five 
to 10 days, in a hospital 
setting, to three to four 
weeks in a home-health 
setting, depending on the 
type of injury. Most refer-
rals come directly from 
the patient’s doctor.

Treatment of a patient is 
a collaborative team effort 
with the occupational ther-
apist, physical therapist 
and/or speech therapist, 
doctor/provider, caregiver, 
other therapists, and more. 
“One of the things I like 
most about my job is the 

team effort for the patient’s 
care…communication is 
key,” said Jenell Hartman, 
Occupational Therapist 
for 23 years. 17 of those 
years have been spent 
traveling across Dickinson 
County to treat patients as 
an employee of Memorial 
Health System in Abilene. 
“In a home health setting, 
family communication is 
key to the patient receiv-
ing proper treatment.”

Different modalities are 
used in the treatment of 
an occupational therapy 
patient to help with recov-
ery. Ultrasound, Electrical 
Stimulation, Fluidother-
apy, and adaptive equip-
ment are all used by occu-
pational therapists. They 
also do a lot of educating 
on equipment needs.

If you need, or ever are 
in need of occupational 
therapy, the occupational 
therapists at Memorial 
Hospital in Abilene and 
Home Health and Hospice 
of Dickinson County can 
help. Hartman is one of 
three occupational thera-
pists on staff, with Nancy 
Harding and JoAnna Baker 
rounding out the team. 

To receive their ser-
vices, ask your doctor for 
a referral. Home Health 
and Hospice of Dickinson 
County has offices located 
in Abilene and Herington 
to serve you.

MYRNA  BONILLA

Anyone experienc-
ing pain and interested in 
learning more about dry 
needling as a treatment 
option can call Abilene 
Physical Therapy at (785) 
263-3646, or request an 
appointment online at 
www.abileneptsportsre-
hab.com.  Abilene Physi-
cal Therapy & Sports 
Rehab is a direct access 
clinic, meaning a physi-
cian’s referral is not nec-
essary to seek treatment 
with a physical therapist.  

three to five calls a week 
from people getting ready 
to go on Medicare. Open 
enrollment is in the fall 
and I’ll see around 200 
people during that season, 
about half-hour appoint-
ments per person.”

During those appoint-
ments she’ll go over 
prescription plans, help 
people understand Medi-
care and help them find 
the lowest cost options for 
their needs.

Also year-round is help-
ing people with estate 
planning. Oftentimes, that 
requires difficult conver-
sations that families need 
to have.

“When there hasn't been 
conversations, sometimes 
things can turn ugly,” she 
said. “That's absolutely 
what no person wants to 
leave behind — they don't 
want to leave their fam-
ily fighting more because 
they’re already dealing 
with grief.”

Another program she 
helps oversee is one Dick-
inson County Commis-
sioners asked the Exten-
sion office to help with. 
In 2016, the Area Agency 
on Aging left Dickinson 
County leaving a void, 
she said. 

At one time there was 
a caregivers list — a list 
of people and businesses 
that were available to help 
seniors with some of the 
household chores, which 
they were unable to do. In 
2017, a few months after 
she started in the Dick-
inson County Extension 
office, the Commission 
asked if she could help rec-
reate and maintain that list.

People fill out a form, 
which states what they 
are willing and able to 
do. It can be anything 
from mowing the lawn, 
cleaning up tree branches, 
handyman chores or just 
checking up on the el-
derly.

The Extension of-
fice runs the background 
checks and keeps the list 
updated.

“We don't do any vetting 
in terms of whether you 
should hire this person be-
cause they're great at (what 
they say they’ll do),” she 
said. “This is basically 
people helping people stay 
in their homes and helping 
people to continue to work 
or help with the caregiving 
responsibilities.”

All of the tasks, which 
she now handles, has 
brought Riedy full cir-

cle. Before she started 
with Extension, in 2014 
in Marion County, she 
worked in early childhood 
but she gets a sense of sat-
isfaction working with the 
older population and can 
help them with areas of 
their lives that she is pas-
sionate about. 

“I have an interest in 
overall wellness — finan-
cial health definitely but 
I also love teaching those 
exercise classes and I feel 
like I have a good connec-
tion with our aging popu-
lation,” she said. “The real 
intrinsic benefit (of being) 
an agent, and doing this 
work is that we're able to 
save people money.”

For all the rewards 
working in Extension 
gives, there are challenges.

“For me, the big one is 
just keeping all the plates 
spinning,” she said. “I 
might have this going but 
I'm planning for the next 
thing.”

That challenge can also 
be a reward.

“The other thing about 
extension is, at least for 
me, I just never know 
what the next question is 
gonna be,” she said. “That 
makes it fun. We're al-
ways learning.”

AGENT from P. 3A

Foundation issues cause 
problems all over the house.

* Cannot be combined with any other offer, must be 
presented at time of appointment. For a limited time only.
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CALL NOW  |  833-833-3810

SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION

 Foundation Repair

 Basement   
 Waterproofing

 Sinking Concrete

 Nasty Crawl   
 Spaces

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

5 Screening 
Package for $149 Call 855-995-3591


