
Staff Report

Christians in Dickinson 
County will celebrate Eas-
ter with church services and 
Easter egg hunts and activi-
ties for the children.

Easter egg hunts
Hope

The Better Halves CSO 
in Hope will sponsor an 
egg hunt at 3 p.m. April 16 
at the park across the street 
from the grain elevator. 
In the event of inclement 
weather, the egg hunt will 
be at 3 p.m. April 17. There 
will be prizes for each age 
group 

The American Legion do-
nated four new bikes, which 
will be given away in a 
drawing. An Ice cream truck 
is going to pay visit as well.

Herington
The staff and residents 

of Legacy at Herington, 2 
E. Ash St., invite children 
ages 0 to 10 to an afternoon 
of Easter activities includ-
ing an egg hunt. Activities 
will begin at 1 p.m. Friday, 
April 15 at the main en-
trance side of the building.

Enterprise
An Easter egg hunt will 

begin at 2 p.m., Saturday, 
April 16 at the Enterprise 
City Park, 307 S. Buff St. 
Organizers remind people 
to bring their own baskets. 
For more information call 
(785) 263-8323.

Church services

Alida Upland 
Cooperative Parish

7 p.m., April 14, Service 
of Tenebrae (Darkness) at 
the church

Noon to 8 p.m., April 
15,  at Pastor Maria Foer-
schler’s pasture, 1967 Kan-
sas Highway 157, Junction 
City. The Journey to the 
Cross is a ¾-mile hike, 
with stops at seven tables. 
It starts at an old garden 
shed with the Last Supper 
and proceeds to the Garden, 
up the Hill to the cross and 

ends at the Tomb. This is a 
come-and-go event.

7: 30 a.m., April 17, sun-
rise service with breakfast 
following the service.

11 a.m. April 17, Easter 
service 

Emmanuel Church
8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m., 

Easter Sunday, Emmanuel 
Church 1300 N. Vine St., 
Abilene with Senior Pas-
tor Gordon McClure. The 
11 a.m. service will also 
be online at YouTube and 
FaceBook. To find them on 
FaceBook type ecabilene in 
the search bar.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Veterans from around 
Dickinson and surround-
ing counties went to Hope 
April 5 to learn about the 
benefits they qualify for.

The Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion Post 365 
hosted the event, which 
brought in the Veteran Ad-
ministration’s Mobile Vet 
Center from Wichita and 
people to speak about Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
suicide awareness, medical 
benefits, and other issues 
of concern.

Chris Walls, post vice 
commander, said many of 
the veterans who attended 
were older.

“It only takes 20 years to 
retire from the service,” he 
said. “So usually, if you do 
20 years you’re only 38, 39 
or 40 — not an age you’re 
really thinking about late 
in life benefits or even 
planning past your death 
or talking about benefits 
for your family members 
or yourself in case some-
thing happens.”

In addition to being there 
to help people start apply-
ing for their benefits. Vet-
erans and family members 
picked up literature and 
spoke to representatives of 
various groups about top-
ics people often keep quiet 
about for too long.

“A lot of people (when 
they get out of the mili-
tary) you’re still young, 

so you’re … typically not 
thinking about dealing 
with PTSD because of the 
culture,” Walls said. “Cul-
ture plays a big part a big 
role.”

In addition to being a 
resource for information 
about benefits, the event 
was an opportunity for the 
post to get the word out 
to the veteran community 
that they care about their 
well-being. 

“We really want them 
to … participate in taking 
care of each other — a 
brotherhood or sisterhood, 
to look out for, not only 
their livelihoods but their 
quality of life and mak-
ing sure that they have 
the benefits that they’ve 
earned,” he said.

Mark Sollman, Sons 
of the American Legion 
chapter president, said he 
was pleased with the turn-
out. Despite having to hold 
the event on a Tuesday, 
they had a strong enough 
showing to warrant repeat-
ing the event later in the 
year.

“We were very im-
pressed (with the turnout),” 
he said. “We are schedul-
ing it for Hope Heritage 
Days. Now that the word’s 
gotten out amongst some 
of the veterans, they can 
tell their friends and possi-
bly bring more in.”

He’s also anticipating 
the Legion Riders, the 
Post, and the Post Auxil-
iary to participate in the 
planning of the next one.
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Breakaway rop-
ing is growing in 
popularity and was 
recently featured at 
EquiFest in Salina 
with a workshop 
and competition. 
See page 8  to lean 
who from Dickin-
son County walked 
away a winner

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:
Breakaway roping
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Veterans learn about 
benefits they qualify for

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Endia Manning of Abilene speaks to Brad Gifford, an 
outreach specialist with the Wichita Vet Center, about 
benefits she qualifies for in Hope April 5.

Courtesy photo
A cross on the hill is one of the stops on The Journey to the 
Cross, sponsored by the Alida Upland Cooperative Parish.

Local Easter services, 
egg hunts scheduled

Website users Website users 
need to loginneed to login

Dickinson County News-
Times subscribers will 
need to sign in to view 
the paper’s digital version 
and have full access to the 
website. The new website 
includes some free con-
tent, viewable regardless of 
whether a person has a sub-
scription or not. However, 
full access will require a 
subscription. Subscribers 
who have forgotten their 
login information can email 
office@dickinsonnews-
times.com for assistance.

Former chief Former chief 
takes diversion takes diversion 

Former Herington Police 
Chief John Matula accepted 
a diversion in the trespass-
ing and criminal damage to 
property, both misdemean-
ors, leveled against him in 
a case dating back to July 
when the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigations opened. 

Matula resigned his posi-
tion when charges were filed 
in September. The charges 
stem from when, on May 18, 
Matula, Tyra and Herington 
Fire Chief Andrew Avanta-
giato entered a condemned 
property on 13th Street. 

Happy Easter from the  DCNT staff
Meet the agents

These seventh-grade stu-
dents at Abilene Middle 
School discuss the My Plate 
nutritional concept after learn-
ing about it from Atalie Tomp-
kins. SNAP nutrition educator 
at K-State Research and Ex-
tension. Read about Tompkins 
and what drives her passion to 
teach nutrition on page 3

See BRIEFS P. 9
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By Amy Feigley
DCNT Contributor

Five of Enterprise’s most 
well-known and beloved 
residents were brought 
back to life on Sunday, 
April 10 at the first spring 
Tombstone Talks, present-
ed by the Dickinson Coun-
ty Historical Society. This 
event was held at the Mt. 
Hope Cemetery and fea-
tured portrayers Ashlynn 
Acevedo, James Holland, 
Austin Anders and Tony 
and Sarah Geiger. They 
spoke about the lives of a 
few people who played an 
important role in the shap-
ing of Enterprise.

At the young age of 28 
years, Enterprise resident, 
Ted Schwendener, was 
killed in an airplane crash 
on Nov. 25, 1922. Ted had 
just lost his wife of almost 
three years, Rubina, on 
Nov. 2, just 23 days ear-
lier. Ted was what some 
would call a daredevil. He 
had the need for speed and 
loved racing cars. He was 
the only child of Henry 
and Dora Schwendener. 
Ted, along with his good 
friend, John Wall, entered 
into a partnership and re-
modeled the old air drome 
building. This new venture 
brought the City Garage to 
Enterprise. Ted was also a 
founding member of the 
Enterprise City Band. On 
Nov. 25, 1922, Ted and 
John flew to Fort Riley 
with a pilot named William 

Beigel, in a Laird Swallow 
airplane. The pilot was try-
ing to convince Ted and 
John to purchase an Army 
airplane. On the way back 
to Enterprise, William be-
gan showing off. He cut the 
engine and when he tried 
to restart it, it failed. The 
plane, at first, descended 
slowly, then gained mo-
mentum. By 5:00 p.m. just 
three weeks after his wife 
died, Ted joined her.. Ted 
was portrayed by Austin 
Anders.

Anna Belle Staatz 
moved to Enterprise with 
her family at the age of 14. 
At the age of 20, she mar-
ried a young man named 
James Edward, ‘J.E.’ Sta-
atz. Their first child, a 
daughter named Edna, was 
born in 1893. J.E. stayed 
busy with his furniture 
and undertaking business. 
Two years later, a second 
daughter, Alma, was born. 
Four short months after the 
birth of their second child, 
their oldest daughter, Edna, 
passed away. She was al-
most three years old. Anna 
Belle and J.E. went on to 
have two sons, Arthur and 
Paul, and another daughter, 
Catherine, who was born 
20 years after their young-
est son, Paul. In 1918, J.E. 

sold his furniture and un-
dertaking business and the 
family moved to McPher-
son, where he worked for 
a Wholesale Grocery Com-
pany. On Sept. 27, 1937, 
Anna Belle passed away 
she was 65 years old. Anna 
Belle was portrayed by 
Ashlynn Acevedo.

When you feast your 
eyes on the beautiful 

red barn at the outdoor 
museum at the Dickinson 
County Heritage Center, 
you can thank the family of 
Guy Jennings Prichard for 
that masterpiece. Born on 
July 7, 1900, in Nebraska, 
Guy Jennings Prichard was 
the second son of George 
and Nella. When he was 
eight years old, Guy’s 
mother passed away. His 

father remarried to a lady 
named Otie Fisher. The 
family moved to the farm, 
which five and a half miles 
southwest of Enterprise. 
Three more children were 
born to the family, Harold, 
Doris, and Donald. Guy 
Jennings attended high 
school in Abilene with 

Former residents portrayed at event

See TALK P. 9

Historical 
Commentary

Amy Fiegley | Courtesy photo
The first Spring Tombstone Talks was Sunday, April 10 at the Mt. Hope Cemetery 
near Enterprise. Five of Enterprise’s former residents were portrayed by, back row 
Tony Geiger playing C.B. Hoffman, Austin Anders as Ted Schwendener, James 
Holland portraying Guy Jennings Prichard; and in the front row Sarah Geiger as 
Catherine Hoffman and Ashlynn Acevedo at Anna Belle Staatz.
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 21 to April 4
Accidents

March 26, 10:26 a.m., 
277 Interstate 70, Lori 
Beth Blake, Paul Dewayne 
Stogsdill, Kama Kaye 
Stogsdill

March 22, 6:37 a.m., 
1200 2200 Ave., Jack Lee 
Craig

March 22, 6:43 a.m., 279 
Interstate 70, Kade Eugene 
Elliott, Rajan Marwah

March 22, 11:56 a.m., 
1000 Highway 43, Richard 
Martin Eubanks

March 23, 5:40 a.m., 
2100 300 Ave., Sherry 
Heather Sperman

March 25, 7:16 am.., 
Solomon Road and Inter-
state 70 ramp, Jordan Len 
Sexton

March 22, 5:06 a.m., 601 
Highway 77, Joshua Dan-
iel Ford, Christina Ashley 
Ford

March 23, 7:24 a.m., 
2100 300 Ave., Keven 
Lockwood

March 23, 3:25 p.m., 
600 1700 Ave., Gabrieanna 
Paige Perez

Reports
March 16, 6:16 p.m., 

301 W. Sixth St., theft
March 23, 1:43 p.m., 

1410 Country Club Lane, 
battery

March 27, 2:04 a.m., 
1410 Country Club Lane, 
violation of a protection 
order

March 30, 12:08 a.m., 109 
E. First St., drug investigation

Arrests 
March 27, 6:51 p.m., 

Natasha Evelyn Arnold, 
Lard Road and 700 Ave-
nue, failure to appear

March 30, 12:32 a.m. 
109 E. First St., Christo-
pher Lee Smith, possession 
of drug paraphernalia

March 24, 10:52 a.m., 
109 E. First St., Stephanie 
Marie Wangerin, failure to 
appear

March 24, 3:35 p.m., 
109 E. First St., Anthony 
Luis Morales, probation 
violation

March 24, 2 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Kyler Thoma 
Sosebee, unlawful volun-
tary sexual relations, inter-
course with child >14<18

March 22, 2:59 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Matthew Ryan 
Mell, probation violation

March 22, 2:40 p.m., 
109 E. First St., William 
Eugene Farley, probation 
violation

March 21, 5:43 p.m., 
109 E. First St., Jill Ann 
Caspers, failure to appear

March 21, 11:33 a.m., 
109 E. First St., Zachary 
Scott Ruehlen, failure to 
appear X2

March 24, 8:29 p.m., 
201 SE Railway Ave., Kyle 
Dean Pruyn Jr., probation 
violation; failure to appear

March 24, 10:51 a.m., 
211 E. Fifth St., Joshua 
Loring Goodman Krinhop, 
failure to appear

March 23, 5 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Sandra Ann 
McMillan, distribute her-
oin, certain stimulants; 
possession of opiate, opi-
um, narcotic or certain 
stimulant X2; possession 
of paraphernalia with in-
tent to manufacture, plant, 
cultivate a controlled sub-
stance; no drug tax stamp; 
possession of drug para-
phernalia; possession of 
marijuana

March 22, 5:44 p.m., 
109 E. First St., William 
Eugene Farley, failure to 
appear.

Abilene
Reports

March 22 - April 1
March 30, 4:59 p.m., 

1993 Caramel Blvd., theft
March 23, 4:54 p.m., 119 

NE Fourth St., theft
March 22, 10:48 p.m., 

300 N. Buckeye Ave., traf-
fic complaint/investigation

March 25, 12:10 a.m., 
1500 N. Cedar St., domes-
tic disturbance

March 25 1:12 p.m., 
Northwest Seventh and 
North Vine streets, suspi-
cious activity

March 25, 7:49 p.m. 45 
N. Buckeye Ave., traffic 
complaint

March 26, 6:19 p.m., 
1606 N. Oak St., damage 
to property

March 28, 953 a.m., 
1300 N. Cedar St., liquor 
law violation

March 29, 1:37 a.m., 409 
NW Third St., Apt. 503 do-
mestic disturbance

March 30, 12:23, 420 
NE Fifth St., damage to 
property

April 1, 5:39 p.m., 211 NE 
Sixth St., domestic disturbance

Arrests
March 21 to April 6
April 1, 6:32 p.m., 

211 NE Sixth St., Minda 
Shawn Rose, domestic bat-
tery, violation of a protec-
tion order, possession of 
marijuana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia

April 1, 6:29 p.m., 211 
NE Sixth St., Justin Mi-
chael Heier, criminal dam-
age to property, violation 
of a protection order, pos-
session of marijuana, pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia

April 1, 9:44 p.m., North 
Campbell and Northeast 
11th streets, Dustin Lee 
Dakota Westover, reckless 
driving; driving while li-
cense canceled, suspended, 
revoked; driving under the 
influence of drugs, alco-
hol; possession of a firearm 
while under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs

March 30, 3:40 a.m., 
407 NW Seventh St., Jessi-
ca Liberty Wolf, failure to 
appear

March 29, 4:34 a.m., 
511 NE Tenth St., Karl Dee 
Shoemaker, domestic battery

March 22, 11:27 p.m., 
300 N. Buckeye Ave., 
Khyle Maxwell Middleton, 
driving while license can-
celed, suspended, revoked; 
possession of marijuana, 

possession of drug para-
phernalia; driving under the 
influence of drugs, alcohol; 
transporting an open con-
tainer, defective tail lamp 
on a motor vehicle

March 25, 2:15 p.m., 
402 N. Marshall St., Kaden 
Johnathan Deans, criminal 
littering

March 25, 10 p.m., An-
drew Joseph Campbell, 
driving while license can-
celed, suspended, revoked; 
possession of marijuana, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia; improper turn or 
approach

March 25, 12:46 a.m., 
719 N. Mulberry St., Chas-
son Robert Cannefax, do-
mestic battery, criminal 
trespass, disorderly conduct

March 22, 10:48 p.m., 
300 N. Buckeye, Cody 
Matthew Hanback, alcohol 
or CMB by minor.

Herington
March 20 – April 3, 2022

Accidents
April 1, 1:08 p.m., 11 W. 

Trapp St.  Daniel Bryant 
and Jamie Aldridge

Reports
March 21, 1:51 p.m., 116 

N. Third St. theft
March 22, 5:20 p.m., 

207 N. Eighth St. theft
March 23, 1:57 p.m., 

901 W. Burns St. search 
warrant execution

March 26, 12:18 p.m., 
414 E Lewerenz St. crimi-
nal damage to property

Arrests
March 20, 7:55 p.m., 400 

Avenue and Vane Road, 
Matthew Mell, driving un-
der the influence, fleeing or 
attempting to elude a law 
enforcement officer, inter-
ference with LEO, assault 
of LEO, battery on LEO. 
Crash report handled by 
Kansas Highway Patrol.  

March 30, 7:23 a.m., 
103 W. Logan Ave.,  Brad-
ley Pavek, driving while 
suspended, no insurance, 
unlawful registration, ha-
bitual violator.

Law Enforcement Report

Frances May FisherFrances May Fisher
Sept. 21, 1939 - April 4, 2022Sept. 21, 1939 - April 4, 2022

Frances May 
Fisher, 82, of 
H e r i n g t o n , 
passed away 
peacefully with 
her family by 
her side, on 
Monday, April 
4, 2022, at The 
Good Samari-
tan Society in 
Olathe, Kansas. She was born on 
Sept. 21, 1939 to Willis A. and 
Elizabeth Claire (Adams) Fisher 
of White City, Kansas.

Fran attended Highland Ele-
mentary School, participated in 
4-H, and graduated valedictorian 
of the White City High School 
class of 1957. After high school, 
she attended Brown Mackie Col-
lege in Salina. Fran worked as a 
secretary for the United Meth-
odist Church Parish office and 
retired as secretary for the Her-
ington Elementary School.

She married her high school 
sweetheart, Charlie Otis in Febru-
ary of 1959 at her family’s farm 
while Charlie was on leave from 
the Air Force. After Charlie left 
the service, the couple settled 
in Herington where they would 
spend the remainder of their 61 
years together, raising their three 
girls Pam, Lori, and Kristi. 

Fran truly enjoyed being a par-
ent and attended as many school, 
athletic, and church activities with 
her daughters as she could while 
her girls were growing up. She 
became a great friend and men-
tor to them as adults. Fran loved 
being a grandma. Her grandchil-
dren, Erin, Megan, Henry, and 
Natalie were the joy of her life.

Fran had a strong faith, which 
she passed to her family. She was 
active in the Herington United 
Methodist Church until it closed, 
then moved to the Woodbine 
United Methodist Church where 
she and Charlie were warmly 
welcomed. She sang in the choir, 
taught Sunday School, was a 
member of the United Methodist 
Women and Martha’s Circle, and 
attended many Bible studies.

Fran also loved to support local 
community and school events. 
She was a member of the Domes-

tic Science and Sorosis Clubs. Af-
ter retirement, Fran and Charlie 
enjoyed volunteering at the Hill-
top Community Center and Meals 
on Wheels.

Fran was an avid fan of local 
sports teams, especially basket-
ball. First supporting her daugh-
ters’ school teams, then becom-
ing a season ticket holder to the 
K-State women’s basketball 
team. She also loved watching 
KU and K-State basketball and 
football games. 

She and Charlie enjoyed trav-
eling with friends and traveling 
to visit their grandkids for many 
years. They took a once-in-a-life-
time trip on an Alaskan cruise to 
celebrate their retirement.

While Charlie was the fun in 
the Otis family, Fran was the 
foundation. Her faith, strength, 
and love provided the basis and 
balance for her children and 
grandchildren to go forth into 
the world. Being gracious and 
kind to others was important to 
her. She  chose the same verse 
as her mother and grandmother 
to find faith, hope, and guide her 
through her life:

But those who wait for the Lord 
will renew their strength; they 
shall soar on wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not get tired; 
they shall walk and not become 
weary. Isaiah 40:31.

Fran is survived by her broth-
er, Charles Fisher of Arlington, 
Texas; daughter Pamela Molz and 
son-in-law Chris Molz of Olathe; 
son-in-law Larry Spurgeon of Rio 
Rancho New Mexico and grand-
daughters Erin and Megan Spur-
geon; daughter Kristi Kling and 
son-in-law Matt Kling of Minne-
apolis, Minnesota and grandchil-
dren Henry and Natalie Kling.

Fran is preceded in death by 
her parents Willis and Beth Fish-
er, her husband Charlie Otis, and 
most recently by her beloved 
daughter Lori Spurgeon.

A Celebration of Life for Fran-
ces will be 10:30 a.m. April 16th 
at the Woodbine United Method-
ist Church. Memorials may be 
given to Woodbine United Meth-
odist Church or Hospice of Dick-
inson County.

To sign the online guest book, 
please visit www.PenwellGa-
belKC.com

Ardella M. KastenArdella M. Kasten
Dec. 6, 1925 - March 31, 2022Dec. 6, 1925 - March 31, 2022

Ardella M. 
Kasten, entered 
the Kingdom of 
Glory, on March 
31, 2022, with 
her family by 
her side. She 
was born Dec. 
6, 1925, on the 
family farm 
west of White 
City, to Otto and 
Lydia (Albrecht) Hansen. 

Ardella attended local schools 
and graduated from White City 
High School with the Class of 
1944. On Aug. 28, 1944, Ardella 
married the love of her life Clyde 
in White City. This union was 
blessed with five children. 

Ardella was a homemaker 
on the family farm, raising her 
children, planting a garden and 
raising vegetables for the fami-
ly.  Another priority of Ardella’s 
was raising chickens and caring 
for all the farm cats. She also 
enjoyed raising flowers and with 
these flowers she would supply 
flowers for the church altar. 

Ardella was a faithful member 
of the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Latimer, where she was a mem-
ber of the Ladies Aid and the Al-
tar Guild. Ardella loved to quilt, 
making quilts for many family 
members throughout the years. 

She belonged to several social 
clubs over the years and loved 
taking care of her grandchildren 
throughout the years. Family was 
very important to Ardella; she 
never missed a chance to spend 
time with her family and she al-
ways would cook big meals for 
them. 

Ardella loved watching 
K-State sports and loved watch-
ing the Kansas City Chiefs play. 
But her favorite thing to do was 
watch her grandchildren’s sport-
ing events regardless of the sport. 

Ardella is survived by her 
husband of 78 years Clyde; 
sons Gary (Connie), of Man-
hattan, Wayne, of White City, 
Randy (Catherine), of Her-
ington, and Richard (Darlene), 
of White City; sister Barba-
ra Tiede; 10 grandchildren; 
Shanda (Jared) Wilson, Shawn 

(Lorri) Kasten, Shane (Melis-
sa) Kasten, Shelly (Brandon)
Woods, Kerry (Lacie) Kasten, 
Joshua Kasten, Betsy Kasten, 
Kyler (Tanna) Kasten, Kilynn 
(Zeb) Elliott, Kasey (Tanner) 
Anderson; great grandchildren 
Lindsey and Luke Wilson, 
Grayson, Kaitlyn, and Addison 
Kasten, Jacob Kasten, Cutler 
and Kinsley Jo Kasten, Kam-
ryn and Kreyton Anderson, 
Kymber, Kale, Koy and Keeley 
Kasten, Kannen and Kycen El-
liott; step grandchildren Alicia 
(Michael) McDaniel, Brandon 
Mottl, Troy Dodd; and step 
great-grandchildren Chasyn, 
Jaxyn and Zeb McDaniel. 

Ardella is preceded in death 
by her parents, infant daughter 
Gelane, sisters, Delores Samp-
son and Linda Vermillion and 
daughter-in-law Debby Kasten. 
Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, 
Herington Chapel is serving the 
family. 

Funeral Services for Ardella 
M. Kasten were at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Latimer with Rever-
end King Crawford officiating. 
Interment followed at Sunset 
Hill Cemetery in Herington. 

Memorial Contributions may 
be made to Dickinson County 
Home Health and Hospice, 11 
Broadway St., Herington, KS 
67449. The family invites friends 
and relatives to a luncheon af-
ter the graveside service at Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Herington, 802 E. Trapp St, Her-
ington, KS 67449.  Please sign 
her online guestbook and leave a 
memory of Ardella M. Kasten at 
www.yazelmeglifh.com. 

Laurel Ellen ScottLaurel Ellen Scott
April 12, 1934 - Jan. 23, 2022April 12, 1934 - Jan. 23, 2022

Laurel Ellen Scott, 87 of Rog-
ers, Arkansas 
and formerly of 
Amarillo, Tex-
as passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 23, 
2022. She was 
born April 12, 
1934 in Hope, 
Kansas to Ce-
cil and Gladys 
(Book) Plank. 

Laurel spent 
her life in 

service to her husband, family 
and community of faith. She 
earned a college degree while 
raising two teenagers, and at the 
same time nurturing her passion 
to help and encourage people. 
She taught young adults in Bible 
study groups and counseled 
many of them from personal 
chats in her living room to more 
formal sessions at Paramount 
Baptist Church where she and 
her husband Bill were members 
for over 40 years. 

Laurel was extremely proud 
of her accomplishment as a staff 
member at High Plains Baptist 
Hospital where she earned her 
credentials in clinical pastoral 
education, a groundbreaking 
achievement for a woman in the 
early 1970s. 

She was witty to the end, able 
to spot wisdom and humor in 
all of life’s experiences. To her 
children, Laurel was the ele-
gant blend of grace and strength, 
a gift to her family members, 
church friends, and fellow resi-
dents in the assisted living com-
plex where she resided the last 
several years. Simply put, she 
was adored by everyone that 
knew her.

She is survived by one son, 
Brent Scott and his wife Mari-
lyn of Elkwood, VA, one daugh-
ter, Lorie Roark and husband 
John of Fayetteville, Arkansas; 
three brothers, Gene Plank of 
Emporia, Arvid Plank of Hope, 
Thaine Plank of Gypsum; and 
two sisters, Angeline Anderson 
of Salina and Janet Hofmann of 
Rancho Cucamonga, Califor-
nia; seven grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

A Celebration of Life service 
will be held at the First Baptist 
Church in Herington Kansas on 
at 1 p.m. April 20 followed by 
graveside service for family and 
friends at the Hope Cemetery.  
The service will be recorded and 
available for viewing the follow-
ing day at https://www.facebook.
com/fbcherington/ .

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to 
The Billy Graham Association, 
1 Billy Graham Parkway Char-
lotte, NC 28201.

To sign the online guest book 
please visit www.bernafuneral-
homes.com

LAUREL ELLEN 
SCOTT

ARDELLA M. KASTEN

 Special to the DCNT

The Abilene Convention & 
Visitors Bureau is partnering 
with Kansas Tourism to host 
its 2022 Kansas Media Event. 
The event will host travel 
writers from around the coun-
try as they learn what Abilene 
and Kansas’ six tourism re-
gions offer.

“We are so excited to host 
this special event,” said Julie 
Roller Weeks, Abilene Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau 
director. “Travel writers help 
us tell our story, and this is a 
chance to showcase Abilene 
and Kansas in a big way.”

The event will kick off 
Tuesday, Aug. 2, with a wel-
come reception featuring the 
Slash O Ranch Longhorns, 
cowboy poetry from Poet 
Lariat Ron Wilson, stage-
coach rides from Paige West-
fall and Wild Heart Carriages 
and other special activities.

“The evening event is open 
to the public, and I encour-
age everyone to bring their 
cameras and enjoy the party,” 
Roller Weeks said. “Think 
of it as a great kick-off to the 
Central Kansas Free Fair and 
Wild Bill Hickok Rodeo.” 

On Wednesday, partners 
from the state’s six travel 
regions will meet with the 
writers. Writers will immerse 
themselves in each region as 
exhibitors bring a slice of their 
communities to them. Writers 
will gather story ideas, create 
new relationships and expand 
their story repertoires.

Later, they will have dinner 
in Abilene and will have tick-
ets to the Wild Bill Hickok 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association Rodeo.

Writers interested in par-
ticipating can learn more at 
https://www.travelks.com/
media/2022-kansas-me-
dia-event/

 Special to the DCNT
 
Earth Action is the theme 

for the 1st Infantry Division 
and Fort Riley’s April photo 
contest.  

On the first Friday of each 
month, the winning photo of 
the prior month is featured 
on the 1st Infantry Division 
Instagram at https://www.
instagram.com/1stinfantry-
division/, a copy  is displayed 
in the entryway at Victory 
Hall, the 1st Infantry Division 
headquarters building and 
will also be displayed as the 
1ID Facebook cover photo.

This month’s photo theme 
is “Earth Action.” We en-
courage individuals in the 
surrounding communities to 

submit a photo that shows 
themselves or their family 
enjoying the outdoors. Some 
examples include, but are 
not limited to; walking your 
dog, playing basketball, out-
door spring cleaning, hiking, 
camping, having a meal out-
side, etc.

To participate, follow the 
1st Infantry Division on In-
stagram, “like” the competi-
tion announcement (posted 
at the start of the contest), and 
submit your photo via direct 
message to the 1st Infantry 
Division’s Instagram. Parents 
or guardians are encouraged 
to submit photos on their 
child’s behalf. 

The contest closes at 5 p.m. 
April 30.

Frances May Fisher

Abilene to host 
travel writers

Earth Action is 
contest theme



Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA — Gover-
nor Laura Kelly signed 
House Bill 2490, autho-
rizing the State Treasurer 
to determine who may 
open and own an ABLE 
savings account. The 
ABLE Savings Program 
is a tax-advantaged sav-
ings account that helps 
Kansans living with a 
disability save for certain 
expenses without losing 
eligibility for other assis-
tance programs.

“Programs like the 
ABLE Savings Account 
are vital to ensuring bar-
riers don’t stand in the 
way of Kansans living 
with disabilities,” Kelly 
said. “The program helps 
get Kansans the services 
needed to have fulfilling, 
healthy lives without fear 
of losing other necessary 
assistance.”

House Bill 2490, which 
passed both chambers 

with bipartisan support,  
helps save ABLE ac-
counts and bring Kansas 
into Federal compliance, 
Treasurer Lynn Rogers 
said. 

“By doing so, we’re 
allowing more Kansans 
living with a disability 
the opportunity to cost 
effectively save for their 
future and we are grate-
ful for the strong, bipar-
tisan support of this bill,” 
Rogers said.

Kelly also signed the 
following bipartisan 
bills:

HB 2231
Amends the definition 

of the crime of conducting 
a pyramid promotional 
scheme, provides for an 
exemption, and defines 
key terms.

HB 2712
Establishes the Kansas 

commission for the United 
States semiquincentennial.
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Thursday
April 14

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to schedule.

9 a.m. Spring story-
time, Herington Public 
Library

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

 Friday
April 15

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at Post 1281, 101 E. Main, 
Herington; early bird 6:30 
p.m., regular: 7 p.m. 

Monday
April 18

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. USD 487 
Board of Education 
Meeting

7 to 8 p.m. Elder Sup-
port Group at Cham-
ber Boardroom, 106 N. 
Broadway, Herington

7 p.m. DAV Meeting, 
Ashland Community 
Church, 2151 W 32nd 
Ave, Manhattan, KS

Tuesday
April 19

10:15 a.m. Storytime at 
Chapman library

5:30 p.m. City Commis-
sion Meeting at Herington 
City Hall, 17 N. Broadway

6 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary 
monthly meeting at Amer-
ican Legion Hall, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington

6:30 p.m. Bereavement 
Support Group at Home 
Health & Hospice Confer-
ence Room, 11 N. Broad-
way, Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chapman

Wednesday
April 20

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Charities Mobile 
Outreach, St. Andrew, 
Fourth Street, Abilene

Noon to 1 p.m. Tri—
County Chamber Board 
Meeting at Chamber 
Boardroom, 106 N. 
Broadway St., Herington

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. free 
haircuts for children 
and adults, by appoint-
ment, call 785.200.6750, 
Neighbor to Neighbor, 
8003 N. Cedar, Abilene

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
American Legion month-
ly meeting, American Le-
gion Hall, 501 Sun Lane, 
Herington

Thursday
April 21

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to schedule

9 a.m. Spring storytime, 
Herington Public Library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:45 to 8 p.m. Laun-
dry Love, Highlander and 
Speedy Wash laundro-
mats, Abilene  

6 p.m. Bingo at Ameri-
can Legion, 501 Sun Lane, 
Herington; social 6 p.m., 
early bird 6:45 p.m., regu-
lar 7 p.m. 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the third in a series of five 
articles about the agents who 
work at the K-State Research 
and Extension - Chisholm 
Trail District, Dickinson 
County. Extension agents can  
give programs on a variety of 
topics  at schools, club meet-
ings, and senior centers. To 
learn more about extension 
programs call (785) 263-2001.

The SNAP-Ed program 
helps people who receive 
assistance through the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program learn how 
to stretch their food dollars 
and serve up healthy meals.

Atalie Tompkins, SNAP 
nutrition educator at 
K-State Research and Ex-
tension, said SNAP edu-
cation is a grant-funded 

program, which the Kansas 
Department of Children 
and Families contracts with 
K-State to provide.

“You have to apply for 
the grant — not every coun-
ty has it,” she said. 

However, with the avail-
ability of presenting online 
classes, she can have a wid-
er reach than just Dickinson 
and Marion counties.

Tompkins, a native of To-
peka, started her position 
in 2017. The job provides 
a crossover between two 
passions — healthcare and 
education.

 “I always said I was 
going to be a nurse and a 
teacher,” she said. “I’ve al-
ways been interested in to-
bacco prevention, nutrition, 
physical activity.”

She earned a degree in 
public health, then went on 
to get her teaching degree 
in family and consumer 

sciences and a master’s in 
curriculum and instruction.

“I like to get new curric-
ulum and see all the lessons 
and plan out the visuals,” 
she said. “I really love be-
ing able to teach people 
these life skills that every-
body needs — everybody 
eats and hopefully can do 
some basic cooking.”

As a SNAP-Ed nutrition 
educator, she doesn’t have 
to narrow her focus to one 
age group, which is another 
aspect of the job she likes.

“This is the perfect com-
bination of being in the 
classroom and being in the 
community,” she said.

Whether she is in front 
of a third-grade class 
showing them a new food 
they haven’t tasted before 
or how germs cling to 
their hands, or in front of 

SNAP-ed educator has passion for work
Meet the agents

Courtesy photo
Atalie Tompkins, SNAP nutrition educator teaches a 
class at Abilene Middle School about healthy alterna-
tives to sugary drinks.See AGENT P. 9

See BILLS P. 10

Two receive 
promotions

Courtesy photo
TOP: Kimberly Schantz pins her father, Brain 
Schantz’s sergeant rank on his uniform following 
his promotion at the City Commission meeting. 
BOTTOM: Also at the meeting, Police Chief Chad 
Langley pinned Allen Cottone’s detective badge. 
Both officers came to Herington from the Dickin-
son County Sheriff’s Department, Schantz about a 
year ago and Cottone in August.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The Herington Swim-
ming pool is scheduled to 
open this summer.

City Manager Branden 
Dross said he had heard 
from residents who are 
concerned that because of 
the needed repairs it would 
not open. He gave a report 
to the city commission at 
their meeting April 5.

To replace the tiling, 
would cost $82,000, Dross 
said. Instead, they will use 
$32,00 the hospital donated 
to the city earmarked for 
the pool to make temporary 
repairs.

“We’re gonna use that 
(money) to take fiberglass 
up six inches,” he said. “So 
all the way around the pool 
where tile would be we’re 
going to replace that with 
fiberglass. This is a short-

term fix. This is a tempo-
rary Bandaid, but the pool 
will be open.”

There are plans to even-
tually build a new pool and 
Dross said he hopes to start 
having those conversations 
with an engineer next year, 
if not sooner.

“But building a pool — 
that’s similar to building a 
water treatment plant, that’s 
going to be something that 
is high cost,” he said. 

In other business:
Code of ethics: The Code 

of Ethics draft version was 
approved with revisions. 
The final Code of Ethics 
will be on the agenda for 
the April 19 meeting. The 
finalized Code will include 
the establishment of an eth-
ics committee consisting of 
the city manager, the city 
clerk, two city commission-
ers and a resident-at-large.

A Code of Ethics helps 
hole everyone who rep-
resents the city accountable 
for their actions, Dross said. 

Change order
A change order for sever-

al parts of the water treat-
ment plant added up to just 
over $52,000.

“The loan was for about 
$5 million and we are get-
ting close to (the end),” 
Dross said. “We do feel that 
his may be the last change 
order.”

The project started 
pre-pandemic and original 
figures did not take into 
account two years of sup-
ply-chain issues.

Fireworks sales: Com-
missioner voted to allow 
the sale of fireworks in the 
Central Business District 
during specified times of 
the year.

Swimming pool will open

 Special to the DCNT

After two years of can-
cellations, Herington Rail-
road Days is returning to 
the Herington Community 
Building on Saturday, April 
30 and Sunday, May 1. 

The Railroad Days show 
is open to the public from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. The 
show features more than 80 
tables of model railroading 
supplies and equipment for 
all popular scale model rail-
roading as well as railroad 

memorabilia and train safe-
ty information. 

Vendors from Kansas, 
Nebraska, Iowa, and Mis-
souri will be present at the 
show with items such as 
model locomotives, cars, 
electronic controls and 
lighting, model scenery, 
and railroad-themed t-shirts 
and mugs. Local model 
railroaders from the Kansas 
Central Division of the Na-
tional Model Railroad As-
sociation will be on hand to 
answer questions and offer 

suggestions in all areas of 
model railroading.

Several workshops for 
beginner and advanced 
model railroaders are 
planned. In addition, area 
model railroading clubs 
will set up operating model 
train layouts for the show. 
The show is hosted by the 
Herington Historical Soci-
ety and Museum. Admis-
sion is by donation (sug-
gested $5) and all proceeds 
benefit the Herington His-
torical Museum.

Museum to host train show
See POOL P. 9

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Employees were crammed into every bit of available space in the former Dickinson 
County Attorney’s office building, which was vacated in March when the depart-
ment moved into newly-renovated quarters on the top floor of the courthouse. The 
building has been plagued by a number of problems over the years and the space 
is needed for courthouse parking.

County plans to demolish 
former attorney building 
By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Sometime in the next 
couple weeks the building 
which has served as the 
Dickinson County Attor-
ney’s office for more than a 
quarter century will be de-
molished.

Located southeast of the 
courthouse at 201 E. First 
St., the building was home 
to the county attorney’s 
office from the 1990s until 
March 2022 when the de-
partment was relocated to 
the top floor of the court-
house.

Although the building 
looks solid from the outside 

it long has been plagued with 
problems, which are no lon-
ger worth repairing, accord-
ing to Dickinson County Ad-
ministrator Brad Homman.

It is too small for the num-
ber of people who work in the 
building and it’s not Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act 
compliant and the building is 
not safe in terms of security.

Plus, the space is needed 
to accommodate courthouse 
parking.

Problem design
Despite looking fine from 

the outside, the building has 
had more than its share of 
problems, including a roof 
that leaks – despite being 
repaired numerous times, 

heating and cooling issues; 
and dilemmas caused by 
the unique design of the 
building.

Inside, the steps going 
down to the basement are 
built at an angle, making 
the descent visually dis-
orienting and the top of 
the stairwell is low so tall-
er people have to duck to 
avoid hitting their heads. 

“It’s architecturally 
unique to the extreme, 
especially from the 
outside,” Homman said. 
“Every time it rains, water 
runs down the inside of 
the wall on the south 
end. We’ve had it fixed 

See DEMOLISH P. 9

Governor signs 
bipartisan bills
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“For tu-
nately the 
tire was 
only flat 
on the bot-
tom side.”

A com-
mon in-
t e n d e d 
joke said 
by others 
when a person has a flat 
tire, is most upsetting when 
in an urgent situation.

Never is a flat tire a 
joking matter, but noth-

ing to do about it except 
to figure out how to get it 
changed.

With major construc-
tion on the ranch front-
age, the main highway 
was closed last month. 
Repairs are so complex 
the thoroughfare won’t be 
opened to regular traffic 
until this fall.

What was a 16-minute 
trip for weekend church 
now requires 45-minutes, 
or much longer depend-
ing on the detour taken. 
Of course, the short route 
is automatically the one 
to use for most efficiency. 

So, despite knowing bet-
ter, the sharp gravel road 
was selected.

The first time there and 
back was without ordeal 
other than slow and haz-
ardous with oncoming traf-
fic in the narrow roadway.

The second time 
wasn’t so fortunate when 
returning home the dash 
light indicated “low tire.” 
Hardly sooner than it 
blinked, the right front 

tire was completely flat — 
no air whatsoever almost 
impossible to guide.

Sought for assistance, 
the ranch manager was 
far away but promised to 
see about finding anoth-
er helper. Grudgingly the 
trunk was opened to at-
tempt undertaking the task 
at hand.

It could have been 
worse, but not too much. 
The car has 260,000 miles 
on it, and the spare had 
never been used. Only 
those who’ve figured out 
how to put such a jack-
and-wrench apparatus into 

use understand how com-
plicated that can be. It’s 
completely impossible to 
describe.

When temper was near-
est exploding, a pick-
up truck stopped: “Need 
some assistance? Here I 
can help you.”

Even that stout conge-
nial farm man took a bit 
of time figuring out how 
to work the tire-changing 
gizmo. The ‘little donut’ 
spare in the 12-year-old 
car had never been used 
and didn’t have any air 
in it either. So, the kind 
helper took that “flat” to a 

farmhouse and put enough 
air in so the car could limp 
home. 

Unwilling to accept a 
meager stipend for gen-
erous service, the good 
guy finally agreed to a to-
ken for his daughter pony 
owner. That man was truly 
Godsend.

While this situation was 
nerving, it’s incomparable 
to the “idiot” who passed 
a 19-car funeral proces-
sion on the same road.

Reminded of Galatians 
6:2: “Stoop down and 
reach out to those who 
are burdened.” 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
 MULLIN HOTEL – Jim 

M u l l i n 
has added 
largely to 
the com-
fort of 
his hotel 
guests by 
p u t t i n g 
a row of 
d o r m e r 
windows 
along the 
east side of the building 
to counteract the inconve-
nience caused by Peart’s 
storeroom closing up all 
the bedroom windows. 
The Mullin Hotel, located 
at the corner of 3rd and 
Main Streets, was built in 
1886 by M. J. “Jim” Mullin 
and was a popular lodging 
place for rail travelers to 
Herington.

100 years ago, 1922
 WANT A SWIMMING 

POOL – A number of cit-
izens think that, since the 

city has fallen heir to the 
reservoir, it should be 
cleaned out and made into 
an up-to-date swimming 
pool. It has been suggest-
ed that a day be set aside 
to make the improvement, 
citizens being asked to 
contribute work or money 
to cover the expense. Hen-
ry Hesler, one of the chief 
boosters of the project, be-
lieves the reservoir could 
be converted into an espe-
cially fine swimming pool.

75 years ago, 1947
TORNADO AND GAS 

EXPLOSION CAUSE 
DAMAGE – A tornado in 
the territory of Burdick, 
Lincolnville, and Antelope 
last Wednesday night and 
a gas explosion at Ramo-
na damaged and ruined 
much property in this area 
the past week. At Burdick, 
the fierce wind caved in 
the west end of the railroad 
depot. Roofs of the barns 
belonging to Kenny Olson 
and Bill Martin were torn 
away and chimneys were 
blown away from many 
houses. The L. Estrado 

home at Burdick was the 
hardest hit. All telephone 
lines were out of order 
and the morning passenger 
train was delayed. Several 
men worked all Thursday 
afternoon making tempo-
rary repairs. 

Farmers in that area 
found their smaller build-
ings, windmills, steel bins, 
and steel stock tanks badly 
damaged and nearly every 
farm and city dweller were 
looking for their loose be-
longings the following 
morning. A gas circulator 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
McGee in Ramona explod-
ed about two o’clock Mon-
day morning. 

The terrific blast split 
the roof of their one-story 
house, blowing one half on 
each side of the house. One 
wall fell across the bed 
where Mr. and Mrs. Mc-
Gee were sleeping. 

It was Mrs. McGee who 
finally got herself free to 
summon aid. The furni-

ture was completely de-
molished. Fire followed 
the explosion. Mr. McGee, 
who is the station agent at 
Ramona, and Mrs. McGee 
are at the Herington Hos-
pital where they are conva-
lescing from severe shock. 

The exact cause of the 
explosion was not deter-
mined but it is believed to 
have been caused by a gas 
leak.

50 years ago, 1972
GLENWOOD HOTEL 

IS RAZED – Herington’s 
historic Glenwood Room-
ing House on West Walnut 
was reduced to ashes on 
Wednesday to make way 
for a new warehouse for 
the Clark Lumber Co., Inc. 
Attempts were made to sell 
the building for salvage, but 
after those attempts failed, 
it was decided to burn the 
building down. Steel for the 
new building has already 
arrived and work is pro-
gressing this week.

Herington Historical So-
ciety & Museum, 800 S. 
Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

Many years ago, when our children 
were quite small, 
we lived in Liberal 
Kansas. As a mem-
ber of the church 
staff, Easter was 
usually a required 
day of work. I did 
have one Easter off 
and we decided to 
take advantage of 
the day to travel 
to Amarillo Texas 
where “blue laws” 
were still practiced. 
Most businesses remained closed 
on Sundays and, since it was Easter 
Sunday, we found only one restaurant 
open. It was located in the mall. 

We walked in through the only door 
of the mall that was unlocked and 

found a traveling exhibit featuring 
a replica of “The Shroud of Turin.” 
This exhibit made our trip worth-
while. It remains the most meaning-
ful Easter I have experienced.

Is the shroud the authentic burial 
cloth of Jesus? I don’t know, and for 
me, it does not matter, but the story it 
tells fills my heart and my mind with 
a deep love for God and gratitude for 
the grace I receive through Jesus’ life 
death and resurrection. 

As we passed through the display, 
we read biblical accounts of Jesus’ 
journey to the cross alongside a scien-
tific explanation of the implications of 
what happened in Jesus’ body during 

his arrest, trial, and subsequent cruci-
fixion. I stood a long time in that place 
contemplating the evidence of bru-
tality so undeserved. Even during the 
process and the pain, God’s amazing 
love and grace were revealed in Jesus. 

He healed one of his captors, en-
dured ridicule, suffered horrible 
abuse, and still mediated on behalf 
of the crowd who called for his cruel 
death. “Father, forgive them,” were 
the most unexpected words to hear 
from one so heinously brutalized.

It was for me, for my family, for 
my friends, for all humanity and for 
all creation that Jesus gave himself 
over to all of it. 

I wish for you an Easter filled with 
fun and family but even more, I wish 
for you to know the depth of God’s 
love for you and for all.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

A meaningful Easter memory 

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

Assistance with flat tire was appreciated

Tornado, gas explosion cause damage

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947 
An inten-

sive campaign 
to raise funds 
for inscription 
of the name 
of every lo-
cal serviceman 
and woman 
of WWII in 
the proposed 
$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
war memorial 
to General Dwight Eisenhower 
and all the soldiers who served 
in the last war, is being conduct-
ed throughout the state.  Four 
representatives of the American 

Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars were in Chapman Tuesday 
in the interests of the campaign. 

Subscription blanks may be 
obtained the Chapman State 
Bank.

I am not sure if this is the same 
memorial that is on the side of 
the Dickinson County Heritage 
Center which lists the Dickinson 
County servicemen and women 
from WWII.  There is also the Ki-
osk through the Eisenhower mu-
seum where you can honor a fam-
ily member who served in WWII 

with a picture and information 
about their service.  Check out 
Ike’s Soldiers at  https://www.ei-
senhowerfoundation.net

50 years ago, 1972
The Chapman Shamrocks 4-H 

were notified that they won the 
$11.50 KSAL “Good News Tip 
of the Week”. 

They had turned in the story 
of their “We Care – We Serve” 
project that won them the Na-
tional Grant of $100 to purchase 
the whirlpool therapy attachment 
for Chapman Valley Manor.

What a great 4-H project!  
Ruth Wood, Joyce Lang and Lu-
cille Cregan met with their lead-
er, Rosie Schuler and completed 
the application for this grant.

25 years ago, 1997
Happy Anniversary! Fifty 

years ago, Maria Arveson ar-
rived in the United States from 
Belgium. We’re glad you made 
the trip!  From your children and 
grandchildren

I didn’t remember seeing this 
in the paper before, but when I 
did this time, I could only smile.  
Maria was such a great lady! 
She worked hard, loved her fam-
ily and friends and was always 
there to help in any situation.  
She also worked at Senior Cen-
ter in the early years.  What a 
great gal!

10 years ago, 2012
Southwestern College has 

announced that Ashley Stearns 
of Chapman earned a master of 

education degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction in December 
2011 and is eligible to partici-
pate in commencement exercis-
es in May.  

Stearns’ husband is Blake 
Stearns, and her parents are Jim 
and Christie Jurgensmeier of Sa-
lina, and Paul Laudick of Wich-
ita. Her grandparents are Darrell 
and Delores Stewart.

Ashley and her family still live 
in the Chapman area and she 
still teaches 3rd grade at Chap-
man Elementary.

Quote of the week: “Easter 
is the time to rejoice and be 
thankful for the gift of life, 
love and joy. Have a Bless-
ed day! ~Author unknown       
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

Campaign underway for WWII memorial
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Dear Editor,

Redistricting…normally a big YAWN at the county lev-
el. With 105 Kansas counties, thousands of cities, blocks, 
townships and wards in the mix, who cares or is watching, 
right? Other than the occasional headlines of Federal level 
seats and accusations of gerrymandering, not much there…
there.  But wait a minute, a suspicious 70th district redraw-
ing of the Dickinson, Marion and now a bizarre McPherson 
addition too, (What?). 

Candidate Scott Hill who had filed for the 70th district 
was drawn out! The newly redrawn line just happens to now 
be just South of the Scott Hill farm, thus cutting Scott out of 
the district and effectively out of the Dickinson County 70th 
district race. 180 square miles of Northern Dickinson Coun-
ty (Where Scott Hill lives) was erased and then 72 square 
miles of McPherson County plus an additional 144 square 
miles of Southern Marion County were added.  

The 70th districts incumbent, Rep. John Barker just hap-
pens to be a member of the Kansas House redistricting com-
mittee. Redrawing a coincidence? If it walks like a duck… 
Unethical power politics? Suspiciously so … Foul play?… 
this action defies any sense of fair play. 

Representative Barkers fans may yawn with an “elections 
have consequences” or a smoke and mirrors mumbling of 
some population shift in the area. At the very least those op-
tics are bad and worse, it’s gerrymandering. This new 70th 
district line also flies in the face of the expressed legislative 
goal of keeping new district lines aligned with County lines.

While its true that redistricting is based on population, 
the giving up of the population / geography of Longford 
to make Clay County geographically whole makes some 
sense. The sacrificing of the four rural Northern DK County 
blocks in trade for more rural Southern Marion County and 
a weird rural slice of rural McPherson County doesn’t make 
any sense, other than to cut Scott Hill out of the race.  

Mr. Barker, does the buck still stop “way over there” 
with someone else (leadership or the will of the redistricting 
committee) responsible for redrawing your district line? Or 
did you just “miss it” as you voted for the new line to draw 
out your opponent? Did you voice any caution of a conflict 
of interest and consequences on your opponent in the up-
coming 70th district race? Did you record any misgivings, 
offer your redistricting committee an amendment or feel 
any violation of a sense of fair play? 

The day Scott Hill filed to run to be the State Representa-
tive for the 70th, he came to your office to shake your hand, 
introduce himself and his wife Lynette (a sense of fair play). 
The new precinct maps had not yet been finalized. Scott had 
been warned by your legislative colleagues that if he went 
public and filed his candidacy before the map was finished 
that he could be drawn out.  Scott, perhaps naïvely, thought 
it not likely (there is that pesky sense of fair play again). 

The Scott Hill family is not done, their campaign has 
been made more difficult, but they are more energized than 
ever and are now looking for a new home in the new 70th 
district.  You can’t keep a good man down. 

Gerrymandering definition: “the manipulation of an elec-
toral constituency’s boundaries so as to favor one person, par-
ty or class in power. Gerrymandering protects the party lines 
and keeps incumbents in power”.  If it walks like a duck…

Phillip Cosby
Abilene

Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor
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School SpotlightSchool Spotlight

102 NW 3rd Street  |  Abilene, KS 67410 
P 785-263-3794  |  TF 855-200-3794

2021-0512 Exp. 02/28/2024 Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Patricia O’Malley  |  Managing Director – Investments
Amanda Cormack  |  Financial Advisor

Managing What 
Matters for 

Generations
Integrity. Trust. Mutual Respect. That’s 
How We Do Business. Contact Us Today.

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service

Our Redeemer Lutheran
802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor 
our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, con-
tact us at 785-366-6186 or email 
dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Kevin Suther
Chapman Superintendent

As the end of the year starts to wrap up for teachers and 
students, there is still a lot to be accomplished. This involves 
both academically with state assessments for grades third thru 
10th grade taking place in April and getting outside for our 
spring sports. 

I will point out just a few events that the community and par-
ents can be a part of and enjoy. It is a tradition for now 96 years 
that the senior class develops a Class Night Production. It is 
one last performance on stage that involve seniors who may or 
may not have seen the bright lights before. It is a combination 
of showcasing their talents along with some comedy to give a 
fun light-hearted way to send them off. Before the Thursday 
night production on May 5, our Nationally recognized FFA 
program will serve a chicken barbecue to up to 1,000 people 
so get your tickets now! I want to give a shout-out to our FFA 
alumni organization who bring members in to help set up and 
cook throughout the whole day in preparation. 

This year will be the second year for the seniors to not only 
have graduation on Sunday, May 15 but the seniors are start-
ing to make the tradition of prom the night before on Saturday. 
We hope that families that come into town for the weekend 
can now enjoy both events as they do the walk-ins on Fifth 
Street for prom and walk across the stage at the District Gym. 
It is always exciting to see one chapter finish while another 
one begins. 

I would like to give another shout-out to our Irish Founda-
tion, which is the non-profit organization that will give out 
senior scholarships this year totaling $116,225 and alumni 
for $59,900. If you are looking to donate back to your alma 
mater, this is a great location to give back to help our students 
with their next stage of life. The Academic Awards Banquet 
on April 27 is the time that seniors are honored for their distin-
guished academic efforts along with scholarships distributed 
by many local businesses and individual families. 

The elementary student grade levels start to get out in the 
area for field trips which range from museums to local play 
productions like “Ugly Duckling,” which was offered by Great 
Plains Theatre. The parents and community are also invited to 
the Healthy Kids Fun Run on April 30 hosted by Chapman El-
ementary School. We will be putting the new track to good use 
for this event, Champan middle and high school track meets, 
and all of the fourth and fifth graders in the district involved 
with a track meet on May 2. 

Finally, at the end of the year means our young drivers start 
to get out on the road with driver’s education offered. It is al-
ways a big step in the next stage of growing up and joining the 
adult world. We are proud to still be able to offer this service 
and have 59 students in the program. 

Let’s Hope for a continued combination of sunshine to get 
outdoors, rain for the farming community and of course cheer 
on those Irish athletes!

By Jill Kruse, D.O.
Prairie Doc

Post-traumatic stress 
d i sorder, 
or PTSD, 
was first 
listed as 
a medical 
diagnosis 
in 1980. 
H o w e v -
er, it has 
been rec-
o g n i z e d 
and called 
by many different names 
throughout history. 

The first recorded de-
scription of PTSD is in 
the Epic of Gilgamesh 
which dates back to 2100 
B.C. In The Iliad and The 
Odyssey, Homer wrote 
about Trojan War soldiers 
exhibiting the symptoms 
of PTSD. Shakespeare 
described a character in 
King Henry IV who suf-
fered from post-traumatic 
nightmares. 

During the Civil War, the 
terms “irritable heart” and 
“soldier’s heart” were used 
to describe PTSD symp-
toms. In World War I it 
was called “combat stress” 
or “shell-shock”. In World 

War II it became “battle 
fatigue” and “combat ex-
haustion”. PTSD is not 
limited to soldiers, as the 
terms “concentration camp 
syndrome”, “survivor syn-
drome”, “battered child 
syndrome”, and “rape trau-
ma syndrome” were all 
recognized as conditions in 
the aftermath of WWII.  

PTSD is a mental health 
condition resulting from 
experiencing trauma first-
hand or from witnessing 
others undergoing a se-
verely traumatic event. It 
can also result from repeat-
ed exposure to distressing 
details of an event. 

For example, many fire-
fighters and other rescue 
personnel who searched 
for survivors after the 9/11 
attacks suffer from PTSD.

The traumatic experi-
ence can lead to flashbacks 
or nightmares which can 
progress to physical reac-

tions such as rapid heart 
rate or shaking when re-
minded of the event. Indi-
viduals with PTSD will of-
ten avoid any person, place, 
activity, or object that 
could trigger memories of 
the event. As a result, they 
may feel detached from 
others, or have persistent 
negative thoughts of them-
selves or others. They may 
have difficulty experienc-
ing positive emotions like 
joy and happiness. 

Another common symp-
tom of PTSD is hyper vig-
ilance and always feeling 
“on guard”. This in turn 
can cause problems such 
as excessive sleeping, ir-
ritability, aggressive be-
havior, heightened startle 
response, or difficulty con-
centrating. 

If these symptoms last 
more than one month and 
interfere with multiple ar-
eas of a person’s life, then 
they meet criteria for the 
diagnosis of PTSD. 

PTSD is best treated by 
psychiatrists and psycho-
therapists with special 
training in this condition. 
Treatment often involves 
a combination of medica-
tion and therapy. Support 

groups, exercise, and 
mindfulness practices 
are also healthy coping 
strategies. And, as with 
any sickness, compassion 
from family and friends 
is crucial.

While the name for this 
illness may have changed, 
PTSD has been acknowl-
edged for centuries. If 
you or someone you know 
is suffering from PTSD, 
don’t wait. Talk to your 
doctor, counselor, or spir-
itual leader. For more in-
formation, call the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Adminis-
tration National Helpline 
at 1-800-662-HELP (4357) 
or text HELP4U (435748). 

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part 
of The Prairie Doc® team 
of physicians and currently 
practices as a hospitalist in 
Brookings, South Dakota. 
Follow The Prairie Doc® 
at www.prairiedoc.org and 
on Facebook featuring 
On Call with the Prairie 
Doc®, a medical Q&A 
show celebrating its twen-
tieth season of truthful, 
tested, and timely medical 
information streaming live 
on Facebook most Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. central. 

How to recognize symptoms of 
post traumatic stress disorder

JILL KRUSE

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(855) 761-7343
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
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Notice of Public Hearing
(First published in the Dickinson County News-Times on 

Thursday, April 14, 2022)
FINAL PERFORMANCE PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Chapman will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, May 11, 2022, at 7:00 pm , in the Chap-
man City Hall located at 446 N. Marshall, Chapman, 
KS 67431 for the purpose of evaluating the perfor-
mance of Grant No. 20-PF-021 which was for a 
non-discharging wastewater treatment facility .
The proposed project consisted of the following: 

excavation and embankment construction for 21.5 
surface acres of lagoon; 12,500 lineal feet of force 
main; new lift station and decommission of the exist-
ing wastewater treatment facility . Related activities 
will include mobilization, design, construction obser-
vation, and grant administration .
The final project consisted of the following: ex-

cavation and embankment construction for 21.5 
surface acres of lagoon; 12,500 lineal feet of force 
main; lagoon water fill came from Chapman Creek 
instead of the city water. The lift station and decom-
mission of the existing wastewater treatment facility 
was removed from the CDBG scope of work and was 
completed as a separate project. Related activities 
included mobilization, design, construction observa-
tion, and grant administration .
This grant was funded, all or in part, by Kansas 

Department of Commerce, Small Cities Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. All aspects 
of the grant will be discussed and oral and written 
comments will be recorded and become a part of the 
City of Chapman CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.
Reasonable accommodations will be made avail-

able to persons with disabilities. Requests for ac-
commodations should be submitted to the City Clerk 
by 2:00 pm on Monday, May 9, 2022. The clerk will 
be available during regular office hours, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 
pm to 5:00 pm.

ployee only.

Some overtime availability

Lots of growth opportunities 
available

Small family culture

Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Her-
ington, KS 67449

Apply :

https://www.ziprecruiter.
com/job/bfc5690a

Delivery Driver/
Warehouse Associate

We are looking to hire an individual that can 
handle all of our deliveries to local

restaurants and retail locations.

Help Wanted

Shift: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
CDL is required. You would be driving a 

Freightliner M2 26-foot box truck.
Daily Duties:

• Batching orders that need to be delivered each day. 
Collect weights for all product being delivered

• Receive incoming product and add to inventory
• Prepare shipments for shipping and load semi 

trucks with the product
• Manage inventory records
• Operate forklifts and electric pallet jacks
• Delivering product to local retailers and restaurants
• Help with other warehouse duties when needed

Benefits:
• 30% discount on all of our products
• Employer paid health care, dental, and vision for 

employee only.
• Some overtime availability
• Lots of growth opportunities available
• Small family culture
• Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Herington, KS 67449

Apply:
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/job/bfc5690a

Located approximately halfway between 
Abilene and Solomon, south of the RR. 
Flying Eagles Kennels is offering one of 

their premier Greyhound Farm facilities.  
This property includes 15 Acres +/-, a    

climate-controlled 2004 Cleary kennel/
shop with water, sewer and electric in 

place.  Lots of possibilities for grey-
hounds, business, storage, or hobby. 
Open House April 23rd 1:00 - 3:00PM   

Taxes :$514.38 
Call or visit our 
website for sale 

bill and more info! 
 SELLER: Flying   
Eagles Kennels  

Billy Randle - Agent  Cell # 785-479-1152 
Ray Swearingen - Broker 

Cell # 785-452-8498 

LAND AUCTION 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 @ 7:00pm 

Where: 450 Old Hwy 40, Abilene, KS   

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Runs PCs
 4. An entertaining, ec-
centric person
 7. Small, faint constel-
lation
 8. Indigo bush
10. Not excessive
12. African antelope
13. A way to fly a glider
14. Tough softly
16. In the course of
17. Early Mesoamerican 
people
19. A way to drop down
20. Mistake!
21. Housing develop-
ments
25. Baseball stat
26. No (Scottish)
27. Type of cuisine
29. British Army infan-
trymen (abbr.)
30. Marry
31. Buffer solution
32. Legendary rock band
39. Recording industry 
show
41. A way to consume

42. Lake in Botswana
43. Political action com-
mittee
44. Field force unit 
(abbr.)
45. Very eager
46. Excessive fluid accu-
mulation in tissues
48. Nocturnal insect
49. Challenged to per-
form
50. Thus far
51. Famed NYC arena
52. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small, purple-black 
fruit
 2. Baltimore ballplayer
 3. Highly seasoned 
sausage
 4. Split pulses
 5. Northwestern Mexico 
town
 6. Edible fruit
 8. Upper-class southern 
young woman
 9. Sums up
11. The most worthless 

part
14. Dash
15. Sufferings
18. Clearinghouse (abbr.)
19. Indian title of respect
20. Poems meant to be 
sung
22. Actor Cooper
23. Luke’s mentor __-
Wan
24. Clumsy person
27. Figures
28. Polish Baltic coast 
peninsula
29. Old cloth
31. Explosive
32. Automobiles
33. 007’s creator
34. The Volunteer State
35. Old Irish alphabet
36. Japanese city
37. Portrayed emotion
38. Observers
39. Mimicked
40. Polite reference to a 
woman
44. Male parent
47. Peter Griffin’s 
daughter

martinbeckercarlson.com

Proudly serving
Dickinson County

Martin-
Becker-Carlson

Danner
Londeen-Overlease

Funeral Homes Thank you to our sponsor
With the support of sponsors the  
Dickinson County News-Times prints a 
different type of puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram
When there is a fifth week in the month 
the puzzle is chosen at random.
 If you would like to become a sponsor, 
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace
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 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 
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Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring 

Class A drivers to run from 
Kansas City to the west 
coast. Home Weekly! Great 
Benefits! www.convoysys-
tems.com Call Tina ext. 301 
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-
6869.

Livestock For Sale
Hereford Bulls Ready for 

service, horned and polled, 
good selection, will deliver. 
Davis Herefords • Maple Hill 
Kansas 785-256-4643 or 785-
383-2493

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
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in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• Director of Nursing
• FT Night shift Nurse

• FT CMA evenings
• FT C.N.A.

• FT Day shift Cook

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

HELP WANTEDHVAC

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

• Road and Bridge heavy 
equipment operator

• Environmental Services 
sprayer operator

• Sheriff’s Office records clerk
• Corrections Officer 1

•  EMS Department EMT, AEMT 
& Paramedic

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348
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Special to the DCNT

“We are in need of 
strong producer leader-
ship to help move forward 
the sorghum industry and 
legislative and regulatory 
policies that are important 
to sorghum farmers,” said 
NSP CEO Tim Lust. “Our 
farmer-led board of direc-
tors bring the commitment 
and dedication needed 
to ensure NSP maintains 
first-rate representation in 
Washington, D.C., for not 
only U.S. sorghum farm-
ers but the industry as a 
whole.”

National Sorghum Pro-
ducers board members 
lead efforts to create pos-
itive change for sorghum 
farmers through effective 
policy and relationships. 
The hold a vision to pro-
mote, advocate for and de-
fend the sorghum industry. 

To be qualified to serve 
on the board of directors, 
candidates must be an 
NSP member and have a 
passion for representing 
sorghum farmers through 
advocacy and fundrais-
ing activities. 

No prior board expe-
rience is necessary, only 

a desire to improve the 
sorghum industry.

Applications are due 5 
p.m. Friday, May 6. The 
NSP nominating commit-
tee will review all applica-
tions before making nom-
inations to the NSP Board 
of Directors for consider-
ation and election during 
the August summer board 
meeting. Each position is a 
three-year term, beginning 
Oct. 1, the start of NSP’s 
fiscal year.

For the application or 
more information visit 
SorghumGrowers.com/
leadership/.

Bruce Shultz
DCNT Columnist

This past 
month I 
as many 
o t h e r s , 
have been 
wa tch ing 
the war 
unfold and 
p r o g r e s s 
in Ukraine 
w i t h 
a m a z e -
ment.  First I was amazed 
(and disgusted) that Rus-
sia would actually invade.  
It was hopeful thinking 
that Russia was bluffing, 
but that is not like Putin.  
Then I was amazed (and 
uplifted) by the people of 
Ukraine in defense of their 
country.  They have been 
defiant and have shown 
great courage.  We have all 
seen news footage of peo-
ple of all ages doing what 
they can to repel the in-
vaders. Then a third group 
of people amazed me, the 
Ukrainian farmers.  They 
have been continually 
working to feed the people 
of Ukraine under incredi-
ble hardship.

They have been working 
with some of the same is-
sues we in the U.S. are; high 
input costs, unpredictable 

weather and limited mar-
kets.  But they have to wor-
ry about an invading coun-
try that is targeting farmers 
and the infrastructure that 
moves agricultural prod-
ucts.  The Ukrainian Interior 
Minister’s office on Sunday 
issued a statement that Rus-
sia was targeting food and 
fuel storage facilities.  

ABC has reported that 
farmers, with the help of 
volunteers, have begun to 
process crops and animals 
at the farms and are bring-
ing the food to the cities 
where people are hiding 
in shelters.  Even with the 
chaos surrounding them, 
farmers are rising to the 
call.  There is the story of 
dairy farmer Andriii Pas-
tushenko, who runs 350 
cows.  He and his employ-
ees have turned the dairy 
into a small processing 
plant.  They are making 
butter, sour cream and put-
ting milk into quarts and 
bringing it to those in need.  

President Zelensky has 
asked that the farmers who 
took up arms against Rus-
sia return to their farms so 
spring planting can occur.  
Zelensky has given farm-
ers three months to try and 
make sure that Ukraine has 
continued food supplies 

for the future.  He under-
stands that if people are 
hungry, they will not have 
the strength to continue the 
fight.   Farmers over the 
course of history have risen 
to the occasion to feed their 
fellow citizens.  During 
WWI farmers in the U.S. 
helped feed Europe.  We 
did the same during WWII 
when farm fields were the 
battle ground.  Ukrainians 
starved during WWII and 
now its leaders are enabling 
the independent family 
farmer to do what they do 
best, feed their country.

All of this can be best 
summed up by Ukrainian 
potato farmer Nick Gor-
diichuk who farms 90 
miles north of Kiev, “I 
think, just like in America, 
it’s in our blood,” he said. 
“When the sun is shining 
and the soil is the right 
temperature, we go [out 
to the fields] and try to do 
something.”  

Mr. Gordiichuk is ex-
pressing the indomitable 
spirit of the independent 
family farmer.

Bruce Shultz
Vice-President National 

Farmers Organization
http://www.national-

farmers.com
bshultz@nfo.org

By Frank J. Buchman
DCNT Contributor

Micah Samples, Abilene, 
won $1,200, for the sec-
ond fastest time roping two 
calves in the open division 
at EquiFest, March 20.

Breakaway roping com-
petition is becoming one 
of the most popular highest 
paying events in the sport 
of rodeo.

Breakaway roping was 
typically intended for 
youth and cowgirls. That 
has changed in recent 
times as breed associations 
have included breakaway 
competitions for all ama-
teur riders. 

In breakaway roping, a 
calf is roped around the 
neck with a lariat tied by 
a lightweight string to the 
roper’s saddle horn. When 
the calf is roped, it tightens 
the string which breaks, the 
stopwatch clicks and fastest 
time wins.

For the first time, break-
away roping was a fea-
tured attraction at the re-
cent EquiFest of Kansas 
in Salina.

There was a day-long 
breakaway roping clinic 
and a jackpot breakaway 
roping. 

Kansas Horse Council 
director Fred Gardner, 
and trainer Phil Hau-
gen, from Weatherford, 
Oklahoma, conducted 
the clinic. A champion 
professional calf roper 
and horsemanship clini-
cian, Haugen was assist-
ed by his daughter, Han-
nah Macy, Stephenville, 
Texas, breakaway roping 
champion.  

A dozen wannabe-cham-
pion breakaway cowboys 

and cowgirls aged 15 and 
younger ropers gathered at 
Ag Hall Arena with lariats 
in hand. A few of the rop-
ing students lugged their 
own calf roping dummies 
into the arena with them. 
Several additional practice 
dummies were supplied by 
Haugen.

“Basic requirements of 
roping are position, swing 
and delivery,” Haugen said, 
giving a short demonstra-
tion. “It’s always position, 
position, position.”

Obvious to the most lay 
observer, there were dis-
tinct differences among 
the students’ experiences 
and abilities. The clinicians 
went from one student to 
the next evaluating their 
roping and offering sugges-
tions for improvement.

“Now if you’d drop 
your hand when throw-
ing, the loop will circle 
down around the calf’s 
head,” Haugen advised 
one student. 

“Oh that’s nice, you are 
sure doing a great job,” the 
clinician told a first-time 
very young roper.

Obvious improvement 
was shown by every par-
ticipant after about an hour 
of roping training on the 
ground. 

“Well, let’s get your hors-
es saddled up, and we’ll 
practice roping the sled,” 
Haugen directed his class.

The young learners came 
out mounted on a wide va-
riety of horses. Some ob-
viously showed roping ex-
perience and other horses 
had never had a rope swung 
from their backs. 

Haugen hooked his four-
wheeler to the calf sled, 
seated himself sideways 

enabling watching the 
ropers guiding horses 
following the sled. The 
clinician evaluated each 
rider’s abilities making 
sure they were encouraged 
and working to improve. 

“Now, that’s the way to 
do it,” often was spoken in-
dividually to the ropers. All 
riders attempted to catch the 
sled calf a number of times 
with most of them eventu-
ally successfully roping the 
dummy.

Following a quick dinner 
break, students came back 
into the arena to rope live 
calves provided by Cindy 
Brown’s JC Cattle Compa-
ny, Dwight.

“Position, position, posi-
tion,” Haugen repeated for 
the umpteenth time when 
explaining how for the rop-
ers to get their horses into 
the roping box.

A dozen ropers lined 
their horses side-by-side 
extending down the are-
na from the roping box 
and took turns following 
calves. 

First the cowgirls and 
cowboys just followed 
calves out of the box and 
down the arena. Then they 
were given the opportuni-
ty to attempt to rope the 
calves. 

A few ropers caught near-
ly every calf they ran. Just 
about all of the learners 
were able latch on at least 
one calf bringing smiles to 
their faces.

“You have all done a great 
job today,” Haugen said, at 
the conclusion of the event. 
“Now just keep practicing 
every day. Practice makes 
perfect and is essential to 
becoming a breakaway rop-
ing winner.”

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
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HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

We are a farmer owned agency serving Kansas farmers since 1981.
Crop Insurance Is All We Do. • Crop Hail   Multi-Peril   LRP   PRF
785-479-5593 or Toll Free 888-408-7487

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

Only Agriculture… All the Time
Multi-Peril – Hail – Livestock – Rainfall

This Agency is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

Jamie Peters
620-877-7159 

Todd Hein • 620-382-5432

Santa Fe Ag
CROP INSURANCE

Farmers provide food 
in war-torn county

BRUCE SHULZ

Kirkwood Kreations Photography | Courtesy photo
Micah Samples, Abilene, guides a lasso around a calf’s head during a breakaway 
roping competition. Samples won $1,200, for the second fastest time, 11.17-sec-
onds, roping two calves in the open division of the EquiFest Breakaway Roping at 
Salina. 

Breakaway roping gains 
in popularity at rodeos
Young riders take class, compete

Sorghum group seeks 
five board members

By Julia Debes 
Kansas Wheat

Chris Tanner finished 
top-dressing his wheat 
April 5 in northern Kan-
sas, pondering whether 
fertilizing was a fool’s 
errand. According to the 
Kansas Mesonet, the Nor-
ton substation has mea-
sured 161 days without 
more than a quarter-inch 
of rain — more than five 
months. The area has virtu-
ally zero subsoil moisture, 
and drought conditions are 
expanding with no relief in 
the forecast. 

“While I was out 
top-dressing the wheat, I 
was wondering why I was 
out spraying the wheat,” 
Tanner said. “You dig 
down under this wheat, 
and it’s just dry, dry, dry.” 

April showers are critical 
for the 2022 wheat crop. 

According to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor, more 
than half of the state is in 
severe drought or worse, 
with pockets of extreme 
and exceptional drought 
spreading into the corner 
of southwest Kansas. 

Surrounding states 
are equally or worse off, 

except for Nebraska. Less 
than 45 minutes east of 
the Colorado border, Gary 
Millershaski reported the 
wheat in central Kearny 
County is hit with dry 
pockets, poor emergence 
and little tillering. Looking 
at the Palmer Drought 
Severity Index, Kearny 
County is a splotch of dark 
red — indicating severe 
drought. 

Two snows and one rain 
event in the last month all 
amounted to a quarter-inch 
to 30 hundredths of an inch 
of moisture. 

However, just an hour 
to the northeast in Digh-
ton, Ron Suppes reported 
wheat stands are looking 
better than last year, with a 
few spots that either didn’t 
emerge or suffered from 
winterkill. Subsoil mois-
ture currently measures 
around two feet, thanks to 
1 to 1.5 inches of moisture 
since October that came 
over a series of snows and 
light rain. Still, Suppes 
said more timely rains are 
needed to put a normal 
yield in the bin. 

While moisture is the 
current limiting factor for 
this year’s harvest, the 

outlook is more nuanced 
than measuring the dust 
or raindrops in the gauge. 
According to Kansas Crop 
Progress and Condition 
report on April 4, issued 
by USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service, 
the winter wheat crop is 
holding steady at 30 per-
cent very poor to poor, 38 
percent fair, and 32 percent 
good to excellent. 

That holds true for Tan-
ner, who farms so close to 
the Nebraska border he can 
practically see it from his 
house. Winter wheat acres 
are up in his area, thanks 
to decent moisture last fall 
that put out a good stand.

Producers in the area are 
even adding spring wheat 
into their rotations. He 
and others also went ahead 
with top-dressing, many 
having locked in fertilizer 
last fall when prices were 
lower and taking advan-
tage of the area’s heavy 
clay soils that help stash 
away nitrogen for a rainy 
day. But that day needs to 
come soon. 

“This is one of the nicest 
stands of wheat I’ve seen 

Wheat Scoop: Will April 
showers arrive in time?

See WHEAT P. 9
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a group of senior citizens 
demonstrating how to do 
some simple exercises, 
Tompkins’ goals remain 
the same.

“Ultimately the goals 
are to reduce obesity, 
reduce screen time, in-
crease fruit and vegetable 
consumption and increase 
physical activity,” she 
said. “We also do have a 
food-safety component — 
hand washing, not leav-
ing food out, foodborne 
illness and stuff like that. 
So those are our over-
reaching goals. And we 
accomplish those with re-
search-based curriculum 
that the state approves.”

Much of the nutrition 
education ties several 
themes together — cook-
ing at home can save 
money and in turn, people 
will know what is in their 
food so they can work on 
cutting back on fats and 
sugar.

In her classes, Tompkins 
gives hands-on demon-
strations to help people 
understand the concepts. 
But she also takes it a 
step further. Sometimes 
she is teaching someone 
something new, but often 
people will tell her they 
know the information; 
they know the concepts, 
they just don’t know how 
to implement them and 
make the healthy choices 
part of their day-to-day 
lives.

That’s an issue she un-
derstands quite well, she 
said. 

“It’s hard for all of us,” 
she said. “I learn a lot in 
my classes just by go-
ing through the lesson. I 
think, ‘I’m asking them to 
set this goal for the next 
week. I should probably 
set that goal too.’ We’re 
all busy and eating out 
sometimes is necessary.”

While Tompkins gets 

the bonus of having a 
healthier lifestyle because 
she tries to practice what 
she preaches, the real re-
ward of the job comes 
when someone has that 
aha moment, she said. 

The curriculums are a 
series of four to six class-
es. In each class, she asks 
if people made progress 
toward the goal they set 
last time. 

Recently she had a cou-
ple of children say they did 
try the vegetable they at 
dinner, even though they 
never liked it before. An-
other student said while 
they had not tried anything 
new, they had started pay-
ing attention to the color 
palette of their plate, which 
is an indicator of the nutri-
ents, vitamins and minerals 
in different foods.

“It makes me so excit-
ed to have them get the 
knowledge and put it into 
practice,” she said. 

AGENT Continued from P. 3

POOL Continued from P. 3
“The previous ordinance 

did not include that,” Dross 
said. “Now, instead of some-
body coming in every year 
and wanting to sell in that 
area, creating resolution and 
getting a public notice — it’s 
just a lot easier to have an 
ordinance that establishes 
that.”

Slogan: Commissioners 
agreed to Herington Tomor-
row as the slogan for the 
comprehensive plan, which 
is underway. The compre-
hensive plan is an outline of 
what is needed to bring the 
city into the future.

The city will work with the 
school district to hold a con-
test for a logo to accompany 
the slogan.

“This logo will be on all the 
branding, on the website, as 
well as all documents,” Dross 

said. “That student in high 
school who does this will be 
able to leave a lasting imprint 
on the next generation of Her-
ington because they will be 
the one creating a logo for 
Herington Tomorrow.”

Zoning changes: The 
City Commission approved 
updates to city zoning ordi-
nances pertaining to fences 
and signs.

Businesses in residential 
areas can now have signs up 
to six square feet. If the sign 
is illuminated the lighting 
has to face the sign and can-
not interfere with any of the 
neighbors.

Fences around swimming 
pools will be required to have 
a latch and key function.

“We’re trying to get on 
board with what is pret-
ty much standard across 

the country,” Dross said. 
“There’s been a lot of safe-
ty-related incidents across 
the country over the past de-
cade or so.”

Also pertaining to fences, 
the code now requires no 
more than 50/50 see-through 
at the beginning of the front 
yard. 

“This is just for public 
safety and for a cleaner, 
more observable front yard,” 
he said. “We have to be able 
to see what’s going on in our 
front yard at all times for 
safety purposes.”

The maximum height of 
the fences in side and back 
yard was lowered from eight 
feet to six and a half and in 
the front and street yards, it 
cannot exceed four feet.

Current fences are grand-
fathered in.

numerous times by several 
different roofing people but 
it continues to happen.”

Besides the leaky roof, 
maintaining climate control 
in the building has been a 
challenge with the heating 
and cooling unit needing 
replaced several times in 
recent years. 

Sometime over the years, 
doors were installed at the 
bottom of the basement 
stairs which made it impos-
sible to remove a conference 
table and other large items. 
They will be removed once 
the top of the building is 
razed, Homman said.

Too small
Besides the infrastructure 

problems, the building was 
too small for the county at-
torney office staff. 

Despite looking large 
from the outside, the office 
was built over 50 years ago 
to accommodate four or 
five people and included 
a kitchen area, conference 
room and reception area.

“We had about eight or 
nine people in there,” Hom-
man said. They had out-
grown the building. People 
were stacked in there like 
sardines.”

Over the years, the recep-
tion and kitchen areas were 
converted into employee 
work areas and the confer-
ence room became an of-
fice when a second assistant 
county attorney was hired. 
Due to increases in criminal, 
juvenile, civil and traffic case 

load, more attorneys and staff 
were needed.

As for the county attor-
ney building, demolishing it 
eliminates the cost to main-
tain it while moving staff 
into the courthouse “where 
they should have been all 
along,” Homman said.

“In the courthouse they 
are in an area with high 
efficiency climate control, 
LED lighting and all the 
new amenities. The peo-
ple they work with are just 
down the hall so they don’t 
have to walk back and forth 
all day and most important-
ly it brings them into an 
environment protected by 
security,” Homman said.

“They do work in a world 
that comes with hazards,” 
he said. “Now they will be 
in a protected environment.”

Built in 1970, the build-
ing at 201 E. First was 
constructed to house the 
Federal Land Bank Associ-
ation and was used for oth-
er offices before Dickinson 
County acquired it. 

Before moving to the 
building behind the court-
house in the 1990s, the 
county attorney’s office 
was in the north end of the 
building at 712 S. Buck-
eye. The south side of that 
building now is home to the 
Chisholm Trail Extension 
District.

DEMOLISH Continued from P. 3
in a while, but it needs 
a drink real bad,” Tan-
ner said. “An inch of rain 
would buy us a lot of time. 
But if we don’t get it in the 
next 10 days, we will be in 
trouble.” 

Even Kansas producers 
who have received good 
moisture still would like to 
see more during this critical 
growth period for the wheat 
crop. 

Jay Armstrong farms in 
Atchison County, a short 
half-hour outside Kansas 
City. The wheat in his area 

looks excellent, having re-
ceived about two inches of 
moisture in the last month. 
While his outlook for harvest 
is good right now, he agreed 
more moisture is needed in 
the next two weeks to keep 
the momentum going for 
this year’s crop.

The same is true for 
Martin Kerschen, who 
farms near Garden Plain in 
south-central Kansas. He 
received an inch of moisture 
last week, continuing to fuel 
an above-average-looking 
crop. With higher prices on 

the board, farmers upped 
acres slightly in the fall and 
have top-dressed their wheat 
this spring, even with higher 
input prices. 

While he is grateful for the 
moisture, he reported two 
to three inches more will be 
needed to make the crop, 
especially double-cropped 
wheat after soybeans. 

“If Mother Nature plays 
her hand out with moisture 
blessings, we’ll have a de-
cent poker hand,” Kerschen 
said. “Don’t want to jinx our 
crop though.”

WHEAT Continued from P. 8

Republicans Republicans 
plan meetingplan meeting

Dickinson County Re-
publican Party and Re-
publican Women will meet 
at 6 p.m. April 18 at the 
Greyhound Hall of Fame 
in Abilene. Speakers for 
the evening are GOP Chair 
Mike Kuckelman, Con-

gressman Tracey Mann, 
and candidates for several 
state and local elections.

The program will be by 
Laurita Berland with Kan-
sas for Life who will speak 
on “Value Them Both.” 

Upcoming events in-
clude: July 16th - Dickin-
son County Party Annu-
al Picnic at Old Abilene 

Town 6:30 p.m.; DCRP 
fair booth, Aug 4-7, volun-
teers are needed; last day 
to file for election is June 
1; primary election Aug 
2; next DCRW meeting 6 
p.m. June 20 at Abilene 
Senior Center; 1st District 
spring meeting is 9:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. April 30 at As-
surance Partners, Salina.

BRIEFS Continued from P. 1

his older brother, Harry. 
He met and married 
Iva Bennett from Pearl, 
Kansas. They became the 
parents of four children: 
Guy Junior, Alvin, Joyce, 
and Ivan. Their youngest 
son, Ivan, died on the day 
he was born. Guy Jennings 
son, Guy Junior, fell in love 
with flying and would fly 
to White City to visit his 
parents. During World War 
II, Guy and Iva bought the 
farm in White City. Guy 
Jennings had many good 
times in that big red barn 
playing with siblings and 
friends. At the age of 97, he 

passed away. Guy Jennings 
Prichard was portrayed by 
James Holland. 

Christian Balzac, “C.B.” 
Hoffman was the son of one 
of the founding fathers of En-
terprise, which was known 
as Loudens Falls. Born in 
Switzerland in November of 
1851, C.B. became a partner 
with his father, Christian, in 
the Enterprise Mills in 1873. 
The mills included flour, 
woolen, and sawmills, as well 
as a retail lumberyard and a 
town company. C.B. was ex-
tremely involved in politics. 
He was very active in lobby-
ing for the milling industry, as 

well as in civic and political 
affairs. Hoffman served two 
terms as mayor of Enterprise 
and organized the Enter-
prise Bank, which eventual-
ly merged into what is now 
the Dickinson County Bank. 
In 1881, C.B. was elected to 
the legislature. Between 1890 
and 1900, he was considered 
a candidate for governor. In 
1914, he became a candidate 
for a seat in the U.S. Senate. 

Education was also import-
ant to C.B. Hoffman. From 
1894 to 1901, he was a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents 
at Kansas State Agricultural 
College in Manhattan. He 

was also one of the organizers 
of the Harrison Normal Col-
lege in Enterprise, in 1891. 

C.B. married Catherine 
Hopkins in 1873. Catherine 
was born in Virginia in 1855 
and was a great believer in 
certain causes, just like her 
husband was. C.B. and Cath-
erine were the parents of six 
children: Ralph, Emmett, 
Thad, Daisy, Iona, and Wal-
ter. Iona died at the age of 
six and Walter at the age of 
19. Catherine worked with 
the Health Department to 
bring awareness for Tubercu-
losis and how to prevent the 
spreading of the disease. She 

also served on the Forestry 
committee within the State 
Federation of Women’s Club. 
She served as the 5th District 
President of that same club 
from 1906 to 1908, becoming 
the president in 1910. Cather-
ine was the woman responsi-
ble for bringing Carry Nation 
to Enterprise, marching side 
by side while Nation bashed 
up saloons.

One of Catherine’s proud-
est moments was when she 
was able to help usher in the 
passage of the new state law 
that gave women the right to 
vote in Kansas. That was in 
the year of 1912. The Hoff-

man’s had divorced two years 
earlier in 1910. C.B. remar-
ried to a woman named Anna 
Ware. He retired from the 
milling business and devoted 
his time to politics. In 1914, 
he ran for the U.S. Senate. On 
July 17, 1915, C.B. Hoffman 
passed away at the age of 63 
years. Catherine remained in 
Enterprise. She went to Battle 
Creek, Michigan for treat-
ment and passed away on 
June 9, 1920. Just two months 
after her death, the passing of 
the 19th Amendment hap-
pened. C.B. and Catherine 
Hoffman were portrayed by 
Tony and Sarah Geiger. 

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Cramped conditions was one of many issues employees 
of the Dickinson County Attorney’s office contended with in 
their former building. They have moved into the renovated 
courthouse and the old building is slated for demolition.

EASTER Continued from P. 1

Hope United 
Methodist 

6 p.m. Maunday Thursday 
service, Hope United Meth-
odist Church, 120 N First St.

10 a.m. Sunday Easter 
Service  

Chapman UMC 
7 p.m. April 15 Good 

Friday worship, Chapman 
United Methodist Church, 
426 N. Sheeran Ave.

10:15 a.m. April 17 Eas-
ter worship, children sing-
ing — Facebook live and 
in-person

Faith Lutheran
7 a.m. Easter Sunday, 

Sunrise Service, at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 1600 N 
Buckeye Ave. Abilene

8:15 am. Adult Sunday 
school and Easter egg hunt 
after Sunrise Service

9:15 a.m. Easter festival 
service

Bethany UMC
8 a.m. Easter Sunday, 

Bethany United Methodist 
Church 1401 3200 Ave., 
Abilene

Talmage UMC
10 a.m. Easter Sunday, 

Talmage United Methodist 
Church, 2970 Frances St.

Chapman Naz
10 a.m. Easter Sunday, 

Chapman, 317 W. Fifth St.

HB 2608
Removes provisions au-

thorizing criminal restitu-
tion to be enforced as a civil 
judgment and authorizes 
judicial districts to contract 
for collection services for 
criminal restitution.

HB 2541
Credits docket fees to the 

State General Fund instead 
of the judicial branch dock-
et fee fund; credits marriage 

license fees and driver’s li-
cense reinstatement fees to 
the state general fund instead 
of the judicial branch non-
judicial salary adjustment 
fund.

HB 2110
Requires insurance cover-

age for PANS and PANDAS 
by the state health care bene-
fits program and requires the 
State Employee Health Care 
Commission to submit an 

impact report on such cover-
age to the legislature. 

HB 2462
Removes the standing 

committee membership re-
quirements for members 
of the Joint Committee on 
State-Tribal Relations.

HB 2481
Authorizes KP&F partici-

pating service credit purchase 
for certain in-state nonfederal 
governmental employment.

BILLS Continued from P. 3



Page 10 Dickinson County News-Times

YOUTH
Thursday, April 14, 2022

Special to the DCNT

Chisholm Trail District 4-H 
members participated in Re-
gional 4-H Day in Clay Center 
March 26.  4-Hers qualified for 
the regional competition by 
being awarded top or alternate 
top purple in their respective 
categories at Chisholm Trail 
District 4-H Day held Feb. 12 
in Abilene.    

The counties that cooperate 
to hold Regional 4-H Day in-
clude Geary, Central Kansas 
District (Saline and Ottawa), 
River Valley District (Cloud, 
Republic, Clay, and Washing-
ton), Marshall, and Chisholm 
Trail District (Dickinson and 
Marion).   

A top purple is the highest 
ribbon awarded at Regional 
4-H Day.  Chisholm Trail Dis-
trict results included: 

Model Meeting – Jolly Jays, 
blue 

Junior demonstrations and 
illustrated talks – Adeline 
Laughlin, Jolly Jays, blue; 
Roper Lefert, Fragrant Hill-
toppers, top purple; Benjamin 
Rziha, Tampa Triple T’s, top 
purple; Gabriel Boyd, Detroit 
Ramblers, red.   

Senior demonstrations and 
illustrated talks – Adam Snow-
ball, Holland Sunflowers, blue; 
Annalee Greene, Holland 
Sunflowers, red; Isabel Rziha, 
Tampa Triple T’s, blue; Tucker 
Stroda, Navarre Boosters, blue;  

Public speaking – Layla 
Pickerign, Fragrant Hilltop-
pers, blue 

Project talks – Clayton 
Thomas, Happy Hustlers, red; 
Joss DePew, Fragrant Hilltop-
pers, blue; Emil Pickerign, Fra-
grant Hilltoppers, top purple; 
Winston Bourbon, Peabody 
Achievers, red 

Junior reading – Joss De-
Pew, Fragrant Hilltoppers, 

blue; Carleigh Abeldt, Jolly 
Jays, top purple 

Junior solo acting – Mae 
Greene, Holland Sunflowers, 
red 

Junior solo dance – Autumn 
Felbush, Holland Sunflowers, 
1st alternate purple; Shelby 
Summervill, Happy Hustlers, 
2nd alternate purple 

Senior solo dance – Reese 
Whitehair, Navarre Boosters, 
blue; Makenzie Hall, Jolly 
Jays, top purple 

Junior group dance – Jade 
and Josie Wilson, Willowdale, 
top purple 

Junior other talent – Rylee 
Thomas, Happy Hustlers, top 
purple 

Senior instrumental solo – 
Alex Young, Peabody Achiev-
ers, top purple 

Junior instrumental solo – 
Carleigh Abeldt, Jolly Jays, 
red; Katie Stoffer, Fragrant 
Hilltoppers, blue  

YOU ARE INVITED. 
HERINGTON NEEDS YOU!

RIGHT
TOOLS FOR
THE JOB
WORKSHOP
Come and check out a variety of 
tools for getting Herington to a 
bright future. Which real world 
strategies do you think will work 
best for Herington?

This is a come and go as you like event. You 
will have many options to choose from, so 
come make your voice heard on the future of 
Herington!

April 14th
5:00-8:00 PM
Herington Community Building
810 S. Broadway

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703
kayspharmacy@gmail.com
2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 
for details!

Ages 12-17 must be
accompanied by a parent

Courtesy photo
Susan Mueller reads to children at the first session of 
the spring storytime at Ralph and Izzy’s Coffee Shop 
in Herington April 7. A group of 19 children, along with 
seven adults, listened to “There are No Bears in the 
Bakery,” by Julia Sarcone-Roach and “Duck Stays in the 
Truck” by Doreen Cronin. Storytime is at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day at the library, 102 South Broadway. The April 7 ses-
sion was at the coffee shop because tips were donated 
to the library as matching funds for the Pilcrow Founda-
tion grant. The Library celebrated National Library Week 
April 4 through 8 with a variety of activities including 
giving away free bookmarks and coloring pages. New 
books that were received with a grant from the Pilcrow 
Foundation were displayed at City Hall.

Storytime starts
for spring session

4-H’ers bring home ribbons

Special to the DCNT

Track teams from Her-
ington and Solomon com-
peted at the Marion meet 
April 6.

The Herington wom-
en came in second with 
a score of 70 and the Sol-
omon women scored 58 
for a third place finish. In 
men’s competition Solo-
mon took third place with 
a score of 62 while Her-
ington finished fifth with a 
score of 23.
100 M. Dash
2nd, Harley LaRosa, Her-
ington, 14.81
3rd,Madison Moore, Sol-
omon, 15.00
6th, Melanie Saleh, Her-
ington, 15.43
2nd, Lucas Newcomer, 
Solomon, 12.05
5th, Tristan Huey, Her-
ington, 12.85
200 M. Dash
1st, Kenzie Castleberry, 
Herington, 29.49
4th, Madison Moore, Sol-
omon, 32.01
6th, Mallory Arnold, Her-
ington, 34.40
3rd, Dakota Rice, Solo-
mon, 26.71
4th, Spencer Krause, Sol-
omon, 27.54
6th, Aiden Sousa, Her-
ington, 28.82
400 M. Dash

1st, Madison Moore,Sol-
omon, 1:16.40
2nd, Kennedy McMillen, 
Solomon, 1:16.98
3rd. Emersyn Shirack, 
Solomon, 1:20.55
3rd, Lucas Newcomer, 
Solomon, 58.85
5th, Dakota Rice, Solo-
mon, 1:00.46
6th. Spencer Kraue, Solo-
mon, 1:02.99
800 M. Run
2nd, Maya Newcomer, 
Solomon, 3:0676
3rd, Madi Becker, Her-
ington, 3:12.39
3rd, Koy Mueller, Her-
ington, 2:30.34
5th, Mac Collins, Solo-
mon, 3:15.81
1600 M. Run
1st, Madi Becker, Her-
ington, 6:56.67
2nd, Kiera Smith, Solo-
mon, 7:06.21
3rd, Davanne Schaffer, 
Herington, 7:48.10
3rd, Logan Hammer-
smith, Solomon, 6:07.10
5th, Perry Steele, Solo-
mon, 6:20.74
3200 M. Run
1st, Davanne Schaffer, 
Herington, 15:41.85
1st, Koy Mueller, Her-
ington, 11:50.86
100 M. Hurdles 
2nd, Harley LaRosa, Her-
ington, 18.66
5th, Lacie McLaughlin, 

Solomon, 20.82
6th, Bianca Whitefoot, 
Solomon, 22.45
110 M. Hurdles
5th, William Lingenfels-
er, Herington, 19.75
4 X 100 M. Relay
2nd, Herington:  
Rutschman, LaRosa, 
Saleh, Castleberry 
1:00.50
3rd, Solomon:  McLaugh-
lin, McMillen, Whitefoot, 
Moore 1:01.69
4 X 400 M. Relay
2nd, Solomon:  Smith, 
Newcomer, McMillen, 
Whitefoot 5:22.14
4 X 800 Relay
1st, Herington:  Becker, 
Schaffer, Rutschman, 
Castleberry, 12:58.09
2nd, Solomon:  Collins, 
McLaughlin, Zerbe, 
Hammersmith 
11:28.26
High Jump
1st, Maya Newcomer, 
Solomon, 4’10”
3rd, Dakota Rice, Solomon, 
5’
Long Jump
5th, Kennedy McMillen, 
Solomon, 13’6”
2nd, Lucas Newcomer, 
Solomon, 6’8.5”
4th, Mac Collins, Solo-
mon, 13’8”
Triple Jump
6th, Lacie McLaughlin, 
Solomon, 26’11”

1st , Spencer Krause, Sol-
omon, 37’9.5”
3rd, Logan Hammer-
smith, Solomon, 35’5.25”
Shot Put
4th, Emma Alt, Her-
ington, 26’8.75”
5th, Ella Duryea, Solo-
mon, 26’5”
6thDestiny Strauss, Her-
ington, 24’11.25”
2nd, Mason Mortensen, 
Herington, 35’4.75”
6th, Hayden Zerbe, Solo-
mon, 33’5.25”
Discus Throw

1st, Emma Alt, Herington, 
93’10”
5th, Saydee Friesen, Her-
ington, 76’10”
1st, Hayden Zerbe, Solomon, 
102’9”
5th, Kwinton Barlow-McK-
enna, 94’3”
Javelin
5th, Emma Alt, Herington, 
58’4”
4th, Kris Jones, Herington, 
113’11”
5th, Hayden Zerbe, Solo-
mon, 112’9”

County youth compete in track

Courtesy photo
Hayden Zerbe, of 
Solomon, prepares 
to throw the discus at 
the Marion track meet 
April 6.


