
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

In January, when Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment revoked the 
permits for Blixt Landfill, it 
did so only after several years 
of facility operators failing to 
meet KDHE requirements.

According to docu-
ments received by Dickin-
son County News-Times 
following a Kansas Open 
Records Act request to 
KDHE, the order to close 
the landfill, on Sage Road 
just outside of Chapman, 
stem from violations first 
noted during an inspec-
tion more than three years 
ago.

“The history of the 
site is quite long and 
complicated,” said Ju-
lie Coleman, director of 
KDHE Bureau of Waste 
Management. “Since 
December of 2018, our 
inspectors have been to 
this construction, demo-
lition landfill on multiple 
occasions, and the agen-
cy (KDHE) has issued 
multiple orders requiring 
violations from each of 

those inspections to be 
addressed.”

In March 2019, KDHE 
assessed penalties and 
ordered corrective ac-

tions pertaining to 14 vi-
olations found during the 
Dec. 4, 2018 inspection. 

After failing to comply with 
the March 2019 order, KDHE 

took Blixt Landfill owner Jeff 
Blixt to court, in July 2019, to 
order compliance. 

However, by September 
of the following year, Blixt 

Landfill had yet to take all of 
the necessary corrective ac-
tions or pay the accessed fines.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Art in public spaces is a 
reflection of a community’s 
culture and uniqueness. More 
than just aesthetically pleas-
ing it enhances the town’s 
cultural, social, and economic 
value, according to Ameri-
cans for the Arts.

Residents in Herington are 
beginning to embrace the in-
trinsic value of public art with 
projects and activities that 
showcase the community.

Janet Wade, Corkie Dunlap 
and Chris McDonald recent-
ly attended a conference in 
Wichita, which focused on 
murals but also included in-
formation about other forms 
of community art including 
temporary installations. 

From the subsequent brain-
storming, the trio settled on 
crosswalk art as a means to in-
troduce more art in town.

“It’ll last a few weeks de-
pending on rain, traffic, the 
street sweeper,” Wade said.

Communities across the 
country have jumped on 
crosswalk art as a means 
to brighten up and show-
case their towns. However, 
some cities, like St. Louis 
for example, have halted 
their crosswalk art programs 
citing the Federal Highway 
Administration’s regulation 
that reads “colored pavement 
located between crosswalk 
lines should not use colors or 
patterns that degrade the con-
trast of white crosswalk lines, 
or that might be mistaken by 

road users as a traffic control 
application.”

But in those cities, the art-
ists were using permanent 
paint that takes years to fade.

Focusing on temporary 
installations also plays into 
the group’s intent to de-
sign the art around events. 
The first one they painted 
was for the March 26 disc 
golf tournament. The cross-
walks at Broadway and 
Main streets were painted 
with brightly colored cir-
cles to welcome the tourna-
ment participants.

“They thought it was fun,” 
Dunlap said. “We did it at a 
time when people were just 
coming into town so they saw 
us working.”

The first one was also a test 
to learn the ins and outs of this 

kind of art, including what 
kind of paint to use.

“I’ve ordered several types 
of chalk paint so we can test 
them out,” Wade said. 

The plan is for more cross-
walk art to welcome visitors 
to Railroad Days and when 
there is a drag race or car 
show in town.

“At the conference, the fo-
cus was topics that either re-
flect or develop the commu-
nity’s identity,” Wade said. 
“A lot of the time public art is 
based on community engage-
ment. What story wants to be 
told. A lot of it is done in eth-
nic communities to tell their 
stories. But small towns have 
stories too and in this case, 
we’re looking at a promotion 
kind of thing — welcome the 
attendees to town.”
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The second of a 
five-part series about 
the K-State Re-
search and Extension 
— Chisholm Trail 
District, Dickinson 
County agents and the 
programs they pro-
vide is on page 3. This 
week we feature Mir-
na Bonilla.
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DCNT’s new website now live
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

A phrase often heard 
in the Dickinson County 
News-Times office, over 
the past several months, 
has been, “I can’t wait till 
the new website is up.” 

The wait is over.
The domain is still 

https://dickinsonnews-
times.com but gone are 
the days when the web-
site was nothing more 
than a regurgitation of 
what was in the printed 
edition.

The new DCNT Online 
will have all of the content 
from the print edition and 
more. But best of all, it will 
be more relevant as it per-
tains to breaking news and 
timely information.

With the old site, 
DCNT staff had no con-

trol. If we had a breaking 
news story, we couldn’t 
post it.

Now the website is un-
der our management and 
control. We will update it 
daily, often several times a 
day. As we get the news, it 
will go online. 

There are several times 
we get press releases for 
an event that is over before 
our next edition comes out. 
Especially bothersome for 
all of the staff is how often 
obituaries come in and the 

Years of violations lead to landfill closure

Art spruces up streets

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The paperwork is fin-
ished and the new Ameri-
can Legion Dwight D. Ei-
senhower Memorial Post 
1969 is almost official.

Charter members met 
March 29 with Marri 
Krumpco, commander 
of the state chapter, who 
went over the paperwork 
and made sure everything 
was in order. She said she 
cannot remember when 
the state last chartered a 
new post and is excited to 
see this one develop.

“The (existing) post — I 
believe it’s a great post,” 
she said. “However, they 
are a growing post and 
some of the newer mem-
bers wanted to do a few 
different things.”

With members having 
different visions, but all 
with the same end goal of 
supporting veterans, it was 
a logical step to charter a 
new post, she said.

Brian Ross was elected 
by the charter members as 
the post’s first command-
er. Ross joined the Army 
in 1983 and retired after 
22 years having served in 

Germany and Korea and 
completing tours in Bos-
nia, Iraq and Kosovo.

He said the new post will 
offer veterans in Abilene a 
choice in Legions.

“We’ll run parallel to 
(Post 39) but we would 
like to work with them as 
well,” he said. “We want 
to enhance what is already 
happening in Abilene and 
not be a detraction from 
what they already do.”

Dickinson County has 
a large veteran population 
with men and women of 

New American Legion 
post waiting for charter

Courtesy photo
Charter members of Abilene’s new American Legion Dwight D. Eisenhower Memo-
rial Post 1969 pose for a group photo April 29. Included in the photo is one family 
member who has plans to start a Sons of the American Legion group when the 
post is officially chartered, which they hope to happen by the end of June.

Courtesy photo
Carol Miller watches while Star Fry, left, and Chris 
McDonald paint disc shapes on the crosswalk at 
Broadway and Main Streets March 26. It was the first 
of several temporary crosswalk paintings that are 
planned for Herington.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
After several years of not taking corrective actions on violations noted during multiple inspections by Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment, the Blixt Landfill on Sage road was ordered closed.

Lawnmower Lawnmower 
tune-ups  tune-ups  
offered for freeoffered for free

The Rock Island Church, 
1010 W. Walnut St., Her-
ington will host its annual 
Lawnmower Tune-up Day 
from 8 a.m. to noon, Satur-
day, April 9. In the event of 
inclement weather the date 
will be Saturday, April 23. 
The free services include an 
oil change, blade sharpen-
ing, spark plug check, and 
deck cleaning. No repairs 
will be available. People 
who wish to have a riding 
mower serviced are asked 
to bring the appropriate oil 
filter. There will be local 
mower pick-up in the city of 
Herington only. Those who 
want their mowers picked 
up can call the church at 
(785) 258-8004 to register.

Kindergarten Kindergarten 
roundup set at roundup set at 
Centre schoolCentre school

Centre USD #397 will 
conduct kindergarten 
round-up on the morning of 
Friday, April 8, at the Cen-
tre K-12 School. Children 
who will be five years old 
on or before August 31 are 
encouraged to participate. 
Informational letters will 
also be mailed out.  For 
more information call the 
school at (785) 983-4321 

See BRIEFS P. 6

See DCNT P. 6

See POST 1969  P. 6

See LANDFILL P. 9

The regular session 
of the 2022 Legis-
lative year ended 
April 1. It was a long 
day for legislators as 
they raced to finalize 
several bills before 
starting a three-week 
break. See page 5 for 
the story.

Legislators race to the finish lineLegislators race to the finish lineIf you are looking for a reason to celebrate, here are 
a few national days:

April 7: No housework day
    National beer day
April 8: National empanada day
April 9: Former prisoner of war recognition day
     National unicorn day
April 10: Hug your dog day
April 11: Barbershop quartet day
      Start of work zone awareness week
April 12: National grilled cheese sandwich day
April 13: National Scrabble day
April 14: International moment of laughter day

If you celebrate any of these, make sure you send a snapshot 
of your celebration to office@dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

From March 14 to 
March 28

Accidents
March 20, 4:37 p.m., 273 

Interstate 70, Ethan Mac 
Bechard, Elizabeth Kalista 
Bechard, Sophie Breck Be-
chard, Tori Ann Jenner

March 22, 6:43 a.m., 279 
Interstate 70, Kade Eugene 
Elliott, Rajon Marwah

March 23, 5:40 a.m., 
2100 300 Ave., Sherry 
Heather Sperman

March 18, 5:26 a.m., 
2200 1400 Ave., Braun 
Steven Hoyt Knip

March 15, 9:06 p.m., 
2100 Old HIghway 40, 
Lynn Alan Langvardt

March 20, 10:22 p.m., 
highways 4 and 15, Seth 
Levi Hokanson, Destiny 
Marie Smith

March 14, 11:58 p.m., 
280 Interstate 70, Manuel 
Teletor Gutierrez, Pedro 
Tomas Jimenez, Morente 
Chacaj Simeon

March 20, 8:30 p.m., 
1100 Highway 43, Baylee 
Renee Jones, Wesson Lee 

Shatto, Annabelle Jo Shat-
to, Kole Tallahassee Shat-
to, Curtis Leroy Shatto

March 17, 5:34 p.m., 
282 Interstate 70, Laura 
Marie Miceli

March 22, 5:06 a.m., 601 
Highway 77, Joshua Dan-
iel Ford, Christina Ashley 
Ford

March 23, 7:24 a.m., 
2100 300 Ave., Keven 
Lockwood

Reports
March 24, 6:16 p.m., 

301 W. Sixth St., theft
March 16, 5:33 p.m., 

208 W. Fifth St., domestic 
disturbance

March 14, 6:23 p.m., 109 
E. First St., harassment

March 16, 11:15 p.m., 
102 N. Cedar St., domestic 
disturbance

March 18, 6:59 p.m., 
100 Dakota Dr., theft

March 20, 10:17 a.m., 
109 E. First St., battery

Arrests
March 24, 8:29 p.m., 

201 SE Railway Ave., Kyle 
Dean Pruyn Jr., parole vio-
lation, failure to appear

March 24, 10:51 a.m., 
211 E. Fifth St., Joshua 

Loring Goodman Krinhop, 
failure to appear

March 20, 10:30 p.m., 
109 E. First St., Brandi Jo 
Reed, battery on a law en-
forcement officer

March 23, 5 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Sandra Ann 
McMillan, distribution of 
heroin/certain stimulants; 
possession of opiate opi-
um, narcotic or certain 
stimulant; possession of 
opiate opium, narcotic 
or certain stimulant; pos-
session of paraphernalia 
with intent to manufac-
ture, plant, cultivate a 
controlled substance; no 
drug tax stamp; use or 
possess with intent to use 
drug paraphernalia; pos-
session of marijuana

March 18, 8:14 p.m., 
105 W. Fifth St., Nevante 
Ali Javon Farris, theft

March 22, 5:44 p.m., 
109 E. First St., William 
Eugene Farley, failure to 
appear

March 20, 3:05 p.m., 
109 E. First St., Jerry 
Wayne Smith Jr., bond 
revocation

March 16, 12:15 a.m., 
109 E. First St., Charles 

Edward Griffith Jr., failure 
to appear

March 19, 8:17 p.m., 
901 E. Arnold St. No. 3, 
possession of opiate, opi-
um, narcotic or certain 
stimulant; use, possession 
with intent to use drug 
paraphernalia

March 16, 6:37 p.m., 
208 W. Fifth St., Brandon 
Lee Casey, battery

March 18, 7:15 a.m., 
109 E. First St., Jarrode 
Allen Walker, failure to 
appear; identity theft; 
criminal threat; theft by 
deception; criminal use of 
a financial card

March 17, 3:40 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Carlito Luis 
Morales, battery, criminal 
damage to property

March 15, 12:47 p.m., 
East First and North 
Brown streets, Richard 
Wayne Rhodes, failure to 
appear

March 16, 11:39 p.m., 
102 N. Cedar St., Edward 
Grant Hollomon, domes-
tic battery

March 14, 1:32 p.m., 
109 E. First St., Jeremy 
Michael Gerisch, failure to 
comply with a court order.

Law Enforcement Report

Tony Lee GreenmeyerTony Lee Greenmeyer
Jan. 11, 1966 - March 30, 2022Jan. 11, 1966 - March 30, 2022

Tony Lee Greenemeyer was 
born on Jan. 11, 1966, to David 
Greenemeyer, 
Jr and Mary 
Lou (Clore) 
Greenemeyer. 
Tony, passed 
away with 
p e a c e f u l l y 
with his broth-
er by his side 
on March 30, 
at Kenwood 
View Nursing 
Home in Salina. 

Tony was a jack of all trades 
when it came to work. He start-
ed working as a railroader with 
the Santa Fe Railroad, he also 
worked at the Marion State 
Highway Department, Salina 
Steel and ended with working 
for Holms Construction doing 
concrete work and building 
construction. 

Tony is survived by his 
brother Leslie Greenemeyer 
and his wife Colleen; of Sali-
na, sister Tracy Trego and her 
husband George, of Delaware; 
grandkids David, Gabriel 
Rose, and Caleb Greenemeyer; 
and stepchildren Jennifer and 
Jerome, Jr. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; brother, Kirk; sis-
ter, Tina; son, Eric; and signifi-
cant other, Cathy ‘Cat’. 

Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, 
Herington Chapel is serving 
the family. 

Private family services are 
planned at a later date. Memo-
rial contributions may be made 
to Hospice of Salina, 703 Hol-
ly Lane, Salina, KS 67401

Anita Marie HummelAnita Marie Hummel
May 15, 1941 - March 26, 2022May 15, 1941 - March 26, 2022

Anita Marie Hummel, 80, a 
resident of rural Hope, Kansas 
passed away at 
3 p.m. Satur-
day, March 26, 
2022, at Me-
morial Hospi-
tal in Abilene.

Anita was 
born May 15, 
1941 at home 
in Hope, the 
daughter of 
Joseph Fred-
erick and 
Irene Grace Hinkle Altmann.  

Anita grew up in the small 
town of Hope and attended all 
her years of schooling there. 
She graduated from high 
school in 1959. 

On June 12, 1960 she was 
united in marriage to Charles 
W. Hummel at The First 
Christian Church in Hope. He 
preceded her in death on Sat-
urday, April 5, 2014 at 3 p.m. 
They built their life on the 
family farm and raised two 
children, Roger and Robin.  

Anita stayed at home while 
the children were young and 
in 1975, started her career at 
the Hope Coop as bookkeep-
er, where she worked for 28 
years, watching the compa-
ny grow and expand to North 
Central Kansas Coop. She re-
tired in May 2003.

Anita managed the books 
and affairs of the family farm 
for as long as can be remem-
bered, she never retired from 
this job. She excelled at being 
the Chief Bean Counter and 
Fierce Contender of Finances 
when it came to her home and 
farm. Hummel Farms, LLC is 
now in its fourth generation of 
farming. 

Anita was a member of 
the Lyona United Methodist 
Church. She served as M.Y.F. 
sponsor, UMW, Board of 
Trustees, Pastor Parish Re-
lations, helped with the par-
sonage remodeling, directed 
the Valley Singers choir, sang 
in the Cantata, orchestrated 
the making of homemade ice 
cream for the Annual Ground 
Hog Supper and so much 
more. 

Anita also served on the 
TCT board of directors for 
12 years, Dickinson County 
Extension Council, was 4-H 
Club Leader for the Mt. Ayr 
Go-Getters,  served on En-
terprise Estates board, mem-
ber of the Abilene Christian 
Women’s Club, EEU, Women 
of Woodbine, and a member of 
Dickinson County Rural Life 
for over 60 years.

Anita loved to be active in 
her community, but she espe-
cially loved being active with 
her family. 

She coordinated and planned 
the annual Hummel fami-
ly trip, spent countless hours 
teaching all her grandchildren 
how to bake and also to cook 
a nutritious, colorful meal. 
She loved her gardens and 
her flowers, loved going on 
bus trips (sometimes twice a 
year) and marveled at any cat-
tle show, dog show, ball game, 
concert, banquet, etc. that her 
grandchildren were involved 
in. She was a proud Grandma 
indeed.  She was a sister, aunt, 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and friend 
to her loving family.     

In 2012, Charles and Anita 
were awarded Class of 2012 
Master Farmer Master Farm 
Homemaker Award. This 
award was very important to 
Anita as she was committed to 
life on the farm and the impor-
tance of being caretaker of the 
land. 

Anita is survived by her 
son, Roger Hummel and wife 
Sheila Hasselman Hummel of 
rural Hope; her daughter, Rob-
in Hummel Volkman and hus-
band Darrin Volkman of rural 
Hope; grandchildren, Ryan 
Hummel and wife Jackie, Jill 
Krier and husband Zach, Ty-
ler Hummel and fiancé Erin, 
Kyle Hummel, Justin Volk-
man and Kyanna Volkman; 
great-grandchildren, Kale 
Hummel and Camden Krier; 
two sisters, Betty Schlesener 
of Hope and Nancy Rogers 
and husband Don of Califor-
nia. 

She was preceded in death 
by an infant sister Shirley, 
her parents Joe and Irene, and 
husband Charles.  

Funeral services were April 
5 with Pastor Kris Brinlee 

officiating. Burial was at the 
Lyona Cemetery at 1850 Wolf 
Road, Junction City. 

Memorials may be given 
to Lyona United Method-
ist Church or to the Dickin-
son County 4-H Foundation. 
Memorials may be dropped 
off at Danner Funeral Home 
or mailed to Danner Funer-
al Home, 501 N. Buckeye, 
Abilene, KS 67410. Online 
condolences may be sent to 
www.dannerfuneralhome.net.

Donald D. McMahanDonald D. McMahan
July 18, 1936 - March 24, 2022July 18, 1936 - March 24, 2022

Donald D. McMahan, 85 
of Abilene, 
passed away 
March 24, 
2022 at 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital in 
Abilene. He 
was born 
July 18, 
1936, the 
son of David 
and Rosa 
(Stroth) McMahan. 

On Nov. 6, 1955 he was 
united in marriage to Ardis 
Pschigoda at the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church.  

Don worked as a farmer and 
carpenter, building houses in 
the Dickinson County area. 

Don is survived by his lov-
ing wife Ardis, of the home; 
one son, Rex and wife Susan 
of Hope; one daughter, Chris-
tine Wells and husband Craig; 
eight grandchildren Chantelle 
(Billy) Arnold, KC (Annessa) 
Conine, Jay (Becky) Conine, 
Cody (Megan) McMahan, 
Kendra (Jeff) Mein, Cass 
(Crysta) McMahan, Rayna 
(Randy) Novak, Carrie (La-
teef) Dowdell; 21 great-grand-
children and four great-great 
grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, and a son, Daniel 
Lee McMahan.  

The family has chosen cre-
mation. A private family inurn-
ment will take place at a later 
date. The family suggests me-
morials be given to Ebenezer 
Baptist Church of Abilene. 
Memorials may be dropped 
off or mailed to Martin-Beck-
er-Carlson Funeral Home, 414 
NW Third St., Abilene ,KS 
67410.  Online condolences 
may be sent to www.martin-
beckercarlson.com 

Lori Jo (Otis) SpurgeonLori Jo (Otis) Spurgeon
March 12, 1966 - March 3, 2022March 12, 1966 - March 3, 2022

Lori Jo 
(Otis) Spur-
geon passed 
away Thurs-
day, March 
3, 2022, after 
battling cancer 
for the third 
time. 

Lori was 
born to Fran 
(Fisher) and 
Charles Otis 
on March 12, 1966, in Her-
ington, Kansas. 

Lori grew up in Herington 
and graduated as salutatorian 
from Herington High School in 

1984 where she played tennis 
and basketball all four years. 
Lori graduated from Washburn 
University, in Topeka, sum 
cum laude with dual degrees in 
journalism and history in 1989.  
At Washburn, Lori was a mem-
ber of the Kappa Alpha Theta 
sorority, where she served as 
president in her senior year. 
While at Washburn, Lori was 
a member of Nonoso and was 
copy editor and staff writer for 
the Washburn Review. 

After college, Lori worked 
for a short time as the copy 
editor for a small newspaper 
in Lebanon, Missouri.  Then, 
Lori worked for 10 years as a 
community relations coordi-
nator for St. John’s Regional 
Medical Center in Joplin, Mis-
souri.  More recently — after 
deciding to stay at home to 
raise her daughters, Erin and 
Megan, through their forma-
tive years — Lori returned 
to work, first as a substitute 
teacher in Rio Rancho Public 
School district, then as a his-
tory teacher at Mountain View 
Middle School. 

Lori married Larry Spurgeon 
in Topeka, in July of 1989, and 
enjoyed 11 years of married life 
before she delivered the first of 
her biggest blessings into this 
world, Erin, 22. Erin Elizabeth 
was born in Joplin, and flour-
ished as the family relocated to 
Texas, New York and, finally, 
beautiful New Mexico. Erin is 
a Senior at UNM and sched-
uled to graduate with a double 
degree, like her mother, in De-
cember 2022.

 Megan Elizabeth is a true 
New Mexican born in Albu-
querque, who Lori has moth-
ered into a fine young lady. She 
is now a sophomore at V Sue 
Cleveland High School in Rio 
Rancho. Both Erin and Megan 
have played tennis in High 
School, just like their mother. 

They were the primary fo-
cus of Lori’s life – sharing 
kindness, smiles and laughter 
on a daily basis. Lori cradled 
her daughters with unrelenting 
love and unending kindness.

Over her life, Lori lived in 
Kansas, Missouri, Texas, New 
York and New Mexico.  She 
was able to see many great 
corners of the United States, 
from the rocky beaches of 
Maine to sandy ones in South-
ern California. Lori visited 
both Disney World and Dis-
ney Land. She enjoyed trav-
eling to several international 
destinations like Niagara Falls 
Canada, Matamoras, Mexi-
co and Ghent, Belgium.  Lori 
loved planting spring annuals 
and maintaining her beautiful 
roses.  

Lori is survived by her hus-
band Larry; daughters Erin and 
Megan, all of Rio Rancho New 
Mexico; her sister Pam and 
husband Chris Molz of Olathe, 
Kansas; her sister Kristi and 
husband Matt Kling; nephew 
Henry and niece Natalie Kling 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
and her mother Fran Otis of 
Herington.  Lori was preceded 
in death by her father, Charles 
Otis, God Bless their souls.  

Lori was a wonderful wife 
and mother and always known 
as a kind and gentle person 
with recognizable character 
and charm.  She will be dear-
ly missed but remembered 
through the memories of all 
the people whose lives she has 
touched.  Lori was an Angel on 
earth, and now in Heaven.

Florence M. SteelyFlorence M. Steely
July 15, 1926 - March 28, 2022July 15, 1926 - March 28, 2022

Florence M. Steely, 95, 
of McPher-
son, Kansas 
passed away 
on March 
28, 2022, 
at Hutchin-
son Region-
al Medical 
Center.

She was 
born July 15, 
1926, at the 
family home near White City, 
Kansas, the daughter of Fred 
A. and Orlena (Kohls) Her-
pich.  Florence was a gradu-
ate of Woodbine High School, 
Woodbine, Kansas with the 
class of 1945.

 Upon graduation, Florence 
went to work with Dr. Emig, 
an optometrist, as an optome-
trist assistant in Herington. It 
was during her employment 
with Dr. Emig that this young, 
handsome man came in for an 
appointment. Glenn B. Steely 
was that young man who be-
came her life partner. Glenn 
and Florence were married on 
October 3, 1948, at St. Johns 
Lutheran Church, White City.

Through the years of their 
married life, they lived in sev-
eral states due to Glenn’s var-
ious business activities. Flor-
ence was never without a job 
very long, even with the vari-
ous moves. 

She was very good at fit-
ting and adjusting glasses and 
would work for numerous op-
tometrists, finally retiring from 
this work at the age of 82. She 
and Glenn enjoyed extensive 
travel on their own, with bus 
trips, and the highlight being 
able to travel to Russia and 
Finland.

 During her later years, she 
spent much time oil painting, 
being self-taught by Bob Ross 
books, especially in nursing 
homes with residents observing.

 Survivors include her lov-
ing and devoted companion 
and best friend, JD the cat; one 
brother, Fred L. Herpich; one 
sister, Elvera Wehmeier; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, her parents, and 
one nephew.

Funeral services were April 
2 at Stockham Family Funeral 
Home. Burial was at McPher-
son Cemetery.

Memorial donations may 
be given to McPherson Coun-
ty Humane Society in care 
of Stockham Family Funeral 
Home, 205 North Chestnut, 
McPherson, KS 67460.  Per-
sonal condolences may be sent 
to the family at www.stock-
hamfamily.com.

ANITA MARIE 
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Special to the DCNT
 
Strength training is no 

longer just for bodybuilders. 
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy is 
an eight-week, 16-session, 
evidence-based strength 
training program designed 
for older adults who want to 
improve their quality of life 
and stay active. 

Classes are starting soon 
in Chapman and Woodbine.

Over the course of the 
program, participants will 
increase their strength and 
improve balance. When the 
eight weeks are over people 
can continue the strength 
training program in the 
comfort of your home or 
with a group. 

Benefits strength training: 
• Increases muscle 

strength 
• Improves balance 
• Enhances flexibility 
• Strengthens bones 
• Relieves arthritis 
• Helps control weight 
• Lifts depression 
• Reduces stress 

• Reduces risks for heart 
disease Stay Strong, Stay 
Healthy classes include: 

• Warm-up exercises 
• Eight strengthening 

exercises, with or without 
hand and ankle weights 

• Cool-down stretches 
Weights will be avail-

able on-site, and a trained 
instructor will help people 
learn and do these exercis-
es safely. 

Sessions are Mondays 
and Wednesdays beginning 
April 25. In Chapman they 
are 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Chapman Senior Center. In 
Woodbine, they meet at 8:30 
a.m. at the United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall.

The cost is $20 but $10 
scholarships are available to 
everyone who participates. 
Participants ar encouraged 
to do the exercises three 
times per week. Some Fri-
day classes may occur. 

Call (785) 263-2001 or 
email renaer@ksu.edu for 
more information or to 
register. 

Classes offered 
for older adults

TONY GREENMEYER



By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is 
the second in a series of five 
articles about the agents who 
work at the K-State Research 
and Extension — Chisholm 
Trail District, Dickinson 
County. Extension programs 
present information related 
to a myriad of topics includ-
ing agriculture, youth devel-
opment, healthy living, and 
more. The agents in this series 
can present at places such as 
schools, club meetings, and 
senior centers. To learn more 
about extension programs call 
(785) 263-2001.

Health and wellness in-
corporate more than just diet 
and exercise. It’s about men-
tal, physical, and emotional 
health, sleep, food safety, nu-
trition, stress, and more.

It’s the wide-ranging scope 
of the topic that drives Mirna 
Bonilla’s passion as the Com-
munity Health and Wellness 
Agent in Dickinson County.

“I think it’s just working 
with people and realizing 

that there's so many different 
components to our lives,” 
she said. “A lot of the time I 
can be telling you informa-
tion about food safety, about 
nutrition, but if your life is 
in chaos at that moment and 
your emotional well-being is 
not where it needs to be — 
nothing is going to stick.”

Bonilla tries to help peo-
ple see how all the health 
and wellness components are 
connected. 

“Many times we focus so 
much physical health, mak-
ing sure you get out and make 
sure that you're incorporating 
daily exercise,” she said. “But 
I think a lot of the times we 
forget that we also need to 
be exercising our brains, we 
also need to make sure that 
we have the emotional well 
being.”

Raised in Liberal, Bonil-
la earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees at Kansas 
State University and returned 
to Liberal for the extension 
agent position, which opened 
in Seward County. 

When she accepted the po-
sition, she had no idea about 

Extension. However, the as-
sistant dean of student life 
had heard about the job, knew 
Bonilla was from that area 
and that her degrees in family 
studies and human services, 
and family and community 
service would make her a 
good fit.

She was there for about 
two and a half years and 
loved the work but wanted to 
go home — to her new home 
in Manhattan.

As luck would have it 
the Chisholm Trail position 
opened. She jumped right in, 
started setting up her office 

and getting ready to start in a 
new community — five days 
later the pandemic sent her 
and everyone else home and 
she was completely remote.

“I was really fortunate 
because coming from 
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Thursday
April 7

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but ap-
pointments are neces-
sary for a 15-minute ses-
sion. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

9 a.m. Spring story 
time, Ralph and Izzy’s 
Coffee Shop, Herington

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

Friday
April 8

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Taste of 
Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Saturday
April 9 

Flint Hills 2nd Annual 
NASP/IBO Spring Bor-
der Battle 3-D Champi-
onship, Herington

Sunday
April 10

2 p.m. Spring Tomb-
stone Talks, Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, south of En-
terprise on Highway 43.

Monday
April 11

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

7 p.m. Centre school 
board meeting

7 p.m. Chapman 
school board meeting

7 p.m. Rural Vista 
school board meeting

7 p.m. Solomon 
school board meeting

Tuesday
April 12

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6:30 p.m. VFW and 
Auxiliary meetings, 
Post 1281, 101 E. Main, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

Thursday
April 14

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but ap-
pointments are neces-
sary for a 15-minute ses-
sion. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

9 a.m. Spring story 
time, Herington library.

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine 
Cafe

Kay’s 
Pharmacy
Kay Brunner Pharm. D.
David Rziha Pharm. D.

Catarina Rziha
Pharm. D.

Laura Ensey Pharm. D.
785-258-3703
2 West Main
Herington

“Your RX Experts”

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Special to the DCNT

Topeka, KS — Represen-
tative John Barker filed for 
re-election to the Kansas 
House of  Representatives 
serving the 70th District.  

“I am honored to serve my 
district in the Kansas House,” 
Barker said. “During  my 
time in the legislature, I have 
worked closely with Kan-
sans to champion the issues 
that  matter to them. Abilene 

and the surrounding areas 
have much to be proud of, 
as well as unique concerns, 
perspectives, and goals that 
should be well-represented 
by a strong voice in Topeka. I  
look forward to continuing to 
serve my state, and especial-
ly my friends and neighbors 
from  across Dickinson and 
Marion counties, in Topeka.” 

Barker was first elected 
to the  Kansas House of 
Representatives in 2013. 

He is a veteran of the 
United States Army and 
a  retired judge in the 8th 
Judicial District. Repre-
sentative Barker current-
ly serves as Chair of the  
House Federal and State 
Affairs Committee, Chair 
of the House Investigative 
Committee, and as  a mem-
ber of the Redistricting, 
Legislative Post Audit, and 
Health and Human Ser-
vices committees.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Dickinson County depart-
ments that were temporarily 
located in the Abilene Civic 
Center moved back to the 
courthouse on April 4 and 5.

Departments that re-
turned were the county 
clerk, treasurer, register of 
deeds, appraiser, emergen-
cy management and glob-
al information services/
information technology. 

The planning and zon-
ing department also will 
return to the courthouse 
after temporarily being 
located at the Dickinson 

County Transfer Station. 
Dickinson County Admin-
istration will move back 
into the courthouse from 
its temporary headquar-
ters in the sheriff’s office.

The courthouse has 
been undergoing an exten-
sive remodeling process 
since February 2021, fol-
lowing the construction of 
the new jail and sheriff’s 
department. The project 
was approved by Dickin-
son County voters in Au-
gust 2018 and construc-
tion began in 2019.

An open house will be 
scheduled in the coming 
weeks after the remodeled 
building is totally finished. 

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

A robing ceremony for 
Dickinson County Dis-
trict Court Magistrate 
Judge Neal Gugler is 
scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 15 in Court-
room 1 of the Dickinson 
County Courthouse, 109 
E. First Street.

The public is invited to 
attend.

The Dickinson County 
District Court Clerk’s office 
will be closed from 1 to 3:30 
p.m. that day to allow court 
staff to attend the ceremony.

Courtroom 1 is on the sec-
ond floor of the courthouse. 
Social distancing rules will 
be observed.

For those unable to attend, 
the ceremony can be viewed 
on Zoom. The Zoom link is 
Launch Meeting – Zoom. 
Meeting ID: 817 4876 8738; 
Passcode: 586851.

Gugler was appointed 
magistrate judge of the 8th 
Judicial District on March 
3 by the judicial district’s 
nominating commission, 
following public interviews.

Gugler, who is a Chap-
man resident, was an inves-
tigator for the Kansas Bu-
reau of Investigation.

The vacancy was creat-
ed when former Magistrate 
Judge Keith Collett was 
sworn in as an 8th Judicial 
District judge in October.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Several Dickinson Coun-
ty candidates have filed 
in recent days for open 
precinct committee posi-
tions and township offic-
es, according to Dickinson 
County Clerk/Election Of-
ficer Jeanne Livingston.

In Abilene Ward 4-1, Re-
publican Ryan Weeks has 
filed for precinct committee-
man and Republican Julie 

Roller Weeks has filed for 
precinct committeewoman.

In Center Township, Re-
publican Paul Froelich of 
Enterprise has filed for pre-
cinct committeeman.

Kenny Longhofer, a rural 
Chapman Republican, has 
filed for Logan Township 
clerk.

A number of positions are 
open in Dickinson Coun-
ty, including commission 
district 1, unexpired terms 
for the county clerk and 
register of deeds, all town-

ship clerks, precinct com-
mitteemen and women and 
city leadership positions in 
Chapman, Herington and 
Woodbine.

The filing deadline for all 
offices is noon on June 1. 
Also, June 1 is the last day 
for voters to change party af-
filiation before the primary. 

For more information 
about filing for office, voter 
registration and other elec-
tion questions, contact the 
Dickinson County Clerk’s 
office at (785) 263-3774. 

Special to the DCNT
 
Registration for the Amer-

ican Legion Boys State of 
Kansas 2022 session is open 
and will continue through the 
end of May, pending space 
availability. The 84th edition 
of the program is scheduled 
to be held June 5 through 11, 
at Kansas State University in 
Manhattan.

Traditionally, Kansas Boys 
State is for individuals who 
complete their junior year of 
high school in the spring just 
prior to the start of each ses-
sion. However, the ALBSK 
program has expanded the 
pool of registrants for this 
year’s session to include those 
who will complete their soph-
omore year of high school this 
spring.

The American Legion 
Boys State of Kansas pro-
gram provides a interactive, 
problem-solving experience 
in leadership and teamwork 
that develops self-identity, 
promotes mutual respect and 
instills civic responsibility to 
inculcate a sense of individ-
ual obligation to community, 
state and nation. Boys State 
is a “learning by doing” po-
litical exercise that simulates 
elections, political parties and 
government at the state, coun-
ty and local levels, providing 
opportunities to lead under 
pressure, showcasing charac-
ter and working effectively 
within a team. 

It’s also an opportunity to 
gain pride and respect for 
government, and the price 
paid by members of the mil-

itary to preserve democracy.
Those wishing to attend the 

program should visit ksbstate.
org to register. In addition, 
anyone can nominate individ-
uals to attend Kansas Boys 
State by going to ksbstate.
org/nominate and submit the 
nomination form. You can 
also submit nominees for fu-
ture years as well.

The cost to attend Boys 
State is $350; however, spon-
sors often pay the majority of 
the fees, with the delegate or 
his family paying $50.

Potential sponsors, such as 
American Legion posts, civ-
ic organizations, businesses, 
clubs and interested individ-
uals, or those with questions, 
should contact the ALBSK 
at info.1937@ksbstate.org or 
(785) 550-6492.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator 

 
Maxine Koffman has 

a lot of fond memories 
from her 25 years working 
in the Dickinson County 
Courthouse.  

After nearly 19 years in 
the motor vehicle/treasur-
er’s department and the 
last six with the sheriff’s 
department, Koffman will 
retire at the end of March.  

With her smile and 
sunny disposition, Max-
ine Koffman has bright-
ened both visitors’ and 
co-workers’ days at the 
courthouse since she 
walked in the door on Feb. 
3, 1997.  

“The tag office (motor 
vehicle) and the treasur-
er’s office were separate in 
those days,” Koffman said. 

“Motor vehicle was in the 
basement where emergen-
cy management is.”

Although separate, but 
still part of the treasurer’s 
office, motor vehicle staff 
helped out — especially 
during tax time.  

“They would send 
down statements for us 
to fold, open up the mail 
for payments and do other 
things,” she said.  

“We were always called 
the dungeon dwellers be-
cause it was just us (mo-
tor vehicle), the apprais-
er’s office, the landfill 
and 911,” she said with a 
laugh. “We used to have 
little  competitions be-
tween the offices — ex-
cept for 911 because they 
were always busy — to  
make the days go faster.”  

Meet the agents
Extension connects dots of wellness

Courtesy photo
Mirna Bonilla, Community Health and Wellness Agent in Dickinson County, 
films a video about healthy cooking for K-State Research and Extension — 
Chisholm Trail District, Dickinson County.

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo  
After 25 years with Dickinson County, Maxine Koffman,   
the sheriff’s department receptionist and previously with 
the treasurer’s department, will retired March 31. 

Koffman retires 
after 25 years

Barker files for re-election

Candidates throw hat in ring

Robing ceremony planned 
for new magistrate judge

See BONILLA  P. 7

Offices return 
to courthouse

See KOFFMAN P. 7 Registration for Boys 
State 2022 now open



By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
HE SKIPPED OUT — 

On last 
Thursday 
e v e n i n g , 
one of 
the per-
f o r m e r s 
with Dr. 
B u n c e ’ s 
company 
that was 
p l a y i n g 
in our op-
era house, absconded with 
a trunk full of wardrobe 
and a banjo belonging to 
the doctor. He got out a 
warrant for his arrest and, 
in company with marshal 

Keller, went to Marion and 
arrested a fellow named 
Brennan and brought him 
back. The case was dis-
missed on Brennan turning 
over the goods to the doc-
tor, after which he returned 
to Marion and joined an-
other outfit that was show-
ing there.

100 years ago, 1922
 PENNEY’S TO OPEN 

STORE — For more than 
a year, the J. C. Penney 
Co., of New York City, 
has been paying rent on 
the fine storeroom ad-
joining the Scott Co. de-
partment store, and lately 
the owner, B. L. Thomp-
son has been hurrying 
the placing of a high-
class modern front and 

the finish of the interior. 
Wednesday, A. M. Ehly 
and R. E. Cain of the Pen-
ney Store at Enid, Okla-
homa were in town to 
look over the room and to 
meet with the managers of 
other western stores. Mr. 
Cain will be the manager 
of the Herington store and 
will purchase the opening 
stock which is expected 
to begin arriving early in 
July and he plans to open 
for business on or before 
August 1st.  Cain and his 
wife and son will move 
here by July. The Penney 
Co. has six stores in Kan-
sas and are opening up six 

more, including the Her-
ington store.

75 years ago, 1947
KELCH OPENS 

DRIVE-IN MARKET 
— Another drive-in food 
market was opened in 
Herington last week when 
A. C. Kelch opened the 
Kelch Drive-In Market 
on South Fifth street lo-
cated in the north end of 
the Kelch Skating Rink. 
The store will carry a 
complete line of fresh 
meats, groceries, fresh 
fruits and vegetables and 
will be open evenings and 
Sundays. Mr. Kelch is 
no newcomer to the gro-
cery business. In 1931, 
he and Ernest Johnson 
started the J-K Market 

which they operated sev-
eral years. He was then 
employed at the Peter Pan 
store and worked at the 
Herington Cooperative 
from 1942 to 1943 when 
he accepted a position at 
the Herington Airbase. 
Since his termination at 
the airbase, he has been 
spending the majority of 
his time building and op-
erating the Kelch Skating 
Rink.

50 years ago, 1972
ANDERSON-OXAN-

DALE PURCHASED 
BY HAMM — Ander-
son-Oxendale Rock 
Co., of Herington has 
been sold to Norman R. 
Hamm of Perry, Kansas. 
More than a million dol-

lars was involved in the 
transaction. According 
to Harold Oxandale, Mr. 
Hamm plans to keep all 
the employees presently 
employed by his compa-
ny. In 1945, Paul Ander-
son of Holton, and Har-
old and George Oxandale 
organized and started 
their company. Harold 
Oxandale moved to Her-
ington in 1950 to manage 
the operation of the com-
pany. In the 37 years of 
existence, the company 
has grown to one of the 
biggest rock companies 
in Kansas.

Herington Historical 
Society & Museum, 800 
S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“That skiff of snow 
w a s n ’ t 
e n o u g h 
to bring 
the ‘new’ 
s l e i g h 
out of the 
barn.”

U n -
certain if 
t h e r e ’ d 
even been 
s u f f i -
cient white stuff whether 
Maggie would have been 
hooked.  Still oh what fun 

it will be when that time 
comes.

Several friends had been 
on the lookout for a sleigh 
and finally one was located 
in South Carolina. After de-
scribing the antique sleigh, 
relating the cost and oppor-
tunities for delivery to Kan-
sas, approval was given for 
purchase.

First off, one-horse open 
sleighs like pictured on re-
cord covers for the Christ-
mas song are “hot com-
modities.” While supply is 
somewhat limited, they are 
actually available all across 
the country.

Quality is widely varied, 
but everyone has a very 
high cost. The one to be 
purchased was at the lowest 
end of other printed asking 
prices.

When picking up the 
“new” sleigh, first sight 
was rather disappointing 
compared to what had 
been envisioned. There 
was little resemblance of 
other advertised sleighs, 
one like Santa Claus has, 

and some displayed during 
Christmas holidays.

Still, the antique sleigh 
was in good shape con-
sidering how old it could 
possibly be. 

Everything is timeworn 
but ready to use includ-
ing the shafts which alone 
sometimes are expensive. 
Scratched and frayed, 
paint is original; import-
ant to collectors.

“You don’t have to take 
it, and then I’ll just keep 
it myself,” said the friend 
who’d acquired the sleigh. 

Without much contem-
plation, check was writ-

ten, sleigh loaded in the 
12-foot horse-stock trail-
er, brought to the ranch, 
and into storage.

“You really need that like 
a hole in the head,” nobody 
said, but it could have been 
thought. Still few people 
have a one-horse open 
sleigh and majority of those 
who do never hook it to a 
horse.

This one will definitely 
be hooked to Maggie when 
the snow is just right. Of 
course, the driver must get 
the ambition to do so.

With extreme caution, 
Maggie has been trained 

to pull horse vehicles 
during the past sever-
al months. Most who’ve 
seen her horseshow she-
nanigans wouldn’t be-
lieve she’d make a driv-
ing horse.

To the contrary, Mag-
gie took right to the new 
task becoming enjoyable 
to drive pulling the high-
wheeled cart. She has 
yet to be hooked to the 
fringe-topped carriage.

Reminded of Solomon 
3:8: “The manager had 
a sleigh built from fine 
lumber and lined with 
fabric.”

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

The Shrek movies fill our television 
screen when the grands are in town. I can 
always tell when they 
get to the second one be-
cause our youngest starts 
quoting Donkey on every 
car ride. “Are we there 
yet? Are we there yet?” 
becomes her constant re-
frain.  

I am adept at ignoring 
it for the first twenty 
or thirty minutes, then 
I start with the snappy 
comebacks that do not 
deter. Finally, I come to my senses and try 
to find ways to help her forget the movie 
and focus on the journey with a preschool 
version of I-spy. Suddenly she is taking 
in all the sights and sounds of the world 
around us as we travel.

Donkey’s words and hers ring in my 
mind as I move through Lent and plan for 
Palm Sunday and Easter. There is much for 
a preacher to prepare. Church goers will ex-
pect something extra special full of splen-
dor and pageantry on these special days.  

Lent is coming to an end.  Sunday, 
palms will be waved, children will 

march, choirs will sing, and stories will 
be told of Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. Then everyone will get busy. 
There will be eggs to dye, baskets to fill, 
goodies to hide, meals to prepare, and so 
much more. We seem to sail right through 
Holy Week rushing from Palm Sunday to 
Easter.  “Are we there yet?” becomes our 
mantra. 

Next week is important. There is much 
to experience between Jesus’ triumphant 
entry to His resurrection. I want pay 
attention to Jesus’ journey. I choose to 
see the garden, lean into the fear of his 
arrest, follow the crowds up the hill, 
mourn at the cross, turn away from the 
tomb and experience the depth of sor-
row during the darkness; for only when 
I face the finality of death, will fully 
embrace to power of the resurrection.   
Luke 22:14-23:56

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Holy Week

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

New sleigh still horseless

New businesses come to town, change hands

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
Graduation recitals will 

be present 
by Verna 
Baer, a 
violin stu-
dent of Mr. 
Engwicht, 
and Miss 
Ramsey’s 
piano stu-
d e n t s , 
Imogene 
A l t w e g g 
and Ruth Bertsch. 

Verna also won the 
Fourth District American 
Legion Oratorical Contest 
held that year.  Verna Baer 

Ottsmeir moved to Cali-
fornia. Imogene Altwegg 
Caughron lives near Chap-
man.  Ruth Bertsch Glatt 
lived near Enterprise and 
then moved to Kansas City. 
She is now deceased.

50 years ago, 1972
A Dickinson County 

farmer died late Saturday 
in a Topeka hospital where 
he was admitted for treat-
ment of severe injuries suf-
fered when a horse, he was 
riding fell on him. Charlie 
Potter, of Chapman was 
transferred to the Tope-
ka hospital from Abilene 
hospital. Neighbors said 
Potter was attempting to 
herd several calves into a 
pen on his farm when one 

of the calves broke loose. 
As Potter attempted to go 
after the calf, his horse 
stumbled and fell end over 
end and Potter was caught 
underneath.

Many of us remember 
this sad accident.  More 
recently we remember 
how we came to know his 
wife, Bernie Potter and 
her stories of riding hors-
es and working the cat-
tle.  She would talk fondly 
of “Potter” and the Sand 
Cranes of Nebraska.  Ber-

nie passed away about four 
years ago but left behind 
many stories and memories 
that we all enjoyed.

25 years ago, 1997
The third annual St 

Patrick’s Parade event, 
postponed from earlier 
because of weather, was 
well attended as usual. 
Kids from the Honey-tree 
Preschool were among the 
numerous eager little ones 
who were focusing on the 
candy and gum tossed by 
the marchers.  Several local 
political hopefuls made 
the best of the opportunity 
to meet and greet some 
voters, and the local FBS 
(Full-Blooded Irish) rode 
in the parade. School and 

city officials also took part. 
Former mayor, Dale (O’) 
Relihan, as green-blooded 
as anyone (except, perhaps, 
when his blood is running 
K-State purple), showed 
plenty of happy Irish spirit 
while marching.

This year Chapman had 
another successful St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade!  Great 
community involvement 
including the schools and 
businesses!  Way to go, 
Irish!

10 years ago, 2012
Wanda Murphy of 

Chapman will celebrate 
her 90th birthday with an 
open house for family and 
friends at the Chapman 
United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall. Host-
ing the celebration are her 
children and their spouses, 
Jerry Murphy, Janet Meyer 
and Kevin Murphy.

Wanda celebrated her 
99th birthday with a card 
shower in 2021.  She 
passed away this past De-
cember just 4 months shy 
of her 100th birthday.  She 
always came in the Senior 
Center with a beautiful 
smile and a big hug!

Quote of the week   “Dif-
ference between school 
and life?  School teaches 
you lessons and then gives 
you a test.  Life gives you a 
test and you learn the les-
sons.” ~Author unknown                            
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

Farmer dies after fall from horse
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First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service

Our Redeemer Lutheran
802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor 
our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, con-
tact us at 785-366-6186 or email 
dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Friday, April 8
Fish Sticks or Chicken 
Strips, Mashed Potatoes 
& Gravy, Green Beans, 
Peaches, Wheat Roll
Monday, April 11
Baked Ham, AuGra-
tin Potatoes, Broccoli, 
Mixed Fruit, Biscuit
Tuesday, April 12
Roast Beef, Mashed Po-
tatoes & Gravy, Peas, 
Pineapple, Wheat Roll

Wednesday, April 13
Polish Sausage on Bun 
Sauerkraut, Tater Tots, 
Corn, Peaches
Thursday, April 14
Sloppy Jo Casserole, 
Tossed Salad, Cinnamon 
Baked Apples, Wheat 
Bread

Friday, April 8
Little Smokies or Baked 
Fish, Potato Wedges, 
Tomato Slices, Hot Roll, 
Fruit
Monday, April 11
Hamburger on Bun Let-
tuce & Tomato, Red 
Bean Salad, Fruit
Tuesday, April 12
Polish Sausage Kraut, 
Mashed Potatoes, Wheat 
Roll, Fruit

Wednesday, April 13
Easter Dinner ~ Pork 
Roast, Mashed and Gra-
vy, Green Bean Casse-
role, Wheat Roll, Pineap-
ple Upside Down Cake

Thursday, April 14
Spaghetti with Meat 
Sauce, Tossed Salad, 
Garlic Bread, Fruit

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule
appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

All the Comforts
of  Home Heating
at  Its Best

Enjoy warmth and convenience Enjoy warmth and convenience 
you can count on all seasonyou can count on all season
with safe, reliable furnace. with safe, reliable furnace. 

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial • 24 HOUR SERVICE
Master Mechanical • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Buying a new appliance!
Planning home
improvements?

Call or visit us online

Shiloh Walter | Courtesy 
photo

Curtis Rider, left, accepts 
a retirement gift from 
Dickinson County Com-
missioner Ron Roller, 
right, during a reception 
honoring Rider for his 21 
years with the Road and 
Bridge department. Rider 
was honored Friday, 
March 25 for his 21 years 
working for the county. 
Co-workers and others 
gathered at the county 
shop for a retirement re-
ception where Dickinson 
County Commissioner 
Ron Roller presented 
Rider with a gift. Roller 
said he and the com-
mission, as well as the 
citizens, appreciated 
Rider’s dedication to the 
county. Roller also said 
he knows the department 
has a tough job with all 
the different things they 
deal with on a daily basis 
and thanked Rider for 
doing his part.

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Sgt. Joe Messer, center, was promoted to the rank of corrections department sergeant during the Thursday, March 
24 Dickinson County Commission meeting. At left is Sheriff Jerry Davis, at right is Capt. Stephen Kency, jail super-
visor. Davis conducted the ceremony. Also in attendance were Capt. Stephen Kency, jail supervisor, Messer’s wife 
and Undersheriff Brian Hornaday. Davis said Messer was filling the position that opened when Lt. Connie Jader-
borg was promoted to lieutenant two weeks ago. Messer said he appreciated the promotion and planned to be with 
the sheriff’s department for years to come. Hornaday noted that Messer was “absolute proof” of the sheriff’s intent 
to turn the corrections department into a “career-oriented department” where there’s room to progress.

By Gail Parsons 
DCNT News Editor

Herington city officials 
are looking for input from 
the community as they put 
together a comprehensive 
plan that will guide the city 
into the future.

“This plan will hold the 
city commission account-
able for the next genera-
tion,” said City Manager 
Branden Dross. 

The survey is available at 
https://polco.us/s3rkvq un-
til 5 p.m. April 12.

Following a March 30 
public meeting, Dross said 
people were submitting 
completed surveys online, 
but he was disappointed in 
the turnout at the meeting.

“We had close to about 
30 people for our lake mas-
ter plan meeting, which is 
such a small part of the city 
and when we talk about the 
whole city only 12 people 
show up,” he said.

Of those 12 most were 
city officials.

However, by the fol-
lowing afternoon he had 
received about 50 surveys 
back, which was encourag-
ing, he said. 

“I’m hoping we get 300, 
at least 300 so we can get 
some really good data,” he 
said. “I want people to be 
involved in this — this is 
their document. If there is a 
general consensus of some-
thing that people want to 
get done, and it’s a resound-
ing yes, then we’re going to 
have to do it somehow.”

Dross is hoping for a 
better turnout at the next 
public event scheduled 
for 5 to 8 pm. April 14 at 
the Herington Community 
Building, 810 S. Broad-
way. About a dozen stu-
dents from the University 
of Kansas who have been 
working on the compre-
hensive plan will be at the 
come-and-go event.

Rider retires after 21 years with county

Messer promoted to sergeant 

Residents asked to 
fill out on-line survey
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Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

or the district office at (785) 
983-4304. There will be no 
kindergarten class on Fri-
day, April 8.

A preschool open house 
will be held from 8:30 to 
3 p.m. April 8 for those 
students who will be four 
years old on or before Aug. 
31. Students and parents 
are encouraged to visit the 
school.

Citywide Citywide 
cleanup cleanup 
scheduledscheduled

Herington’s citywide 
cleanup is slated for April 
18 through 22. A roll-off 
dumpster will be available 
in the 800 block of Broad-
way to dispose of accept-
ed items. Accepted items 
are furniture, construction 
material under eight-foot 
and general non-food trash. 
Items that are not accepted 
are hazardous material, oil, 
point, tires, chemicals, food, 
trees, brush, grass, concrete, 
bricks, rocks and appliances. 
Trees, brush and grass can 

be taken to the city compost 
at the fairgrounds behind the 
demolition arena. There will 
be a separate container for 
scrap metal. 

City staff ask that if the 
bin is full to come back the 
following day.

City seeks inputCity seeks input
Herington city staff invite 

residents to a come-and-
go event from 5 to 8 pm. 
April 14 at the Herington 
Community Building, 810 
S. Broadway to share their 
thoughts on the best strat-
egies to move the city for-
ward. This is an opportuni-
ty for people to have their 
voice heard and contribute 
to the future of the city. 

Early childhood Early childhood 
screening  screening  
availableavailable

Developmental screen-
ings for children ages 
birth to five will be Friday, 
April 29 in Herington. The 
screening is provided free 

of charge and will assess 
cognitive, motor, language, 
and social development as 
well as provide hearing, vi-
sion, and dental screenings. 
Call (785) 258-3234 to 
schedule an appointment.

Parents and guardians 
with children who will turn 
four before Aug. 31 and are 
interested in the Little Rail-
ers Preschool program at the 
elementary school, should 
make an appointment for 
the screening. The screen-
ing is a required part of the 
application process for the 
program. There are fee and 
grant-based spots available 
in the program for those 
who qualify. Contact Mrs. 
Nelson or Dr. Morgan at the 
elementary school with any 
questions at 785-258-3234.

Spring session Spring session 
of storytime of storytime 
startsstarts

Spring storytime at the 
Herington Public Library 
will begin at 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 7. The first ses-

sion will be at Ralph and 
Izzy’s Coffee Shop. The 
remainder will be in the li-
brary basement. 

Kindergarten Kindergarten 
Round-Up set Round-Up set 
in Herington in Herington 

Kindergarten round-up 
in the Herington School 
District will be 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, April 28 
at Herington Elementary 
School. Children must be 
five years old on or before 
August 31 in order to attend 
Kindergarten next term.  

Prospective students and 
their parents are encouraged 
to attend kindergarten round-
up and become informed and 
prepared for their child’s din-
dergarten year. Each student 
will be given an assessment 
to indicate their level of read-
iness for kindergarten. The 
screening will focus on motor 
skills, concepts, social/emo-
tional skills and language.  

During the time the stu-
dent assessments are oc-

curring, parents will fill 
out enrollment forms and 
go over medical informa-
tion with the school nurse.  
Parents are asked to bring 
their child’s state-certified 
birth certificate, immuni-
zation records, and a re-
cent health assessment (if 
available).

Registration is required 
and people should call Her-
ington Elementary School 
at 785-258-3234 to confirm 
their appointment.  Current 
HES kindergarten students 
will have a regular school 
day with kindergarten con-
tinuing to be in session on 
Thursday, April 28.  

Program is Program is 
about grist millabout grist mill

The Dickinson County 
Genealogy Researchers will 
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
April 7, at the Dickinson 
County Heritage Center, 412 
South Campbell, Abilene. 
Joe Minick will present a 
program on the Hoffman 
Grist Mill recently re-estab-
lished in Enterprise in con-

junction with the Abilene 
and Smoky Valley Railroad.

City office City office 
closes closes 

Herington city offices 
will be closed on Friday, 
April 15 for a spring hol-
iday. Offices will resume 
regular business Monday, 
April 18.

Planning,  Planning,  
zoning clarifies zoning clarifies 
phone numberphone number

Anyone wishing to reach 
the Dickinson County Plan-
ning and Zoning Department 
and Director Tim Hamilton 
should call (785) 263-4464.

The county recently 
changed its phone service 
provider to Twin Valley 
Telephone so each depart-
ment only has one public 
line activated. 

In past years, the zoning 
department has had a differ-
ent number associated with 
it. That number is no longer 
in use. 

BRIEFS Continued from P. 1

services are held before we 
have another edition come 
out. Now — this informa-
tion will be posted on the 
website when we get it.

DCNT Online will be-
come your one-stop shop for 
all Dickinson County news. 
From Solomon to Chap-
man, Enterprise, Herington, 
Hope, and all the communi-
ties in-between, and even a 
little outside of our borders, 
we will have it covered. 
We’ll be able to include 
more information about city 
councils, school boards and 
all the other public meetings 
— events that we have been 
restricted by space to ade-
quately cover. 

Things that we never had 
space for in the print edition, 
we’ll be able to put online. 

Outside of the editori-
al department, our office 
manager is looking for-
ward to having control 
over the subscriber list. 
Now, if someone misses 
their paper, we are no lon-
ger the middleman trying 
to figure out why — this 
will all be done in-house. 
Our staff will make sure 
every subscriber is in the 
system correctly. 

Current subscribers will 
have full access to DCNT 
Online until their subscrip-
tion expires. When they 
renew, they will have a 
choice:

• A print copy delivered 
by mail and a digital 
copy delivered to your 
email 

• A print copy only
• Website only, you’ll 

have access to a dig-
ital copy of the paper 
along with all the 
additional content

• Both — you’ll get the 
print copy delivered by 
US postal, the digital 
copy emailed to you, 
and you’ll have full 
access to the website.

We are also looking for-
ward to promoting busi-
nesses and organizations 
with an additional market-
ing avenue. 

Our staff welcomes you 
to check out the new DCNT 
Online. While this is an en-
tirely new news product, 
we are in the process of 
fine-tuning it. Please use the 
contact us feature to let us 
know what you think. And 
like always — send us your 
news. 

DCNT Continued from P. 1

several generations who 
have served in peacetime 
and through conflicts. Re-
gardless of their experi-
ence, there is a bond that 
brings them together.

“Coming here to Abilene 
was the first time that I 
started speaking with peo-
ple outside of my little 
group,” Ross said. “Every-
body I hang around with, 
everybody that I work with, 
are all mechanics. And now 
going into it to this arena 
I’m around people that ar-
en’t, and it’s strange. It’s 
the same way with a vet-
eran talking to a group of 
people who aren’t veterans. 
They’re in an area where 
they don’t speak the same 
language. They don’t talk 
about the same things. They 
don’t have the same back-
ground. (The Legion) gives 
veterans a place … they can 
go and talk to people that 
do have the same experi-
ences and that don’t judge.”

The common experience 
transcends demographics. 
While Ross is considered 
part of the Old Guard, the 
new, younger veterans 
also need a place to go for 
camaraderie.

Megan Armstrong is one 
of the charter members of 
Post 1969 and was voted 
in as adjutant. She comes 
from a military family and 
after high school, she fol-
lowed in her parent’s foot-
steps and joined the Air 
Force.

“I was a military brat 
growing up,” she said. 
“My husband is also prior 
Army. We’ve just stayed in 
the military bubble. Serv-
ing veterans is close to my 
heart since I’ve been a mil-
itary kid all my life and I’m 
a military spouse — I can’t 
seem to shake it.”

Each generation comes 
with its own experiences. 
World War II veterans were 
welcomed back with open 
arms but were left to deal 
with what was then called 

shell shock, on their own. 
Korea is known as the For-
gotten War and Vietnam 
veterans were shunned.

The newer veterans are 
welcome back with very 
open arms,” Ross said. “I 
think that’s a big difference 
in the veterans themselves 
— the way they retreated 
when they returned. There 
are so many more programs 
available for the veterans 
of today who are suffering 
from (Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder) or other illnesses. 
Look at a Vietnam veter-
an that suffers from Agent 
Orange issues. That wasn’t 
even really an acceptable or 
an official thing until just 
recently.”

In contrast, the Veterans 
Administration is looking 
at the medical problems as-
sociated with the burn pits 
in the Middle East, he said. 

The disparities in the way 
veterans were treated and the 
changes in societal thought 
about the military can work 
against or in favor of the or-
ganizations, which are there 
to support everyone.

On the one side are the 
younger veterans who 
have always had support, 

then there’s the Old Guard 
veteran with the mindset 
of “pull yourself up by the 
bootstraps — I don’t need 
anybody’s help,” Arm-
strong said. “By bringing 
those two very different 
groups of people into the 
same room, really phe-
nomenal things can hap-
pen. You have a lot of 
wisdom and thoughts from 
the Old Guard, and you 
have a lot of insight about 
how things could be done 
to make things better for 
everybody from the new 
younger generation. When 
you meld those two things 
together, anything’s possi-
ble and it’s a really beauti-
ful creation.”

Ross and Armstrong joke 
with each other about the 
generation gap but their 
friendship, and that of the 
other charter members, is 
rooted in common ground 
— love for country.

 “We loved it enough to 
raise our hand and put our 
life on the line and say, 
‘We will defend this line,” 
Armstrong said. “If you can 
come back to that thought 
process then there’s nothing 
that should keep us apart.”

POST 1969 Continued from P. 1

Attend a 
Meeting

Post 1969 will meet at 
7 p.m. on the third Tues-
day of each month at 
the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, 317 N. Spruce.
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benjaminfedwards.com

Save on Your Terms 
with Certificates  
of Deposit 
At Benjamin F. Edwards we can show you a 
wide selection of FDIC-insured Certificates of  
Deposit (CDs) and guide you in selecting the 
ones that can best meet your needs. Please  
stop by or give us a call. 

Term CD Rate*

*Rates current as of December 00 202      and may change without notice

Funds deposited at an FDIC-insured institution are insured, in 
aggregate, up to $250,000 per depositor, per insured institution, 
based upon account type by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC). The FDIC considers any other deposits 
you may have with an issuing bank. CDs you purchase from a 
particular bank are aggregated with any other deposits you may 
have with the issuing bank for purposes of determining FDIC 
insurance coverage (e.g., if you already have deposits of $250,000 
with a bank, CDs you purchase from the same bank in the same 
ownership category may not be covered). Because the deposit 
insurance rules are complex, you may want to use the FDIC’s 
Electronic Deposit Insurance Estimator (EDIE), available at fdic. 
gov/edie, to estimate your total coverage at any particular bank.
Certificates of deposit (CDs) are offered through Benjamin F. 
Edwards & Co. and are issued by FDIC-insured institutions, they 
are subject to change and system access. Unlike mutual funds, 
certificates of deposit offer a fixed rate of return and are FDIC-
insured up to $250,000, per depositor per institution, based 
on account ownership type. Visit fdic.gov for details. If CDs are 
redeemed prior to maturity, there may be costs associated with early 
redemption (if available), and since CDs are subject to interest 
rate risk, the price may be worth less than the maturity value.

Amanda Cormack  
Financial Advisor

Patricia O’Malley  
Managing Director  

– Investments

1 year 1.10%

18 month 1.35%

3 year 2.20%
March 29 2

Extension, I knew what 
we were, what needed to 
be done,” she said. “The 
programming, stuff like 
that, it was not unfamiliar 
to me. The hardest part was 
getting to know Abilene and 
Dickinson County.”

As quarantines, shutdowns, 
and isolation was thrust into 
everyone’s daily life, the in-
terconnectivity of the health 
and wellness components, 
that Bonilla is passionate 
about, became more evident. 

However, much of the ed-
ucation she had done was 
in person, face-to-face with 
Education Units, senior cen-
ters, and school groups. Now, 
she had to adapt to a virtual 
world, which ended up hav-
ing a silver lining.

“The biggest advantage 
to that was it went state-
wide,” she said. “A lot of 
our Chisholm Trail programs 
were offered statewide.”

Her programs started hav-
ing a wider reach. Navigat-
ing the new way of doing 
business fell right in line with 
what she likes about her job.

“The joy that I really get 
from extension, is that you're 
working directly with people 
and every day is different,” 
she said. “My day looks very 
different from day-to-day. For 
me, the reason why I truly en-
joy this is because of the val-
ue of the work that we do. It’s 
the direct line to people and 
actually feeling like you’re 
making a difference — that’s 
why I stay at Extension.”

As an Extension agent, 
she also is privy to the many 
resources available to help 
people. Oftentimes there are 
programs and places people 
can turn to for help with a 
range of problems, and she 
can help point people in the 
right direction.

She wants people to know 
and remember that when 
they have questions or are not 
100% sure about something, 
they can reach out to the Ex-
tension office.

“Most of the time we are 
able to direct people to where 
they need to be,” she said. “If 
we don't know the answer, 
we're honest about it. But we 
can get you to the right per-
son. We use our specialists a 
lot on campus.”
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Sometime during the 
mid-2000s, the motor ve-
hicle department moved to 
the treasurer’s office on the 
main floor when Louise 
Habacker was treasurer.  

“There were four of us 
from out of the basement, 
plus the three that were in 
the treasurer’s office and 
Louise,” Koffman said. 
“We all fit in the space and 
we were able to help more  
with tax time.”  

Move to sheriff’s 
department  

After she turned 60, 
Koffman began wondering 
if it was time for a change.  

“I was talking to my 
friend Patti Anderson who 
worked for the sheriff’s 
department,” Koffman 
said. “We’re  the same age 
and she said, ‘Maybe you 
need a different career?’”  

It just so happened 
about that same time an 
office job opened up at the 
sheriff’s department and 
then-Sheriff Gareth Hoff-
man asked Koffman if she 
was interested.  

“I thought that might 
be an awesome change,” 
Koffman said. “And it was 
a challenge.”  

Koffman began work 
as a records clerk at the 
sheriff’s office on Dec. 14, 
2015, waiting on custom-
ers, answering the phone 
and other reception duties. 
Her job later moved into 
more  of a receptionist’s 
role and has remained that 
way under Sheriff Jerry 
Davis’ administration.  

Being a receptionist has 
worked out well, she said.  

“I’ve always been a 
people person,” Koffman 
said. “I had a boss tell me 
during my job interview 
with him that I had the best 
bubbly personality he had 
ever seen. All my jobs in  
my life have been with the 
public.”  

Koffman’s sunny per-
sonality also helped her 
make friends with many 
courthouse visitors over 
the years and was espe-
cially useful when deal-
ing with upset customers.  

“I saw more upset peo-
ple when I worked in the 
treasurer’s office because 
they had to pay taxes,” 
she said. “People who 
moved in from out of 
state didn’t understand 
how Kansas taxes work. I 
didn’t see as much at the 
sheriff’s office,” she said.  

Besides working for 
Dickinson County, Koff-
man also had numerous 
jobs in the private  sector, 
starting as a third grader 
when she was a Salina 
Journal newspaper deliv-
ery girl in  her hometown 
of Osborne.  

Later when she moved 
to this area of Kansas, 
she worked at the Tal-
mage State Bank, CE  
Raymond, Green Ford, 
First National Bank 
(which became Pinnacle 
Bank) and early on was a 
hairdresser in a couple of 
Salina salons.  

Good memories  
Koffman recalled that she 

became very close to many 
of her coworkers over the 
years in the treasurer’s of-
fice and other departments. 
People like Timberly Bow-
ers, Nancy Marston and 
others in the old motor ve-
hicle department.  

“Jean Clark, Betty 
Longhofer in the county 
clerk’s office — those la-
dies were very special,” 
she said wiping away 
tears. “They’d joke and 
laugh and always had 
stories to tell. They were 
great friends.  

“I’ve met a lot of good 
people in the sheriff’s of-
fice too,” she said, but 
noted that working in  that 
department and what law 

enforcement deals with 
has been “eye opening.”  

“The world is not as 
sunshiny as you think it 
is,” she said. “There are 
a lot of good people in 
this world,  but there are 
a lot of bad people too.”  

Koffman also has en-
joyed learning to know 
the people who work in 
Dickinson County  Ad-
ministration. Some ad-
ministration staff have 
been sharing space in the 
new sheriff’s  department 
while the courthouse is 
being remodeled.  

“I thought it was going 
to be a challenge when 
construction started and 
we all moved into  one 
little area, but it seems to 
have worked out pretty 
good overall,” she said.  

Retirement  
During retirement, 

Koffman plans to spend 
more time with her fam-
ily. She and her husband  
Jon Koffman, an Abilene 
electrician, have five 
children between them 
and nine grandchildren.  

She also plans on 
having a needed sur-
gery, then chasing after 
grandchildren, spending 
time with her 98-year-
old mother, working on 
flower beds, and “learn-
ing what Jon wants me 
to do or what I’ll have 
him do,” she said with a 
laugh.  

As for her 25 years 
with the county, Koff-
man has fond memories. 

“I’m really glad I came 
to work for the county,” 
Koffman said. “I would 
recommend it. I think it’s 
a place  where you can 
build a career. With every 
job, there’s things you’d 
like to see changed, but 
that’s the world we live 
in. It’s been a good job 
for me and now it’s time 
for me to go.” 

BONILLA Continued from P. 3 KOFFMAN Continued from P. 3

Courtesy photo
Mirna Bonilla, Community Health and Wellness Agent with K-State Research 
and Extension — Chisholm Trail District, Dickinson County speaks to groups 
and organizations about health and wellness

Special to the DCNT

The Abilene Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met at March 9, 
at 3 pm, at the Abilene Pub-
lic Library. Regent Dee Mar-
shall announced the following 
opening rituals: devotions by 
Marlene Howe and she also 
distributed the president gen-
eral’s message; Judy Lynn 
gave the national defense 
report, plus Indian, conser-
vation, constitution and com-
memorative events moments; 
Leesa Hettenbach gave Amer-
ican 250! and flag moments.

Julie Roller-Weeks made 
the motion to approve the 
minutes as distributed, mo-
tion passed. Roll call was 
answered by Dee Marshall, 
April Barker, Julie Roll-
er-Weeks, Judy Lynn, Cassy 
Wilson, Leesa Hettenbach, 
Mary Jean Eisenhower, Mar-
lene Howe and Michelle Ste-
phens. A treasurer’s report 

was given by Hettenbach. 
Under correspondence, a 
thank you was read from Su-
san Metzler, state regent, ac-
knowledging the flowers she 
received after the last meeting 
and the monetary donation 
from the Chapter to the state 
regent’s project. 

Under old business, Mar-
shall gave a brief update on 
the placement of markers and 
a reminder of the state con-
ference at Lawrence, April 
28 through 30. For new busi-
ness, signatures cards at the 
bank and financial company 
will be updated.  

The meeting was adjourned 
for the presentations of good 
citizenship awards/scholar-
ships. April Barker, schol-
arship chairman, started out 
the program then asked Het-
tenbach to give a brief over-
view of DAR.  Wilson lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States 
of America, Stephens start-

ed the Star Spangled Banner 
and Barker lead the Ameri-
can’s Creed. The following 
school winners were present:  
Chelsey Armbruster, Chap-
man; Callie Linder, Hope; and 
Megan Mortensen, Herington. 
The other two county winners 
were involved in basketball 
sub-state. Callie and Megan 
read the essays they wrote and 
Julie Weishaar, counselor, read 
the one written by Breaden 
Adams, Abilene.  Also present, 
was Regan Dalke, who was the 
winner of the nursing scholar-
ship established by Betty Noel. 
Additional guests were Mar-
jaul Ferris, Jamey Dalke, Matt 
Dalke, Debbie Linder, Erika 
Cook, Amy Mortensen, and 
JB Prichard.  After pictures 
were taken, punch and sweet 
treat refreshments were served 
by hostesses Leesa Hettenbach 
and Judy Lynn.

Next meeting will be 10:30 
a.m. April 9 at the Abilene 
Public Library.

DAR presents awards

Legislature races 
to finalize host of 
bills before break
By Sherman Smith
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — Kansas law-
makers worked April 1 to 
finalize last-minute deals on 
the state budget, tax cuts, a 
parental bill of rights, ban on 
transgender athletes, and a 
wide range of other legisla-
tion in advance of adjourning 
for a three-week break.

The rush toward the finish 
line — complicated by reve-
lations of an ethics investiga-
tion — included an attempt to 
oust the state ethics commis-
sioner and extend Medicaid 
contracts. April 1 was the final 
scheduled day of the regular 
session.

Lawmakers worked late to 
finalize deals on sports wa-
gering and a reduction in the 
state sales tax on food.

Republicans settled on an 
abbreviated version of a bill 
of rights, which guarantees 
parents of public school chil-
dren can inspect teaching ma-
terials and opt their children 
out of any material that inter-
feres with a parent’s values. 
The legislation also allows 
parents to challenge any book 
in a school’s library and have 
it removed from the school.

“Our kids do not belong 
to the state, to educrats, to 

teachers unions, or to the vil-
lage,” said Rep. Patrick Penn, 
R-Wichita. “Our kids belong 
to their parents.”

House Democrats en-
gaged Republicans in heat-
ed debate over legislation 
banning transgender athletes 
from participating in school 
sports. At one point, Rep. 
Stephanie Clayton, D-Over-
land Park, appeared to chal-
lenge the men in the cham-
ber to a fight.

“A previous speaker indi-
cated that men were physi-
cally stronger than women,” 
Clayton said. “Any man who 
believes that is welcome to 
meet me outside as soon as 
we have our next recess, and 
I will prove you otherwise.”

The model legislation has 
been promoted by faith-based 
groups across the country, 
and struck down as uncon-
stitutional by federal courts. 
Gov. Laura Kelly vetoed the 
same proposal a year ago.

“Stop attempting to bully 
children so far into the clos-
et that they are afraid to tell 
the rest of the world who 
they are,” said Rep. Brandon 
Woodard, a Lenexa Democrat 
and member of the LGBTQ 
community.

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

See BILLS P. 9 

Thursday, April 7, 2022
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
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 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 
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6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
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Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!
VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today!

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not! All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup. Call for details. 
844-268-9386 

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 855-939-
2090

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• Director of Nursing
• FT Night shift Nurse

• FT CMA evenings
• FT C.N.A.

• FT Day shift Cook

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted
A Clinic for Your

Pets and Livestock!
781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587
Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

HELP WANTED

HIRING?  SELLING?  BUYING?  RENTING?
Let us help you get the word out! Contact us at (785) 366-6186Let us help you get the word out! Contact us at (785) 366-6186

HVAC

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

ployee only.

Some overtime availability

Lots of growth opportunities 
available

Small family culture

Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Her-
ington, KS 67449

Apply :

https://www.ziprecruiter.
com/job/bfc5690a

Delivery Driver/
Warehouse Associate

We are looking to hire an individual that can 
handle all of our deliveries to local

restaurants and retail locations.

Help Wanted

Shift: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
CDL is required. You would be driving a 

Freightliner M2 26-foot box truck.
Daily Duties:

• Batching orders that need to be delivered each day. 
Collect weights for all product being delivered

• Receive incoming product and add to inventory
• Prepare shipments for shipping and load semi 

trucks with the product
• Manage inventory records
• Operate forklifts and electric pallet jacks
• Delivering product to local retailers and restaurants
• Help with other warehouse duties when needed

Benefits:
• 30% discount on all of our products
• Employer paid health care, dental, and vision for 

employee only.
• Some overtime availability
• Lots of growth opportunities available
• Small family culture
• Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Herington, KS 67449

Apply:
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/job/bfc5690a

Garage Sale
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By Colten Abeldt
Club Reporter

The regular month-
ly meeting of the Jolly 
Jays was Feb. 20 at the 
Woodbine Fellowship 
Hall. President Addison 
Acheson called the meet-
ing to order at 6 p.m. The 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
4-H Pledge was led by 
the Laughlin family. Song 
leaders Adeline Hackett 
and Nolan Hall led the 
club in singing “Happy 
Birthday” for February 
birthdays and God Bless 

America. Roll call was 
answered with “What is 
your Dream Career?“ by 
15 members, three Clo-
verbuds, three leaders, 11 
parents and two guests for 
a total of 19 present.  

Mackenzie Hall and 
Carleigh Abeldt, 4-H 
Council Representatives, 
shared an activity with 
tips on presentations. 
Parliamentarian Adeline 
Laughlin shared with the 
club how to make a mo-
tion. 

Leaders Adeline Laugh-
lin shared info on 4-H 

basketball. Leader Becky 
Dibben discussed pack-
ing Sunshine Bags. Lead-
er Charlotte Barton also 
shared that any member 
that was 4-H age nine and 
received a purple are able 
to present at the state fair. 
She also discussed 4-H 
basketball shirts. For spe-
cial committees Carleigh 
Abeldt, representative of 
the spring show commit-
tee, discussed updates.  

There was no unfinished 
business to come before 
the club. For a new busi-
ness Colten Abeldt made 

a motion to vote Colt 
Houseman in as a member, 
Adeline Laughlin made 
a motion to donate to the 
spring show committee. 

Korbin Hackett made 
a motion to participate in 
the regional model meet-
ing, it was seconded and 
passed. Adeline Laughline  
made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting by saying the 
club motto. The motion 
was seconded and passed. 
For the program Carleigh 
Abeldt talked about “How 
to feed and for a Bottle 
Lamb. 

Sudoku: Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then 

you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so 
sharpen your pencil and put 
your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are for-

matted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 box-
es. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can ap-
pear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by 
using the numeric clues al-
ready provided in the box-
es. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

By Justin Latzke
Club Reporter

Five special guests ar-
rived at the Navarre Boost-
ers 4-H club meeting on 
March 14. Two of the 
guests, Adam Snowball and 
Lyndsey Buechman volun-
teered to attend and gave 
the club members a report 
of their trip to the Nation-
al 4-H Congress in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Buechman told the club 
she enjoyed taste-testing 
on her tour to the Coca 
Cola Museum. Snowball 
shared his experience with 
one of the cultural events 
that included foods from 
many countries around the 
world. 

The three other guests vo-
cally protested their atten-
dance causing audible dis-
ruption. Dee, a rabbit owned 
by Victoria Jackson took part 
in a tattooing demonstration. 

A chicken brought by Alice 
Hill squawked and ruffled her 
feathers as she was checked 
for mites and poultry lice, and 
the last guest, Carl, a hungry 
bottle lamb owned by Elliot 
Rock had to delay his supper 
so that he could be part of a 
feeding demonstration.

 Club Leader, Shawna 
Riffel summed up the eve-
ning, ”We crammed a lot 
of learning into the March 
Meeting!”

4-H Reports4-H Reports

Courtesy photo
Carl the lamb drinks his bottle held by Elliot Rock 
as Victoria Jackson & Janessa Latzke observe. Carl 
was one of several unique guests at the March 4-H 
meeting of the Navarre Boosters.

Unique guests attend 
March 4-H meeting

Jolly Jays vote in new member

“We have at least six doc-
umented inspections over a 
two-year period,” Coleman 
said. “And in … several of 
those inspections, either re-
peat occurrences of a previ-
ous violation were cited or 
new violations were cited. 
The bottom line is that the 
corrective actions we were 
requiring … were not being 
implemented.”

Subsequent inspections 
in February and October 
2019, and September 2020, 
revealed 31 additional vi-
olations, according to the 
KDHE documents.

When KDHE inspects a 
construction landfill they 
look to ensure it is man-
aged in a way to prevent the 
development of conditions 
that could have a negative 
impact on the environment 
or pose a risk to public 
health and safety, Coleman 
said.

“The regulations that 
govern how a landfill 
should be operated are all 
intended to be preventative 
or preemptive,” she said. 

Some of the violations at 
Blixt Landfill that are con-
ducive to a negative impact 
include failing to put ad-
equate soil cover over the 
active area of the landfill 
where waste is being dis-
posed of.

“That repeated lack of 
adequate cover is a particu-
lar concern,” Coleman said. 
“And placing materials in 
the landfill that are not au-
thorized to be disposed at 

a construction and demoli-
tion landfill is conducive to 
the development of condi-
tions that can create public 
nuisances or environmental 
impacts.”

Blixt was also cited for 
having an excessive num-
ber of tires on the site, 
which were not processed; 
not adequately compacting 
waste; and not adequate-
ly controlling stormwater 
running onto and off of the 
landfill.

“That’s just … very 
fundamental operational 
expectations of a landfill 
— that all of those things 
be controlled very well to 
prevent the development of 
conditions that could then 
promote or support a nui-
sance or an environmental 
impact,” Coleman said.

While several of the vio-
lations Blixt was cited for 
can impact the environment 
or pose health risks, to the 
best of her knowledge, 
none of the violations have 
reached that extent, Cole-
man said.

“There are conditions out 
there that are conducive but 
I’m not aware of any cur-
rent, immediate or direct 
impact to health or environ-
ment,” she said.

Among other violations, 
according to the docu-
ments, the landfill failed to 
post required information at 
the entrance of the facility, 
maintain certain records, 
submit reports and fees, and 
submit adequate financial 
assurance.

Financial assurance pro-
vides the funds needed to 
properly close a facility 
when its operational life is 

over. The $152,230 finan-
cial assurance Blixt had on 
file with KDHE failed to 
meet the $237,737.94 esti-
mate they had submitted in 
2020. Additionally, KDHE 
had revised the financial as-
surance to $272,124.41.

When KDHE ordered the 
landfill closed, Blixt could 
have appealed the deci-
sion. However, the Feb. 4 
deadline to do so, came and 
went. 

The order included sev-
eral actions Blixt was re-
quired to perform and car-
ried varying deadlines. A 
letter dated March 1 listed 
three actions, which were 
not completed by the dead-
lines, and two pending ac-
tions with a March 21 dead-
line. 

The letter stated KDHE 
was providing Blixt a, “Fi-
nal opportunity for you to 
take responsibility for the 
landfill.” 

“Those actions have not 
been taken, at the very 
least we’ve not been no-
tified that any of those 
actions have been taken,” 
Coleman said on March 
25. “We are moving for-
ward with our plan to go 
on-site to assess exactly 
what corrective actions 
are needed at this time and 
that can be completed with 
the financial assurance 
that we have, and then 
we’ll retain a contractor to 
do that.”

A phone request for com-
ment from Blixt Landfill 
was not returned.

LANDFILL Continued from P. 1

Violations

Closing the Facility

Democrats also raised 
concerns about subpoenas 
issued by the ethics commis-
sion as Republicans pursued 
a rule change that would re-
quire the ethics commission-
er to be a licensed attorney, 
effectively disqualifying cur-
rent executive director Mark 
Skoglund from proceeding 
with any investigation.

Rep. John Carmichael, 
D-Wichita, said he was trou-
bled by the “stench” of pay-
to-play politics evident in the 
subpoenas and an attempt by 
Republicans to offer no-bid 
contract extensions to man-
aged care organizations.

“We don’t want to live in 
this Capitol or in this state un-
der the power of pay-to-play 
politics,” Carmichael said.

Lawmakers reached a bipar-
tisan deal on a spending blue-

print that includes a 5% raise 
for state employees and pre-
serves an $895 million surplus, 
and they made progress on leg-
islation to legalize in-person 
and online sports gambling.

Republicans planned to 
work out a plan without sup-
port from Democrats to grad-
ually phase out the state’s 
6.5% sales tax on food, rather 
than eliminate it immediately 
as the Democratic governor 
has proposed. Republicans 
have questioned whether the 
state could afford the $402 
million reduction in annual 
state revenue after passing a 
massive tax incentive pack-
age for a mystery company 
project and planning to funnel 
more than a billion dollars 
into the state pension system.

Kelly announced that state 
tax collections for March 

exceeded estimates by $80.2 
million.

“Due to the state’s sales 
tax on groceries and pandem-
ic-induced inflation, Kansans 
continue to pay some of the 
highest grocery prices in the 
nation,” Kelly said. “These 
collection numbers demon-
strate the ability to axe the 
food tax, eliminating the 
state’s sales tax on groceries 
on July 1, which provides im-
mediate relief to all Kansans.”

A separate tax bill, which 
bundles 29 pieces of legis-
lation into one, provides tax 
relief for property damaged 
by wildfires, teachers who 
purchase school supplies, 
workers who relocate to rural 
areas of the state, and short-
line railroad infrastructure. 
The total package is expected 
to reduce state revenues by 

$90.9 million to $119.6 mil-
lion annually over the next 
three years.

Lawmakers sent legislation 
to the governor that grants 
broad legal immunity to med-
ical care providers, as well as 
packages of legislation deal-
ing with privacy for nonprofit 
supporters, drunk flying and 
child abuse.

They also voted to place 
on the November general 
election ballot a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that would require counties to 
elect a sheriff. The proposal 
is a reaction to conversations 
in Johnson County about pos-
sibly moving to a commis-
sion-appointed sheriff.

House and Senate negotia-
tors also reached a deal a bill 
banning the use of meat terms 
on plant-based food labels.

BILLS Continued from P. 7

456 Highway 77
Herington

785-258-8024

Remember to check 
your tire tread 

regularly.
Come see us for a 
quote on new tires. 

Stay safe!

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(855) 761-7343
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available



to our Honor Roll students!
American Family Insurance - Brian Tajchman Agency, Inc.

Burdick Meat Market & Locker
Enterprise Estates Nursing Center

Harris Crop Insurance
Herington Heating, AC, Refigeration, Plumb., & Appl.

Indian Hills Golf Course
KVK, Inc.

RunningWolf LLC
St. Michael’s Catholic Church - Chapman

Tri-County Veterinary Center

Special to the DCNT

The following students 
at Chapman High School 
earned honors and hon-
ors for their academic 
achievements in the third 
quarter of the 2021-2022 
school year:

Freshmen
High honors

Yoselin Acosta, Pa-
tricia Alvarez, Kallie 
Bergamo, Justin Block-
er, Chesney Brackett, 
Hayley Briggs, Dako-
ta Curtis, Anton Davis, 
Kane Griffith, Taylor 
Gustafson, Cade Han-
ney, Ashleigh Hansen, 
Madalynn Harold, Park-
er Heitman, Paisly Jader-
borg-DeWeese, Kamer-
on Krogman, Bridget 
Lasluisa, Cooper Lewis, 
Raleigh Lusk, Hanna 
Miller, Jedidiah Moody, 
Jason Moreland, Leon-
ardo Ngiraidong, Koen 
Oxford, Layton Randle, 
Carter Rock, Taya Row-
ley, Rylee Sholtz, Josie 
Strauss, Dean Wildman

Honors
Blake Barnum, Dwayne 

Bourque, Kaden Burgess, 
Maddilynn Cain, Sean 
Cole, Emma Coltrain, 
Jonathan Coltrain, Seth 
Crouse, Andralea Da-
vis, Gabrielle Diercks, 
Drew Elliott, Jonah Frey, 
Brooklyn Gregory, Noah 
Hansen, Abbigail Harvey, 
Victoria Haugland, Kaci 
Heller, Ethan Huiett, Kris-
sy Hutson, Nathan Hut-
zenbiler-Lindsay, Tyson 
Johnson, Dylan Krueger, 
Nora Kvacik, Reece 
Langvardt, Wyatt Lee, 
Andrew Long, Dominic 
Marshall, Emery Moore, 
Ayden Muniz-Carpen-
ter, Madison Nichols, 
Benjamin Phillips, Julius 
Raygoza, Marcus Reed, 
Nicholas Rinehart, Faith 
Slack-Busch, Valary 
Too, Kaedyn Vanderford, 
Claire Wasylk, Mehki 
Wyma

Sophomores 
High honors

Mariella Alvarez, Mad-
ison Brown, Mark Buus, 
Cole Coffey, Mara Crane, 
Tanith Elliott, Elyssa 
Frieze, Emilee Gaston, 
Madison Gentry, Emmy 
Gfeller, Makensy Harris, 
Calleya Hartung, Carson 
Hasenbank, Blake Horna-
day, Katherine Hutchison, 
Keira Jones, Clare Kuntz, 
Julian Lawrence, Tra-
vis Leasure, Tessa Leon, 
Haley Litzinger, Ava 
Locke, Ashleigh Long, 
David Messerly IIII, On-
dre Miles, Ethan Moore, 
Samuel Peck, Gage Pick-
ing, Carmen Rock, Tuck-
er Seibert, Sienna Sev-
erson, Ian Suther, Lilly 
Thornton, Ryli Vaught, 
Mia Wasylk, Ray White-
hair, Chloe Williams

Honors 
Elijah Anderson, Ken-

dan Blacketer, Malachi 
Brady-Teater, Clayton 
Carson, Justin Claxton, 
Tyler Cosio, Kolby Craig, 
Laiktin Cromer, James 
Crowley, Jasmine Doriot, 
Tessa Erickson, Jodi Gay, 
Hailie Geske, Benjamin 
Griffis, Naythan Hall, 
Chloe Hamilton, Ethan 
Hamilton, Colton Holm, 
Gregory Howell, Jacey 
Huish, Daniel Jackson, 
Augustus Johns, Grace 
Johns, Ella Jones, Carson 
Krantz, Samuel Kuntz, 
Weston Langvardt, Chase 
Lillard, Braden Litzing-
er, Jason Mader, Abigail 
Martinez, Ryan Ores, 
Alexis Perea, Anthony 
Peterson, Kamryn Phil-
lips, Jasmine Saunto, 
Kaylynn Schlappy, Freya 
Schroeder, Hayden Sut-
terfield, Niela Thomas, 
Aiden Whitley, Ian Wool-
dridge

Juniors
High honors

Allison Abeldt, Nicho-
las Anderson, Cheyenne 

Archambault, Troy Boyd, 
Aniya Bryan, Jillian Bry-
an, Christopher Falls, Levi 
Gaston, Savannah Hansen, 
Gretchen Hill, Raymond 
Johnson, Maya Kirkpatrick, 
Colin Kramer, Brayden 
Lexow, Julius Mader, Grace 
Merritt, Kyle Mills, Cath-
erine Mitchell, Reagan 
Morris, Dalton Obermeyer, 
Aiden Rowley, Ryan Rutz, 
Emerson Scholz, Christo-
pher Sommer, Mary Ur-
ban, Kati Walding, Miranda 
Walding Justin Wisner-Mc-
Lane, Brianna Zoeller

Honors
Gretchen Barlow, Cather-

ine Brown, Sophia Cavana-
ugh, Loagan Holm, Lawson 
Jones, Emma Lewis, Mena 
Mann, Madelyn McWhort-
er, Cole Randle, Alaina 
Smith, Paris Sterling, 
Jazzminne Stroud, Shelby 
Tannahill, Haylee Welsh

Seniors
High honors

Shannon Anderson, 
Chelsey Armbruster, Gage 
Banks, Nicole Blocker, Ma-
riah Brackett, Kacey Butler, 
Keegan Craig, Alida El-
liott, Jordan Harder, Colby 
Hartung, Cody Haycook, 
Dylan James, Alysia John-
son, Kayley Jones, Maggie 
Lewis, Camden Liebau, 
Trevor Mead, Rose Meuli, 
Mercy Mickle, Wyatt Mill-
er, Seth Milleson, Steven 
Milton, Gannon Mosher, 
Clyde Picklo, Amanda 
Remily, Dawson Richard-
son, Elijah Riegel, Dustin 
Rock, Colt Sell, Leslie Shu-
mate, Luke Struber, Jessie 
Switzer, Kaya Tiller, Jewels 
Williams, Morgan Wolf, Al-
lysia Young, 

Honors
Jeffery Buus, Torin Ca-

vanaugh, Summer Diaz, 
Hayden Frazier, Nathaniel 
Fredricks, Brent Golden, 
Dylan Gouker, Emma Ham-
ilton, Jeremiah Hughes, 
Sakura Lindsey, Teagan 
Seibert, Austin Weber, Blake 
Wildman.

Special to the DCNT

The following stu-
dents at Chapman Middle 
School earned honors and 
honors for their academic 
achievements in the third 
quarter of the 2021-2022 
school year:

Honor roll
6th grade

Zoe Aguas, Kylee Bar-
nash, Giovanni Becker, 
Reagan Beckham, Korbin 
Blacketer, Reeve Brack-
ett, Troy Busch, Addison 
Collins, Luke Coltrain, 
Riley Delorenzo, Joel 
Drake, Nayaila Espinoza, 
Bella Hamilton, Kiona 
James, Lynzee Johnson, 
Jaymz Martin-Carbajal, 
Newt Miller, Victoria 
Pelfrey, Evan Saunto, 
Brodie Shoemake, Sama-
ra Showalter, Bret Stone-
berger, Bryce Watson

 
7th grade

Brandon Abeldt, Ale-
jandro Acosta, Kylie 
Adams, Braydon Bai-
er, Neziah Brown, Da-
kotta Compton, Karson 
Craig, Slayde Crouse, 
Austin Gangl, Gerald 
Gullion, Declan Martin, 
Jaedyn Pigg, Anjelita 
Raygoza, Conner Sainz, 
Matthew Smith, Jason 
Sudduth, Aidan Werner, 
Abbie Whitworth, Cam-
eron Workman

8th grade
Alexandria Aguas, Jer-

emik Blanks, Marshall 
Boggs, Dalton Cain, 
Madilynn Coffey, James 
Dean, Brekyn Gaither, 
Liam Garcia, Lilly Hard-
ing, Brianna Hill, Kaden 
Hitz, Dereck Klukas, 
Daphne Lasluisa, Hailey 
Leonard, Tracey Mand-
abach, Keith Marshall, 
Madison Messerly, Alex-
is Roach, Brady Smith, 
Carly Thurlow, Kinsey 
Thurlow, Isaac VanMe-
ter, Avery Welling, Reese 
Whitehair, Levi Will-

mann, Teyah Workman

High honor roll
6th grade

Carleigh Abeldt, Addi-
son Acheson, Joseph Al-
varez, Alexander Boggs, 
Aurora Boyer, Brilynn 
Bozarth, Kason Britt, 
Shianne Cammisa, Add-
alynn Casey, Elizabeth 
Chaffee, Hannah Clark, 
Caylor Clark, Elba Clark, 
Bryar Cochran, Lane 
Combs, Callie Cook, 
Liberty Cuevas, Joyce 
Damps, Addison Doriot, 
Jackson Fong, Breslyn 
Francis, Kinslee Froe-
lich, Merari Garza Her-
nandez, Natalie Gouker, 
Kail Greep, Angela Griff-
is, Reese Gruver, Korbin 
Hackett, Reilly Hall, Jake 
Hanson, Olivia Harold, 
Elizabeth Harvey, Lili-
ann Hayhurst, Emmalee 
Howard, Asher Hulsey, 
Nadia Hutzenbiler, Jasper 
Johns, Haydn Johnson, 
Gretchen Jones, Hunter 
Kidd, Adeline Laughlin, 
Deegan Leighty, Anna 
Martinez, Layla Mayes, 
Gavin Miller, Conner 
Morrell, Liam Nichols, 
Cambree Obermeyer, 
Zaidyn Olson, Colton 
Paquette, Hailey Picklo, 
Braxton Prosser, Thomas 
Randle, Antonio Raygo-
za, Elliot Rock, Bo Roth-
child, Kennedy Scholz, 
Kemmalyn Schultz, 
Rylinn Sinnard, Simon 
Soles, Jackson St John, 
Katherine Stoffer, Chloe 
Sudduth, Carson Thrush, 
Jacob VanMeter, Sydney 
Vaught, Christian Verde-
jo, Nathan  Vosburg, 

Matty Wasylk, Camren 
White, Adrian Williams, 
Luke Windsor-Hatfield, 
Kennith Worden, Caden 
Zoeller

7th grade
Gracie Audy, Josie 

Baer, Wesley Bauer, Au-
diel Becker, Colton Bell, 
Kyah Bell, Talyn Boyd, 
Destiny Boyer, Kinsey 

Burgess, JaLyn Clark, 
Asa Courtois-Sendejas, 
Josslyn DePew, Kaicen 
DeWeese, Ethan Falls, 
Madison Gardner, Ariya 
Gaston, Houston Gaytan, 
Peighton Harris, Cwynn 
Hartung, Montana Kayl, 
Madelyn Keller, Cady 
Marston, Alyssa Mendi-
ola, Cora Merritt, Adam 
Metcalf, August Moody, 
Noah Picklo, Hayden 
Riffel, Claire Rock, Jai 
Rogers, Cael Rowley, 
Evelyn Schlesener, An-
drew Scott, Jacey Shippy, 
Brookelyn Shoemake, 
Benson Smiley, Wilburn 
Vaught, Roper Woods, 
Makki Worden, Matthew 
Zlotow

8th grade
Courtney Adams, Ai-

ren Atkinson, Avery 
Baer, Daela Bauer, Jade 
Beary, Ivy Beck, Don-
ovan Brabender, Ana-
bella Bryan, Leighanne 
Carter-Goodale, Hayden 
Carver, Leah Chekal, 
Connor Cote-Boss, Car-
men Courtois-Sendejas, 
Linda Cuevas, Talon 
Decker, Teagan Ellis, 
Victoria Foy, Brecken 
Francis, Jeremiah Frey, 
Abigail Gaston, Faith 
Gentry, Jacob Gfeller, 
Clara Gfeller, Tracy Gib-
son, Maddison Grubb, 
Kelan Gruver, Logan 
Gunderson, Tava Gus-
tafson, Makenzie Hall, 
Aiden Hall, Sadie Ham-
ilton, Wyatt Johnson, 
Taylor Johnson, Ade-
lynn Kirkpatrick, Mere-
dith Kuntz, Adelle Lane, 
Kaylee Livingston, Jon-
athan McCarrell, Vic-
toria Morgan, Mayson 
Obermeyer, Syriana 
Olson, Zoey Peterson, 
Susannah Phillips, Mad-
ison Reeb, Lillian Rutz, 
Ian Sayers, Ethyn Smith, 
Blake Stevens, Charles 
Strauss, William Strauss, 
Amelia Strauss, Savan-
nah Valenzuela, Turner 
Worden, Cyras Wyma,

Special to the DCNT

The following stu-
dents at Herington High 
School earned academ-
ic honors for the third 
quarter of the 2021-2022 
school year:

4.0
Seniors

Emma Alt, Denae Ap-
plegarth, Diether Leach, 
Megan Mortensen

Juniors
Trenton Braucher, 

William Lingenfelser, 
Morgan Magnett, Avery 
Monnington

Sophomores
Cameron Hartman, So-

phia Weber

Freshman
Leslyn Kremeier, Nadi-

yya Sensmeier, Aiden Thi-
bodeau, Gabriel Vinduska, 
Lucas Vinduska

High Honors
Seniors

Jameson Davis, Alor-
ha Freeman, Clint Haws, 
Tristyn Kremeier, Mari 
Mann, Jessica Mascareno, 
Jade Ottens, Ridley Swad-
er

Juniors
Kristopher Jones, Col-

son McIntyre, Courtney 
Naylor, Eleanor Silhan, 
Aaron Stika

Sophomore
Kwinton Barlow-McK-

enna, Addison Dallinga, 

Hanne McDermott, Korey 
Meier, Tyler Urbanek

Freshman
Mallory Arnold, Pay-

ton Arnold, Abby Elliott, 
Adrian Harrison, Shelby 
Henson, Riley Jackson, 
Mason Mortensen, Adri-
anna Purkeypyle, Jaiden 
Vogt, Sierra Woods

Honors
Seniors

Logan Diekmann, Halle 
Rutschman, Ty Sill-Shep-
pard

Sophomore
Tyus Becker

Freshman
Benson Eggleston, 

Saydee Friesen, Gabriel 
Gardner, Kennedy Idle-

man, Reagan Jackson, 
Rowdy Jackson, Harley 
LaRosa, Abagail Pohl-
man, Melanie Saleh, Kim-
berly Schantz, Morgan 
Sill-Sheppard

Honorable Mention
Seniors

Presley Gorham, Easton 
Idleman

Juniors
Lindsey Flores, Zackery 

McCreary, Skylar Strauss, 
Justin Widler

Sophomores
Anthony Barraza

Freshman
Joshua Delgado, Krystal 

Gillean, Alexander Lind-
sey, Trenton Nuss, Destin-
ey Strauss.
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Herington High School honor rollYOU ARE INVITED. 
HERINGTON NEEDS YOU!

RIGHT
TOOLS FOR
THE JOB
WORKSHOP
Come and check out a variety of 
tools for getting Herington to a 
bright future. Which real world 
strategies do you think will work 
best for Herington?

This is a come and go as you like event. You 
will have many options to choose from, so 
come make your voice heard on the future of 
Herington!

April 14th
5:00-8:00 PM
Herington Community Building
810 S. Broadway


