
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Carved into a stone above 
the front door of the build-
ing at the corner of Old 
Highway 40 and Marshall 
Street in Chapman is the 
word BANK. While it may 
have started out as a bank, 
the corner-facing limestone 
building has housed an as-
sortment of businesses in 
its 117-years.

The owner, Tana Davis, 
said it’s her understanding 
the building was one of 
the first built in downtown 
Chapman but the bank was 
only open about 10 or 15 
years. 

“The people that built it 
got in trouble for embez-
zling — as the story goes,” 
she said. “Then it became 
a succession of different 
stores. It’s been a music 
store several times; it’s 
been a hairdresser or barber 
more than once; it’s been, I 
think, a bakery; it was the 
Stoplight Cafe’ It was the 
Irish Shop; And it was most 
recently, before us, Fans-
ler Family music. So it’s 
just been a whole bunch of 
different things since its in-
ception. But never been one 
thing for very long.”

At some point, the build-
ing was split into two sides. 
Today, on one side of the 
building is Jypsy Jen’s, an 

eclectic shop, and Davis’s art 
studio and gallery. The other 
side houses a quilt shop. 

In 2017, Davis purchased 
half of the building — in 
the fall, she obtained the 
quilt shop side with the 
goal of preserving a piece 
of history.

“These buildings cannot 
be rebuilt,” she said. “Once 

they’re gone, they’re gone. 
And they’re part of the life 
of Kansas. This is native 
Kansas stone here, this 
building has a story to tell 
about the entire history of 
this region.”

However, preservation is 
neither easy nor cheap, as 
Davis learned soon after the 
2017 purchase.

“The first big scare we 
had was that there was a 
keystone over the window 
that slid out,” she said. “We 
were told by the first person 
to come in and give us an 
estimate that we’re look-
ing at $80,000 in repairs, 
all at once. At that point, I 
thought I’d have a nervous 
breakdown. I thought, ‘I 

can’t do it, we’re selling to 
get out from under it, cut 
our losses run, I just can’t 
do it.’”

She credits her husband’s 
calmer demeanor for her 
holding out and getting a 
second estimate, which was 
more reasonable. 
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Infrastructure, in-
cluding bridges are 
a national concern. 
Check out the story 
that starts on page 
three to learn about 
how Dickinson 
County officials 
keeps the bridges 
safe.

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:Coming SOONComing SOON

County officials give bridge reportCounty officials give bridge report
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Restoring history holds surprises

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Tana Davis shows a pile of wood and tin that fell from the ceiling the old bank building at the corner of Old High-
way 40 and Marshall in Chapman. Davis, who had already owned a portion of the building, recently acquired the 
rest of it and has started much needed repairs, but there are surprises around every corner.

By Kathy Hageman 
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

A poultry flock was put 
down in Dickinson Coun-
ty last week after it tested 
positive for the Avian flu, 
formally known as HPAI 
(highly pathogenic avian 
influenza).

“If you have any type of 
poultry or birds on your 
property, practice good 
bio-security and be care-
ful what you bring into 
your backyard,” Dickinson 
County Emergency Man-
agement Director Chancy 
Smith said March 21. “Do 
not bring stuff into your 
yard and accidentally de-
stroy your own flock.”

Dickinson County was one 
of two counties with con-
firmed cases of HPAI (highly 
as of Friday, according to a 
news release from the Kan-
sas Department of Agricul-
ture. It was discovered in a 
non-commercial backyard 
mixed-species flock.

The other case was 
confirmed Friday in a 
non-commercial backyard 
mixed-species non-poul-
try flock in rural Sedgwick 
County.

The confirmations were 
based on samples from 
birds exhibiting HPAI 
symptoms.

Kansas Department of 
Agriculture is working 

Avian flu found in 
Dickinson County
Poultry owners on alert

Courtesy photo
Jill Martinson makes a dog care and training video with her children Josslyn and 
Asher during the height of the pandemic when in-person 4-H meetings were shut 
down. Martinson grew up around Extension, volunteered with 4-H and is now a 
4-H youth development agent.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is 
the first in a series of five ar-
ticles about the agents who 
work at the K-State Research 
and Extension - Chisholm 
Trail District, Dickinson 
County. Extension programs 
present information related 
to a myriad of topics includ-
ing agriculture, youth devel-
opment, healthy living, and 
more. The agents in this series 
can present at places such as 
schools, club meetings, and 
senior centers. To learn more 
about extension programs 
call (785) 263-2001.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

It’s a common philos-
ophy that people should 

separate their work and 
personal life. However, 
when what one enjoys 
in their personal life also 
happens to be their job — 
that separation might be 
difficult.

For Jill Martinson, who 
literally grew up in and 
around Extension, getting 
a job as a 4-H Youth Devel-
opment Agent meant going 
from volunteer to paid em-
ployee and following in her 
mother’s footsteps.

“When I was born, my 
mom was the Family and 
Consumer Science agent, 
and usually the only agent 
in Elk County,” she said. 
“My mom was, for a long 
time at 10 years, one of the 
longest-serving agents in 

that county. It was not a 
place where a lot of people 
stayed for a long time as an 
agent but we liked it very 
much there.”

When Martinson start-
ed kindergarten her fami-
ly moved and her mother 
became the Family and 
Consumer Science agent 
in Geary County.

“I have a lot of growing 
up within the extension 
program where I did a lot 
of setting up tables and 
chairs and helping with 
things just because it was 
what my mom did,” she 
said. 

Martinson also became 
an active 4-H’er. When she 

Single copy Single copy 
price to go upprice to go up

Because of the rising 
cost of materials, beginning 
with the April 7 edition the 
Dickinson County News-
Times will go up to $1.50.

Since 2019 the cost of 
paper has nearly doubled.  
Adding to the cost of fuel 
and inflationary rises, con-
glomerates are buying up 
large amount of paper, 
which pushes the prices up 
even more.

Event to focus Event to focus 
on veteran on veteran 
benefitsbenefits

Veterans are invited 
to a come-and-go infor-
mational event from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., or longer 
if needed, April 5 at the 
Hope American Legion.

The Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion Post 365 is 
hosting several veteran 
groups who will be there 
to disseminate informa-
tion and help them un-
derstand the benefits, for 
which they qualify.

Tombstone Tombstone 
Talks coming Talks coming 
soonsoon
Enterprise has been home 
to some well-known, 
unforgettable residents. 
People that helped put 
the town on the map in 
many ways. People who 
have a passion for history 
and love learning about 
some of the people that 
made the Enterprise what 
it is today, those that tru-
ly loved the little town, 
may enjoy the first Spring 
Tombstone Talks.

The event is April 10 at 
the Mt. Hope Cemetery, 
southeast of Enterprise. 
It is the final resting place 
for the five residents who 
will be portrayed and 
many other well-respect-
ed residents of the area.

Tour attendees will meet 
at the Hoffman Grist Mill, 
on the north side of Enter-
prise. People should arrive 
10 minutes before their 
tour time. The tour times 
are 2, 2:30, 3 and 3:30 p.m. 

See BUILDING P. 8

Irish band leads parade
Gail Parsons | DCNT photo

Coming in right behind a police car, members of the Chapman High School band led 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade March 25. The parade was delayed a week because St. 
Patrick’s Day was during Spring Break.

Extension has always 
been part of agent’s lifeSee POULTRY P. 6See BRIEFS P. 8

See AGENT P. 6

Meet the agents

The staff at the DCNT will be making a big 
announcement next week. We’re really excited 
about a new project but have to keep mum for 
another week

Each 4-H club in Dickin-
son County has a club re-
porter. They turn in reports 
from their meetings and 
special events. Sometimes 
they  include pictures. At 
the DCNT we support the 
efforts of these young peo-
ple. In response to a recent 
question, in case others are 
wondering as well, we do 
minimal editing on these re-
ports. See page 8.

4-H reports4-H reports
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 7 to March 21
Accidents

March 11, 8:35 p.m., 
1700 Old HIghway 40, Car-
rie Ann Sprouse

March 9, 7:54 a.m. Cedar 
and Seventh streets, Ki-
ley Joel Montgomery and 
Shane Craig Wilson

March 9, 4:30 p.m., 2200 
HIghway 18, Robert Benja-
min Fiorentino

March 15, 9:06 p.m., 
2100 Old Highway 40, 
Lynn Alan Langvardt

March 8, 8:43 a.m., 2500 
Highway 15, Cary Wayne 
Herndon 

March 17, 5:34 a.m., 282 
Interstate 70,. Laura Marie 
Miceli

March 7, noon, 2200 
3200 Ave., Lori Ann Harris

Reports
March 7, 8:30 a.m., 712 

800 Ave., officer report — 
criminal trespass, viola-
tion of a protection order, 
stalking

March 8, 1:32 p.m., 109 
E. First St., battery

March 7, 4:26 p.m., 109 
E. First St., damage to 
property

March 11, 1:15 p.m., 109 
E. First St., assault

March 14, 6:23 p.m., 109 
E. First St., harassment

March 12, 3:09 p.m., 320 
2500 Ave., aggravated assault

March 12, 7:12 p.m., 420 
N. Birch St., damage to 
property

March 16, 11:15 p.m., 
102 N. Cedar domestic 
disturbance

Arrests
March 18, 7:15 a.m., 109 

E. First St., Jarrode Allen 
Walker, failure to appear

March 18, 7:15 a.m., 109 
E. First St., Jarrode Allen 
Walker, identity theft, crim-
inal threat, theft by decep-
tion, criminal use of a finan-
cial card

March 17, 3:40 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Carlito Luis 
Morales, battery, criminal 
damage to property

March 15, 12:47 p.m., E. 
First and N. Brown streets, 
Richard Wayne Rhodes, 
failure to appear

March 16, 11:39 p.m., 
102 N. Cedar Edward Grant 
Hollomon, domestic battery

March 11, 4 p.m., 109 E. 
First St., Larry Wayne Jr., 
109 E. First St.

March 14, 1:32 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Jeremy Michal 
Gerisch, fairly to comply 
with a court order

March 7, no time listed, 
109 E. First St., Carlito Luis 
Morales, criminal damage 
to property

March 7, 10:56 a.m., 712 
800 Ave., stalking, violation 
of a protection order, crimi-
nal trespass

Abilene Police
Feb. 23 - March 15

Reports
Feb. 23, 1:22 p.m. 619 

Rogers Ave., criminal dam-
age to property

March 1, 4:52 p.m., 301 

N. Campbell St., criminal 
damage to property

Feb. 23, 3:15 p.m., 1702 
N. Buckeye Ave., counter-
feiting currency

Feb. 23, 3:15 p.m., 201 S. 
Buckeye Ave., counterfeit-
ing currency

Feb. 25, 9:05 a.m., 1610 
N. Buckeye Ave., counter-
feiting currency

Feb. 23, 3:15 p.m., 601, 
N. Buckeye Ave., counter-
feiting currency

Feb. 25, 12:03 p.m., 705 
N. Brady St., possession of 
controlled substance

Feb. 24, 9:22 p.m., N. 
Buckeye Ave. and Inter-
state 70 eastbound drug 
investigation

March 7, 3:57 p.m., 504 
NE Sixth St., harassment

Feb. 28, 8:16 p.m., 619 
N. Rogers Ave., trespass

Feb. 28, 10:34 a.m., 1011 
NW Second St., theft

March 1, 5:57 p.m., 1213 
NW Third St., domestic 
disturbance

March 2, 1:598 a.m., 5:17 
SE Sixth St., domestic dis-
turbance

March 4, 11:07 a.m., 100 
S. Buckeye Ave., theft

March 6, 1:17 a.m., 1600 
NW Fourth St., domestic 
disturbance

March 6, 1:11 a.m., 
400 N. Poplar St., drug 
investigation

March 6, 4:49 p.m., 711 
S. Buckeye Ave., battery

March 10, 9:16 a.m., 
109 E. First St., weapons 
violations

March 14, 10:13 a.m., 

409 NW Third St., burglary
March 13, 9:56 a.m., 108 

NE Tenth St., damage to 
property

March 13, 12:59 a.m., 
1804 W. First St., missing 
person

March 15, 1:38 p.m., 2100 
N Buckeye Ave., battery

Arrests 
Feb. 21 - March 30

March 19, 8:38 p.m., 
N. Buckeye Ave. and In-
terstate 70, Brandi Jo 
Reed, pedestrian under 
the influence of alcohol 
or drugs

March 14, 3:03 p.m., 
1001 N. Elm St., Joshua 
Patrick Acheson, proba-
tion violation; failure to 
appear X2

March 13, 12:59 a.m., 
1804 W. First St., Dakota 
Dean Hansen, contribut-
ing to a child’s miscon-
duct

March 10, 9:30 a.m., 
209 E. First St., Abel 
Lozano Jr., criminal car-
rying of a weapon

March 5, 1:18 a.m., N. 
Campbell and NE 13th 
St., Tracy Lewis Brooks, 
Jr.,driving under the influ-
ence of drugs/alcohol; un-
lawful use of turn signals

March 6, 1:20 a.m., 
400, N. Poplar St., Timo-
thy Jess Tyler, possession 
of marijuana; use/ pos-
session with intent to use 
drug paraphernalia

March 5, 4:15 p.m., N. 
Broadway and NW Third 
streets, Eric Thomas 

Pack, driving under the 
influence of drugs/alco-
hol; transporting an open 
container

March 6, 5 p.m., 711 
S. Buckeye Ave., Travis 
Dewayne Lowrey, battery 
on a law enforcement of-
ficer; interference with an 
LEO

March 4, 9:46 a.m., 400 
SE Second St., Fallan 
Kathleen Perkins, proba-
tion violation

March 1, 8:05 a.m., 
W. First and N. Madison 
streets, Justice Leon Ray 
Johnson, probation viola-
tion X2

Feb. 27, 9:30 a.m., N. 
Buckeye Avenue and NW 
14th Street, Donald Derry 
Saunders, failure to appear

March 6, 11:42 a.m., 
1600 NW Fourth St., Kelly 
Michael Ammann, aggra-
vated assault; criminal dis-
charge of a firearm; crimi-
nal damage to property

March 2: 2:21 a.m., 
517 SE Sixth St., Richard 
Wayne Rhodes, aggra-
vated assault; possession 
of opiate, opium, nar-
cotic or certain stimu-
lant; criminal damage to 
property; use/ possession 
with intent to use drug 
paraphernalia

March 1, 6:34 p.m., 400 
N. Olive St., Steven Paul 
Zelniker Sr., stalking; 
violation of a protection 
order; criminal trespass; 
possession of opiate, opi-
um, narcotic or certain 
stimulant; use/ possession 

with intent to use drug 
paraphernalia; possession 
of marijuana; 

Feb. 24, 10:38 p.m., 
N. Buckeye and Lafay-
ette avenues, Cassandra 
Lynn Endres, possession 
of opiate, opium, narcotic 
or certain stimulant; use/ 
possession with intent to 
use drug paraphernalia; 
possession of marijuana; 
liability insurance cover-
age required; operating a 
vehicle without registra-
tion or with an expired tag

Feb. 24, 9:25 a.m., N. 
Buckeye Avenue and In-
terstate 70, Carrie Eliza-
beth Grannan, possession 
of opiate, opium, narcotic 
or certain stimulant; use/ 
possession with intent to 
use drug paraphernalia; 
possession of marijuana

Herington Police
March 7 – March 14

Accidents
March 8, 5:13 p.m., 612 

N B St.,  Gregory Young
Reports

March 8, 8:49 a.m., 520 
S. Fifth St., burglary

March 9, 5:22 a.m., 458 
S. Fifth St., multiple vehi-
cle burglaries

March 9, 9:07 a.m.at 
2000 W. Walnut St. vehicle 
theft

 Arrests
March 9, 2:46 a.m., 100 

E. Helen St.  Brandon 
Nevendorf, battery on a law 
enforcement officer, aggra-
vated battery on LEO, crim-
inal damage to property.

Law Enforcement Report

Wayne William AlbrechtWayne William Albrecht
Aug. 21, 1937 - Jan. 21, 2022 Aug. 21, 1937 - Jan. 21, 2022 

Wayne William 
Albrecht passed 
from this life on 
Jan. 21, 2022, at 
the age of 84. He 

was born to Earnest and Bes-
sie (Stack) Albrecht on Aug. 21, 
1937, in Woodbine, Kansas, the 
youngest of four children. 

He graduated from high school 
in Herington and enlisted in the 
U.S. Army, where he spent part of 
his service in South Korea.

After Wayne was honorably 
discharged, he began working on 
the Rock Island Railroad where 
he made frequent runs to El Reno, 
Oklahoma. On one occasion while 
in El Reno, he met Judy Cavin. 
Wayne and Judy were married Feb. 
15, 1964, at Bible Baptist Church 
in El Reno, where they have been 
members ever since. Wayne served 
at the church in various capacities 
including bus driver and deacon. 
Wayne’s primary place of employ-
ment was at Cavin’s Wrecker Ser-
vice but he also worked at Oklaho-
ma Tire and Supply Co. (OTASCO) 
and Ross Seed & Feed.

Wayne is survived by his wife, 
Judy; sons, Darren and wife, 
Eniko (Kiss) of Waterford, Mich-
igan, and Bryan and wife, Lisa 
(Marquardt) of El Reno; and five 
grandchildren, Jackson, Zita, Jon-
athan, Charlie and Daniel.

 A celebration service was held 
Wednesday, Jan. 26 at Bible Bap-
tist Church with Pastor Adam 
Pearson officiating.

Laura OlsenLaura Olsen
July 21, 1921 - March 17, 2022July 21, 1921 - March 17, 2022

Laura Olsen, 100, of Her-
ington, Kansas 
passed away 
peacefully on 
March 17, 2022, 
at Herington Mu-
nicipal Hospital. 
She was born on 
July 21, 1921, in 
Ramona, to Re-

inhart Beisel and Emma Kuether. 
Laura spent her whole life in 

the Ramona and Herington area, 
she was a graduate of the class 
of 1939 from Herington High 
School. On Oct. 29, 1941, she 

married the love of her life War-
ren Olsen, in Marion. To this 
union they were blessed with two 
sons. Laura and Warren spent 65 
wonderful years together before 
Warren’s passing in 2006. 

Laura was most proud of her 
family. Spending time with her 
family and cooking meals for her 
family is what she loved to do. 
She also enjoyed antiquing with 
Warren throughout the years. 

Laura was a faithful attendee 
of the Methodist Church in Her-
ington up till their closing. She 
then became a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Laura is survived by her son 
Bill Olsen of Herington. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parent’s; her loving husband; 
son, Kim Olsen; brothers Spike 
Beisel, Clemens Beisel, and Andy 
Beisel; and sisters Martha Davis, 
Edna Christner, Erna Bisby. 

Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, Her-
ington Chapel is serving the family. 

The family will receive guests 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 23 at Yazel-Megli Funer-
al Home, 404 South Broadway, 
Herington Chapel. 

Graveside services will take 
place immediately after the vis-
itation at Sunset Hill Cemetery 
with Reverend Bill Neuman offi-
ciating. Memorial Contributions 
can be made to St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church or Herington  Hospital. 
Please sign her online guestbook 
and leave a memory of Laura. 

Helen Faye SorensonHelen Faye Sorenson
Aug. 30, 1941 - March 16, 2022Aug. 30, 1941 - March 16, 2022

Helen Fay 
Sorenson, 80, 
of Herington 
Kansas, passed 
away peaceful-
ly at Menorah 
Medical Center, 
in Overland Park 
on March 16, 
2022. 

She was born 
Aug. 30, 1941 
to Paul and Ida Schlesener in Her-
ington, and was baptized into her 
faith Sept. 21, 1941. 

Helen lived in Herington her 
entire life. She attended parochial 
and public schools, and graduated 
with the class of 1959. 

She confirmed her faith on 
April 17, 1955 at Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, where she re-
mained a lifelong member. 

On May 6, 1962, Helen mar-
ried the love of her life, Ronald 
Sorenson, and together they were 
blessed with four children. So be-
gan her journey on earth being a 
homemaker and mother. 

Although Helen was limited by 
eyesight, her other senses served 
her well, and invoked her to pas-
sionately witness and share her 
faith with many friends, class-
mates, EHU, Red Hat, Tabitha 
Society, and church members. 

Helen was an avid music lov-
er, and always had a song in her 
heart and in her mind. She pre-
ferred the Christian and gospel 
genres. Above all, her greatest 
joy in life was when she could 
spend time with her children and 
grandchildren. 

Helen is survived by her 
daughters, Ronda Strome (Rob) 
of Herington, Susan Buck-
bee (Greg) of Arkansas City, 
and Billi Jo Fielder (Jason) of 
Kansas City; a son Steve So-
renson of Herington; siblings, 
Paul Dean Schlesener of Her-
ington, Ida Cheever (Kenny) 
of Abilene, and Lorna Morgan 
(Jeff) of Hope; grandchildren,  
Ronson Strome (Brittany), Ron-
essa Stueve (Sam), Madeline 
and Gabe Buckbee, and Conner 
Fielder; great-grandchildren, 
Maxon and Lennon Stueve, and 
Wesleigh Strome; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband of 41 years, 
Ronald Sorenson; infant siblings, 
Norma, Gladys, and Leo Charles; 
sisters, Alice Todd, Shirley Bur-
well; a brother Lester; and grand-
daughter Erica Strome. 

A Christian funeral service for 
Helen will be at 2 p.m. March 
31, at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Herington. A private 
family interment will be held. 

Memorial contributions in Hel-
en’s name can be made to Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, 802 E. 
Trapp Street, Herington, Kansas 
67449. 

Please sign her online guest-
book and leave a memory of 
Helen Sorenson. Yazel-Megli Fu-
neral Home, Herington Chapel is 
serving the family.

Anna Mae StikaAnna Mae Stika
June 26, 1933 - March 19 2022June 26, 1933 - March 19 2022

Anna Mae Sti-
ka, 88 of Tam-
pa passed away 
Saturday, March 
19, 2022 at Via 
Christi Hospital 
in Manhattan 
surrounded by 
family.  

She was born 
June 26, 1933 
in Ramona, 
Kansas the daughter of Alex 
and Anna (Schneider) Sader.  
She married the love of her life, 
Frank W. Stika, June 2, 1956 at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ra-
mona. He preceded her in death 
July 14, 2014. 

 Anna Mae is survived by her 
two daughters, Lori Molden-
hauer and husband Thomas of 
Manhattan and Lisa Hanschu 
and husband Ronnie of Ramo-
na; two granddaughters, Nicole 
Stenzel of Manhattan and Anna 
Weber of Lincolnville; two 
great-grandchildren, Christian 
Guilford and McCoy Cross; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband Frank; 
grandson, James Weber; and two 
brothers, LeRoy Sader and Alvin 
Sader.  

Anna Mae will always be re-
membered for kind heart and 
nurturing soul. Her family re-
members all the holidays and 
birthdays where they got to en-
joy her cooking, most notably 
her desserts. There was never 
a shortage of desserts. They 
will also remember whenever 
a family member would travel 
anywhere, she would always 
say, “Go slow and watch the 
corners.”

Funeral Services for Anna Mae 
will be 3 p.m., March 26 at Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Herington. Family will receive 
friends Saturday from 2 p.m. until 
service time at the church. Burial 
will follow at Lewis Cemetery in 
Ramona. 

Everyone is invited to a late 
lunch after the committal service 
at Trinity Parish Hall in Ramo-
na.  Family suggests memorials 
be given to the donor’s choice.  

Memorials may be dropped off or 
mailed to Martin-Becker-Carlson 
Funeral Home, 414 NW Third St., 
Abilene, Kansas 67410.  Online 
condolences may be sent to www.
martinbeckercarlson.com

Larry Wayne ReedLarry Wayne Reed
May 7, 1945 - March 16, 2022May 7, 1945 - March 16, 2022

Larry Wayne Reed, 76, passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday 
March 16, 2022 at his residence 
in Surfside Beach, South Caroli-
na. 

Larry was born on May 7, 1945 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, to 
the late Wayne Delbert Reed and 
Catherine Helen Brehm where his 
father was serving in the Army. 
He was the grandson of Herman 
and Emma Brehm of Herington, 
Kansas. The family then moved 
to Woodbine, Kansas where Lar-
ry grew as a child, learning skills 
that would later lead him through 
his life. 

His family then moved to 
Independence, where Larry 
attended Independence High 
School before going to Nebraska 
Wesleyan University in Lincoln, 
Nebraska where he received his 
bachelor’s degree. Larry then at-
tended Michigan State Univer-
sity for his Master of Business 
Administration before moving 
to Huntington Beach, Califor-
nia. His career in real estate led 
him through Rhode Island and 
Oregon before positioning him-
self in South Carolina.  

Larry is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Tuck Self of Surfside 
Beach; children, Chad (Tiffa-
ny) Reed of Shelbyville, Ten-
nessee, Trent (Athena) Reed of 
Clarendon Hills, Illinois, Ash-
lee (Michaela) Reed of West 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, Caleb 
Davis of Columbia, South Car-
olina, Jamie Davis of Sarasota, 
Florida; his beautiful grand-
children, Evan, Preston, Trifon, 
Katerina, Teagan, Brayden, and 
Delaney; and his sister Dorita 
(Mark) Wendt of Washington 
State.  

A celebration of Larry’s life 
will be held at a later date. 

Burroughs Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of Murrells 
Inlet, South Carolina, handled the 
arrangements.

ANNA MAE STIKA

HELEN FAYE 
SORENSON

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace
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Thursday
March 31

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but ap-
pointments are neces-
sary for a 15-minute ses-
sion. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

12:45 p.m. Corn hole 
tournament, Abilene Se-
nior Center

Friday
April 1

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Taste of 
Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Monday
April 4

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

7 p.m. Book Club at 
Herington Public Li-
brary, 102 S. Broadway, 
Herington. Call (785) 
258—2011 to find out 
the book.  

Tuesday
April 5

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

10:15 a.m. Wee Read 
Storytime at the Abilene 
Library

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Vet-
eran’s benefits expo, 
American Legion, 
Hope.

5:30 p.m. City Com-
mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

Wednesday
April 6

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. free 
haircuts for children and 
adults, by appointment, 
call 785.200.6750, 
Neighbor to Neighbor, 
8003 N. Cedar, Abilene

Thursday
April 7

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. 
There is no cost but ap-
pointments are neces-
sary for a 15-minute ses-
sion. Call 785.280.0437 
to schedule a time.

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m.

Tandi Reiff

9 N. Broadway 
Herington 

785-258-2252

Providing 
quality service  

to our 
community. 

Home
Auto
Farm

Business 
Medical  

Supplements  
Life & More!

tandi@smart-ins.com

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

102 NW 3rd Street  |  Abilene, KS 67410 
P 785-263-3794  |  TF 855-200-3794

2021-0512 Exp. 02/28/2024 Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Patricia O’Malley  |  Managing Director – Investments
Amanda Cormack  |  Financial Advisor

Managing What 
Matters for 

Generations
Integrity. Trust. Mutual Respect. That’s 
How We Do Business. Contact Us Today.

Special to the DCNT

People can make a dif-
ference in their community 
and help the environment at 
the same time by joining the 
Adopt-A-Highway program 
in Kansas.

Litter is unsightly and un-
safe, and it has a negative 
impact on residents and vis-
itors to Kansas. But every 
section of highway cleaned 
by participating groups adds 
up to the miles of nice-look-
ing roadsides for everyone 
to enjoy. This helps to raise 
awareness on the negative 
effects of pollution and the 
positive aspects of a clean 
community.

Groups are asked to sign a 
two-year agreement with the 
program, and there is no cost 
to the group. The Kansas De-
partment of Transportation, 

which sponsors the program, 
provides each group safe-
ty training, trash bags and 
orange vests. Groups have 
clean-ups three times a year 
at their convenience and are 
recognized for their efforts 
with signs marking their sec-
tions of highway.

Adopt-A-Highway groups 
are gearing up for the annual 
Clean Up Kansas Campaign, 
in April. All Adopt-A-High-
way groups are encouraged 
but not required to partici-
pate in the statewide event.

Any non-profit group that 
does not discriminate upon 
the basis of race, religion or 
gender can join. Members 
must be at least 11 years old 
and have adequate adult su-
pervision. For more informa-
tion, contact Northeast Kan-
sas KDOT office in Topeka 
at (785) 296-2291

Special to the DCNT

Tickets are on sale now 
for the Junior League Club 
of Abilene’s to-go chicken 
salad luncheon on Tues-
day, April 12. 

The annual fundraiser 
aids the organization in 
its mission to help women 
and children in Dickinson 
County. 

The club will serve dine-
in guests at noon at St. An-
drew’s Catholic Church 
Parish Hall, 311 S. Buck-
eye. Carryout orders may 
be picked up in the drive-
through on the west side 
of the parish hall from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Delivery is also avail-
able to area businesses 
purchasing five or more 
meals being delivered to 
the same location. 

Tickets are $12 each 
and include chicken salad 

on a croissant with tea 
cookies. 

Tickets are available-
now through April 3 from 
any Jr. League member or 
at the following Abilene 
businesses: West’s Plaza 
Country Mart, 1900 N 
Buckeye Ave.; Stephens 
Chiropractic, 311 N. Ce-
dar; Family Eye Care of 
Abilene, 202 NW 15th 
St.; and Ameriprise Fi-
nancial (downtown) - 
Diana Miller, 203 NW 
Third St.

Past luncheon proceeds 
have benefited commu-
nity members in need 
with necessities such as 
warm coats, clothing and 
shoes, groceries, school 
supplies, hygiene prod-
ucts and nutritious food. 
Funds also have helped 
recipients with urgent 
household and medical 
needs.

“The chicken salad 
luncheon has become a 
beloved tradition that 
enables us to make an in-
credible difference in the 
lives of families in need 
in our community,” said 
Melissa Reed, Junior 
League Club luncheon 
committee member. 

As the organization’s 
only fundraiser, the lun-
cheon proceeds help The 
Junior League Club of 
Abilene support Dickin-
son County women and 
children in need. 

The club’s Women 
Helping Women Legacy 
Fund is managed by the 
Community Foundation 
of Dickinson County. 

This endowed fund 
helps improve the 
health and well-being 
of women in Dickinson 
County who have limit-
ed resources. 

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

The Dickinson County 
Road and Bridge Depart-
ment uses a strict inspec-
tion process to ensure the 
county’s 300 bridges are 
safe.

 “Our bridges are inspect-
ed every other year and the 
ones that are more at risk 
are inspected every year,” 
said Dickinson County 
Road and Bridge Super-
visor Martin Tannahill. 
“None of our bridges are in 
danger of falling in.”

When Tannahill talks 
about “our bridges,” he 
means structures located on 
township and county roads.

“We have nothing to 
do with interstate or state 
highway bridges,” Tanna-
hill said.

Nationwide, the state 
of bridges and other in-
frastructure has long been 
a concern and in recent 
months, Congress passed 
the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act to help 
rebuild the nation’s roads, 
bridges and railways.

As if to emphasize the 
need, in January, the Fern 
Hollow Bridge in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, col-
lapsed., bringing renewed 
attention to the problems.

Locally, however, Dick-
inson County has taken 
an aggressive approach to 
ensure its bridges are safe, 

not only through a rigorous 
inspection process, but also 
with a planned bridge re-
building program.

And it’s an agenda most 
county voters agree with. 
While the county has a 
regular road and bridge 
department budget, coun-
ty residents in November 
2020 voted to continue a 
one-half percent sales tax, 
which was originally insti-
tuted in 2014, to fund road 
and bridge projects. Those 
tax collections cannot be 
used for anything else.

The special sales tax will 
sunset in 2030.

Sixty percent of the sales 
tax collected goes toward 

Kathy Hageman | Courtesy photo
Dickinson County Road and Bridge Department 
Office Manager Shiloh Walter, left, and Road and 
Bridge Supervisor Martin Tannahill talk about the 
county’s 2022 bridge projects.

Non-profits can 
adopt a highway

Luncheon proceeds to 
help residents in need

Inspections keep county bridges safe

By Sherman Smith
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — The Kansas 
House unveiled a plan for 
legalizing sports wagering 
through online platforms and 
bets placed at casinos, conve-
nience stores and racetracks.

House Bill 2740 has wide-
spread support from gaming 
interests that have squabbled 
for years over who gets to 
control the action and how to 
slice up the revenue.

“I never thought this day 
would get here,” said Rep. 
John Barker, an Abilene Re-
publican and chairman of 
the Federal and State Affairs 
Committee.

The committee heard 
testimony in support of the 
bill from three state casinos, 
a tribal casino, the Sporting 
Kanas City soccer team and 
a lobbyist for billionaire Las 
Vegas casino owner Phil 

Ruffin, who for years has 
tried to resurrect operations 
at his now-closed Sedgwick 
County racetrack. The 
only opponents to offer 
testimony were concerned 
by restrictions placed on 
greyhound racing.

Animal rights and gam-
bling addiction organizations 
expressed concerns while 
asking for their testimony to 
be considered neutral.

The bill authorizes sports 
gambling by allowing the 
Kansas Lottery to contract 
with gaming facility manag-
ers. Those managers could 
offer wagering through web-
sites, interactive mobile ap-
plications and on site. The 
legislation also allows wager-
ing on machines at Ruffin’s 
facility, but it bans machines 
at greyhound races.

See BRIDGES P. 6

See GAMBLING P. 5

House unveils 
gambling plan
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“Call ‘Four One Oh’ for 
free delivery twice daily.”

Advertised heavily, 
seemingly 
p r o u d l y 
promoted 
was that 
s e r v i c e 
of Bu-
c h m a n ’ s 
Grocery, a 
long-gone 
f a m i l y 
bus ines s 
in Coun-
cil Grove.

Now, many years later 
grocery stores and other 
businesses are offering 
home deliveries. It is as 
if the service is new and 
completely unique, but 
that’s definitely not true. 

However, not having 
checked out delivery ser-
vice highly publicized 
by numerous companies, 

most likely it is far from 
“free.”

More than 60 years 
ago, there were nine gro-
cery stores in the home-
town, and only one pro-
moted delivery services. 
However, there were a 
couple others who like-
ly did deliver groceries 
to shut-ins, and the like, 
whether charging or not 
is unknown. 

Of course that was a 
much different time as 
far as what it cost to offer 
any kind of services. New 
cars were about $2,700. 
Gasoline was a quarter a 
gallon or less. Employ-
ees worked for a dollar an 
hour. Of interest perhaps, 
stamps were six cents, and 
grocery store milk was a 
dollar a gallon. 

Morning grocery deliv-
eries were at 10:30, and 
must be completed before 
the customer’s dinner-
time. Afternoon deliveries 
started at 5 o’clock. 

Sometimes three deliver-
ies would be made on Sat-
urday, since the store was 
closed Sunday. Before hol-
idays, especially on week-
ends when the store would 
be closed two days, gen-
erally four deliveries were 
made the prior day. 

Through the years, sev-
eral different vehicles 
were used for delivering 
groceries. Earliest mem-
ory is of a tan Keiser 
coupe. “Bigtime” was 
the turquoise ’57 Chevro-
let panel wagon with the 
store’s name and phone 
number painted brightly 
on both sides. After that, 
various station wagons 
with storage racks on top 
were driven for grocery 
deliveries.

There was no limit 
on the size of purchase. 
Many times, a custom-
er only wanted milk or 
bread. One lady, “This is 
me,” would call for deliv-
ery of a 25-cents package 
of cigarettes. Yet other 
customers ordered sever-
al large boxes of grocer-
ies to be delivered.

The delivery boy, wan-
nabe cowboy, going with 
Dad, without knocking 
would tromp in homes 
and set groceries on the 
counter. 

Items were sometimes 
put right in the custom-
er’s refrigerator. “Thank 
you. Call again.”  

“There’s nothing new 
under the sun,” always 
higher costs, with very 
little done for “free.”

Reminded of Isaiah 
60:12: “Doors will al-
ways be open for receiv-
ing deliveries from gro-
cery boys.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
TELEPHONE EX-

CHANGE —  Mr. D. A. 
Van Trine of Salina was 
here last Friday and began 
the work 
of put-
ting in a 
telephone 
exchange. 
He al-
r e a d y 
has more 
than one-
half the 
n u m b e r 
of sub-
scribers necessary before 
beginning the work of 
putting up poles and the 
apparatus. 

With the low prices, 
every business and res-
idence in town should 
join the procession and do 
their part toward making 
it a success. 

It costs $2 a month 
for businesses and $1 a 
month for residences. 
Four of them are to be 
put in at the Rock Island 

depot, freight, and round 
house, and one at the Mo. 
Pac. Depot so that ev-
erybody can keep posted 
on the movements of the 
trains. In case of sickness 
at home, the physician’s 
office could be reached 
at once both night and 
day. It is also expected 
that we will soon be in 
talking distance with the 
county seat so that county 
records can be reached at 
any time.

100 years ago, 1922
ADDITION TO THE 

CITY PARK — It is under-
stood that the Rock Island 
railroad company intends 
to give a quit claim deed on 
the old ballpark on North 
Broadway to the city of 
Herington. 

While the company, by 
this action, relieves itself 
of paying the taxes as-
sessed against this proper-
ty, the land which compris-
es about four acres will be 

a splendid addition to the 
city park.

75 years ago — 1947
FORM NEW PARTNER-

SHIP — C. M. Kerns, retired 
Rock Island employee, and 
Harold W. “Bud” Finch have 
teamed together to form the 
newest of the Herington 
firms. Known as Kerns and 
Finch, located at 103 West 
Main Street, they will handle 
a complete line of sporting 
goods and are the exclusive 
agents in this territory for 
the Mercury outboard mo-
tor and Shakespeare line 
of rods, reels, and fishing 
tackle. Kerns retired from 
the Rock Island, August 23, 
1946, after 44 years’ service. 
Since he came to Herington 
35 years ago, he has been an 
active leader among hunters 
and anglers in this commu-
nity. Harold “Bud” Finch, 
son of the late mayor Finch, 
served nearly four years in 
the U. S. Navy during World 
War II.

50 years ago - 1972
VIETNAM VET NEW 

CITY MANAGER — A 

resolution was passed 
at the city commission 
meeting that officially 
began the city manager - 
commission form of city 
government. 

William A. Ramsey of 
Shawnee Mission was 
appointed as City Man-
ager of the City of Her-
ington. Ramsey, a Kan-
sas boy, was born at El 
Dorado, attended grade 
school and high school 
in Emporia and received 
his degree from Kansas 
State Teachers College, 
Emporia. 

He studied public ad-
ministration at Kansas 
University and entered 
the US Army and com-
pleted a tour of duty in 
Vietnam in February 
of this year, being dis-
charged as a Lieutenant.

He is enthusiastic about 
his job and said that after 
being shot at in Vietnam, 
he believed that being a 
city manager couldn’t be 
any worse than that.

Herington Historical So-
ciety & Museum, 800 S. 
Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Home deliveries: nothing new

Telephone exchange on its way

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
Members of the Law-

r e n c e 
B r u n s -
wick Post 
of the 
American 
L e g i o n 
and Aux-
iliary, with 
their fam-
ilies and 
f r i e n d s , 
about a 
hundred in all, gathered 
Sunday evening at the Cath-
olic Parish Hall to celebrate 
the twenty-eighth birthday 
of the organization. A cafe-
teria dinner featuring baked 
turkey and dressing was 
furnished by the Legion. 

Tables were decorated 
in green and white and a 
beautiful birthday cake in 
the same colors and bearing 
twenty-eight candles was 
the central point of interest.  
After a program of local tal-
ent, the rest of the evening 
was spent in bingo, card 
games and conversation.

The Legion is now 103 
years old.  It is still active 
and provides support to 

veterans and their families.  
I remember how big these 
birthday dinners were!

50 years ago, 1972
The Chapman Girls 

Scouts entertained their 
dads at a covered dish sup-
per at the Catholic Parish 
Center Monday evening. 
Places were laid for 160 
Scouts and Dads. 

The Brownies provided 
several games, the Junior 
Troop sang a round and 
the Cadettes presented the 
closing. 

Den Mothers in charge of 
the event were Mrs. Kathy 
Hettenbach, Mrs. Ron 
Meyer, Mrs. Joyce Dick-
inson, Mrs. Sandy Stevens, 
Mrs. Delores Stewart, Mrs. 
Janice Bryant, and Mrs. 
Jean Scanlan.

160 – wow, what a large 
group.  Looking at the Den 

Mothers in charge, I am 
positive that the night went 
as planned!

25 years ago, 1997
The Chapman Middle 

School eighth grade choir 
will present, “We Haz 
Jazz,” a tribute to jazz 
musicians at the Chap-
man Elementary School 
gymnasium.  

According to Marlo 
Zumbrunn, director, the 
group will take the show 
to outlying schools on 
Wednesday and repeat 
the performance at the 
CHS gymnasium.  

The public is invited to 
attend.

This would have been a 
fun program.  Marlo was 
(still is) such a great music 
teacher. Marlo, any chance 
there was a Markley in the 
choir?

10 years ago, 2012
BSA Troop 48 collect-

ed canned and dried food 
packages as part of Nation-
al Scouting for Food proj-
ect. Led by scout Tyler Ed-
wards, the boys canvassed 
Chapman neighborhoods 
earlier in the week and then 
on Saturday, pick up those 
sacks set out on neigh-
bors’ doorsteps. Scout-
master Phillips estimated 
over 300 pounds of food 
were donated with distri-
butions set for area food 
pantries. Lowell Phillips, 
Cody Blocker, Joel Kim-
brell, and Asst Scoutmaster 
Dale Nelson, Shaun Block-
er, Justin Henderson, Sam 
Switzer, Michael Hall and 
Tyler Edwards.

What a great project!  
Several of these Scouts 
went on to become Eagles. 
They had great Scoutmas-
ters who are involved and 
set good examples and 
have taught these young 
men to give back to their 
communities!

Quote of the week: 
“No matter what people 
tell you, words and ideas 
can change the world” 
~Robin Williams                            
janmccormick@ 
rocketmail.com

Scouts have several activities

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Dear Editor, 

It’s 10 pm on Friday, 
March 18, and I have 
checked the Donate Dick-
inson Day website for 
the 100th time today. My 
emotions overtook me as 
I looked at the number of 
people who contributed 
today; the exact number is 
451 people. Four-hundred 
fifty-one people who care 
about the community in 
which they live, work, and 
play, and people who once 
lived within the boundar-
ies of Dickinson County 
and wanted to give back to 
a community that helped 
raise them. I know that I 
should be astonished by the 
number of people and the 
amount shown, and I am. 
However, I am more over-
whelmed by the generosity 
that Dickinsonians have for 
each other.  This year the 
total amount of donations is 
$175,359.06. 

As we continue to hold 
Donate Dickinson County 
Day each year, we know 
the future of our communi-
ty will continue to remain 
bright. Our nonprofit organi-
zations, which help people, 
entertain people, teach peo-
ple, and care for people, will 
remain in Dickinson County 
and will continue to thrive. 

This year we had several 
new funds join the Donate 
Dickinson Family. One was 
the Woodbine Community 
Fund. I am looking forward 

to the growth of this fund 
and to seeing the benefits it 
will bring to the community 
of Woodbine. 

Another was the Her-
ington Historical Museum, 
which doubled its fund bal-
ance on Donate Day.  This 
fund will continue to grow 
and will someday be able 
to support the operations 
of this museum.  That’s the 
effect and benefit of Donate 
Day.

Each year this event con-
tinues to grow, nonprofit 
participation increases. Peo-
ple learn of the event and 
understand the importance 
of what these nonprofits 
do for our community, and 
wow, do people show up to 
support. 

Thank you so much to 
ALL the many people who 
made the fourth annual Do-
nate Dickinson County Day 
a mega success. I am so 
thankful that Tim and Bren-
da Holm walked into the 
Community Foundation’s 
office and volunteered to 
be the matching donor; we 
could not hold Donate Dick-
inson County Day without 
our match donor. (In that 
vein, if you would like to be 
the Match Donor or 2023, 
please let me know.)

There is no better way to 
end this letter than to say – 
The Community Foundation 
of Dickinson County…For 
good! For Ever!®

Elizabeth Weese
Abilene

Donation Day 
was successful

By Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt
Special to the DCNT

True to form, spring has arrived. In Kansas, that also 
means that, in addition to warmer temperatures and emerg-
ing gardens, storm clouds will be on the horizon. Severe 
thunderstorms, hail and the occasional tornado are a fact 
of life. So is the inevitable recovery by Kansas residents 
when nature takes a toll on roofs and other structures.

When the storms hit, it is common for out-of-area, 
traveling contractors to roll into a damaged town looking 
to make a quick buck. To help combat this, the Legisla-
ture in 2013 passed a law requiring roofing contractors to 
register with the attorney general’s office. The program 
has been successful, with over 1,500 roofers currently 
registered and in good standing to operate in Kansas.

If your roof is damaged in a spring storm – or if 
you’re just looking to have some work done on your 
roof this spring – it’s important to make sure the roof-
ing contractor you use is properly registered with the 
attorney general’s office. Ask the roofer to provide you 
a copy of their current roofing registration certificate, 
and go to our website at www.InYourCornerKansas.org 
to check the current registration list to make sure the 
contractor is in good standing. Many city and county 
governments also require permits before doing work, 
so make sure your roofer has complied with all local 
ordinances as well.

Here are some more tips to help keep you safe from home 
repair scams, regardless if it is roofing or other projects:

•  If a deal sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
•  Get multiple written bids on home improvement proj-

ects to ensure quotes are reasonable and competitive.
•  Ask for local references. Working with a well-known, 

reputable local contractor will help prevent becom-
ing a victim of a fly-by-night operator who won’t be 
around if you have problems later.

•  Friends, family and neighbors are the best sources for 
recommendations.

•  Be sure your contractor is insured. The contractor 
should have personal liability, property damage and 
worker’s compensation insurance for workers and 
subcontractors. Also check with your insurance com-
pany to find out if you are covered for any injury or 
damage that might occur.

 Most importantly, document everything in writing. 
Insist on a contract that states exactly what work will be 
done, the quality of materials that will be used, warranties, 
timetables, the names of any subcontractors, the total price 
of the job, and the schedule of payments. Don’t make a 
final payment or sign a final release until you are satisfied 
with the work and know that subcontractors and suppliers 
have been paid.

Consumer Corner:
Watch out for  

unregistered roofers



Darlene Griffiths
White City Principal

Rural Vista - USD 481 
hired a new agriculture edu-
cation teacher this year. Her 
name is Tracy Oelschlaeger.  
Miss O, as the students and 
staff call her, has been a tre-
mendous addition to the dis-
trict. She has worked tireless-
ly to get our FFA chapter up 
and running again; and she 
is always looking for ways 
to engage our students in the 
community as well as in the 
agricultural realm.

Here is just a short list 
of the activities that Miss 
Oelschlaeger has had our 
Rural Vista students partic-
ipate in this year:

Sept 15 - Greenhand Con-
ference for freshmen

Sept 19 - Military Honor 
Parade

Sept 22 - Land Judging — 
The team placed fifth.

Oct 14 - Dairy Cattle 
Judging — The freshmen 
team placed sixth.

Oct 26 - Oct 30:  National 
FFA Convention — Four se-
niors attended.

Nov 15 - Leadership 
School

Dec 9 - Milk Quality team 
placed fifth.

Dec 13 - Gavin Carson 
won an SAE Grant.

Dec 19 - Christmas Pa-
rade

Jan 30 - Jan 15 students 
traveled to Paradise, Kansas 

to help farmers rebuild 
from the wildfires.

Feb 6 - Farm Report 
featured a segment about 
our FFA chapter traveling 
to Paradise to help.

Feb 9 - Speech Contest. 
Rachel Hubele placed 
third, so she will be going 
on to State.

Feb 21 - Feb 26 was Na-
tional FFA Week. Tractor 
parades were held in both 
Hope and White City.

Feb 28 - Poultry Judg-
ing. Rachel Hubele 
placed first, and the team 
got third.

March 25 - Four students 
traveled with Miss O to Fort 
Scott Aggie Days.

The Rural Vista FFA Chap-
ter is looking forward to the 
District FFA Banquet on April 
4. We will have Ajay Brown, 
Rachel Hubele, Leah Riedy, 
and Aidan Hower recognized 
for their state FFA degrees. 
We will also see Lane Bar-
rett receive his Proficiency 
Award. On April 26, Rural 
Vista will host our own FFA 
Banquet. Thank you to Miss 
Oelschlaeger for working so 
diligently with our students 
and building our FFA chapter!

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

My family travels 
each year to the Wal-
nut Valley Festival 
in Winfield Kansas. 
We pitch a tent north 
of the fair grounds. 
Because we check 
in early, we manage 
to camp in the same 
general area each 
year. Most regular 
campers can be found in or near the 
same spot each year. It is one of the great 
things about the festival, people know 
each other and look forward to seeing 
one another.

Local folks drive by and honk their 
horns just because it is a site to behold. 
Tents, campers, and renovated school 
buses are crammed side by side in ev-

ery available space. A story is told of a 
Winfield lady who borrowed a camper, 
filled it with everything she would need 
for festival week, and parked it in the 
perfect spot before the festival official-
ly started. Unlike her other early bird 
neighbors, she returned to her job count-
ing the days until the music started.

Thursday after work she gathered her 
family to enjoy a wonderful weekend 
of music and fun. There was a problem. 
The campground was filled to capac-
ity by the time they arrived and wove 
through the roads lined with hundreds 
of tents and campers. Did I mention that 
she borrowed the camper? They drove 
around and around to no avail, there was 

no way to find and recognize the camper 
so home they went. She didn’t find the 
camper until Sunday after nearly every-
one was gone.  

I am convinced the story would have 
been different if she had just driven by 
the camper each day. She would have 
remembered what it looked like and 
become familiar with the changing 
neighborhood. 

Most of what we do in life is the 
same. We need to focus at least for a few 
moment every day on what is important, 
lest it become lost, forgotten, or out of 
reach. Want to learn an instrument, play 
a few minutes daily. Get in shape with 
daily exercise.  Improve a skill, build 
a relationship, grow in faith, whatever 
you want to achieve works best if you 
give it focus and time.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell
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Senior Center Menus
Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

456 Highway 77
Herington

785-258-8024

Friday, April 1
Baked Fish or BBQ 
Ribette, Potato Salad, 
Brussel 
Sprouts, 
Fruit Crisp, 
Wheat 
Bread
Monday, April 4
Turkey & Noodles, Car-
rots, Lime Pears, Biscuit

Tuesday, April 5
Pizza Burger / Bun, 
ColeSlaw, Mandarin Or-
anges, Blueberry Muffin
Wednesday, April 6
Taco Salad, Tortilla 
Chips, Fruit Cocktail, 
Cookie
Thursday, April 7
Meatloaf, Baked Pota-
to, Pickled Beets, Pears,                      
Wheat Roll

Friday, April 1
Baked Pollock or Chick-
en Fry, Hashbrown Cas-
serole, Carrots, Wheat 
roll, Fruit
Monday, April 4
Chicken Tenders, Tater 
Tots, Mixed Veggies, 
Wheat Roll, Grapes
Tuesday, April 5
Sausage and Egg Break-
fast Casserole, Biscuits, 
Tomato Wedges, Peaches

Wednesday, April 6
Hamburger Steak 
Smothered With Onions, 
Scalloped Potatoes, Peas 
and Carrots, Hot Roll, 
Fruit, Cookies
Thursday, April 7
Baked Fish or Little 
Smokies, Potato Wedg-
es, Tomato Slices, Wheat 
Roll, Fruit 
dessert

School SpotlightSchool Spotlight

The lost trailer

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

First Baptist Church
201 E Hawley St., Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section

Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for

adults and children
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church
15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

Grace Baptist Church
117 E. Third St., Chapman

9:45 a.m. Bible School
10:45 a.m. Worship/Service

Our Redeemer Lutheran
802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 N. Eighth St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class
11 a.m. Worship/Communion

Sutphen Mill 
Christian Church 

3117 Paint Rd., Chapman
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church
210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Worship

If you would like to help sponsor 
our area churches or would like 
your church’s hours listed, con-
tact us at 785-366-6186 or email 
dcnewstimes@outlook.com

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703
kayspharmacy@gmail.com
2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 
for details!

Ages 12-17 must be
accompanied by a parent

All the Comforts
of  Home Heating
at  Its Best

Enjoy warmth and convenience Enjoy warmth and convenience 
you can count on all seasonyou can count on all season
with safe, reliable furnace. with safe, reliable furnace. 

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial • 24 HOUR SERVICE
Master Mechanical • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Buying a new appliance!
Planning home
improvements?

Call or visit us online

Courtesy photo
Members of the Rural Vista FFA have had a busy year 
thanks to the districts new agriculture education teacher

By Brandy Sensmeier
DCNT Staff

H a v e 
you ever 
listened to 
the lyrics 
“America 
the Beau-
tiful” and 
visualized 
the words 
as they 
s w e e p 
t h r o u g h 
the air? I know I have. The 
moment it says, “amber 
waves of grain … .” That 
brings me right to Kansas. 
There is nothing like driving 
down the backroads in har-
vest season and seeing the 
wind sweeping through the 
fields, sending the wheat into 
a beautiful wave. Even while 
traveling with the military, 

those picturesque memories 
always popped into my head 
as the song played.  

There are so many things 
here in Kansas we may take 
for granted, and most won’t 
realize it until they are no 
longer around. Those fields 
for example, have you ever 
wondered about the work that 
goes into making those beau-
tiful “amber waves of grain?” 
What about the gorgeous sun-
rises over a local lake, that 
maybe only the farmers, or 
early risers, really see any-
more? Kansas is one of very 
few places I have traveled to 
that I have seen five different 
colors in the sky at once. It re-
ally is worth getting up early 
just to see those colors roll 
across the sky and wonder-
ing where the sky ends and 
the water starts. What about 
the storms? Some of the best 

photos of storm fronts have 
come from Kansas.  

Kansas may not be every-
one’s cup of tea. However, it 
has grown to be just what my 
soul yearns for. Kansas is one 
of the best outdoors destina-
tions I have traveled to. It of-
fers tons of hiking trails, great 
biking destinations, world 
class hunting and fishing, and 
let’s not forget the kayaking 
on the rivers. What about 
camping? Choose one of hun-
dreds of camping locations 
across the state. Don’t want 
to stay in a tent? Fine, there 
are dozens of cabin locations 
across the state as well.   

“From sea to shining sea,” 
Kansas is where I want to 
be.  Get out, explore, and 
experience Kansas in the 
best way you can, all while 
making memories that last 
for a lifetime.  

BRANDY SENSMEIER

America the Beautiful

The state would get 20% 
of revenue through online 
gambling and 14% from 
in-person bets. Whitney 
Damron, a lobbyist for Hol-
lywood Casino at the Kan-
sas Speedway in Kansas 
City, Kansas, said revenue 
estimates suggest the state 
could receive $50 million 
in annual revenue. An offi-
cial fiscal note has not yet 
been determined for the new 
House bill.

Jim Gartland, executive 
director of the National Grey-
hound Association, and Mike 
O’Neil, representing the Kan-

sas Greyhound Association, 
submitted written testimony 
that named Ruffin and raised 
concerns about his influence 
on the bill.

“This is akin to letting a 
McDonalds franchise owner 
write the laws on what other 
fast food companies are al-
lowed to be operated in the 
state,” Gartland said.

O’Neil said provisions of 
the bill dealing with grey-
hounds are not germane to the 
subject of sports betting.

O’Neil also asked that law-
makers not make judgments 
about greyhounds unless they 

have the opportunity to tour a 
facility.

“Believe me,” O’Neil said, 
“if there were such a thing 
as reincarnation, I’d want to 
come back as a Kansas grey-
hound. They’re the sweetest 
athletes you’ll ever meet.”

Barker said the committee 
would consider amendments 
and take action on the bill 
next week. If the House were 
to adopt the legislation, rep-
resentatives would have to 
work out a deal with senators 
who passed a competing bill 
last year.
https://kansasreflector.com/

GAMBLING Continued from P. 3

Rural Vista FFA grows
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(First Published in Dickinson County 
News-Times on Thursday, March 10, 2022)

BLIXT LANDFILL IS HEREBY CLOSED
BY ORDER OF THE KANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT

KDHE has revoked solid waste per-
mits for Blixt Landfill, located at 2646 
Sage Road, Chapman, Dickinson 
County, Kansas. 
Blixt Landfill is prohibited from ac-
cepting waste.
Per K.S.A. 65-3419, any person that 
disposes waste at Blixt Landfill may 
be penalized up to $5,000 for every 
occurrence. For any further questions, 
please contact the KDHE Bureau of 
Waste Management at 785-296-1600 
or kdhe.bwmweb@ks.gov.

Public Notice

Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on Thursday, March 31, 2022)

State of Kansas
Township Annual Report

The undersigned treasurer and trustee of Lyon Township, submit the following
report for the year ending December 31, 2021.

Cash Cash
Balance Total Total Balance Unpaid Bills

Name of Funds Jan. 1, 2021 Receipts Expenditures Dec. 31, 2021 Dec. 31, 2021
General 98.52 9,208.24 9,200.06 106.70 0.00
Road 85.07 91,433.15 91,000.00 518.22 0.00
Special Machinery 54,891.22 10,162.12 3,410.36 61,642.98 0.00
Fire Protection 534.27 20,771.53 20,436.59 869.21 0.00
Totals 55,609.08 131,575.04 124,047.01 63,137.11 0.00

Total Cash Balance for all Funds 63,137.11
Does the Total Cash Balance for all Funds equal to Cash Balance Dec. 31? Yes

I certify that this financial report is a correct summary of all money received and expended as well as
all unpaid bills for the township during the year ending December 31, 2021.

Date: ________1-24-2022__________________ Jim Hay 
Township Treasurer

Annual Report of Lyon Township

Dickinson County, Kansas

FINANCIAL REPORT

Page No. 1

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

Herington  785-258-2244 • Marion  620-382-2112
Hillsboro  620-947-2112

Council Grove  620-767-7877

Sawyer
Funeral Home

Whitewater  316-799-2000

yazel-Megli
Funeral Homes

laMb
Funeral Home

Thank you to our sponsor
With the support of sponsors the  
Dickinson County News-Times prints a 
different type of puzzle each week.
 If you would like to become a sponsor, 
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

aged out of 4-H she turned 
her attention to volunteering 
becoming the dog leader for 
Geary County. She stayed 
on the volunteer roster 
through college and into her 
professional life as a teach-
er at Junction City Middle 
School.

Then, in 2007, the oppor-
tunity to become the 4-H 
Youth Development Agent 
in Dickinson County pre-
sented itself.

“It’s not often that those 
positions that you would re-
ally be interested in, come 
open,” she said. 

By that time she had 
several years invested in 
teaching and had to weigh 
making a career change. 
The scales tipped in favor 
of Extension but nowhere in 
the decision was the thought 
that she would not have as 
much work to do.

“With Extension, I have 
more flexibility within my 
schedule,” she said. “I work 
a lot and I work a lot in the 
evening and on weekends, 
but it’s not as time-driven as 
it is being a classroom teach-
er, where you’re constantly 
watching the clock to make 
sure you’re covering every-
thing you need to for ev-
ery single class every hour. 
Also, a huge perk of being 
an extension agent over a 
classroom teacher is the 
chance to use the restroom 
when you would like.”

The change in careers is 
one she has never regretted 
she said.

“I love being a 4-H Youth 
Development Agent and I 
think that Dickinson County 
is a very special place to be 
in that position,” she said. 
“Within this county, 4-H 
has a tradition and a level of 

support that you don’t find 
in many other places in the 
state and even in the nation. 
It’s a great place to be a 4-H 
member and it’s also a great 
place to be someone who’s 
working with the 4-H pro-
gram because there is such a 
level of support.”

Martinson said her pri-
mary role is keeping the 
structure of the program 
together and supporting 
the volunteers. The success 
of the 4-H program lies in 
a strong volunteer base of 
club leaders, project lead-
ers, fair superintendents, 
and many others.

Having the strong volun-
teer support that she does in 
Dickinson County allows 
her time to address the num-
ber one challenge of making 
sure they are meeting the 
needs of youth and finding 
ways to do that better.

“We have quite a base of 
alumni support where fam-
ilies have been generation-
ally involved in the four H 
program,” she said. “The 
challenge is, ‘how do we 
reach youth who are outside 
of that generational support? 
How do we reach kids who 
may not have transportation 
to be a part of club meet-
ings? How do they still 
have a 4-H experience, even 
though that’s not something 
that’s reachable right now 
for their family?’”

Recognizing the obsta-
cles paves the way for find-
ing new and creative ways 
to evolve the program to 
reach youth who may have 
previously been outside of 
the perceived typical 4-H 
environment.

“There’s the idea that 4-H 
is just for kids in rural ar-
eas,” she said. “Anyone can 

be involved, you don’t have 
to have access to a farm. 
You don’t have to have ac-
cess to livestock to be a part 
of this program.”

Helping her keep the 
program strong in Dickin-
son County are the young 
people who, as they go into 
their teen years, stay with 
the program.

“That is something that’s 
really hard to do,” Martinson 
said. “Ss kids get into more 
activities, middle and high 
school, they have to make 
choices because there’s only 
so much time for them and 
for their families.”

To keep them involved, 
leaders have to recognize 
the challenges the members 
face and meet their needs.

“One thing that I believe 
in being really flexible on 
is, ‘You choose your level 
of involvement,’” she said. 

“Our leadership squad, 
which has had really strong 
leadership, … one of the 
hallmarks of that program 
… is that you give as much 
time as you have available. 
There are several activ-
ities planned, but not all 
the kids are expected to 
do all of them. They’re not 
expected to attend all the 
meetings.”

Providing what the youth 
need today, isn’t just about 
today — it’s about giving 
them the tools they need as 
they move into adulthood.

“The three big ones would 
be life skills, so learning 
how to do things that are 
helpful to your life; leader-
ship skills; and citizenship, 
understanding that you have 
responsibilities to the world 
around you, and how do you 
support the community that 
you’re a part of,” she said.

AGENT Continued from P. 1

paving projects, 30% is 
earmarked for bridges and 
10% is for safety features, 
including striping and 
pavement marking.

High risk bridges
While all Dickinson 

County bridges are safe, 
some are more at risk than 
others because they are 
deemed fracture critical or 
scour critical. Those bridg-
es are inspected yearly.

Bridge scour occurs when 
fast moving water removes 
sediment such as sand or 
gravel from the abutments 
or piers, causing severe 
erosion, which could lead 
to possible structure failure 
if left unchecked.

The county has five 
bridges categorized as frac-
ture critical, which means 
if one corner of the bridge 
fails the whole bridge fails.

“They were designed to 
push the weight down on 
the corners so when you 
drove on it you pushed on 
all four corners,” Tannahill 
said. “If one corner on a 
fracture critical gives, the 
whole bridge is going to 
go. Fracture critical may 
be considered high risk 
and they’re inspected every 
year.”

In comparison, if a haunch 
slab bridge was struck -- sus-
taining severe damage on one 
corner -- the bridge would re-
main standing.

“You would have to repair 
it, but it wouldn’t fall into the 
brink,” Tannahill said.

Haunch slab bridges are 
one of the most common con-
crete bridges built today and 
the most common in Dickin-
son County.

“That’s what they’re build-
ing right now on Rain Road,” 
Tannahill said. “Even though 
it’s flat it’s got a little haunch 
in the middle.”

Haunch slab bridges can be 
built as long as necessary just 
by adding extra spans.

“You can make them what-
ever you need,” he said. “You 
just need to add a pier every 
so often to hold it up.”

Human element
Even the safest bridge can 

have an issue when drivers 
don’t exhibit common sense. 
Whether due to driving danger-
ously and striking the corner 
of a bridge at a high speed or, 
just as dangerous, exceeding a 
bridge’s posted weight limit.

“The only one we ever had 
give-way happened when 
someone drove over a bridge 
with an excessive weight that 

it couldn’t handle,” Tannahill 
said.

In that incident, the com-
bined weight of a 4-wheel 
drive tractor and a fully load-
ed 1,400-bushel grain cart 
“snapped every plank and it 
was gone — the grain cart 
was sitting in the bottom of 
the channel,” Tannahill said. 

Fun fact: A “bridge” is 20 
feet or longer. Inspectors ser-
vices are only used for bridg-
es. County crews keep track 
of anything smaller using a 
rating system.

Starting in 2009, then Assis-
tant Road and Bridge Depart-
ment Supervisor Larry Young, 
wrote down every road, struc-
ture, and culvert and its size 
of it and rated it a one through 
five, Tannahill said.

“When he got done we had 
a couple handfuls of ones and 
twos with one being bad,” 
Tannahill said. “That got us 
started with our plan to get 
so many done per year. We’re 
working on the threes now. 
The ones and twos have been 
handled.”

Surprise projects
Besides the inspectors and 

routine bridge crew examina-
tions, the county also relies on 
residents who call in if some-
thing is amiss.

“The Rain Road bridge 
we’re doing now was not a 
planned bridge project,” Tan-
nahill said. 

During the summer of 
2021, Tannahill learned a hole 
had opened up on the bridge 
at 1510 Rain Road, south of 
Chapman. In response, Tan-
nahill’s crews temporarily 
patched the bridge deck with 
a metal plate and the bridge 
moved to the top of the 2022 
replacement list.

Although it sounds scary 
to hear that a hole opened 
up in a bridge, Tannahill said 
the structure still was safe. In 
fact, in some counties — es-
pecially those in less populat-
ed parts of Kansas — patched 
bridges often go years before 
enough money can be put 
aside to replace the bridge.

“In all reality, even though 
the hole was there and we 
threw that metal plate on it, 
that bridge would still pass 
inspection,” Tannahill said. 
“The problem is for the driv-
ing public, snow removal and 
everything else, I can’t just 
leave a steel plate out in the 
middle of a bridge.”

What’s frustrating to Tan-
nahill and his crew is they 
know exactly what caused 
the hole: Rock salt and chem-
icals used to pre-treat and/or 

melt snow and ice. It’s an un-
fortunate “Catch 22” that the 
process needed to keep roads 
safe also causes them to dete-
riorate.

While county crews handle 
many of the smaller bridge 
projects, larger bridges are 
contracted out. Ebert Con-
struction of Wamego is build-
ing the 1500 block of Rain 
Road, south of Chapman. 
That project is expected to 
finish up in April.

The cost to build the 
new Rain Road bridge is 
$727,000.

2022 bridge projects
Bids will be let in May for a 

bridge at 510 800 Ave., and in 
October for a bridge at 1145 
First Road near Industry. 
Tannahill said the First Road 
Bridge will probably cost 
around $2 million.

“It’s going to be a big job,” 
he said. “It’s going to cost us 
because we’re going to short-
en the bridge by 80 feet, but 
to do that it’s going to take an 
immense amount of building 
a new road.”

Other bridge projects 
planned in 2022 are located at 
170 Trail Rd., 1340 3400 Ave., 
1356 400 Ave., 300 Lark Rd., 
1015 700 Ave., 1501 Oat Rd. 
and 1885 Daisy Rd.

Also included is a fish 
passage bridge at 1468 Utah 
Road. The county has re-
ceived grant monies from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to replace bridges located in 
the habitat of the Topeka Shin-
er minnow, which is on a crit-
ical list of endangered species.

The Topeka Shiner lives in 
Lyon’s Creek in the southeast 
part of the county.

“We’ve done about 20 fish 
passage bridges,” Tannahill 
said. “The area encompass-
es over a quarter to one-third 
of the county. Why they live 
there and don’t live over by 
Manchester (in northern Dick-
inson County) I don’t know. 
But everything that tributes in 
or out of Lyon’s Creek is in a 
fish passage area.”

Tannahill said the Dickin-
son County road and bridge 
department usually can stay 
caught up on needed road and 
bridge projects.

“We are very blessed, with 
the sales tax we have and the 
amount of money in the bud-
get,” Tannahill said. “Some 
places have got bridges where 
they can’t do anything but put 
up barricades until the money 
comes in.

“We can usually stay 
caught up, but the projects 
will never end.”

BRIDGES Continued from P. 3

closely with the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture — An-
imal and Plant Health In-
spection Service.

Several other positive 
cases have already been 
confirmed in the state.

The flu can infect chick-
ens, turkey and other birds 
and cause severe illness 
and/or sudden death in in-
fected birds, according to 
the KDA.

Symptoms can include 
coughing, sneezing, nasal 
discharge and other signs 
of respiratory distress, lack 
of energy and appetite, de-
creased water consumption, 
decreased egg production 
and/or soft-shelled misshap-
en eggs, incoordination, 
diarrhea and even sudden 
death in birds having no oth-
er symptoms. 

The virus affects both do-
mestic and wild birds.

 “You can’t do anything 
about wild birds flying over 
the top of your house, but you 
can take care of your own 
yard, do not bring your shoes 
in and do not go to sales and 
buy birds and bring them into 
your flock right now while 
this is going on,” Smith said.

Smith was on site last week 
as state animal health officials 
depopulated the flock in the 
southern part of Dickinson 
County.

“They had to come in and 
put down over 200 birds on a 
family farm,” Smith said. 

The poultry was valued at 
$10,000, Smith said.

Spread
Awareness is important, 

especially since many cities 

allow residents to have chick-
ens in their backyards.

“If it gets into a town it will 
spread rather easily,” Smith 
said.

Dickinson County Health 
Department Director John 
Hultgren agreed.

“Like HINI in 2009 it 
spreads fast in the fowl popu-
lation,” Hultgren said. “Don’t 
touch or handle dead birds 
and don’t let your kids handle 
them. It certainly can get into 
the wild bird population. It’s 
not just in domestic chickens.

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Avian flu 
does not present an imme-
diate health concern to hu-
mans. However, there have 
been cases overseas where 
HPAI has moved from birds 
to humans.

“There’s no human cas-
es in the U.S., but where it 
has happened people have 
respiratory-type symp-
toms,” Hultgren explained. 
“Coughing, sneezing, na-
sal discharge; some have 
had pretty serious pneumo-
nia and people have died 
from it.”

Contact information
Anyone involved with 

poultry production should 
review their biosecurity ac-
tivities to ensure the health of 
their birds. For guidance visit 
the KDA Division of Animal 
Health webpage at agricul-
ture.ks.gov/AvianInfluenza.

Anyone observing 
symptoms should contact 
their veterinarian or the 
KDA Division of Animal 
Health at 833-765-2006.

POULTRY Continued from P. 1

Email us at office@ 
dickinsonnewstimes.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!
VETERINARY

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Animals/Livestock
Happy Jack LiquiVict®: 

recognized safe & effec-
tive against hook & round 
worms in dog by U.S. CVM. 
At Orscheln Farm & Home 
(www.fleabeacon.com)

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring 

Class A drivers to run from 
Kansas City to the west 
coast. Home Weekly! Great 
Benefits! www.convoysys-
tems.com Call Tina ext. 301 
or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-
6869.

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• Director of Nursing
• FT Night shift Nurse

• FT CMA evenings
• FT C.N.A.

• FT Day shift Cook

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED!  Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-939-2090

Misc. 
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

Misc. 
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

Misc. 
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

Misc. 
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 844-575-0691

Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have trav-
el dates ready! 833-381-1348

Sporting Goods
WORLD’S LARGEST 

GUN SHOW – April 2 & 
3 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds.  
Saturday 8-6, Sunday 8-4.  
WANENMACHER’S TUL-
SA ARMS SHOW.  Free ap-
praisals.  Bring your guns!  
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

HELP WANTEDHVAC

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

ployee only.

Some overtime availability

Lots of growth opportunities 
available

Small family culture

Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Her-
ington, KS 67449

Apply :

https://www.ziprecruiter.
com/job/bfc5690a

Delivery Driver/
Warehouse Associate

We are looking to hire an individual that can 
handle all of our deliveries to local

restaurants and retail locations.

Help Wanted

Shift: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
CDL is required. You would be driving a 

Freightliner M2 26-foot box truck.
Daily Duties:

• Batching orders that need to be delivered each day. 
Collect weights for all product being delivered

• Receive incoming product and add to inventory
• Prepare shipments for shipping and load semi 

trucks with the product
• Manage inventory records
• Operate forklifts and electric pallet jacks
• Delivering product to local retailers and restaurants
• Help with other warehouse duties when needed

Benefits:
• 30% discount on all of our products
• Employer paid health care, dental, and vision for 

employee only.
• Some overtime availability
• Lots of growth opportunities available
• Small family culture
• Collaborative environment

Pay:
• $16 - $20

Location:
• 620 West Main Street Herington, KS 67449

Apply:
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/job/bfc5690a

Help Wanted
Centre USD 397 is accepting 

applications for the following positions: 
• Morning Route Bus Driver - $20.00 per hr.  

per route; training provided.
• Route Bus Driver – $20.00 per hr. per route; 

training provided.
• Activity Driver – after school activities,  

CDL required.
• School Vehicle Driver – no CDL required.
• Head High School Volleyball Coach.

Applications available at district office,
785-983-4304 or on

website, www.usd397.com.
 Application deadline:

until position filled.  EOE

HIRING?
SELLING?
BUYING? 

RENTING?

Let us help you Let us help you 
get the word out!get the word out!

Contact us atContact us at
(785) 366-6186(785) 366-6186
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4-H Round-up4-H Round-up
Detroit Ramblers

 
By Bentley Strickland-Reporter 
Club Reporter

Many 4-H members start-
ed their spring break week-
end playing in the 74th annu-
al 4-H basketball tournament 
on March 12. The tourna-
ment is a long-standing tradi-
tion of 4-H members.  

Haily Rock called the 
Detroit Ramblers March 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
on March 14, at the Enter-
prise meeting place. Gabe 
Boyd and Thomas Randle 
led the club in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the 4-h 
Pledge. Kaesen Phillips led 
the club in singing Old Mc-
Donald had a Farm. 

Roll call was answered 
by what kind of weather 
describes you. That was 
answered by 16 members. 
There were also 12 parents 
in attendance. 

Charlie Elliot had a talk 
on CTA code. The club end-
ed with the club motto, “To 
Make the Best Better.” The 
next meeting will be at the 
Enterprise meeting place at 
7 p.m. April 2.

Solomon Wranglers
By Hayden Zerbe
Club Reporter

Recruiting new members 
has been a talk around the 
club for a while now. 

There were 10 guests in 
attendance with three new 
families checking out the 
Solomon Wranglers meet-
ing this past month. Ex-
citement was in the air with 
more families interested in 
joining the club.

On Sunday February 27 
at 5 p.m. the meeting was 
called to order and Brook-
lyn Brozek led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and 4-H 
Pledge. 

Roll call was answered 
by sharing your favorite 
breakfast item.  There were 
six members, two leaders, 
two adults, and 10 guests 
present. Reporter Hayden 
Zerbe said the article was 
reported and published. 
Treasurer, Breken Coup, 
was absent.

Leaders Marcia Ryan 
and  Stacey Zerbe covered 
results from 4-H days and 

handed out judges scores 
and ribbons for each mem-
ber that competed. Mar-
cia also shared the results 
for the Lifeskills Judging 
at 4-H Days. Upcoming 
events and dates are March 
13, fairground clean up and 
March 27, the Spring Beef 
weigh in from 1 to 3 p.m.

For the program, Kyle 
Ryan did his demonstra-
tion from 4-H days on 
how to make a cake in a 
mug.  Brooklyn Bozek did 
a demonstration on how to 
make monster cookie pro-
tein balls. 

Abigail Zerbe motioned 
to adjourn the meeting, 
Hayden Zerbe seconded 
the motion after  saying the 
club motto, “To make the 
best better.”  Following the 
meeting, snacks were pro-
vided by the Ballou family.

Fragrant Hilltoppers
By Layla Pickerign
Club reporter

On a beautiful Sunday 
morning in February the 
Fragrant Hilltoppers 4-H 
club met for 4-H Sunday 
at the Industry Church. 
The morning services 
were led by Pastor Paula 
Scripter. Several members 
of the club joined in with 
the services playing the 
piano, lighting candles, 
and reading scripture. Af-
ter services, club members 
gathered downstairs where 
each family had brought a 
breakfast dish to share with 
each other and the members 
of the church. 

The traditional 4-H meet-
ing was called to order by 
president Kolbie Bartlett. 
Roll call was answered by 
‘what kind of toothpaste do 
you use?’  Present were 26 
members, two leaders, nine 
adults, and three guests. 
The flag salute and club 
pledge were led by Jade 
Beary, Brinley Zook, and 
Sydney Gfeller. Song was 
led by Josey Freeman and 
Kaylin Zook. Junior trea-
surer Brinley Zook gave 
us the treasurer’s report. 
Reporter Layla Pickerign 
told the club the January 
meeting has been send and 
published. 4-H council reps 
Jordan Bartlett and Jade 

Beary gave us information 
about the recent 4-H council 
meeting. They reminded the 
club about the fairgrounds 
clean-up March 13, the 
spring beef show April 2, 
animal ear tag sponsorship, 
and the schedule for their 
next meeting. Parliamen-
tarian Callie Jones gave us 
a lesson about the point of 
order rules and how to use 
them. 

Next up were reports by 
club leaders Justin Lefert 
and Jennifer Bartlett. They 
thanked the club for the deli-
cious breakfast sides. Justin 
talked about a new event the 
historical society is having 
in May and looking for clubs 
to set up as food vendors. 
Justin reminded us about 
the upcoming 4-H phone-
a-thon on March 2. He also 
handed out result sheets and 
ribbons from 4-H day held 
in February. Jennifer talked 
about the spring fairgrounds 
clean-up and 4-H basketball 
players list. 

Reports of committees. 
Josslyn DePew, she talked 
about a grant for our bird 
feeders at the Chapman 
Valley Manor. She remind-
ed club members to keep 
saving their pop tabs. There 
was nothing to discuss for 
new business. Vice President 
Brayden Lexow introduced 
the programs for the meeting. 
Project talks were by Callie 
Jones, Renatta Hintz, and 
Brinley Zook. Callie gave a 
presentation about designing 
menus, food prep, and how to 
be a top chef; Renatta showed 
members how to make a 
pocket prayer quilt; and Brin-
ley talked about cuts of meat 
in swine. The vice president 
handed the duties of the chair 
back to the president.

The vice president was 
called to read the tentative 
schedule for the next meet-
ing to be held March 21.  The 
March meeting will be the 
parent-led meeting. Recre-
ation was led by Josslyn De-
Pew. Club members played 
a competitive game of rock, 
scissor, paper, tournament 
style until there was only one 
left. Roper Lefert moved to 
adjourn the meeting by stand-
ing and reciting the 4H club 
motto. The motion was sec-
onded and the club adjourned.

Taking new patients at all of our locations. Call today!

Happy Doctor’s Day!
March 30, 2022

We here at Herington Hospital are blessed to have doctors
who strive to provide such exceptional care for not only our 
hospital, but also our multiple clinics, allowing us to provide 

outreach to the rural communities of Kansas.

Herington Hospital
100 E. Helen 

Herington
785-258-2207

Herington Area Health Clinic
1005 N. B
Herington

785-258-5130

Hillsboro Healthcare Clinic
108 S. Main

Hillsboro
620-877-4305

Junction City Clinic
329 E. Chestnut

Junction City
785-340-3547

Dr. Arlo Reimer
Medical Director

Dr. Gregory Erb
Medical Doctor

Dr. Anthony Kaminsky, 
General Surgeon

Dr. Trent Timson
Podiatrist

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Tickets are $5 per person 
and can be purchased at the 
Dickinson County Heritage 
Center during business hours 
or by calling 785-263-2681.

Retirement Retirement 
party setparty set

Maxine Koffman will be 
honored during a retirement 
party from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
April 1 in the Dickinson 
County Courthouse basement, 
109 E. First St. The sheriff’s 
office will be closed from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. that day.

Koffman is the Dickinson 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment receptionist and previ-
ously worked in the treasur-
er’s department.

Foundation to Foundation to 
raffle footballraffle football

Memorial Health Foun-
dation is hosting a raffle 

for the opportunity to win 
an autographed football by 
NFL player Cody White-
hair. All money raised will 
go to a fund for playground 
equipment to go in at the 
walking trail. Tickets are 
available until May 25 when 
the drawing will be held at 
10 a.m.

Tickets are $10 each or 
four for $30 and can be pur-
chased at the hospital lobby 
or at http://mhsks.org/me-
morial_health_foundation.

CVB looking CVB looking 
for membersfor members

The Herington Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau is 
looking for three members 
for terms that are coming to 
an end.

The new terms start May 1 
and end on April 30 2024.

Anyone interested can 
download a form from 

https: / /www.cityofher-
ington.com/city-hall/pag-
es/boards-committees and 
email to cityoffice@cityof-
herington.com or turn it in at 
City Hall.

Utility, rent Utility, rent 
help availablehelp available

Officials with the North 
Central-Flint Hills Area 
Agency on Aging an-
nounced March 25 that 
Tenant-Based Rental As-
sistance grant funds provid-
ed by the Kansas Housing 
Resources Corporation are 
still available to income eli-
gible tenants who rent their 
homes. 

Accepting applications 
for the TBRA funds are 
available at ncfhaaa.com 
website or by calling 1-800-
432-2703. Applications 
will be considered on a 
first-come-first serve basis.

BRIEFS Continued from P. 1

One of the first projects 
in her newly-obtained part 
of the building was to start 
cleaning up the upper level 
above the quilt shop. The 
area was not accessible 
through the quilt shop and 
has withstood decades of 
neglect, which was one of 
the driving forces behind 
Davis’s interest in owning 
the entire building.

“I’m very concerned 
about the building next to 
(the art studio) because it 
is in terrible shape,” she 
said. “But at least now, 
with owning both sides of 
this building, I can take 
care of it and it gives me 
control over the roof, If 
a roof is gone, that’s it. A 
building can stand for ages 
as long as it’s got a good 
roof on it. But as soon as a 
roof on a building goes and 
water starts to get in there, 
that’s it.”

Davis looked beyond the 
bird waste, the old wasp 
nests, and the years of col-
lected dirt when consider-
ing the purchase. She saw 
the old tin ceilings, wood 
floors and the artist side 
of her could start piecing 
together what the origi-
nal paint job might have 
looked like.

Her intention was to 
save the tin ceiling, but 
it needed to be carefully 
removed and cleaned up. 
That was when old water 
damage was discovered.

They had put scaffolding 
up and her husband, son, 
and a friend were going to 
start prying off the panels.

“All of a sudden I hear 
this tremendous roar, it 
sounded like a bomb went 

off — the whole building 
shook,” she said. “I just sat 
there and I listened to for a 
minute, then I heard voic-
es — I heard everybody’s 
voice.”

After breathing a sigh of 
relief, she opened the door 
to the open expanse and 
the room was filled with a 
cloud of dust.

“Half the ceiling came 
down,” she said. “It just 
came down.”

Before the day was out, 
the rest of the ceiling fell.

Davis said they estimat-
ed three tons of plaster was 
held up by the tin, much 
of which got bent, crushed 
and mangled when it fell, 
although they were able to 
save some of it.

Before purchasing 
that side of the building, 
Davis suspected there 
was damage to the ceil-
ing, the extent of which 
was unknown because 
it was hidden under the 
tin. After the tornado 
ripped through Chapman 
in 2008, a new roof had 
been put on the building 
but sometime prior to 
that, there was a leak and 
water loosened the plas-
ter from the lathe. 

As nice as the tin was, 
she said it wasn’t original 
to the 1905 building.

Originally it would have 
been lathe and plaster and 
they would have done a 
coating on it and usual-
ly some kind of circular 
painting,” she said. 

The painting would have 
matched the border, which 
is still visible in some ar-
eas. As she researches the 
history of the building, 

she is hoping to figure out 
what it may have looked 
like so she can replicate it.

“We want to try to re-
store it to what it might 
have originally looked 
like,” she said. “I don’t 
think I’ll be able to find an 
exact pattern. But I can at 
least find a pattern from 
the same era that would 
have matched it.”

As Davis works to piece 
the building back togeth-
er, she is also piecing to-
gether its history. In the 
level above the quilt shop, 
she believes it was at one 
time it was a Mason’s 
Hall; it was also a dance 
studio at some point and 
an apartment for the peo-
ple who owned the diner 
downstairs. 

She is hoping people 
who know anything about 
the building will reach out 
to her. Any tidbit can help 
her start piecing it togeth-
er. The building is more 
than just her art studio 
and gallery, it’s something 
much bigger.

“I love knowing that 
somebody came here be-
fore us and made a home 
here and that we are con-
tinuing on and preserv-
ing that tradition,” she 
said. “We’re not owners 
of this place so much as 
we are stewards of it. We 
are trying to preserve it 
for the next generation 
of people that will come 
after us. We don’t get 
to live forever but this 
building can stand a lot 
longer than we will. By 
preserving old buildings 
like this, we are leaving 
our mark.”

BUILDING Continued from P. 1


