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Law enforcement 
official question 
constitutionality of 
firearm bill, which 
would remove fire-
arms from people 
convicted of do-
mestic violence or 
subject to a protec-
tion from abuse or-
der. See page 3 for 
the story
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Architects unveil two lake concepts
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

PJ Novick, landscape ar-
chitect with Confluence de-
scribed Herington Lake as a 
hidden gem. He and Hank 
Moyers were in Herington 
March 1 to present to the 
community two concepts 
for the lake and reservoir’s 
master plan design.

Both plans were devel-
oped after the public gave 
input on what they would 
like to see at Dickinson 
County’s only recreation-
al lake. City staff and the 
architects are now asking 
for people to look over the 
concepts and vote for the 
one they prefer. People can 
view the entire Power Point 
presentation with the two 
concepts at https://www.
cityofherington.com/home/
news/your-vote-needed. 

Novick said as they de-
veloped the concepts they  
incorporated what they are 
hearing from the public. 
The number one idea they 
heard from the communi-
ty was that whatever plan 
they came up with people 
want the lake to be inclu-
sive and accessible for all 
communities.

“Second was sustainabil-
ity,” he said. “And that’s 
not just environmental. It’s 
financial and maintenance 
— don’t build anything that 
the city can’t afford to take 
care of the way it should be 
to have it as a resource at 
the lake.”

They also heard the need 
to have buy-in from the 
community and to develop 
partnerships. And the lake 
area also needs to be visibly 
attractive — a place where 
people want to bring family 
and friends.

Both concepts offer 
many of the same amenities 
like restrooms, cabins, an 
ampitheater and more but 
there are some differences. 
Concept One has more fo-
cus on activities like water 
play features; team-build-
ing course, disc golf, and 
other features for active 
participation. 

“It’s like a park inside a 
park,” Novick said. “It’s 
an area you can come and 

spend multiple hours or an 
entire weekend.” 

Concept Two has those 
items as well, but not as 
much; however, it does 
have a larger equestrian 
trail and a horse barn.

Other features in both 
concepts are trails for walk-
ing and bicycles, increased 
and improved camping ar-
eas, and the potential for a 
connector between the two 
lakes.

Whichever concept is 
chosen, the lake project is 
not going go happen fast. 
Novick said it will happen 
in strategic phases.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
TOP: Interested residents 
gather around a maps to 
look at the concepts for 
the Herington Lake and 
Reservoir improvements 
at a public meeting March 
1. RIGHT: PJ Novick, left, 
and Hank Moyers gave 
a presentation on the 
two concepts their firm 
developed.

Change of Change of 
value notices value notices 
reflect increasereflect increase

Dickinson County 
property owners soon 
will find out how much 
the value of their proper-
ty has changed.

The 2022 Change of 
Value notices for Dickin-
son County were mailed 
March 1. 

The CVNs reflect chang-
es in property values due 
to fluctuations in the local 
real estate market and/or 
changes made to individ-
ual properties, according 
to Dickinson County Ap-
praiser Lisa Berg.

As reported in the 
Market Trend Analysis, 
valuations are expected 
to increase for 2022. The 
appraiser is required by 
law to value properties 
between 90% and 110% 
of the market. 

The local market has 
increased an average of 
6% over last year and 
the valuations will reflect 
this increase.  

Appeals will be accepted 
through March 31. Prop-
erty owners may appeal 
by calling the appraiser’s 
office at (785) 263-4418 to 
start the process. 

The office will begin 
holding informal hear-
ings March 14.

Bereavement Bereavement 
group to meetgroup to meet

Home Health and 
Hospice of Dickinson 
County is offering a 
Bereavement Support 
Group in Herington at 
6 p.m. March 15 at the 
Home Health and Hos-
pice office, 11 N. Broad-
way, Herington. Lindsey 
Brummer, Bereavement 
Coordinator, serves as 
the group facilitator.

These gatherings are de-
signed to help individuals 
work through the period 
of transition, allow time 
for sharing personal expe-
riences and feelings, and 
provide guidance toward 
learning and coping skills.

The public is welcome 
to attend the free ses-
sions. Persons interest-
ed in the support group 
are encouraged to bring 
along a supportive per-
son. Pre-registration is 
not required.

Anyone with questions 
should contact Home 
Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County at 
785-263-6630

Commissioner Commissioner 
seat open seat open 

There is one city com-
mission seat that will be 
up this November. The 
deadline to be on the bal-
lot is June 1. People in-
terested in running must  
file by that date at the 
Dickinson County Coun-
ty Clerk’s office.

The filing fee is $20 or a 
petition of 5% of the valid 

Special to the DCNT

Rona Kohman, a 25-year 
employee with Dickinson 
County Environmental Ser-
vices, was honored Feb. 28 
during a retirement reception 
at the Transfer Station. 

County Commissioner 
Ron Roller presented a vase 
to Kohman as a gift, thanking 
her for the 25 years of service 
and the knowledge she has 
brought to the county.  

The commission appreci-
ates her dedication and hard 
work on behalf of the coun-
ty. She has a lot of expertise 
that will be missed, he said.

Kohman held a number of 
different jobs with Environ-
mental Services including 
spray applicator for the weed 
department, part-time gate-
keeper, household hazardous 
waste, and as an office clerk.

Others attending included 
Commissioner Craig Cham-
berlin, County Administrator 
Brad Homman, Environmen-
tal Services Director Derek 
Norrick,

Environmental Services 
Office Manager Sarah Ser-
banich, County Clerk Jeanne 
Livingston, former WRAPS 
Coordinator Janet Myers 
and Assistant County Ad-
ministrator/Budget Director 
Janelle Dockendorf.

EDITORS NOTE: All 
participating non-profits 
were invited to submit 
a short write-up about 
what they do for the 
community. Those listed 
here are from those that 
responded by this week’s 
deadline. If more are re-
ceived they will appear in 
next week’s edition of the 
Dickinson County News-
Times.

Staff Report

The Community Foun-
dation of Dickinson 
County will host its an-
nual Match Day event 
March 18. 

Any time during the 
day people can make 
their donation online at 
https://www.donatedick-
inson.com. They can 
also make their donation 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Bennington State Bank’s 
drive-through, 418 NW 
Third Street, Abilene

Donations made on 
March 18 will be matched 
for dollar-for-dollar up 
to $5,000 per non-profit. 
The money raised is ear-
marked for that organiza-
tions’ endowment funds. 
This is not money that 
will be used in the gen-
eral fund.

“Endowed funding is 
a fund that will be there 
in perpetuity because 
only a percentage of that 
money goes back to the 
organization,” said Eliz-
abeth Weese, foundation 
executive director. “The 
amount that goes back 
each year to the organi-
zation — we never go 
into the principle. We 
disperse 5% a year from 
our endowed funds.”

Abilene  
Public Library, 
Children’s Library

The mission of the 
Abilene Public Library 
is to provide the contem-
porary library resources, 
services, and programs 
necessary to meet the in-
formational, education-
al, cultural, leisure, and 
recreational needs of the 
Abilene community res-
idents in an atmosphere 
that is welcoming, re-
spectful, and profession-
al. 

The Abilene Public Li-
brary has been serving 
Dickinson County for 
well over 100 years. The 

Match Day to help 
fund endowments

See LAKE P. 5

See MATCH P. 9

Kohman honored at 
retirement reception

Antique tractors collected, restoredAntique tractors collected, restored
Collecting and 

restoring antique 
tractors is a hobby 
for many in Dick-
inson County, read 
about two of them 
on the agriculture 
page. There you’ll 
also find stories on 
a new wheat vari-
ety and succession 
planning — see 
page 8.

See BRIEFS P. 9

Janelle Dockendorf | Courtesy photo
Rona Kohman reacts after opening her retirement gift, 
presented by Dickinson County Commissioner Ron 
Roller. Kohman retired from Dickinson County Monday 
after 25 years holding a variety of jobs at the county’s 
Transfer Station.
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

Feb. 7 to Feb. 28
Accidents
Feb. 18, 10:53 p.m., 

1500 Highway 18, Dakota 
Ross Hogan

Feb. 14, 5:37 p.m., Old 
Highway 40 and Highway 
43, Karla Jean Johnson 
and Stephanne Lee Wolf

Feb. 9, 10:44 a.m., 2000 
1400 Ave., Tejeda Ulysses

Feb. 11, 7:01 a.m., 200 
Highway 15, Ricardo Parga

Feb. 16, 10:45 a.m., 100 
Factory St., Amy Marie 
Rutz

Feb. 22, 6:57 a.m., High-
way 18, Jeep Rad, Andrea 
Dawn Macoubrie and 
Spencer Sterling Riffel

Reports
Feb. 11, 5:19 p.m. 400 

block of W. Sixth Street, 
sex offense

Feb. 18, 9:58 a.m., 1708 
Overhill Rd., fraud

Feb. 11, 5:53 a.m., 109 
E. First St., aggravated es-
cape from custody

Feb. 13, 9:36 a.m., 2167 
Fair Rd., violation of a 
protection order

Feb. 17, 11:14 a.m., 205 
S. Grant St., burglary

Feb. 15, 9:14 p.m., 2230 
Barn Rd., drug investigation

Feb. 16, 4:34 p.m., 1284, 
3300 Ave., domestic dis-
turbance

Feb. 17, 5:46 p.m., 2600 
Avenue and Oat Road

Arrests
Feb., 14, 12:15 p.m., 109 

E. First St., Brian Christo-
pher Riffle, failure to ap-
pear X2

Feb. 21, 5:20 p.m., 
218 E. Sixth St., Tiffany 
Danyelle Rice, failure to 
appear

Feb. 17, 8:47 p.m., 
2510 Oat Rd., Scott 
Lambert Leister, failure 
to appear X2, bond re-
vocation, flee or attempt 
to elude law enforce-
ment officer by engag-
ing in reckless driving, 
interference with law en-
forcement officer

Feb. 21, 4 p.m., 109 E. 
First St., Joshua Wade Mat-
thews, possession of opi-
ate, opium, narcotic certain 
stimulant, possession of a 
hallucinogenic drug, use/
possess with intent to use 
drug paraphernalia

Feb. 17, 4:25 a.m., 109 
E. First St., Michael Shawn 
Herrick, failure to appear

Feb. 16, 4:53 p.m., 1284 
3300 Ave., Melissa Sue Va-
relman, domestic battery

Feb. 17, 4:45 p.m., Mary 
Dawn Jamila Willems, 109 
E. First St., forgery X2, theft 
of property or services

Feb. 8, 12:25 p.m., 109 E. 
First St., Kristopher David 
Cowart, probation violation 
X2

Feb. 16, 6:13 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Alicia Nicole 
Moore, burglary, theft of 
property or services, crimi-
nal damage to property

Feb. 14, 1:39 p.m., 2263 
Highway 4, Bradley Joseph 
Pavek, failure to appear

Feb. 11, 4:30 p.m., 109 E. 
First St., Kyler Thomas Sose-
bee, electronic solicitation

Feb. 10, 4:18 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Damien Lucas 
Harder, aggravated failure to 
appear

Feb. 14, 9:08 a.m., 619 N. 
Rogers Ave., Aaron Michael 
Renshaw, battery

Feb. 12, 1:24 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Brandi Jo Reed, 
aggravated escape from 
custody

Law Enforcement Report

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Special to the DCNT

Herington Airport had 
one of 36 projects select-
ed for Kansas Airport 
Improvement Program 
funding for the purpose of 
planning, constructing, or 
rehabilitating public-use 
general aviation airports.

The Kansas Airport Im-
provement Program re-
ceives $5 million annually 
through the Eisenhower 
Legacy Transportation Pro-
gram and requires airport 

sponsors to share in the 
project costs by paying be-
tween 5% and 50% of the 
total project. The Kansas 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Division of Avia-
tion, which manages the 
program, considered 145 
project applications this 
year with a combined total 
project value of over $78 
million.

“The aviation indus-
try brings $20.6 billion 
in total economic impact 
to the State of Kansas,” 

said KDOT Director of 
Aviation Bob Brock. “The 
KAIP program helps this 
important industry remain 
a vital part of the Kansas 
economy. That translates 
into jobs and quality of 
life for the residents of 
Kansas.”

The selection board iden-
tified $4,968,161 in proj-
ects to address the most 
impactful airport improve-
ments across the state. Her-
ington will receive $18,000 
to replace a beacon.

Special to the DCNT

R u r a l 
A b i l e n e 
farmer and 
r a n c h e r 
Scott Hill 
announced 
today he 
has filed 
to run for 
the Re-
publ ican 
nomination for the 70th 
House district. When asked 
why he decided to run for 
the Kansas House, Scott 
responded: “Two centuries 
of freedom can be lost in 
two years if we allow gov-
ernment agencies to dictate 
our lives. Life, liberty and 

the pursuit of happiness are 
not just the founders’ words 
but are values to govern 
by.”  Hill, who is a PhD 
scientist, is confident that 
his background in publish-
ing and reviewing scientific 
literature will provide valu-
able guidance in keeping 
politics out of science. 

A primary issue in Kan-
sas is establishing efficient 
and excellent education. 
Hill’s experience serving 
on the Kansas State Board 
of Education has given him 
an accurate understanding 
of educational finance and 
policy. A fiscal conserva-
tive, Hill believes in the 
sanctity of life and the right 
to keep and bear arms. 

Hill has operated a diver-
sified farming operation in 
northern Dickinson County 
with his wife, Lynette, for 
30 years. He has two mar-
ried daughters and three 
grandchildren. They have 
been active in Farm Bureau, 
their church in Abilene and 
community activities. 

At the first meeting of 
citizens to elect Hill there 
were over 40 Dickinson 
County residents that sup-
ported his candidacy.  “In 
the next 9 months I will 
be listening to and talking 
with the people who live 
in our district,” said Scott, 
“because policy needs to be 
driven by your conscience 
and your constituents”

SCOTT HILL

Special to the DCNT

Fort Riley Transition As-
sistance Program is partner-
ing with the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation to 
host the “Hiring Our Heroes” 
Career Summit March 24 at 
Riley’s Community Center.

The career summit is de-
signed to educate, inform, 
inspire and connect service 
members, veterans, military 
spouses and caregivers with 
military-ready employers. 
All service members, military 
spouses, veterans and care-
givers are invited.

Up to 50 employers are 
expected to participate and 
many will be prepared to in-
terview and hire potential em-

ployees. Companies partici-
pating in the event range from 
America’s largest employers 
to many smaller companies 
from across the region.

The event opens with 
morning workshops includ-
ing career planning to using 
digital networking sites to re-
sume writing and interview-
ing. Doors open at 8 a.m. The 
afternoon will feature a hiring 
fair from 1 to 4 p.m.

The Hiring Our Heroes ca-
reer summit will help soldiers 
preparing to leave the mili-
tary and those who expect to 
stay in the military for many 
years make connections and 
understand the opportunities 
that exist for them and their 
families.

Service members, veterans, 
military spouses and care-
givers should pre-register for 
the career summit at https://
hiringourheroes.org/riley. For 
more information, call the 
Fort Riley Transition Assis-
tance Program office at 785-
239-2278.

Fort Riley also hosted this 
event in 2019.

Ahead of the 2022 sum-
mit, USO Kansas will host 
a networking event from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 23 
at the K-State Office Park, 
1880 Kimball Ave., Man-
hattan. Service members, 
spouses and veterans inter-
ested in that event can reg-
ister at https://tinyurl.com/
5955jrfh.

Special to the DCNT

Hospice of Dickinson 
County is looking for com-
passionate individuals who 
want to make a difference 
in the community and join 
a dedicated team of volun-
teers. New hospice volunteer 
training for those interested 
in becoming a volunteer has 
been scheduled. Anyone in 
Dickinson County is wel-
come to attend.

The class will be from 
4 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 
11, and Friday, March 25 at 
the Home Health and Hos-

pice office, 1111 N. Brady, 
Abilene. The training is for 
individuals who would like 
to help support hospice pa-
tients and their families and 
will include how the pro-
gram works and how volun-
teers are an important part of 
the hospice program.

There are many ways in 
which hospice volunteers 
can lend their time and 
unique talents. Whether 
helping support patients, 
caregivers, and families di-
rectly, or by assisting with 
administrative work, there 
is a special place for you on 

the hospice volunteer team. 
Volunteers do not provide 
any medical or hands-on 
care; they simply spend time 
with the patient and family.

To sign-up or request 
more information, contact 
Home Health and Hos-
pice of Dickinson Coun-
ty Volunteer Coordinator 
Adrianne Unruh at (785) 
263-6630, email at: apest-
inger@mhsks.org, or on 
their Facebook event page: 
Home Health and Hos-
pice of Dickinson County; 
New Hospice Volunteer — 
Spring Training.

Airport is one of 36 to 
receive aviation fundsLaura Dawn Farley (Riffel)Laura Dawn Farley (Riffel)

Sept. 2, 1975 - Feb. 8, 2022Sept. 2, 1975 - Feb. 8, 2022

Laura Dawn Far-
ley (Riffel), 46, of Pe-
can Grove, Texas, was 
called to her heavenly 
home on Feb. 8, 2022 
after a four-month bat-
tle with a severe heart 
condition. Laura’s heart 
is no longer struggling 
and she is surely full of 
joy now to be with Je-
sus. She lived with the 
most radiant light and fought her battles 
with grace, strength, and courage until 
the very end. 

Laura was born on Sept. 2, 1975, in 
Abilene, Kansas. The daughter of Ken-
neth and Carla Riffel (Sims). Growing 
up in Enterprise, Laura attended Enter-
prise grade school and Chapman High 
School graduating with the class of 
1994.

Laura married Richard A. Farley in 
Abilene in June of 1996. They raised 
two children and spent most of their 
married life at their home in Enterprise 
before spending the last five years out-
side of Houston, Texas in Pecan Grove.

Laura was a caregiver through all as-
pects of life. Along with raising her two 
beloved children, she spent her entire 
career dedicated to teaching and nurtur-
ing young children. She took pride in 
her students and used every opportunity 
to find ways to help each child grow and 
learn uniquely. She was kind, enthusi-
astic, and always had time to answer a 
question or help with a problem.

Laura loved spending time with her 
family, gardening, reading and sharing 
her love for literature and music. Laura 
was amazingly creative and expressed 
herself through crafting and scrap-
booking. She shared her love through 
her beautifully and intricately created 
handmade gifts. Those precious gifts 
will forever be treasured as reminders 
of her talent and great love. She knew 
no strangers and her ability to make 
others feel welcome and light up a room 
with her smile will never be forgotten. 

Laura Dawn is dearly missed by her 
loved ones who celebrate, even in the 
hardest times, the fact that she is at 
peace with her Creator and Savior, Je-
sus Christ.

Laura was preceded in death by her 
father Kenneth Riffel, grandmother Pa-
tricia Riffel, and grandparents Bruce 
and Ruth Sims.

Survivors include her loving husband 
Rich of Houston, Texas, son Jonah 
Farley, and grandson Mason of Hope, 
Kansas, daughter Gillian Farley of 
Houston, Texas, mother Carla Riffel 
(Sims) of Hope, KS, grandfather Eldon 
Riffel of Hope, sister Mary Mascareno 
(Stephen) of Salem, Illinois, sister 
Audrey Johnson of Katy, Texas, sister 
Dana Douglass (Jed) of Kansas City, 
Missouri, nephews Broderick Johnson, 
Conrad Mascareno, Isaiah Douglass, 

nieces Brooklyn Johnson, Lauryn 
Mascareno, Natalie Douglass, Bentley 
Johnson and Bristol Johnson.

A memorial service will be at 2 p.m. 
March 12 at Lifehouse Church, 420 
Northwest Second St, Abilene, with a 
reception open to all family and friends 
at the Enterprise Library, basement 
meeting room, 202 S Factory St, Enter-
prise.

Terry HilliardTerry Hilliard
Dec. 11, 1947 - Feb. 25, 2022Dec. 11, 1947 - Feb. 25, 2022

Terry’s life began on 
Dec. 11, 1947, in New-
bern, Tennessee. He was 
the son of James Earl and 
Elizabeth (Featherston) 
Hilliard. 

Terry was a gradu-
ate of Newbern High 
School and attended the 
University of Tennessee 
at Martin. He joined the 
United States Air Force 
after leaving college 
and served his country 
as Sergeant in the Air 
Force. 

Terry was united in 
marriage to the love of his life Peggy Al-
len on Feb. 14, 1971, at the Herington 
United Methodist Church. 

He worked for the Rock Island Rail-
road. He also worked at Catlins IGA as 
their butcher. 

Terry spent most of his working life 
employed by Greeley Gas Co., as a Se-
nior Corrosion Technician the forerunner 
to Atmos Energy from which he retired. 

Family was always first to Terry and 
had no greater joy. He enjoyed his morn-
ing walks, keeping his lawn, cars and 
house in good order. He helped deliver 
Meals on Wheels and was a member of 
The Civic Club.

Terry also loved music and had a wide 
and varied playlist. 

He is survived by his wife Peggy of 
Herington, sons Jamie (Angela) Hilliard 
of Topeka and Jeff (Shandi) Hilliard of 
Holton; grandchildren Jake Hilliard, 
Macey Treinen, Avery Hilliard, Camer-
on Treinen, Logan Treinen, Toby Leav-
endusky, Lauren Leavendusky, Shaye 
Leavendusky, Ty Hilliard, and Carlin 
Hilliard; and his sister Pam (Rick) Camp 
of Jackson, Tennessee. 

Terry passed away on Friday Feb. 
25, 2022, at Wesley Medical Center in 
Wichita. He is preceded in death by his 
parents. 

His funeral was March 5, 2022, at the 
First Baptist Church in Herington led 
by Pastor Bryan Polin. Terry was laid to 
rest in Sunset Hill Cemetery. Yazel Meg-
li Funeral Homes, Herington is serving 
the family. 

Memorial contributions in his name 
may be directed to Peggy Hilliard for 
a memorial to be decided on at a later 
date. Please sign his online guestbook 
and leave a memory of Terry at www.
yazelmeglifh.com.

Laura Dawn  
Farley (Riffel)

Terry Hilliard

Hill files for district seat

Hiring Our Heroes Career 
Summit returns to Fort Riley

Hospice needs volunteers

County, city seek grant 
to develop NW corridor
By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Dickinson County Com-
missioners signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
with the City of Abilene 
during their Feb. 24 meet-
ing regarding the develop-
ment of the Northwest 14th 
Street corridor.

County and city officials 
have applied for a BASE 
grant to fund infrastructure 
improvements in the area, 
some of which are in city 
jurisdiction while others are 
in the county. 

Kansas Govenor Laura 
Kelly set aside $100 mil-
lion in American Rescue 
Plan Act funds for BASE, 
Building A Stronger Econ-

omy, grant funding to 
help support infrastruc-
ture development and ad-
vance economic devel-
opment opportunities in 
Kansas. BASE grant fund-
ing, if awarded, is based on 
a 75/25 basis, with grant 
monies picking up 75% of 
any project funded while 
local entities are respon-
sible for 25 percent. How-
ever, County Administrator 
Brad Homman said the city 
and county were offering to 
provide 30% of the match 
with each entity providing 
15 percent of the funding.

The grant application was 
due Feb. 28.

“It’s a quick deal,” Hom-
man said, speaking of the 
short window to submit 
grant applications.

The city/county appli-
cation seeks funding to 
expand NW 14th Street to 
three lanes beginning west 
at Shady Lane, removing the 
curve where NW14th, Van 
Buren and Flag Road meet, 
turning it into a four-way 
intersection, and improving 
the intersection at Fair Road 
and NW 14th Street. 

That improvement will 
also address flooding prob-
lems at NW 14th and Fair, 
putting in a box culvert 
on the north side of 14th, 
building up 14th so water 
won’t run over and divert-
ing water to the north side 
where it has been running 
naturally, eventually ending 
up in Mud Creek.

See GRANT P. 10
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Thursday
March 10

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-
ule a time.

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

6:45 p.m. Woodbine 
Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

7 p.m. Solomon 
school board meeting

 Friday
March 11

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
Taste of Home, Herington

Noon to 6 p.m., Blood 
Drive, First Baptist 
Church, 201 E. Hawley 
St., Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Monday
March 14

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

7 p.m. Centre school 
board meeting

7 p.m. Rural Vista 
school board meeting

Tuesday
March 15

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

Noon to 6 p.m., Blood 
Drive at St. Andrews 
Parish Hall, 311 S. 
Buckeye, Abilene. Peo-
ple who donate at this 
one, will not be eligible 
to donate at the Memo-
rial Health drive in May.

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:30 p.m. City Com-
mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

6 p.m. Ladies Auxil-
iary monthly meeting at 
American Legion Hall, 
501 Sun Lane, Herington

6:30 p.m. Bereave-
ment Support Group at 
Home Health & Hos-
pice Conference Room, 
11 N. Broadway, Her-
ington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

Wednesday
March 16

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Charities Mo-
bile Outreach, St. An-
drew, Fourth Street, 
Abilene

Noon to 1 p.m. Tri—
County Chamber Board 
Meeting at Chamber 
Boardroom, 106 N. 
Broadway St., Herington

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. free 
haircuts for children and 
adults, by appointment, 
call 785.200.6750, 
Neighbor to Neighbor, 
8003 N. Cedar, Abilene

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Her-
ington American Legion 
meeting, 501 Sun Lane, 

Thursday
March 17

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-
ule a time.

5:45 to 8 p.m. Laun-
dry Love, Highlander 
and Speedy Wash laun-
dromats, Abilene  

Kay’s 
Pharmacy
Kay Brunner Pharm. D.
David Rziha Pharm. D.

Catarina Rziha
Pharm. D.

Laura Ensey Pharm. D.
785-258-3703
2 West Main
Herington

“Your RX Experts”

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

102 NW 3rd Street  |  Abilene, KS 67410 
P 785-263-3794  |  TF 855-200-3794

2021-0512 Exp. 02/28/2024 Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Patricia O’Malley  |  Managing Director – Investments
Amanda Cormack  |  Financial Advisor

Managing What 
Matters for 

Generations
Integrity. Trust. Mutual Respect. That’s 
How We Do Business. Contact Us Today.

Courtesy photo
The Dickinson County Community High School Class of 1966 had its 55th class reunion at Walt's Four Seasons Country Store, Abilene. 
Those who attended were: Back row, from left Lowell Scripter, Doug Gantenbein, Ivan Zook, Ray Allaman, Paul Hanney, Ken Livingston, 
Calvin Elliott, Doug Riekeman, Wally Wolfe, John Adams, Mike Ledy; middle row, Ken Corbett, Duane Mikesell, Carter Goth, Linda Hard-
en-Landoll, Jeanne Haslouer-Raziha, Jerry Rutz, Jerry Haslouer, Jack Daley; and front row, Linda Stillwagon-Melton, Doran Larson-Clem-
ence, Shirley Hanson-Schubert, Barbara Anderson-Staatz, Janet Murphy-Meyer, Renee Koland-Jury. Teresa Snitker.McGovern, Carolyn 
Mikesell-Frey, Roberta McCubbin-Johnson, and Barbara Lay-Daley

By Tim Carpenter
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — Law en-
forcement officers and 
organizations Wednesday 
objected to legislation 
placing county sheriffs in 
the vanguard of forcing 
Kansans to relinquish all 
firearms and concealed 
carry licenses if convict-
ed of domestic violence 
or subject to a protection 
from abuse order.

Objections included 
Senate Bill 192’s poten-
tial conflict with a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision, 
the practical implications 
of law enforcement agen-
cies seizing and storing 
truckloads of firearms, 
procedural challenges to 

processing a new wave 
of court orders and the 
potential of escalating on-
the-job dangers faced by 
law enforcement officers.

Three Democratic state 
legislators and represen-
tatives of Moms Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in 
America recommended 
the Senate Federal and 
State Affairs Commit-
tee pass the legislation 
to broaden the state’s re-
sponse to the plague of 
domestic violence. Pro-
ponents and some oppo-
nents of the bill expressed 
an interest in working on 
a compromise. The com-
mittee took no action on 
the bill.

Sedgwick County Sher-
iff Jeff Easter, speaking on 

behalf of the Kansas Sher-
iffs’ Association, said the 
Senate bill went beyond 
the scope of constitution-
al precedent. He said the 
measure would violate 
the unanimous 2014 rul-
ing by the Supreme Court 
in Henderson v. United 
States.

“We do not believe the 
sheriff, or any law en-
forcement authority, can 
just hold someone’s gun 
for indefinite amount of 
time or sell a firearm that 
is someone else’s proper-
ty,” Easter said.

Under current Kansas 
law, a person under a pro-
tection order or convict-
ed of domestic violence 

See FIREARMS P. 5

Special to the DCNT

Abilene is the desti-
nation for quilt enthu-
siasts on March 26 and 
27. Three quilt shows are 
planned for those two 
days.

The Sunflower Journey 
Quilt show will feature 
quilts made by members 
of the End Of The Trail 
Quilters Guild. The show 
is March 26 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and on March 
27 from noon to 4 p.m. 
at the Abilene Armory, 
Eisenhower Park, 619 N. 
Rogers Street.

 In addition to viewing 
dozens of quilts, visi-
tors will be able to visit 
vendors’ booths, bid on 
silent auction items, reg-
ister for door prizes, as 
well as purchase tickets 
for the 2022 opportunity 
quilt. The food court will 
offer homemade soups, 
sandwiches, and pies.

“We invite everyone to 
come see our beautiful 
displays,” said Jan Hott-
man, quilt show commit-
tee chairman. “No one 
will be disappointed. 
Our guild members are 
very talented. We urge 
you to come and see the 
creativity and artistry.”

 Admission is $5 and 
free for children ages 
10 and younger. Anyone 
with questions may visit 
End of the Trail Quilters 
Guild on Facebook.

The Ida Stover-Ei-
senhower Memorial 
Quilt Show is March 16 
through 27 at the Dick-
inson County Heritage 
Center, 412 S. Campbell. 
This show will feature 
quilts from vintage to 
new. The hours March 16 
through 18 and March 23 
through 26 are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. On March 27, the 
hours are 1 to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission includes a ticket 

to ride on the 1901 C.W. 
Parker Carousel. Entry 
fees are $6 for ages 15 to 
61, $5 for seniors age 62 
and older, $2 for ages 2 
to 14, and $3 for mem-
bers.

 The public is invited 
to vote on their favorite 
quilt.  The winner will 
receive a gift certificate 
for two prime rib din-
ners at the Hitching Post 
Restaurant in Abilene.

The Young Artists 
Quilt Show will feature 
quilts made by youth in 
Dickinson County. Visi-
tors will see the skill and 
workmanship made by 
presenters under the age 
of 18.

These quilts will be on 
display March 26 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and March 
27 from noon until 4 
p.m. at the Arts Council 
of Dickinson County, 
401 N. Cedar, Abilene. 
Admission is $2.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

911 Emergency Communi-
cations Dispatcher Shannon 
Haaga is Dickinson County’s 
February Telecommunicator 
of the Month. 

Haaga received a certifi-
cate and pin for her “excellent 
work” in February, said 911 
Emergency Communications 
Director Emily Nichols. 

“It’s just a way of saying, 
‘Hey, you did a great job and 
I want everyone to know,’” 
Nichols said. 

Haaga, who has worked 
as a Dickinson County dis-
patcher for five years, is the 
first person to be honored 
as telecommunicator of the 
month. During her time with 
the county, Haaga has grown 
to be an “excellent public 
telecommunicator,” Nichols 
said. “Shannon is willing to 
cover overtime shifts as need-
ed and even rearranged her 
life to move to another shift 

temporarily, to help out due to 
staffing shortages.” 

In February, Haaga han-
dled four Code Blue calls and 
was ready to help a caller de-
liver a baby, but EMS showed 
up just in time, Nichols said. 

“Shannon always goes 
above and beyond to help not 
only our citizens that call but 
our responders as well,” she 
said. “Her Quality Assurance 
scores exceed our agency 
standards and she aims to be 
the best at what she does. I 
am beyond grateful to have 
her on our team.”

Nichols started the recog-
nition program in February,  
because she wanted to wait 
until the 911 center returned 
to its renovated space in the 
basement of the courthouse, 
which they did on Jan. 25.

Haaga also has been nom-
inated to the Association of 
Public Safety Communi-
cations Officials Shooting 
Star program which recog-
nizes Kansas Public Safety 
Telecommunicators. 

Class of 1966 holds its 55th reunion

Courtesy photo
Dickinson County 911 Emergency Communications 
Supervisor Darla Odle, left, presents a certificate to 
Shannon Haaga, recognizing Haaga as the February 
Telecommunicator of the Month. 

Haaga honored 
for quality work

Gun safety advocates, 
police at odds on bill

One weekend, three 
quilt shows in Abilene
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“At first obnoxious, the 
‘ E e y o r e ’ 
now heard 
frequent-
ly from 
the ranch 
corral is 
becoming 
somewhat 
the norm.”

S t i l l 
Cody the 
palomino 
barrel horse in the neighbor-
ing pen isn’t so sure he likes 

the donkey next door. Often 
he’ll still lay his ears back and 
charge toward the long eared 
rough haired crest necked 
equine-of-sorts nearby.

Actually when the roper 
brought what some might call 
a burro into the ranch yard 
Cody had a fit conniption 

The strange sounding, a bit 
weird looking, sure enough 
quite long eared visitor is 
becoming acquainted with 
the roper daughter’s mare. 
They’re corral mates now 
with intentions to move to-
gether to a summer pasture lot 
for convenience of care.

While owning a donkey or 
two through the years, they 
typically haven’t been around 
long. The one rode quite well 
and sold at a profit. 

What his owner called 
a “Mammoth Jack” (big 
male donkey) trained 
readily and supposed-
ly became a fine riding 
mount. Ranch manager 
has goats too and keeps 
what’s defined as a min-

iature donkey around to 
keep predators away.

More common around 
the ranch has been mules 
with a wide array of suc-
cesses and disarrays 
through decades. One pret-
ty mule was doing well 
before coming down with 
mortal sickness. 

Another big mule came from 
several hundred miles away for 
training and was a runaway. He 
never bucked but would take 
off running like a greyhound 
nearly unstoppable. A big mule 
team was almost purchased one 
time, but the deal fell through.

With that “experience,” 
knowledge about donkeys, 
mules and their sounds has 
been limited.

According to those in 
the know, horses “neigh” 
or “whinny,” which most 
already knew? Donkeys 
“bray” sounding like “Eey-
ore,” “hee-haw,” or nasal 
vocalizing “aw, aw, aww...
aww.”

A mule does not sound ex-
actly like a donkey or a horse 
yet is similar to a donkey. 
But also has whinnying char-
acteristics of a horse start-
ing with a whinny, ending 

in a “hee-haw.” Sometimes, 
mules “whimper.” Ugh.

Mules are offspring of a 
male donkey (jack) and a 
mare. Offspring of a stallion 
and female donkey (jenny) 
is a hinny. Mules and hinnies 
are sterile. 

Way more than anybody 
wanted to read. 

However, nowhere does 
the Bible say Mary rode a 
donkey to Bethlehem, al-
though one might have been 
available. 

Reminded of Genesis 
43:24: “Joseph gave don-
keys their feed.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
TOO CLOSE FOR 

C O M -
FORT — 
J o s e p h 
R i n g -
ey, who 
served in 
the 53rd 
I l l i n o i s 
I n f a n t r y 
d u r i n g 
the civ-
il war 
has related the follow-
ing story of adventure he 
had during the Vicksburg 
campaign. Joe was sent 
on guard duty with or-
ders to creep up as close 

to the enemy’s lines as 
possible. In the dark-
ness, Joe crept out to the 
front and crawled up to 
the side of a big stump, 
concluded that it was 
close enough and that he 
would spend the night 
there. He hadn’t been 
there long when he heard 
a something scratching 
around on the other side 
of the stump. On peeping 
around, he discovered a 
rebel soldier on the op-
posite side of the stump 
with apparently the same 
orders. Both sat there 
within touch of each 
other, without speaking 
a word, until morning’s 
dawn and then crawled 
back to their respective 
company headquarters. 

100 years ago, 1922
COVERT GETS EA-

GLE CONTRACT — 
The Eagle Lodge (current 
bowling alley) have con-
tracted with Walter Covert 
for the work of remodel-
ing and constructing the 
2nd floor of the building. 
The floor will be 48 x 78 
feet and will be construct-
ed of Maple laid from the 
center out. It will be one 
of the finest dance floors 
in this part of the country. 
There will be four large 
windows with a balcony 
for the orchestra. Offices, 
cloak rooms, and halls will 

be in the front end of the 
building.

75 years ago, 1947
OPENS EAST SIDE 

MARKET — W.G. “Ding” 
Smith opened his East Side 
Drive-in Market today lo-
cated on the corner of East 
Main and “D” street.  Wide 
cement drives provide 
plenty of parking space 
for the customers. The in-
terior has been redecorated 
with white paint and has 
new, modern type shelving 
and counters. An attrac-
tive meat display counter 
in black and white and a 
walk-in meat storage box 
completes the newest of 
the grocery stores. “Ding” 
is carrying a complete line 
of groceries and fresh and 

cured meats. An added 
convenience is the deliv-
ery service. Smith has been 
connected with the grocery 
business in this town for 
the past twenty years.

50 years ago, 1972
BREAK GROUND 

FOR NEW HOSPITAL — 
Dr. J. O. Gilliland had the 
privilege of taking the first 
spadeful of dirt as the sym-
bol of starting construction 
on Herington’s new mu-
nicipal hospital. He was 
followed by Dr. Richard 
Uhlig, and then Dr. Fred 
Dozier. Then members of 
the hospital board took 
their turns at the business 
end of the shovel. Fourteen 
months from Tuesday, the 
nearly $900,000 hospital 

will be ready to move into 
and will give Herington 
a 44-bed medical center 
equipped with the latest in 
equipment for the care of 
the sick. A bond issue for 
$600,000 was voted for 
the construction of the new 
building last year and with 
a contingency fund creat-
ed by the hospital board, 
the money is available for 
construction. Thousands of 
dollars have already been 
contributed by persons and 
firms in the area to furnish 
rooms and purchase equip-
ment needed in the new 
facility.

Herington Historical 
Society & Museum, 800 
S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

The preschool 
teacher said, 
“Goodbye. See 
you later, alli-
gator,” to our 
granddaughter 
one day after 
school. Harmo-
ny thought that 
was a strange 
thing to say 

because she is Harmo-
ny not alligator. Our 
daughter explained 
about the little rhyme 
and the phrases with 
which she could re-
spond. I don’t think she really 
understands.

I frequently talk to my daugh-
ter on the phone while she picks 
Harmony up after school and 
a few times, I have heard Har-
mony shouting to her teacher as 
they enter the vehicle, “Good-
bye, Mrs. Alligator,” then she 

just laughs and 
laughs. 

H a r m o n y ’ s 
goodbye is cute, 
and her mother 
and I laugh with 

her. I am reminded how often 
a misunderstanding can be a 
gateway into humor. We have a 
whole collection of silly words 
and phrases our family members 
have misappropriated and Har-
mony’s goodbye will be added. 
They are the stuff of great joy and 
laughter at family gatherings.

Today I learned that the line 
came from a Bill HaIey rock and 
roll song. The phrase was not 
meant as a quick goodbye and a 
real see you later. It was a line used 
for breaking up a relationship. The 
original meaning is lost in our cur-
rent usage, but no harm done.

Sometimes words and phrases 
get passed along without appro-
priate context and used by peo-
ple who don’t really understand, 
and they are quite hurtful. Many 
things we do and say have been 
passed through the generations 

without the full history and as a 
society we are diminished. 

I believe it is appropriate to 
learn and understand history even 
if it is uncomfortable and disturb-
ing. Knowing where our practices 
and words originated allows us to 
make choices about the kind of 
people we choose to be. 

Lord, help me to be open to 
greater understanding of the 
world and my place in it. 

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Goodbye, Mrs. Alligator

CONNIE  
WOOLDRIDGE

Mary didn’t ride a donkey

Civil War veteran tells of close call

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947
M a r c h 

16 will be 
a big day 
for the 
farmers of 
this area 
when they 
come to 
Chapman 
as guests 
of Edw. 
J. Lorson 
and Sons at a John Deere 
Day celebration. This will 
be the first John Deere Day 
in this section since the war. 
Prior to the world conflict, 
they had proved an out-

standing event both from 
the standpoint of entertain-
ment and new methods and 
equipment in farming. The 
event will start at 12 o’clock 
noon with a free lunch to be 
served at the hardware store. 
Following the lunch, the 
meeting will be adjourned to 
the Chapman Theater where 
sound pictures designed for 
entertainment and education 
will be show. Lorson stated 
he had been promised a dis-
play of all new and modern 
John Deere equipment for 
the event.

Lorson and Son’s was lo-
cated in the building that is 
now Londeen’s and owned 
by Rick Johnson. Go in 
and take a tour around the 
building. There are signs of 

the different businesses that 
were part of the building.

50 years ago, 1972
The Chapman Lions 

Club held their regular din-
ner meeting at the T-Bird 
Inn Monday evening. Thir-
ty-five members and five 
guests were present. Don 
Rickley presided. Commit-
tee chairmen reported on 
three coming club events 
— the Pancake support 
Saturday evening at the 
high school, the hosting 
of the Senior Citizens par-

ty Sunday, and the Annu-
al Farmers Bean Supper 
Monday evening.

How many remember the 
Thunderbird (T-Bird) Inn 
and where it was located? 
The building is no longer 
used as a restaurant but is 
still in use.

25 years ago, 1997
Plans for Chapman’s 

third annual St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration are being 
made and the Chapman 
Economic Development 
Committee would like to 
encourage everyone to get 
involved. If your organi-
zation or club would like 
to sponsor an event during 
the weekend, please feel 
free to do so. The Chapman 

EDC will be coordinating 
publicity for the various 
events. Activities that are 
already planned include the 
Wearin’ of the Green Pa-
rade on March 14, an Irish 
Sweepstakes to be spon-
sored by the Lions Club, 
and a Knights of Columbus 
pancake feed from 7 a.m. to 
1 pm. On March 15. 

I am sure plans are un-
derway for this year’s pa-
rade and hopefully many 
other events!

10 years ago, 2012
Tossed n Sauced Pizza 

owners Will and Carrie 
Sprouse were surrounded 
by staff, fellow business 
owners, EDC members, 
Chapman City Council 

members, and communi-
ty as their daughter Trey 
cut the ribbon at a cere-
mony in front of the new 
business. 

Will and Carrie had two 
locations – one in Abilene 
and one in Chapman. They 
sold the Tossed n Sauce in 
Abilene and then reopened 
in Chapman as the Aid 
Station Pub and Pizza. 

Quote of the week: 
“People from small towns 
often identify with each 
other. There’s a connec-
tion with people who grew 
up in small towns that 
I don’t have with peo-
ple who grew up in cit-
ies.” ~Author unknown              
janmccormick@rocket-
mail.com

John Deere Day will include sound pictures

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Time heals all wounds
By Jill Kruse, D.O.
Special to the DCNT

The say-
ing goes 
“ t i m e 
heals all 
wounds”, 
but what 
h a p p e n s 
when a 
w o u n d 

does not heal? Wounds go 
through many stages while 
healing and complications 
at any step can prolong the 
process. 

The first step is stopping 
the bleeding. For people 
who are taking blood thin-
ners like aspirin or war-
farin, it may take longer 
for the bleeding to stop or 
clot.  

The next step after the blood 
starts to clot is forming a scab. 
This happens when blood 

vessels around the wound 
narrow and platelets in the 
blood clump together to cre-
ate the scab. A protein called 
fibrin helps hold the clot in 
place. After someone has had 
a stroke or heart attack caused 
by a clot, they may be placed 
on medications to make the 
platelets more slippery and 
less likely to clump together. 
Medications like Plavix and 

Aggrenox make platelets 
slide past each other rather 
than clumping to make a clot 
which can delay the scabbing 
process. 

At this point, the body 
cleans the wound. Blood ves-
sels will dilate and increase 
blood flow to the area. White 
blood cells called macro-
phages arrive on the scene to 
clear out infection and release 

chemicals called growth fac-
tors and cytokines that help 
tell the body to form new 
skin cells. If the infection is 
not cleared by the body, the 
wound will not heal properly.  

The body also creates 
new blood cells to bring in 
nutrients and supplies to help 
heal the wound. Conditions 

See TIME P. 5JILL KRUSE
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Senior Center Menus

Friday, March 11
Chicken Tenders or Ti-
lapia, Tater Tots, Mixed 
Vegetables, Hot Roll, 
Dessert
Sunday, March 13

Monday, March 14
Polish Sausage and 
Kraut, Mashed Potatoes, 
Wheat Roll, Fruit

Tuesday, March 15
BBQ Meatballs, Potato 
Wedges, Buttered corn, 
Hot roll, Brownies
Wednesday, March 16
Roast Turkey, Stuffing, 
Mashed & Gravy, Wheat 
Roll, Hot Cinnamon Ap-
ples
Thursday, March 17
Bierock Casserole, 
Steamed Broccoli,             
Mandarin Oranges, 
Cookie

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Friday, March 11
Fish Square or Baked 
Ham, AuGratin Pota-
toes, Peas, Apple Crisp, 
Wheat Roll    
Monday, March 14
Taco Salad, Tortilla 
Chips, Lime Pears, 
Cookie
Tuesday, March 15
BBQ Ribette, AuGra-
tin Potatoes, Brussel 
Sprouts, Peaches, Wheat 
Bread

Wednesday, March 16
Roast Turkey, Mashed 
Potatoes & Gravy, Ori-
ental Vegetables, Baked 
Apples / Cranberries, 
Wheat Roll
Thursday, March 17
Ham & 
Beans, 
Coleslaw, 
Pineapple, 
Cornbread

School SpotlightSchool Spotlight

All the Comforts
of  Home Heating
at  Its Best

Enjoy warmth and convenience Enjoy warmth and convenience 
you can count on all seasonyou can count on all season
with safe, reliable furnace. with safe, reliable furnace. 

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial • 24 HOUR SERVICE
Master Mechanical • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Buying a new appliance!
Planning home
improvements?

Call or visit us online

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703
kayspharmacy@gmail.com
2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 
for details!

Ages 12-17 must be
accompanied by a parent

By Kevin Suther
USD 473 Superintendent 

What does it mean to be 
college and career ready?  
At USD 473, we pride our-
selves in giving students 
the opportunity while in 
high school to have re-
al-world experiences.  The 
options offered at our 4A 
school provides so many 
avenues to explore when 
making a choice on their 
next path in life.  We have 
had many parents and com-
munity members say I wish 
I would have had this when 
I was in school.  I will go 
through some of the class-
es and certifications that 
are provide by either our 
USD staff or other profes-
sionals outside the school.  
In the last few years, there 
has been a cooperative 
agreement with Salina Area 
Technical College in which 
students spend half the day 
at CHS and half the day at 
the college.  

Some students make the 
commitment to leave at 
6:40am in the morning to 
be able to not only graduate 
high school but gain a full 
certification in areas like 
automotive repair, welding, 
construction technology, 
and machinist.  This can 
lead to a great job right out 
of high school or possibly 
a job to help pay for col-
lege along the way.  Also 
added recently was to have 
a certified nurse come to 
the school so students can 
become a CNA (Certified 

Nurse Assistant) first se-
mester and then a CMA 
(Certified Medical Assis-
tant).  This has led to many 
of our students to help in 
our local hospitals and 
nursing homes.  

You may hear the word 
pathways in education 
which means a student will 
complete three full class-
es related to a certain field 
of study.  This gives them 
the knowledge, hands on 
experience and a capstone 
class at the end to put it 
all into action.  USD 473 
is unique because all most 
all our pathways have a 
school run business.  Since 
our school is not located in 
a larger town with multiple 
business, we have created 
our own.  Students develop 
the ability to communicate 
with customers, design a 
product, produce that prod-
uct, advertise, and complete 
the sale on the financial 
side.  The purpose for our 
students is not just to hand 
in a final project for a single 
class but use all their skills 
developed throughout high 

school.  As they say, “The 
customer is always right.”  
Well, a student must un-
derstand what the custom-
er’s vision is and this may 
mean changing the design 
multiple times.  If you want 
repeat business and have 
them spread the word to 
others, then high-quality 
production is a must along 
with customer service.  

The pathways involve 
restaurant management, 
teaching, graphic design, 
agricultural areas like 
plant & animal, health sci-
ence, construction, digital 
media with journalism, 
welding & power systems, 
and web communications.  
The businesses offered in-
clude Clover Corner Flow-
ers, T-Works shirt design, 
Irish Photography with all 
school & sports photos, 
Ag FABrication for metal 
signs, Snappy Chappy Pho-
tobooth for proms & other 
events, Irish Custom Cab-
inets which builds many 
customs woodworking 
projects and finally students 
receive certifications to im-
mediately work in the food 
industry with ServSafe.  

As I finish this article, 
it makes me jealous that I 
did not have these in place 
when I attended my high 
school.  A quote by Ralph 
Smart said it best, “The day 
you plant the seed is not the 
day you eat the fruit.”  We 
can just hope that we set 
students up for success to 
flourish once they leave our 
doors.  Go Irish!    

cannot possess a firearm. 
However, existing statute 
doesn’t require individu-
als to turn in guns they 
own to law enforcement 
or to dispose of those 
weapons in other ways.

Leanna Barclay, a volun-
teer with Moms Demand 
Action, said statistics on 
domestic violence made 
clear the threat of abusers 
turning to lethal force.

“A woman who is in a 
domestic violence situ-
ation is five times more 
likely to die when a gun 
is present,” Barclay said. 
“In fact, 70% of all wom-
en killed by an intimate 
partner in Kansas, were 
killed with a gun.”

Lindsie Ford, an attor-
ney with the Kansas Coa-
lition Against Sexual and 
Domestic Violence, said 
there had been 17 homi-
cides in Kansas related to 
domestic violence in 2022. 
Ten of these deaths in-
volved firearms, she said.

“Passage of this bill 
would help to save lives,” 
she said. “Intimate-part-
ner homicides remain an 
all too common problem 
in Kansas. This bill will 
allow for the removal of 
firearms from situations 
that have been proven to 
put victims of domestic 
violence at significant 
risk of being murdered.”

Senate Democratic 
Leader Dinah Sykes said 
existing Kansas law led 
to a collection of local 
protocols, but no uni-
versal structure in state 

statute. She said the re-
sult was “confusion in 
our communities, incon-
sistent application of the 
law, and in some cases, 
grievous consequences 
for victims of domestic 
violence.”

The bill sponsored by 
eight Senate Democrats 
would require a court to 
issue an order mandating 
a defendant relinquish 
firearms and concealed 
gun licenses. If present 
in court, the defendant 
would have 24 hours to 
surrender weapons. If not 
present, a law enforce-
ment officer would serve 
an order on the defendant 
in an effort to secure the 
firearms. The weapons 
would be placed in stor-
age until relevant court 
orders expired.

Violation of the pro-
posed firearm prohibi-
tion would be a felony 
in Kansas. A background 
check would be conduct-
ed on the individual prior 
to returning firearms or 
licenses.

Greg Smith, a special 
deputy sheriff in Johnson 
County, said there was 
no denying the “terrible, 
tragic outcomes” of some 
domestic violence cases. 
He said comparable bills 
had been introduced in 
the Legislature in the 
past and concerns raised 
about inappropriate 
implications of 
those reforms, but 
recommendations by law 
enforcement officials for 

altering text of those bills 
had fallen on deaf ears.

“We appreciate the 
passion of those who are 
advocating for the bill, 
and we support the intent 
of protecting victims of 
domestic violence from 
further abuse or harm. 
We do not see this bill as 
a tool that will do that,” 
Smith said.

Ed Klumpp, represen-
tative of two Kansas law 
enforcement organiza-
tions and a former Tope-
ka police chief, said he 
was concerned the bill 
would require a person 
to relinquish firearms 
that hadn’t been used in 
a crime and prohibit the 
owner from transferring 
firearms to another per-
son who may lawfully 
possess it.

Klumpp  said the Sen-
ate legislation wouldn’t 
prevent defendants in a 
protection order or do-
mestic violence case 
from illegally possessing 
firearms. Proponents of 
the bill may have unre-
alistic expectations re-
garding safety of family 
members based on the 
bill, he said.

“In reality, a person 
who has their firearms 
confiscated under this 
bill who intends to cause 
harm to the victim or their 
family will find ways to 
obtain yet another firearm 
or simply to use another 
weapon,” he said.

https://kansasreflector.
com/

FIREARMS Continued from P. 3

“We want to just make 
sure the steps we do take 
(keep) in mind the future 
steps … so, everything 
eventually will fall in 
place,” Novick said.

In response to a question 
from an audience member 
at the March 1 meeting 
Novick said the plan may 
be decades in the making.

“Honestly, I think it’s 
a 20-year (project) or 
more,” he said. “They’re 
just incremental steps. 
Your first phase has to be 

an easy win — something 
you can afford and some-
thing that’s really going to 
be used and people around 
the area start saying ‘why 
didn’t we do this 20 years 
ago?’ Try to build up that 
momentum and … bring-
ing in not just Herington 
people but folks from 
around the region. To us 
— it’s kind of a hidden 
gem.”

Brad Homman, Dickin-
son County administrator 
attended the meeting and 

agreed with Novick’s de-
scription of the lake being 
a hidden gem.

When he sees how 
much use Milford and 
Tuttle Creek reservoirs get 
during the summer, he be-
lieves there is great poten-
tial for Herington Lake to 
have a similar experience.

“Having something in 
Dickinson County — I 
don’t think it’s been sold 
well enough,” he said. 
“I’m not putting that on 
Herington, I think we are 

all at fault for that. I think 
it is a hidden gem. I think 
it is ripe for the picking. 
They are right on track 
with what they can be do-
ing here.

He also agrees that the 
idea of starting slow is 
the right way to go and is 
a smart approach. He said 
there is a lot of econom-
ic development potential 
with the lake.

“Stick your toe in, see 
how the water is before 
you dive in,” he said.   

LAKE Continued from P. 1

like diabetes, atherosclerosis, 
known as hardening of the 
arteries, and high blood 
pressure, cause poor blood 
flow and can slow down 
wound healing. Smoking 
slows healing in many ways. 
Nicotine causes blood vessels 
to narrow and reduces the 
number of macrophages and 
fibrin in circulation. Carbon 
monoxide in cigarette 
smoke decreases the oxygen 
transport needed to help 
repair and rebuild the skin 
cells.  

The final step of wound 
healing is strengthening or 
maturation. At this stage the 
wound looks closed and re-
paired, but the tissues below 
are still being strengthened. 
The wound may feel itchy or 

tight and the skin may look 
slightly pink and stretched. 
After about three months the 
wound should be about 80 
percent healed. It can take up 
to two years for the scar to 
remodel and achieve its final 
appearance.  

Yes, it takes time to heal all 
wounds, but if you have con-
cerns don’t bide your time. 
Talk to your doctor to learn 
about options that can assist 
you through the healing pro-
cess. We want to help your 
wound heal, all in good time.   

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of 
The Prairie Doc® team of 
physicians and practices as 
a hospitalist in Brookings, 
South Dakota. Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prai-
riedoc.org and on Facebook.

TIME Continued from P. 4
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(First Published in Dickinson County 
News-Times on Thursday, March 10, 2022)

BLIXT LANDFILL IS HEREBY CLOSED
BY ORDER OF THE KANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT

KDHE has revoked solid waste per-
mits for Blixt Landfill, located at 2646 
Sage Road, Chapman, Dickinson 
County, Kansas. 
Blixt Landfill is prohibited from ac-
cepting waste.
Per K.S.A. 65-3419, any person that 
disposes waste at Blixt Landfill may 
be penalized up to $5,000 for every 
occurrence. For any further questions, 
please contact the KDHE Bureau of 
Waste Management at 785-296-1600 
or kdhe.bwmweb@ks.gov.

Public Notice

(First published in the 
Dickinson  County News-Times 

on March 10, 2022)

In the matter of the estate of 
Lambert Lorenz Meier; 
Deceased, March 1, 2022:
All creditors of the 
decedent are notified to 
exhibit their demands 
against the estate with-
in four months from the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice, as pro-
vided by law, to Brenda 
Stevens.
If their demands are not 
thus exhibited, they shall 
forever be barred. 

Brenda Stephens
316-737-2008

Notice to Creditors

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Central mail bureau
 4. Member of the family
 7. Partner to flow
10. __ Angeles
11. Military mailbox
12. Patriotic women
13. Shallow lake
15. Tear apart
16. Middle Easterner
19. Eat to excess
21. Stained
23. Certain peoples of 
equatorial Africa
24. 1st day of month
25. Skin disease
26. Skating figure
27. Annelids
30. Gracefully slender
34. Kids need it
35. Swiss river
36. Indents
41. A sheer fabric of silk 
or nylon
45. Belgian River
46. __ Spumante (Italian 
wine)
47. Originate from
50. Rugged mountain 
ranges
54. Made less clean

55. Professions
56. 3s
57. Scarf
59. Yellow light
60. Bird noise
61. Opposite of start
62. Bar bill
63. Northeastern Mass. 
cape
64. American rocker 
Snider
65. Midway between 
northeast and east

CLUES DOWN
 1. Scandinavian drink
 2. Washington river
 3. Fast-running flight-
less bird
 4. Nerve conditions
 5. Indicates near
 6. Immediate relevance
 7. Things you can eat
 8. Receptacles
 9. Retired Brewers great
13. Month
14. Happy New Year!
17. Exclamation to con-
vey truth
18. Passports and licens-
es are two

20. Ebert’s partner Siskel
22. Long skirt
27. Part of company 
name
28. Drugmaker __ Lilly
29. Electronic counter-
measures
31. Klutz
32. Chinese statesman
33. Stir with emotion
37. Flat-bottomed boat
38. Go-between
39. This (Spanish)
40. A plot of ground 
where seedlings are 
grown before transplant-
ing
41. Small waterfall
42. Modern tech necessi-
ty (abbr.)
43. Utter repeatedly
44. One of the bravest
47. Sun up in New York
48. Space station
49. Chilean seaport
51. Hasidic spiritual 
leader
52. They __
53. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
58. Single unit

martinbeckercarlson.com

Proudly serving
Dickinson County

Martin-
Becker-Carlson

Danner
Londeen-Overlease

Funeral Homes Thank you to our sponsor
With the support of sponsors the  
Dickinson County News-Times prints a 
different type of puzzle each week.
Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word Search
Week 4: Cryptogram
When there is a fifth week in the month 
the puzzle is chosen at random.
 If you would like to become a sponsor, 
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or  
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, March 10, 2022)
ORDINANCE NO. 1860

 Public Auction
Simmons Towing 
& Auto Repair

will be host to a sealed bid 
abandoned vehicle public 
auction. All bids will be 
accepted until Wednesday, 
March 16th, at 10 a.m. 
where following vehicle(s) 
will be sold to the highest 
bidder if said vehicle(s) are 
not claimed by owner on or 
before 3/15/2022:
1997 BUICK RIVERA   
 VIN: 1G4GD2218V4702924
1998 CHEVROLET PRIZM 
 VIN: 1Y1SK528XWZ403339
2008 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
 VIN: 2G1WT58K889190029
2014 DODGE GRAND
  CARAVAN
 VIN: 2C4RDGCG1ER321345

All vehicles sold with
no warranty.
456 Hwy 77

Herington, KS 67449
(785) 258-8024



Page 7Thursday, March 10, 2022 Dickinson County News-Times

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE
SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 
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YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
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 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
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CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
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 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 
 Brian Tajchman, Agent 
 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  
  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 

S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 
Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.
Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM
Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT
PROCESSING

Burdick Meat
Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing
  • Locker Storage
     • Sausages
        • Quality Retail  

      Meat
416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick
785.983.4818785.983.4818  

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431
785-922-6525

chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org
christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in
Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email office@dickinsonnewstimes.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL
SERVICES

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® heating 
systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County
Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 

landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 
and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted
Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.
Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 
3 Hail Repair
3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK
112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS
785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax
785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com
 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals
no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,
exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.
Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

For Sale
Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find 
employees, sell your home 
or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-271-
5304 today!

Misc.
FREON WANTED: We 

pay $$ for old refrigerants: 
R11, R12, R113 & more! 
Certified Professionals. Call 
312-697-1976 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com ¡Te paga-
mos por tu refrigerante!

Misc.
LONG DISTANCE MOV-

ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 888-
788-0471

Misc.
Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-
237-1432

 Misc.
UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  844-740-
0117. Ask about our specials!

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from
Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

• Director of Nursing
• FT Night shift Nurse

• FT CMA evenings
• FT C.N.A.

• FT Day shift Cook

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope
785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mobile veterinary 

care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

HVAC

KVKINC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 
edging, landscaping

 

Call Matt Ross for
free estimates at
785-477-2868

10+ years experience

 Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write off 
for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup.  Call for details. 
844-268-9386

 Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  855-382-1221

 Misc.
Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit!  Limited offer!  
Why wait?  Call now: 855-
939-2090

 Misc.
DirecTV Satellite TV 

Service Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV!  888-
721-1550

 Misc.
Never clean your gut-

ters again! Affordable, pro-
fessionally installed gutter 
guards protect your gutters 
and home from debris and 
leaves forever! For a FREE 
Quote call: 844-607-1363

 Misc.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

 Misc.
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 

MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 844-575-
0691

 Misc.
DISCOUNT AIR TRAV-

EL. Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and 
from the US. Serving United, 
Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call 
for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 833-381-
1348

Classified

If so, Herington Hospital
wants you!!! 

Do you have a passion for food?Do you have a passion for food?
Do you love to cook?Do you love to cook?

Are you ready to put yourAre you ready to put your
creative touch to use?creative touch to use?

We are looking for talented, motivated 
people who love to cook for openings in 
our dietary department/kitchen. We offer 
competitive compensation and benefits!

Please apply at heringtonhospital.org/
careers.

Classified

Ru
nnin

gWolf LLC

201 W Trapp St. Herington

Phone: (785) 258-6918
Firearms sales and service

Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping
T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

201 W Trapp St. Herington
Phone: (785) 258-6918

Firearms sales and service
Gunsmithing, Hydro-dipping

T-shirts and gifts
Computer repairs

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. Get 
help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-785-922-9098

Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

HIRING?  SELLING?  BUYING?  RENTING?
Let us help you get the word out! Contact us at (785) 366-6186Let us help you get the word out! Contact us at (785) 366-6186

People Read Small Ads...
YOU DID!

NEWS-TIMESNEWS-TIMES
DICKINSON COUNTY

Call 785-366-6186 or Email
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com 

Help Wanted
Paraprofessional full-time

Centre USD 397 School District
Please apply at www.mcsec.org

Contact Shari Weisbeck
sweisbeck@mcsec.org

Call 620-382-2858
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AGRICULTURE
Thursday, March 10, 2022

Only Agriculture… All the Time
Multi-Peril – Hail – Livestock – Rainfall

This Agency is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

Jamie Peters
620-877-7159 

Todd Hein • 620-382-5432

Santa Fe Ag
CROP INSURANCE

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
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By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Five days after Gail Rod-
da was born in 1935, a John 
Deere B tractor rolled off 
the assembly line at Mo-
line, Illinois. 

That tractor saw a lifetime 
of working the fields. Re-
cords show it was shipped 
to Denver, Colorado, some-
where along the way it end-
ed up in Texas, which is 
where Rodda found it. 

“How it got to Texas 
I’ll never know,” he said. 
“It had been restored — 
poorly. I took it apart 
and restored it again. I 
replaced pieces on it that 
were incorrect.”

Now it’s spending its re-
tirement years on Rodda’s 
Dickinson County proper-
ty alongside several other 
John Deere tractors and one 
red Farmall Cub.

In addition to the restored 
John Deere tractors, which 
he takes to shows, he has 
several that he still uses.

“My dad had GP John 
Deere and I got to be a John 
Deere man,” Rodda said. 
“After I grew up, I had a 
chance to buy a John Deere 
A, which I still have.” 

Rodda and Rich Geist are 
just two of several people 
in the area who love and 
appreciate antique tractors.

Geist’s first tractor was a 
36 D John Deere, which he 
used on the farm but over 
the years he has operated 
and restored others as well.

“The neighbors had a U 
Moline, a 55 Massey Harris 
and I worked for a neigh-
bor that had an Internation-
al,” he said. “I hardly ever 
drove one that had the cab 
— always open cab, no hy-
draulics, no nothing.”

In his younger years, 
the tractors were simply a 
piece of equipment need-
ed to get a job done. After 
he moved to Abilene in 
the late 1970s and got in-
volved with the historical 
society he started getting 
involved in the restoration. 

“Then it just kept grow-
ing,” he said. 

He has taken a tractor 
that was abandoned, rust-
ed out and left for scrap, 
and restored it into a 
working machine.

Although he appreci-
ates all the tractors, he 
has a soft spot for the 
John Deere D because it 
was his first. 

Rodda said the John 
Deere tractors are the 
most collectible and peo-
ple often gravitate to 
them because of the way 
they sound.

“People like to hear the 
two cylinders run,” he 
said. “They sound differ-
ent than any other, and 
they’re just a nice tractor.”

Part of the restoration 
process, regardless of the 
make and model, is re-
search. Rodda said it is 
not uncommon for people 
to switch parts out on a 
tractor, but to bring it back 
to its original state he has 
to first find out what was 
on it when it came off the 
assembly line. 

When he restored the 
1935 John Deere, which 
is his favorite, he had a 

book that gave the serial 
numbers of all the parts it 
was shipped from the fac-
tory with.

“A lot of the parts will 
interchange and they re-
place things and then you 
got to find out what’s cor-
rect,” he said. 

For example on the 35 
John Deere he had to find 
the right seat for it.

Every restoration proj-
ect will have its own set 
of challenges. When he 
got the John Deere H and 
the Farmall Cub, they both 
came to him in pieces.

“Both of them were kind 
of a basket case when I got 
them,” he said. “The radi-
ator was missing and a lot 
of the motor was in a box, 
they had it all torn apart.”

The same kind of care 
and attention they put into 
the tractors, Rodda and 
Geist have also put into re-
storing vehicles.

“I started out restoring 
cars,” Rodda said. “That was 
my thing and then I had about 
as many cars as I wanted and 
I didn’t have any more room. 
I’ve always liked John Deere 
tractors. I bought (one) sev-

eral years ago … I got it to 
running and then just kept 
adding tractors.”

For Geist, it was the op-
posite. He started out re-
storing tractors but a stroke 
a few years ago sidelined 
that hobby, which is when 
he turned to vehicles. Since 
then he has earned sever-
al awards for his restored 
1970 Avanti II.

Antique tractors started out working in fields

By Bruce Shultz
DCNT Columnist

Inflation 
has been 
a hot top-
ic in the 
U.S. for the 
past few 
m o n t h s . 
While it 
affects ev-
e r y o n e , 
f a r m e r s 
and ranch-
ers are seeing higher rates 
of inflation than most in-
dustries. 

Some of this is because 
of America’s great resig-
nation. Many people knew 
that as baby boomers start-
ed to retire, right now an 
average of 10,000 boom-
ers reach 65 every day, we 
were going to have a labor 
shortage. 

While many business-
es and the government 
were planning for this, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
sped up retirement rates. 
This is one factor helping to 
create rising wages across 
all sectors of the economy. 
As the labor market tight-
ens, farmers and ranchers, 
like other businesses, are 
forced to raise their wag-
es to attract and keep good 
employees.  

The price of oil is anoth-
er inflation contributor. Oil 
prices have risen by more 
than 40 percent in the past 

year. The sharp increase in 
barrel oil rates is attribut-
able to the pandemic wind-
ing down, and the resulting 
spike in demand as people 
work and travel more. 

In 2020, the lack of 
commuter travel cut world 
consumption of gaso-
line and diesel, thus the 
price plummeted because 
of subsequent falling de-
mand. On April 20, 2020, 
oil prices were actually 
negative for the first time; 
meaning it cost more to 
store the oil than what was 
worth. Now, the economic 
rebound, along with the 
war in the Ukraine, has 
created oil prices more 
than $100 a barrel. How 
long these conditions will 
last is unknowable.

Agricultural producers 
are seeing their input costs 
skyrocket, fertilizer has 
jumped significantly. The 
results of a 2021 study fo-
cusing on farm fertilizer 
from the University of Illi-
nois may alarm you. Here 
are a few prices per ton 
comparisons for 2020 to 
2021: Anhydrous ammonia 
increased 53% from $487 to 
$746 per ton; Diammonium 
Phosphate increased 83% 
from $390 to $717 per ton; 
and potash increased 71% 
from $350 to $600 per ton. 
I spoke with a friend who 
farms about 25 miles north 

BRUCE SHULZ

By Julia Debes
Kansas Wheat

Brief moments of providence in our 
everyday lives can take our breath 
away — the sun breaking through 
the clouds after a storm or a new-
born calf standing for the first time. 
For K-State wheat breeder Dr. Allan 
Fritz, those moments happen in wheat 
fields, picking out the breeding lines 
that show enough promise or dura-
bility to become the next great wheat 
variety. And from a disastrous inad-
vertent chemical application to soar-
ing through the breeding program, the 
next variety of hard red winter wheat 
from Kansas State University has of-
ficially arrived – KS13DH0041-35.

“We’re extremely excited to an-
nounce the advancement of the 
KS13DH0041-35 line for release 
as an official variety,” Fritz said. 
“It’s thanks to divine providence 
and constant vigilance that this 
still-to-be-named HRW variety is 
now ready to go to work for Kansas 
wheat producers.”

In 2014, the soybeans planted 
ahead of the wheat trials in Ash-
land were sprayed with what was 
supposed to be a routine herbicide. 
But, the chemical was contaminat-
ed, which was extremely detrimental 
to wheat production the following 
year. Fritz lamented the program lost 
essentially half of the breeding pro-
gram at that location in 2015.

“I always have this prayer about, 
‘Please, God, just show me the plants 
that are here, and that I should see. 
Draw my attention to the unique 
things, that are valuable, that have 
worth,’” Fritz said. “That year, it was 
more, ‘Just let there be something 
here that has value and worth and that 
can be useful for our producers.’”

And there was. With just 47 head 
rows in the field from its population, 
a doubled haploid line survived the 
chemical application. Fritz kept just 
three of those 47 head rows from that 
population in addition to other material 
from the Ashland location to advance 
through the K-State breeding program.

By Frank J. Buchman
DCNT Contributor

Many farm and 
ranch owners de-
sire to keep the 
business operating 
within the family 
well into the future.

Actions to help 
facilitate such a 
succession plan 
were reviewed by 
Roger McEowen at 
a recent Farm Prof-
it Seminar in Ottawa. A professor 
of agricultural law and taxation, 
McEowen pointed out the barriers 
to doing succession planning. 

“This is subjective so don’t start 
with trying to figure out what is fair,” 

he said. “Whether someone will be 
angry at your decisions should be of 
no concern, because you are making 
a business decision.”

Plans must be tied to one’s per-
sonal goals. 

“Make sure you are adequately 
taken care of in retirement years,” 
McEowen said. “It’s essential to 
minimize taxes yet keep the farm-
ing operation viable.”

Most people really don’t have 
any idea where to begin succes-
sion planning. 

He advised finding a compe-
tent professional who does farm 
and ranch estate planning, then let 
them do the work. 

Farm operators often put off 
succession planning and, “Some-
day never comes,” McEowen said. 

“Farmers think year-to-year and 
never contemplate death.”

The average age of a farmer in 
the United States is 64-years-old, 
they shouldn’t wait until it is too 
late.

“How much sand is in the top of 
the hourglass?” he said.

Expenses for succession planning 
are also a consideration for farmers 
as it could cost from $2,000 to as 
much as $10,000, depending on the 
size of an operation. 

However, it’s no more than the 
average cost of a new tire on a 
combine.

“Isn’t your farm’s legacy worth 
the price of a tire?” McEowen 
said.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Gail Rodda sits atop one of several John 
Deere tractors that he has collected and 
restored. Rodda has at least 15 tractors, 
many that he still uses.

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Rich Geist poses with a Massey Fergu-

son tractor he restored. He doesn’t take it to 
many shows now, opting instead to bring his 
restored 1970 Avanti II.

Farmers hit hard 
by rising prices

Breeding program develops 
new Hard Red Wheat variety

Planning can keep families on land 

See PLANNING  P. 10See PRICES P. 9

See WHEAT P. 10

ROGER MCEOWEN
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Library serves residents from 
birth to 100+ years of age. Our 
current projects are outfitting the 
teen area with teen-friendly fur-
niture and resources as well as 
developing the technology area 
for classes. If you want to do-
nate directly to the Children’s 
Library we will use the funds to 
help us continue to provide ex-
cellent youth programming like 
storytimes, summer reading, 
and special events.

Arts Council of  
Dickinson County

  The mission of the Arts Coun-
cil of Dickinson County is to 
act as a coordinating, educa-
tional, and service organization, 
to foster, promote, encourage, 
and increase the knowledge of 
the arts in our community. Our 
organization was established in 
1981. For over forty years we 
have developed programs in the 
visual arts, in musical arts, and 
in literary arts.

We use our funds in the most 
efficient way. Our goal is to al-
low people to enhance and en-
rich their creativity, as well as 
share it. We embrace all ideas 
that come our way and we con-
sider its potential. The arts are 
an integral part of our society, 
and we are committed to its vi-
tality. Public art has been a wel-
come addition to increasing its 
awareness, and it is a privilege 
to be the catalyst.

Central Kansas  
Free Fair

The Central Kansas Free Fair 
is celebrating its 98th year of 
providing family fun and enter-
tainment to Dickinson County 
and surrounding area residents. 
CKFF is an opportunity for 4-H 
and FFA members to exhibit, 
learn and observe while inter-
acting with judges, superinten-
dents and other local kids. 

We are grateful to the Com-
munity Foundation of Dickin-
son County for the prospect of 
doubling our funds on Match 
Day 2022, March 18th, that will 

be used in restoring and updat-
ing our fairgrounds.  

Please join us from August 3 
through 8 at our family-friendly 
event!    

Chapman Community 
Foundation

The Chapman Community Foun-
dation is a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization established in 2004. 
We operate as a permanent collec-
tion of endowed and expendable 
funds for the long-term benefit of 
our local CHAPMAN community.  

Gifts to our Chapman Commu-
nity Foundation are invested and 
distributed by our Board of Direc-
tors to local Chapman community 
organizations. Past recipients have 
included the Chapman Tree Board 
for tree replacement after the 2008 
tornado, the Chapman Housing Au-
thority, the Chapman Senior Center, 
the Chapman High School Booster 
Club, the Chapman Area Recreation 
Group and most recently, the 4:10 
Irish Den, a new coffee shop/youth 
center in downtown Chapman.  

None of these gifts and others 
would have been possible without 
the contributions of individuals and 
businesses with close ties to our 
community, who care about the fu-
ture of Chapman.

Quality of Life  
Coalition, Inc.

Quality of Life Coalition, Inc. is 
a non-profit organization, which 
has been in existence since 1991. 
Our mission is to serve as a cat-
alyst to promote social, physical 
and mental well-being for the res-
idents of Dickinson County, and 
to foster a thriving environment 
in which to live, work, play and 
learn. 

QLC has brought in significant 
grants over the years, resulting in 
numerous projects. To increase 
physical activity, there are new 
walking paths in Woodbine, Chap-
man and Abilene, and employee 
workout rooms. To increase op-
tions for healthy eating, QLC sup-
ported updates to grocery stores 
and restaurants in Herington,

Enterprise, Abilene, Chapman, 
and Solomon, community gardens 

in Chapman and Solomon and a 
community orchard in Abilene. 

QLC works with community 
leaders of all ages to decrease the 
use of and exposure to tobacco/
vape/nicotine for overall commu-
nity health.

For more information please 
contact us at qualityoflife@qual-
ityoflifecoalition.org or call: 785-
263-1550

Eisenhower 
 Foundation

The mission of the Eisenhow-
er Foundation is to honor and 
champion the relevance today 
of the life and leadership of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower through 
compelling programs and events 
that celebrate his legacy. 

We do this through IKEduca-
tion, our innovative K-12 pro-
gram that is reaching thousands 
of students across the globe, 
and the exhibits, programs and 
events at the Eisenhower Pres-
idential Library, Museum and 
Boyhood Home. 

The Eisenhower Foundation 
has also launched Ike’s Soldiers, 
an online virtual World War II 
honor roll that documents per-
sonal stories, photos and videos 
from World War II heroes. 

Our goal is to continue to 
grow this collection to ensure 
we preserve these stories from 
the Greatest Generation.

H.O.P.E. Center
The H.O.P.E. Center (Helping 

Our People in Emergencies) was 
established in 1991 to meet the 
needs of residents of Dickinson 
County experiencing temporary 
financial difficulties.

Our mission is to be a clear-
inghouse to meet the physical, 
emotional, financial, and spiritual 
needs of the people of Dickinson 
County. The goal is to be part of 
a plan for long-range solutions to 
family stability.

HOPE Center programs include:
Referral to other social service 

agencies and community resourc-
es.

Direct financial aid to help with 
bills such as utilities, rent, pre-

scriptions, gasoline, etc.
Money management counseling 

is available for free to any resident 
of Dickinson County.

The HOPE House provides tran-
sitional housing for up to 90 days 
to a local family with children who 
are homeless or unable to remain 
in their current housing.

The HOPE Center administers 
Dickinson County Salvation Army 
funds that are raised during the 
bell ringing campaign.

Neighbor to Neighbor 
Abilene 

We are in our fifth year of ser-
vice and outreach. We are a place 
where any woman of any walk of 
life, with/without children, can find 
mutual support and encouragement.

A 501c3 non-profit organization 
located at 803 N. Cedar, Abilene, 
we are totally supported and sus-
tained by volunteers, grants, in-
kind and financial gifts.  

Our Mission: To provide services 
otherwise not offered and provided 
for residents within Abilene/DK Co.

 Talmage Library & 
Event Center

The Talmage Library & Event 
Center is a place where people and 
organizations from all over Dickin-
son County can host any size of gath-
ering for family, friends, events, and 
organizations.

People have used our facility for a 
variety of activities, including anni-
versaries, birthdays, family reunions, 
family and corporate holiday events, 
bridal showers, baby showers, pick-
leball, and concerts. The Dickinson 
County Historical Society plans to 
host next year’s Statehood Ball in 
our facility.

Why are people so eager to use our 
building? We have a kitchen, dining 
room, game room, gym, adult library, 
children’s library, and a stage...not to 
mention lots of space to spread out!

We are a 501c3 nonprofit so we 
don’t charge a fee. We just ask that 
people consider making a donation 
to help us defray some of the costs 
of utilities. Cooling, heating, and 
lighting our large facility is our ma-
jor expense.

MATCH Continued from P. 1

names of qualified electors, in 
Herington that is 77 names.

For more information, 
call 785-258-2271 or 
email megan@cityofher-
ington.com.

City to start  
cleaning sewers

The City of Herington 
hired Mayer Specialties to 
clean the sewer mains west 
of the Overpass/Union Pa-
cific between March 14 and 
March 23. The City will de-
liver doorknockers to those 
residents affected with pre-
cautions to take to avoid 
any issues. 

Short selected for 
Chief of Staff

William Short has been 
elected to 
serve as 
Memorial 
Hospital’s 
chief of 
m e d i c a l 
staff for 
2 0 2 2 -
2 0 2 3 . 
Short is 
a family 
medicine 
physician 
at Heart-
land Health Care Clinic. 
He also serves as the physi-
cian for Memorial Hospital 
Wound Center.

The chief of medical staff 
serves as the president of 
Memorial Hospital’s medi-
cal staff. 

His duties include devel-
oping and implementing 
quality assurance activities, 
coordinating the activities of 
the medical staff, and com-
municating the opinions, 
policies, and needs of the 
medical staff to the board 
of directors, chief executive 
officer, and other officials of 
the medical staff.

Other elected officers for 
the medical staff are: Kimmy 
Hinman, vice president; Bri-
an Holmes, secretary/treasur-
er; Megan Brown, past-presi-
dent; and Christopher Young, 
specialty representative.

City to review 
landfill fee

City Council members in 
Chapman will review a re-
cently imposed $1 a month 
fee on residents for use of 
the Blixt Landfill at it’s 
March 9 meeting.

Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
announced it had revoked 
solid waste permits for Blixt 
Landfill, 2646 Sage Road, 
Chapman. The landfill is 
prohibited from accepting 
waste anyone who disposes 
waste at Blixt Landfill may 
be penalized up to $5,000 
for every occurrence.

The Dickinson County 
News-Times has submitted 
a Kansas Open Records 
Act request to KDHE for 
information pertaining to 
the reason the permits were 
revoked.

Bridge rated poor, 
needs replacing

Herington city staff will 
look for grant funding to 
replace a bridge at 218 S 
Eighth St., which is scored 
eight out of 10, with 10 be-
ing the worse. City Manag-
er Brandon Dross said there 
may be funding available 
through Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation.   

Plan goes back to 
county, school

The Neighbor Revital-
ization Plan that Herington 
City Commissioners, 
School Board and County 
Commissioner approved, 
did not get the final go-
ahead from the Attorney 
General.

Herington City Manag-
er Brandon Dross said the 
AG made some changes 
in the information they 
require. The plan was re-
worked and the commis-
sion approved it March 
2. The plan will now go 
back to the county and 
school board.

WILLIAM SHORT

BRIEFS Cont. from P. 1

of Topeka and he gave me 
some real-life numbers 
from his farm.  

His anhydrous increased 
250% in one year and 
phosphate went up 95%. 
His costs for Roundup 
went from $19.70 per gal-
lon to $57.00 per gallon, 
year over year. His costs to 
plant soybeans, including 
seed and chemicals, in-
creased about 33%. Even 
at the higher prices pre-
dicted for this crop year, 
farmers are still watching 
their profits go to big ag 
companies. The chemical 
and seed industry is now 
dominated by only four en-
tities, which is down from 
six years ago. These merg-
ers, including Dow and 
DuPont, reduce producer 
choice and lowers pricing 
competition in the market-
place. We, as producers, 
are held captive by these 
global behemoths.  

Remember, capitalism 
without competition is 
exploitation. Big agricul-
ture has been moving pro-
duction off shore, mainly 
to China. These cost and 
supply chain issues occur 
when corporations worry 

too much about cheap pro-
duction costs of necessary 
goods which then have 
to be shipped across the 
ocean. The further away 
goods are made from the 
end consumer, the more 
time it takes to bring the 
level of supply up to match 
demand, especially after a 
three-year trade war with 
China and a slowdown in 
demand from COVID-19.

As agricultural produc-
ers, we need to explain to 
consumers that increasing 
food prices are not creat-
ing a financial bonanza 
for family farmers. In fact, 
quite the opposite. It is frus-
trating for consumers to 
hear about higher commod-
ity prices but not realizing 
our input cost inflation is 
hitting family farms harder 
than most other Americans. 
Consumers should under-
stand that without higher 
food prices, there may be a 
lot fewer family farmers to 
feed them.

Bruce Shultz
Vice-President National 

Farmers Organization
http://www.national-

farmers.com
bshultz@nfo.org

General Public
Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$1.50 One Way
$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 
First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,
City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

PRICES Continued from P. 8
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Special to the DCNT

Applications are now 
available for the Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
Scholarship sponsored 
by the Dickinson County 
Extension Education Unit 
Council.

Any full-time Dick-
inson County student 
majoring in any area of 
family and consumer sci-
ences such as hotel and 
restaurant management, 
early child development, 
dietetics, textiles, family 
financial management, 

etc. at any college or uni-
versity is eligible.  Past 
recipients are eligible to 
re-apply.

Selection is based on 
the student’s interest in 
a career in family and 
consumer sciences, lead-
ership in activities and 
scholastic achievement.  
The recipients will be se-
lected by the scholarship 
committee of the EEU 
Council.

The scholarship is 
funded by donations 
from Dickinson County 
EEU groups. A $500 

scholarship is available 
this year and is due by 
April 1. 

Applications are avail-
able online at https://www.
chisholmtrail.k-state.edu 
on the Family Resource 
Management page or at the 
Dickinson County office of 
K-State Research & Exten-
sion, Chisholm Trail Dis-
trict, 712 South Buckeye 
Avenue, Abilene. Applica-
tions may returned to the of-
fice via US Postal Service,  
left in the drop box outside 
the office or dropped off 
during business hours.

By Kenlee Strunk
Club reporter

The monthly meeting 
of the Holland Sunflow-
ers was called to order 
on Feb. 21 at 7:04 PM, at 
the Navarre Community 
Center. The meeting was 
called to order by Autumn 
Felbush. 

Tatum and Keaton Gen-
tet led the Pledge of Al-
legiance. Roll call was 
your favorite sport. It was 
answered by 30 members, 
one leader, and numerous 
parents and guests. The 
song the ABC’s, was led 
by Lucy Barton. 

Treasurers’ report was 
by Dally Emig. The re-
porter’s report was by 
Kenlee Strunk. Com-
mittee reports: Browns 
Home — the club met on 

Feb. 6 at 2:30 p.m. Club 
members enjoyed hanging 
out with the seniors, and 
showing them what the 
club is about. 

Marathon report — On 
April 30 the club will hand 
out snacks and drinks to 
the marathon runners. 

RHV fundraiser — The 
RHV fundraiser is March 
5, club members were 
asked to tell their friends 
and families. 

Leader’s report — Fair 
cleanup is on March 13 
and there will be a meet-
ing afterward around 3:30 
at Sterl Hall. 4-H bas-
ketball is on March 12 at 
Chapman Middle School. 

New business: The club 
moved to have a pizza 
party after fair cleanup, it 
was seconded, and passed. 
They moved to pay the 

bill of $42, it was second-
ed, and passed. 

Members of the month: 
Steven Bogart, Stock-
ton Bogart, and Kasen 
Schwartz. Project talks: 
Adam Snowball talked 
about compost, Steven 
Bogart talked about ear 
notching, Keaton Gentet 
talked about rock painting, 
and Stockton Bogart talked 
about the needs and neces-
sities of pig care. 

Health and safety tips: 
Adam snowball talked 
about items you would 
need for a power outage. 

The meeting adjourned 
at 8:11 p.m., by repeating 
the club motto “To make 
the best better.” The next 
meeting will be March 13 
at Sterl Hall at about 3:30 
p.m. right after fairground 
cleanup. 

Special to the DCNT

Applications are now 
available for OCCK, Inc.’s 
More Than You Think 
Scholarship for 2022.

 The scholarship was es-
tablished in 2021 as part 
of the 50th Anniversary 
celebration of OCCK, as 
a long-term reminder of 
the good work past gener-
ations have done, and fu-
ture generations will do, in 
working with people with 

disabilities in north-central 
Kansas. 

The More Than You Think 
Scholarship recognizes and 
honors students in north-
central Kansas from Saline, 
Ottawa, Cloud, Republic, 
Jewell, Mitchell, Lincoln, 
Ellsworth or Dickinson 
Counties, who have a 
disability and are looking 
to further their education 
by enrolling in some 
type of post-secondary 
learning opportunity. Any 

credentialed program will 
be considered. 

 To apply, applicants 
must complete the schol-
arship application and in-
clude two letters of refer-
ence. Applications are due 
May 2. Multiple winners 
may be selected in amounts 
up to $500 each.

For an application go 
to https://occk.com/schol-
arships/, or contact Janae 
Cramer at jcramer@occk.
com or 785.827.9383.

Family, consumer science 
scholarship now available

OCCK scholarship 
applications online 

Holland Sunflowers 4-H 
Club hears several reports The proposed project 

also includes a new road 
going north into the indus-
trial park behind Russell 
Stover Candies and Love’s 
Travel Stop between NW 
14th and Interstate 70, and 
a new frontage road, visi-
ble to those traveling I-70. 
Homman said the frontage 
road is a prime area for de-
velopers who want inter-
state exposure.

“The city and I agree 
that by putting that front-
age road in there you could 
have businesses on the 
north and south and make 
it much more appealing,” 
Homman said. “And that 
new road would tie into 
Flag Road to circle around 
the Golden Belt (former 
Highlands housing devel-
opment).”

The total project cost is 
estimated at approximate-
ly $13 million.

The county’s financial 
commitment to the grant, 
if awarded, would range 
somewhere around $1.8 
million, depending on 
whether it is fully funded 
– which is unlikely.

Homman noted the pros-
pects of receiving a grant 
are “something less than 
positive,” but also said, “If 
you don’t apply you get 
nothing.”

Commission Chairman 
Lynn Peterson asked if 
land would have to be 
purchased from private 
owners who live on the 
NW 14th and Van Buren 
curve to build a four-way 
intersection. Homman said 
a few feet may need to be 

purchased, but it would be 
minimal.

 “When you look at 
this project I think it’s 
ideal,” he said. “You’ve 
got city improvements, 
you’ve got county im-
provements, you’ve got 
drainage improvements, 
you’re improving an in-
tersection we know is 
a problem on Old 40. 
We’re both getting quite 
a bit out of this for our 
matching funds. 

“If we’re lucky enough 
to be funded that would 
be a very positive project 
for all of us,” Homman 
added.

Off system grant
In a somewhat relat-

ed issue, Homman and 
commissioners agreed 
the county will apply for 
a Kansas Department of 
Transportation off system 
grant to help build a new 
bridge on NW 14th Street 
west of Emmanuel Church 
on Old 40 Highway. The 
county applied for an off 
system grant last year but 
it was not funded.

Homman said he had 
been contacted by Brady 
Hedstrom from the engi-
neering firm BG Consul-
tants who wanted to know 
if the county was interest-
ed in applying once again.

The Northwest 14th 
Street bridge is in county 
jurisdiction. While the 
bridge is in good condition, 
it is outdated by today’s 
standards and has no 
walkway for pedestrians. 
The bridge is narrow, 

creating a bottleneck 
situation particularly when 
large trucks cross the span. 

It’s also a potential con-
cern based on the amount 
of traffic that travels the 
road. That area of roadway 
is a main connection to the 
Russell Stover Candies 
plant, Love’s Travel Stop 
and other businesses locat-
ed in the northwest portion 
of Abilene. 

Also, with the potential 
of new development in 
the Golden Belt Heights 
housing subdivision (for-
mer Highlands) that could 
bring extra traffic, bikers 
and others needing to use 
the bridge.

Plus, that portion of 
Old 40 is the busiest sec-
tion of road in Dickinson 
County, Homman said re-
cently. That was verified 
again recently with a road 
sign traffic counter that 
sat next to the 14th Street 
bridge for several months 
in 2021.

Homman said he learned 
from John Gough, former 
county engineer, to apply 
over and over for KDOT 
grants and at some point, 
the agency will approve it.

“We may get denied 
again, but we may get it,” 
Homman said, explaining 
that additional wording 
will be added to the last 
year’s grant application 
incorporating information 
about the Northwest Cor-
ridor project and its im-
portance to the schools, 
industry and plans for re-
vitalization of the Golden 
Belt housing development. 
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“After a couple of years, 
it was beating everything 
and doing it consistent-
ly,” Fritz said. “As we got 
to elite testing, it won the 
K-State breeding program’s 
elite trial by three to five 
bushels per acre for three 
straight years.”

As with all new variet-
ies, Fritz and the K-State 
wheat breeding team put 
this new line to the test. 
The upcoming variety 
has higher average yield 
compared to commercial 
checks tested over the 
last three years. Yield po-
tential is at the very top 
end, beating Zenda by 10 
bushels per acre over the 
last two years and Bob 
Dole by seven bushels per 
acre.

The line is taller, but not 
Bob Dole tall, with excel-
lent straw strength. The line 
also has excellent leaf rust 
resistance, good resistance 
to tan spot and intermediate 
resistance to fusarium head 
blight and stripe rust. The 
farinograph stability is less 
than the target but it has 
maintained good loaf vol-
umes and holds its protein 
content well.

The upcoming variety 
has also performed well in a 
multitude of crop rotations 
and management styles, in-
cluding planting after soy-
beans as well as after corn 
and in both conventional 
and no-till programs. The 
line is only intermediate on 

acid soils, so it is not a good 
fit for low pH soil.

“It’s just an overall work-
horse variety that is what 
you would want as the 
foundation of your produc-
tion,” Fritz said.

As this line moved 
through the breeding pro-
gram to become an official-
ly released variety, its du-
rability also provided Fritz 
with a constant reminder 
of the power of faith as his 
wife’s early-onset dementia 
advanced.

“Having grown up on a 
farm, there is this whole 
realization that you can do 
everything right. You can 
make all the best plans, you 
can fertilize properly, but 
you are still at the mercy 
of the weather conditions 
and all of those things,” 
Fritz said. “We are relying 
on something beyond just 
what we can do ourselves.”

While no one can control 
the weather, the K-State 
wheat breeding program - 
supported by a collabora-
tion between K-State, the 
Kansas Wheat Commission 
and the Kansas Wheat Al-
liance - works to set pro-
ducers up for agronomic 
success. 

The funding from wheat 
farmers is used for the op-
eration of the program, in-
cluding staff time to plant 
and harvest more than 
20,000 yield plots per year, 
equipment purchases and 
upkeep, and travel to plots 

like the ones in Ashland. 
The partnership also sup-
ports the adoption of new 
technologies to decrease 
development time, like the 
doubled haploid process 
that produced this new va-
riety.

Combined, this work re-
sults in tested varieties that 
serve producers for years. 
Fritz compared this latest 
release to others from the 
K-State program that have 
led the state in production, 
quality and acreage, includ-
ing Overly, Fuller, Everest 
and Bob Dole.

“There’s just been this 
flow of material through 
the breeding program, 
and it’s always fascinat-
ing to me to look back at 
the pedigrees and see the 
parents that pull through 
and how they become the 
foundation for the next 
round of varieties,” Fritz 
said, crediting the con-
tinuation of work from 
himself and previous 
K-State wheat breeders 
like Rollie Sears and El-
mer Heyne. “You see that 
stream of effort and work 
to continually push the 
crop forward to make bet-
ter varieties.”

“For me, in my program, 
in my career, I have found 
the providence in this vari-
ety as a culmination of that 
effort. With all of that histo-
ry, I believe this variety has 
tremendous worth for our 
producers.”

Often farmers shrug 
off the issue of estate 
planning thinking their 
children will figure it out 
after they’re gone. 

“If you think that will 
happen, it’s more likely 
that a judge will figure it 
out,” he said.

Details about estate and 
gift taxes were reviewed 
in detail. Congress can 
change tax liabilities and 
exemptions making use of 
the estate planner’s knowl-
edge even more important, 
McEowen advised.

Good estate planning 
requires flexibility to ad-
just to possible changes 
in taxation laws.

Getting started is the 
key, the speaker pointed 
out. Basic requirements 
are a balance sheet, sum-
mary of assets and lia-
bilities, basic objectives 
and power of attorney. 

According to defini-
tion, power of attorney is 
a “written authorization 
to represent or act on 
another's behalf in pri-
vate affairs, business, or 
some other legal matter.”  

When the transition of 
a business is involved, the 
power of attorney has the 
authority to make finan-
cial and health decisions. 

“Make sure succes-
sion planning includes 
the family, and name 
the power of attorney,” 
McEowen said.

Focuses of estate plan-
ning include life expec-
tancy, lifestyle, long-
term healthcare needs, 
potential gross estate, 
and economics.

The objective of suc-
cession is to bring the 

next generation into the 
financially successful 
agriculture business for 
the future. 

“There needs to be an 
exit plan for the current 
generation with fairness 
for on-farm and off-farm 
heirs,” McEowen said. 
“Yet, it’s critical to mini-
mize income taxes.”

 There are ways for 
children to become in-
volved in a farming op-
eration without special 
agriculture interests or 
labor. 

Possibilities include 
long-term acquisition of 
assets and control with 
supplemental off-farm 
income or off-farm em-
ployment coupled with a 
rental arrangement. 

“A farm partnership 
with sharing of labor 
and capital is common,” 
McEowen said. “What 
works best is highly de-
pendent on the facts, 
yet the impact of altered 
structures of tax laws 
must be considered.”

Social Security bene-
fits should not be over-
looked while considering 
the recommendations of 
the estate planning pro-
fessional and retirement 
advisors. 

Farmers and ranchers 
want to maximize their 
Social Security benefits 
while minimizing the re-
ductions.

Lifetime agriculture 
operators are typically 
concerned about equita-
bly treating their heirs.

“Don’t involve off-
farm heirs in day-to-day 
operations,” McEowen 
said. “Off-farm heirs 

should receive their 
inheritance by gift 
or as life insurance 
beneficiaries.”

Joint ownership of real 
estate by the heirs often 
leads to partition and 
sale. This can bring fami-
ly qualms often defeating 
certain objectives of farm 
succession planning.

“Leadership and man-
agement of the agriculture 
operation are different, 
and must be coordinated,” 
McEowen said. “Still, it’s 
always essential to pro-
vide income for parents in 
retirement.”

Issues impacting estate 
planning are marriages, 
birth/death of children, 
divorce/separation of ben-
eficiaries, and changes in 
laws, value and objectives.

Some families be-
lieve there is insufficient 
wealth to necessitate es-
tate planning. 

“ U n d e r e s t i m a t i n g 
wealth is common,” he 
said. “Everything has 
value. “Land is liquid 
justifying a need for li-
quidity planning con-
sidering pre-death and 
post-death along with 
insurance values.”

Estate planning is fre-
quently “put-off,” because 
of too much complexity. 

“While there are many 
areas to be considered, 
simply not doing any-
thing is the worst thing of 
all,” McEowen warned.

For assistance in plan-
ning for farm succession, 
people may email McE-
owen at roger.mceow-
en@washburn.edu and 
or connect with him on 
Facebook.
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